











result was peace, wonderful peace. When sinful man
by faith is justified before God, he has peace in His
soul]. That’s the peace the angels sang of in the fields
of Efratha-first ‘‘the sword,”’ then peace.

By His work of the sword, He brought peace to His
sinful people. The power of sin had to be destroyed,
and the devil dethroned. Jesus saw him ‘‘fall from
heaven like lightning.’’

That’s what Christmas is all about. “*He will save
His people from their sins,"’ the angel said to Joseph.

Unbelievers and the world do not enjoy this peace.
They are still ““in their sins.”’ They may have a for-
mal celebration of Christmas, make a big ado about
it, but the real Christmas with its wonderful peace
they do not have.

How do we as Christians enjoy Christmas?
Although many Christians condemn the Christmas
commercialization, they do very little that is positive
to observe it.

What the Lord wants us to do is to see His con-
descending love to come to wage this battle for us —
how He fought sin as the holy One. He fought this
battle even in His prayers and in His lonely life. He
really was ‘‘alone in the crowd.” None really
understood Him while He was on the cross. Even
while He was living His life on earth and doing His
work, He was the ““man of sorrows and acquainted
with grief,”” as He came with the “‘sword’’ to destroy
the devil and the power of sin. That we must see anew
each Christmas.

Take a second look, during this Christmas, at
yourself as a sinner. Even though we have been
redeemed there is still much sin in the most holy. Try
to see anew the determination, love and dedication
of the Lord when He came into our lives and our
world to fight the great battle for us against the devil
and our sin in order to deliver us.

And knowing now what He paid and that our salva-
tion and victory are sure, we can have peace of which
the angels sang.
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When the Lord gives us a new birth and makes us
Christians, He works this in our human nature that
was controlled by the power of sin. The result is that
we now have a new nature which fights against the
old nature. This produces a continuing battle in our
lives. Paul says that the flesh lusts against the spirit
and the spirit against the flesh. for these are contrary
to one another. This battle all children of God know
by experience. Recall the words of Romans 7: “‘For
the good which [ would, I do not, but the evil which
I would not, I keep practicing. . . Wretched man that
I am. Who shall deliver me from the body of this
death?” And the answer follows, ‘I thank God
through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

It is in Him alone that we find wonderful peace,
following the batitle within our own natures and lives,

People of God who possess His Spirit and know
Christ still live in this sinful world. It’s the same

world in which Jesus lived. He said, “They have
hated me, they will also hate you.”’

Jesus also prepares His disciples for this kind of life,
as He in the 10th chapter of Matthew tells them that
He is sending them ‘‘like sheep among wolves.”” What
a picture — helpless sheep in the midst of a pack of
vicious, hungry wolves! In the same breath Jesus says
that that opposition of the world may become so
strong that brother will betray brother to death and
a father, his child, and children will rebel against their
parents and have them put to death. How intense is
the hatred of the devil and the world for the cause of
Christ!

Sometimes the Lord made the battle general for all
Christians. He told us that in the world we shall have
tribulation, but that we should be encouraged,
because He has overcome the world.

Later in this same chapter Jesus makes all this very
personal: ““And anyone who does not take his cross
and follow me is not worthy of me. Whoever finds
his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my
sake will find it.”’

Many of God’s children have experienced incredi-

ble suffering for their Lord, some giving up their lives.
Let us not forget, that at this time there are large
numbers suffering in prison and labor camps.
In some measure, all children of God must and do ex-
perience this kind of opposition, beginning with the
struggles against our old sinful nature. Ours is a life-
long battle,

However, we are always given great encourage-
ment. Christ assures us that He has overcome the
world. The real victory has already been achieved. He
promises that He will also give us a share in this vic-
tory in His time. These promises can give us inner
peace.

The victory is sure!
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However, Jesus’ work with the "‘sword’’ still isn’t
finished. It wouldn't be finished even if we were
already in heaven.

He will return to give us new bodies and to create
a new heaven and earth. He will ocvercome the devil
and all his host. Death and all His enemies will be
“swallowed up’’ in victory. What is ‘‘swallowed’ is
gone. All His enemies will be completely defeated.
His work of the “‘sword’’ will not be completed until
that is accomplished.

