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A UNITED

REFORMED CHURCH

April, 1978

AN ONGOING CHALLENGE

As these lines were being written,
a weli-informed and deeply con-
cerned former elder in a large local
RCA congregation said to me: “do
you know what our greatest enemy
is? Apathy!” And that’s exactly it!
The present CRC apathy to the in-
creasing erosion of our former
staunch and vigorous commitment to
the Reformed faith, together with
open and ever bolder attacks upon it
are nothing less than appalling. He
who is “a liar and the father thereof”
(John 8:44) is having a field day,
while even our “watchmen on the

walls of Zion” refuse to be disturbed.

But isn’t the whole thing hopeless?

Some answer “yes,” But they are
Listening 1o the voice of frustration
and fear instead of faith, Or they
argue “Why keep on beating a dead
horse or trying to breathe life into a
corpse?” These are the quitters who
never win, not the winners who
never quit, Ezekiel’s vision of dry
bones may have something to say to
them.

Repeatedly it must have seemed to
Paul that his Lord’s cause was al-
together hopeless. But the great
apostle marched to a different drum-

mer and he histened to a higher
voice. He wanted to know nothing of
the quitter either in himself or in
others.

To the Galatians Paul wrote: “And
let us not be weary in well-doing; for
in due season we shall reap, if we
faint not” (6:9).

And to the Thessalonians: “But ye,
brethren, be not weary in well-
doing” (II Thess. 3:13).

Hope thrives only when, like
Peter, James and John, we see no
man save Jesus only as the One Who
builds His church. And if it be His
will, already on this side of glory, to ~
effect and bring forth a union of
those united in the Reformed faith,
He surely can and will bring it to
pass.

Pity those who are always vocal
among the critics of the church but
are never found among the builders.

To be united and zealous only as
critics of one’s church will surely
prove to be frustrating and counter-
productive. Only those are entitled
to criticize who at the same time are
joined with our Lord as He goes on
building His church to make it what
He would have it to be.

To pray for, to pursue, and to
propogate the realization of the
“United Reformed Church” should
be the aim which we still cherish as a

John Vander Ploeg

(OUTLOOK editorials reprinted
from ten years ago)

part of our Lord’s building program
and regard as our ongoing challenge.

Finally, a few ohservations abont
our ongoing challenge:

1. As a first priority toward any
real rapprochement there must be a
mutual recognition and realization
that the pursuit of union of all those
who are honestly and unambiguously
committed to the Reformed faith is a
continuing duty. What belongs
together should be together. To
cherish, to pursue, and also to imple-
ment the ideal of union whenever
and wherever such appears to be
warranted and timely, according to
Scripture is not merely an option but
a divine mandate. Let no man put
asunder what God hath joined
together in a common commitment
to the Reformed faith.

Do I now see the way to achieve
such togetherness foday, fomorrow,
or the next day? Unfortunately, 1 do
not. However, can and dare we be
comfortable if we will not even move
a muscle or lift a finger to bridge the
unwarranted gaps that divide
Reformed Christians? Our Lord's
prayer “that they may all be one”
(John 17:21) and Paul’s inspired cx-
hortation about “giving diligence to
keep the unity of the Spirit in the

14 ] February ‘88 e










INDEX
YOLUME XXXVII (1987)
by Rev. Jerome Julien

AUTHORS
ARRICK, STEPHEN M.

The dutyof beingconcerned . . .. ... .. .. . ... .. a3
BAJEMA, SJIRK

Why catechism preaching? . . . . ... ... . 0y %7
BERGHOEF, GERARD

Will the church tum corporate? . . . . .. .........., 22
BESTEMAN, ARTHUR

Reformed Fellowship meeting .. . ............. 11:16
BLANKESPOOR, JOHN

An answer with the seventhprayer . . ..... ... ... .. 5

The church that was Iosing herlove ... .. ......... 92

Comingtotheemptytomb . ...........c0c00un 4:4

Drnking from thestruckjock . .. ..o 0o v o wa 8:2

The four horsemen in 1987 . ... ............... 1:2

The glories of the eross revealed by the Spirit . . . . . .. .. 5:2

The heartofthepgospel ... ... ............... 36

HisnameshallbeJesus . ................... 11:2

Thanksgiving prayer that pleases God . . .. ... ... ... 10:2
BOGUE, CARL W,

PCA’s two assemblies: personal reflections . ... ... .. 10:8
CUMMINGS, DAVID B.

