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End 0/ Volume 1 

Please, A Frank Talk 
With You 

V oL U.r.'fE I, N umber 6 o f T orch 
and T rumpet is in you r hands. 

This mea ns that our magazine is now 
one year old, since it appears every 
two months. 

H as lhe magazine proved its worth ? 
H as it expressed the sense of mission 
(or the Reform ed Faith that we, its 
sponsors, slaled in the firs t issue? H as 
T orch and r,·umpet lived up to the 
expectations a nd hopes of its pub
lishers tha t it might be a clear a nd 
effective mouthpiece for the faith we 
love a nd profess? 

These qucstions we mllst ask our
se lves as we look forwa rd to more 
years o f life (or our magaz ine in G od's 
good prov idence. ,"Vhat sha ll we say 
in reply to these questions? 

In rep ly to these qu es tions we 
would like to say first of a ll that we 
have not waited until now to ask 
ourselves these questi ons. The Rc· 

, form ed Fello wship, Inc., publishers 
of Torch and T rum.pet, have wrestled 
with the burden of these questions all 
through th e past yea r. In all earnest, 
ness we wish to say to our reade rs that 
we mean t business when we declared 
our miss ion from the start to be the 
promotion of the interests of the R e
formed Fa ith in cl ear, vigoro us lan
guage that is both true to the faith 
we love and profess and in lauch wi th 
the world in whi ch we live today. 

Throughout the paSl year we have 
been tremendously encouraged by the 
ma ny kind words written and spoken 
a bout Ollr effo rt. Na turall y we were 
pleased to get such an unfa ilingly 
cordia l react ion to the appearance of 
the magazine. R eaders have freque ntl y 
spoken o( the periodical as " the most 
beaut iful magazine" th ey have see n. 
IVlany readers have told us that th ey 
are proud to have this beautiful maga
zine gracing their living room. 

But we are esp ecially e ncouraged 
by th e response to th e com ents of the 
magazi ne. By the r esponse we have re
ceived from o ur read ers we are en
couraged to believe that at least ill 
some measure To rch and Trumpet 
has lived up to the main reason for 
its coming into bei ng. From all over 
the United States a nd Canada and 
from a broad ha ve come warm ex pres
sions of congratulations upo n th e 
clear-cut and positive man ner in wh ich 
T orch alld T rum. pet h as raised its 
vo ice for our grea t faith. 

\OVe cannot of course begin to print 
the many messages of enco uragement 
that we have received. H ere we pre
sen t just two, one from abroad a nd 
one from "home", The English 
Churchman arid St. James Chro1licle, 
in its iss ue o f A ugust 3, 195 1, we l
comed our m agazine with these words: 
" We offer a welcome to this new 
magazine, the first two copies of which 
are to hand. It is a ttractivel y pro
duced and will edify and instru ct 
lhoughtful Ch ri stians." 

Letters like the fo llowing (rom th e 
" man in the pew" have been a source 
o f inspiration to us: ''In the hope that 
yOll may keep up your no ble work 
begun last year for ma ny years to 
come, and that you may make in tensi· 
fied attempts in making a n impact up
on our de nominational thinking, we 
hereby su bmit humbly and with some 
measure of pride a new subscri ber for 
T orch and T rumpet." 

In the fi rst issue we declared that 
our magaz ine was not intended to 
com pete with or to replace a ny ex ist
ing magaz ine, since it was our belief 
that T orch and Trumpet had a mis
sion and program quite different from 
any other magazin e. We have been 
pl eased to note that Ollr read ers have 
recogn.i zed the uniqueness o f our 
magaZine. 

Torch and T rumpet has so ugh t to 
bring you a stim ulating varielY of 
a rticles written by me n who in many 
insta nces are recogni zed as amhodt ies 
in the world of R eformed thought and 
actio n and by men who in man y in
stances are paSlOrs living close to the 
hearts of God 's people. This combi
nation of talents and sympathies has 
refl ected itself in the art icles a nd 
has prompted a grati fy ing n:.-'S po nsc. 

We, th e publishers o f Torch and 
Trumpet, bel ieve the verdict of the 
first year is - Go Forwm·d. W e belicve 
the times are such that th is voice must 
continue to speak with clarity il nd 
with the reassuring final ity that comes 
from G od's sovereign \\'ord . Our earn · 
est pra yer is that C od may grilnt liS the 
wisdom, the perseverance and all o ther 
neetled graces to perform thi s mission 
to His g lory. 

Aga in we invite you to jo in us in 
thi s crusade. Be sure to renew yo ur 
subscription promptly. Speak [or thc 
magazine. L et your (rie nds see your 

copy. ' '''hy not tr)' to get your fr iends 
to su bscribe? They will thank yOli for 
it. R emember Torch and T rum.pet 
at g ift-givi ng time. Pray for our 
magazine. 

To all those who have helped LI S 

in th e past year, wheth er by g ift, en, 
cOlII'aging word or helpful criti cism, 
we express our deepes t g ratitud e. To 
every su bscriber we extend anew th e 
glad hand o( fe llowship in th e bond 
of our rich Calvin istic fa ith. To any 
who may have suffered inconveni ence 
as a resu lt of our ex plorato ry efforts 
at organiza tion in the firs t year we 
offer our sincere apolog ies. 

Witb your con tinuing prayers an d 
support T orch and T rumpet looks to 
the future with determi na tion and 
hope. New autho rs of re pute will 
soon appeal' in its pages. Stimula ti ng 
articles on many subj ects of il1lc rest 
are being planned . 

We urge you to co llli n Li C sharing 
the joy of this miss ion with us. 

REJ.' OR II,.IED }~ELLOWSHI I', I NC. 
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What Is Reformed Piety? 	 full y that th e pie ty-problem is a hea rt
problem. "Not that which enterelh 
into the mouth delilcth th e man ; but 
that which proceedeth ou t of the 
mouth, th is d efileth the man . . . 
Perceive ye not, that whatsocver gocth 
into the mouth passeth into the bell y. 
and is cast off into the draught? But 
the things wh ich proceed out of the 
mouth come forth out of the hea rt ; 
:.md they defil e the man. For out of 
the heart come forth evil thoughts, 
murders, adulteries, fornicati o ns, 
thdts, false witness, railings: these are 
the things which defil e the man; but 
to eat with un washen hands d eftl eth 
not the mail" (I\Jatthew 15: I I, 17-20). 

True piety is concerned, therefore, 
in the first place with what a man is, 
not with what he does. It must come 
forth out of a heart that d es ires to 
express itself th rough th e res t of the 
man as go (~l y, piou s, d e vote d , 
consecra ted. 

Precious Hiding-p lace 
There is a method £01' trll e piety. 
The psa lmist indicated it when he 

sa id: "Thy word ha ve 1 hid in my 
hean, that I might not sin aga inst 
thee" (Psalm 119:11 ) . 

This is the only method that rea lly 
"works"! AI! other methods promise 
much, but accompli sh nothing. " Evil 
cannot flow from a hean in which 
God's law is lodged . That is th e tree 
which sweetens (he waters of the 
fountain." :! 

This is the real antidote for all arti
ficial ' ·legalism". 

"Everybody is doing il" 
"Legalism" is a beckoning siren, 

an ever-present temptress. And ma ny 
there be who yield to hel' seductive 
call. 

In j esus' day on earth " legalism" 
had all but won the day with the 
masses. 

I n our own day millions arc en
snared within her clutches. Think 
of the countless numbers who (a llow 
papal decree, anxiollsly ful fili ng cer
tain external , routine practices in the 
vain belief that such act ivity will 
bring spiritual profit. Think of th e 
innumerabl e host among all religious 
groups who feel that th e way to el imi
nate a th ing is by "declaring it out of 
bounds" or ban ishing i t ou t of sight. 
2. Alcx:ltHlcr M~cla r.,n. Til e F-"pos;/or's I lible, Vol . 

III. Illl. 248. 249. 

HOut of the Heart " 
By A. C. DE JONG 

EDWARD HEEREAiA 	 

T H E I)harisces were angry. The 
disciples were afraid. After all, 

th ey were identified with J esus of 
Nazareth, lhey fo ll owed him a nd 
loved him and everyo ne kn ew 
it. But now he has de l iberately 
offe nded israel's most important peo
ple. "Ye hypocrites, well did Isaiah 
prophesy of you, say ing, This people 
honorClh me with thcir lips; but their 
hean is far [rom me. But in vai n do 
they worship me, leaching as their 
doctrines the precepts of men", (l\'lal
thew 15:7-9). 

God is ~'a jeliiolis God" 
Why did our Lord feel so stmngly 

the need for correct ive leachinO' at 
this po int? 'What is the issueo in
volved ? Is it really so important that 
apparcl1lly sincere people ought to be 
offended by our reaction to it? 

It was no ord inary occasion when 
all th is happened. Mallhew tell s LI S 

( 15: I ff.) that "then the"e came to 
J esus (rom J erusal em Pharisees and 
scri bes.. " 

Nor was it JU St anOlher church 
squabble with incompa t ible person
a liti es maneuvering and slandering 
for th e sake of position and adv;lIltage. 

There was a real issue. It can be 
sta ted thus: " May rules and regula
tions devised and enforced by men, 
rul es tha t arc contrary to or beside 
the Word of Cod. ever bind the con
science?" In other words, who is " lord 
o( the conscience?'" The j erus.1.lem 
delegation main wined that "the tra
dition o f th e elders" was binding 
(Matthew 15:2). They charge J eslls 
with teachi ng that this body of trad i
tional la ws reg'ul a ting the conduct of 
th e j ews was not to be obeyed. Their 
charge is based upo n the fact that his 
disciples fai l to wash th eir hands 
before eating. 

fmmed iatcly our Lord repli es with 
obvious ind ignati on. 
I. Wcstmin$tcr Conf~iotl of Faith. XX. 2. 

JOHN H. PIERSMA 

Does he deny that hi s disci ples [a il 
to kee p this law? Docs he claim to 
ha ve been miSl'epresented? Or is he 
perhaps convinced that the "}aw" 
cited is of very lill ie importance? The 
answer to all such questions is 
No! 

"Ye have made void the word of 
Cod beca u se o f your tradit ion" 
(tvIatlhew 15:6b). 

There is the poin t! And this is 
always the point when it comes to the 
iss ue of a tru e, in ward piety over 
aga inst a false, outward piety. The 
honor of God , the significance of his 
Word, the glOl'y o f his Na mc is a t 
stake! No wo ndcr J es us did not SLOp 
shan of terribl e indigna tion when 
this issue presented itself, reg-ardl ess 
of the prest ige of those through whom 
it came. H e co uld not poss ibly to ler
atc a "piety" which denied th e sov
ereign authority of his Father. 

T he core of true piety 
True piety must work from th e in

side out. It ca nnOt be super-imposed 
u pon the indiv idual. I t begins with 
a new heart, out of which th e fruits 
of god liness alone can proceed. 

The Phari sees had forgo tl cn tha t. It 
seemed so simple to th em. Forget to 
wash yo ur hands; your food bccomes 
dirty as you eat; you r body is likely 
to suffer because it has taken in con
taminated food . \Ve must not fo rget, 
of course, that sanita ti on was nOt the 
point in qu cs tion. The motivation 
(or this law arose rather [rom a fea r 
lest th e J ew might have touched a 
Gentile, 01' someth ing owne(1 by a 
Gentile. So he was comma nded to 
wash his hands before eating in order 
that a ll non-J ewish "din" be cleaned 
away. 

Against this o lltward, merely physi
cal. unspiri tual kind of rel igious prac
tice Christ objects. 

Calling the peo ple U1HO him, j esll s 
preaches a serm on. H e ex plains carc
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Surely it seems as if "everybody is 
doing it." It is a fearfu ll y small mi
nority tbat will not follow the "pre
cepts o f men." 

All of wh ich illustrates a point. It 
is this: To exte rnali ze that wh ich is 
necessarily "inward" in character is 
an ever-present te ndency in the h u
man heart because of sin. Beware! 

Consequences of externalism 
Superficially, intolerance, and in

sensit ivity - these are the end-products 
of an ex ternal, legalistic "piety". 

Big words, to be sure, but unusua lly 
easy to understand, i[ YOll care to try. 

The superficiality of those in the 
grips of a merely lega listic piety comes 
to manifestation es pec ial ly at our 
ecclesiastical assemblies; among other 
places we may find it at congrega
tional mee ting, at consistory or ses
sion, at classis or presbytery, at general 
sy nod or assem bl y. H ow? 

The order of the day brings a pro
test from some mem bel' of the denom
ination concern ing a point of doctrine. 
Surely this will evoke soill e stereo
typed answer to be adopted as reply 
to the protesta nt, and things cont inue 
on their way. But wa it : the cha irman 
an nounces that the n::po l"t on "amuse
ments" will now be read by the corn
mittee chairman. The place is electri
fied. Animated debate lasting several 
hours finally produces a decis ion. 

Cigarettes, wine versus brrape-juice 
at the communion service, movies, 
Rook versus Canasta, these are the 
issues that arouse many Chri stians to
day. Meanwhil e the church is lan
quishing because of the ineffectiveness 
of a half-hean ed di scipline, our mem
bership is unconcerned for the truth 
of the Refonned fa ith, and a d ying 
world wi thout is unimpressed with 
the measure of our consecration and 
sinceri ty. 

"'Ve don't do that" 

A legalistic "pie ty" has very weak 
foundat ions. 

One of the wcakest is its appeal to 
custom and tradition . " \ 'Ve do n't do 
that"' is supposed to silence all those 
who difTer. This is cru el intolerance, 
and utterly foreign to biblica l, R e
formed piety. 

:\'ot that a sOllnd trad ition is not to 
be apprecia ted. Nor is anyth ing tra
ditional or customary by that LOken 
-·:rong or suspect. 

ALEXANDER C. DE JONG is the pastor 
of the Boston Square Ch~istian Re
formed Church, Grand Rapids, Mich. 

EDWARD HEEREMA is public relations 
secretary of the Notional Union of 
Christian Schools and on ordained 
minister of the Orthodox Presbyterian 
Church. 

JOHN H. PIER SMA is the pastor of the 
Franklin Street Christian Reformed 
Church, Grand Rapids, Mich. 

But tradition and Cllstom are also 
to be submitted to the test of God's 
\ Vorel. If lhey fail to agree, preciolls 
as they ma y be, we shall be compelled 
to leave them fo rever. Still more: if 
they prove to be "aside from the Word 
of God", that is, if it becollles plain 
that the)' are mere ly tradit io nal or 
CUStomal), we must acknowledge this, 
and ne\'cr judge others on the basis of 
such customs and t raditions! 

Otherwise in the name of p iety, 
we shall be gu ilty of that merci less 
judgment that amounts to spirillial 
murder. 

S pirituall y numb 
A third consequence of an outward, 

lega li stic " piety" is spiritual numb
ness - spiritual insensitivity to the 
real iss ue involved in any particu lar 
activity. 

Peter Va nAmster has three child re n 
ranging from five to ten years of age. 
They ha ve been watching "Howdy
doody" o n the neig hbor's televi sion 
set. Na tura ll y they are en thusiastic, 
and they begin to pester " pa" to buy 
a se t for their own home. "1>a" 
doesn't know if he should , because he 
has heard that there are many very 
poor programs, that much misleading 
advertising is shown, and that it is 
hard to control the use of a set in a 
home wi th ch ildren. 

Gossip soon reaches the VanAmster 
household that certain of the local 
ministers are using television sets in 
their parsonages. That settl es it. The 
VanAmsters order a set, and the child
ren need no longer bother the neigh
oors. If the minister has o ne, then 
they can ha ve one too. 

This is a pathetic story. It reveals 
a spiritual impoveri shment which is 
bound to end in spiri tual destruction. 
But th is is the end-result of an ex ter

nalistic piety - the desi"e to solve 
problems on the basis of some man
made law or human example. 

R e penl ! 

\ 'Vhat shall be our fi rst step toward 
a genuine. hea rt-centered pie ty? It is 
all wrapped up in that all but forgot
ten biblical admonition; Repent l 

\Vhen has a sermon last llloved you 
to do something about your spirillial 
state? When last did you tru ly confess 
before God your un worthiness and 
sorrow (or sin? 

These are words which many a 
church-member tOday fails completely 
to understand. Routinely he goes 
about the business of be ing a church
member. At least once, often twi ce on 
the Lord's Day he worships in God's 
house. One hundred or more times a 
year he listens to Cod's 'Word p ro
claimed frdm the sacred desk. He par
ticipat<..-'5 in the ce lebration of the 
Lord's Supper. He brings his tithes. 

But he never "hears" iI single ser
mon ! 

So encrusted with custom and rou 
tine is his church a ttendance that 
nothing seems to be able to "get under 
hi s skin. " 

As ministers we need to preach, a nd 
as congrega tions we need to hear 
God's \'Vonl and use His means of 
grace as if these meant something. 
Fearfu l are the judgments of God up
on those who hear but refuse to 
practise. 

The first manifestat ion of true piety 
will always remain a true sorrow for 
sin, and a genuine seek.i ng after God's 
will. 

Love I he breihre n ! 

When you sit in the pew on Sunday 
do yOll rea ll y thi nk of those abo ut you 
as your bro thers and sisters in the 
Lord? 

Another evidence oC the weakness 
of cu rrent spirituality, and of lhe 
effect of an outward piety, is the fa ct 
that we can go through the motions of" 
congregational life without feeling 
the slightest compass ion for the poor, 
the unfortunate, the aged, the ill, the 
sorrowing, the confused, the distressed. 

Piety may never be self-centered. 
Sometimes one gets the im pression 
tha t spiritual th ings serve as a kind 

(Cont inued on page 28) 
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he turned away from lhe machine
and it was with a lmost a shock that J 
saw his face. It was more misera ble 
and homesick. and bored th an ever!' 

T hat you ng fellow did not realize 
that he was a symbol. But to me he 
was. In him I saw our genera tion, 
still wea ring th e trappings of history's 
most colossal war, but lltter ly disap
pointed and heartsick (or not o ne 
single glowing hu ma nistic ideal for 
which we assum ed we were fighting 
has been realized. And in our bore
dom and unhappiness, we have been 
pouring h undreds or doll ars a week 
into the coffers of professional enter
ta inment. The lights nash a nd the 
mach ines whi rr, but when the arti
rlcial light has died [rom t he faces of 
peo ple, they turn away more heansick 
than ever! 

Words of Warning 
A hundred yea rs ago, the Russian 

novel ist, Dostoyevski, spoke with a 
see,-'s vision : 

"Freedom, free th ough t and science, 
will bring me n illlo sll ch straits, and 
place them face-to-fa ce with such mar
ve ls and in so l uble myster ies, that 
some, fierce and rebellious, wi li de
stroy themselves, o thers, rebelliolls but 
weak, will destroy one another, and 
the rest, wea k and unhappy, will O'ilwl 
fawn ing [Q ollr feet and whine to us." 

And these words ha ve been strength
ened by one o ( today's sig'nificant in
ternat ional leaders: 
"M ilitary alliances, balances of power, 
League of Natio ns, a ll in turn have 
fa il ed. We have had our last chance. 
I f we do not now devise SOlll e greater 
a nd more eq ui table system, Armaged
don will be at our door. The problem 
is basically theo log ical, and in volves 
a recrud escence of the human sp irit 
to coincide with our a lmost matchless 
adva nce in all techni cal and scientifi c 
endeavours." 

T hese a rc nOt th e words of a wild
ha ired prophel of doom but are the 
sober judgment of Genera l Douglas 
MacArthur, spoken at one of lhe most 
sign ificant tllrning-po in ts in contem
porary history : the surrender of 1m
perial J apan to Lhe Allied V\'estern 
powers. 

All of this need not mean that cat
aclysmic destruction yaw ns before li S 

tomorrow, but neither shou ld we for-

Is Our World Collapsing? 

Foundations 

ANE W dictator has risen to power! 
He is nO[ a member of the United 

Nations Security Council. 

He is not officially recognized by any 
exi sting nationa l government. He h as 
not been elected to a ny office by allY 
constituency. That di cl<\tor lllu st be 
d es troyed or we a nd our childre n 
shall be d estroyed. BUl he is vcry 
hard to destroy beca use he lies qu ite 
snugly hidden in the almost inacces
sible fortress of the human heart. 

The name of that dictator is Chaos. 

And, like every di ctator, C haos ex
ercises his grimm es t bondage upon the 
minds of men and he docs so by his 
establ ished religion o( th e stale, whi ch 
has been called by olle wise wit: ' ;COIl
(usionism" . 

How ex tensive his enslav ing power 
has become ma y be suggested by a 
seri es of three symbo lic even ts: 

A short t illl e ago, a practica l joker 
ra n a wan t:ad in a Los Angeles da ily 
pa per that ran about like this: 
" \'VatHed: people who are willing to 
be converted to a new religion and 
acce pt a new fou nd secret of happ i
ness." At the bottom of the ad was 
nothing but a te l ep h o n e number. 
Within a short time, th irty peop le, 
enough (0 start a small congrega tion, 
had ca lled that number and ofrered 
themselves blindly as will ing convc,-ts 
to a " re ligon" they had never hea rd 
of, offered by a pe rson whose name 
they didn't k n j)w, and who was only 
jok ing anyway! 

LeSt we think that sll ch ex trava
ganzas can only occu)" in o ne section of 
the country, in a typica ll y midwestern 
industria l city, an undertaker was 
called to minister in his profession at 
a home where an elderl y woma n had 
di ed . As he left th e hOll1 e t he family 
pressed into h is hand a fold ed piece 
o[ ye ll ow paper with the earn est re
quest, " Please bu ry Aunti e willI th is 
in her hand". H e consented, of course, 
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By ARNOLD BRlj~K 

bu t when he ::uT ived at his office, he 
unfolded the paper and sa w to his 
uncI' amazement a Ra ilroad Ticket 
from earth to Heaven, all p,-operly 
dated and sign ed. This was to be the 
guara ntee of the dead woma n's etern a l 
security! 

R ecentl y, a tract was offered to me, 
purponing to a nswer the age-old q ues
tion regarding th e unpardonable sin. 
Amazing to rcl:ale, the answer was tha t 
the ace of a ll sins WilS submitti ng to 
a surgiCl ! oper ,uion. The cla im was 
suppo rted by (his interest ing exegesis: 
at the bu ildi ng of Solomon's temple, 
"no soun d o f iron tool was heard" 
and, according to Paul and ))cter, OU I" 

body is thc tcmple of the H oly Ghost. 
So, of co urse, to l ift an iron tool over 
that temple is to blaspheme the Holy 
Chost. 

ARNOLD BRINK is Educationa l Secretary 
of Calvin College and on ordained 
mini ster of the Christian Reformed 
Church. 

We do Il o t ci te these intidents wit h 
any auem pt at humor. They are tOO 
tragic to be funny. One docs not 
la ugh a t the lueliO'ous struggles of a 
drowning man. And that is what 
these incidelHs are. They are the 
menta l and spiriwal stru ggles of souls, 
goi ng down in a chok ing morass of 
religious confu sion. 

The so rrow of ou r generation was 
symboli zed in t he lobby of a small 
western hotel. A YOllng soldier ,.nn e 
into the hote l and he caught my alten
tion because o[ th e indescr ibab le bore
dom and unhap piness that w.as writ
ten large upon h is face. H e changed 
a dolla r into n icke ls and bega n play
ing a pin-ball machine. Each time he 
thrust a llickel into the machine, th e 
lig'hts fl ashed and the machinery 
wh irred and his {ace seemed to lose 
a l ill ie of its mask of unhappiness. 
Finally his ni ckel s were used up and 
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get how fast modern events move. 
\,Vho would have thought, a few 
years ago, whe n Russia seemed help
less as a military force, when c;utoon· 
ists gleefully pictured her as a great 
hulking helpless bear, bogged in the 
snow, while liule Finland, like a 
misch ievous imp, prodded her with 
an ox-goad, that a decade would see 
nation after nation "crawl fawning 
to her feet to whine" for protection in 
the impending doom o( an "atomic 
war"? 

