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TOWARDS ACHRISTIAN VIEW OF SCIENCE 

HOW BIG IS YOUR BIBLE? 

GORDON J. KEDDIE 

W
I. Introduction - New Departure in the Study of 

Scripture 
ITHI N RECENT YEARS, there appears to 
have developed a trend in evangelical Christian 

circles towards a new attitude to Scripture. It is 
thought by some to indicate a shift away from the 
orthodox Reformed doctrine of Scripture. ' This trend 
is characterized by a move from the deductive method 
of studying Scripture to the inductive method. The 
pOint at issue is the nature of Biblical inspiration. 
Are the Scriptures divinely and verbally inspired, and 
therefore inerrant in the original autographs, as the 
Reformed doctrine of Scripture teaches?' 

What is the distinction between these two meth
ods? The deductive method starts from the Biblical 
proof texts on inspiration and then studies Scripture 
in the light of the resultant doctrine of inspiration, 
i.e., the whole system of doctrine is validated by ap
peal to the Biblical teaching on the Bible itself. The 
inductive method, on the other hand, starts with the 
various phenomena of Scripture and by exhaustive 
study point by point builds up a picture, from which 
it mayor may not be concluded that the orthodox 
doctrine may require some modification .' 

This latter method, it has been argued , treats ver
bal inspiration more as a human theory about the 
Bible than as an essential and inherent feature of the 
wri tten Word of God. H ywel Jones claims that this 
new approach in effect means starting from anti
Biblical presuppositions in an attempt to defend 
Biblical teaching.' 

The trend is now suffic:iently developed to warrant 
descripti on as a "school of thought" - now termcd 
new evangelical or neo-evangelical to distinguish it 
from what is understood as evangelical in the historic 
Reformed sense.' 

II. 	 Creation - The Neo-Evange lical Interpretation 

of Genesis One 


L 	 Conflict or complementarity? 
Neo-evangclicals believe themselves to be custo

dians of evangelical Christianity. At any rate they do 
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not appear to recognize in their own views any doc
trinal deviation from the historic Reformed position 
on Scripture, with all that that must entail for the 
whole system of truth. The doctrine of the inspiration, 
infallibility and inerrancy of the Bible is, after all, 
a fundamental tenet of the Reformed faith · and al
though neo-evangelicals, with some justification, can 
claim to uphold Biblical teaching, their laxity with 
respect to Scripture must prevent the attainment of a 
consistently Biblical position. 

This new attitude to Scripture manifests itself 
particularly in discussion of the relation of the Bible 
to modern science and never more than in respect of 
the doctrine of creation and the historicity of the early 
chapters of Genesis. The key words in this discussion 
are conflict and complementarity: 

(i) Traditionally, almost, there has been conflict 
between the Biblical account of origins and that 
rendered by science; particularly since the emergence 
of Darwinism and, of course, even more so with the 
ascendancy of the modern synthetic theory of evolu
tion , replete as it is with antitheistic presuppositions 
and assumptions. This conflict was inevitable because 
the Genesis account of creation was taken to be a 
record of what E. J. Young, in referri ng to Genesis 
One, has called "sober history ....• On the basis of the 
Reformed doclrine of Scripture, together with the ap
plication of Scriptural hermeneutics· to the best texts 
available, the creation of the cosmos was understood 
to have taken place in six days of creative activity'· 
some thousands of years before the present. Naturally, 
it is impossible to square this with a theory of origins 
involving the evolution of the world and its inhab
itants over thousands of millions of years. H ere we 
have the root of the matter. Genesis One taken as a 
historical outline of origins, together with the chron
ological studies linking Adam and his descendants on 
a time scale, cannot but clash with vast ages of evolu
tionary development." 

Conflict has proved unacceptable to many evan
gelical scholars. Bernard Ramm has called the tradi
tional interpretation of Genesis One the "naive-literal 
view."" It is held only by "hyper-orthodox" evan



gelicals. " T his is the "approach that crea tes dishar
In ony."" 

(ii) The alternative is complementarity, by which 
is meant the independent yet inter-dependent, 
different yet non-contradictory, views of reality given, 
on the one hand, by the Bible, and on the other hy 
modern science (assu med to be the study of natural 
revelation)." The re lationship is analogous to that 
hetween different e leva ti ons of a house drawn on a 
blueprint - the views are all different hut they are 
complementary si nce a ll give essential true informa
tion which only gives meaning to the plan when taken 
as a unity. '" The Bible, as special revelation , has its 
own unique view on reality. Likewise, science as 
the study of the works of God in crea tion has its 
special sphere of activity and its own unique view to 
reveal. Furthermore, the two must be carefully dis
tinguished so that we understand that the Bible does 
not teach science and science does not reveal what we 
are to understand concerning the faith . 

When this is applied to Genesis 1 it is clear that 
thc traditional view must be modified. Since, it is 
claimed , the Bihle does not reveal scienti fica ll y 
describable mechanisms, " it is error to interpret the 
Genes i.~ accou nt in terms of literal clays and a li teral 
firs t man, Adam, made from the actual dust of the 
earth on the sixlh day. This, affirms Ram m," is a 
"crass literalistic inte rpretation ." 

One would have thought tha t the assertion that 
the Biblc does not give a h istorical account of c rcation 
would be supported by appea ls to exeges is of the re l
evant tex tual material. Rnmm cer tainl y claims exeget
ical backing," but he docs no more than mention it 
there is little actual exegesis in his treatise Th e Chris
tian View of Science ((Iul Script ure. One genuine 
exegetical a ttempt to avoid a soher-h istorical inte r
pretation has been made hy N. H. Ridderbos.'" This 
has been abl y refuted by E. J. Young." 

If Biblical exegesis is not the source of re-interpre
tation, then what is? R. H. Bube informs liS that "this 
re-interprelation based on the establishment of the 
valid ity of uniformita rianism and of an aged earth 
has been a necessary consequence of scientific dis-
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coveries ..... Putting it another way, the scientific ev
idence "is so compelling that traditional Biblical inter
pretations have been seen to be inconsistent with the 
basic revelation of the Bible."" Apparently it is 
modern science, in this case historical geology, which 
has revealed to us the "error" of our previous in ter
pretation of the Genesis record of creation. This is 
surely a new concept of the role of natural revelation 
in evangelical ci rcles. When did it become a Scrip
tural practice to inform Biblical interpretation (of 
special revelation) with principles derived from 
natural revelation, with, at the same time, the scantiest 
regard for exegesis? Even at that we are allowing the 
gratuitous assumplion that modern science is a valid 
study of Cod's natural revelation - an assumption 
which itself is not demonstrably Scriptural. 