Christian schooling: is it worthwhile? .. ........... 6:4
CURTIS, JAMES

Reformed Presbylerian Church in North America

{Covenanter)Synod . . . ... ... ... ..o 10:7

DE JONG, PETER

Answering today’s evolutionist . . ... ... ... . ..., 716

Approaching ecumenical suicide? .. ............ 1:13

TheBoeskycase . ........ ... ..., 313

Christian Reformed Synod agenda . . .. ....... ... 5:10

Cheistianunity .. ... ..o i ann . 4:23

Chrst’s ehurch building . . . ... .............. 717

Compromiseonabortion . ... .......... . ..... 5:4

Concerned Members Conference . . ... ..... ... .. 719

Continued support for communistic CEPAD .. ... ... a:10

The ecumenical ship and its destruction . ... .. ... ... 1:9

“God's sufferinglove? .. ................... 35

Howtolosethepgospel .. ................... 10:10

Machen on “Fundamentalism” . ................ 1:7

Missionary Rooy and Liberation Theology .. ... ..... 8:4

“The mommingafter” . .................. ... 11:8

N. Kloosterman on “The danger of being concermed . . ., , 4:2

Textual catechism preaching ... ............ .. %:10

Two reports on the autherity and functions of elders

anddeacons L ... L. i e 4:10

Week-endatL'Abd . ....... .. ... ... ... 11:10

What does it mean to be a Reformed Christian? . . ... . 2:11

Whatnext? . ... . ... ... e %11
DE KOSTER, LESTER

Therighttorenewal . .................. ... 10:9
ENGBERS, JOHN

B7Smoda“sleeper” . .. ... ... oL L 7.4
GRAVELY, JODY PHILBECK

From amoraltowicked .. .................. 1:10
GRAY, TERRY M.

Onhodox Presbyterian Assembly . .. ... ... ... ... 10:6
GROSSMANN, ROBERT

Deaconesses? . . ., b e e e 46

Legitimitizing LiberationTheology .. .. .. .. .. ... 8:6

HODGSON, RICIIARD

Bwlutionat Dordt College ., .. .. ... .. 00v . 721
HOOGSTEEN, TED

Why make life more difficult? Vision21 ... ........ 310
JULIEN, REITA

Bach: a “gwitch-off” .. ... ... ._...... ... ... . 59
KLOOSTERMAN, DAVID A

The CRC: reformation or transformation? . .. ...... 4:17

Evolution in the Christian High School . . ... ... ... 11:6
KLOOSTERMAN, NELSON D,

Mid-America Reformed Seminary year

#6=300%growth! . ....... ... ... ... ... 10:13

ENODEL, RICHARD B.

The RES and the Pope’s vigil (response 4:24) . .. ... .. - 213
KNOTT, EDWARD .

Thankyou! . ......... ... ... ... ... 4:12
LAMMERS, WARREN H.

The Lord’s Day refreshment . . ............... 7:18
LANKHEET, RANDAL 5.

Creation and evolution at Catvin College . . ... ... ... 7.2

Two ways Lo write a catechismsermon . . .. ..., ... ... 9:4

Walking and working together . . ... ........... 1:10
MENNEGA, AALDERT

The A LD.S.epidemic .. .................. &12

“Creation” . . ... ... .. i e i 4:16

Creation/evolation legislation in Lovisiana . . . . .. ... 311

From fish to amphibian—impaossible . . .. ... ... ... 10:4
PALMER, GLENN P.