And in the new heaven and earth peace will reign
forever. It will be a peace beyond the highest expec-
tations any one of us on this earth can begin to have,
beyond all human understanding and
comprehension,

This hope, the great General and Captain of the
hosts of all His people left with us, even before He
died: ‘‘Peace I leave with you, peace I give unte you.
I do not give you as the world gives.’” The world can-
not give such promises and cannot keep what it pro-
mises. Christ can.

And then these words follow, ‘‘Let not your hearts
be troubled, neither let them be afraid.”’
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steady income. Those that are able to find work or
have small businesses receive a very small income for
their labor.

Elder Pasua of Kananga says that the average mon-
thly income of his people is 1000 Zaires ($18). His
Treasurer’s wife rises up early in the morning and
picks up a large basket full of bread. She carries it on
her head for ten miles to deliver it, and then walks
ten miles home. This takes most of the day and for
it she earns a few pennies.

Nunga Miluwa, a Christian in Lubumbashi, had
been a school teacher. He earned 750 Zaires a month
($14). He had to pay 500 Zaires for renting a house,
and it cost 600 Zaires for one bag of flour for the
month. His story is repeated over and over by many
of the people in the church. To make matters even
worse, the price of groceries and clothing is con-
siderably higher than in the United States.

You might wonder how it is possible for anyone to
survive under those conditions? They survive, but
barely, by continuously scratching and bartering in
order to eke out a living. Mothers with their children,
often a baby on their back, can be seen at every street
corner trying to sell or barter something, perhaps
some flour, or sugar cane, or bananas, and often
bread. On the morning that we flew from Kinshasa
to Lubumbashi we had to leave the motel for the air-
port at 4:30 AM. As we were driving through the
streets, women, some with their children, were
already out walking with large baskets on their heads,
going to get their day’s supply to barter or sell on the
streets. These women would be at this until 10:00 to
11:00 at night, every day. Life is a very hard, day-to-
day struggle to exist.

It is easy to see that health problems abound under
such conditions. In the congregations that we visited
and with whom we held services, there were always
many children. But it was very sad to see that almost
all of the children had extended stomachs to some
degree from malnutrition. There is no sanitation.
Sewage is taken care of by an open drainage ditch.
The average person in Zaire simply cannot afford any
medical treatment. If any is received it is through the
church. As an example of the extent of the medical
problems, we were told that in the city of Lubum-
bashi, a city of nearly a million people, 65% of the
population has tuberculosis.

We have all heard and seen on TV the stories of
hunger and poverty in Africa. There is a lot that can
be said about the sinful reasons why this poverty has
come about. My intention is not to try to play on our
emotions or to put us on a guilt trip because we are
rich Americans. But the fact is, this is not just another
story about poverty someplace in the world. These are
our Reformed brothers and sisters who are greatly in
need. [ strongly reject the prevalent idea of redistribu-
tion of wealth, but clearly as Christians we have a
responsibility to carry out a diaconal ministry to our
Reformed brethren in Zaire.

I am convinced that a true diaconal ministry is
much more than handing cut medicine and clothing.
These things are necessary, but there is a much larger
picture that must be in view. We do not want to make
the church in Zaire a welfare church and I am con-

vinced that they do not want that either. What they
want is to become self-sufficient, but they need a lot
of learning and training in order for that to be pos-
sible. Exemplifying their desire to help themselves,
in the city of Mbuji-Mayi they are planting gardens
on their church property to provide food for the
poorest of the congregation. Elder Bankina has plans
to start an agricultural school. Yet this is a new direc-
tion for them and they need help.

I am convinced that if these people receive the
Reformed gospel with the Reformed world-and-life
view and the Reformed work ethic, with the proper
training and development they can become self-
sufficient. 1 found them to be a very resourceful
people.

The fact that in the city of Lubumbashi they are
building church buildings with sunbaked clay bricks
is another example of their willingness to help
themselves. With just a little help to obtain property
and some basic materials, they are very willing and
capable of building their own buildings for worship.

As T mentioned earlier, it is impossible to really
comprehend the poverty that is a part of everyday life
in Zaire without seeing it first hand. Yet I trust that
I have been able to convey to you at least a little idea
of what the situation is. I would like to end this report
by relating to you what an individual in Kanshasa told
us on the day we left Zaire. Since our flight was not
until evening we spent several hours in the Hotel
lounge visiting with a friend. His name is Gisungu.
He had brought with him a friend who could speak
English, to translate for us. After we had visited
several hours, Gisungu said that before he left he
would like to have devotions with us. He turned to
Acts 3 and read the story of the lame man at the
temple who asked Peter for help. Peter said he did
not have any money, but what he had he would give,
and that was salvation. After he read this Gisungu said
to us that this is what the church in Zaire also wants.
Though the needs of the Church in Zaire are great,
they are not just asking for rich Americans to give
them a handout, but what they are asking for is the
Gospel. We may not have abundant resources to carry
out all sorts of large projects, but we have the Gospel.
Certainly we can provide the Gospe! for them.