2. 	 The meaning of Genesis One 
A reinterpretation of Genesis 1 has been neces

sitated, say nco-evangelicals, by new scientific dis
coveries of a compelling natu re. Before detailing this 
new interpretation, we should summarize the reasons 
given to justify rescension of the older view. They are 
as follows, 

(i) The Bible and science will always be in con
flict as long as the former is understood as revealing 
a historical account of creation.o

, 

(ii) The Bible and science cannot, in principle, be 
in conflict since they represe nt different revelations 
of the one God. They are complementary. Any con
fl ict is only apparent and is due to error on one side 
or the other, or hoth. 

(iii) The scienti fi c evidence compels liS (neo-evan
gelicals) to reiot erpret traditional a nd hitherto inviol· 
able doctrine. 

(iv) The Bible is to be understood as revealing the 
"why" of creation and not the "how," wh:ch is the 
proper field of investigation for science. The purpose 
of the Bible is not to teach science but to reveal 
truths to man on the level of faith '" 

We shall only note, in pa.~sing, that there is more 
than a little truth in statements (i), (ii) and (iv) ahove. 
The bas ic fa llacy is to be found in statement (iii) a nd 
is incipient in statement (ii) - is modern science, un· 
dertaken as it is mai nly by non-Christians, to he 
equated with Iflle SciCIlCC, i.e., the consciollsly God. 
centred and God-directed science of the cultural man
date in Genesis l:28? 

Genesis I , thcn, is not to be read as if it were a 
scien tific account" of the mecha nism of creation. Il is 
rather "a brief but bealltifl1l poetic narrative."" · It 
also has a prophetic fu ncti on analo~ous to that of the 
last chapters of the Bible, Revela tion 20-22." Accorrl
ing to M. A. Jceves, Professor of Psychology at SI. 
Andrew's University, who is mild in his criticism of 
the traditiona l interpretation when (.'Ompared to 
Hamrn, "'The first chapter may be considered as a 
presentation of a majes tic account of creation in which 
we are given a pictu re of God , the omni potcnt One, 
expressing His will so that at 1·lis word the worlds 
are called into hc ing and ordered aright."" Genesis 
chapters onc to three a re valuable for the "truths they 
indubitably teach."" 

This seems flne, as far as it goes, but Jeeves has 
earlier denied the historical nature of these chapters 
by 	 describing the sobcr-historical interpretation as 
"an example of the point of view which we have en
deavoured to avoid ..... 

Genesis 1 has been thus effectively removed from 
history and so is sealed off from the difficulties which 
inevitably a rise if the propositions of Scripture are 
made normative for the cultural activities of men (e.g., 
science). There is an obvious attraction in this posi
tion, for, by separating the spheres of Scri pture and 
scicnce in this way, we allow the possibility of re
taining evangelical Christian belief and "scientific 
respectability ...·' 

(In a concluding article we slwll evaluate the neo
evangelical position, as stated above, and positively 

state a Refonned approach to the problem of the 
relation of Scripture to science.) 
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A REPLY FROM AN OLD FRIEND TO 

DR. P. Y. DE JONG ON THE A.A.C.S. 


ARTHUR DAVIES 

AS AN ACTIVE MEMBER of the Heformed Fel
fl. lowship for a number of years and as one deeply 
interested in the work of the C.A.F. and the A.A.C .S., 
I have been really concerned how we CQuld get these 
organizations to work together better in diverse 
Chr istian activities so sorely needed in our present 
North American situation. 1 appreciated the articles 
that have appeared recently in the TORCH AND TRUM

PET p resenting the "new emphases" of the two la5t
mentioned organizations. For these reasons I would 
humbly submit a reply to Dr. P. Y. De Jong's article 
on the A.A.C.S. in the July issue of this magazine. 

I appreciate Dr. De Jong's desire to seek clarifica
tion of claimed profound differences without intent 
to stir up controversy or to widen the gap which 
seems to exist among those of somewhat varying 
points of view in our Christian community. To me it 
is evident that radical, meaning root or fundamental. 
differences are found among us, which we should be 
willing to admit, on such basic issues as our world
and-life view, the place of theology and philosophy, 
the Word of God , and the church. 

But this does not mean that we must insinuate 
or even infer that the new (to many of us) A.A.GS. 
viewpoint is necessarily the wrong one. The un
fortunate thing about Dr. D e Jong's article, r feel, is 
that many of his old fri ends will be left to infer that" 
someth ing very serious is wrong among our fri ends in 
the A.A.GS. And inferences have a way of sticking 
in the mind even though not substantiated by ev
idence. Many of us, includ ing elders in our churches 
and professors in our colleges, are almost completely 
ignorant of this very busy organization, and this is 
inexcusable because quite undoubtedly no other 
group in our circles has made its posi tion as £lw.tr as 
the A.A.GS. people through their voluminous writing 
and posi tive Christian actions. Tomorrow's Book 
Club, P.O. Box 10, Station L, Toronto 10, Ontario, 
Canada lists more than 150 publications from the 
pens of competent scholars, scientists, philosophers, 
and theologians with thi.~ viewpoint on li fe in various 
parts of the world . So I think that it is incorrect to 
imply that the A.A.GS. is some sort of esoteric fringe 

Mr. Arthur Davies is instructor of Bible and History in the 
Junior Hig11 level of the Holland, Michigan Christian Sc/wol
A.vsm;iation. 

group: contrarily, I find these people in the main to 
be vital Christians who live openly before the church 
and work unashamedly as witnesses for the King be
fore the world. 

I do not presume in this reply to give any pro
found answers to fundamen tal questions. But as a 
Christian teacher in history, li terature, and Bible, 1 
have learned that we must present a consistent and 
integral view of life, the Christian one, so that young 
people can prove it from experience and therefore 
rely on it. So here I hope that I have some ad vantage 
with the unsophisticated reader of this magazine . 

But now let me first point out some things in us 
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"old conservatives" that sorely disappoint our fri ends 
in the A.A.GS. To help you begin to understand, 
read in the same July issue of this magazine the ar
ticle "Ecclesiastica l Zoology." We find that rather 
than having only two animals in this zoo, there are 
a t least six. Two of them arc presumably of more or 
less purebred strain; the hybrids are in various stages 
of evoluti on or devolution. But there is good reason 
for serious observers to believe that the conservative 
strain presently suffers from inbreeding and is now in 
a stage of retrogression. If we conservatives will quit 
patting ourselves on the back so hard and often, we 
may begin to understand what we should have known 
all along: that the conservative position is a human 
development in history, and that furthermore as the 
term is commonl y used historica ll y, including also 
the theological connotation, it represents tIle tradi
tionalist position as over agai nst the liheral or pro
gressive. Both of these positions, the conservative and 
the liberal, find their root in humflllistie thought. I t 
seems to me we shou ld he aware of that, at lcast to 
avoid confusion and a mbigui ty. 