The very a ir of this present era o( 

history vibrates with fear . a des· 
perate (ear a (ear that grips not 
alone the simple mother who looks 
upon the (ace of her child and sees 
visions of a future that spells doom, 
but a fear in the heart o( the greatest 
and soberest scientific and political 
leaders of the world. 

In a far earlier day, a leadCl' of lllen 
looked about him and summed up the 
who le s ituat ion in olle statement, 
found in the Book of Psalms, we 
third verse of Psalm 11: "l( the foun· 
dations be destroyed, what ca n the 
righteous dO?"l 

Nothing so accurately characterizes 
this period oE human history than to 
say that the foundat ions arc literally 
destroyed. 

Monti Delinquency 

The moral foundations arc de
stroyed. 

The moral foundations have been 
destroyed by a false love of security 
divorced from a GOd-given sense of 
moral responsibili ty. In society, "so
cial secu rity" is the wa tchword. 1n 
world politics, a "security cou ncil " 
symbol izes the ideal. Even in war, 
o ne of the aims was, "freedom from 
wa nt", and another was " freedom 
from fear". in religion, people wam 
to forsake the battle for truth . They 
want to immerse themselves in the 
soft lap of a se nse of spiritual security. 
Away with fine d istinctions, away with 
doctrinal differences, away with chal · 
lenging servi ce '- we want peacel That 
longing for security came to spritely 
expression (hiring the insecure days 
of the Depress ion, in a comedy diuy: 
" Please Go '\'Vay ,uld Let 1\'fe Sleep". 

I . Comparr Ih" ma rgi nal ttanslalion in III" Amer. 
ican Slandud V"'",ion: "Th e rOU lldatio n s or" 

dt:stnnetl. ,,'hal ha"" Ihe riglw:oul 'lond" and til " 
()uleh ,,,.-sion: "Dc (ontl" ",cnl"n "'orden 0"'8:"'" 
I00I''"; ,,-al hedl de rcchl" aard igo: bcdre""n,," 

And educators have been dinning in to 
the cars oC teachel's and parents, that, 
at all costs, nothing must ever jar a 
ch ild's sense of secur ity. I n the home 
and in the classroom, a sense of seCtlr
ity must be maintained and fostered. 
Children must not be disciplined 
into a rea lization of responsibility; 
they must be only shielded and ca
tered to. The resu lt o f all th is is that 
we are spawning in our schools a 
brood of moral iIli terates who have no 
sense of r ight and wrong because they 
are always sh ielded from the real issues 
of life . 

The moral fou ndations are de
stroyed by a deep and all ·pervading 
utilitarianism in educa tion. \Ve must 
never ask. such embarrass ing questions 
as, " l s it true?" It is enough to ask. 
" Will it work?" 

The moral fou nd atio ns are de
sn oyed by a conception of human 
nature thal makes any defin ite in· 
struction in morals as ridiculous as if 
I should begin quo ting the Ten Com
mandments to a tree· toad. If human 
nature is on ly a lilli e above the animal 
level and there is no difference of 
k'ind between children and puppies, 
but onl y a difference of degree, then 
why not treat children as though they 
were high.grade animals? 

The moral found a tion s are de
stroyed by the propagation of an uuer
Iy false freedom. When the moral 
libertinists recommend that young 
couples solve their problems o{ pre· 

"Although the D ivine Law con
tains a most excellent and well ar· 
ranged plan for the regulation of life. 
yet it has p leased the heavenl y Teacher 
to conform men by a more accurate 
doctrine to the ru le which he has pre
scribed in the law. And the principle 
o( that doctrine is th is - that it is the 
dUly of believers to 'present their 
bod ies a living sacrifice, holy, accept· 
abl e unto Cod; 'and that in th is con
sists the legitimate worship of him 

This is a very important con· 
sideration, that we are consecra ted 
and dedi ca ted to God; that we may 
not hereafter think, speak, meditate, 
or do anything but with a vi ew to his 
glory" (John Cfllvin~ Institutes.) 

• + .......... •• 
 

marital compa tability by a dangerous 
series of sexual experiments, the argu· 
ment is, "They wi ll learn to know 
li fe." Jt reminds us of the argument 
of the serpent in the gard en who sa id 
to Eve. " In the da y that thou eatest 
thereof, th ine eyes shall be opened, 
and thou shalt be as God." J( we 
read on a bit, we find lhOlt Satan was 
haH right, "They ate o[ the fruit of 
the tree and their eyes were opened, 
and they saw that they were 1Ialled." 
Our genera tion has heeded the adv ice 
of those who wanted them to "know 
life". Their eyes are opened, but in· 
stead of finding that they have become 
god·l ike, they fi nd o nl y that they stand 
naked and ashamed before their moral 
and social impurit),. The moral foun
dations are destroyed! 

Menial Disintegrution 

T he intellecwal foundations arc de· 
stroyed ! 

'~The educa ted ma n", we are tOld, 
" never makes up hi s mind until all 
the evidence is in". It is a plastic way 
of stating that on ly open-mindedness 
is the way to scholarly truth. 1 sure ly 
wo uJd not plead for an absolutel y 
closed mind, but certainly an abso· 
lutel y open mind is entirely too much 
like a belfry - a nesting place for bats, 
but hardly a shelter in the time of 
storm. Such open-mindedness is men
tal disintegration. 

It is perfect ly clear that if sllch a 
standard of open-mindedness is widely 
acce pted, therc can be no room for a 
defin itc affirmation of anyth ing that 
purports to be absolute, infallible, 
Divinely-revealed Truth. But for th is 
same open.mindedness, denials o[ the 
truth ga in free play. T he result is 
that when a public school community 
decides by a "ote o f 99 and 4'lJ 100 
per cent that they desire rel igiolLs 
training in the pub li c school , and on ly 
one atheist rai ses an objeclion, the 
atheist gets his way and the over· 
whelming majority must simply keep' 
sti ll. Truth ma y not be taught, but' 
den ials of the truth must nOt be cha l
lenged. And be well·advised, this 
open.mindedness which is simply a 
prettier name for agnosticism is now 
in the process of being forced upon us 
by Supreme Court Decisions, by a Fed
era l Commun ications Co mmi ss ion 

(Continued on page 30) 
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suggests tha t the fi rst verse of Genesis A elt; Attack on. Genesis I. 
should be transla ted as a temporal 
clause. In making this suggestion , it 

Did God Create Out of 
 
Nothing? 
 

D O ES the fi rst chapter of Genesis 
teach the doctrine of absolute 

crea tion? Did God, accord ing to thi s 
remarka ble chapter, create a li things 
of nothing? From earli es t childhood 
we have been taught that such was the 
case. When, even as liltle children , 
we looked out upon the beauty of U1C 

wodd round abo Lit and un to the glory 
or th e heavens, the majestic opening 
sentence of the Bible cam e to mind, 
" In the beginning C od crea ted the 
heavens and the earth" . 

Our doctri nal standards tell us that 
we were not wrong in thus using the 
words of Genes is. T he Heidelberg 
Catechism, for exam ple, speaks of " 
the eternal Father of ou r Lord J esus 
Christ (who of nothing made heaven 
a nd earth, with all that is in th em - )" , 
and to support this reference to th e 
crea tion appeal s to the fi rs t verse of 
Genes is. The Westminster Confess ion 
declares, "It pleased God the Fa ther, 
SOil , and Hol y Ghost, {or th e ma nifes
tation of the glory of h is eternal 
power, wi sdom, and good ness, in the 
begin ning, to create, 01' make of noth
ing, the world, and all th ings tberein, 
whe ther visible or invisible, in the 
space of six d ays, and a ll very good." 
In SUppOI'l of th is forceful statement, 
amo ng other passages, the Con fession 
appea ls to Genes is 1:2 a nd to the 
who le first chapter of Ge nes is. 

The HeideJberg Catechism and the 
Wes tminster Confession, to mention 
but two standards, se l fonh the doc
tr ine of an absolu te creation, a crea
tion out of nothing, and appeal for 
support to the fi rst chapter of Genesis. 
' '''hen as children we looked upon 
God as the Creator o{ t he wondrous 
universe in wh ich we li ve, and th e 
words of Genesis came to a liI' minds, 
we were in perfect harmon y with th e 
mature statements of the great R e
formed doctrinal standards. 

lly EDWAnD J. YOUNG 

Does Genesis l. T.each Creatio n 
Out of Nothing? 

Are these standards correct, how
ever, in appeal ing to GeJlesis one as 
teaching th e d octri ne of creation out 
of nothing? Does the first chapter of 
the Bible reall y dcclare that God, or 
His own sovere ign power, brought 
into ex istence th ings whi ch previously 
had no ex istence? Is this wondro us 
doctrine of absolute creation to be 
found in the ope ning of the Sacred 
O racles, or a rc we mistaken in think
ing tha t it is fo und there? 

There are some modern ists who a rc 
quite sure tha t if we would find this 
great and sublime doctrine in the first 
words of the Bible, we have missed the 
meaning o f those words. Agreeing 
with these modernists are some who 
have come under the spe ll of modern 
destru ctive cr it icism and who, sad ly 
enough, have been willing to accept 
a view of the Bib le which detracts 
from its majesty and au thority. 

EDWARD J. YOUNG is head of the 
departme nt of Old Testament at the 
Westminste r Seminary in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. 

In 1948 there appeared a volume 
kn own as the ''''estminstcr Study Edi
tion o{ the I-I oly Bible. This Bible 
presents an interpre tation o[ th e first 
ve rse of Genesis which, in the present 
writer's opinion, is quite out of accord 
with the clear cut statements of the 
doctr inal stand ards quoted above. Ac
cording to this Bible, when th e na rra
ti ve of creatio n begins, th e earth was 
a lread y present as a chaos. The pu r
pose of the cim pteI' seems to be, there
fore, simply to show how God br ings 
orde r ou t of this chaos and to refute 
certain raise ideas of creation wh ich 
were present a t the tim e when the 
author wrote. ]n fact, the Study Bible 

finds itself in the company of many 
modern scholars. There are many to
day who believe that the first three 
verses of Genesis should be translated 
somewhat as follows: " When God be
gan to create the heaven and (he earth 
- and the earth (i.e., when God be
gan to create) was deso lation and 
waste, and darkness covered the fa ce 
of the abyss, and the Spirit of God 
was broooing lI pon the face of the 
waters - then God said, Let there be 
light, and there was light." 

It should be pcrfectly obvious to 
every careful read er that if this trans
lation is correct, the implications. as 
far as the Christian Fa ith is concerned , 
a re tremendous. For ulis translation 
d eclares tha t when God began His 
crea tive work, the materia l of the 
earth was already present. 1£ this 
transla tion is r ight, then the doctrine 
of crea tion out of nothing is not 
found h ere. More than thal, if this 
translation is correct, then the eterni ty 
of matter would seem to be im plied, 
for when God begins to create, there, 
already in ex istence, is the world, ready 
for Him to work u pon it. There is 
only one way to escape this concill
sion, and that is to assum c that pre
vious to this, God created the material 
of the world, and that Genesis one 
merely intends to rccord how God 
brought formless matter into its pres
ent well-organized sta te. Th is, how
ever, is sllch a despe rate ex pedielll, 
and has so many a rguments against it, 
that it is hardly worthy of ser ious con
sideration. I[ the translation suggested 
in th e W estminster Study Bible is 
correct, or, for tha t matter, if any 
translation whi ch makcs o[ Genesis 
one a dependenl clause is correct, then 
the consequences fol' the Chr istian re
ligion are disastrous. No amount of 
denial will change that fact. 

WllY A New Trauslnlioll 

In all fairness to modernist scho lars, 
i t must be mainta ined that many of 
them will not and have not accepted 
the idea that the fi rst verse of Genesis 
is a temporal clause. 'Wellhausen, let 
it be said to hi s credit, spoke of such 
an idea as despera te. Eiclll'odt in his 
O ld T estament theology be lieves that 
this verse teaches abso lute creation, 
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and so does Otto Procksch in his re
cent Theologie des Allen T estaments_ 

The idea that the fi rst vel'se of Gen
esis one is a temporal clause gocs 
back to J ewish rabbi s of the Middle 
Ages. In recent times, however, it has 
been set forth (or twO basic reasons. 
1n the first place, it is claimed that 
the grammar demands it. Secondly, 
appeal is made to the ancient cosmog
o nies o f Bab ylo ni a and Sumeria, 
most of wh ich began wi th such a tem
poral clause. From this it is concludt.'t l 
that the first chapter of Genes is, which 
some think to have been derived from 
Babylonia n influence, must also be
gi n in similar fashi on. 

J n a short article of this kind it is 
impossible to go into a d etai led d is
cussion of the grammatical structure 
o[ the first verse o[ Genesis and its 
relation to ve rses two and three. Suffice 
it to say, however, that the grammar 
of thcse verses d oes not demand the 
translation which we have been di s· 
cuss ing. \oVhen we turn to our English 
Uibles an d read the o pening words of 
the Bible, we may have every confi · 
dence that we are reading an accur
ate translation, and that th e Engli sh 
faithfull y represents the origina l. The 
modern translation is a possi ble one 
- that we JULi St admit - but it is not 
demanded by the grammar of the 
passage. 

T he Babylonian Account of 
 
Creat ion 
 

The second reason genera lly given 
for adopting a tra nslation such as we 
ha ve been discussing is that it is said 
to be parallel to thc open ing lines of 
the a ncien t Meso potamian cosmogo
nics. The principal "creat io n" ac· 
count o[ the Babylonians is ge nera ll y 
d esignated in accordance with its two 
opening words Enuma eIish, which 
mea n , "\tVhen, on high." Thus, this 
document begins: 

"When on high the heavens we re 
not named, 

Below th e earth was not call ed 
(by a) name." 

It will be perfectl y obviolls that the 
accou nt begills with the word "when". 
Now this word "when (e numa) reall y 
illeans 'on the day'." T he Sumerian 
account likewise begin with the 
Sumerian word which means th e same 

thing. The Bible, however, does not 
begin with the H ebrew equi va lent. 
The Bible begins with something 
quite different, namely, the unique 
express ion, "in the beginning". There 
is no equivalent to this· ex press io n in 
these ancient pagan cosmogoni t.>s. If 
therefore, the writer o[ Genes is was 
simply following the introduclOry 
phraseology of thcse ancient docu
ments, where did he get this unique 
phrase " in the beginning"? Wh y did 
he not begin h is account as do the 
accounts which he was supposed to be 
£ollo\\"ing~ The language of these ac· 
counts, therefore, docs not at all de· 
mand the trans lation of the first ve rse 
of Genesis that some seem to think is 
required . 

There is a further point that lllust 
not be overlooked. The pagan cos
mogonies are garbled and erroneous 
accounts, characterized by gross and 
coarse polytheism. At the same tillie 
they do purpon to be accounts o f 
creation. They do not claim to set 
forth merely how this prCSt.nt world 
was refashioned, but rather hoy.- it was 
brought first into existence. Of course 
the)' do not present the doctrine of 
absol ute creat ion, bu t they do pur
port, in their own garbled and dark
ened way, to tell how things fi rst came 
to be. 

Ir, therefore, the wri ter of Gencsis 
One was patterning h is own acco unt 
on thcse model s wh y did he so deviate 
as to change cll tireJy the nature of his 
accou nt? f-I e, i [ the modem theory be 
corrcct, was telling o nly how God re
fas hioned thc eauh, not how God 
created it. His model s, however, 
cl a imed to speak of th e origin of all 
things. Now why did the writer of 
Genesis thus deviate? This is a ques
tion which has never been satisfac
torially answered. It goes to show that 
the first chapter o f Genesis is utterly 
uniq ue, and that i t stands Ollt from 
the ancient pagan cosmogonies as a 
fair fl ower in th e barren desert. 

The Nature of Genesis I. 

Jf we arc to understand the nature 
of Genesis One, we shall not receive 
much help (rom th e Baby lonians. It 
is quite possible that Moses kn ew of 
the Babylonian accounts of creation, 
but what he wrote was inspired of 
God. If there arc any sim ilarities of 
phraseology, the Spirit of God per

miued Ni oses to employ o nly that 
which accu ra te ly expressed f-li s wili. 
Wc must approach the first verse of 
Gencsis as absolutely unique. 

1n the presen t writer's opinion, the 
fi rst verse of Genesis is a gra nd COllt

prehens ive declara tion of the fact of 
absolute crea tio n. This verse is fol · 
lowed by three Statements or descrip
tions (verse two) which express the 
conditions in ex istence at the time 
when God sa id, "Let there be light". 
The thought of the firs t three verses 
of Genes is may be paraphrased as fol
lows. -- What is the origin of the 
heaven and the ea rth ? The origin of 
the heaven and the ea rth was through 
a creative aCt of God. At the time 
when God said, 'Let there be light' 
(a nd we cannot tell how much time 
elapsed from the point of absolute 
creation until God thus spake) the 
earth was wit hout form and void, 
darkness was upon the face of the 
deep and the Spirit of God was brood· 
ing upon th e face of the waters". 

In a brie f article o( thi s kind it is 
imJXlssible to set forth in any ade
quate way the grounds {or making 
such a paraphrase. Suffice it to say we 
believe that this paraphrase accura tely 
brings olltthe meaningof these verscs. 
The modern Chr istian need not be 
disturbed by the notio n that his con
fessio ns o{ faith arc wrong in find ing 
the doctrine of absolute crea tion in 
the fi rst chapter o f the Hible. They 
are not wrong. At this point as at so 
many others they have seen correctly 
the true meaning of the .Biblc. When 
lherC£ore we turn to these grand words 
wh ich fo rm (rom the ope ning of the 
Bible we may accept them a t th eir 
face val ue. And when the glory o( the 
created un iverse breaks in upon our 
souls, we will not be drawn away and 
wors hi p th e sun and the moon and 
the sta rs but will bow before Him 
who in the beginn ing did create th e 
heaven and the earth. 

I believe hund reds of Christ ian 
people arc be ing deceived by 
Satan now on th is point, that 
they do not have the ass urance 
of salvation just because th ey are 
not willing to take God at His 
word . Moody 
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When Is Cl Sermon Re/ormed? 

Preaching and the Elders 

W E arc li ving today in a highly 
critical age. 

People no longer are afraid of at· 
tacking· anything or anyone. Even the 
Lord of heaven and ea rth is openl y 
criticized and blasphcnl(~d as if H e 
were mere man. 

And surely if they fcar not God, 
they have lost all respect Cor the Word 
and the service of the Lord. It need 
not su rprise liS therefore tha t one of 
the fa shionable pa rlor-games DC ou r 
generation is the criti cism of the 
ministers o f the Word . And although 
some of it may be justifiable, those 
who desire hones ty ,mel justice and 
love will admit that Illost cr it icism in 
this lI eld is pellY, abusive and fal se. 

There is, however, a son of cr iti
cism wh ich al though exceedi ngly rare 
ought to be assiduously cul ti vated in 
the church of the Lord J esus Christ. 
In spi te o{ the unsavory aroma which 
clings to the term "criticism", we 
shou ld remember the original mean
ing o[ the word. lL is derived {rom 
a Greek word which means ··to judge." 
Hence a critic, properly speaking, is 
"one who expresses a reasoned opinion 
on any given matter, in volving e ither 
a judgmelll of its ,!.liue, trUlh or 
r ightco llsness, or an appreciation o[ 
its beaUly or tech nique." 

A critic, therefore, is a person who 
is able to judge. H e possesses [or 
himse lf and is aware o( and able to 
employ cenain basic standards. In the 
light of these alone he seeks to make 
an ad C<luate judgment, b)' whidl he 
assesses in how £.ar any given object 
under cOllsid eration approxima tes the 
ideal fo r that subj ect. 

Now in this sense of the word all 
God 's child ren must be cr itics. "He· 
loved, bel ieve not every spir it, but 
prove the spirits, wheth er they arc of 
God; because man y false prophets arc 
gone out into the world ." (I John <j: I) 

By I'ETER Y. DE JONG 

Everyone wh o has r ece i ved the 
anointing of th e H oly Sp irit is in 
duty bound before God to assess the 
"spiri tS" , tha t is, those who speak in 
the name of God as led by His blessed 
Spirit. J ohn appropriately warns the 
you ng C hristians of the danger of bc~ 
ing misled. Ma ny in his day, a nd also 
in ours, speak. in the name of lhe 
Lord without being u·u ly gu ided and 
led by Him. These arc the false 
prop hets whose end is d es truction and 
who d raw away with them into th is 
judgmelll many unwary souls. T here
{ore Joh n insists that the bel ievers 
sha ll act as "cr it ics" . They arc to 
eval uate very carefull y th e words 
wh ich they hear. And the standard 
by wh ich these words are to be com· 
pared is the Word o{ God. Only th en 
will the hearers enjoy the assura nce 
that the spiri ts which they follow arc 
o{ God. 

Now this general task of all be
lievers finds a specific and co ncrete ex
pression in one of the tasks wh ich is 
laid upon the eldership. They arc to 
be the "cr itics" par excellence in the 
congregation . Never may they take 
for gra nted that what [hey hear is or 
God, but as the responsible rulers of 
the congregation they in the ir official 
ca pacity must prove the spiri ts. This 
is their gTeat and grave responsibili ty 
of safegua rd ing the pure preach ing of 
the Word in th e chu rch allo tted to 
thei r charge. 

T he Importancc of Preaching 

O{ all th e duties of the e ldersh ip 
none begins to compare in importance 
with their task of supervi sing the 
pulpit. 

This follows directl y from the im
portant place wh ich So·iplure assigns 
to preach ing in the New Testament 
congrega tio n. ' '''c are to remember 
first of all that the adm in istration o{ 
the Word is th e heart of publ ic wor
ship. The service is incomplete with
out it.. A ll the other clements arc to a 
greatcr or lesser degree depend ent o n 
a nd subordina te to the proclamation 
o ( God's Word. 

Moreover, the preach ing of the 
\·Vord constitu tes the norma l diet for 
Olll" soul. For us it is the chi ef means 
of grace. Indeed, there a re un ique 
and precious sp ir itual blessings whi ch 
we receive from lhe Spirit in th e lise 
of prayers and songs and sacrame nts, 
but all o( th ese c1 el"ive their signifi
cance from th e Word by wh ich they 
are inter preted. T he reason why SO 

many churches are empty on the 
Lord's Day must be found in the tragic 
neglect of the pure preaching of the 
Word. 

And finall y, superv ision of the 
preaching is foremost among the tasks 
o[ the e1c1ership, beca use a ll the other 
duties assigned to those in th is office 
will remain und ischarged if there is 
ra il ure here. 

Surely thCl"e is no need of guarding 
the sanCli ty of the sacraments, if th e 
puri ty of the Word is nOt pr ized. Nor 
will there be any ap preciation for the 
spir itual supervision of lhe fl ock in 
doctr ine and conduct, if the superv i· 
sion of the pulpit is neglected. Un less 
th e Word ann o un ces how God's 
peo ple are to think and li ve, the 
elders will have no standard by which 
to assess the spi ritual development 
and health of the be li eve rs. Nor will 
there be any sense in trying to ward 
of[ th e wo lves rrom the sheepfold o( 
C hr ist, if the "Vord docs not first of 
all p lai n ly tell us who are sheep and 
who are wolvcs in the sight of the 
Lord . 

Only when wc arC deeply convinced 
of the signa l importancc of the pure 
preach ing of the Word for the health 
of the church a nd th e glory of God, 
will we be able to understand the 
reaso n why O U I" Refo rm ed fa thers cen
tu r ies ago insisted that the first duty 
of the elders is "to maintain the purity 
of the Word." 