How we praise God for the work He is doing in the
nation of Zaire! Truly He has provided an open door
for the preaching of the gospel in the heart of Africa.
The needs there are great; yet we trust that the Lord
will provide. If there is anyone of any group who
would like some information on how they can contri-
bute or in some way help with the ministry in Zaire
they are welcome to write to the following address.

Committee on Diaconal Ministries

Rev. Maynard Koerner
Box 372
Sutton, NE 683979

Editor's note: A vear ago the May and July-August Outlook reported
on the beginning of a new Reformed church in Zaire, arising out
of response to the French Back-To-God Hour broadcasts of Aev.
Aaron Kayyan. Rev. M. Koerner reported on the way these new
churches were being ossisted by the Reformed Chureh in the U.S.
A recent inquiry elicited this report from him about how the number
of these new congregations has now increased to about fifiy!
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‘“‘Praying in the Holy Spirit’’

While the order to be busy ‘‘building up ourselves
on the faith™ stresses our activity, we must also re-
main aware of our own inability and our dependence
from beginning to end on the saving grace of God. The
Holy Spirit was promised to all who ask for Him (Luke
11:13) as the indispensible guide into all the truth
(John 16:13). Accordingly, we must pray for His
presence and guidance if we are to accomplish
anything. ‘“Unless the Lord build the house, they
labor in vain who build it"* (Ps. 127:1}).

“In the Love of God”’

Our prayers are one side of the relationship with
God into which He in His grace brings us. We are to
““Keep yourselves in the love of God.”” The Apostle
John who stresses so strongly our need to abide in
truth in the same breath stressed our remaining in the
love of God: ““In this the love of God was manifested
toward us, that God has sent His only begotten Son
into the world, that we might live through Him. . .He
loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for
our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought
to love one another’’ (1 John 4:9-11). The Apostle Paul
who so stressed sound doctrine also warned, “‘If
anyone does not love the Lord Jesus Christ, let him
be accursed’’ (1 Cor. 16:22). The Lord Himself, while
He praised the Ephesian church for its rejection of
false teachers, also warned it that if it did not return
to its lost “‘first love™ it would lose its light (Rev, 2:1-
6).

A Sure Hope

Living in this relationship with the Lord, brings a
confidence about the future as we are to be *‘looking
for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal
life.”* This ‘‘hope’’ must never be reduced tc a mere
wish as the word often is in daily language; it is as
sure as the promises of God. We are to anticipate, as
we already begin to experience something of the
reality of “eternal life’’ (John 3:36; 5:24).

An Evangelistic Outreach

While we are ordered to build up ourselves upon
the Faith, we maust not be preoccupied with self but
must also look at all kinds of people around us.
Although many of them may be strangers or enemies
to the Faith, we are to see them as lost peopie who
need the same grace of God as we do and we are to
“‘have compassion® or, literally, “*have mercy’* on
them. As we ““look for the mercy of our Lord Jesus
Christ unto eternal life,”” we are {o have and show that
kind of mercy or loving concern for them. We are to
try to lead them out of their ignorance and ‘‘doubts’
into the gospel that we have been given.

We are to try to save them ‘‘with fear, pulling them
out of the fire.”” That startling expression shocks us
into considering what the real predicament of
everyone apart from Christ is. In our time it is very
unfashionable to say that every non-Christian is like
someone caught in a burning building and needing
to be rescued, but God’s Word says that that is the
simple iruth. As Harry Blamires observed in The

Christian Mind (p. 114), in our secular age people live
with the false “‘pretense that, inside or outside, {the
truth) conditions are pretty much the same.”” God’s
Word says that the non-Christians’ house is afire and
we have to work with all of the urgency of a fireman
trying to get them out of it.

Necessary Caution

Firemen must be constantly aware of the dangers
of their work — Remember the local fireman who lost
his life on the job. Therefore ‘‘fear’” or caution is
necessary. Because the error is s0 dangerous, threaten-
ing with ‘‘eternal fire,”’ Christians trying to help those
who are caught in it must be careful that they
themselves do not become victims of it. (How many
“‘missionaries’” have not themselves been lured into
the very errors from which they were intending to
save others? That has characterized the dreary history
of many, perhaps most, modern missions!)