Now let me pose another problem that has arisen 
hctween liS and our friends in the A.A.G.S. This 
likewise illustra tes difference of usage of tenns re
lated to a ge nera l outlook on life. Some of liS as 
Calvinists are disturbed by the new word , reforma
tional, that our A.A.C.S. friends have substituted for 
the traditional form, reformed or Reformed. We say 
this exchange of terms i .~ use les.~ and confusing, nnd 
I suspect that some among us fear tha t the AACSers 
wish to he considered something other than Reformed 
as we understand the term traditionally. I think that 
fear has good grou nds. But ol hers among us greatly 
fear that the AACSer.~ really want to be someth ing 
less than Befonned. Then [ am sure their retort will 
he: Not so. And fo r good cause. Are we rightfully 
proud of th e name Hcformed, when every grammar 
studen t knows that the ed endi ng indicates the past 
tense? That past indica tes a past era and point of 
view that we so-called conservatives revere so mueh 
that we will not turn from it to confront the pressing 
needs of the present. I be~in to much prefer the new 
WOl'd, reformational, wh ich indicates the necessity of 
continuing reformation, not only following in Lhe 
footsteps of Stephen , Paul , Luther and Calvin, 
Kuyper and Machen, but bei ng willing to pioneer fo r 
0 111' own age. By the way, have you ever noticed how 
fC\'( critics Abraham Lincoln has today com pared to 
those who hou nded his hec1.~ during the Civil War? 
I have also noted that some who pay high respect 10 
Dr. J . C. Machen today were among th ose whn 
knifed him for his opposit ion to moder~ism (human
i .~m in ecclesiastical circles) during the struggle we 
went through in the 1930·s. \\le should he circumspect 
lest we fall inlo the same error and haply be found 
even to he fight ing agrtinst Cod . Th is caution is 
a propo.~ for all of us on e ither side of any iss ll e in 
the chnrch in spite of the fact that Gamalicl's advice 
WilS prohahly motivated by expediency only. ''''hat is 
needed is courage. 

Lest someone smell a IillCral in the camp, I w ill 

hasten to say that I love my "conservative" b rethren 
in the Christian commun ity (anywhere), having been 
an active member of the Heformed Fellowshi p for a 
nu mber of years in conservative H olland, Michigan. 
But I deplore the dil emma caused b y the fal se (be
cause demonstrably mea ningless as you saw in the zoo 
inspection!) distinction of liberal-consen:ative, whi ch 
has caused us to lose sight of what Jesus teaches: 
Not everyone that says to me, Lord, Lord, shall ente r 
into the Kingdom (that tremendous concept) but he 
that doeth the will of my Father who is in heaven. 
Oftentimes the "liberals" do the wi ll of God better 
than we do. And some times that is because we 
pietistically or rationalistically (or both) make that 
heaven a remote geograph ic p lace, so transcendent 
that Cod is not an imrnanen t reality in the everyday 
a ffairs of our life, as far as can be discerned in our 
actions. I could be very concrete by way of illustrat
ing this contention; our children have probably noted 
thi~ in anyone of us. 

Now as to who is most concerned abou t the biblical 
tcaching concerning creation. On page 18 of his ar
ticle, Dr. De Jong conc.:e des that here the A.A.C.S. has 
it over us, although he apparently fa ils to understand 
fu ll y their position. 'We conservatives in the tradi
tional pattern of the Heidelberg Catechism summarize 
the Bible's teaching under the heads: Sin, Salvation, 
and Service. The A.A.C.S., following the profound in
sigh ts of the Christ ian scholars, Vollcnhoven and 
D ooveweerd, state the b iblical motives as Creation, 
Fall : and Redemption (or TIe-Creation). 111is motif 
adm issihly gives a orior and more prominen t p lace to 
the scriptural teaching on creation which underlies 
the whole of scriptmc. This fuller view of bihlical 
teaching has d isclosed to me the dangers and inade
quacies of a theology hascd on n less than fu ll-orhed 
vicw of scripture. But in many communities like ours 
the attempt to teach this ncw schema is a rather pain
fu l experience because of the habi t of our people of 
equa ting catechism preaching and teaching with bib
lical pronouncements. 

I have never found evidcnce of responsible mem
bers of the A.A.G.S. who deny "the necessity of re
gene ration, repent ance, and personal faith" as some 
might infer from Dr. De .l ong's statement on prtge 19. 
The stress on the soteriological and the de-emphasis 
on the biblica l teaching con<.:crning God's original 
created order, however, is tvpical of those so-called 
fmrtiamentalists, who we helieve have a too narrow 
view of scripture. Tlte narrow emphasis on saving 
sou ls from the miry clny and sending them on a 
ruse-.~trewn path to that far-away heaven we spoke of 
hefore is {.'Crtainly a "pietistic leaven" contrary to what 
the whole Bible tells liS of the fulness of salvation. 
With the narrow so terio lo~ieal emphasis - that is, 
Ch rist as Savior hut fo rgetfu l of Christ as king - any 
Christian commu nity, includi ng our own, will Jose its 
perspective on "all of life as religion," as the Rev. 
John H. Piersma rtlready warned us in this magazine. 

This narrow view of the Bible is part and parcel 
of the nature-grrtc.'C dualism according to whieh the 
old traditionalist lauds thcology (literally, mind you, 



the study of God! Explain that one!) and deplores 
philosophy, which for the Christian is the study of all 
of life as God created it and gave it meaning. Like
wise he is piously concerned about distinction be
tween Sunday and week-day, church life and every
day life. Not that no distinction rightly exists, but 
that his distinctions are too often wrong. (H ave you 
ever noticed how we conservatives are becoming 
more and more like the fundamentalists we don't 
want to be?) 

Now I've never met an A.A.C.S. man who does 
not press for the primary importance of the proclama
tion of the good news, although not everyone of 
them may feel called to be a preacher himself in the 
formal sense. And I believe they really mean - the 
good news. The good news according to them is found 
from Genesis 1 through Revelation. Its theme is Re
creation according to the original, or, Behold I make 
all things new. Bu t J would like to know how Dr. D e 
10ng can argue that the "church-as-institute-gathered
around-the-Word-wilh-ils-Christ-appointed-officiary (I 
appreciate Dr. De Jong's avoidance of the common 
but undesirable term , clergy, with all its unchurchly 
connotations), how that church is of primarily more 
importance or greater significance for the world's well
bein~ than, for example, the God-instituted family. 
In the biblical schema of creation, fall , and redemp
tion , the family has a primary place in God's economy 
for man. Following the narrow soteriological view 
with its p ietistic emphases, like the fundamentalists 
we often cause the family to suffer by demoting it 
to a place of lesser importance. In other words, we 
place a "higher value" on the church at the expense 
of the famil y. As evidence that we do this, note our 
individualistic approach in so-called evangelism efforts 
that in essence or practice deny the fullness of the 
redemption in Christ of the whole created order. This 
is a serious indictmen t, but all too true, I fear. 

