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seen as the God of history — the God
who protected Judah from the As-
syrians in 701 B.C. and the God who
preserved Western Europe from the
Nazis in 1939-45; the God who sent
the Babylonians into Jerusalem in
587 B.C. and the God who has chas-
tened His backsliding covenant
people many times during the course
of history.

Thus it will be that one of the
major uses of Church History in
preaching is that it will provide il-
lustrations and parallels which will
show that just as the Bible is con-
cerned with history, so also the God
of the Bible continues to concern
Himself with history, Some examples
may be given. About the year 622
B.C. the book of the law was found
in the temple, and King Josiah was
greatly used of God in turning the
nation from idols and to the living
God. True worship, according to
God’s revealed Word, was restored.
The Protestant Reformation of the
sixteenth century provides many
parallels to Josiah’s reformation-—
both were founded upon a redis-
covery of God’s inerrant Word, both
sought to eradicate idolatry, and
both sought to reinstitute true
religion after a long period of decay
and superstition.

The vision of revival in Ezekicl
37:1-14 might be illustrated by the
evangelical awakening of the
eighteenth century, as God’s word
and Spirit gave new life to a people
who were spiritually dead. As a
counterpoise to that, one might
point to the collapsing Roman Em-
pire as an illustration of the process
of accelerating degradation, cul-
minating in homosexuality, which
Paul portrays in Romans 1:18-32.
For that matter, our own totiering
civilization will provide enough sad
parallels, The use of such llustra-
tions will reinforce in the minds of
Christians the fact that God is the
God of history, the One who acted in
biblcal times, who has acted since,
and who acts today. Faith and fact
will thus go hand-in-hand, unlike the
case in nco- orthodoxy wherc there
is a tragic separation,

Naturally, there are pitfalls of
which the preacher must be aware if
he is going to refer to Church His-
tory in proclaiming the Word of
God. One of the most obvious is
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today’s ignorance of history. As one
of the senses in which the word “his-
tory” may be used, C.S. Lewis
referred to “that vague, composite
picture of the past which floats,
rather hazily, in thc mind of the
ordinary educated man™ More
amusingly, Sellar and Yeatman have
portrayed history as “Memorable
History,” for history is “what you can
remember.”™ To a significant extent,
sociology has supplanted history in
universities and schools. In Oxford
in the 1920s over 30% of under-
graduates were reading history, but
forty years later this percentage has
almost halved ®

Names like Jonathan Edwards,
John Calvin, Anselm, and Augustine
can mean much to the preacher but
little to many seated in the congrega-
tion. The preacher may be waxing
eloquent on Martin Luther, and all
the time somne of his congregation
think he is speaking of Martin
Luther King, I recall bewildering
one Bible College student in
Vanuatu who, admittedly armed
with a defective grasp of English,
could not work out what Augustine
(of Hippo) had to do with a hip-
popotamus! If a preacher is going to
refer to historical charecters and
events, he needs to take the time to
explain them simply and in enongh
detail, so that a person with no back-
ground in history will be able to fol-
low what is being said. In all his
works, whether biblical, theological
or historical, J.C. Ryle was a master
of forceful simplicity. Any preacher
would be well advised to study his es-
says on historical subjects.

Contrary to prevailing opinion,
even in historical circles, it is ap-
propriate to give some dates, so that
people can begin to sort out an
order of cvents in thejr minds. The
modern distaste for dates is part of
the reason lor the vagueness that
pertains to most people’s grasp of
history. Luther, Calvin, Wesley and
Spurgeon all belong to some in-
dehnite past, and few have much un-
derstanding of how they fit into the
flow of history.

Dr. D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones never
tired of telling us that “there is no-
thing next to the Bible which is more
encouraging than to familiarize
oncself vnth the great history of the
church.”® To the Doctor’s eloquent

testimony might be added that of
Philip Schaff: “History is, and must
ever continue to be, next to God’s
Word, the richest foundation of wis-
dom, and the surest gulde to all suc-
cessful practical activity.”” The
Christian preacher has evcry reason
to delve into church history and to
share the fruit of his labours with his
congregation. it will encourage him,
it will help to train his people to
think historically, and it will provide
many apt and helpful illustrations of
biblical truth. Provided he avoids the
pitfalls noted above, the preacher
may indeed “declare His deeds
among the people” [Ps. 9:11].
Bolimgbroke used to say that history
is “philosophy teaching by example.”
The Christian can do better — history
is theology teaching by example.