PETER Y. DE JONG is the pastor of the 
Oakd ale Park Christian Reformed 

Church, Gra nd Rapids, Mich . 
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Supervising Ihe Preaching 

But wbat, you may well ask, is in
volved in this task of safe-guarding 
the purity of the "Vord? 

\ 'Ve are to remember tha t this dea ls 
with the actua l contel1l of preachi ng 
first of all. H ere we believe God's 
revea led will is to be expla ined to H is 
people. And every explanation of 
that d ivi ne will necessa ri ly involves 
interpreta tion . H ence the dUly of 
the elders is to judge O'iticall y and 
officiall y whether the interpreta tion is 
pu re, that is, in hiUluony with the 
teach ing of the SO'i ptures. 

T hi s, of course, is by no means an 
easy task. 

It involves fi rst of a ll a rather com· 
prehensive and intelligent under· 
standing o f the whole Bible. The 
cider must be a man who with all his 
heart loves the Word and lives by it. 
W ithout this ch id qualification he is 
unfit to exercise his office. 

However, an cider does not func· 
tion alone. H e is one of the body 
known as the consistory. H is office he 
discharges in fellowsh ip with other 
elders in such a way that no elder Illay 
lord it over his [cl low elders. And 
the whole consistory as wc ll as the 
entire conb'Tega tion has ex pl'essed it· 
self as agree ing with the confessions. 
In these ou r ch urches have set forth 
what we bel ieve the ScriplU rcs pl .dnl y 
teach on all sal ien t doctrines. I-fence 
in connect ion with this task of super· 
vising the preaching we must not for· 
ge t that all sermons in our churches 
mUSt rcflcct the tcach ing of the con· 
fess io ns. ' '''e do not beli c\'c that these 
constitute a standard next to 01' inde
pendent of the Bible. Much ra ther, 
we as Reformed churches have bound 
ourselves to them beca use we arc con
vi nced that they se t for th in brief 
compass the teachings of the Word in 
an orderly, comprehensive and bal· 
anced way. No onc who is not in 
agreement with the confessions has 
the r ight to belong to our dllll'ches; 
much less to act as elder ; least of all 
to preach from our pulpits. 

But beside knowing the Bible and 
the tcachi flgs of the con fess io ns, the 
ciders in order to superv ise the preach. 
ing of the Word must understand 
what a sermon is. 

What is R eformed Preaching? 

Although this does not mean that 
they must be able to pass a course in 
H omileti cs (the an of preaching), it 
is essent ial that our elders u ndersta nd 
what Reform ed pl'eaching is. 

Let us at thc outset disabuse our 
minds from the erroneous idea ' that 
any discllssion of the Bible (rom the 
pulpit on the Lord 's day is a sermon. 
The sermon d iffers radically from a 
talk 01' addrcss. It is not to be com
pared with a d eclamatio n or an ora
tion, even if in outward appeal'ances 
it seems somewha t to partake of this 
quali ty. It is no t an essay on some 
Biblical doctrine or au thori zed prac
tice. 

R athel', preaching accQI'ding to R e
form ed believers is the official prochl
matiQlI of th e W ord in the name of 
Cln'isl by (I recognized ambassodor i ll 

the midst of the cOII["rregat io1/. uuder 
the superv ision of the elders. 

It is proclamatio n of the Word! 
Here is to be declared the {u ll coun
sel of God as He has suffici ently and 
infallibly given it to us in the ·Bible. 
T he words of Scriplllre must be thor· 
oughly ex pounded, that is, the COil ' 

grega tion must know wha t the Lord 
says in His ·Word. That Word speaks 
to the Lord's children in their need. 
Hence the \>\'ord mllst be living, 
dynam ic and releva nt. It mllst be ap' 
plied to their li ves. H ence preaching 
is not merel y a discussion o[ some 
doctrine or historical inciden t or reo 
Iigious law. Ra ther, it is lhe declara
tion of the will o( the Lord for the 
whole of hum<tn life as it is lived by 
His people. Jt appea ls to the mind 
but also to the will: it stirs up the 
emotions but also incites to deeds. 
Such a message comes with the 
authority s)X)ken of by Oll r Savior, 
when He said, " H e that heal'eth you 
heare th me; and he that rejcctcth YOll 
rejecteth Ill e; and he that rejecteth 
me, rejecteth him t h at se n t me." 
(Luke 10,16) 

The Word and lbe Spir:il 

God did no t publish his word 
to ma nkind for the sake of mo· 
mentary o s te n tatio n , with a 
design to destroy or ann u l it 
immediatel y on the adven t of 
the Spirit; but he afterwards 
sent the same Spir it, by whose 
agency he had dispensed his 
word, to complete his work by 
an efficacious confirmation of 
that word . Tn this manner Chr ist 
opened the understand ing of his 
two disciples; not that, rejecti ng 
the Scriptures, t hey might be 
wise enough of themselves, bu t 
that they might understand the 
Scriptures. So when Paul ex
horts the T h essa lon ians to 
"quench not the Spirit," he docs 
not lead them to empty specu
lat ions independent of the word; 
for he immediately adds, "despise 
not prophesyings" ; clearly inti
mat ing, that the light o[ the 
Spirit is e xt in g ui sh ed when 
prophecies (a ll into contempt. 
' ,Vhat answcr can be given to 

these things, by those proud (a
natics, who think them selves 
possessed of the only valuable 
illumina tion, when, securely neg· 
lecting and forsak ing the Di
vine word, they, with equa l con
fidence and temer ity, greedil y 
embrace every rever i e which 
their distempered imaginations 
may have conceived ? A very dif
fe rent sobriety becomes the ch ild
ren of God; who, while they are 
sensible that, exclusively of the 
Spirit o( God, they arc utterly 
desti tute of the light of truth, ye t 
arc not ignorant that the word is 
the instrument, by which the 
Lord dispenses to belicvers the 
illumination of his Spi rit. For 
thcy know no other Spi ri t than 
tha t who dwelt in and spake 
by the apostl es; by whosc oracles 
they arc continually ca lled to the 
hear ing of the word. 

j o"n Calvin, 

The T n~titllt<"!. Hk. I . Char>. ill'. h r. ! 
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From 01..11 this fo llows vcry cmpha. 
tica1I~. and well may our present 
~tion become aware of this truth, 
that the essence o[ preaching lies not 
in it:. polished [ann. J\'I lIch as this 
ma~ be desired and ought to be ap
preciated. it is very subordinate. For 
,urely our spir itual se nsitiv ity is in no 
""be dependent on our aesthetic ap.. 
preciation. 

The questi on is silllply whether first 
of all the min ister is a recognized 
ambassador of the Lo rd J esus Chr ist, 
lawfully ca ll ed and ord ained by the 
congregation. 

T hereupon, we a re to take note 
whether that minister knows himself 
in h is preaching , IS (ully bound by th e 
revea led Word. He is not to lecture 
on some interest ing subject. Rather, 
he is [Q take a part of the H oly Word 
and in language which can be under
stood by the average member of the 
congregation ex plain iLS mea ning and 
show iLS significance fo r d aily life. 

.And the elders are cal led upo n to 
te s t w h e t h er the me ssage of t h e 
preacher is of God. 

Theirs is ilOt the duty of aSki ng 
whether the people liked or did not 
like the sermon. Nor should they 
be concerned about their personal re
action to the message. They are to 
act officia lly and corporately. As a 
consistory they are to decide whether 
the message which the congregation 
hea rd was the authoritat ivc and living 
Word of the Lord . Naturally, th is is 
a most delicate and difficult task. lL 
involves the Bible and one who is 
recogn ized by the church as an officia l 
proclaimer of the truth of that Bible. 
H ere we are deal ing with the sacred; 
with the rich provisions which our 
heaven ly Fa ther has made for the 
spiritual development and prosper ity 
of H is church on earth. It behooves 
each one of us LO move with utmost 
ca ut ion - minister and elders and 
congregation. 

Le t the minister prepare each mes
sage as a proclamation of the glad 
tidings of grace, an exposition and 
applicat ion of the Word of life to the 
congregation , a vi ta l, dynam ic and 
relevant message of the r ich Christ for 
the poor sinner. 

Let every congrega tion submi t to 
the authority of the Word, realizing 
that thc content o[ the message is far 
more essentia l than iLS [arm and there.. 
fore hungering to be fed with the 
Bread from heaven. 

And let lhe elders earn es tly, con.. 
scientious ly and I'everem ly test the 
message in the light of the proper 
standards. Is i t true to Scriptu re? Is 
it in harmon y with the confess ions? 
is it a scnllon, the ex position and ap
p li cat ion of the text to the whole life 
of th e believing church? 

-_ ... - ........ 

A Parable 

Where, from their m utual source, twO 
vigorous streams 

Scatter incess..'l nt misty spray 
Down from the lofty heigh LS of 

Hermon's hi ll s 
W here cedar trees of Lebanon sway, 
Flows Ga lilee's Sea and one call ed 

"Dead", 
Thei,· brotherhood no one has 

guessed 
Like twi ns brought forth in one 

trava il , 
Both nourish at earth's flowing breast. 

The Sea of Galilee th rough burnished 
fields 

Of fenile beauty. feeds th e J ordan 
pla in ; 

Boasting an o utlet, it receives to yield, 
And gathers to pour out again. 
The Dead Sea clutches in its 

boundaries 
Brackish, stagnant water, loathe to 

give; 
H aving no issu e. it receives to keep. 
Death lies entombed. naught in its 

water lives. 

Help mc to rad iate thy generalis love, 
l\'ly selfishness, 0 Lord, I pray, forgive, 
And let my heart share lav ish all my 

days 
" Freely yc have received, th en freely 

give!" 

- Elsie D. Ku izema 

There is great da nger that the 
elders precisely on this po int neglect 
their task. 

indeed, they will be able to detect 
gross heresi es. And sho u ld a n y 
preacher have the temer ity to preacl l 
one of these, he wou ld be summari ly 
dismissed from th e Christian R e
formed Church . However, when the 
devil attacks the church with false 
doctrine. he comes not ill wooden 
shoes but on so(t ..soled sli ppers. I n
sidiously. so that orten even the minis
ters and elclers are nOt aware of the 
change of emphasis. a new type of 
preach ing so..called arises. T he em
phasis becomes tO pica l instead of 
exegetical; man..centered instead of 
God..glorifying; aesthetically soothi ng 
instead of spiritual vila!. 

H ow fine it wou ld be if the elders 
in full consistol'ial sess ion would talk 
over the preach ing of the \.yonl with 
the min ister. H ow much easier preach.. 
ing would become (or the min ister, 
if he were in fo rm ed by the elders 
what they also (elt the congregation 
needed at ally given season. H ow 
much deeper would be the love of the 
elders for a conscientiollS and fa ithful 
min ister of the V,ford, if they would 
hear from his lips what he a ims to do 
in the preadling of the Word [or the 
peo ple of God. How much stronger 
the elders would stand ove r aga inst 
those people whose pClly and un j usti .. 
fied criticisms of the sermons spread 
like pestil cntial poison throughom the 
congregation, and threaten to kill the 
spirit of the preacher. T he questio n 
is not whether people like the ser.. 
mons; whether they measure up to 

man ..mad e standa rds of what sermons 
should be. The sole question is 
whether the message bro ught is called 
a serm on by the liv ing Christ who is 
Head and King o r His church. 

"'''hen the cJders understand their 
duty of sa{cgua rding the pUl·ity of the 
p reach ed W o rd and defe nd t h e 
preacher who procla ims the gospe l 
purel y, both they and the whole con .. 
gregation will be delivercd from th e 
false standards set by men and grow 
in the grace and know ledge of our 
Lord and Savior J esus Christ. 
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to a greater or less extent. Some dePopular Religious Fallacies 
nom inat ions have succumbed to these 
ant i-doctrinal tendencies, while others 
are struggling nobly agai nst them. 

T he contemporary avers ion to docChristianity Without Creed 
trine makes the task of the minister Car 

NOTE: This is tlte fifth in a series 
of art icles on common contemporary 
viewpoints which m"e contrary to or
tJwdox Christianity. 

If anyth ing is characteri st ic of can· 
temporary American Protes tantism it 
is oppos ition to doctrine. In former 
times people might be opposed to par
ticu lar doctrines, sli ch as the doctrine 
oC predCSlination or the doctrine of 
hell; but today there is widespread op
position to doctrine as s1tch, to the 
very idea of an authoritative body oC 
Christian doctrine. 

This present-d ay aversion to doc
trine exists in various forms. For ex
ample, there is downright opposition 
to doctrine shown in the often-heard 
slogan, "Christiani ty is not a doctrine 
but a life," The person who says that 
is setting up a false antithesis bt:twecn 
doctrine and life, and rejecting doc
trine in the interests oC "life." 

Another common forlll is doctri1lal 
indifferentism, the prevalent attitude 
of nOl being interested in disti nctions 
between truth and eITOr. The doctri
nally indifferent person is wrongly 
called " tolerant." Questions concern
ing the d eity of Christ, the ato nement, 
the inspil1at ion of the Bible. he lightly 
d ismisses as "abstract theo logy" or 
" lheologica.1 hair-splitting." By " hair
splitting" such a pe rson means any 
exact theo logical knowlc(lge at all. 

Yet ano ther Corm oC aversion to doc
u'ine cons ists in the fa in t pmiseof doc
trine. ' ·Vhen a person says: "Doctr ines 
are impo rtant, of course, but what 
really counts is Jesus' way of W e," he 
is engaging in the [ailll pra ise or doc
trine; what he rea ll y mea ns is lh :H 
doctrines arc not impo nam at all, and 
that we can have "J es us' way of life" 
regardless of what our doctrines may 
be. Similarly, when people discuss 
Christian doctrine as if it were a lux
ury or au xili ary omamelll to be added 

By JOHANNES G. VOS 

to our religious faith and life, as if we 
could firs t live the Christian life and 
then afterwards perha ps acquire a 
modicum of dOClrine, they are engag
ing in lhe Caim pra.ise of doctr ine; doc
trine is not a luxury to the ChriSlian 
any more tha n bones arc a luxury in 
the human body. 

Another fom) o [ opposition to doc
tr ine is skepticism cOllcemi1lg the ex
istellce of absolute trut h, a spiriwal 
blight whidl is eX lremely conuno n to
day. According to this ,·iew, truth is 
not pennanent but changes with the 

JOHANNES G . YOS is postor of the 
Reformed Presbyterian (Covenanter) 
Church in Cloy Center, Kansas, and 
ed itor of Blue Bonner Faith and Life 

religious periodical. 

times; what was true yesterday may be 
false tomOITOW. The person who says 
the Westm inster Standards were a 
good expression of Chris tiani ty COI- the 
seventeenth century but are not suited 
to the twentieth century is suffering 
[rom this spiritua l bl ight. The West
minster Standards are either true 01

false ; j{ false, they were fa lse 300 years 
ago when first wriu cn; if true, they 
are st ill true today . 

None Unaffected? 

All the tendencies that have been 
mentioned are at bOllom ami-doctrinal 
in that they are a ll contrary lO the 
recogni tion o f the true place and im
portance oC the body o( Christian doc
trine that has crys talli zed in ·the grea t 
historic creeds oC t he Church. These 
tendencies are all cha racterized by 
aversion to su s tain ed , systematic 
preaching and teaching of a recognized 
body of Chr istian doctrine. These 
tendencies are so preval ent tod ay that 
it may safely be asserted that there is 
not a Protestant church in America 
that has not been in fluenced by them 

more difficullthan it would otherwise 
be. T he minister who wou ld be faith
[u l to his calling must, as it were, 
undertake the removal o( a great stone 
h'om the door of his people's minds; 
he must first cope with the almost uni 
versal prejudice aga inst doctr ine be
(are he c.""I n hope to impart to his 
hearers any adequate knowledge of 
the doctrinal sys tem of the Bible. That 
is to say, the present situation cries ur
ge ntly not mere ly (or faith ful preach
ing of the doctrines of the Chr istian 
faith , but for convincing peo ple tha t 
Christi anity is essen tially dow'inal and 
that its doctrines arc thereCore abso
lutely important so that without them 
Christia nity cannot exist, and there 
can be no savi ng gospel. 

An E lement of Truth 

There is indeed a certain element of 
truth in ule anti-doctr ina l spirit of 
modem religion . I t may be regarded 
as a reaction against that type of re
ligious fonllal ism \\'hi ch regards Chris
t ianity as merely a body of doctrine. 
Such a perversion of the Christian re
ligion is often ca ll ed "dead orthodoxy." 
A more correct term for it, however, 
would be dead OJ·thodox ism. For m·tho
doxy really invo lves a hearty accept
ance of the truth, and a rea ll y hearty 
acceptance of the truth canno t coexist 
wi th a li [eless formalism in religion. 
The person whose religion is devo id of 
true spiritual li[e is never really ortho
dox, for he docs not accept the doc
trines oC Christianity in their true in
tent and purpose but only ex ternall y 
or as a mere matter of form. His re
ligio n therefore should nOt be called 
"onhodoxy"-Il ol even with the word 
"dead" added- but "orthodoxism." 

Undou btedly the dead onhodoxism 
of th e: past is at least partly responsi
ble {or the avers ion to doctrine which 
c ha racte ri zes th e prese nt. Th e 
churches have reacted against a per
version of Christ ian ity which seemed 
to ha ve nothing but a bare body of 
doctr ine, and have in many cases 
swung clear over to tbe opposite ex
l,'ellle of favoring a perversion of 
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Christianit~ ,,-hich regards a body of 
docuine as unnecessary or even harm
ful Bolh e.'( LTemes are wrong; both 
desuo)" Lhe Christian religion. To re
\0"1 to the figure of the bones and the 
bod), we may compare the Christian 
religion in iLS lotality to the human 
body. and the doctrina l system of 
Christianity to the bones of the body. 
~ow o bviously a stlU cture of bones is 
not only highly d esira b le, but abso
lutely necessary, for the existen ce and 
fu nctioning of the human body. Bones 
are not a luxury; they are an absolute 
necessity. Similarly the doctrinal sys
tem of Christianity is absolutely neces
sary for the existence and activity of 
the Christian religion. Doctrines are 
not a luxury; they arc an absolUle 
necessity. Christianity without doc
trines is as impossible as a human body 
wi thou t bones. On the other hand, a 
body consisting of nothing but bones 
cannot live and function, e ither; it is 
not really a body, but only a skeleton. 
And in like manner a type of religion 
wh ich has nothing but a bare body of 
doctrin es can not really be Christ ia n
ity; it can only be a p erversion or 
travesty of the Christian religion. 

The element of truth in the sloga n 
"Christianity is not a doctrine but a 
life", then, is that Christ ianity is not 
only a doctrine, but also a life. This 
is the element o[ truth which dead 
orthodoxism has den ied, in practice if 
not in theory; and the neglect of this 
element of trllth has certa inl y been 
one of the factors leading to the aver
sion to doctri ne which ex ists today. 

Influence of Modern Science 

It would, however, be a mistake to 
lay all the blame for today's aversion 
to doctrine on yesterday's dead ortho
dox ism. Other powerful factors have 
also been at work. T oday the people 
in general, including the membership 
of the churches, are under the influ 
ence of science and philoso phy as 
never before. Modern science is almost 
completely under the domin .uion o( 
modern ph ilosophy, and both have 
had a tremendous effect on the re
ligious life and thought of om day. 
Modern science and philoso phy have 
championed a view of the world and 
of human life which is utterly incom
patible with th e Ch r istian reli gion. 
This modern view of life impli es that 
many of the doctrines of Christianity, 

such as the docu'ines of creation, the 
fall of man, miracles, the virgin birth 
of Christ, his bodily resurrection and 
ascension and second coming, the in
fallibility of the Bible, supernatural 
regeneraLion and sa lvation, cannot be 
tn~e. As a result of this there has been 
a tendency on the pan of many faint· 
hearted Christians to quake and trem
ble at the blasts o( science, and to seek 
to take refuge in a non-doctrinal form 
of Christiani ty that would be beyond 
the reach of the attacks of science and 
philosophy. Such people say in effect: 
"Science has shown that the modern 
mind can no longer accept the doc
trines of old-fashioned Ch ristianity. 
But never mind; we can sti ll be Chris
tians, for these doctrines, after all, are 
not essential to the Christian religion; 
they are only the outward form or 
husk of Christiani ty; what really 
counts is the kernel, and we can re tain 
that, even though science requires that 
the husk be abandoned." Thus mod
ern religion seeks to retain a non-doc
tr inal something as the l·eal essence of 
Christ ianity; .wd that "somethi ng" 
usually turns out to be merely a vague 
mysticism or a n ethical ideal of kind
ness and good will. Christianity has 
been "re-interpreted" and di vested of 
its doctrines-robbed of its structure of 
bones-umi l it is no lo nger recogniz
able as the genuine article. The net 
resu lt is that each person decides for 
himself what h e considers good and 
praisewonhy, a nd labels his self-made 
religion "Christianity." 

A Su bver sion of Christianity 

Agai nst the anti·doctrinal spi rit of 
the present d ay, it must be asserted 
and insisted upon without apology 
that CII1'islianity is {l1"St of all a body 
of doct l·ine . I t is indeed more than 
that, but it is that firs t of alL The 
Bible is the special revelation of God 
to mank ind , and the Bible is essential
ly a message of truth. It answers the 
two basic questions, "What is true?" 
and "vVhat is right?" and in answer
ing them gives li S the materials [01" 

consll"llcting th e systern of Chr ist ia n 
doctrine and Christian €lhics. The 
Bible furnish es the infa llible data; it 
is the Church's task to put them to
gether in systematic form - a task for 
which Chr ist promised the illumina
tion of his Holy Spirit to the Church 
(John 14,26; 16'13). 

The fundamental purpose of th e 
Bible is to furnish the data for the 
system of Christian doctri ne. T his 
basic purpose of the Bible is often neg
lected, i t is true. It was reported a few 
years ago that a certain fash ionable 
women's college offered its studen ts 
two courses in Bible study: a course 
on the Bible as literature, and a course 
on the Bible as history_ Now of course 
the Bible is literature, and contains 
history; yet nei th el· of these constitutes 
the basic purpose of the Bible; the 
basic purpose o r the Bible is to present 
doctrinal truth. As well not study the 
Bible at all, as to study it merely as a 
book of literature and history. We are 
not really studying the Bible to any 
profit un less we study it as what God 
intended it to be, the source of doc
trinal tru th. 

T he Truth Shall Make You Free! 

The body of truth revealed in the 
Bible, and exhibited in systematic 
form in the creeds of the Church, is 
no t an adjunct of Christianity, but the 
abSOlutely necessary founda tion of the 
Christian religion. Our Lord sa id, "Ye 
shall know the truth and the truth 
sha ll make you free" Uohn 8:32). 
T hus doctrine- for doctrine is simply 
the truth staned in logical fonn - is 
the (oundation o t" the Chr istian life 
and is essential to salvation. 

Christian doctrine consists, first, of 
a body of facts, such as the crea tion of 
the world, the birth, life and cruci
fixion of Christ, his resu rrection and 
ascension to heaven. These facts afe 
absolutely essen ti a l, yet of themselves 
alone they do not constitute Ch rist ian 
doctrine. To these facts must be added 
the Cod-given interpretation of the 
facts. 'Thus the fact of the crucifixion 
of Christ, plus the meaning of that 
{act revealed in th e Bible, yields the 
doctrine of the substitutionary atone
ment of Christ. 'To say that Christ 
died is to state a fact of hi story; to 
affi rm that it was for our sins is to set 
forth the revealed explanation of the 
fact; the combined statement Christ 
died for our sins is the central doctrine 
of the Christian laith, the su bstitu
tionary atonement. All the other doc
tr ines of Chr istianity are similarly con
st itu ted. 