WhoamI? . ... ... ... ... 1:8; 3:10; 4:19; 715

Why are you dropping your middle pame? . . ... ..... 11:14
PIERSMA, JOHN H.

Commentand opiion . .................... 316
PULLIAM, RUSS

Why study theology? ... ... .....c.v .. 314
RAU,MYROND.

Symbolisminworship ..................... 11:4
SCHLISSEL, STEVE M.

Augustine—Catvin—VanTil ... ... ... .. ..... TR

Home missions’ “special concem”™ ... ... ......... 68

Machen and Van Til: dissonance or harmony? .. ... ... 4:9

Presuppositionalism for the mitkman . . .. ... ... ... 32

Sharedmeanings . .. ... ... ... 5:16
TANGELDER, JOHAN D.

Acrticalevaluation . .......... .. 8:5
TUININGA, JELLE

“Academic freedom” attacks the faith . ... ... ... .. 9:14

“Common-law” MATEiage . ... ..cnoov v .. 519

A cure worse thanthedisease . .. ... . ... ... ..., 8:14

Good training for ministers . . . ... ... ... L. 811

Misusing Matthew 18 .. ... .. .......... ..., 214

Reformed ChrstianSchools . . .. .. ... ... ... .. g8:11

Thesecondservice . ... ... . .... .00 .unn 521

Sellouttofemipism .. .......... ... ... 5:20

“Vision21™ anightmare . .. ... .............. 315
UITVULGT, JACOB

Ignorance is bliss —but is it Biblically responsible? . . . . . 8:15
VANDEN HEUVEL, HENRY

Christian education: its reason and purpose . . . . ... ... 6:2

A Reformed witness fortoday . . . .............. F12
VANDEN HEUVEL, LAURIE

Needed: Christianactivisls . . . . .. ... ... ....... 1:11

Partnership in the Gospel Conference .. .. ... ... .. 710
VOS5, JOHANNES G.

The bearing of Scriptural revetation on the evolutionary

worldview . .. ... ... ...... . . ...... 4:20; 5:12




WEEKS, NOEL
Letter from an American church assembly . ........ 4:13
WESSELING, JAY A.
The necessity and importance of catechism preaching . . . . 9:6
WILSON, FUDY
Voice of a NicaraguanIndian . .. ............... 8:9
WOUDSTRA, MARTEN H.
An alliance iswhatthewordsays . ... ............ 1:4
The Curran case and creedal subscription .. . ... ... .. 27
On joining the World Alliance . . . ... ... ....... 11:11
ARTICLES
“Academic freedom” attacks the faith, J. Tuininga . . . . . 914
The ALD.S. epidemic, A. Mennega . ............ 8:12
An alliance is what the word says, M. H. Woudstra . . . . .. 14
An answer with the seventh prayer, J. Blankespoor . .. .. 25
Answering today’s evolutionist, P.DeJong , ... .. ... 716
Approaching ecumenical suicide? PDeJong . . . ... .. 1:13
Augustine ~Calvin —-Van Til, 5. M. Schiissel ........ 22
Bach: a “switch-off”, R Julien . ................ 5:9
The bearing of Scriptural revelation on the'

evolutionary world view, J.G.Vos .. . ... ... 4:20; 5:12
The Boesky case, P.DeJong .. ............... 313
Christian education: its reason and purpose,

H VandenHeuwvel .. .................... 6:2
Christian Reformed Synod agenda, P.DeJong . . ... .. 5:10
Christian schooling is it worth while?

DB CUmmings . ... 00 inaannnserinnas 6:4
Christian unity, P.DeJong ... ... ............ 423
Christ's church building, P.DeJong ., . ... .... ... 17
The church that was losing her love,

JBlankespoor . . o v v vt i e 9:2
Coming to the empty tomb, J. Blankespoor . . ........ 4:4
Comment and opinion, L. H. Piesma .. .......... 316
“Common-law” mammiage, J. Tuininga ... ......... 519
Compromise on abortion, P.DeJong .. ........... 54
Concemed Members conference, P.DeJong . . ... ... 119
Continved support for communistic CEPAT,

P.Delong . ..oviv i iiiiie i e e 8:10
The CRC: reformation or transformation?