IT. Carlyle “History as Biography”
in F. Stern (ed) Varieties of History
from Voltaire to the Present, Mac-
Millan and Co., London, reprinted
1970, p. 98.

ze.g. F. Schaeffer The God Who is
There, Hodder and Stoughton, Lon-
don, 1970, pp. 52-3,78-9,,

R. Bultmann “New Testament and
Mythology” in H.W. Bartsch (ed)
Kerygma and Myth, vol. 1, SP.CK,,
London 1957, p. 42.

*C.S. Lewis “Historicism” in C.T.
Mclntire (ed) God, History, and His-
torians, Oxford University Press,
New York, 1977, p. 230.

*W.C. Sellar and R.J. Yeatman
1066 and All That, Methuen, 1930,
reprinted 1975, p. 5.

R.W. Southern “The Contem-
porary Study of History” in F. Stern
op. cit. p. 405,

¢.g. Five English Reformers and
Christian Leaders of the 18th Century,
both reprinted by the Banner of
Truth.

®¢.g. Joy Unspeakable, Kingsway
Publications, Eastbourne, 1984, p.
124,

®Cited in Mark Noll et al Chris-
tianity in America: A Handbock,
Lion, Herts, 1983, p. xix.

Reprinted from the Aug.-Sept. 1987
BANNER OF TRUTH with which
Pve had a reciprocal arrangement.













REFLECTIONS ON

SYNOD 1987

It takes some time before the
decisions of the most recent Synod
can be judged by the church. Often
there is one particular issue which
has demanded the lion share of the
Synod’s time and has also been
debated pro and con in the church
papers before Synod meets, This
past Synod had quite a number of im-
portant issues to deal with, but not
one of overriding importance.
believe that there are certain pat-
terns which have been disclosed by
the actions of the Synod of 1987, We
have had some very excellent articles
of information on the actions of the
past Synod in the religious press, but
it is also well to get a certain amount
of commentary on what has been
decided.

One committee reported to this
Synod concerning the often dis-
cussed matter of the calling of min-
isters in our denominations. There
have always been certain weaknesses
in our system of calling although the
committee stated that “normally it
presents no problems.” In fact, even
though there are weaknesses in the
method, our system also has certain
strengths which may not be lost. In
our syslem of calling, both the con-
gregation and the minister have
frcedom! The congregation may call
whomever it pleases and the minister
who is called may cither accept or
decline the call, These are freedoms
which may not be lost. In many chur-
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ches these freedoms do not exast.
The matter of calling has been
studied time and again in the history
of the church but no one was ever
willing to tamper with the system we
have.

The committee which reported to
the Synod of 1987 was willing to
“take the bull by the horns!” They
came with “a bold suggestion.” This
is putting it mildly. The comnmittee
proposed that Synod “allow” a
church to issue a “term call,” ie., a
call for a specific period of time.
Where our method “normally
presented no problems” the abnor-
mal is now addressed. The advisory
committee at Synod expressed the
wish that more attention had been
paid to the work of the Holy Spirit!
Is this “remedy” not hke killing a fly
with a sledge hammer?

You have noticed, of course, that a
church is allowed to issue a term
call, 1t doesn’t have to! Here we havc
another sizeable step in the direction
of congregationalisin. Personally I
also wonder if this will not be an ex-
cellent way of paving the road
toward the acceptance of women
preachers. Why not try it for a
couple years!!! As [ say, this is a per-
sonal view, but is it s0 far fetched?
We have been on a steady course
since the adoption of Report 44 on
the Nature of Office and Ordination
by the Synod of 1973 of “hollowing
out” the offices in the church! This is
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a serious matter, The office of the
minister of the gospel is no longer
considered to be a calling, it is a job!
We give “tenure” to our professors
and, I believe, rightly so. However,
the ministry of the Word is deni-
grated again and again. It has been a
one-way street since 1973, Twill
return to this a little later.