(Continued on page 32) 
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previolls issues we have COIlI N 
cerncd ourselves with the question 

of the lawfulness of participation ill 
war for the Christian, and the Scr ip
lural doctrine concerning God and hi s 
purposes in sending wars.· vVe came 
to the conclusion that the Bible war. 
rents such participation and that waf 
does not mean that God is no longer 
the ru ler of the world, but rath er that 
he vind icates his sovereignty by pun
ishing si n and ca lli ng his people to 
repen tance by war. I n this article 1 
wish to reflect u pon the practica l 
problems facing a Christian soldier in 
battle and in occupatio n service. ' '\Ie 
turn once ag'a in to the Word of Cod 
for guidance, si nce it is ou r rule for 
fa ith and practice; since we believe 
that it is sufficien t and clear also with 
respect to this problem. 

We, Protestants, believe in progres
sive revelation. This is not to be iden
tified with the evolutionary view of 
religion he ld by the modernists. Ac
cording to their view Amos had a 
liigher conception of Cod than Abra
ham simply because th e human spiri t 
had made great ad vances. That is the 
subj ect ive and natural istic view of 
revel a tio n, as though trut h proceeds 
from man. Our R eformed view is that 
Cod revealed more of Himself to the 
church in N .T. times than in O.T. 
times. It is true that Amos had more 
liglH than A braham, but t his ligh t 
cam e fmm above. It was the activity 
o( Cod's self·revelation to his people 
by which the prophets understood 
more of the cou nse l of Cod than the 
patriarchs. The apostles in turn knew 
(a r marc than the prophets, since the 
Word o[ Cod had become J NCAR· 
NATE. 

What the Bible Says 
H ence we must especiall y look to 

the New T estament. Besides man y 
things tha t took place in the Old 
Testament are not given to liS as 
'See OCI.·N"". and De<;,·Jan. Issue! . 

T he Christian and W ar 	 do then ?" The answer of John was 
simple. "H e that hath two coats, let 
him impar t to h im that ha th none; 
and he that hath meat, let h im do likeThe Christian Soldier's wise." John is not introducing com· 
mu nism in economics and suggesting 
that private property be wiped out.Conduct in War Rather, of that which individuals 
possess they must freely give to those 
less favored tha n themselves. I n short, 
the law of Cod 'which says: "Love 
you r n eighbor as yo urself", is h ere r eo 
iterated with fo rce. That love ought 
to express itself in deeds. "God", says 
John, "will judge your prefession of 
repen tance by your deeds of ChriSlian 
charity and mercy." 

After having made a particular ap
plication to the Publicans who also 
so ught baptism unto the remission of 
sins, J oh n se ts forth the practical ap' 
plication o( godliness for the life of 
the so ldier. H ere the same general 
principle applies. The law of Cod has 
not been abrogated for those in mili
tary service . . That law is sti ll binding 
upon all, and soldiers are no excep· 
tion to the rul e. T he idea that so 
easily takes possess ion of those who 
are trained in violence, those who are 
ordered to shoot to kill, that they arc 
now above th e law wi th respect to 
their fellowmen is erroneous. And we 
might add, this simple ded uction 
which possesses the mind of men rests 
upon the false conception of war. Jf 
wa r be regarded as the execution of 
the righteousness of C od, as the main
tenance of justice in the worl d, its 
partici pants would not so easily fall 
into all kinds of lawlessness. But the 
misconception arises from the mis· 
taken notion tha t killing, which is 
murder, is temporarily sanctioned by 

The worst thing that can be 
sa id of any Christ ian community 
is this: "Thou hast a name to 
live and art d ead. " "T hOLl art 
neither cold nor hot." Our Lord 
J es Lls says: " I would thou wert · 
co ld or hot. So Lhen because 
tho u art lukewarm, and neither 
cold nor hot, I wi ll spew thee 
Ollt of my mouth." A ch urch 
without li fe a nd zea l makes 
Christ sick. 

Spurgeon 

By HENRY R. VAN TIL 

normati ve; they merely present with · 
ou t recommenda tion the historica l 
picture of what took place. The gen
eral principle of the New Testament 
that we should love aliI' enem ies is 
val id for us today. We may not enter· 
tain hatred tOward our fellowmen as 
creatures and image.bearers o( Cod. 
Since war is not a matter of persona l 
relations firsL of all but ra ther of 
executing the wrath of God through 
lawfully constituted gove rn ment, we 
may not cherish hatred and seek ven· 
geance in Lhe conduct of wa r. There· 
[are all cruelty and inhumanity is de· 
testable. Some Old Testament ex
amples of cruelty by Cod's saints may 
not be used as normative, for Cod 
clearly condemns man's inhumanity 
to man through the prophets (CL 
Amos I, 2) . On the other hand, we 
fi nd some pointed direction in th e 
New Testamen t concerning conduct 
by godly men in army serv ice. We 
refer to John the Baptist 's prescrip' 
tion to the soldiers who cam e to him 
asking, "And what shall we do? And 
he sa id unto them, Do violence to no 
man, ncither accuse any fal sely; 'and 
be content with you r wages" (Luke 
3, 14) . 

Repenlence Required 

For a proper understanding of these 
words of John we must get the setting. 
The Forerun ner is in troduced by 
Luke as "preaching the baptism of 
repentance for th e rem ission of sins" . 
Eut repentance must consist not on ly 
in word but in deed. " Bring forth 
therefore fruits worth y of repentance, 
and bcgin not to say within your· 
selves. \OVe have Abraham to our 
father." Tha t is to say, your associa· 
tions with pious people and descent 
from pa tr iarchs is no t goi ng to save 
you, bu t you IllUSt yourselves indicate 
the rea lity of repen tan ce by works. 
This made a deep im pression and th e 
crowds bega n to ask: " ,"Vha t sha 11 we 
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b ....\.nd (moo lilling to rape, theft, 
~ ilcru.s;J.uon and every other crime 

001\ a shan step. 

Hence the Way·Preparer of the 
~I~iah \,-ams h is audie nce of mili· 
t.aT\ men tha t the law of Cod is still 
im:iolate. "Extort from no man by 
,-iolence" (R.V.) Now a so ldier is one 
trained in violence. lt is his business 
LO be strong physically and violent as 
the si tuation demands. H e must not 
only learn to shoot straight but also 
to advance and overcome the enemy 
in personal, hand-to-hand combat. 
The enemy must be routed, put au[ of 
commission so th at he quits the field 
and surrenders his arms, and gives up 
the struggle. An y so ldier who re[uses 
to fight, to shoo t stra ight, to march 
and to advance is an u nworthy citizen 
and a rebel against Cod-instituted 
authority. We ought to obey the gov
ernment not only for wrath's sake but 
a lso for conscience sake. The boys, 
wh o proved to be veritable Ni mrods 
with a twelve gage shot·gun and al
ways brought back their [ull tal c o[ 
pheasant or duck, but rc(used to shoot 
stra ight in the arm y and \\'ere tfans
ferred to the quartermaster corps to 
do househo ld duti es were not o nly 
bad so ldiers but poor Christia ns. 

The Prop.er Use of Force 

However, [his violence must be 
direCled and restrained. A so ldier may 
not d eal in violence as a private citi
zen. He may not use his su perior 
physica l equipment or h is proficiency 
in arms to pillage the prisoners and 
lhe enemy population. That is extor
lion by violence! That is but plain 
thievery! Our bo)'s lI sed to refer to 
this practice laughingl y as " libera
tion". Many American so ldiers ex
cll sed themselves on the basis that the 
Germa ns had fonnerl), pillaged the 
Netherlands and other na tions. But 
if Hitl er and his hordes broke the law 
of Cexl that still does nOt give us 
Americans the right to break God's 
hol y la w. , .vhatever the government 
may take or require th e va nquished 
foe to pay as indemnity for our loss or 
the loss of the Alli es does nOt give the 
slightest just ification [or an indiv id ual 
soldier to steal in this brazen way. 
The soldier who took watches, pa in t
ings, dishes, rugs or any o[ the in
numerable beautifu l cultural objects 

[or their discontent with wages. In 
the American army there was a vogue 
La say that tbe so ldier who does not 
complain is not happy. One is simply 
expected to be discontented With the 
general situation o[ which wages con
stitutes a very real part. In the days 
that our Lord was here among men 
the soldiers received vcry little. It 
was a mere pittance, a meager exist
ence o[ porridge and a few farthings 
to spend in an idle hour. Today, III 

our land o[ wealth all that has 
changed, yet soldiers grumble as o[ 
old. And the Word o[ God comes to 

Christian soldiers say ing, "You are to 
distinguish yourselves from the com
mon crowd by your contentment". 
or course, that is th e rule [or all 
Christiahs ever),wherr.. Contentment 
with godl iness is gr/';'1.t ga in. We are 
to be content and ready to accept the 
th ings we receive and the conditions 
of life in wh ich by Cod's providence 
we find ourselves. This general rule 
for Christian living al so applies to 

soldiers witho ut diminution . T hat 
constitutes the rad ical power of Chr is
tian ity. If we wo uld conduct ourselves 
as disciples of the Lord J esus while 
in the service of our country, we must 
also show our fe llow-so ldier citizens 
that our confess io n is not in words 
only, but that we are in deed followers 
of the Christ. Discontent is a festeri ng 
sore in the lives or many people and 
it will spoil Oll r effectiveness as wit
nesses for our King. H Chr isti an so[
di ers are d iscontellt like the rest we 
miss one of lhe finest opportuni.ties 
to show the men of thi s world that we 
a rc a peculiar people unto the Lord. 
I venture to say that a soldier who 
shows that he is content with hi s 
wages and d oes hi s duty without 
grumbling from day to' day will be 
challenged by mally concerning th e 
cause of his strange behaviour and 
thus wiII find an opening to wi tness 
[or his faith. Such a witness will have 
the power to convict men and to 
touch their hearts because it is a testi
mony not only o[ the lips bu t or. dail y 
deeds. Even th e unbelieving world is 
impressed by facts and acLS. The devil 
keens a close eye on the Jobs of Cod 
who walk uprightly and flee {rom evil. 

To conclude, th en, in the conduct 
of war lhe Chri stian must obey the 

(Continued Oil page 30) 

" Human institutions are really 
to be molded, not by Christian 
princi ples accepted by the un
saved, but by Christian men ; th e 
true transformation o[ soc i e t y 
will come by the influence of 
those who have themselves been 
redeemed." 

J. Gresham Machen 

owned by our enemies, is guilty before 
Cod. "Are you truly ready to enter 
the Kingdom o[ H eaven," says John, 
" then bnng forth fruits wortlly of r e
pentance. Then show by your deeds 
what you confess with your mOllth." 
"£x tort from no man by violencel" 
Or, as the maTgin of the Authori zed 
Versio n gives it. "Put no man in fea r". 
And this applies to the femal e popu· 
lation especia ll y o[ conquered lerri
tory. The Christian so ldier in a con
quering army or stationed in garri son 
in a vanquished country muSt st ill 
keep the law or Cod inviolate with 
respect to the seventh commandrllcnt 
as well as the six th. Also here all ex
tortion by violence Qr intimidation 
stands condemned. (In regard to' the 
broader aspects of sexual morality J 
shall d eal mOI-e particularly in a fol
lowing issue). 

The followi ng two phrases in Luke 
3: 14, " neither accuse anyone wro ng
[ully; and be content with your 
wages", are further specificat ions of 
this ge neral principle that the la w of 
God must be obeyed by soldiers as 
well as civilians. T o accuse fal sely or 
wrongfull y was a rather common prac· 
tice for those in the military servi ce 
in John 's day. Thereby they stood a 
good chance of receiving bribes and 
thus augment their meager dail y 
al lowancc. This type of blackmail, 
too, must be resisted by anyo ne who 
would li ve godly. H ere is a simple re
affirmat ion of the ninth command· 
ment for those in mi litary service: 
"Thou shalt not bear [a lse witness 
against th y neighborl" 

Chrislian Conlentmenl 

"And be content wi th your wages". 
At first blush this injunction may 
calise some to smile since sold iers Cram 
time immemorial have been notor iolls 
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PUlltoral Psychiatry 

What Is Mental Illness? 

D ID yOll ever visit a hospital for 
menta lly i ll? 

Your first visit to such a hospital 
was most likely a very unsettling ex
pe rience. Possib ly sleep was slow in 
com ing lhe following n ight. 

You saw such unforgettable faces 
faces screwed up illlo the weirdest ex
pressions. faces wi th sill y grimaces on 
them, .faces whose eyes had loSl the 
luster of hope and life. YOli heard 
hu man voices making groaning noises, 
strange laughing noises, haunting 
noises. You wcre startled when a pa
tient came up to YOli and sa id, "The 
H oly Spirit is after you ; you'd beller 
watch QUl." Y O LI saw men and women 
pacing relentless ly back and (onh and 
you couldn't help thinki ng of animal s 
in a cage, much as YO li loathed the 
thought. Vou saw young men and 
young women whose mask-like hope
less (aces or profoundly agitated (aces 
lUgged hard at your heart. 

Then you also saw many patients 
whose faces seemed so natural and 
who spoke in steady and wholly in
telligent tones. Y O LI wond ered \!Jhy 
that Mrs. Wil son had come to the hos
pital. She was dressed so neatl y and 
she was so graciOUS in her manner and 
speech and contact with others. How 
had she got out o( step with life? And 
yo u couldn't Corge t that Mr. Adams. 
He seemed to be so wholly capable of 
taking care of himself and of meet ing 
people. 

Your first visit to a hospi ta l for the 
mentall y ill was most likely a start
ling, bewilder ing, di stu rbing, {Innerv
ing exper ience. 

Did you go back to the hospital for 
a second visit ? or iI th ird visit? 1t is to 

be hoped that yOll did. Poss ibl y you 
we nt back often . Maybe in the provi
dence of Cod you had to take a close 
relative or a dear friend to the hos
pita l. 

By EDWARD nEEREMA 

As you returned LO the hospital 
once and again yom feelings about 
the place a nd the patients began to 
change. Especially the ex pe rience o[ 
bringing a dear one there Ol~ned your 
eyes LO something very signifi cant, and 
much of yo ur (ecli ng oC frigille ned 
revulsion toward the hosp ita l dis
appeared. What significa nt thing did 
you learn? Y Oli Learned that in ge n
era l th e patients in a hospital for the 
mentall y ill are people jllst like you. 

Normal - Abnormal 
That brings us to the quest io n of 

the normal and the abnormal in the 
whole field of menta l disturbances. In 
our college class in Abnormal psy
chology we used a well-known text 
called Th e ps),chofog)' Of abllormfli 
people, by J. J. B. J\'lorgan. T h is tex t 
enjoyed a good repu tation in its day. 
A later text of conside rab le val ue and 
probably named wi th Morga n's text 
in mind is ca lled Th e psychology of 
/JOn/wi people, by Tiffm, Knight and 
Josey. 

Arc the titles to th ese two texts de
sirable t itl es? T hey seem to imply that 
there are two classes of people, the 
normal and the abnonna l, and that 
there is a clea rl y drawn line of diITer· 
ence between them. Is there such an 
absolutc distinct ion in the field of 
mental d isturbances? 

Yes, there is such a distinction, but 
it appli es to a very limitcd number of 
people. This di stinction docs noL 
apply La most o f those who have bed s 
in mental hospitals. In faeL, the dis
tinction as <In absolute distinction 
hardly applies at a ll to those suffering 
from mental illness. To be sure, there 
most likely is 'some abnormality in the 
conduct or reaction o[ the o ne suITer
ing [rom mental illness. He may be 
tempomrily ab normal. He may be 
abnormal fol' a long tillie. But that is 
someth ing other than saying that such 
a person is to be fixed in a class called 
"abnormal people." 

This is one important reason why 
we a re approaching our subj ect as we 
are in th is series of art icles. Some one 
may ver y well ask why we bother with 
the mentall y ill as we consider the 
inner states and needs of the average 
person in church and society. "Those 
people a re insane," the person with 
little knowledge Illay say; "wbat do 
I have to do with them?" 

We are concerned with the mentall y 
ill here because they are people like 
the rest of us. "Ve wa nt to take a 
close look a t the ir inner needs, ten · 
sions, fru stra tions and " twists" o[ 
mind because we will sec in sharper 
outl ine and in en larged (arm the 
needs, tensions, frustrations and 
" twists" o[ mind that mark the lives 
of us a ll. The feel ings, moods and re
actions of those who become mentally 
ill are not wholly strange, exotic 
things that belong properly in some 
distant fore ign lan(l. The states o[ 
niind of the mClllally i ll are deepen
ings, extensions, and twisted develop
ments of the Slates of mind that are 
common to mank ind. He who com es 
LO u nderstand the real nature of many 
c<lses of mental illness, both in their 
present character and in the h istory 
lead ing to them, often says to h im
self in deepest sincerity, "There but 
for the gTace o( Cod amI." 

Parentheticall y it can be stated here 
that it was largely (or the reason de
velo ped above that the writer or these 
articles preached regular senn ons to 
the patients during his ten-year resi
dence as hospital pastor at iI hospital 
for the mentally ill. No effort was 
made to scale the sermons down to 
some lower leve l of understanding. 
Whenever a visiting minister mistak
enl y felt that he had to "talk down" 
to what he thought migh t be the level 
o( understanding of the patients, 
Illany o[ the patien ts would later ex
press the ir resentment at the insult. 
On the other hand not a few paticnts 
cx pressed deep apprec iat ion of the 
approach regula rl y employed in the 
chapel services. This manner o[ ap
proach helped them to regain a meas
ure o[ seJ(-respect - a matter of 
considerable impol'lance in the re
bui ld ing of a broken personality. 

(Contiuued on page 28) 
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maner of fact, he does not direct menDe/ending lhe Faith 
to Christ and the Gospel, but to thei r 
in wa rd renewal and sanctifica tio n, or 
to the gmtia infusa" (vol. If, p . 46). 
"Calvin 's theolog'Y, th erefore, is notCalvinism and Rationalism basica ll y Biblical, but rat ionalistically 

T HE Concordi a I)ublish ing H ouse 
of Sa int Louis, J\'lissollri, is cur

remly publish ing a t ra nslaLion o ( the 
late Francis Piepel"s book on C/n'isl
fiche Dogmatik, or, translated, C/II";s
lioll Dogmatics. There arc to be three 
vo lumes. Two o r the m ha ve a lread y 
appeared. 

"Vilh great force and cO llv iction, Dr. 
Pieper se lS forth orthodox Lutheran 
theology. For Pieper, Lu t heranism is 
Christianity come to ilS own. Non
Lutheran [on1l5 of Protestanti sm arc 
sa id to be defective. And their de
fecti ve characte r is dll C, basically. to 
a r ationali s ti c att i tude toward 
Scripture. 

Theology of Self·Consciollsness 

I>je pcr makes a searching a nal ys is 
o( the " theology o[ sel(-consciollsness," 
that is, the mod er n th eo l ogy of 
Schle iennacher a nd hi s followers. ''In
ventcd [or th e purpose of insuring the 
scientifi c charactci' of theology. this 
theo logy makes its advocates play the 
ro le o f the man who, in order to brace 
his topp ling Ego, takes a tight hold 
o n his Ego. Furthermore, the Ego 
theo logy is a form, the worst form, of 
ido latry - self-deification" (vol. I , p. 
127). 

Uy CORNELIUS VAN TIL 

Calvin ism, to sy nergism, and lies at 
the bottom of the enti re modern 'con
structio n th eo logy ' (Konstruktions
th eo logic)." (vol. II, p. 389) . 

The main objection ra ised against 
Ca lvinism is th<lt of rat ionalism as 
based u pon and proceeding from an 
ego·th eology . " What we object to in 
the Reformcd th eology is this, that in 
all doctrines in which it d iffers (rom 
the Lu theran Church and on wh ich i t 
has constituted itsclf as the R eformed 
Church a longs ide th e Luth e ran 
Church, it d en ies the Scriptural prin
ciple and lets ra tionalistic ax ioms 
rul e" (vol. I , p. J86). 

Calvi n, a Rationalist 

As [or Calv in himself, says Pieper, 
he virtu,llly forsook the reve.li ed will 
oC God . "The d epths oC the Godhead 
a l'C 110t hidden to Calvi n; they al'e so 
dear to him that by them hc cancels 
the reve lation in the Word (th e gratia 
univcrsa lis)" (vol. 11, p. 47). 

CORNELIUS VAN Til is professor of 
Apologetics a t Westminster Seminary, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

motivated" (Idem, p. 276) . 

Calvinis m Virtu,aUy Denies 
the lucarn:'ltion 

In follow ing Ca lvi n, Reformed the
ology " through the usc o ( ra tionalistic 
axioms, fi xes an un br idgea ble gul( 
between itsel( and ge nuine Christia n 
theo logy (vol. IJ, p. 27 1). So, [or 
instance, we are told, Calvini sm holds 
to the purely speculative maxim that 
the finile cannot conta in the inl1nite 
(fi llit1lS non est capax in[mite). In 
virtue of thi s "rationalistic axio m" 
Ca lvin ism vinually dcnies the incar
nation. " .In so fa r as Reformed the
ology, in its efron to di sprove Lu th
eran ChrisLO logy. applies the princi ple 
that the fi nite is not capable of grasp

. ing o( th e infinite, it inevitably denies 
the incarnation o[ the Son or God and 
Christ's vicari ous atonement, and so 
destroys the foundation of th e Ch ris
t ian faith" (vo l. JI , p. 271). In thi s 
way, Reformcd men commit " theo
logical suicide" (vol. II , p. 167). 

Calvinism VirtulIl ly Denies 
til e Gospel 

Again, Calvinism is s;t id to deny 
lhe "Scriptu re doctrine of gratia 1tlli

versalis" because of another "phil o
so ph ical ax iom", namely, " Whatever 
God carnestl y purposes must in eve ry 
case actuall y occur; and since not a ll 
men are actually savcd, we must con
c1udc tha t the Father never did love 

Reformed T heology and 
 
Ego-Tlleology 
 

But what of Reformed theology? 
Does Pieper sharc th e fr equ c ntl y 
stated position that .dl orthodox I-'ro
testa illS ha ve essentially the same vicw 
of Scripture? D ocs he think that all 
" fund amentalists" s h o uld uni te in 
common oppos ition to all "modern
ists", ca lling them back f!"Om thei r 
confidcnce in "cxperience" to belief 
in the \'\/ord of God ? Far from itl 
Pieper is conv inced that orthodox R e
formed th eology is d ee ply tinged with 
the principles of "Ego-theolog'y." Says 
I>ieper: "The d esire to go beyond 
Word and faith, and to wa lk by sight 
a lready in this life, has given rise to 

Calvin's "panicularism" is sa id to 
ha ve its rOOts in h is rationalistic ap
peallO the hidden 'I·i ll of God. "Luther 
lets the \Vord of God, Scr ipwre itse lf, 
tel l him what the I:.'Taciolis \\rill of God 
is, ho w far it extends, and what it 
effects. Calv in Jets th e result (effect liS) 
or the historical ex per ience (experi
entia) determ ine what God's gracious 
will is" (vol. II , p. 48) . "Tru e. also 
Calvin says that we should not seek to 
ex plol'e th e hidden will of God , but 
rely o n Christ and th e Gospel. But 
how ca n Cal vin d irect men to rel y on 
Christ and lhe Gospel since he teaches 
tha t o nl y some o f the hearers of the 
"Vonl have a claim on Chr ist? As a 

the world, tl1a1 Christ ncver did recon
cile th e world, and that the H oly 
Ghost nevcr does p urpose to crea te 
faith in <ill h~arers of the Word. This 
is the chief argument of Calvin in 
the four cha pters of hi s ll1stitutes (ii i, 
21-24) on Predest ination. He dis
poses of the SCI"i ptlire declarations 
wh ich attest uni versal grace with the 
statemcnt, repea ted again and aga in, 
that the resul t nlUst de termine the 
ex tent of th e di vine will of grace" 
(vol. IT, p. 26). 