D.AKIOOSEMIAN . . v v vt v vva v invo v r e e 417
“Creation”, AL Mennega . . ... .o o 4:16
Creatton and evolution at Calvin College,

R lankheet . ............. ... ... ..c..... 72
Creation/evolution legisiation in Louisiana,

AMennega . ... i e s e ES )
A critical evaluation, J. D. Tangelder ., ... .. ...... 85
A cure worse than the disease, J. Twininga ... ... ... B:14
The Curran case and creedal subscription,

MHWoudstra . ............ .ot vo.. 27
Deaconesses? R Grossmann . ., . ... ... ... ... 4:6
Dr.ComeliusVanTil ...................... 6:7
Drinking from the struck rock, J. Blankespoor .. ... ... 8:2
The duty of being concerned, . M, Arrick . ... ... ... 38
The ecumenical ship and its destruction,

P.DeJong .. .o vttt 1:9
87 Synod a “sleeper”, J.Engbers . . ... ... ... .., 74
Evolution at Dordt College, - Hodgson . . ... ... .. 721
Evolution in the Christian High School,

D AKloosterman . .................... 11:6
The four horsemen in 1987, J. Blankespoor . . .. .. .. .. 1:2
From amoral to wicked, . P.Gravel . . ... ........ 1:10
From fish to amphibian —impossible, A, Mennega . . . . . 10:4
The glories of the eross revealed by the Spirit,

JBlankespoor . . . . ... ..o a 5:2
“God's sufferinglove?”P.DeJong . . . ... ... ... ... 35
Good training for ministers, J. Tuining . . . ... ... .. &11
The heart of the gospel, J. Blankespoor . .. ... ... ... 36
His name shall be Jesus, J. Blankespoor . ... ....... 11:2
Home missions’ “special concern”, 8, M. Schlissel ... ... 68
How tolose the gospel, P.DeJong . . .. ... ... .. ... 10:10
Ignorance is bliss —but is it Biblically responsible?

TUIVIEE o v ovvveeenmm e e B:13
Legitimitizing Liberation Theology, R. Grossmann . . . ., 8:6
Letter from ap American church assembly, N. Weeks 4:13
The Lord's Day refreshment, W. H. Lammers . . ... .. 718

Machen and Van Til: dissonance or harmony?

S.M.Schlissel ....... . ... ............. 49
Machen on “Fundamentalism”, P.DeJong . ......... 1.7
Mid-America Reformed Seminary year #6 =300%

growth! N.D. Kloosterman . .. ............. 10:13
Missionary Rooy and Liberation Theology,

PDelong ... .... ... nnnnas 84
Misusing Matthew 18, J. Tuininga . .. ........... 2:14
“The morning after’, P.DeJong . .............. 118
N. Kloosterman on “The danger of being concerned”,

P.Delong . ....... ... ......... . ..., 42
The necessity and imporiance of catechism preaching,

JAWesseling . ........... .. .. ... ... ... %6
Nceded: Christian activists, L. Vanden Heuvel | ., .. .. 111
On joining the World Alliance, M. H. Woudstra . . . ... 111
Orihodox Presbyierian Assembly, T. M. Gray . . . . .. .. 10:6
Partnership in the Gospel Conference,

LVandenHewwe! . ............ ... ..... 710
PCA's two assemblies: personal reflections,

CW.Bogue . ... vt iiiiaiias 10:8
Presuppositionalism for the milkman, 5. M. Schlissel L32
Reformed Christian Schoots, J. Tuining . . . .. ... ... 811
Reformed Fellowship meeting, A. Besteman . . ... . .. 11:16
Reformed Presbyterian Church in North America