1t is only three years ago that Synod
decided it was proper to elect
women to the office of deacon.
Many thought this wasn’t so bad be-
cause this was not a ruling office(?).
It has become well known that there
are some of our churches who al-
ready have women elders and the
Synod of 1987 was faced with the
question whether or not a woman
ought to be allowed to become a can-
didate for the ministry. This is going
fast!!! Her appeal was turned down.
But this is not the end of the matter.
She has appealed to the judiciary
code committee. It will be very intcr-
esting to see what this committee
reports at the proper time. Although
it was turned down (the appeal),
nevertheless there were 22
registered negative votes!

Anmnother item in this samc connec-
tion was the decision of Synod to ap-
point a committee to study the mnat-
tcr of “Headship” once more, as it
pertains to the church. It is not long
ago that a cominittce reported to
Synod on this matter and Synod
agreed that the man’s headship 1s







is being asked more and more.
There is the possibility of doing noth-
ing. But how long is the conservative
element in the church going to be
able to take it? Do you really beheve
that we will not have women elders
and ministers? The question is not
if? but when? Everyone is hesitant to
split the church, I refer you to the ar-
ticle which I wrote in the Outlook of
March 1986, We are not splitting the
church—the Synod of 1984 did that!
We need not join others—we are
simply to go calmly forward as the
Chr, Ref. Church!

In the above mentioned article I es-
timated that within five years we
would have women in all the offices.

There are only three and a half years
left on that schedulc. I am not revis-
ing it. It was a conservative estimate.
Some say that it cannot happen be-
cause the rules are against it. When
the other two offices are attacked it
will be all new material, and, there-
fore, acceptable.

There seems to be no conception
of the meaning of the term church!
As aresult, there is little conception
of either the meaning of office or of
worship. A leader publicly denies
the validity of the articles of the Bel-
gic Confession on the Church. An
Episcopalian priest is allowed to oc-
cupy one of our pulpits...and nothing
is done!

All these are serious matters that
call for action. The liberal element in
the church has won the recent bat-
tles. It is becoming a juggernaut. Can
anything stop il? Will we have any-
thing left to bequeath to our children
and children’s children?

Winston Churchill once said: I do
not plan to preside over the dissolu-
tion of her majesty’s empire. Are you
planning to help pay for the ruin of
the church?

Rev. H. Vander Kam is a retired CR
pastor living at Orange City, Iowa.

BLACK MONDAY:
A SIGN OF THE TIMES

The recent panic on Wall Street,
wherein the market lost a fifth of its
value (hundreds of billions of dol-
lars) in one day, tells us almost more
than we want to know about modern
man and his times. It reveals a
society which glories in its own
sophistication, but which in reality
has had its intellectual bankruptcy
laid bare. Even as brokers were reas-
suring their clients with soothing
cliches, the free-falling market was
revealing the utter error of their
ways. The power of consensus broke,
and panic ensued.

Since this makes up the social con-
text of today’s church, we can
legitimately ask whether or not she is
afflicted with the same kinds of foun-
dational weaknesses. And we would
say “Yes,” that this telltale event
reveals the church's loss of faith as

well as rationality. She too has her
brokers saying “Peace, peace....” But
as the Scriptures say, there is no real
peace when the underlying supports
consist of half-truths and error. Can
our Black Monday be far away?

Confusion Threatens

This phenomenon threatens both
the church’s theology and her ability
to apply it. Symptomatic of this dis-
ease, men even seew to have lost the
capacity to look at words and senten-
ces (or events and trends) and under-
stand them correctly. And, as has
happened time and time again his-
torically, oligarchies or bureacratic
fraternities have lept in to fill the
resultant theological vacuum., If
God’s Word won't rulc, men are all
too willing!

Damnably, such groups are able to
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say that black is white, or that the
word “No” really mcans “Yes,” and
still draw affirmative nods from the
crowd. But while this simple ig-
norance may be able to perpetuate
itself for some time, as the Scrip-
tures say, all error has its day of reck-
oning. Their “feet will slip” and they
will “fall headlong.”

And when people who are at ease
with a herd mentality suddenly find
their folly discovered, panic over-
comes them. From the results of the
recent crash, we can see what hap-
pened ncxt. They ran this way and
that, with bonds, futures, precious
metals prices etc. gyrating wildly as
the herd irrationally and inomen-
tarily changed its choices. They were
utterly lost.

God predicts this of those who
scoff at His Word. He says that there
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