

















Evangelical Awakening

Suddenly we are discovering what we should have
known all along. It was our Christian teaching that
once shaped the character of our Christian culture
and civie laws, Of all people, especially Calvinists
have been aware of this. Groen Van Prinsterer and
Kuyper never tired of pointing this out. The Puri-
tans were fully conscious of the impaet of Christian-
ity on life. Perhaps many Americans became con-
fused by the illusion of a neutral education and a
neutral culture.

American evangelicals have had a rude awaken-
ing, It was not enough for the Christians to concern
themselves only with preaching the gospel and em-
phasizing the spiritual side of life. This was in a
sense their first response to the advocates of social
and political change. Almost forgotten are other at-
tempts like Prohibition — to save the morals of the
country. But there has been an awakening. The very
Christian foundations of our Christian culture and
laws are breaking up. Murder and adultery, perver-
sion and corruption are not only being allowed but
also advocated!

The great movement towards Christian schools is
a wonderful response to this atheism in education.
The right to life movement is 2 must. And although
I'm not sure whether we are a ““moral majority” the
moral right must be maintained.

A Necessary Distinction

Thete is however a distinction which we must be
careful to make and maintain, The church is an insti-
tute, and an organism. As an institute it has very
specific tasks. Nor should it yield to the temptation
to turn itself into a political or social tool. The
church is also the body of believers. They may and
must also function as an organism. Thus we may con-
sider the Christian life and action of the Christian
community as the church of Christ living in the
world. Some might wish to describe this distinction
as church and kingdom. By whatever name it is de-
scribed, it is clear that there are specific functions
belonging to the organized institute in distinction
from those belonging to the Christian community,

Confusion of Roles

It is not my purpose at this time to elaborate on
the specific tasks of the institute. We might have to
recognize many practical adjustments, often due to
a void being filled by the church organization (e.g.
operating medical, educational and recreational {a-
cilities). On the other hand, church tasks are being
voluntarily undertaken by Christian people {e.g.
mission societies, worship groups and theological
education). The danger with much of the confusion
of roles on a merely pragmatic basis is primarily
that the organized ehurch will lose a ciear idea of its
nature and funetion. Sometimes, however, when
very strict enforcement of distinctions seems to
stymie all action, we are sorely tempted to argue as
did Moody with his erities. He said: “I like my way of
doing something better than your way of doing
nothing.”

Who shall determine the character and limits of
the work of the organized church? Perhaps an even
more difficult question is: Who shall determine
when and how the Christian, individually and col-
lectively shall become involved in various areas of
life. This is a vital question! Everyone of us is
welcome to try to answer it in the light of Seripture.
Pope John Paul expressed his opinion when he urged
priests to keep out of politics and forbade some of
them to sit in Congress. Rev. Jerry Falwell has been
struggling with his role as preacher and leader of
the “moral majority.” Nor do I know how seriously
our Baptist brethren have taken the issue of who
should run the many Christian schools which are
springing up everywhere.

Kuyper’s Separate “Spheres”

I do not know if Dr. A. Kuyper around 1880 asked
somebhody for advice on the respective role of the
chureh and the university. To him belongs the honor
of working out a comprehensive theory distinguish-
ing the authority of the church from that of various
other institutions. He not only thought and talked,
but acted. Through his efforts the Christian educa-
tional system from 1st grade to university was made
the task of neither state nor church but of the Chris-
tian community (the chureh in its organie life). Mis-
sions and evangelism were considered by him the
special task of the organized church and he sue-
ceeded in getting the transfer from an independent
mission society to the care of the churches. Although
he himself engaged in politics and even served as
Prime Minister of the Netherlands, he did not do
this “as preacher” but as Christian citizen. While he
stressed the diaconal function of the chureh, he pre-
ferred to develop independent institutions of mercy.
Through his influence we thus have not only paren-
tal Christian schools but also a variety of other insti-
tutions such as Pine Rest.

Church and Christian Duties

Let the church be the church! This applies most
emphatically to the organized institution. And above
all, the church should carefully and consciously
determine the nature and limits of its official task.
Above all, let the church keep its spiritual priorities
in order. But there is another question: How must
the Christians be the church of Christ in the world?
Secular philosophers have been trying to persuade
us to keep out! And while the Liberal churchmen
were too ready to get involved in their liberal way,
they too are almost panicking lest the conservative
Christians should {ry to dictate morality to an im-
moral society! We hear the same cries of anguish
from the secular educators when we press for Chris-
tian education.