{Covenanter) Synod, J.Curtis . .............. 10:7
A Reformed withness for today, H. Vanden Heuvel T2
The RES and the Pope's vigil, R.E. Knodel .. ... .. .. 2:13
Response ... ... .. ..o, 4:24
The right to renewal, L. DeKoster . .. ........... 10:9
The second service, J. Tuininga . . ... ... ... ..... 5:21
Sell-out to feminism, J. Tuininga . . . ... . ... .. ... 5:20
Shared meanings, 5. M. Sehlissel . .............. 5:16
Symbolism in worship, M. D.Raw . . . .. . ......... 114
Texiual calechism preaching, P.DeJong . . ... .. ... 9:10
Thankyou! ELJ.Knote .. ................... 4:12
Thanksgiving prayer that pleases God, J. Blankespoor . . . 10:2
Two reports on the authoriry and functions of

elder and deacons, P.DeJong ............... 4:16
Twro ways to write a catechism sermon,

RS Lankheet .. ...... ... 0. 9:4
“Yision 21™: a nightmare, J, Tuininga .. .......... 315
Voice of a Nicaraguan Indian, F. Wilson . . .. ........ 8.9
Walking and working together, R. 8, Lankheet . ... .. 1:10
Week-end at VAb, P.DeJong .. ............. 11:10
‘What does it mean to be a Reformed Christian?

P.DeJong ......... ... .. immuno., 211
Whatnexx?P.DeJong . ........... ...« .. %11
Whoam [?G.P.Palmer . ... ........ 1:8; 3:10; 4:19; 715
Why are you dropping your middle name?

GPPalmer ........... .. . .o 11:14
Why catechism preaching? S. Bajema . . ........... 9.7
Why make life more difficule? Vision 21,

T.Hoogsteen . . .. ... . . 1.t uuunnnnn . 5:10
Why study theology? R. Pulltam . . .. ............ 3:14
‘Witl the church torm corporate? G. Berghoef .. .. .. ... 2:2

SUBJECTS
ABORTION
Compromise on abortion, P.DeJong . ............ 5:4
Needed: Christian activists, L. Vanden Heuvef .. ... .. L11
AlLDS
The ALD.S. epidemic, A. Mennega . . ........... 8:12
APOLOGETICS
Avgustine— Calvin— Yan Til, 5. M. Schlissel ... ..... T2
Machen and Van Til: dissonance or harmony?
S M.Schlissel ............. iy 4:9
BACH, 1. &,
Bach; a "switch-off,” R Julien . . . ... ............ 59
BIBLE
Presuppositionalism for the milkman, 8. M. Schlisse} .32
CALVIN COLLEGE AND SEMINARY
“Academic freedom” attacks the faith, J. Tuininga . . . . . 214
Creation and evotution at Calvin College,
R S.Lankhest . ........ .0, 7.2







The heart of the gospel (Luke .20, 22),

L. Blankespoor . ......... ... 36
His name shall be Jesus (Matt. 1:21),
L Blankespoor . ..o oi i i 112
The Lord’s Day refreshment (Ex 31:13),
W H.Ilammers . .....c00ieneneriasaannas- 718
Thanksgiving prayer that pleases God (Prov. 15:8),
J.Blankespoor . . ... .- e 10:2
MID-AMERICA REFORMED SEMINARY
Good training for ministers, J. Tuininga . .. ...... .. 8:11
Mid-America Reformed Seminary year
#6 =300% growth! N. D. Kloosterman . . . .... .. 10:13
NEW YEAR'S DAY
The four horsemen in 1987, . Blankespoor . . .. ... ... 1:2
ORTHODOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Letter from an American assembly, N. Weeks . ... ... 4:13
Orthodox Presbyterian Assembly, T. M. Gray .. ... .. 10:6
PENTECOST
The glories of the eross revealed by the Spirit,
J.BlankeSpoor . . . ... i i 52
PREACHING
The necessity and importance of catechism
preaching, J.A. Wesseling . ................. 9:6
Textual catechism preaching, P.DeJong ... ....... %:10
Two ways 1o wrile a catechism sermon,
E. 5. Lankheet ... ... e e e 9:4
Why catechism preaching? 3. Bajema . . .. . ... ... .. 9:7

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA
PCA’s two assemblies: personal reflections,
CW.Bogue . ...... e e 10:8

REFORMATION, REFORMATION DAY
What does it mean to be a Reformed Christian?