A Firsl Henction 

vVhat sho uld be our reaction to 
these charges? Should we admit the 
truth of them and all become Luther-
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ans? J ohn Theodore l'vfucller, pro
fessor of Systematic Theo log'y, takes 
essent ially the salliC position as that\ oC Pieper. Spea king of the confessiona l 
Lutheran chu rch, he says: " Its theo l
ogy is that of the H oly Bib le, an d of 
the Bible a lone; its doctrine is lhe 
divi ne truth of C od's W OI"d. T he 
L uth eran Church is therefore the or/h
odox visible Church of Christ Oil 

ellrlli " (Chr ist ian D og ma t ics, St. 
Lou is, 1934). SUI"ely, we wa m to be
long to the vi.sible Church of C hrist. 

Perhaps we have been vcry gener. 
OllS in our atl itud e towa rd OIl! " Bib le
believ ing Christians" . nUl here are 
" Bibl e- b e li ev in g Christians" who 
charge othe r "Bible-bel iev ing Chris
t ia ns" that th ey a rc not tru e to the 
Bible. Shall we th ink of Piepe r, of 
ivruell cr, and o th er Lull ierans, such as 
Enge lder, as be ing ex tre mi s t s and 
drop the matter althal? 

Such, it may be ex pected, will be 
the auiwde of ··Evangelicals". I t is 
Reformed thoolog'y tha t is singled out 
by I)ieper and his p resent-day succes
sors as ])<l rticu larl y ulltrue to Scri p. 
ture. rVloreover, it has pract ica lly be
come an unqucs tio ned a ss umption 
with Evangelica ls that all " Bible-be
lieving Christians" ha ve essentially the 
sallle all iwde toward Scripture. 

But R eformed C hristians cannOl 
;,void considering t he charge o f ra
tionalism aga inst th em. T his is espe
cially true since they th emselves make 
or should make, the sa me SOrt o f 
cla im for Rdormed th eo logy that 
Pieper ma kes for Luthera ni sm . In pre
vio Li s anicl es of th is series, the con
temio n was made that every fo rm of 
non -l{dormed Pro testantism has left
over el ements of rationa lism in it. 
Sure ly we cannot then ignore th is 
counter.charge o r counter-offens ivc. 

]n fact, this colltllcr·offensive shou ld 
be heartil y welcomed . Here are men 
of sound lea rning and pie ty, who 
cla im that the R eformed Churches 
are, because o( the ir ra tional ism, sec
tarian in na ture. True ecu menici ty, 
a rgues Pieper, G m be main ta ined onl y 
by the trul y Lu theran attitudc toward 
Scripture. If 1ll01ny true Chr istia ns are 
fou nd in the Reformed denominations 
th is is "due to ill) incons istency" (vol. 
r, p. 26) . 

We Plead Guilty 

T ak ing the cha rge of ra tionalism 
seriously, we would im mediately plead 
guilty. For rat ionalism, as Pieper uses 
the term, invo lves an unwi llingness 
full y to su bmit our thoughts captive 
to the o bedience of Scripture. And 
who is not guilt)' of this? 

But we plead gui lty too in a more 
~peci(jc sense. We plead guilty to us
mg our m inds, Olll' experience, our 
intellect, as a standard by which to 
judge whelher th e Bible is the Word 
of God. In the last article we cha'-ge<1 
evangclica ls with thus selling up a 
sta ndard that is above the Bible. Bu t 
we have o(ten bee n guilty of th is sin 
ourselves. Ye t Pieper did not point 
10 this easily avai lablc evidence of 
nttionalism in Reform ed theOlogians. 

\,Ve plead guilty, moreover, to in
terpn!ti ng whole areas o f life inde
penden tly of Script ure. We all too 
often usc our intel1eCl as though it 
had a (jeld of its ow n I/ext to the 
Bib le. Owning the authority of Scrip
ture in rel igion \,·e all too fr(:{luelHl y 
own the authority of " reason"' in 
science and ph ilosop hy. But again, 
Pieper di d not po int (his ou t. 

Finall y, we plcad guil ty to cha rge 
of sometim es say ing or assuming that 
the Bible C(II/I/ot m ean this or that. 
We arc often ded ucti vistic in our ex
eges is o( Scr ipture. So in affirming the 
concept of cOlll mon grace, we assume 
tha t thel'c mllst be commonness with. 
out differe nce. Or, in deny ing COIll
mon grace, we argue from the doc
tri ll C; of el ecti on il lld reprobation that 
Cod CM1110i at any time and in any 
sense be propitious to those who are 
ultimate ly lost. 

Now it is d eductivism in exeges is 
that Piepcl- has in mind when he 
speaks of Reformed t hoolog), as being 
rationali sti c. And we plead guil ty to 

the f"equem employment of dedu c
ti vism in exegesis. Yet, we do nOt 
plead g uilt y to t he c h arge made 
against liS. 

\Ve Ar e Innocent 

Pieper's charge is IlOt that individ
ua l Reformed th eologians ha ve been 
rationa li sti c in the ir approa c h to 
Scripture. H is charge is th a t it is of 
the gen ius o f Rcfonn ed th eology as 
such to be ra ti onal isti c. T he system 

of Rc(? nned th eology, he argues in 
effect. IS ra tional ist ica ll y constru cted. 
T h is we deny. 

Pieper has nOt sought to refute th c 
pa instaki ng exeges is of Ca lvin and his 
fo llowers as th ey deal with the doc. 
trines of predestina tion, the two na
tures of Chr ist, and panicularism. Jf 
Calv in and his fo ll owers had been 
moved by ra tionalistic cO l1siderdtions 
in the formulation of these and other 
doctrines they wo uld ha ve tried 10 

sho\\" how such doctrines are " in ac. 
cord with reason", in accord with " Lhe 
experience of freedom ". On the con
trary, Cal vin and h is fo llo wers have 
in terpreted "'the laws of reason" and 
" the experience of freedom" in terms 
of Scripture as the only fina l authority 
fo r man. At th c very beginning of 
Ca lvin 's Inst innes we a re told that 
mall docs not see himself fo r what he 
rea ll y is except he recognizc h imself 
as a crea ture of God. And to recog
ni ze himsel f as a creature o ( God he 
must ow n himse lf to be a sinner be
fore God. f",loreover, Cal vin a rgues 
further on, to "ccognize one's sinful · 
ness, he must have lear ned to know 
himse lf in the light of SCI"ipture, of 
Scripture as understood by the rc
generating an d illuminat ing operation 
of th e Holy Spi r it. 

According to Cal vin, man as inter· 
preteI' of Scr iptu re must fi rst be in
~erprcted by Scriptu re. And Scripture 
IS the Word of Cod. The idea of 
Scripture as the WOI'd o f Cod and the 
idea of Cod as spea king th rough 
Scripture are in volved in one another. 
Scripture te lls LIS that Cod is infinite, 
eterna l and unchangeable in his be
ing, wisd om, power, holiness, justi ce, 
goodness and trut h . Scriptllre tell s us 
that th is Cod can no t d eny himself. 1t 
is this self~con tained , wholly se lf-de
pendent C od who speaks in Scripture. 
It is not rationa li sm to assert thal 
Scr ipture cannot also reveal a Cod 
who does deny himself, a god who 
crea tes man wi th powers equal to 
himself, who crea tes li ttle gods next 
to himselr. For Scripture speaking is 
God speaking. Is God inde terminate? 
Has he no cha,·actel·? 

L u the ra ns and Irratio nalis m 

At this point, Ca lvi n ism an d Lu th
eranism, as set forth in Pieper's work, 
part company. With unqu es ti oned de· 
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Un! ..-herever it 
Picpt=I" \inuaHy ho lds 

lIOd a.0y,,·here. It may 
It.Idt ~t God intends what is never 
~ III'Iplbhed". God " in tends to save 
me "'Qrld through Christ. " Neverthe
less " God's purposc is not accom
plished in a part of mankind" (vol. 
11. p. 27). 

This approach is irra tionalist in 
character. H God 's wi ll o[ decree can 
be resisted, H e is as Luther wo uld say 
"a ridiculous God." The nallll'e of 
his power wou ld be indist inguishable 
from the nature of ma n's cause. The 
distinction between God as original 
or ultimate ca use and man as deriva
tive and dependent cause would bc 
done away. Then Luther 's words arc 
applicable: "But if j know not the 
disti nction between our working and 
the power of God , 1 know not God 
H imse l(" (The B ondage of lite W ill, 
Eng!. u·ansl., Grand Rapids, 1931). 

:Moreover, the irra tionali st doc
trine o( th e human wi ll leads away 
(rom th e Protestant doctrine of Scrip
ture. Roman islll requ ired men to have 
implicit faith in the church. From 
this slavery of men to other men Lu
ther apl>Cilled to Scripture. "What 
say you, Erasmus? ls it not enough 
that you submit your op in ion to the 
Scriptures? Do you submit it to the 
decrees of the church a lso? W hat can 
the ch urch decree, that is not decreed 
in the Scri ptures? If it can , where 
then remai ns the liberty and power of 
judgi ng those who make the decrees?" 
(Idem, p. 22). The very idea of the 
Bible as a final standard of judgment 
becomes meaningless on the ass ump
tion that there is no Cod who con
trols whatsoever comes to pass. Fa ith 
wou ld be blind trust in the g'uesses 
of men th emse l ves surrou nded by 
Chance. 

Lutheran AIJologetics 

We must now inqu ire about the 
na ture of Lutheran Apo logetics as 
Pieper and others think of it. D o we 
not ex pect h im to call upo n men 
simply to beli eve in the Scri ptures 
as the Word of God? H his doctrine 
of Scripture is irrat ionalist in nalll rc, 
how th en can he appeal to reason at 
all ? 

Yet, to " reason" he does appeal. 
"When we cOIll.pare the H oly So·ip. 
tures acco rding to content and st)' IC 
wi th othcr 'Bibles' in the world, e.g., 
with th e Koran, - then a reasonable 
reason can not do otherwise than con· 
clude that the Scriptures must be 
divine and confess that it is more rea
sonable to grant the divinity o( Scr ip
ture than to d.eny it. This is the 
domain oC apo logetics" (vol. J, p. 
310). Again, "Chnst is appealing not 
only to the Scriptures, but also to 
something whidl is known even to 
natural reason - to the omnipotence 
of God" (Idem, p . 311). 

This conception of Apologe ti cs as 
held by Pieper and other Lutherans 
is essentially the same as tha t o[ other 
"evangelicals" or "conservatives". To
gether w ith ot her "conservatives", 
Piepel' appea ls to the "natural man" 
as havi ng within him, as standard by 
wh ich he ca n judge the truth or (al sllY 
of the Scriptu ral claim to ilS own 
author ity. 

Ego-Theology 

T he final qu cs tion now presses itse lf 
upon those who hold to the Re[onned 
Fa ith. The Cal vin ist certainly believes 
in the Scr iptures as sel£~auth enticati ng. 
For beli evi ng this, he is virtuall y 
labeled as irrationalist by the "con
servalives" as represented by Carnell. 
Carnell wa nts "reason to canvass the 
ev idence of a g iven au thority", in · 
cluding that o[ Scripture. Again, the 
Calvinist cena in ly believes that it is 
God, the self-con tained and self-deter· 
m inate God, who speaks in Scripture. 
For bel iev ing th is he is called a ration
a list by the "conservatives" as repre
sented by Pieper . 

How is it possible that the variOll s 
classes or "conservat ives", the more 
rational ist and the more irrational ist 
types agree in a commo n op pos ition to 
the R dol'llled Fa ith? It is because o f 
their common ass umption of man as 
having cenain ultimate powers. Even 
the conservat ive Lutherans, thou g h 
they oppose sy nerg'ism, hold to a view 
of man that is basically si milar to 
that o f Al'llliniani sm. In ass ulning 
man 's "freedom" to resist the counse l 
of Cod, conservatives virtuall y all ow 
that God is confronted with facts over 
wh ich he has no control. This is irra
tiona lism. 

In assuming man's "freedom" to do 
that which is beyo nd the bounds of 
God's plan 0 1' providence, the con
se rva ti ve at the same time virtually 
assumes that God and man are equally 
subj ect to laws o[ logic that operate 
in a Universe envelo ping both. This 
is rationa lism. 

Both irralionali sm and rationalism 
are thus seen to spring from a com
mon sour ce. That so urce is the 
ass umption o( man 's " freedom" or 
ultimacy. It is the human ego, unwill
ing to recogni ze that it is a crea ture 
and a sinner. 

Of course, the conservative is neither 
a rationalist nor an irrationalist at 
heart. As a true Chr istian, he, at heart, 
believes what the R eformed Christian 
believes. And, of co urse, th e R eformed 
Chr istian also harbol'S l'emants of both 
irra tionalism and rat ionalism in his 
attitude toward life. But granting 
th is, it is th e R eform cd system of 
thought, an d therefore the R eform ed 
concept of Scripture which alo n e 
makes a serious e ffort to set forth a 
cons istentl y Chri stian posic ion in the 
world today. 

The Reform31io n 
As this is bdng wri n en, it is R e

forma tion day. Is that a time for for
getting such th ings as have been 
spoken of in thi s art icl e? Apparently, 
our Lutheran brethren do Tl ot th ink 
so. Neither do we. It is, to be sure, 
a time to thank God (or what Luther 
did. It is also a tillle to thank God 
(or \....ha t all "Bible-believi ng Chris· 
tians" arc doing. But those who would 
be tmc to the " PrOtcstant Heritage" 
mllSt continue, ilillong themselves, to 
search for the true princi ple of Pro· 
testamism. A Bible as self-aut henticat
ing, no t subj ect to a standard resting 
in man , a Bible spcilking the word of 
the sel f-contained and sel f-detcrminatc 
God, the C od who ca nnOt deny Him
scI(, tha t is, we believe the true prin
ciple of Protestantism. But the "con
servati vcs" or "evangelica ls" today do 
not, as a rul e, believe in the Bible in 
this way without quali fi cat ion. And 
to the extent that th ey depart [rom 
believ ing in the Bible as the self
authent icating vVord of the self-con
tained Cod, they depart [rom th e 
pr inciple of Protcst:ln t ism. And a true 
Christian apologetic is a (me Protes t
alll apo logetic. 
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A b....eater ha nd icap to adequiltcWhat the Immigrant Needs 
min isterial wotk is the fact thac in SO 

many fields the minister is forced to 
become an immgration officer, an im
migrant sleuth, a socia l worker whoseThe Case for Canada dut ies cannot be defined. The men 

A GREAT, green wave of Dutch 
immigration has hit the province 

of Ontario, splashed over into the 
rolling prair ies of Alberta. and flat
tened out into the barbar ic back
reaches of British Columbia. This 
wave came in 195 1, a nd in 1950, a nd 
in 19'19. and in 1948; each t ime the 
splash was bigger than any preceding 
one. Thousands upon thousa nds arc 
prepar ing to pu t a period behind their 
lives in The Netherlands and to start 
out again w it h a capital C - Ca nada. 
the hind of their dreams, the wide
open fulUre! And SO they break the 
chrysalis of a confining, over-popu· 
lated civilization in order lO strike Ollt, 

(ree and full of hope, across th e 
Atlantic Ocean and into the un
bounded , (ar-horizo ncd virgin lands 
of Canada: the land o[ unbthomable 
promise. 

The authorities say we have seen 
but the va nguard of a h istoric migra
lion. This siphon ing of Aesh and 
blood (rom an overcrowded Ho ll and 
into a sparsely settled Canada will, if 
God pennils. be a perennial phenom
enon; (or the population in HoJland 
is increasing quite in defian ce of death 
and imm igratio n . and Canada is 
insa t iabl e. 

As one travels th rough southern 
Ontario. or southern Manitoba, or up 
in to Alberta from Granum to Neer
landia, or a long the tOrtuous roads be
tween Abbotsford in southern B. C. 
and T errace in northern B. C., he in
ev itably meets Hollanders of every 
religiolls stripe and or every occupa
ti on under the sun. He meets towns
people who have taken to th e woods, 
shoe-makers who have ta ken to the 
agricultural last, tru ckdr ivers who 
have be com e electri cia ns, glu-d eners 
who now repa ir railway tra cks, bar
bers who arc in charge of lumber 
yards. And, what is more, success is 
in t~ci r fa r-visioned eyes. 

By JOHN VRI END 

Denominat ionally the y rUIl t h e 
gamut (rom being fl emonnd, Gel'e
fOl'lneerd, Gerefor'meerd (Art. 3/, K. 
0 .). Oud Gel'eformead, or Menno n
ite. The thing to remember is that 
th ese people eithe r (orm groups of 
their own , as [or instance in Leth
bridge, WeSllock, Telk wa, or T en·ace. 
or they join ex isting groups in various 
stages of development or d ecline. Va
rie ty of purpose, variety of origin, and 
variety of sentiment - in a situation 
where few are really settled - pro
duce an exciting and somewhat per
plexi ng effect. 

The Response of the Ministry 

\Vhat concerns m e in this article is 
how the ministers o( the Christian 
Reformed Church are responding to 
th is situat ion and how. when thcy 
awaken morc full y to the nature and 
scope of the presen t movement, th ey 
ma y improve their respo nse. 

Thc simple truth is that the men 
in the field now ca n not begin to cope 
with the siwation . There is a fearful 
shortage o( men. /I.'lost ministers, if 
they can find th e sheep of their flock 
at a ll , ha ve to travel far toO widely to 
pasture them. The R ev. J. Hanenburg 
who resi des in Edmonton, to ci te an 
example, has a cha rge approx imately 
1000 m iles across. The man should be 
made arch -bishop a t least and given a 
dozen ass istants. This example is ex
treme but even a much smaller cha rge, 
say fifty m iles across, in a more densely 
populated province like Ontar io, is 
too big. 

JOHN VRIEND, son o f Dutch immigra nt 
pa re nt s now living in no r t hwest 
Canada a nd thus acutely aware of 
the life of the churches there, is at 
present a graduate student in the 
Classics Department at the University 
a f Michig a n. 

now in the rleld ha vc faced up to til is 
task with cheerfulness and sel[-d enia l 
but. if the spiritual aspect of immi
grant life is not to be grossly neglected, 
more men will have to enter the field. 

T he R esponse to the " Liberated" 

1 shall d es ignate as "Libera ted" 
those people who since 1944 have 
opcnJ y asserted non-con formity to th e 
decisions pr two Synods (1939-43; 
1943-45) of the Gereformeerde Kerketl. 
Owing to a series of deposi tions and 
withdrawals [rom these churches there 
is now a new denomination, the Cere
furmeerde Kerke'1l (mai nta in ing Art. 
!H. C. 0.). From a h istory' of the 
period under review. it appears that 
the Synod of 1942, by continuing i tself 
in office in excess of the tenu re 
allowed and by add ing to its agenda, 
went beyond its jurisdiction, tha t two 
professors refused to compl y with its 
decisions. that the following Synod 
maintained the position held by its 
pr~ecessor and exacted conformity 
to its doctrinal and church-political 
decisions. that severa l ministers dis
sented, tha t such mini sters were sus
pended or d eposed, that a sentence or 
schism was pronounced against many 
office-bearers in the church and even 
against an ent ire cong'regation (Berg
schenh ock). and that, as a consequence. 
there was an exodus (rom the ex isting 
Cel'efonneerde Kerhell . The grou ncls 
given ror the excl usions were not so 
much theological as church-politi ca l; 
the sin committed was not so much 
heresy as mutiny. 

T he movement had. of course, a 
theologic."11 background - the focus o( 
which was the doctrinal fonnula of 
1905 - and now has a back lash 11.1 
theOlogy. The Libera ted people su-css, 
in th eir views on the Covenant, that 
all ch ildren of be li evers are sanctified 
in Christ and therefore undel' the 
Covenant, and that the promises of 
the Covenant are inseparable (rom the 
requ irements of the Covenant. In 

I. G. J~nS&l"n. D" F" ildijlt" T(Jf:drachl. 
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lheir ,-jews on the Church they sU'ess 
the unit, o[ the true church and insist 
that th~ uni ty must come to instilU
Lional e.xpresslon. In their views on 
Culture. they emphasize that the 
Chri5uan. no maller wha t his occupa
lion may be, must live by the grace oC 
God in Christ and reconquer aU of 
life [or the coming Christ_ 

In general, tlle Liberated do one oC 
{our tlungs when they come to Can
ada. ] hey ei ther join the Protestant 
Reformed Church, or they organize 
dlllrcbes o[ their own, 01' they j Olll ' 

the Christian Reformed Church and 
accept what they find there, or they 
join the Clu'istian Reformed Church 
III the hope 01 helping to improve it. 

Since the en trance o( this last group 
into the Christian Reformed Church 
presen ts a many-faceted problem, it 
seems time, especially wi tn a view to 
the conti nued tlow of immigration, [or 
an unprejudiced discuss io n of some oC 
its aspects. We may not evade our 
difficulties by saying that we do not 
like the spirit of these people or that, 
since they were in trouble across the 
sea, uley are to be viewed with sus
picion'. We may never, it seems to 
me, regard a serious breach in th e 
church as a purely human disagree
ment iss uing from inevitable onesid
edness on both sides o( a debate. 1C we 
should so regard the present schism, 
we wou ld be shunting aside the abso
lute sovereignty of the Word and em
brace a p es til e nt r e lativism from 
whose tentacles few would escape. We 
would be denying the possibility of 
actual obedience to Cod and of actual 
d iso bedience to God in preci se ly that 
orbit o( olll' life - namely, the church 
- where obedience or disobed ience 
has such awesome consequences. 

1n view of these considerations as 
also the fact of th e essential unity o( 
the church, it seems plain that we can 
admit neither th e Liberated nor the 
Synodica l people to our communion 
without a thorough inquiry into their 
attitude ( I) to the three fo rms of 
unity as well as the supplementa ry 
doctrinal deliverances - among which 
are the Conclusions o( Utrecht, 1905 
- which are binding in the Christian 
Reformed Church ; and (2) to each 
other as formerl y opposing g roups 
with in the same church . Admittance 

witho ut sati sfac tio n on these twO 
points will cause, and I believe is 
ca using, a great deal of tension. 

In order that cons istories may per
form their present difficult task wi th 
greater e ffectiveness, there must be 
more DISCUSSION OF THE R.ELE
VANT ISSUES. Cons istory members 
are in the dark abou t things they are 
facing right along but 'cannot settle. 
For instance, one reason why many 
Liberated p eopl e today orga ni ze 
churches of th eil' own is that they 
feel, and have some reason to fee l, that 
the mind of the Christian R C£ormt.>d 
Church is aga inst them. Another rea
so n is that man y Synodical people 
continue to view the Liberated as 
pathological trou blemakers. On the 
other hand, the Liberated themselves 
frequently display an impatie nt ' llli
tude toward the Christian RC£ormcd 
Church and [ai l to enter im o ilS his
toricall y condi t ioned modes of think· 
ing. Therefore, in the in terest o ( 
finding constructi ve outlets fo r the 
tensions now ex isting, the church pre"s 
might profitably concern itself with 
such differences wll.i ch now tend to 
preclude the active communion o( the 
saints and to make consistorial work 
unusually perplex ing. 

Some of the di ffe rences concern the 
nature of the church and therefore in
volve the doctrine of plmiformity; 
some concern the nature of th e Cove· 
nant and the related doctrines of bap
tism and r egenerat ion. St ill other 
qu es tio ns, though necessarily tied in 
with the preceding, are practical and 
concrete: H a man was a sch ismat ic in 
Ethiopia, say, would he by simple 
transfer to New Zealand cease to be a 
schismat ic? Just when is a man duty
hound to leave his church commu
nion? H a man finds the atmosphere 
in one denoniination uncon ge ni a l , 
should he be ad vised to join another 
denomina tion? 