Every Christian should take seriously both the
role of his church and his personal responsibility to
witness for Christ and to serve Him in the world.
Here we need the help of the Christian philosophets
and experts in various fields. But above all, I believe
the Church and especially the pulpit must give
sound guidance on where and how the Christian
community must be the church in the world. o
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Last month Rev. Henry Vanden Heuvel reported
that for the present the continuing policy of the
Christian Reformed Churches with respect to the
Reformed Churches of the Netherlands (mother-
churches of many of our members) will be one of fra-
ternal relations as though we shared a common
faith, Despite their decision to condone homosexual
practice within their churches, which prompted one
of our classes to call for a break in relations, our
denomination’s synod was persuaded to continue
such relations, although with a protest against that
decision. That decision was discussed as though it
were an isolated issue, as Professor Stek argued, a
minor ethical matter which would not justify a
break in church relations.

I observed in an article in our April issue (“Time
to Break Fellowship”), that that decision about
homosexuals is one of a number of symptoms of a
radical sickness that is destroying the whole of
those churches’ faith and life. The character of that
sickness is revealed with remarkable clarity by
those churches’ published report on “the nature of
Biblical Authority,” which I reviewed in the article.

On Feb. 20 the committee for contact and dialog of
the Netherlands Reformed Churches published the
following conclusions regarding that report. (These
are relayed to us by the March 28 Reformatie and 1
give a free translation.)

With the acceptanee, unanimously and without
criticism worth mentioning, of the report on the
nature of biblical authority as a confessionally re-
sponsible view of Seripture, in the opinion of this
committee, 2 new low has been reached in the devel-
opments within the GKN (Reformed Churches of the
Netherlands). To its regret the committee can come
to no other conclusion than that the Reformed synod
with this report, has switched course and, after indi-

vidual theologians had preceded it, has left the track
of a Reformed view of Scripture. In a time in which
modern Biblical criticism sweeps over the churches
as 4 flood, the report breaks down the necessary
resistance to it instead of building it up.

Despite all assurances to the contrary, the report
means a break in principle with the manner in which
the churches of the Reformation have constantly
understood the authority of the Scriptures, as it is
confessed, for example, in Articles 3-7 of the Nether-
lands Confession of Faith (Belgic Confession).

We read further:

Through the large role which the report assigns
to theological science, it, in fact, takes God's Word
from the church members and it makes of the Bible a
book which can be read and understood only with
the help of a theological elite — the modern cleric.

With the report in hand the Reformed Churches
in the Netherlands can still loftily give to theo
logians such as Prof. Kuitert, Dr. Wiersinga, etc.,
soothing warnings not to go too far with their views.
But there can be no thought of a principled and
powerful denial of their false teaching after the
acceptance of this report, because the synod and
these theologians — although at some distance from
one another — are traveling the same road, the road
that leads away from the confession of the Serip-
tures as the totally trustworthy and authoritative
Word of God and leads to the destination of the com-
plete subjection of God's Word to human reason and
human experience.

As far as the position of the Reformed Churches
in the Netherlands in the Reformed Ecumenical
Synod is coneerned, the view of Scripture expressed
in the above mentioned report is in flagrant conflict
with the foundation of the Reformed Ecumenical
Synod which says regarding the Bible, “The Scrip-
tures in their totality, as in every part, are the infal-
lible and ever continuing Word of the Living Triune
God, having absolute authority in all matters of faith
and life.”

Furthermore, the report accepted by the Reformed
synod gives no indication whatever that the Re-
formed Churches in the Netherlands were willing to
listen to the urgent statements which the Reformed
Ecumenical Synod issued in 1976 regarding the er-
rors within the Reformed Churches in the Nether-
lands. Regrettably, in this respect also, one has to
speak of the hardening and sharpening of the stance
of the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands against
the Reformed Ecumenical Synod.

How long will we keep up the pretence that the
differences between us and those Dutch churches
only concern minor, secondary issues?

Rev. Henry Vanden Heuvel reported in the Cut-
look, “What was amazing to this reporter was that
Professor Stek saw the issue as just an ethical mat-
ter, whereas the advisory committee and even the
fraternal delegate knew it to be a matter of Serip-
tural interpretation.” We cannot deal with our dif-
ferences about homosexual practice without dealing
with the bigger, more basic difference among us
which is exposed in the Dutch churches’ report on
the authority of the Bible.
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at their elbow and is ready to do the bidding of the
one who “prays” as though He is his servant. No, we
come to the God of Jesus Christ. He is the Father of
glory. Let there be awe in prayer!

Prayer for Vision

What does he pray for them? The content of his
prayer sounds rather strange to us. He prays that
God may give them His Holy Spirit so that they may
have wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of
Him. Certainly, only the Spirit of God will be able to
give such wisdom in the revelation He has given of
Himself so that they may come to an understanding
of Him. They do have this knowledge, but he wishes
them to increase in this knowledge. All their knowl-
edge of Him must come by revelation, Liet them then
work diligently with the revelation they have
received and may the Spirit of God illumine their
minds.

