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also not to be considered as mere sojourners. The
latter were privileged above strangers. They had a
place with the saints. The Gibeonites, for example,
lived among the Israelites for years and benefitted
greatly hy this eontact. But, they were not citizens!
Israel had to “put up with them” because of the vow
made to their fathers by Joshua. Let not the church
of the New Testament take that attitude toward
these people who have come to the faith in Jesus
Christ even though their roots are in the gentile
world. What a privilege to bhe fellow-citizens with
the saints and of the household of God. It is one of
the author’s purposes to make clear to these people
how favored they are.

The Well Founded Building

From the term “household” he easily progresses
to the idea of an edifice or house of which they have
become a part. They have hecome citizens of a struc-
ture which is of the greatest significance. It is “built
on the foundation of the apostles and prophets.”
This, of course, does not mean that these apostles
and prophets “themselves” were the foundation on
which this structure rested. It was rather the teach-
ing of both apostles and prophets which formed the
foundation of the house of which they were now
members. Again, Paul does not refer to the prophets
of the Old Testament, but to those of the New. These
were secondary to the apostles but they, neverthe-
less, brought the same gospel, the same foundation-
al message. The church is built on this foundation
and on no other. Now there are those who teach that
Christ is the foundation of the church. This is, of
course, true (I Cor. 3:11). But, when the apostles and
prophets come with the word of Christ, it ean just as
well be said that they are the foundation of the
church. Similar expressions are found elsewhere.
Christ is the Light of the world; but He also says
that His followers are the light of the world. Ephesus
must realize that the Christ is speaking through
apostles and prophets. They come with the authori-
tative word. To look at them only as servants of the
people is to attack the foundation of the church.

“The Chief Cornerstone”

But what is the role which Christ plays in the
establishment and eontinuance of this building? Paul
says that Christ Jesus Himself is “the chief corner-
stone.” This is not the first time the Scriptures have
spoken of cornerstones and of Christ being a corner-
gtone. Psalm 118:22 immediately comes to mind.
There are various passages in the New Testament
which refer to this passage and show the important
place Christ has in the structure of the church, Yet, I
find it very difficult to understand all these various
passages in their specific meaning. I also believe
that the term “cornerstone” is not always used in
the same sense in Scripture. Sometimes it indeed
refers to part of the foundation, while at other times
it seems to refer more to what we today call “a key
stone.” When we speak of a cornerstone today we

mean neither the one nor the other. At a “corner-
stone laying” it is not a part of the foundation which
is put in plaee, but, rather, a special stone with an in-
scription, ete. — one which ecould also he missed
from the building. The question now becomes: In
what sense is the term used in this particular text?
The text seems to leave no doubt that by it is meant
the most important part of the foundation. It is that
stone which determines the angle of the walls and
binds the walls together. When they are built on the
foundation of apostles and prophets, they are also
built on the foundation which is Jesus Christ. These
truths are fundamental for the understanding of the
nature of the church our Lord has come to build here
on this earth. He, together with the teaching of His
apostles and prophets are the basis upon which it
stands. Outside of the church there is no salvation.
{Article 28, Belgic Confession) The writer immedi-
ately does away with that atomistic view of salva-
tion which is proclaimed so much today. The impor-
tance of the church is now being lost from view,
Many still speak endearingly of Jesus but will have
nothing to do with the teaching of the apostles and
prophets. This is the characteristic of the false
church.

The Building Which “Grows”

The first part of vs. 21 should not be translated
“in whom each several building,” etc.; but, “in whom
the entire building,” ete. There is but one ¢hurch and
the context had also made it clear that he was speak-
ing of only one house which was heing built. It is
neceasary that a firm foundation shall be laid for any
house. The previous verse shows that the church has
such a foundation. As I have stated before, Paul
struggles with the limitations of human language.
He has been speaking of a building. This, everyone
can understand. When it comes to the foundation of
that building he already makes it more difficult for
us to understand him, but now, when he is speaking
of the supersiructure, logic seems to break down.
That this description is a harmonious whole, we ex-
pect. The Master Builder is at work. Everything fits.
But Paul goes on to say that this building, “groweth
into a holy temple in the Lord.” The building which
sounded very much like a house when he first began
to speak of it, now grows into a temple. This build-
ing, small at first, grows inte something very large.
This building, not esteemed highly at first, grows in-
to a temple or sanctuary. A buslding that grows, is of
course, materially impossible. But, when the apostle
is speaking of the work of Christ, when he is speak-
ing of the church of Christ, there is no metaphor
which is capable of giving the whole picture. Christ
has built His church. The teachings of apostles and
prophets form its foundation. But, there is nothing
static about the work of Christ. It throbs with life!
Wherever one touches His work he is brought in
contact with the only true life. Now, how can this be
revealed in a “building?” The “building” itself will
have to “grow” in order to adequately portray
Christ’s chureh. Notice what it grows into — a tem-
ple, a sanctuary. It grows into a holy place. The
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sation, but of a “stewardship,” or of a manner in
which Paul has dealt with that grace of God which
had been given him as a trust and which he was to
use for their benefit. The *“if” is not an indication of
uncertainty, but ought to be understood as meaning
"since.” These Fphesians had heard the gospel very
clearly from the mouth of Paul. They also knew that
he had spent himself for the gospel and for those
who were the recipients of the gospel.