A different, equally striking illustration stresses the
same point. We are to be ‘*hating even the garment
defiled by the flesh.’” That expression recalls the Old
Testament ceremonial laws about avoiding things that
were ‘“‘unclean.” Although those ceremonial laws are
no longer applicable after the coming of Christ, their
warning against the contagion of moral and spiritual
error is at least as urgent now as it was then. Those
ceremonial laws, incidentally, protected God’s people
against what we in our time are beginning to unders-
tand as germ-caused diseases. In the light of current
discoveries, the warning seems even more relevant
than it may have seemed when it was given.

In hospital visits I have sometimes been surprised
by unexpected orders that all visitors don sterile coats,
gloves and masks. What was the reason for such
awkward requirements? The staff had suddenly
become aware of a spreading staphylococcus infec-
tion that must be stopped if the hospital would help
rather than endanger its patients. A recent TV pro-
gram highlighted Australian hospital studies that
showed this to be a much more serious and difficult
problem than had been suspected. It showed that doc-
tors who neglected to wash their hands between visits
to patients were some of the worst offenders! (Could
it be that a similar carelessness among the churches’
theological “*doctors” or teachers has often made
them sources of heresies instead of healthful
teaching?) At any rate, the important point that Jude
makes is that if we are to succeed in building up the
Christian churches’ resistance to destructive heresies,
we will have to obey some elementary laws of sanita-
tion and beware of spreading by our own carelessness
the very thing we are supposed to combat. It is a sad-
dening fact that in a time when we are increasingly
alerted against the dangers of contaminated foods and
drugs, educational and government leaders {abetted
by Liberal churchmen) defend the free spread of much
more destructive moral and religious teachings as a
““civil right,”’ and then wonder why the troubles of
our society multiply. If we are to bring the healing
gospel to people around us we will have to stop
spreading the moral and spiritual contamination that
makes people sick.
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he became a member and elder in the Jamaica, NY-
(Queens CRC, and was an elder delegate to the last
CRC synod. Recently Messiah's Congregation was
received into the denomination and he was received
as an ordained pastor. Invited to speak at the 35th
Anniversary meeting of the Reformed Fellowship, he
brought something of a fresh perspective on the role
of the fellowship. He compared it with that of Esther
whom her uncle reminded was assigned a strategic
place in a very critical time, saying, ‘*‘'who knows but
that you have come to royal position for such a time
as this?" {Esther 4:12).

After he was admitted to our ministry, one minister
hardly knew whether to offer him congratulations or
condolences. For himself, the speaker found it dif-
ficult to understand the reason for such uncertainty.
If it was because the Word of God is under full-scale
attack in the denomination today, he saw in that situa-
tion an infallible indicator that here the covenant of
God was to be found, and the word of that covenant.
That situation is somewhat like the threat that con-
fronted the people of God in the 5th Century B.C.,
when they were under the intense and diabolical at-
tack by a powerful madman named Haman, who had
determined to exterminate them.

What Time Is 1t?

This time is like every other since that of the Garden
of Eden. Wherever the covenant of God is, the word
of God is. The Apostle Paul stated that the chief ad-
vantage of the Jews as God's covenant people was that
they had been entrusted with the very words of God
{Rom. 3:2), so that they were the bearers of the Word.
The speaker saw his forefathers as deprived of this
privilege through unbelief, urging that we not also
lose it by doubt. The choice target of the devil has
always been the Word of God and the people to whom
it was entrusted, from Eden until today. All of the
Scripture is the story of the triumph of the Word of
God over all would-be perverters, distorters — in fact,
over all its enemies. The speaker then traced the at-
tacks of the devil on the Word of God since the seduc-
tion of our first parents, and the way the Lord, at each
turn of the attacks, promised and brought deliverance
when there seemed to be no hope, fulfilling His pur-
pose according to His almighty plan. At every junc-
tion in the history of the covenant when it looks as
if it is over, God says, ‘“What’s the matter with you
people?. . . This is My plan and My Word! Nothing
can be victorious against Me! Believe in Me!”’ Look
at Goliath, the living monster — at David — who
sinned, at Solomon — who sinned — at the divided
kingdom — at the captivity — Was there ever a time
when the kingdom of God was easy, when progress
was made without effort and blood?