Personally I can say that since coming to know 
people in the A.A.C.S.,- like some former young col-
1ea.I!Ues of mine in teaching (for whom I still thank 
God and take courage), I have gained a far greater 
insight by the Spirit into the Word of God which , as 
we can testify, is Iivin~ and dynamic. How can we 
deny that witness of Hebrews 4 and still ex-pect to 
escape the judgment pronounced by God on the stiff
necked , "thick and muddle-headed" Israelites (God's 
people, the Old Testament church) who never entered 
into that promised rest (the mal lifelong Sunday = 

Sabbath, not just one day in seven - good - but 
better) because they failed to recognize that the 
dynamite of God's Word hits us smack between the 
eyes in the ordinary, everyday affairs of a life in 
complete fellowship with God, the holiness of Levit
icus to which all the prophets, like Jeremiah, Amos, 
and Micah testify, and the full -orbed religious life of 
James 1:17, 2:14, and 4:4. We should thank God that 
our friends in the A.A.C.S. have freshly and vig:orously 
re-emphasized this old, old theme; and may their at
tempts to stimulate renewed endeavor on our part 
lead to a more vitally committed Christian com
munity, a living body of believers. 

announcing 

NEW BIBLE STUDY AIDS 

Are you looki ng for discussion ma terial 
for your society or Bible Study Group? 
Sometimes it is hard to get just t he 
right th ing. Through the yea rs many good 
study aids have been written but they 
are no longer available. Many magazines, 
Torch and Trumpet among them, have 
presented outlines - just enough for the 
meetings usually held during the year - but 
now they are long gone or there are no 
longer enough copies for all who 
would dig into God's wonderful Word. 
Knowing your need for material, we of the 
Reformed Fellowship have looked back 
through our archives and found that we have 
outlines which, apart f rom the dust they 
have collected through the yea rs of d isuse, 
are still very helpful to God's people. 
In the future others of the outlines 
may be reprinted, but for the society year 
which is coming, two are being made 
available in mimeograph form . 
Both are by the Rev. Henry Vander Kam. 

The prophet Amos speaks about 
conditions in society very much li ke those 
around us . Too often we are afraid to tu rn to 
the Old Testament prophets, thinking that 
they are hard to understand and impractica l. 
The Rev. Mr. Vander Kam shows us, to the 
contrary, that Amos is very much 
up to date. He spoke about principles 
which must guide God's Covenant people in 
these days. You may purchase as many 
sets of these outlines (twenty-four in number) 
as you need for $1.00 per set. 

The other set of Bible outlines which we 
make available is on that familiar and 
yet ever new Sermon on the Mount. 
Certainly no Christian can study this w ithout 
receiving a deeper understanding of the life of 
thankfulness. Topics such as " The 
Beatitudes," "The Folly of Anxiety," 
" Judging Others," " Encouragement to Prayer" 
are in this set of twenty-four out lines. 
You may purchase these study guides for $1.00 
a set. Order now so that you will have 
the number of copies necessary for 
your fall meetings. 

Both outli nes are ava ilable through the 
office of the 

REFORMED FEllOWSHIP, INC., 

80X 7383, GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 49S10 



FOUND TOO LATE: 

THE WORD OF GOD 


A PILGRIMAGE TO FAITH IN THE INTEGRITY OF SCRIPTURE 

DONALD R. NEISWENDER 

ENOUCH THINGS arc lost in the average church 
to make some sort of lost-and-found department 

necessary, even if it is only a drawer in a desk some· 
where. Church coatrooms often contain an interesting 
selection of old hats, overshoes, umbrellas, and gloves. 
Human memory being what it is, this is not surprising. 

But what a shock it would be if the minister and 
his people gradually misplaced the Bibles until finally 
there were nonc left. In time, the memory of God's 
Word would grow dim, and no doubt some departure 
from the biblical norms would occur. 

Apparently this very thing, this unspeakable and 
absurd thing, happened at the temple in Jerusalem 
during the latter years of the kings of Judah. Second 
Kings tell how the high priest '"' found the book of the 
law in the house of the Lord" (22:8, RSV). Righteous 
King Josiah , hearing the law read for the first time, 
tore his garments in horror at the thought of the 
wrath of Cod that must be directed against a people 
who so despised his words. Josiah did not try to shift 
all the blame to former generations, the ones who had 
Jet the Word of Cod slip away. He saw that the 
wrath of Cod was kindled against his generation, even 
though this wrath was rooted in the disobedience of 
their forefathers. 

Chapter 23 then shows two things: the great 
idolatry and corruption that had followed the neglect 
and loss of Cod's Word , and the vigorolls reforms 
instituted by Judah's horrified king. Vessels and priests 
had been consecrated to the service of Baal and other 
gods. Cult prostitutes had been plying their trade 
within the temple itself. The people had given their 
sons and daughters as burnt offerings to Molech. 
Josiah's predecessors on the throne had dedica ted 
horses and chari ots to the worship of the sun. Even 
great Solomon had erected temples to heathen gods. 
Josiah rooted out all the worship of false gods, in
cluding the pre tended altar to Yahweh that Jeroboam, 
son of Nebat, had erected at Bethel. 

DOrJ(lid R . Neiswender is a missionary of tlte 'Jutheran Church
Missouri Synml In Japan. He 11(18 lite B.A. (Valparaiso Uni
versity) and B.D. (Concordia SerniflO'1I). 

Copyright 1966 by CIIRISTI~N ITY Too~Y; reprinted by per_ 
miuion. 

When this destruction of the worship of false gods 
was finished, there still remained the vast job of 
teaching the people about even such basic elements 
of the worship of the true Cod as the Passover. Josiah 
did all that could be done: "Before him there was no 
king like him, who turned to the Lord with all his 
heart and with all his soul and with all his might, 
according to all the laws of Moses ..." (23:25). And 
his greatness included this, that he gave everyone a 
chance to share in the work of reform and rehl.rn to 
the Word of God: 'Then the king sent, and all the 
elders of Judah and Jerusalem were gathered to him. 
And the king went up to the house of the Lord, and 
with him all the men of Judah and all the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem, and the priests and the prophets, all the 
people, both small and great; and he read in their 
hearing all the words of the book of the covenant 
which had been found in the house of the Lord" 
(2:U, 2). 