The \Vay 10 Improvement 

First, as intimate d, the existing 
church papers a nd local periodicals 
shou ld more and more face up to the 
iss ues now troubling the minds of our 
constitucncy. They should not avoid 
a subj ect (rom fear o[ crea ting ten
sions when in [an the tensions are al· 
ready there and need to be reli eved. 

Second, in dea ling with th e immi
gra nts the minister in the fi eld should 
know that they have a fairly keen ear 
for good preach ing. Any sermons that 
leave the impression thal the S<1. lvation 
of man is central and ultimate, and 
hence that Cod is man's lackey, are to 
the sensitive immigrant just so man y 
Methodistic Su nday-School homilies. 
In sermonizing the Kingdom of God, 
to wh ich the sa lvation of man is sub· 
servi ent, must be sought first. Let 
mini stcrs exu lt at the theological sen
siti veness o( the people in their care 
and be willing, if necessary. to adjust 
their own thinking. 

Thi rd, relief [rom the man-shortage 
problem ma y corne by initiating and 
implementing plans to suppo rt prom
ising immigrant boys through school. 
The pl'esclll student aid funds are not 
adequate to fill the urgent require
ments now ex is ting. In ca techism 
classes and [rom pulpits th e ca ll 
s!lould go fOl'lh to young men to pre
pare themselves for the ministry of 
the Word. These boys should not have 
to draw too heavily on the meager 
financial resources of their parenlS. 
If we honestl y wish for Canada an in
digenous church li[e, we shall have to 

help train leaders for tha t huge and 
promising field. 

To s ummari ze: W e need fresh, 
large-scale thinking on the subject of 
Canada; we have a right to ask th e 
immigrants to adjust th emselves to 
ouI' ways of thinking and acting only 
insofar as we are willing (Q enter into 
and be inAuenced by thei r ways of 
th inking and acting; this requi res free 
interchange of thought; and finally 
we should be wi lling to place our
selves and all that we have at the dis
posal of J esus Christ who is gathering 
his Church also in Canada. 

"Aga in, how would he have (reed us 
(rom the wrat h o( God, if he had not 
transferred it {rom us to himself? 
Thus "he was wounded for OUI' trans
gressions" (l sa. 53). Thus he had to 
deal with his Fa ther (God) as an 
angry Judge. T his is the foo lishness 
o( the cross, wh ich not only exceeds, 
but swallows up all the wisdom of the 
world" Uohn Calvin on Galat ians 
3: 13, in part). 
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Living Covenantally 

Christianity for the Family 
 

T H E world in wh ich we Jive differs 
mar kedly (rom that known to ou r 

grandparents. 

Today we lake for gra11lcd the 
many conveniences which were un
dreamed of hal[ a century ago. Elec
lriciLy, radio, television, automobiles 
and planes have become standard 
equipment in our modern civ iliza tion . 
And n Ot sa tisfied with enjoying these 
invent ions ourselves, we have through 
our commercial ve ntu res introduced 
them to all the peoples of the earth . 

The Days of Our Yellrs 

This process has radica ll y changed 
the cultural and spir itual cl imate in 
which we and ou r fa mili es are living. 
The tics to the old order of things in 
which o ur parents and grandparents 
lived have been progressively loosened. 
To lise the phrase of Walter Lipp
mann , "the acids o f modern ity" have 
ea ten away at the fabric of hum<ln 
society. Everywhere we witness, if 
only our eyes are open, the gradual 
dissol ution of the fa mily, state, edu ca
tion, religion, and culture as o ur W est
ern world o nce understood them. Life 
no longer mani fests the basic integrity 
and unity wh ich was once character
is tic of it. No t o nly are we wrestling 
with the problem of growing divers ity. 
T his has changed into strident contra
diction in wh ich the various philoso
phies stri ve to dethrone e'lch other in 
the heart of the multitudes. Waves of 
malerialism, secularism, and godless; 
ness al"e engulfing ou r W es tern civili. 
za tion which once upon a time was 
Christial1 at least in name. 

Nowhc'·c has lhi!i radi cal cha nge in 
cultural c1 imatc become marc appar
enl than on the mission fields wh ich 
have received a large share of the 
attent ion and prayers of God's peo ple. 
In his illuminating pamphlet, R et 
Oosten op Drift (The O r ient Adrift) , 
Dr. J. C. Rul lman , an ou tstanding 

By PETER Y. DE JONG 

missionary in Indones ia, sketches for 
LIS the deteriorating results of Western 
civiliza tion on the large masses in the 
Orient. 

This is, however, not fi rst of all a 
problem for the Christians in tradi
tionally heathen lands. T hey have 
simpl y rece ived from us no t on I}' the 
Chri!ilian gospel but also a modern, 
secul arized and therefore anti-Chris
tian approach to life wh ich has woven 
its subtle spell first of all over the tra
ditionall y Christian lands. Our basic 
problem is that we all too often fail to 
understand the ver)' world at our 
doors. Too little do we realize that we 
have a stupendous battle on our 
hands. Livi ng as most of liS do with· 
in the narrow con fines of our local 
churches and communi t ies, we fail to 
come to gr ips with the present world. 
It is more tha n time that we begin to 
understand that the only way of last
ing hope is to be (ound in tak ing the 
offensive consciously, continually, and 
consistently against t hose who are the 
cnemies of Christ and his gospel. 

AU ·t his demands that we aga in take 
stock of ourselves and assess our spirit
ual resourccs. 

Once and aga in we will have to be 
able to give a reasona ble account of 
the ho pe that is in us. We must under
stand who we are, the children of C od 
by sovereign grace. ''''e wi ll have to 
grasp the impl ications of the rule by 
which we live, thc b lessed gospel of 
ou r Lord a nd Savior Jesus Christ. We 
are to commit o urselves unreservedly 
to propagate our faith , not as an abo 
stract theory, but as a vital and prac
tica l message in the light o( wh ich 
alone the major issues of life are '·c
solved. 

This requires o n our pan a true 
covel/ant-consciousness. Our point o f 
departure will necessar ily be the 'VOI·d 
of Cod which p lai nl y teaches that h is 
children are a pecu li ar people in this 

world. And this personal relationshi p 
to Cod must inHuence life around us. 
Besides co n troll i ng OUt individual 
lives, the gospel of sovereign grace 
speaks eloquentl y of the covenant re
la tion which 001' fa mili es sustain to 
the Cod of heaven and earth. 

In this and a succeedi ng article we 
wou ld concern ourselves with some of 
the implications of thi s scriptu ra l 
teaching tha t our fami li es be long to 
the Lord. 

Ch r istiani ly 

A Covenanta l Religion 

Quite in con trast with all other reo 
ligions in the world, Christia nity is 
at heart a covenantal religion. The 
defin ition of this as the spiritual bond 
wh ich un ites us to Cod and comes to 

expression in blessed fellowsh ip with 
him as Ollr Creator and R ed eemer has 
been d elineated in a prev ious article 
ill this series. 

Among the non-Christ ian religions 
we find one of two tendencies. Among 
some of them there is a strong d rift 
towards individualism and an atom
istic "iew of the ind ividual's relation 
to Cod or the gods. This is especia lly 
noticeable in those religions wh ich are 
palpa ble deformations of the Chri s
tia n fai th, such as Christi an Science, 
T heosophy, Spiritualism, and others. 
O n the other hand thc major tradi 
tional fa iths of the world, though not 
entirely ignor ing personal needs and 
hopes, have to a large extent succecded 
in submerging the ind ividual in the 
group. T hus in Confuciani!im thc 
chief rel igious ri te is the veneration of 
the ancestors, by which the fami ly or 
clan un ites itsel f with previous gener
at ions. Likewise H induism with its 
r igid caste system has in its cons istent 
(arms no gospel for the individual. 
Islam today, especia ll y in the Nea l" 
East, Pakistan, and Java, is more a 
nationalistic poli tical movement than 
a dynamic persona l religion. All the 
primitive religions take their r ise in 
the sense of awe occas ioned by the 
myster io us powers evident in th is 
wor ld, and thi s awe reflects itself in 
certa in r ites and ta boos practiced by 
the wholc tribe. 

Only the gospel of J eslls Christ docs 
full justi ce to both the personal and 
social aspects or man's life. Cod him-
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self is a co\'enant God man ifested in 
the eternal unbroken fe llowsh ip 
which the three persons of the Blessed 
Trin ity sustain to each other. 

Man as image-bearer refl ects this 
perfec t relationship whe n in his social 
life he is conscio us of the sp iritua l tie 
which binds him firSt of all to God as 
he has revealed himself in his Word. 
This tie has implica tions [or the whole 
of his life which has been created by 
and is under the reign of God . His 
dUly is to yield himself to the will of 
God in all things, living in depend
ence and obedi ence and loyalty to hi s 
covenant God. Only th is gives abiding 
va lue to his life and assures him of 
the meani ngfuln ess of every ex peri. 
ence which has been woven into the 
fabric of his existence. Thus his com
munion with God as Crea tor and 
Savior manifests itselC nOt only in 
personal godli ness but also in social 
contacts. God is the God o( the social 
order as well as of the individual 
man. And in this social order, o( 
wh ich the famil y is the basic unit, 
the wil l of God is our law and the 
glory of God our goal. 

The Bible 

A Covenantal Book 

That God has embraced in his gra
cious covenant this aspect of the social 
order which we call the fa mily is 
abundantly evid en t from Holy Writ. 
No one can rightly understa nd the 
Bible, unless he reali zes that this book 
has been written (or and given to 
God's people. 

First of ali, in the Old Testament, 
in the light of which alone the teach
ings of the New T estamen t become 
plain , God dea lt very speci fi call y with 
fami li es. The announcement of the 
mother -promise (protevlillgelium) in 
Ge nesis 3: 15 speaks not merely of the 
ind ividual but of the race wh ich has 
succumbed to the ravages of sin. Thus 
it makes liberal use of the word "seed." 
In the first unmistakable use of cove
nant language (Gen. 7: ISL) God ad
d ressed himself not only to Noa h but 
in Noah also to his fam ily. T he gTa
cious and miraculous d eli verance of 
this hero of faith was accompanied 
with God's loving care (or h is wife, 
h is sons and hi s son's wives. ]n the 
fonnal establishment of lhe covenant 

after the deluge, God included in that 
new relationship to h imself not on ly 
Noah but also his seed after him. 

' '''ilh the establ ishment of the cove
nant with Abraham the social 1aspect 
of the covenant becomes increasingly 
clear. The promise of grace is extended 
to the seed of Abraham throughout 
thei.r generat io ns. T hus the ch ildren 
of Israel, as descendants of Abraham, 
were formally recogn ized as the family 
of God at the time of the covenant
revela tion at Mount Sinai. Repeated ly 
:Moses and the prophets all ude to this 
act of God and llnke it the ground fo r 
appea ling to the Israelites to tra in 
their children in the fear and ad moni
tion o( the Lord. 

The same tr uth is abundantl y clear 
from the New Testament. 

God's Gracious Promise 

to the Family 

The argument is often advanced 
that whi le the Old Testament dea lt 
with famili es and nations, the New 
T estament is concerned directly and 
chiefly wi th individuals. However, a 
careful study of the revelant passages 
d e m o ns tra tes t h at i t s secondary 
authors do not recognize as mutuall y 
exclusive and con tradictOry God 's con
cern for the ind ividuals and his d eal
ings with the group. To present the 
problem of ind ividua l-group in this 
[orm is a mean ingless abstraction, 
since nowhere does man appear as 
pure individual in d istinction from 
society. I 

Concretely this im plies that no one 
can live the Christian m e in accord
ance wi th God's will apart from social 
relationships. T he glory of the Chri s-

I . 	 Tile p roblem of ··i"di ~idual-socielY" i. apl>rO"-e l1 ed 
from l he as]>CC1 of ,uarriagc in a .....-cen t symposium 
of Duh;h Cal~iui~ l.;S p rcscnted u"der til e li lle 
lVijsbegccrle CII I~"",,.pr,,cliilr. (P I1 i1os(>J)l1y and 
Ufe ) : 

"U ndCrlleatl1 th., formulation of I)ooycwccrd 
(tl1at is. on ",ari la] problems) Ihere lies a to · 

~i!~ ~~If~~r,~~ ];:;~k:.I~h~~~~a~~~~ I I~cr,~r~~; 
rKORnilion Ihat \l1c indi~idual il an "a"'U"3C· 
lion'· ,,·hid, c: ..moc be found in reali !y. ",hilf: 
we al$O c;o""O! ' l>Cat mea n inxfully aboul " Ihc" 
collltlluni!y in a general war 

T hcre arc ah.·a \·, Ip·ceHic ind"·idu"ls. placed 
by GO<! in a ,·ark-t y of social rciallonshil)$. 

And each aewal c ntrance ;IlIO" new r"lacion
Ih,]> i! all cn rid" ne"'. Each new I' ro,,"lnll" inlO 
snch '\1Iolher )"ela l io"sh; ,) sign; lies Ihcrefore cn
richmen!. 1><."t:all5c the perso""lity i~ "Iwa\·s re' 
ed"ing a I1C"· calling to SCrVe thc Lord In this 
re!a tionl hill and LO laSle Ihc bl<$~"d"c" of being
permi llcd 10 Ih·., according to H is law. 

In Ihis (const rU Cl ion) is pr~nled clearly Ihe 
. lmClure of the ("J,riS!i:!.1I cOl>Cepl of person · 
ality" ( I). Gr.). 

d an gospel is that it an nounces the 
extension of God's $Ovel·eign mercies 
to those who Jive in these relation
sh ips. Thus the fam ily receives its true 
signi ficance when it is a Christian 
(amily, that is, when it is the object of 
divi ne grace and demo nstrates i ts 
power in the lives of the individuals 
who comprise the group. 

Thus t he New T estamen t speaks in 
the same ve in as the Old, when it de
clares the extension of d ivine grace to 
the families of believers. 

God's concern for li ttle ch ildren is 
taught us repeated ly, Some o ( the out
stand ing passages are found in the 
s·os pel accordi ng to :Matlhew. There 
we read that Christ replied to the dlicI 
priests and scribes, " Yea: did ye never 
read, Ollt of the moulh of babes and 
suckl ings thou hast perfected praiser" 
(21: 16) Again he sa id, "Su fTer the 

little children, and forbid them not, to 
come unto me: for to such belongeth 
lhe kingdom of heaven" (19: 14). 
T hereupon he Jaid his hands on them 
and blessed them. Speaki ng of the 
little children he said, "But whoso 
sha ll cause one of these little o nes that 
believe o n me to stumble, it is profit
able for him that grea t millstone 
should be hanged about his neck, and 
that be should be sunk in the depth 
of the sea" (18:6). 

Still clearer from other passages of 
the New Testament is the con nection 
o[ these children to their parents as 
both embraced in God's covenan t 
mercies. Peter plain ly announces in 
his Pen tecost message, "For to you is 
the promise, and to your children, and 
to all that are afar off, even as many 
as the Lord our God shall call un to 
him" (Acts 2:39). V,Ie read repeated ly 
of whole families who together em
braced the Christian religion. Thus 
the fam il ies o( Corneliu s, Lydia, the 

The truth is that nurture o[ the 
ch i 1(It·en is rooted deepl y i 11 the com
mands of the \'\7ol"d of God. Accord
ing to R efol"nled doctrine, baptized 
children are members of the Church. 
They arc children of the covenan t. 
Surely then they shou ld be trea ted as 
such . -	 ] . Gn:sham Machen 
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jailer at Philippi , and Stepha nas, to 
speak of no more, were bapt ized by 
the apostles. 

The gracious promises of the Lord 
arc ex tended to the children of the 
famili es in which only one of the 
parents is a believer. Thus Paul wr ites 
to the Corinthians, "For the un beli ev
ing husband is sanctified in the wife, 
and the unbc-lieving wife is sanctified 
in the brother: else were yo ur children 
unclean ; but now are th ey hol y" 
(I COL 7, 14). 

Covenant Life in tbe Home 

The impli cations of this covenantal 
re lati onship fo r Christian living in the 
home arc referred to repeated ly by the 
writers o f the New T estament. The 
dUly of the Christian husband to love 
his wife for Chr ist's sake is o ften em
phas ized (I Cor. 7: 11 ; Ep h. 5:25; 1 Pel. 
3:7). Likewise, wives are ex horted 
to subject themselves to the·if husbands 
as to the Lord (Eph. 5: 22; 1 Pet. 3: 1) . 
They are to be grave and exemplary 
and fai thful in all things, in order that 
through their conduct the cause o( 
Christ may not fa ll into disrepute 
(I T im. 3: 11 ; Titus 2:4; J Pet. 3: 1). 
Parental d uties arc by no means ig
nored. Fathers are commanded nOt to 
provoke their children to wrath bu t to 
nurtu re them in the fear and admon i. 
tion o f the Lord (Eph. 6:1; Col. 3:2 1) . 
Especially those who bear rule in the 
congregations of the Lord ought to set 
worth y examples to a ll by being able 
to rul e their own house and chi ldren 
well (I TirLl . 3:4, 12). Theexampleof 
Lo is and Eunice who tra ined T imothy 
in the knowled ge o f the ScriplU,·e is 
lauded by Paul (ll Tim. 1:5; 3: 15). 
And those who fa il to provide for their 
families are regarded as worse than 
unbeli evers (1 Tim. 5:8). 

From th is Slimmary it becomes clC'lr 
wh y the Christian Chu rch has admin . 
istered the sign and seal of the Cove
nant of G race to children o f beli evers 
as well as to adul ts who were able [0 

profcss their (aith in the Lord J es us. 
The former as well as the laner were 
rega rded .as belonging to the Lord and 
enjoy ing his favor. P romises ;rc given 
to the chi ldren of beli evers as well as 
to their parents. Thus C od's grace is 
received and enjoyed by Chr istian 
ram il ies in the genera tions. The obli. 
ga tions to serve him in all t hings must 

One Fleeting Day 

The earth lay wan and still, 
 

Tbe niglH had wrapped its sable cloak 
 
Around both val e and hil l. 
 

My Aagg"ing spiri ts, too, were dull a nd 
spent, 

The da y was long, each task seemed 
duty·bent. 

And now, when all eanh 's sounds 
were strangely silent, 

My thoughts reAected on the ebb ing 
day. 

Those hours now garnered in eternity, 
Like wisps of grain, swift-gathered in 

the field, 

\Vo uld they receive the 'laster's 
blessed 'Well done'? 

And would my deeds abid ing frui tage 
yield ? 

Cod gralll that one day from his lips 
divi ne, 

I 'll hear these precious words, '"La, 
thou art mine, 

Behold thy works have followed thee." 

- Elsie D. Kuizema 

be urged upon lhe children by their 
believing pal·cn ts. And although we 
must guard agai ns t the danger of in· 
fe rr ing that di vine grace is passed on 
by the natural process of birth and 
training, we may never obscure the 
{act that the Chr istian home accord
ing to Cod 's testimo ny is the seed·bed 
in wh ich he is pleased to bring true 
fa ith to fruit ion. 

Children of Bel ievers 
a nd the Church 

That God 's gracio us covenant is ex
tended from parents to children has 
not always been clearl y recognized in 
the history of the Christian Church. 

In the apostol ic a nd post·apostolic 
era th is emphasis was relati vely promi. 
nent. Th is need nOt surprise LI S at all. 
Large numbers of the fi rst d isciples 
were J ewish converts to whom the 
covena nt with Abraham was a pre
cious and vi tal I"c.dity. In the light of 

the covenantal emphasis alone can we 
correctly assess man y p assa g es of 
apostol iC teaching. Nor may we fo rget 
the d ose association of church and 
home in those years. Not o nly did the 
early believers often meet in the homes 
of prominent m e m be rs, but upon 
several occasions we rcad of whole 
fami li es who received baptism. In 
man y cases religio n was apparently a 
family affair . Ment ion of SUdl biblical 
instances as Mary the mOlher of J ohn 
Mark, Timothy, and Philemon serve 
to remind us of tli is imponalll truth . 

Basically the same emphasis can be 
fou nd in the apostolic fathers who in 
la rge measure merely reproduced the 
te<l chings of the New T estament. ]n 

several letters they reminded the be· 
li evers of serving the Lord as famili es. 
In Polycarp's epist le wc rcad , "And let 
LI S teach, first of a ll , o urselves to walk 
in the commandmellls of the Lord. 
Next, teach your wives to wa lk in the 
(aith given to them, and in love and 
purity tenderly loving their own hus· 
bands in all truth, and loving all 
others equally in all chastity; and to 
tra in their ch ild ren in the knowledge 
and fear of the Lord" (Ep. . 1V) . 

Historical Pers pecti ves 

After two or three centuries the 
sp iritua l climate within the Christ ian 
Church began to change radicall y. 
Several reasons ma y be adduced for 
this. In spite of scvere persecution, 
la rge numbers of hea then were bap
tized, in consequence of which [he 
spir itua l tenor of lhe congregat ions 
was lowered . Cradually the distinction 
between believers and un believers was 
ob literated, especiall y after Chr istian· 
ily was recogn ilc<1 as the state rel igion. 
In reaction to the incrcasing woldli
ness which came to prevail , many be· 
came ascetics. The asceti c ideal with 
its deprec iation of marri '_ge and all 
natural relationships spread widely 
th m ughout the Church. 

Another significan t cha nge lTlust be 
found in the new emphasis on the 
sacraments as the ch ief means of grace. 
Instead of being regard ed <IS signs and 
seals of divine favor, th ey were pre· 
scmed as chan nels by which grace was 
actually conferred. As a rcsult the re
lat ion of the believer to Cod was con

(Continued 011 page J I) 
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__________________ _ 

Confession of Faith 

Here I Stand! 
(A Series of Lessons on lJW 37 Articles oj The Confession 01 Faith, 

A Reformed Creed usually called 1'/te Belgic Confession.) 

Lesson 13 

Article XV 

Original Sin 

We beli eve that thwugh the dis
obedience of Adam original sin is ex
tended to all mankind; which is a cor

"ruption of the whole nature and a 
h ereditary disease, wherewith even in
fants in their mother's womb arc in
fected, and which produces in man all 
sorts of sin, being in him as a 1"00t 
th ereof, and therefore is so vi le and 
abominable in the sight of God that 
it is suffici ent to condemn a ll mall
kind. Nor is it altogether abol ished or 
wholly eradica ted even by baptism ; 
since sin a lways issues forth (rom th is 
woeful source, as waleI' froll) a [oun
tain; notwithstanding it is not im
puted to the children of God unto 
condemnation, but by His grace and 
mercy is forgiven them. Not that they 
should rest securely in sin, but that a 
se nse of thi s corruption should make 
believers orten to sigh, desiring to be 
delivered from this body of death . 

vVherefore we reject the error of the 
Peiagians, who assert that sin pro
ceeds only from imitation_ 

Scripture References : 

Romans 5:12, 19 (The guilt of Adam's 
fir st sin is imputed to all men). 

Romans 3:10-12 (The universality of 
sin). 

Acts 17: 26 (All men are children of 
Adam since all are made "of one 
blood"; the organic unity o£ the 
human race). 

Romans 7: 18 ; 8:7 (Original sin is a 
"corruption of th e whole nature"). 

James 1: 14, 15 (Original sin is the 
source of actual transgress ions) . 

John 3:6 (Natural genera tion results 
in the birth of a sinful human 
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nature; reg'eneration, or the new 
birth, produces a new nature). 

Roma ns 7:23, 24 (Against the Ch ris
tian's will sin remains throughout 
this life, proceeding from the old 
nature) . 

Psalm 34: 16 (God hates sin, and will 
punish men [or it). 

Psalm 65: 3 (God forgives his children 
their sins). 

Questions: 

L 	 Why does the Belgic Confession 
devote an entire article to the sub
ject of original sin ? 