Paul continues his train of thought in verse 18,
but again uses some strange language to make clear
what he has in mind. He prays that “the eyes of their
hearts may be enlightened.” That is the only way
they will come to the proper knowledge of God and
of His gifts. By the term “heart” the Scriptures
refer to the core of man’s being. Now, to see with the
heart and not only with the physical eye is the con-
cern of the Apostle in this verse. The “eye” of the
natural man’s heart is blind. He cannot see anything
but that which is observable by the physical eye.
Believers are of a different nature. That which eye
has not seen is nevertheless believed! They do not
only live by that which the natural eye is able to see.
The Spirit of God has given them a vision which
others are not able to perceive. Only if the eye of the
heart is enlightened will they be able to realize the
hope of His calling. What does the natural man know
about an inner call? Only if the heart’s eye is
enlightened will he be able to understand the riches
of the glory of God's inheritance in the saints,
Together with all other believers they have this as-
sured knowledge, This is the essence of faith! You
can tell someone about the hope you have, but if his
heart’s eye is not enlightened you are speaking in
riddles in his estimation. The believer’s life is so
much richer than he is able to imagine.

God’s Power

The believer is dependent on the enlightenment
of the heart’s eye for all the spiritual benefits he re-
ceives. By that enlightenment the hope is real, the
faith is placed on a solid foundation and the believer
recognizes the tremendous power of God which has
been exerted in order that we might obtain salva-
tion. The power of God is usually spoken of in regard
to the mighty works we see in nature. This is Bibli-
cal too. The book of Job speaks of the powers of God
as they are shown in the mighty storms which rage
over the earth and in His creation of powerful crea-
tures, and His power displayed in the orderliness of
all things, However, when we deal with the subject
of salvation we usually emphasize the love and grace
of God. This too is Biblical. Time and again the Bible
speaks of the great love He had for those whom He

had chosen and that their very choice revealed His
grace. But, the power of God which has been revealed
in the salvation of His people may not be overlooked.
His power also makes our hope sure — no one shall
snatch us out of His powerful grasp.

This power of God is shown especially in the fact
that He raised Christ from the dead and caused Him
to be seated at the place of power in the heavens.
We may never become so accustomed to the knowl-
edge of the resurrection of Christ that we fail to see
the marvel of it. It seemed as though death would
reign and have the preeminence as long as the world
would stand. However, God reached down with His
almighty power and raised Him from the dead,
thereby conquering death for all those whose
heart’s eye has been enlightened. It is also well for
us to note how often Paul speaks of the exalted and
ruling Christ of the present time. The church has
not grasped this fact fully even to the present day!
Several churches have to meet together on Ascen-
sion Day in order to make it worthwhile to have a
service! What a shame! Paul becomes eestatic when
he thinks of Christ’s present position because that is
the guarantee of his present safety and future goal!

Christ’s Ascendant Power

Christ, he says, is ascended far above all the
powers you may imagine. No one can compare with
Him. He is not speaking now of human rule but the
rule of angels too. Human rule is often praised and
its might revered. But, human rule and might is not
found in the heavenly places nor is it named in both
this world and the next. We know from the Scrip-
tures that the angels are powerful and that their
power and rule exceeds that of men so far that it
cannot be measured. An angel stands on the thresh-
ing floor in David’s time and slays thousands in
Israel and it seems as though nothing can stop him.
Angels will have a prominent place at the time of
the return of our Lord. But, Christ stands far above
them all! God gave Him authority over all things. By
virtue of the fact that He rose from the dead He
says: All authority is mine both in heaven and on
earth! No, He does not stand as a beggar before men
to ask whether or not they will have Him! All
authority is His and He exercises it! This makes the
lot of the believer glorious. There is absolutely
nothing which can prevent his hope from being
realized. Surely, we must see Christ's love and grace
displayed, but we have a very warped view of salva-
tion if that is our only basis of hope. Paul emphasizes
both the aspects of love and power and we must do
the same, or we impoverish ourselves.

Sovereign Head

Christ has all things made subject to Him and He
has also been made the Head over all things. This is
the complete picture of His absolute sovereignty.
Now the Apostle tells us what is the immediate pur-
pose of this sovereignty. He has been given all this
authority for the benefit of the church. As I said
before, Ephesians stresses the nature and impor-
tance of the church as virtually no other book of the
New Testament. Later (5:25-33) he will speak of the
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away his health. He underwent almost indeseribable
suffering. The devil knew no mercy. Job was stricken
with boils from the soles of his feet to the top of his
head. His form and face were so disfigured that even
his friends did not recognize him. Ulcers covered
him inwardly and outwardly and emitted such a
repulsive odor that people were driven from his
presence. He sought refuge outside of the city on a
heap of ashes, seeking to counteract the intense itch.
The sufferer was haunted by horrible dreams and
unearthly terrors and harassed by a sense of chok-
ing. His wife was estranged, his relatives failed him,
his friends forgot him and young children despised
him. “Have pity on me, O my friends,” he eried out,
“for the hand of the Lord has touched me.” But they
had no pity.