The people must have responded with great zeal, 
for the return to the ways of God was sweeping. Yet 
when all this thrilling story is Ilnished, "still tile LOf"d 
did not tllm from the fierceness of his grent wrath, 
by which his anger was kindled against Judah .... And 
the Lord said, 'J wiII remove Judah out of my sight, 
as I have removed Israel, and I will cast off th is city 
which I have chosen, Jerusalem, and the house of 
which I said, My name shall be there'" (23:26, 27). 
This was a case, not of "too li tt le," but rather of "too 
late"! 

f believe that these things "happened to them as a 
warn ing but .. . were written down for our instruc
tion, upon whom the end of the ages has come" (I 
Cor. 10:11). If Cod's chosen people, dwelling in the 
promised land , could lose the Word he had given 
them - and lose it right in his temple - then surely 
any Christian congregation or denomination can do 
the same. 

And it seems to me that many are doing it. Not 
that we can now find prostitutes operating openly 
on church premises; we have not yet come that far. 
We seem to be on our way, though, for now within 
the church we hear about a "new morality" in which 
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biblical standards are ignored or distorted. We do 
not yet hear of teachers of non-Christian religions 
being allowed to use the facilities of Christian 
churches; but whenever universalism raises its head 
within a church, whenever "Christians" claim that God 
is not so narrow-minded as to insist that men ap
proach him only through Christ, whenever (and here 
almost every major denomination in America is in
dicted) a church shows by its allocation of manpower 
and money that it has relatively little interest in 
bringing the Gospel to the unevangelized ~ whenever 
these occur, the Church has taken another step to
ward acknowledging Muslim, Buddhist, Jew, Mormon, 
or Taoist as the spiritual brother of the Christian. 

The whole issue hinges on our attitude toward the 
Bible. Dare we neglect, lose, or in any way mishandle 
the Word that God caused to be written? Is the Bible 
authoritative Or not? If it is, is its authority limited 
or not? If limited, where are the bounds? What 
higher authority is the basis for the judgment that 
the authority of the Bible is limited? 

More and more theologians of our day are saying 
that the Bible is both inspired and errant. Many of 
these theologians insist that the virgin birth, the 
physical resurrection, and other supernatural elements 
in the life of Jesus Christ are fac tual. They staunchly 
defend the deity of Christ, with all its implications for 
his personal authority. Yet they say that the proclama
tion of Christ needs no protective doctrine like bib
lical inerrancy. In this way they posit a strong 
dichotomy between the authority of the Bible and 
the Word made nesh. 

I have listened to them and thought and prayed 
about their views. But somehow I keep remembering 
the days when I, a young man just out of high school, 
fi rst learned why Christ was crucified. T learned it 
from the Bible. All of 'vhat I know about my Saviour 
I have learned from the Bible . T find there no hint 
that Christ was ever jealous of the attention men paid 
to Scripture. Rather, he made it plain that he accorded 
to Scripture the very highest authority, and he used 
the words of Scripture as the authoritative base of 
his own teaching. 

From personal experience I well understand the 
theological attraction of an inspired yet errant Bible. 
Some years ago, while studying at a seminary in the 
Black Forest of Germany, T sat under two men who 
had taken their degrees under Karl Barth at the Uni
versity of Basel. I had hugely neglected Barth in my 
previous studies, and what a thrill it was to revel in 
the big, white volumes of his Dic Kirc1dichc Dof!,
malik! In what he said about Christ, how Barth 
nourished my soul! But though he often spoke highly 
of the Bible, Barth convinced me that there were 
errors, inaccuracies, and contradictions in the text. 
For the 6rst time in my Christiilll life, I was faced 
with having to decide which verses of the Bib!e were 
authoritative for me and which were not. 

I clearl y remember the morning when in my devo
tional time I read the first chapter of Hebrews, where 
the writer addresses to Jesus the verse from Psalm 45, 
"Thy throne, 0 God, is for ever and ever. ." The 

thought came to me: How do T know that we ought to 
call Jesus God? Wasn't H ebrews written by an un
known author? And don't many theologians doubt 
whether it should even be in the Bible? 

With deep shock J suddenly realized that, because 
I had come to limit the authority of the Bible, I no 
longer had any way to decide which verses were true. 
I had begun by believing th at some records in the 
books of Kings contradict the books of Chronicles. 
had gone on to wonder whether the Red Sea actually 
parted during the Exodus. I had doubted that Jonah 
could have lived for three days inside a fish. Now I 
was doubting whether or not Jesus was God. 

For three days I struggled as the Christian Church 
struggled when it had to choose between the teachings 
of Arius and Athanasius. Like the Church, I chose 
to hold to the faith in the full deity of Christ. And 
also like the Church, I made this decision because 
that is what the Bible teaches. Since that day, the 
matter has been settled for me: To stick with the 
Bible is to stick with Christ. An inspired but errant 
Bible cannot teach me anything for certain, even 
about Christ. It cannot provide what I need more 
than life itself ~ assurance that my sins are forgiven. 

As I see the theological landscape, those who hold 
to a fully authoritative Scripture are in a dwindling 
minority. Not long ago a pastoral intern came for a 
year of supervised pa rish work in the church I was 
attending. He came, not directly from the seminary, 
bu t from post-graduate work in the philosophy de
partment of a lar~e Eastern univer~ ity. The transition 
to the world of the pastor ~ sick calls, Sunday school, 
preaching, visitation, funerals ~ was no doubt difficult. 

Not long after this vicar had arrived, he assumed 
the duty of Sunday school teacher-training. There 
came a Sunday when the lesson was based on the 
Book of Daniel. For aboul' an hour, the vicar pre
sented the Sunday school ~ta£f with the latest word on 
Daniel, which adds up to the "as~ured finding of 
modern scholarship" that there never was any Daniel. 
One of the teachers then went right to the heart of 
the matter by asking whether the vicar wanted him 
to tell his students that there was no Daniel. The 
answer, of course, was no. That bit of enlightenment 
could wait until the children were older. And yet 
Jesus spoke to adults about Daniel as if he were an 
historical person. 

If a minister, \vhether he is a Basel theologian or 
a seminarian, assumes the right to judge certain parts 
of Scripture erroneous, every person in the world 
shonld have the same "right. " And when minister 
and people exercise that "righ t," we will move on 
toward a re-enactment of the apostasy spoken of in 
Second Kings. T worry that for us, as for Josiah's 
people, it might he too late. 

Bnt in hopes that it is not too late, let's imitate the 
faith of Josiah. If we evangelical Christians have a 
higher view of the Bible than some others, let am 
doctrine be demonstratcd by the amount of time we 
spend shldying the Bible. May orll" spiritual descen
dants not be able to say, "Great is the wrath of the 
Lord, because our fathers have not obeyed the words 
of this book." 



EXAMINING ECUMENICALISM 


FATHER GROPPI 
AT CALVIN COLLEGE 
REV. G. VAN BAREN 

THE ABOVE TITLE is correct. On Tuesday eve
ning, May 12, Father Croppi appeared on the 

platform of the Fine Arts Cenler at Calvin College. 
Twenty years ago such would have been an unheard
of thing. There would have been principal objections 
against having such a man speak to the student-body 
of a Reformed college. It would have been unheard
of ten years ago- probably not because of principle, 
hut from a fear of offending the more conservative 
element of the Christian Reformed Church farther 
west. Last Tuesday, Father Croppi not only spoke, 
hut his message was enthusiastically received by the 
audience of over 800 - mostly students. 

