





a more permanent relationship between ftwo “‘lovers,””
involving many of the commitments associated with
marriage, they now regard and defend as legitimate. And
it is not enough that such people live together as very intimate
friends. Since they are not responsible for their sexual
preferences, and sex is a good thing given by our Creator,
such relationships should involve so-called genital intimacy.
That seemed to be in essence the position defended by the
two professors from The Netherlands. On the basis of Scrip-
ture, unchastity and immoratity arc sins whether committed
by married or unmarried people. And the Catechism adds
that people can be guilty of unchastity even in the married
relationship. Even heterosexual marriage is not automatically
“‘honorable in all,’” as the King James Version translated
{Hebrews 13:4). Compare also I Thessalonians 4:1-7. Since
the kind of sexual activities involved in homosexual relation-
ships are condemned by God in His word as abominations,
the fact that they are expressions of “‘love’” and given the
sanction of so-called ‘‘marriage’™ or some kind of contract
does not make them right.

Giving Real Help

In view of these facts, the church will not help the homo-
sexuals by condoning the practice of homosexual acts. The
approach outlined briefly by Douglas A. Houck, based upon
his former experience as a practicing homosexual, would
seem to be the best way to reach out a helping hand (see
The Banrer, 9/17/84, p. 11).

Finally, the sentence under criticism seems to imply the
assumption that there is no possibility for a homosexual to
change. *“A life of celibacy”™ does not necessarily mean an
entire life-time, but in the context of the rest of the article
that is a natural interpretation. In another article in this
Banner Dr. Melvin Hugen answers the question ‘‘Is Change
Possible?”” affirmatively. He states, *‘Every year a higher
percentage of those seeking sexual therapy shifts from the
category of being told “you will have to live with it’ to ‘we
can help. maybe you find healing’.”’ Scripture and ex-
perience of many repentant sinners who found salvation
through faith in Christ shows that the grace of God can also
free men and women from this sin and bondage. For the
church the classic text will be I Corinthians 6:9b-11, ‘Do
not be deceived; neither the immeoral, nor idolaters, nor
adulterers, nor sexual perverts, nor thieves, nor the greedy,
nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor robbers will inherit the
kingdom of God. And such were some of you. But you were
washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name
of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God’* (RSV).
As we read that list of sins it is improper for anyone to look
down upon any particular group of sinners mentioned,
because by nature we all have weaknesses in some area. It
is only by grace that we can be saved through faith. The
church which imposes the **burden’’ of celibacy on homosex-
uals also proclaims the grace of God of which Paul speaks
in Titus 3:4-8 when he says, **when the goodness and lov-
ing kindness of God our Savior appeared he saved us, not
because of deeds done by us in righteousness, but in virtue
of his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and the
renewal in the Holy Spirit, which he poured out upon us
richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that we might be
justified by his grace and become heirs in hope of eternal
life. The saying is sure. . . ." Q
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