Although Job’s physical suffering was intense, his
spiritual suffering was greater. This was aggra-
vated by the attitude of his wife. Who ought to have
been closer to him than his wife, or could have been
more helpful? Instead, she was a liability. Her advice
was, "Why take all this? Curse God and die — Put
an end to it by suicide!” To curse God would mean
that Job was “done” with God — exactly what the
devil had predicted. Godly Job’s answer showed
how his faith sustained him. “Shall we receive the
good from the hand of the Lord and not the evil?” In
all this he still did not “sin with his lips.”

Job's response was neither fatalism, nor irration-
alism, as some might think. He knew that the Lord
who controls all things was his God. Submission was
his proper response.

Job received some visitors, four friends. They had
heard about his plight and came to console and help
him. At first they did not even recognize him. See-
ing him in his agony on the ash pile they sat down
for 7 days watching him but saying nothing. When
conversation began the question was why God
makes Job suffer. Why does God make the Christian
suffer? The largest part of the book is devoted to
discussion of that question, and, finally, to its an-
swer. Isn’t this the question people still ask espe-
cially when confronted by an extraordinary amount
of or a strange kind of suffering? Why do sincere
Christian people at times suffer more than others
“not so good"? I believe that because Christians in
affliction are often troubled by this question, the
Holy Spirit in much of this book (chapters 8-31) helps
them find the answer to it.

For Job’s first three friends who speak the
answer was simple. Suffering comes because of spe-
cial sins. They made harsh accusations against Job.
Not only must he have committed gross sins; he was
also too proud to admit them. There were in his life
hidden and early sins. He must have neglected to
help the poor and widows. Against the numerous ac-
cusations raised in the heated discussion, Job main-
tained his integrity. God was not punishing him on
account of such sins. Of this he was firmly convinced.

In the conversation with the friends Job revealed
much about his attitude, depression and problems.

“Even to this day is my complaint bitter, my stroke
is heavier than my groaning. Oh, that I might know
where I might find Him? That I might come even to
his seat! I would order my cause before Him {God).”
Submerged in his troubles, he accused God of des-
troying the righteous with the wicked and of laugh-
ing at the trials of the innocent. He set himself up as
a critic over God and denied His justice, In his de-
spair he cursed the day of bis birth. He even longed
for death, although at times he seemed to see nothing
beyond the grave. He said that there was more hope
for a tree when it is cui off than for a man when he
dies. A tree may bring forth shoots again, but a man
does not. Elsewhere he confessed, however, that he
knew that his Redeemer lived. Through these con-
versations, Job gives us a glimpse of the ups and
downs, the highs and lows of the soul of a Christian
wrestling with the problems of suffering and of life
itself.

How long did this last? The Lord does not tell us.
We do know that the day came when Job was deliv-
ered from his sickness and given double blessings,
including material things and the enjoyment of
children.

We must observe that although Job sinned griev-
ously, he did not curse God as Satan had predicted
he would do. James speaks of the patience of Job.
But was he patient? He often appeared to be the
opposite. The word “patience,” however, might bet-
ter be translated "perseverance.” Job endured
severe affliction. He persevered in that he did not
curse God. He continued to seek an answer in his
struggle with affliction.

Job sought an answer in this life. Though he was
weak he persevered in faith. The Bible promises
God’s blessings to those who in affliction obediently
persevere in faith in Him. Do we not often see handi-
capped believers become effective “preachers” of
the Lord's grace as they experience God's blessings
abundantly “poured out” upon them in affliction?

Later we see Christ who in His perseverance in
affliction towered above all other mortals including
Job. With the fuller New Testament knowledge of
salvation under the guidance of the Spirit of Pente-
cost, we are led, in Christ, to persevere, to reach
forward to victory over affliction. Paul speaks of
rejoicing in our sufferings, because we know that
sufferings produce perseverance and perseverance
Christian character, and character, hope (Romans
§:1Ff,). Listen also to James as he says, “Consider it
pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of
many kinds, because you know that the testing of
your faith produces perseverance. Perseverance
must finish its work so that you may be mature and
complete, not lacking anything.” Isn't that encour-
aging? Where God as our Father in Christ is ac-
knowledged, and we humbly submit to and wait for
Him by the power of the Spirit, He grants showers
of blessings. We see that at the end of the book of
Job. Count such trials pure joy, says James. They
develop spiritual millionaires. €3
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