





If we and our children are going to be true children of the
Reformation we have to be people who feel and confess the
need of this great fergiving mercy in Jesus Christ our Savior.

The result of the experience of being forgiven by the mercy
of God in Christ is that people will and should serve Him.
In Ps. 130 as well as in many other places in Scripture this
service is called *“the fear of God.”’ This is the subject taught
in the third part of the Heidelberg Catechism. It is the “‘fear”’
of love. The Bible also speaks of *‘the fear of God™’ in
another sense, the fear of God’s wrath and judgment. “*Fear”
as it is used here has an entirely different meaning. This is
the “‘fear’” of adoration, of serving God in the consciousness
of His great glory and majesty, of thankfulness because of
his great redemption from our sins through the Lord Jesus
Christ. This kind of fear glorifies God.

John Calvin emphasized the glory of our sovereign God.
With him this was not a doctrine to be merely confessed with
the lips, and held by the church in creeds kept in the back
of a hymnal, He taught it as something that motivates and
guides our daily living in a life of godliness. Coupled with
it, as also necessary for true Christian living, was his teaching
of self-denial. Of this we also see much in his own life, a
life of self-denial, despite a weak body, serving the Lord
with all his capacities until his dying day.

It is this kind of living that glorifies God. It was necessary
to teach this in the days of the Reformation. It is necessary
today. We see that also church people are swept along by
the spirit of secularism, (the spirit of the world) worship-
ping the gods of malerialism, and pleasure. May these truths
of the Reformation be taught and lived, also in our day. And
may the Lord give us grace to hold them high, in our con-
fessions, but also in our living. O

STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP
MANAGEMENT AND CIRCULATION

(Act of October 23, 1962, Title 39,
United States code)

Filing Date: September 3, 1985

THE OUTLOOK
(formerly Torch and Trumpet)

Published monthly at 4855 Starr St., S.E.
Grand RAapids, Michigan 49506

The name of the publisher is Reformed Fellowship. The name
of the Editor and Managing Editor is Rev. Peter DeJong, 4985
Sequoia, S.E., Grand Rapids, MI 49508. The ownar is the
Reformed Fellowship, Inc., 4855 Starr, S.E., Grand Rapids, Ml
49508. Known bondholders, mortgages or other security holders
owning one percent or more of the total amount of bonds, mort-
gages or other securities are: None.

Total number of copies printed (net Press run) preceding 12
months 4895, last issue, 4900. Sales through carriers, dealers.
eic.: none. Mail subscription average 4395, last issue 4400. Free
distribution by mail averages 200, last issue, 200, Copies
distributed to news agents: none. Office left over average 300,
last issue 300. Total number distributed average 4895, iast issue
4900,

1 certity that the statements made by me are correct and
compiete.

MARY KAISER, Business Mgr.

(USPS 633-980)
“ Published Moathly July-August lssue Combined

“Aud the three companies blew the irumpets. . and
held THE TORCHES in their lefi honds, and THE
TRUMPETS in their vight hands . . . and they cried. The
sword of Jehovalt and of Gideon™™  (Judges 7:20).

JOURNAL OF REFORMED FELLOWSHIP, INC.

Send all copy to Managing Editor, Rev. Peter De Jong, 4885 Seguoia Dr., S.E.,
Grand Rapids, M| 49508. Phone (616) 698-6267.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES: Henry Vanden Heuvel, President; Edward ¥notl, Vice
President; Arlhur Bestemnan, Secretary; Paeter Wobbema, Treasurer; Clarence
Werkema, Asst. Secretary-Treasurer; John Engbers, John Piersma, Berlon
Sevensma, Harlan Vanden Einde, John Yander Aa, John Velthouse, Syburn
Vaoriman, Jay Wesseling, John Ybema, Peter Yonker.

Production Managsr: Peter Wobbema.
Business Manager: Mrs. Mary Kaiser.