Who is Father Croppi? Father Groppi is an as
sistant pastor of St. Bon iface Church in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin . He is a Homan Catholic priest. His 
parish includes the ghetto area within that city of 
Milwaukee. Repeatedly in past years, this youthful 
p riest (about 39 years old) has had his name in the 
news. It has appeared in Time, Newsweek, as well as 
in all daily papers, and on all news bn'adcasts on 
T.V. and radio. He has been a vocal advocate for 
civil rights for negroes; has urged the use of any 
tactic (not excluding violence) in order to attain to thc 
goa l of justice for all men. Twelve times he has been 
arrested and placed in prison for certain "tactics" 
which he has used. Father C roppi's appearance a t 
Calvin was sponsored by the Ca lvin College Lecture
ship Council. 

J heard Father Croppi speak. Frankly, I was 
ashamed that such a lecture could be sponsored by 
and gi ven in a Reformed institution of learning. But 
it was given -and roundly applauded by the au
di ence. 

Obviously, Father Groppi was deeply aware of 
the frustrations, irritations, injustices of the ghetto in 
Milwaukee. He spoke of the gyp merchants: of rotting 
tenement buildin~s infested bv rats: of slum land
lords who ignored building codes with impunity: of 
childre n who received little or no medical and dental 
care. And no doubt most of his descriptions were ac
curate . Fact is, these situations exist throughout ou r 
land and the world - and have been present for many 
centuries. Revelation 6:5-6 speaks of the third, black, 
horse which portrays exactly this situation. 

The disturbing elements of the lecture, however, 
were Croppi's evaluation of the action of the church, 

and his own methods and tactics in combatting what 
he considers injustices. 

The sin of the churches today, according to Croppi, 
is the sin of silence. "How many sennons," he asked , 
"have you heard on racism? Or how oftcn have you 
heard sennons on Vietnam?" He insisted that though 
the church condemned violence as a way of removing 
injustice, it did not provide a viable alternative. He 
would not consider prayer (or recitation of the rosary) 
or reading of Scripture as a proper solution to the 
problems of the ghetto. 

It was obvious that Father Croppi believed that 
the church must become deeply involved in social 
action. It must preach that social gospel. And though 
this man spake approvingly of "black-power," there 
was no mention of cross-power; no mention of regen
eration and conversion as the only hope of proper 
change and godly walk. He spoke disparagi ngly of 
any church which emphasizes the better life which is 
to come - but does little towards removing present
day injustices. He did not p resent Christ eruciflcd as 
the "power of Cod, a nd the wisdom of God" (I Cor. 
) ,23. 24). 

Croppi favored a "situational ethics," or rather, 
what might be described as "the end justifles the 
means" philosophy. When certain laws are broken, 
that might be necessary in order that "higher" laws 
of Cod are obeyed . He considered these "higher" 
laws to be the right to eat; the right to vote ; the 
right to basic necessities. To attain these, one had the 
right to break ot her of Cod's laws: the law against 
stealing; the law aga inst adultery; e tc. llepeatedly, 
Croppi gave examples of this "situational ethics." For 
himself, Father Groppi confessed that he had prom
ised to try not to "cuss" in his lecture - but this, he 
admitted, wa.~ extremely difficult. Apparently, he 
considered a breaking of the third commandment 
justifled in light of the injustices he was describing. 

Groppi described his feelings at the t ime of the 
rioting, looting and burning in Milwaukee in 1967. 
Said he, "I fclt pretty good as Milwaukee burned in 
1967 - as patriotic as the founding fathers must have 
felt at the time of the American revolution." He em
phasized that violence is sometimes justi.6cd . Why, 
said he, what happened in 1967 was not really looting 
or stealing - it was "restitution!" He pointed out 
th at the gyp merchants in that ghetto had always 
charged higher prices to any black - now the bl ack 
man was only taking back what he had coming to 
him. Croppi admitt ed that sometimes innocent 
parties were also hurt - but so were innocent parties 
hurt in the Vietnam war. Stealing is justifled to satisfy 
that higher law of "restitution." 

There were many cxamoles given of this "morality" 
which Croppi favored . Whe n speaking of the rioting 
in his area in 1007, he dcscribed the young men walk
ing past his parish house with "stolen" furniture. One 
you ng man with a piece of furniture under his ann , 
seeing Father Croppi, raised his flst in the air and 
said, "Black Power, Fatherl" Croppi responded, 
"Black Power, Joe. Don't get caught!" 

At another point, Croppi spake of a young boy 



who came to him. The boy confessed: "1 stole, 
Father." "What did you steal, son?" "I stole some food 
from the grocery store." "Why did you do that, son?" 
"My brothers and sisters were hungry at home." "No, 
son; you didn't steal. You had a right to that food. It 
is not right for that store to be fill ed with all that 
food , and you go hungry. Everyone has a right to 
food and to eat." Groppi insisted that he would never 
want this boy to grow up with any sort of "guilt 
feelings ." 

Or again, Father Groppi spoke of a black woman 
who migrated from the South to Milwaukee with her 
fi ve children. She worked, but earned about 50¢ an 
hour. With such wages, how could she support her 
family? She was not eligible for welfare for the first 
year after arriving in Milwaukee . "And so," said 
Father, "on Saturday night she would pour shaving 
lotion on herself and go to the neighborhood bar to 
sell the only thing she had to se11 - her body. Some 
pious preachers, with their Bibles in their hands, 
would say, 'Thou shalt not commit adultery.' I 
would say she js a saint." 

Father Croppi said much more. He told how he 
tal1gh t the children to chant, "Judge __ is a racist, 
children"; how those arrested in the "civil rights 
struggle" are held up in esteem within the church and 
school. He boasted of his own arrests: "I've been ar
rested twelve times, and r say that with my head high 
- I'm proud of everyone of them." He compared his 
position with that of Christ or of Paul. He spake con
cerning Christ, "Jesus Christ was in jail too. He got 
a li t tle violent - He drove out the money changers 
from the temple. He died the death of a criminal : 
He got the chair - He was crucified . And I learned 
from the Master real good!" H e spoke of Paul's dif
ficulties because of racial problems. And he wanted 
to know what was so awfu l about calling the establish
ment "pigs"; didn't Christ's chief prophet, John the 
Baptist, call the establishment of his day a "generation 
of snakes?" Is that not even worse than calling 
people "pigs?" 