The “Mystery”

That whole gospel was the “mystery.” It was that
which had not been made known before but was now
revealed. This he had received by revelation. It was
not a philosophy of men. It had not been given to him
by others. He had received it directly from his God.
He was an apostle! God had spoken to him. What he

had made known to the Ephesian church was not

some “cunningly devised fable,” it was the word of
God Himself. They must, therefore, recognize Paul
as God's trustee. He had been entrusted with the
word of God. He had made known to them things
which prophets and even angels did not understand!
Let them then see how exalted was the office to
which he had been called — who was now a prisoner.
Then they would be able to pray for him and they
would also gladly hear God’s word from him. He told
them that he had referred to this matter before very
briefly. They must never lose gight of the content of
this mystery and they must also remember from
whom they had heard it.

Revealed to Paul

As they read this epistle his understanding of the
gospel, or of the mystery, will become clear to them.
Is this pride? Paul has been accused of pride by
many throughout the ages. He speaks of the fact
that his labors have been more productive than
those of other apostles, etc. So here, he writes,
“You will be able to see how well I understand the
gospel.” However, in verse 8 the humility of this
man is clearly shown. No, there is no false pride, but,
rather, complete honesty! And, the understanding
he has of this mystery is indeed profound. Who has
80 delved into the depths of the gospel of Jesus
Christ as he? Who has shown such riches in the
gospel as he? Yet, this is not of his own doing but is
the gift of Ged.

Previously Hidden

In verse five the apostle again emphasizes the
faet that the mystery of which he has been speaking
has not been made known in previous generations.
However, he still has not defined the nature of this
mystery. It is indeed that which has now been re-
vealed to the apostles and the prophets of the New
Testament dispensation. And now, in verse six, he
tells us what the content of that mystery is. The fact
that it had not been made known to previous genera-
tions must not lead us to the conclusion that the
prophets of the Old Testament had not spoken at all

about the future relation of Jew and gentile. There
are many passages which speak of the blessing which
is poing to come to the gentile through the Jew. How-
ever, they did not know how this would come to pass,
nor did they know the nature of the blessing which
the gentile would receive. This is now revealed.

Entry of the Gentiles

The Old Testament prophets leave the impression
that somehow the gentiles must be united to Israel
in order to receive Israel’s blessing. God had made a
covenant with His people — an everlasting cove-
nant. Somehow the gentiles must be brought into
that relationship; but how? The Spirit had made it
clear that @ new kumanity had come into being with
the coming of Jesus Christ. The theocracy falls away
and the church of the New Testament comes into
being. Now the gentiles can become fellow-heirs
(if ye be Christ's, ye are Abraham’s seed). They have
become fellow-members of the same body — which
is the church. They have therefore become fellow-
partakers of the promise in Christ — of eternal sal-
vation. The whole manner of life has been changed.
History has changed. £ven the apostles had diffi--
culty understanding this change. You can see the
understanding this particular apostle has in this
mystery of Jesus Christ. He grasped it!

Paul’s Privilege

This mystery, then, has been made known in the
gospel, and of that gospel, says Paul, I was made a
minister! What a privilege! He is honored above the
great of the Old Testament times. He is not self-
appointed. No, it was a gift of God that he was made
a minister. How gracious his God has been. It is also
the power of God which has worked through the
gospel which he was allowed to proclaim. He isn't .
worthy of this honor. He is “less than the least of all
saints.” In other places he speaks in similar lan-
guage. In I Cor. 15 he says that he is the least of
the apostles. In I Tim. 1 he says that he is the chief
of sinners. He cannot understand that to him has
been given such a blessing that he may make known
to the gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ.
This is a gospel which goes far beyond the under-
standing of men. It is so beautiful! Gladly will he suf-
fer for this Christ and for His gospel. It is the great-
est news ever made known,

God’s Revelation

The purpose of the ministry of the gospel is to
enlighten everyone how this salvation, this mystery,
now works. Christ is the content of the gospel and
He is the One who will bring the true light to all
those who believe that gospel. These things were
formerly hidden from the eyes of men, they were
hidden in God. If He had not revealed Himself, no
one would ever have known Him, for no one can by
searching find out God. So also concerning the salva-
tion of both Jew and gentile — it had to be revealed!
Only He who had created all things could reveal it.
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