Beca use it is one of the most 
basic of biblical ideas, and there
[are i t is very imponalll that we 
understand it as clearly as pos
sible . Actually it is this doctr ine 
which indicates man' s real need 
for the Gospel of redemption 
through JeSllS Christ. T he late 
Dr. Walter Maier of Lutheran 
Hour fame once said that be
cause we no longer see th e prob
lem of ma n's sin in the light of 
his original sin the Gospel has 
lost its pertinence and power for 
thi s generation. This statement 
is not too strong! W e hope that 
the crucial importance of the 
doctrine o f origina l sin will be
come plain to all of LIS as wc' 
attempt to explain this fifteenth 
article. 

2. 	 What is the cenU'a! idea of this 
a rticle? 

T he central idea is that beca use 
Adam was our represelHative 
h ead in the Covenant of Works 
his Call plunged all mankind in
to sin , which sin is "so vile and 
abomi nable in the sight of God 
(hat it is sufficient to condemn 
all mankind." 

By JOHN H. PIERSMA 

3. 	 What is meant in this article by 
" the disobedience of Adam?" 

This refers to Adam's fi rs t sin in 
Paradise, the eating of the fruit 
of the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil. Only that si n is 
imputed or reckoned to the 
whole human race 00 account of 
the Covenant of Works. T he 
rest of Adam's sins were com
mitted by him simply as an incli
vidual, since by his fi rst si n he 
had lost his position as head or 
representative of the human 
race. T hat is wh y we need so 
desperately our Lord J es lls 
Christ, lhe "second Adam," who 
can so represent us that by his 
redeeming work we can be saved 
from our sins. 

4. 	 Are there allY who object to the 
teach ing that all men are sinners 
by nature beca use of Adam's one 
tTansgression ? 

Yes. The art icle mentions at its 
close that "we reject the eHor 
of (he Pclagians, who assert that 
sin proceeds only from imita
tion." 1n addition to this objec
(ion we have those who say th a t 
God will not condemn anyone 
because of Adam's sin . These 
assert that men a re lost only if 
they reject th e salvation offered 
in Christ J esus. 

5. 	 Has Pelagian ism very many ad
herents today? 

Pelagianism has millions of ad
herents today, and we ought to 
be on our guard <lgainst them. 
RO!1lan Catholicism is largely 
Pe lagian . I n addi tion, all those 
who stress that men arc born 
innocent, and that sin is only 
the resul t oC th ose who lead tiS 

astray by thei r evil example are 
following out this heresy. In our 

Torch and Trumpet, February-March, J952 

L~----------------------------________ 



day this theory lies at the bot
tom of much effort toward socia l 
relorm (slum clearance, equali
zation of wealth, social securi ty, 
e lc.). CeHa inly lhe Christian 
heanil y endorses considera tion 
for the poor and the down-trod
den, but he will never leave the 
impress ion that merely to pro· 
vide Illen with an impro ved 
environment will prevent him 
from Riving express ion to h is 
sinful nature! Men are in need 
of the Gospel fi rst of all, and 
any "l·cConn" not based upon 
Christ and h1s regenerating g'race 
will not long cndurc. This ought 
to stimulate us to renewed zea l 
[or a trul y R eformed, Christian 
missio nal'y activity. 

6. 	 Wh y is this doctrine denied by so 
man y who claim to be Christians? 

Very likely because this doctrine 
is so humiliating [or the sinner. 
It makes im possible any kind of 
salvation through Ollr own effort. 
Or iginal sin means that salva
tion must be a free gift o( God's 
grace, or else we perish in o ur 
si ns. 

7. 	 Will you sugges t an answer for 
those who object to the biblical 
teach ing that Adam, as the repn:
sen tative head of all mank.jnd, 
brouglll sin and suffering upon all 
of us? 

The best answer 1 have read to 
this q uestion is o ffered by the 
Rev. J. C. Vos in h is ex position 
of the Westminstcr Larger Cate
chism (Bille Ban ner Fait h and 
Lile, nos. 4-6, p. 48): " Whether 
we like it or not, the Bible 
teaches t hat Cod deals with 
humanity on the basis o[ the 
pr inciple of representation , both 
in the Covenant of \o\'orks and 
the Covenant of Grace_ The 
pr inciple of representation func
tions constantl y in ordinary 
human life and no one objects 
to it. The United States Con
gress declares war, and the life 
of every individual in the cou n
try is affected by it. Parents de
cide where they will live, and 
the natio nality o [ their children 
is determined by it. H it be 
objected that the people elect 
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their representa ti ves in Congress, 
whcrcas we did not choose Adam 
to be our representati ve, the 
answer is: (a) The decisions of 
lawful represe ntati ves are bind
ing whether those represented 
chose the representa tives or not. 
The acts of Congress affect mil
lions of people who arc too 
you ng to votc. A ch ild does not 
choose its own parents, yet its 
We is largely affected by their 
acti ons and d ecisions. (b) J t is 
truc that we did not choose 
Adam to be our represemative, 
but God chose him; and who 
could make a wiser, better or 
m o r e ri g ht co li S appoi ntment 
than God? To object to Cod's 
appo in tmcnt of Adam as Ollr 
representative in the Covenant 
of Works is not o nl y to d eny the 
sovereignty o[ C od, but also to 
set ourselves up as wiser and 
mo re righteous than Cod." 

Wh:ll is the extent of our sinful
ness as a resu [t of the fa ll? 

Our Confess ion states that by 
virtue of origi na l si n the "whole 
nature" is corrupt. It states also 
that this original sin fun ctions 
like a " hereditary di sease, when"_ 
with e ve n infant s i n t h e ir 
mother's womb are infected ," 
This teach ing is usually called 
" tota l depravity." 

What is the effect o[ this or iginal 
sin in the lives of n:ten? 

Original sin is a mot, ali t of 
which p roceeds the corrupt fru it 
o f sin . "Sin al ways issucs forth 
[rom this woeful sou rce_" T o 
read a descrip tion of the sorts of 
vile and abominable sin which 
men practice a nd delight in be
cause of the corruption o[ their 
nature turn to R omans 1: 18·32. 

10. Does total corru ption o[ nature 
mean that the unbeliever can in 
no sense do anything good ? 

By Cod's common grace, sin ful 
men are preventcd from doing 
al! that they might do co nsistent 
wi th the mo t o f sin with in them, 
and within the civil or human 
sphere do things which arc con
sidered noble, heroi c, seJ(·sacri

ficing. Th e R e form ed faith 
historically has often taken the 
position that even this "outward 
good" is to be attr ibuted to Cod, 
whose common grace makes it 
possible, for the bencfi t o f H is 
ch ildren. Of course, th is good 
never procceds from the right 
motive, namely to love, serve, 
and please Cod . 

11. We hear much about the ev ils of 
"Iiberalism" and " modernism"; 
what is the aui tude of this type of 
tiH.. 	"Ology over aga inst such things 
as are ta ught hCI'c in connection 
with original sin? 

T he modernist deni es cvery
thing taught in th is art icle. For 
example: (:I) l\'lodern "liberal
ism" teaches th i'l l men are chil
dren o[ Cod by nature, and 
therefore need only to real ize 
that fact to come into blessed 
communion with C od . O ver 
aga inst that we believe that all 
men are "conceived and born in 
sin" (Psa lm 51), and arc there
(are enemies of Cod by nature. 
(b) Tbe mod ernist d es pises all 
talk of C od's wrath upon sin, 
choosing deliberate ly to reject 
a ll biblica l leach ing with respect 
to the just ice o[ God , prefering 
to speak onl y of His lovc. (c) 
"Modernism·' fo llows the Pela
gian idea that all men are born 
in innocencc. (d) " Modernism" 
speaks of sin as something typi
call y human and socia l, rather 
than as personal guilt before 
Cod which d eserves divine pun
ishment. 

12. Does the Chr istian have trouble 
in this li(e with S ill even B(ter he 
is regenerated ? 

The Con (ession here em phasizes 
this truth , thus mi li tating against 
all those who claim that some
how the present-day Chr istia;, 
can say that he is here and now 
(ree from all si n . Becallse of re
generation it is no longer true 
(hat the sinner persistently d e
lights in sin, but it is a lso pain
full y true tha t he is compelled 
d aily to plead for mercy that his 
sins may be forgiven. 
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13. But isn't this a good excuse for 
our practise of si n, especially those 
"character sins" which so easil y 
beset us? 

Nothi ng is a good excuse for any 
of ou r sins, since we are all 
gu ilty in Adam, whom God 
created good and after his own 
image. An yone that sins deliber· 
a tely, excusing himself by saying 
(hat he couldn' t resist it or that 
" he is just built that way" is de· 
ceiving himself, and not act ing 
as a true child of God. So this 
articl e declares that we ma y not 
"rest securely in sin, but that a 
sense of th is corruption shou ld 
make believers often to sigh, de· 
siring to be delivered from this 
bod y of d eath." In thi s connec
tion read R omans 7. 

14. What is the real importance of this 
teaching? 

The rcal imp ort a n ce o f t h e 
biblical ex planation of the doc· 
trine of original sin is that i t 
offers ti S God 's own instruction 
as to the poss ibi lity o( being 
saved by his Son, J esus Christ. 
The pattern is th is : By one man 
sin entered the world, because 
all men were comprehended in 
Adam. Therefore, by one mall, 
our Lord J esus Chr ist, the more 
abounding grace of God comes 
to all the elect. Re presenta ti ve 
sa lvatio n is poss ib le because of 
the fact that God so constructed 
the human race that i t is poss i· 
ble for olle to be the "root" out 
of wh ich many brethren may 
come fo rth unto eternal life. 
Whoever objects to this tru th 
must a lso reject the tru t h that 
the second Adam can bring us 
salvation. 

Lesson 14 

Article XVI 

Eternal E lection 

W e believe that, all the posterity of 
Adam being thus f:all en in to perdition 
and ruin by the sin of o ur first par· 
ents, God then did manifest Himse lf 
such as He is; that is to say, merciful 
and JUSt ; mercif ul, since H e d el ivers 
and preserves from this perditio n all 
whom H e in His etern al and UIl · 

changeable counsel of mere goodness 
has elected in Christ Jesus our Lord, 
without an y respect to their works; 
just, in leaving others in the fall and 
perdi tion wherein they have involved 
themselves . 

Scripture References: 

Ephesians 2:4, 5; Deuteronomy 4:31 
(God is merci ful ). 

II Timo thy 4:8; R evelat ion 16: 5·7 
(God is just) . 

Ephesia ns 1:3,4 (God is the author 
of predestinat ion). 

Romans 8 :29 (Men are the objects of 
election ) . 

I 	 T imoth y 5:21 (Angels are the ob· 
jects of election.) 

II 	 T hessalonians 2: 13; Roman's 11 :5 
(Elect iOl). is u nto salvat ion). 

Romans 9: 13f.; 11 :7; I Peter 2:8 
(Reprobation is unto damnat ion) . 

Questions: 

L 	 What is the subj ect matter of this 
sixteenth article of our Belgic Con· 
fess ion? 

T he doctdne of predest ination 
is sta ted in this article. Pre
destination is God's eterna l and 
unchangeable decree with reo 
spect to the destiny of men and 
of angels. It is d ivided into twO 
parts, the election unto salva· 
tion of all who are in Christ and 
the rep robation unto eternal 
punishment o( all those left in 
"the {all a nd perdition wherein 
they have involved themselves." 

2. 	 What does the Bible say about the 
tru th of di vine pred estination? 

The Scri p tures teach that the 
eternal des tiny of men is decided 
accord ing to God's decree. God 
has made everything for his own 
purpose, including the wicked 
for the day of ev il (Prov. 16:4). 
God declares to R ebecca, befo re 
the children were born that the 
elder should serve the younger, 
for Jacob has he loved bu t Esau 
has he ha. ted (R om. 9: 10· 13). 
R omans 9·1 1 makes reference to 
l")haraoh ove r ,vhom God exer
cises his d ivine right to harden 
whom He wills, to the elect 
I saac and the repro bate Ishmael, 

and above a ll to those famous 
twins, Jacob and Esau. God 's 
Word speaks of " the book of 
life" in which the names o [ the 
elect are written (R ev. 21:27). 
As many as are ordained u nto 
eternal life bel ieve (Acts 13:48). 
The Scripture speaks repeated ly 
concerning the doctri ne of pre
destination. 

3. 	 Isn' t th is one of the most often 
repudiated biblical doctrines? 

Most certainly. Fact is that all 
non-Reformed individuals re
pudiate this very important doc
trine, plain as the Sa-ip tures ale 
in teaclling it. 1t requires real 
courage to stand for this truth 
in today's world. 

4. 	 By whom and how is tllis doctrine 
denied ? 

(a) The Anninian teaches that 
God's elect ion is based upon 
foreseen faith . God knew who 
wou ld believe, a nd therefore he 
elected them. Thus in reality 
there is no longer a signi ficant 
electi ng choice on God's par t. 
Fact is that God chose us not 
because we bel ieve, bu t in ordef' 
t hai we might believe. 

(b) Some deny tha t God elects 
cer tain individuals personally, 
and teach tha t election has to do 
merely with the group. T his is, 
of course, an impossible teach· 
ing, since how can we conceive
o[ a group of individuals apart 
from the identity of the indio 
vidua ls? O ver aga inst this the 
Scrip tures say: "Jacob ha ve 1 
loved. " 

(c) Those who believe in a uni
versal atonement, that . is, the 
unbibli cal doctrine that Chri st 
actually died for the si ns of all 
men, and now it is up to the in
dividual to take ad vantage of it, 
fi nd it necessary, of COLlrse, to 
alter the doctri ne of predesti na
tion accordingly. This is a very 
commo n error in OLlr day. 

(d ) JV/ oder ll " neo ·orthod ox", 
dialectical theOlogy, re presen ted 
by such famous thinkers as Ka rl 
Barth, Emil Brunner , R einhold 
Niebuhr and o thers, uses the 
terminology of the Scriptures 
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free ly at th is point. However, 
the biblical idea of predestina
natioh as something finished and 
settl ed even from eternity is re
jected in favor of the idea that 
"a ll a re in the process o( becom
coming elect; election is a way, 
a way in which al1 men can and 
will wa lk upon as it leads up-
ward in Christ" (C. VanTil, 
The New Modernism, p. 280). 
Thus there are not two groups 
of men, the elect and the repro
ba te, but all men are reprobate, 
and all men will become elect 
in Christ. This, of course, elimi
nates the b iblical idea of pre
destination entirely. 

5. 	 What is the necessary "point-of
view" adopted by this article? 

It is expressed in the opening 
words: "We believe that, all the 
posterity of Adam being thus 
fallen into perdition and ruin 
by the sin of our first parents 

" This same basic assump
t ion is expressed in the Canons 
of Dort, fi rst head of doctrine, 
article I: "As all men have 
sinned in Adam, li e under the 
curse, and are deserving of eter
nal d ea th , God would have 
done no injustice by leav ing 
them all to perish and deliver
ing them over to condemnation 
on account of si n . .." It is very 
easy to see that this start ing
point muSt be adopted if we are 
to think correctly on this maller. 
If we a b a ndon t hi s starting
point we shall, of course, find 
ourselves constantly perplexed, 
to put it mildly, a t the thought 
of God's fi nal, unchangeable. 
e ternal predes tinating decrees. 

6. 	 In the case of div ine election is 
eternal life the only thing to which 
men are elected ? 

No. but as the ' '''estminster 
Larger Catechism, quest ion 13, 
explains: "God, by an e ternal 
and immutab le decree. . hath 
chosen some men to e ternal life. 
and the means thereof .. 
(itali cs mine, 1- H. P.). The 
elect have also been chosen to 
rece ive the means of obtain ing 
eterna l life. T hus it is [a re
orda ined that a certain person 

will hear the · preaching of the 
Gospel. repent, believe on J esus 
Christ as His persona l Savior, 
elC. So also the Canons of Dort 
say: "The elect in due time. 
though in various degrees and in 
different measures, attain the 
assura nce or this their eterna l 
and unchangeable election, not 
by inquisi tively prying into the 
secret and deep th ings of God, 
but by o bserving in themselves 
with a spiritual joy and holy 
pleasure the infallible (ruits of 
ejection pointed out in the 
Word of Cod - such as, a true 
fai th in Christ, filial fear, a godly 
sorrow for sin, a hungering and 
t hirs t ing after righteousness, 
etc." 

7. 	 I n the case of those whom God 
has ··passed by", is there a reason 
why they have nOt been chosen to 
eternal life? 

To us the reasons why some arc 
"passed by" arc not give n by the. 
Scriptures. The ground of God's 
decree o( reprobation is a lways 
presented as I-l is sovereignty, 
that is. God's supreme authority. 
not the character or works or 
life of the persons invo lved. The 
Belgic Confession uses the term 
··of mere goodness" to indicate 
that the elect are eJecI for no 
such reasons as superior endow
me nts. nobler character, etc. So 
also the reprobate are not repro· 
bate because they ldck certain 
q ualifi ca tions but beca use God 
in H is sovereign authority has 
so decreed. This does not mean 
that God is arb iLrary or caprici
OliS in His decree of reproba
tion. On the contrary, He re
veals His justice precisely in 
this d ecree! 

8. 	 Why are the reproba te orda ined 
to e ternal condemnation, and not, 
say, an nihilated by God? 

They are ordained to everlast
ing punishment because of their 
sins. The Confess ion righ tfully 
states that God leaves the re pro
ba te in their fa ll and perdition 
"wherein they have involved 
themselves," Men are not pun
ished because Cod passed thelll 
by. but they are pu nished be

cause God's justice requires that 
the sinner sha ll be re wa rded 
according to his sin. In hell 
they will recogni ze and acknowl
edge that God has dea lt with 
them accordi ng to strictest j us
tice. And that is why annih ila
tion is impossible. Sin ca lls (or 
vindica tio n of God's just ice, 
which would be imposs ible if 
men were merel y oblitera ted by 
God as sinners. This idea that 
God will not punish the Ull

believer with everlasting punish
ment has been po pu larized in 
our day by the J ehovah's Wit
nesses sect, and has proven, of 
course, to be a very attractive 
featur e o f their heretica l 
religion. 

9, 	 What abo ut that oft -raised objec· 
tion : " If I'm elect J'II go to heaven 
and if not, what can J do about 
itl " 

This betrays a complete misun
derstanding of the doctrine of 
election . Those who arc elect 
wi ll believe ,lIld will become 
Christians, because that too is 
invo lved in the decree of elec
tion. If an individual ser iously 
practises such an au ilUde it is a 
certa in indication that he is not 
a child of God. We ought to be 
very careful here, because it is 
so easy fo r sinners to make them
selves believe that they are not 
obl igated to serve God since 
th ey can do nothi ng apart from 
h is grace anyway. I do not be
lieve, u nder ordinary circum
stances. that t his position t..'l n be 
held with sincerity! 

10. Wou ld n't it be better to avoid 
meOlion of the doctrine of pre
dest ination since Illen so often 
misuse i t? 

All doctrines ca ll be misused. 
We must take care Ilo t to be 
wiser than God, who makes frank 
mention of the d octrine repeal~ 
edly in hi s "" ord. Not only is it 
mentioned and eX lxmnded in 
the Bible, but it is a lso used as 
something \yhi ch ought to be a 
source of comfort to the believer. 
T ha t the u nbel iever finds no 
joy in this truth is not hard to 
understand. Actually he finds no 
comfort in any truth of Scrip-
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ture. To the believer, there
fore. it is of great usefulness for 
his . encouragement and assur
ance to know that God's un
changeable decree rests beneach 
his salvation in Christ. Le t us 
use this doctrine aright, not as 
an excuse fo r an anempt to dis
cover the hidden will of God,. 
put as a basis for all our service 
as Christians. 

11. Mention t wo ways in which this 
doctrine is abused. 

Indifference and false passivity 
are two ways in which this doc
trine is often abused. T he in
difference ass ume the attitude of 
"wha t do 1 care about some· 
thing which is altogether in the 
hands of God." They thus wrest 
this truth untO their destructio n. 
The inactive are fatalist in their 
attitude. They are · so preoccu
pied with their inability that they 
practise a kind of passivity which 
appears very pious. Actually 
they are in complete misunder
standing of the d oc tri n e of 
God's predestination. When God 
speaks to us of his Son, it iii 
not for us to speculate as to 
whether he has chosen us to eter· 
nal life, but rather to obey his 
Word in whidl he calls us LO 

believe. to repe nt, to live the 
life of sancti fica tion, etc. 

12. But isn 't there a special d ifficulty 
invol ved in this doctri ne? 

Yes, there is the difficulty of 
harmonizing God's election with 
man's free agency as a respon
sible crea ture. Please noti ce that 
the Confession merely states the 
doctr ine of predesti nation with
out attempting to solve th is 
problem. Fact is, th at the Bible 
teaches both: God's sovereign 
e l ect ion and man's responsi
bil ity, and we do well to accept 
in faith i ts teaching, regardless 
of its difficul ty. 

13. How must we use this truth? 

(a) W e ought first of a ll to h eed 
the apostle's admonition " to 
make our calling and election 
sure" (II Peter I: I0) . This is 
to be done by walking in the 
way of God's will as revea led in 
the Scriptm es. 

(b) ·We ought to , b e impressed 
with our responsibil i ty to a Sov
ere ign God. J£ God is sovereign, 
surel y we_ must serve him obed
iently and zea lously. "~ork out 
yO Ul" own salvation with fear 
af! d trembling, for God worketh 
in you both to will and to work 
according to his good pleasure" 
(Ph;! . 2: 12b,13) . 

(c) We ought to bend every 
effort to g lorify God. Through 
election a nd reprobation God is 
seen as he is: merciful and juSl. 
He must be adored, since he 
a lo ne is worthy of adoration. 
"H e that glorieth, let him glory 
in the Lord. " God has elected 
us, not because we are worthy, 
bu t to show his praises before 
tnen. 

"Out of the Heart" 
 
(Continued [TOm page 3) 
 

of hobby, as something with which we 
 
ca n lOY around. The popularity 0 1 
 

certain "devot ional classics" might be 
 
an indicat ion of a kind of piety which 
 
is "a lot of fun" for people with a 
 
certain bent of mind. 

A second step toward a healthy 
piety would be the rededication of 
o urselves to the Lord a nd to those 
{"ho with us are one in Him. "J( th ere 
is therefore any ex hortatio n in Christ, 
if any consolation of love, if any fel
lowship of the Spiri t, if any tender 
mercies and compassions, make full 
my joy, that ye be of the same mind, 
having the same love, being of one 
accord , of one mind; doing nothing 
through faction or through vainglory, 
but in lowli ness of m ind each count
ing other better than himself; not 
look ing each of you to h is own things, 
but each of you also to the things of 
o thers." (Phi lippians 2: 1-4) 

Serve the Lord! 

A th ird step might well be the res
toration of no ne less than the Lord 
himself as th e one whom we serve. 

Chmch politi cs is a lways a bad 
game a t wh ich to play. Not infre
quently rumb lings are heard that our 
"common people" feel quite disgusted 
with the way in which church offices 
are ga ined, cenain fri ends are "taken 
care a £' '' and persona l animosities are 
a llowed to determine one's stand on 

" 
 "True pie ty consists rather in a 
pure and true zeal which loves God 
alt.ogether as Father, and reveres him 
tru ly as Lord, embraces h is justice 
apd dreads to offend him more' than 
to die." (John Calvin in Instruction in 
Faith 1537) 
-+--+---+---+----+- -+- -+--+- •• 

chu rch issues. The result of this is 
that personal vindi cation often seems 
more important tha n the welfa re of 
the cause of God. 

To be active in the affairs of the 
church is every m ember's duty. But 
when our own cause is the primary 
cons iderati on;__when our members hi p 
in ru ling bodies and boards, our per
sona l in fluence recognized or unrec
ogniZ(.'d becomes a serious . matter for 
us, then we may well wonder if we 
arc rea Il y trying as godly men to seek 
fi rst the Kingdom of God, or i[ we arc 
seeking fi rst ourselves, using the King. 