This periodical is owned and published by Relormed Fellowship, Inc., a religious and
strictly non-profil organization composed of a group of Christian believers who held to the
Reformed Faith. Its purpose is to give sharpened exprassion ko this Faith, to stimulate the
doctrinal sensitivities of those who profess this Faith. {0 promotes the spiritual wettare and
purity of the Christian Relormad Church particukarly and also of other Refermed churches,
and as far as possible to lerther the interesls of all Christian action and institutions of
Reformed character.

The publishers of this journal express their adherance 1o the Calvinistic creeds as for-
mutaled in the Belgic Confession. the Heidelberg Catechism, the Canons of Dorl, and the
Westminster Confession and Catschisms.

The publishers reprasent Lha parsonal views of the writers andg do not necessarily reflect
the opinions of the members of Reformed Fallowhship, Inc.

Subscription Polley: Subscriphon price, $7.50 per year, $13.50 for 2 years (Canada rates
$11.50 per year, $23.00 for 2 years). Unless a definite raquest for discontinuance is received,
it is assumed Lhat the subscriber wishes the subscription to conlinue withaut 1he formality
of & renewal order and he will be billed for rengwal. If you have a change of address, pleass
nolity Lhe Business Office as early as possibile in order fo avoid the meonvenience of delayed
delivery. n¢lutle your Zip Cods.

EDITORIAL AND CIRCULATION OFFICES
THE QUTLOOK
4855 Slarr Strest, S.E., Grand Rapids, Ml 43506, Telephone $48-5421
OHice Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9-11 a.m.
After Office Hours - please call; 452-3519
Maihing Address: 4855 Siarr Street, S.E., Grand Rapids, M1 48506

Contents

October 1985 Volume XXXV No. 9

Forgiveness Uato Fear . ......... ... .. .. ... .. . ... o veuun.. 2
by John Blankespoor

A Reformer’s Tough Assignment......... ... ....., e 4
by Peter DeJong

Who Are the Shiites ... ... .. ... 6
by Bassam M. Madany

Careful, Carefull ... .. ... ... .. 8
by Jack Mederhold

I Attended a CAUSA Seminar .. ... ... ................... 10
by Norman L. Jones

Who Am I?. . e 12
by Glenn Palmer

Battle forthe Bible . ... ... .. ... . ... .. L 13
by Peter DeJong

Comment and Opinion. . ......... . . . o i oo 15
by John H. Piersma

Bible Study — “"the ACls™ ... ... ... . . 19
by Henry Vander Kam

Early Human Development ... ... ... ... .. ... ... ... .. 22
by Aaidert Mennega

Dealing With Ethnic Differesces ................ ... ... .. ..., 23

october 1985 / three















































http:Outlines-$4.00




these days. ““God didn't just give yvou Bible stories. He
revealed Himself and His coming Son through the word. You
must remember that you are the sons of the prophets and
of the covenants. All the nations were to be blest by Israel,
Therefore God sent His Son to you first. You were to receive
the first blessing. You must therefore turn away from your
iniquity so that you may become a blessing to all the nations
of the world.”" All the promises of God are yea and amen
in Christ!

The Arrest

What wiil be the result of this preaching of the word?
Notice, no one stumbles over the miracie which was per-
formed, but they indeed stumble over the preaching of the
gospel. The priests, the teachers of Israel and those who are
in the temple at the hour of prayer, together with the captain
of the temple, a priest with a special duty to guard the
sacredness of this holy place, and the Sadducees fell upon
them. Especially the latter are very displeased that they had
preached the resurrection of the dead through Jesus because
the Sadducees did not believe in a resurrection. The others
are also displeased. The priests are the ones chosen for the
task of instructing the people and that is a task which may
not just be taken by others. In a way they are acting respon-
sibly. They had been charged with keeping the teaching of
Israel pure and they were to discipline those who did not
do so (Deut. 13:13-14). There is no time this day to deter-
mine what is at stake, so they imprison them for the night
and will fook at the case again in the morning. But, the gospel
also has a different effect. Many believed. The number now
becomes about 5,000!