Are these New Testament days of the church dif-
ferent from those of the Old? Certainly not! See how
we find the devil on a rampage against the church —
the emperor of the mightiest empire on a rampage
against the church, unbelieving Jews bringing con-
fusion into the new covenant people, and everywhere
false teachers who would pervert the Word and cove-
nant of God. What's new in this respect about the
times in which we live? There’s nothing new about it!
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God’s ‘““Antithesis”’

Through all this our Saviour says, ‘I will build my
church, and the gates of hell will not prevail against
it.’” This is a time for battle and for faithfulness. To
be faithful and to do battle requires that we maintain
the antithesis (opposition between true and false, right
and wrong, God and the devil), which is the founda-
tion of God’s covenant dealings. God introduced *‘en-
mity’’ before He introduced the promise of the Savior
(Gen. 3:15), putting a rift between the kingdom of
darkness and the kingdom of light. Satan’s goal is to
obscure and destroy this antithesis, as he tries to deny
any distinction between covenant-keeper and coven-
ant-breaker, between obedience to God and man’s in-
sistence on managing his own life. The devil's third
temptation of our Lord was a plea for pluralism —
“There’s room in this world for both of us. .. Why
can't we live together?”’ ‘“‘You have your
kingdom. . .Just worship me and we’ll get along
fine.”” Relativists can’t understand why these Reform-
ed people are so narrow-minded. They are willing to
live with us conservatives. Why can’t we live with
them? But in the battle between absolutism and
relativity, compromise is always a victory for relativi-
ty. In a choice between health and illness, com-
promise equals illness. Those who advocate com-
promise in our church want us to give up the idea of
absolute truth. They are always saying, ‘Do it my
way.”” When we refuse and say, ‘Do it my way,”” we
are the narrow-minded bigots who are splitting the
church! The antithesis of God created in Genesis 3:15
requires truth, faithfulness and obedience, for the uni-
ty of the covenant people. Relativists always press for
unity apart from truth. It has been observed that all
the struggles in Dutch Reformed church history seem
to have involved struggles against (1) human ideas op-
posed to Scripture and (2) hierarchy — as they do in
our churches today. The Reformation was born out
of opposition o these and we have been called by God
to engage in the battle against them today. Today’s
errors, stripped of their sophisticated language, still
amount to the old “Has God said?"’ *‘Don’t be so
sure...so dogmatic...so closed to the Spirit’s
leading!’’ Charismatics are saying, ‘“The Word of God
is not complete!"’ and Liberals are saying “‘Tt isn't
quite true!”’ The Banner says, ‘It is not clear!’’ The
Eastern Avenue Church says, *‘Tt’s not binding!”” The
synods say, ‘‘It’s not always relevant!’’ The attack is
on and it is on the Word. *‘Thy Word is truth,”’ Jesus
prays. Therefore every attack on it as truth. . .is an
attack on Christ Himself and is of the Antichrist, of
the father of lies, wbo seeks to seduce us away from
the Word. The short-range goal of Satan is to reduce
the Scripture to a kind of “‘apocrypha’’ — useful to
read and for instruction, but not adequate to ‘‘con-
firm any point of faith or of the Christian religion.”
That is their position in a nuishell!’’ The Bible is pro-
fitable and ought to be read, but ‘‘is far from having
any binding authority!”’ That was precisely the sin of
the Pharisees who opposed Jesus Christ. That is ex-
actly the status to which they relegate the Scriptures,
in deference to human tradition. That is exactly how
some Christian Reformed ministers, churches and