. dam for persona l self-expression . 

True piety seeks the glory of God ! 

Only when we from the heart con· 
centrate a ll our activity upon Him, 
wi ll we avoid the ev ils of a merely ex
ternal, ou tward piety. Only then will 
we be able to enjoy Ollr Covenant 
God forever. 

"What is Mental Illness" 
(Continued [mm page 15) 

T he Abnormal Ones 

It was sta ted above that the c1 ear
cut distin ction between abna:rma l peo
ple a nd normal ones d oes hold in a 
limited sense in the field of mental 
disturbances. It can be gratefully 
stated that the class of ab normal peo
ple in the fi eld of mental disturbance 
is rea lly quite small . 

I n order to ind icate this cl ass of the 
abnormal ones we must make a dis
tinction which is famili ar to everyone 
having even an elementary knowledge 
of mental troubles. vVe must make a 
distinction between those who are 
mentally ill and those who are men
tally deficient. In the second class, the 
Class of the men tally deficient or defec
tive, we deal with people who su ffer 
from a lack of something, not from 
the sickness of that which they have. 
Such cases of mental deficiency are re
ferred to by the word amentia (lack 
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of mentality) . Cases of mental illness 
a re in ge nera l covered by the term 
demen tia (decline of mentality), a 
term not wholly sa tisfactory. because 
in many cases of mental illness there 
is actuall y no impairment of the men
tal function. W e hope to show later 
on that the popular approach to 

mel1lal illness that concerns itse lf too 
largely with the purely mental aspect 
of the personality is a faulty approach. 

People afflicted with amentia have 
been classified as idiots, im beci les, 
morons and moral defectives. The 
idiot has a mental age of zero to two 
yea rs. No matter how ma ny yea rs he 
may actually spend on earth, his m ind 
will never develop beyo nd the men
tal grasp and power o f a two yea r old 
ch ild. The idiot cannot take care of 
his persona l necds and cannot guard 
himself against commo n physic.'!.1 dan
gcrs - sLlch as thc normal tndnc haz
ards met in crossing a strcel. 

The imbeci le is described as ha ving 
a mental age of three to sevcn years. 
H e is not an idiot, yet he is incapable 
of managing himscH or his affa irs, and 
as a child he canno t be taught to d o 
so. 

The moron (ca lled feeble-m inded 
in C reat Brita in) is rated as having a 
mental age of seven to twel ve years. 
He needs a measu re of proteCl ion and 
control for his own sake and for the 
sake oC socie ty. He can perform ·cer
tain simple tasks of a routine nature, 
but he is unabl e to derive benefit 
from_the usua l instruction in regular 
schools. 

A moral defective is llsually .\ 
moron with strong criminal tenden
cies. Many of these get their names 
on the lists of cr imina ls. Ma ny wom
en of thi s type become prostitutes. 
A superintendent of a large institu
tion for the fee ble-minded once told 
th e writer that nOt a few of hi s female 
cha rges had had careers as gangsters' 
"molls". (In the United States the 
terlll feeble-m i1lded is commonl y used 
to refer to all cases of amentia and 
does not have the speci fic meaning 
that it has in Great Britain.) 

Deficiency or Retardation? 
An import a n t question presents 

itself in certa in instances of mental 
deficiency in children. A child may 
seem to be a case of memal deficiency 
when actually he is not. The slowing 

down of the mental processes may be 
due to some very different cause. The 
child may have suffered some ex
tremely ser iOliS and prolonged emo
ti onal h urt. He may have been caught 
in th e cross- fi n! of prolonged strain 
and final break between h is paren ts. 
Man y instances of apparent memal 
deficiency (except those falling plainly 
in the idio t class) d eserve ca reful 
examination to d etenninc whether 
the case is a true instance of mental 
deficiency or of re tardation due to 
serious emotional injury. 

The menta ll y deficient person is not 
primari ly our concern in these articles_ 
That is not bccause work. with them is 
unimponant. Pastoral psychia try docs 
not properly concern itsel f with stich 
ll1aUers. \'Ve have referred to mental 
deficiency in partial detail in ord er 
tha t a clearer picture of the who le 
a rert of personali ty disorders may be 
ga ined. 

Defining the "Normal", Healthy 
P.erson a lit y 

Qur main concern, then, is with 
mental illness, not with mental defici
ency. But how shall we define mental 
illness or menta l hea lth? What is the 
so-ca ll ed "normal person"? The so
ca lled ·'abnonnal person"? 

We m ig·h t describe the mentally ill 
person as one who enters a hospita l 
for th e men tally ill and a mentall y 
heallhy perso n as one who does not 
enter such a hospita l. H owever, sllch 
a "definition " would mean very li ttle. 
It tell s us nothing about the real char
acter o r mental illness or health. Also, 
the notion that mental illness is li m
ited to those who become patients in 
hospi tals for the mentall y ill is plainly 
false. Man y people outside such hos
pitals are living lives that are inward
ly storm y and insecure. With im
proved and e nli g ille n ed auiwdes 
toward mental di sturbances becoming 
more genera l it can be accurately 
repor ted that man y people avoid the 
inconveniences of hospita li za tion be
cause they have sought proper help 
at an ea rl y stage of the disturba nce. 
And let us remember. the distinction 
between the menta ll y ill and the men
tall y hea lthy is ve,·y often not a matter 
of kind so m uch as a matter of d egree. 

Another method of describing the 
mentall y ill person is the social one. 

The follow ing definition is taken Crom 
a small book. entitled Modem society 
and melltal disease by La ndis and 
Page. I n gelling at the nature oC men
ta l i ll ness these men spea k of the " nor
lIlal" perso n in the follow ing terms. 
·-The normal individual is one whose 
desires, emotions, and interesLS arc 
compat ible with th e social sta ndards 
and press ures o( his grou p. Thne is 
an abse nce of any prolonged conflict 
between the normal individual and 
h is environment. His social adj ust
ments are not easily disru pted by 
changes e ither in himse lf or his en
vironin ent. H is behavior is consid
ered logical a nd uncl ~rstandable by 
his associates". (p. 9). 

What sha ll we think of a defin ition 
li k.e this? Can we endorse it? How 
would the apostle Paul have rared i[ 
this dcCinition of the '· normal incli
vidual" had held sway in his day? H e 
stuck reso lutely and unswervingly to 
a message that was '·a slllmbling-block 
to the J ew and foo lishness to the 
Creek'·. How would Lu ther have 
fared? How would anyone (arc who 
persistently challe ngcs the standards 
a nd not io ns of the society in wh ich hc 
li ves? 

Must we not conclude that there is 
danger in such a definit ion? Jndeed , 
no one should summarily dism iss the 
opinion of L-Illdi s and Page witholil . 
giving it due and carefu l thought. We 
do live in the world and we have to 
find a modus vivell di in its social 
structure. But there is altogether too 
l1iuch in such a defin ition that might 
encourage an annoyed society to put 
the label of " insane" on a man who 
persisted in d isrupting the accepted 
order o f things. Such a "socia l" defi
niti on or the " norma l indi v idual" 
strikes toO close to t hose courageous 
men who '·tu rned the world upside 
down", <l nd to that soldic'· of truth 
who was ca lled a "babblcr" by a soci
ety that did nOlllnder~tand the th ings 
of Cod. Society owes much to that 
host of "<llIeer peop le" who ha ve 
challenged its fa lse standards and have 
rebuked its easy pretcnsions. 

How then sha ll we d efine men tal 
hea lth and men tal illness? We shall 
explore this interesting su bject furth er 
nex t t ime. 

(T o be cOlltinued) 
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HFoundalions" 

(Continued fmm page 5) 

memorandum - calling the reality of 
God into qu es tion - by UNESCO, 
with i ts blanket authority to revise 
educat ion, according to the beliefs of 
the a theists and agnostics who head it 
- and by an unmistakable movement 
in the direction of enforced unifica· 
tion, with Federal Fund support, of 
all edu ca t ional institu tions. What 
chance of survi val for private Chris· 
tian education when the intellectual 
fou ndations a re d estroyed. 

Spiritual Bankruptcy 

And basic to all else, the spiritual 
foundations are destroyed. Modcrn
ism, with its world-wide coun cil s and 
i ts al most exclusive con trol of gov
ernment interest and support, is busy 
chipping away cvery tenet that is 
distinctive to historic Biblical Chris
tianity. It is no wo nder that the 
political dishonesty and opportuni sm 
that is blotted across ou r national 
record can go hand·in-hand with the 
claim that we are a Chr ist ian nation, 
if om Christian ity is represented by 
Modern ism tha t h;:IS sucked the We· 
blood ou t of religion and hasn 't the 
decency to bury th e cor pse but insists 
on sctti ng it up as though it were 
still a livi ng sovcrcign in the lives of 
mankind. 

And too much of Fundamentalism, 
which arose in reaction aga inst Mod
ernism, is help ing to keep the spiritual 
foundations destroyed. Too many sin· 
cere Chr istians ha ve been contcnt with 
givi ng their youth a mystical, emo
tional, un intell igent "experience" of 
salvat ion without teaching them how 
to make that rel igion fit the actualities 
of life . .It is all very well to believe, if 
you wish, in a "rapture" that is com
ing by-and-by, but it isn't here yet. 
And muitiwdes of these yo ung people, 
utlcrl y un prepared for the subtlet ies 
of unbeliev ing phi losophy, go to the 
uni versity and find that th eir mere 
ex pericntialism doesn' t stand up. It 
has not been strengthened by sound 
study and rcsearch. 

"No creed but Christ" will do very 
well if we are liv ing in the fi rst gener
at ion after Christ. But to say it now 
is dangerous. The spiritual fou nda
t ions a re not rebuil t by a movemen t 

which freely discounts God's ordained 
institution, the Church Universal, the 
" Piltar and ground of the truth". 

The Challenge of Ihe Hour 

Since the foundations are destroyed, 
let us begin honestly to take stock. 

What have the righteous don e? 

What ha ve they done about the 
moral foundations? 

God sa id, in language tha t cannot 
be misunderstood: "Be ye holy, for I 
am holy!" and again, "Love nor the 
world, neither the th ings that are in 
the world, for if ye love the world, 
the love of the Father is not in 
you." Compromise means a loss of 
God's bless ing' upon LI S and our spir it
ual endeavors. Sure ly we must do 
more toward a positive solving of the 
worldl iness problem, but we mList not 
go back to greater worJdiness! .If we 
do, we share the blame for breaking 
down the mora l fOll ndations. 

' >vhat are the righteous doi ng abOllt 
the intell ectual founda t io ns? '>Ve 
answer quickly, "Look at Christ ian 
Educat ion." But when we look at i t, 
we are a ll lOa much inclined to look 
with the com placency born of regard
ing a tru ly great accomplishment. We 
fall prey to the temptation of making 
false comparisons. with those who have 
less progTess to repor t. Such compar
ison is always vicious. The Bible urges 
us to compare on ly with the standard 
of perfection . If we do, there will be 
no room for complacent self-sat isfac
tion. Self-congratulation and self-ex
amination can not dwell under the 
same roof! 

What are the righteous doing about 
the s p i r i t u a 1 foundations? Bernard 
Iddings Bell , we ll -kn ow n Anglican 
Churchman, after a survey of religious 
opinions exp ressed by service men, 
came back with the sta rtling sta tement 
that parents need not be so co ncerned 
that their child ren will lose their faith 
in the service, because, frankly, they 
haven' t an y (aith to lose . " Most of the 
men look upon their chu rches a t home 
as socia l clubs, smothered with re
spectability, enervated with timidi ty, 
headcd by preachers who are fa r more 
conccrned with pleasing the wea lthy 
members in the pew than with blu rt
ing out the disconcertingwi Il of God." 

In wh at direction are orthodox 
churches moving - definitely away 
from that low level, or slowly but 
surely sinking toward it? 

If it be true that the foundat ions arc 
destroyed, what can the righteous do? 

\iVc shouldn't even ask that ques
tion. Because the answer is too obvi
ous. We cannot do anything. But we 
are not asked to do what we can. We 
are told to do what we must, and God 
has promised th e strength to do it jf 
we will only do what we know we 
must. 

We must give the answer to the 
anxious spiri tu al q uestions of the age 
of which we are a part. 

To a power-minded age we m llst 
say, "All power is given unto (Him) 
in H eaven and upon earth. Go ye, 
therefore and tcach a ll nations." 

T o an age of confusion, we must 
witness, "(He) is the way and the 
tru th and the life. No ma n cometh 
unto the Father but by (Him)." 

To an age of relativ ism and neu
trality we must say, "By fa ith we 
undcrstand that the worlds were 
framed by thc' Word of God so tha t 
things that are seen are not made of 
th ings which do ap pear." And, "Of 
Him, through Him, and lIntO H im are 
all things, to Him be the glory forever 
and ever." 

Under Cod, Christ ian Education 
may well bc the distinctive answer to 
the wa iling cry of our age, "They have 
taken away my Lord and I know not 
where they have laid Him." 

'''The Christian Soldier" 

(Continued from page 14) 

law of C od. H e is in no way exempt 
[rom the commandment: "Love your 
neighbor as yo urself". That law of 
love comes to expression in many dif
ferent ways. Just a few examples have 
been cited here in connection with 
John' s words to the so ld icrs of his day. 
One thing stands out clearly. There is 
no prohibition agai nst SOldiering. One 
does not have to fl ee from the world 
in Anabaptist ic estra ngement. Cod 
calls us to do our duty as cit ize ns, to 
render to Caesar the things whiclfare 
Caesar's. However, God does not 
temporarily release those on mi litary 
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duty from the obligation of walking 
as children of the IighL We must let 
our light so shine before men in the 
servi ce that by our good works - con
tentmen t, honesty, chastity, kindlin ess, 
honor, etc. - th ey may glorify ou r 
Father which is in h eaven. If we re
member these things we shall also 
know that our labors are not in vain 
in the Lord, that thi s waf has a pur
pose in our lives as individuals to wit· 
ness as restored prophets, pr ies ts and 
kings. Let liS as Christian fathers and 
mothers remind our boys in the se rvo 
ice that they are children of the l ight, 
a holy priesthood unto God, to show 
forth the praises of Him who has 
called them from darkn~ss into light_ 
God forbid that any of the sons of th e 
covenant should become conformed to 
this world whil e on mi litary duty to 
such an extent that they accept the 
common sins of soldiers as the order 
o[ the day. May th eir covenant train
ing and the Law of God wh ich they 
have heard from babyhood help them 
to continue in those things wh ich they 
have learned. l'vlay our gracious God 
give them the will to work out their 
salvation with (ear and trembling, 
for our God is a consuming fire! Let 
us therefore bring forth works worthy 
or repentance! 

~~Olristianity and the Family" 

(Contin ued from page 23) 

strued in mechanica l terms. The call 
to perso nal repentance and faith was 
obscured, since anyone who did not 
wilfully place the obstacle of stub
born unbelief in the way of grace was 
su pposed to rece ive the actual gift. 

The chief goal of the preaching of 
the gospel came to be the esta bli sh
ment of the kingdom of Chr ist among 
men in visible form. T his was to be 
achieved by unconditional obedience 
to the Church to which were entrusted 
the sacraments. The development of 
doctrine and pie ty throughout the 
next thousand years obliterated to a 
large ex tent the place and calling of 
the individual. Indeed, there were 
protesting voices. The sectarians were 
very active in man y sect ions o( the 
western world, chiefly in southern 

France wh ere several religious crusades 
inaugurated by the bishops and popes 
almost annihilated them. Thus the de
velopment of the hierarchy and the 
growing tendency to glorify celibacy 
did much to throttl e the original 
Christian conceptio n of the fami ly as 
the s(.>(cl-bed of true faith. 

During the Refo rm atio n man y 
broke completely with the papal 
church. Of a ll the groups which advo
cated a return to the New T estament, 
none was more rad ical th an the Ana
baptists. Among them the emphasis 
fe ll almost exclusively on the indi
vidual's re lation to God, conceived o[ 
in a subjective and activistic way. 
Without the personal appropriation 
of divine grace by an act of faith, man 
was regarded as under the curse of sin 
and death. Baptism was not regarded 
as the sign and sea l of divine grace but 
as the public confirmation and attesta
tion to personal faith. Thus in the 
church there was room o nly for ex per
iental believers. I n such a frarne
work justice could not be done to th e 
scriptural d emands for covenantal 
famil y lire. In fact, among some of th e 
Anabaptists there was a tendency to 
regard celibacy as belonging to a 
higher and more spiritual order than 
marriage. All this roo ted in their lack 
of appreciation of the proper relation 
of !laLUre and gra ce. 

Among the Reformed there was de
veloped a new position in wh ich an at
tempt was made to do justice to the 
teaching of God's gracious covenant 
with his people. Of this covenant the 
sacramen ts were regarded as divine 
signs and seals. By virtue of this em
phasis the Reformed churches more 
than any others were abl e to preaLh 
more clearly th e demands of living out 
the gospel truths in all of life. 

Christ: Transformer of Cultur.e 

This brings up the whole ques tion 
of the relation in which the Christ of 
the gospels stands to the life of man 
in the world. It is recogni zed as one 
o[ the most perti nent problems which 
faces th e Christian Church today. 
Throughout the hi story of the Church 
believers have engaged themselves in 
seeking a solution to this vex ing issll e. 
In a very recent book of h is, Christ 

and Cullure, H. Richard Niebuhr 
gives a penetrating analysis of the 
divergent attempts at a solution. 
These he classifies under . five heads. 
To the fifth class, which insists that 
Christ by his saving grace transforms 
our culture, belong also the Reform ed 
or Calvinistic churches. Holding this 
view of the proper relation of nature 
and grace, the R e[ormed churches 
have developed the biblical doctrine 
of the Covenant of Grace in which 
the supposed tension between indi
vid ual and social gos pel is satisfac
torily resolved. Only in this way can 
justice be done to the bibl ica l insist
ence on a full -orbed family religion 
which the Lord blesses in such a way 
tha t hi s Chu rch is maintained in the 
world, his kingdom is establi shed in 
th e hearts of men, and his people are 
prepared for everlasting glory. 

Precisely what this construction of 
lhe biblical doctrine of God's gracious 
co}'erant with our families means for 
daily l ife will be discussed in th e nex t 
anicle of this series. 

Questions for DisCllssion 

I. 	 Is there any evidence th:1( believers were 
more spirilUal in the days of our grn nd · 
parents than today? 

2. 	 In what ways may it ha vc been easier to 
give children covenantal llllrture two 
genera tjons ago than today? In what way~ 
mny it have been more diflkult ? 

3. 	 How has modern secu larism aITt.:ctl..·d our 
llntion? Our chu rches? Our fa milies? 

4. 	 How would yOll defi ne covenant-conscious
ness? 

5. 	 In whnt respects is a purely individualist.ic 
gospel unscripturnl and insuffici ent? Do 
you think Fundamentalists arc guilty of 
th is? (d . Cnd F. H. Henry: The Uneasy 
COIucieflce of Flmdllmell/u/ism, \Vm . U. 
Eenlmans Publishing Co., 1947). Have 
we as American Calvinists been gui lty of 
the sa me e rror? 

G. 	 In ",hm sellsc is God's covenant with 
Ahrahnm in force in the New Testament 
church? Prove from the New Tcst~lIIell t. 

i. 	 Is baptism a sign and s:':al of God 's grace 
or of man 's faith? Prove from Scriptu rc. 
Of what significance is your answer (or 
the prnctice of infant baptism? 

8. 	 On what Scrip tural grounds would you 
oppose the Baptist view of the Sacrament; 
their rejection of infant baptism; their 
denial o f the validity of one covenant fOi 
the New T estament church ? 

9. 	 How has the ascetic ideal in both Roman 
Catholic and Pro testant churches under· 
mined the Christi,1Il view of 1II,)rriage? 
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HCluistia nil y Without Creed" 

(Contil1ued from page 12) 

Now any type of religion which de
nies, cvad(."'S or min imizes this essen
lially dOClrinal structu re of Christian
ity is a S"ftbversion of th e Ch ristia/l 
religion. T he d octrinal structure of 
Christiani ty is not the whole of Chri s
tianity. yet it is the primary [eatUl'e 
of Chr istianity, and its importance 
cannot poss ibly be over-emphasized. 
Where this d octr ina l structure is d e
nied , Christianity cannot exist ; where 
it is neglected or minimized, Chris· 
tianity canno t ex ist in a healthy and 
vigoro us form. 

Abysmal Ignorance 
1t is notorious that doctrine is woe· 

[ully neglected today. There is a mdy 
abysmal ignora nce even of elementary 
doctri nal truth in contemporary Amer
ica n Pro testanti sm, A student in onc 
o f America's oldest theologica l semi · 
naries - an institut io n founded on a 
Calvinistic creed-was being examined 
[or li censure to preach the gos pel. One 
o( the first questi ons he was asked was 
" \ Vhat was the Covenant of "\lorks?" 
To this he replied: ' 'That is easy. It 
means Adam had to work to earn a 
li ving" (I) This incidenl was to ld to 
the writer of the present article by the 
mini ster who asked the qu es tion. H e 
was rightly shocked as such a display 
oC doctr inal ignorance. Yet this was 
not a unique case; it could bc paral· 
leled time and aga in in pulpit and in 
pew, in the world of twentieth-centu ry 
American Protestantism. It is com
mon to read statemen ts abou t the doc
trines o{ tota l depl'avity, predestina
tion, the vcrbal inspiration of the 
Biblc. and so forth , which betray not 
mcrely disbelier of thesc doctrines, 

but downright ignorance o( what the 
d octrines are. 

Doctrine Ihe Main Course 

The crying need of contemporary 
American Protes tantism is (01' morc 
doctrine. A li ttle doctrine here and 
thcre, now and then, will not meet the 
necd. The chu rches must get back to 
the preaching and teaching o( doc
trine as their main and contin uous 
business. What is required is no t a 
shorter or lo nger period of renewed 
emphasis on doctrine, but a penna· 
nent emphasis. Doctrine must be 
sWdied, taught, preached, and applied 
{or all time to comc. A temporary 01' 

sporad ic inClll ca Li on of doctrine will 
accomplish lill ie; it must be continuo 
ous a nd permanent. Doctrine is nOt a 
side·dish but the main course of the 
chu rch's meal; the church's must get 
back to it and make it the ma in th ing 
(rom now u nti l the end of the world, 
Where doctrine is neglected, Chr is
t ianity eventually languishes. Without 
doctrine there can be no real evangel· 
ism, no true Christian education, no 
genuine home and foreign missionary 
work, no authenti c a pplication of 
Christian ity to the social, politi cal and 
economic spheres. Qur religion is 
ei ther doctrinal to the core, or it is 
not rea ll y Christian ity. 

"Take heed UIllO thyself, and unto 
the doctrine" ( I Tim, 4 : 16), "Hold 
fast the form o ( SOllnd wOI'ds" (2 Tim, 
I : 13). " Preach the word ; be inSLant in 
season, Ollt of season, reprove, rebuke, 
ex hort, with all long-suffering and 
doctrine. For the lime will come when 
they will not endure sound doctrine; 
but after thcir own lusts shall th ey 
hea p to themselves teachers, having 
itching ea rs; and they shall turn 
away their ears from the truth , and 
shall be turned unto fables" (2 Tim. 
4:2-4). "For a bishop must be blame
less as the steward of God ... holding 
(ast the faithful word as he hath been 
taught. that he may be abl e by SO Llnd 
doctrine both to exhort and to ' CO il · 

vi nce the ga insayers" (Tit. 1:7-9) . 
"But speak thou the thi ngs which be
come sound d octr ine" (Tit. 2: I). ''In 
all things showing thyscH a pattern of 
good works: in doctrine showing un
corruptness, gravity, sincerity, sound 
speech, that 'cannot be condemned" 
(T;l. 2,7, 8). 
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