P.DeJong ......couui it 211
REFORMED CHURCH IN AMERICA
Approaching ecumenical suicide? P, DeJong . . . . . . .. 1:13
REFORMED ECUMENICAL SYNOD
Approaching ecumenical suicide? P.DeJong . . . . . . .. 1:13
The RES and the Pope's vigil, R E-Knodel . .. ... ... 2:13
Response . ., ......... 4:24
REFORMED FAITH
A Reformed witness for today, H. Vanden Heuwvel . . . . . 712
What does it mean to be a Reformed Christian?
PDelJong ... iiv i 2:11
REFORMED FELLOWSHIP —
Christian unity, P.DeJong . ................. 4:23
Reformed Fellowship meeting, A. Besteman . . . . .. .. 11:16
Thankyou! E.J.Knott .. ................... 4:12
Walking and working together, K. S. Lankheet . . . .. .. 1:10
REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
IN NORTH AMERICA
Reformed Presbyterian Church in North
America (Covenanter) Synod, J. Curlis . . . ... .. .. 10:7
ROMAN CATHOLICISM
The Curran case and creedal subscription,
MHWoudstra ........................ 2:7
The RES and the Pope's vigi,k R E. Knodel . .. ... ... 213

SABBATH

The Lord’s Day refreshment, W. H. Lammers . . ... .. T18
THANKSGIYING DAY

Thanksgiving prayer that pieases God, 1. Blankespoor . . . 10:2
THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION

Why study theology? K. Pulliam . . . ............. 314
UNIVERSALISM

How to lose the gospel, P.DeJong . ... .. ... ... .. 10:10
VAN TIL, DR. CORNELIUS

Awugustine -- Calvin— Van Til, S. M. Schfissel ... ... .. T.22

Dr. Cornelius VanTil ...................... 6:7

Machen and Van Til: dissonance or harmony? .

SM.Schlissel . .... ... 49

WOMEN IN ECCLESIASTICAL OFTICE

Deaconesses? R. Grossmann .. ... .-, . .00 4:6

Sefl-out to feminism, J. Tuininga .. .. ........ ... 5:20
WORLD ALI TANCE OF REFORMED CHURCHES

An alliance is what the word says, M. H. Woudstra . . . . .. 1:4

On joining the World Alliance, M. H. Woudstra . . . ... 11:11
WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES

Continued support for communistic CEPAD,

PDelJong .........0 . it tinnnnnn, 810

WORSHIP

Bach: a “switch-ofT”, R Julien . . ... ............. 59

The second service, ). Tuininga . . . ... .......... 521

Symbolism inworship M. D. Raul ... ............ 1:4
BOOK REVIEW

Bumbhan, Yames. The suicide of the west,

(LH.Sietsema) .. ... 10:15
Chittick, Donald E. The controversy roots of the

creation- evolution conflict, (J. H. Sietsema) .«-. . . . . 523
Churchill, Robert K. Lest we forget: a personal

reflection of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church,

(B.DeJong) . .........cciiiuunr .y 10:16
Halberstam, Davic, The reckoning, (P. De Jong) . . . . .. 10:15
Heerema, Edward. R. B. —a prophet in the land,

(P.Delong) ... cnmvin i 2:15
Milier, Samuel. The ruling etder, (W. Shisko) . . ... ... 6:15
Sartelle, John P. What Christian parents should

know about infant baptism, (E. H. Oostendorp) . . . . . 123
Steidl, Pau! M. The earth, the stars, and the Bible,

(P.DEJONEY © oo v e it i e e it e v 5:6
¥an Hinte, Jacob, Netherlanders in America,

(P.DeJong) ........ .. i, 4:23
Van Till, Howard 1. The fourth day,

(L-DeKoster) . ..... ... oo 2:15






