


























_CHRISTIAN REFORMED _

Arthur Besteman

The Synod was convened this year by the consistory of
the First Christian Reformed Church of Jenison, Michigan,
where on the evening preceding the beginning of synod a
service of prayer was held. The service was well attended
and was marked by a spirit of reverence and praise.

The pastor of the First Jenison Church conducted the open-
ing devotions of the first session of synod on Tuesday morn-
ing, June 11, The delegates proceeded to the election of
officers. The Reverend Calvin Bolt, pastor of the 12th
Avenue Church of Jenison was elected president on the
second ballot. On succeeding ballots the Reverend Peter
Brouwer, pastor of the First Church of Edgerton, Minnesota
was elected vice-president, the Reverend William Buursma,
pastor of the Third Church of Kalamazoo, Michigan was
elected first clerk and the Reverend Jack Westerhof, pastor
of the Willowdale Church of Toronto, Ontario, was elected
second clerk.

It is always an impressive moment when the delegates to
synod are requested to arise to indicate their agreement with
the three forms of unity. The delegates were then dismissed
to begin their work in the various advisory committees which
had been appointed by the officers of the preceding synod
and the stated clerk of the denomination. The men who make
committee appointments exercise a great deal of power and
can often influence the outcome of the dealing with issues
which the synod considers. This year there had been much
concern in regard to the composition of the committee which
was to study the fifty-pius overtures and appeals against the
1984 decision which opened the office of deacon to women.
An attempt from the floor fo add two members who were
known to support the historic position allowing only men in
the offices of the church was defeated by a vote of §8to 71.

Liturgy Committee

Wednesday, June 12

Much of this day was spent in committee work. It is here
that the delegates often exercise their greatest influence. A
decision which may have far reaching consequences was,
however, taken on this day. Synod approved the plan of the
Board of Publications by which the Liturgical Commitiee
ceased to be a standing committee of synod and became a
standing committee of the Board of Publications. Member-
ship on the commiitee will be determined by the Board of
Publications. Thus a committee which deals with a very im-
portant part of the church’s life which is directly under the
supervision of the elders in the local church will now be deter-
mined by an agency of synod rather than by synod itself.
Along with this decision, synod also adopted a recommen-
dation making the position of music and liturgy editor a con-
tinuing position with the Education Department of the Board
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of Publications. Another executive position has been created.
It will be interesting to observe how long it will take before
an assistant is needed.

De Wachter

Synod also took note on this day that the final issue of
De Wachter will be published on December 31, 1985. Afier
118 years of existence it now has less than two thousand
subseribers. The firsi clerk of synod had prepared a beautiful
tribute to De Wachter which he read on behalf of synod. The
present editor, Dr. Sierd Woudstra, responded.

Candidates for Ministry

Thursday, Jure 13

Synod concerned itself on this day with the declaration of
candidacy of forty-one young men for the ministry of the
Word in the Christian Reformed Church. Each delegate is
confronted with a statement of faith and a declaration as to
why he desires to enter the ministry. As the delegates dealt
with this material and sought the answers to various ques-
tions which arose from the writien material, this reporter
became more convinced of the mistake that was made when
the examination of candidates was removed from syned and
assigned to an agency of the church. Synod may save time
assigning the examination to someone else but it removes
from the delegates the opportunity to question the candidates
and ta hear persanally from them what they believe and what
they propose to do.

These candidates and their families were presented to
synod later in the week and appropriately addressed by the
president of synod. A brief litany was read, a prayer of
thanksgiving was offered and the delegates and visitors pre-
sent arose to sing all the stanzas of **God of the Prophets.””
May these young men go forth indeed as prophets to pro-
claim the Word of the Lord. May they be blessed and may
they be caused to be a blessing.