The message, though radical, was not unexpected . 
I attended not so much to hear what this man's theory 
wou ld be, but how he would express it. What did 
disturb me immeasurably was the reception this 
man's lecture received. Repeatedly the 800 in the 
audience interru pted the speech with applause. And 
the applause was in response to the most radical sug
gestions of the speaker. At the cnd of the speech the 
majority of the audience (mostly young people) gave 
a standing ovation to the speaker. One Calvin Col
lege professor, whom I recognized ahead of me, also 
rose (after a bit of hesitation) to join the standing, 
clapping audience. 

After the lecture, three Calvin professors (whose 
names I did not clearly hear) served on a panel, each 
asking the speaker a question on the message. Here 
at this point, J thought, some objection would be 
ra ised against the "tactics" presented in the lecture . 
J·Jere would be the opportunity for Calvinists to pre
sent the positive truths of Scripture without com
promise. Or perhaps, for fea r of offending the speaker, 

these might give a mild indication of disapproval. 
But I misjudged. The first professor prefaced his 
question with the remark: "Father, this was one of 
the best sermons I have heard in years. And it is 
difficult to follow it , except to say: repent!" Could a 
Calvin professor say this of a message which spoke 
not one word of the atoning work of Christ, which 
contained not one word of rebirth? I wonder what 
sort of sermons this man has been hearing the past 
years! But that's what he said. And his question of 
the speaker? "How would you suggest that we can 
change our priorities?" The second questioner sug
gested that the audience there well knew what "cul
tural separation and ethnic identity was all about." 
He wanted to know jf we should resist or break down 
that type of culture which requires a color T.V. set 
in every home. The third questioner suggested that 
he thought that Groppi was not so much a follower 
of Christ (who was silent often before his enemies), 
but rather a follower of the Old Testament prophets . 
The questioner was a bit fea rful that some in the 
audience might go home thinking that Father Groppi 
said it fine, but that he advocates violence. This 
questioner wanted Groppi to emphasize that he was 
not advocating all types of violence ( not war, not 
violence against persons), but only some forms of it. 
Wi th this Groppi agreed. H e pointed out where 
violence sometimes became necessary. H e went on 
to paint out what a brave man was Bobby Seale. H e 
insisted, by quoting Malcolm X, that "if you're going 
to preach non-violence, preach it to both sides." 

Other q uestions were ra ised from the Roor. Only 
two of these were mildly critical- the others in
(licated full agreement. r could not help thinking: 
"What is happening in the Christian Reformed 
Church?" What will this church have to face in the 
next months and years - if its students and professors 
can be so wholeheartedly in agreement with a man as 
Father Groppi? 

I went home sick. 
- THE STANDARD B EARER 
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THE DUTIES OF PARENTS 

JOHN CHARLES RYLE 

A Condensed Version of a Sermon on 
Proverbs 22:6, "Train up a child in the 
way he should go; and when he is old, 
he will not depart from it ," 

W E LIVE IN DAYS when there is a mighty zeal 
for education in every quarter. We hear of 

new schools rising on all sides. We are told of new 
systems, and new books for the young, of every sort 
and description. And still for all this, the vast major
ity of children arc manifestly not trained in the way 
they should go, for when they grow up they do not 
walk with Cod. The plain truth is, the Lord's com
mandment in our text is 110t regarded ; and therefore 
the Lord's promise in our text not fulfilled . 

It is a subject on which all concerned are in great 
danger of coming short of their duty. This is pre
eminently a point in which men can see the faults 
of their neighbors more clearly than their own. They 
will often bring up their children in the very path 
which they have denounced to their friends as un
sa fe. They will be quicksighted as eagles in detecting 
mistakes abroad, and yet blind as bats to fatal errors 
which are daily going on at home. 

Come now, let me place before you a few hints 
about right training. 

God's Way, not their Own I 
1. If you would train your children right ly, train 

them in the way they should go, and not in the way 
that they would ( like to go). 

Remember children are born with a decided bias 
towards evil, and therefore if you let them choose for 
themselves, they are certain to choose wrong. 

The mother cannot tell what her tender infant may 
grow up to be - tall or short, weak or strong, wise 
or foolish - but one thing a mother can say with 
certainty: he will have a corrupt and sinful heart. 
"Foolishness," says Solomon, "is bound in the heart 
of a child" (Prov. 12:15). Our hearts are like the earth 
on which we tread; let it alone, and it is sure to bear 
weeds. 

1f, then, you would deal wisely with your child, 
you must not leave him to the guidance of his own 
will . Give him not up to h is own wayward tastes and 
inclinations. Train him in the way that is scriptural 
and right, and not in the way that he fancies. Self
will is almost the first thing that appears in a child's 
mind ; and it must be your first step to resist it. 
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Trutl! Trust, whow American representative is Puritan 
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love your Child! 
II. Train up your child with all tenderness, affec

tion, and patience. 
I do not mean that you are to spoil him , but I do 

mean that you should let him see that you love him. 
Love should be the silver thread that runs through all 
your conduct. 

Let them only see that you have an affectionate 
fee ling towards them, that you are really desirous to 
make the m happy and to do them good that if you 
punish them, it is intended for their profit, and that, 
like the pelican, you would give your heart's blood to 
nourish their souls. 

Children are weak and tender creatures, and, as 
such, they need patient and considerate treatment. 
We must handle them delicately, like frail machines, 
lest by rough fi ngering we do more harm than good. 

Nothing will compensate for the absence of this 
tenderness and love. Love is the one grand secret of 
successful training. Try hard to keep up a hold on 
your child's affections. There is a mine of truth in the 
Apostle's word, "Fathers, provoke not your children 
to anger, lest they be discouraged" (Col. 3:21). 

Much Depends upon You! 
III. Train your children with an abiding persua

sion on your mind that much depends upon you. 
Crace is the strongest of all principles. See what 

a revolution grace effects when it comes into the 
heart of an old sinner. . . Truly nothing is impos
sible to grace. Nature, too, is very strong. See how it 
struggles against the things of the kingdom of Cod, 
how it keeps up an unceasing warfare within us to 
the last hour of life. But after nature and grace, un
doubtedly, there is nothing more powerful than educa
tion. We are made what we are by training. W e 
depend, in a vast measure, on those who bring us 
up. 

And all of this is one of Cod's merciful arrange
ments. He gives your children a mind that will re
ceive impressions like moist clay. He gives them a 
disposition at the starting-point '1f li fe to believe what 
YOLl tell them. He gives you a golden opportunity of 
doing them good. See that it not be neglected. Once 
let slip, it is gone forever. 

Beware of that miserable delusion into which 
some have fallen - that parents can do nothing for 
their children, that you must leave them alone, wait 
for grace, and sit still. I know that you cannot con
vert your child. J know well lhat they who are born 
again are born, not of the will of man, but of Cod. 
But I know also that our duty is nol to stand still and 
dispute, but to go forward and obey. The path of 
obedience is the way in which he gives hi s blessing. 