synods use the Scriptures. When the Scriptures are
displaced as our standard to determine what is true,
our standard becomes reason, culture, the latest
liberation movement — Discerning readers of The
Banner see these presuppositions in operation in vir-
tually every issue, so that our denominational week-
ly appears to become ‘‘a Reformed version of the
Donahue show” where *‘everything is open to discus-
sion.”” A Bonner article recently cited a Southern Bap-
tist convention report that the higher one’s level of
education the less apt he was to appeal to Scripture
as inerrant. Instead of seeing this as revealing the cor-
rupting influence of American higher education and
showing the need of Christian education, the article
cited it with the evident purpose to encourage the re-
maining ignorami in the CRC who believe in the Bi-
ble’s inerrancy to ‘‘get smart'’ and realize that the
Scripture is not inerrant. We encounter ‘‘a seeming-
ly endless barrage of that kind of poppycock’” — of
cowardly attacks on our heritage. Let these men come
out and say where they stand. If you are going to be
a heretic, be a bold one! Christ said that those who
are ‘‘neither hot nor cold"’ will be spit out. They will
not say that they believe in evolution, for example,
but adopt the tactics of the 80’s, practice guerilla war-
fare, and, like snipers, pick off the next generation
of Christians. Seeking to be ‘‘relevant,’’ they commit
what Professor Murray called ‘‘the capital sin of our
generation” when they take their starting point in the
world rather than the Word. Whether on women'’s lib,
or alcoholism, or abortion, or egalitarianism, they let
the world set their agenda. And then they delude
themselves into thinking that hauling in a load of
Biblical citations proves their fidelity to the Bible,
forgetting that Satan is adept at citing it. The ques-
tion, however, is, *Do you believe the Word of God?”’

What Must We Do in such a Time as This?

1. We must {like a respectable and long established
business institution) not change our principles or
faith, but we must become more aggressive, We must
clean our own house. Is not a part of our current
predicament traceable to our own sins — our own in-
activity and lack of interest? Do we love our confes-
sion, the Lord's covenant, and the Lord Himself with
heart and seul, mind and strength? Or is ours a mere
intellectual and perhaps arrogant tradition? Have we
been trying with hearty enthusiasm to communicate
to our younger people the beauty of our Faith? The
speaker suggested that his young congregation in
Brooklyn needs the benefit of our gray hairs, but we
need young people who have caught the enthusiasm
for the Lord and His Word from us. Qur Reformed
churches have often failed to communicate a passion
and excitement for God’s truth. ‘*“We’ve always done
it that way'' is a totally inadequate substitute for
“What does the Bible say?’’ Are we more committed
to our connections than our convictions? The enviable
bond of love in our churches must move us to prac-
tice the Lord’s discipline, not to neglect it. Our
fellowship with those of like mind must not be a
substitute for our testimony to those who are not of
that mind. Where were the expressions of the wide-
spread criticisms of Banner policy at our last synod?

The speaker called for much more vigoréus protest
apgainst what is happening to the denomination, in-
stead of defeatism concerning it. Until we have done
everything that we can do to change what is wrong,
we have no right to ‘‘throw in the towel.”

Qur testimony must be much more than merely
negative. We must come out much more positively
for what we believe, envision and support.

2. The speaker suggested the need for a division of
labor, with individuals selecting objectives for their
special efforts, and united sharing of information and
strategic planning on the part of those who are com-
mitted to the Bible and confessions as true. He urged
the need of action, letter- writing and, if continued
official blasphemy makes it necessary, picketing the
denominational building.

3. We must pray — perhaps have prayer meetings
with special pravers for the denomination, teaching
our children to pray for the salvation of the CR
Church.

4. Pick your fights carefully. We can’t concentrate
all efforts on every issue, but need to select the most
urgent — The drive for non-sexist language in the
Heidelberg Catechism, he saw as a ‘““do or die’” issue
that compels us to fight. ‘‘In that proposed abomina-
tion,”’ he saw ‘‘every satanic presupposition. . .evolu-
tionary ethics, continuing revelation, egalitarianism,
obliteration of God-created distinctives, salvation by
equality rather than blood and grace, denial of head-
ship, hence, the denial of the covenant. ..

5. Among the speaker’s suggestions for the Qutlook
were included announcements, increasing subscrip-
tions, a more attractive format and illustrations,
satirical cartoons to show how ridiculous some of
these things are, continuing hard-hitting articles,
naming names, accepting advertising, including stir-
ring stories of great heroes of the faith, seizure of every
opportunity to serve by all who share this fellowship
of faith, insisting on an accounting to consistories by
every church agency we support — ‘‘no answer, no
bucks’® — establishing faithful discipline in the local
church and restoration of preaching the reality of
judgment and salvation — as Jonathan Edwards did.
Use God's Word faithfully and He will deliver —
Learn the appeal and confidence of Christ in, “It is
written!”’ Perhaps we as a fellowship were raised up
for such a time as this to speak for all God has com-
manded and stand against the assemblies of infideli-
ty in the confidence that God still says, ‘I have ap-
pointed you to stand. They shall fight. . .but they
shall not prevail against thee, for I am with thee. . .to
deliver thee.”” ‘‘Let us believe in God." PDj
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