Synod interviewed Dr. Raymond Van Leeuwen who has
been teaching at Calvin College and whe was being recom-
mended to succeed Dr. Martin Woudstra who is retiring from
Calvin Seminary as professor of Old Testament. An inter-
view was also conducted with Dr. John Cooper, another
member of the college faculty who was being recommend-
ed to occupy the chair in the seminary vacated by Dr. Henry
Stob several years ago. Both men gave a good account of
themselves and were elected by synod to serve in the
seminary. It 1s a matter of concern that neither man has had
pastoral experience and so the number of faculty members
in the seminary who have never served a church or whosc
experience in the pastorate is of very brief duration confinues
to grow.

<

ﬁ_‘_\'\












LOT, THE MAN WHO VEXED HIS OWN SOUL

The Man God Did Not Use

William E. Hill, Jr.

A UP.U.S.A MINISTER said to me one day just after
the ‘67 Confession had been adopted, *‘I don’t like it, but
I can live with it.”’ Four thousand years ago in Sodom, a
good man by the name of Lot also said to himself, *“I don’t
like what goes on here, but I can live with it,”” The Bible
tells us that *‘Lot vexed his rightecus soul’’ over the sins
of Sodom. But why would Lot want to live with it when he
could just as easily be elsewhere and not have to *‘vex his
righteous soul’’ with the sins of his neighbors. No doubt,
Lot said to himself, ‘‘Sodom is a wicked city—Sodom is an
unbelieving city—perhaps I can do something to help these
people of Sodom. Perhaps I can witness to them! Maybe 1
can change Sodom.’”

Mixed Motives

Actually, however, Lot's real reasons for being in Sodom
were different from these which he gave to himself. Lot was
in Sodom in order to make a living. He wanted to make a
good living and he saw that he could do it in Sodom. That’s
the reason he went there and that is the reason he stayed.

Lot's purpose in being in Sodom, also, was to enjoy the
good things of civilization. He didn’t like being separated
from them. He had left Ur of the Chaldees with his Uncle
Abraham when he was a young man. He missed all of the
conveniences and pleasures of civilization. He had seen
possibilities in being with his Uncle Abraham and had pro-
spered out in the wide open spaces, But still he craved the
pleasures, benefits and social contacts of civilization.

Lot was in Sodom, too, becanse he wanted not only a liv-
ing, but wealth. He was in Sodom and he was going to have
his part of it. Just making a living wasn’t satisfying to him.
He wanted to make a killing. He knew that Sodom was the
place 1o do it.
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In the fourth place, Lot went to Sodom because he wanted
to rigse on the ladder of success, to become prominent, to
become well-known, to become a leader, This he could not
do out in the wide open spaces. His Uncle Abraham delighted
more in communion with God than in attaining success and
becoming powerful. Not Lot, It was all right to communicate
with God and in wicked Sodom he could do that, he said
to himself. Why not enjoy communion with God here since
God was anywhere and you could worship as well in the at-
mosphere of Sodom as out in the wide open spaces. So **Lat
chose Sodom.’” Though the sins of his neighbors vexed him
greatly, he stuck with Sodom. He was the kind of man who
said, *‘I don’t like it, but I can live with it.”* In spite of the
wickedness of his neighbors, he went on living with it.

“In the World, But Not of 1it”’

Now this is something which every missionary has to do,
but he is doing it for a different purpose. He is not doing
it to make a living. He is not doing it to make a killing. He
is not doing it to enjoy the benefits of civilization, nor to
rise high on the Jadder of suceess. He is doing it to bring
Christ to people who are in darkness, to obey his Lord’s com-
mand, so he, too, has to ‘“Vex his righteous soul”’ with the
wickedness around him. His main business is, however, to
replace that wickedness with righteousness rather than to
make money or to make a success out of it for himself,

A true Christian today works out in the world, has to face
a degree of the same thing that Lot had to face. Oftentimes
his righteous soul is vexed by things that are done on the
job and among his neighbors. But if he is a dedicated Chris-
tian, he is not there to make a living, not there to make a

killing, not there to find success, not there to get the gadgets

and comforts of life. A true, witnessing Christian seeks to
bring Christ to others wherever he is and to turn wickedness
into righteousness wherever he goes. He is there because he

¢§\\\\\




















http:Outlines-$4.00







