The Trial

The following day the council, the Sanhedrin, comes
together to pive judgment. A few names of these rulers are
mentioned. Although we know nothing of the last two, Annas
and Caiaphas are well known to us. Here is also an instance
of the spiritual decline of Israel. Annas had been highpriest,
and his son-in-law was now highpriest. Although in Israel
the highpriest was to serve until his death and then his son
was to succeed him, the office had now become a political
plum. Their inquiry is interesting. They ask by what name
or power they have done this. Strange questioning! But, it
is important to them because wonders might only be done
in the name of God!

Peter makes good use of the occasion presented him. He
is filled by the Spirit. He is polite. Is the charge that we have
cured a cripple? Is this the question? Is the question how this
man was made whole? I will tell you. This man has receiv-
ed healing through the name of Jesus Christ. Again: you
crucified Him and God raised Him from the dead. The Apos-
tie again refers to a well-known passage of the Psalms and
applies it to Christ. Although you, the builders, rejected this
stone—it was worthless in your eyes—God has taken and used
it at a very prominent place in the building of His kingdom.
He made this rejected stone the corner stone. This is the only
name in which there is healing and salvation. There is no
other saving name!

This council is in a very difficult place. In the first place,
they are not able to understand that unschooled men have
such boldness. Where did they get this articulation? They
realize that they have been and still are with Jesus. He is
the One who has given them understanding. In the second
place, they have to admit that a great miracle has taken place.
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To deny this would be irrational. All the people have seen
this man too. But, thirdly, if this goes any farther, what will
happen to all that which we hold dear? The counsel which
comes out of this kind of situation is usually not very good.
They should have cried to these Apostles: ‘‘Men, brethren,
what must we do?"’ Instead they threaten them, ‘Do not
speak in this name again!”’ In other words, ‘*You may heal,
but you may not preach!’’ They are not afraid of the
healing—but that word! Peter and John simply refuse this
way out. These rulers surely ought to be able to judge
whether a person should obey men rather than God. The
answer to that question is very simple. God has told them
to speak in this name!!! This is difficult for these rulers, but
there can be no charges against them. So, they have to let
them go. They must also live with the people!

The Prayer

When these two *‘pillars of the church’’ come to the com-
pany of the believers they unite in prayer. They have not
been frightened by the rulers of the people. Instead, they see
in that which has happened to them a fulfillment of Psalm
2. The rulers are raging and are imagining vain things against
the Lord and against His Anointed. Right in this city,
Jerusalem, the city of God, these things are being fulfilled.
They now pray earnestly for boldness and faithfulness in
preaching the word of God and the name of Jesus Christ.
This prayer lies at the basis of every reformer’s work. They
also pray that sipns and wonders may accompany the
preaching of the gospel. These are the aids of the gospel.
They open the way for the gospel to be heard.

Did the Lord hear this prayer? They don’t have to wait
for an answer. The place where they met shook. This is not
a second Pentecost, but the author tells us specifically that
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit. This Spirit enables
them to speak the word with boldness. That is the need of
the early church, and of the church of all apes.

Questions for discussion:

1. Should healing always accompany the preaching of the
word? How would you answer faith-healers?

2. Why were the disciples able to do miracles in the early
days of the church which we cannot do today? Is our in-
ability a sign of lack of faith? What purpose did these
miracles serve?

3. Where does the emphasis lie in this passage, on the heal-
ing or on the preaching?

4, How does Peter’s sermon and his defense show us how
the Old Testament must be used?

5. How does one obtain boldness in speaking the truth of
God?

6. Why do the rulers threaten them when they know the
Apostles are tight? Is this typical of unbelief?

THE LIFE OF THE EARLY CHURCH
Lesson 4 Acts 4:32-5:16

The life of the early church was difficult but beautiful.
Almost immediately the rulers of the people laid hands on
the believers. Some were imprisoned. Soon some would pay
for their faith with their lives. However, the life in the church
was also very beautiful, and many, in later times, have Ionged
for the type of life enjoyed by the early Christians. There
was an unmarred unity for a while. The church socon took
the center position in their lives, Everything was beautifully
simple!