The Soul is First! 
IV. Train with this thoug/It continually before 

your eyes - that the SOld of "oUr child is the first thing 
to be considered. 

Precious, no doubt, are these little ones in your 
eyes; but if you love them, think often of their souls . 
In every step you take about them, in every plan and 



scheme and arrangement that concerns them, do not 
leave out that mighty question, "How will this affect 
their souls?" 

To pet and pamper and indulge your child, as if 
this world was aU he had to look to, and this life the 
only season for happiness - to do this is not love, 
but cruelty. It is treating him like some beast of the 
earth, which has but one world to look to, and nothing 
after death. A true Christian must be no slave to 
fashion, if he would train his child for heaven. He 
must not be content to do things merely because they 
are the custom of the world. He must train with an 
eye to his children's souls. He that has trained his 
children for heaven, rather than for earth, for God, 
rather than for man - he is the parent that will be 
called wise at last. 

Teach them the Bible! 
V. Train your child to a knowledge of the Bible. 
They cannot be acquainted with that blessed Book 

too soon or too well. A thorough knowledge of the 
Bible is the foundation of all clear views of reJjgion. 
He that is well-grounded in it will not generally be 
found a waverer, and carried about by every wind of 
new doctrine. Any system of tra ining which does 
not make a knowledge of Scripture the 6rst thing is 
unsafe and unsound. If you love your children, let 
the simple Bible be everything in the training of their 
souls; and let all other books go down and take the 
second place. 

See that your children read the Bible reverently. 
Train them to look on it, not as the word of men, 
but as it is in truth, the Word of Cod, written by the 
Holy Ghost himself - all true, all proStable, and able 
to make us wise unto salvation, through faith whieh 
is in Christ Jesus. 

See that they read it regularly. Train them to 
regard it as their sou!'!'! daily food, a!'! a thing essential 
to their soul's daily health. See that they read it all. 
You need not think that the leading doctrines of 
Christianity are things which children cannot under
stand . Children understand far more of the Bible than 
we are apt to suppose. 

Fill their minds with Scripture. Let the Word 
dwell in them richly. Cive them the Bible, the whole 
Bible, even wh ile they are young. 

Teach them to Pray! 
VI. Tmin them to a IuIbi t of 1Jrayer. 
Prayer is the very life-breath of true religion. 

Prayer is the peculiarity of all Christians. They ]>ray 
fo r they tell God their wants, their feelings, their 
desires, their fears; and mean what they say. Prayer 
is the one great secret of spiri tual prosperity. Show 
me a growing Christian, a going forward, strong, 
Aourishing Christian, and sure am I, he is one that 
!'!peaks often with his Lord. Prayer is the might iest 
engine Cod has placed in our hands. Prayer is the 
sim1Jlest means that man can lise for coming to Cod. 
It is within reach of all - the sick, the aged, the in
firm, the paralytic, the blind, the poor, the unlearned 
- all can pray. 

Parents, if you love your children, do all that lies 
in your power to train them up to a habit of prayer. 

Show them how to begin. Tell them what to say. 
Encourage them to persevere. You must beware lest 
they get into a way of praying which is hasty, care
less, and irreverent. Surely if there be any habit which 
your own hand and eye should help in forming, it is 
the habit of prayer. 

Train them to Go to Church! 
VII . TTllin them to habits of diligence and reg

ularity about public means of grace. 
Tell them of the duty and privilege of going to 

the house of Cod, and joining in the prayer!'! of the 
congregation. Tell them that wherever the Lord's 
people are gathered together, there the Lord Jesus is 
present in an especial manner, and that those who 
absent themselves must expect to miss a blessing. Tell 
them of the importance of hearing the Word 
preached, and that it is Cod's ordinance for con
verting, sancti fying, and building up the souls of men. 
Tell them how the Apostle Paul enjoins liS not "to 
forsake the assembling of ourselves together, as the 
manner of some is" (Heb. 10:25). 

Do not allow them to grow up with a habit of 
making vain excuses for not coming. Give them plain
ly to under!'!tand, that so long as they are under your 
roof it is the rule of your house for everyone in health 
to honor the Lord's day, and that you reckon the 
Sabbath-breaker to be a murderer of his own soul. 

But there are some who say that it is useless to 
urge children to attend means of grace because they 
cannot understand them. 

1 would not have you listen to such reasoning. 
When Paul was leaving the disciples for the last time, 
1 find it said (Acts 21:5), "They all brought us on our 
way, with wives and children, till we were out of the 
city: and we kneeled down on the shore, and prayed." 
Samuel, in the days of his childhood, appears to have 
ministered unto the Lord some time before he really 
knew him. "Samuel did not yet know the Lord, neither 
was the word of the Lord yet revealed unto him" (I 
Sam. 3:7). The Apostles themselves do not seem to 
have understood all that our Lord said at the time 
that it was spoken: these things understood not His 
disciples at the fl rst: but when Jesus was gloriSed, then 
remembered they that these things were written of 
Him" (John IH6). 

Be not cast down because your children see not 
the full value of the mean!'! of grace now. Only train 
them up to a habit of regular attendance. Set it be
fore their minds as a high, holy, and solemn duty, and 
believe me, the day will very likely come when they 
will bless YOll fo r your deed. 

Train them to Trust You! 
VIII. I mean by thi!'!, you sll ould traill them tip to 

believe what yOIl say. You !'!hould try to make them 
feel conSdence in your judgment, and respect your 
opin ions as better than their own. You should ac
Cl1stom them to think that when yOIl say something 
is bad for them, it must he bad, and when you say 
it is good for them, it must be good; that your knowl 
edge, in short, is better than their own, and th at they 
may rely implicitly on your word. 

Who indeed can describe the blessedness of a real 
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spirit of faith? Or rather, who can tell the misery 
that unbelief has brought npon the world? Unbelief 
is the reigning sin of man's heart down to this very 
hour - unbelief in Cod's promises -unbelief in Cod's 
threatenings - unbelief in our own sinfulness - un
belief in our own danger - unbelief in everything that 
nms counter to the pride and worldliness of our evil 
hearts. 

J have heard it said by some they should require 
nothing of children which they cannot understand : 
that you should explain and give a reason for every
thing you desire them to do. I warn you solem nly 
against such a notion. J tell YOll plainly, I think it 
an unsound and rotten principle. No doubt it is ah
surd to make a mystery of everythi ng you do, and 
there are many things which it is well to explain to 
cll il dren in order that they may see that they are 
reasonable and wise. But to bring them up with the 
idea that lhey must take nothing on trust, that they, 
with their weak and imperfect understandings, must 
have the "why" and the "wherefore" made clear to 
them at every step they take - this is indeed a fear
fu l mistake, and likely to have the worst eHect on 
their minds. 

Reason with your child if you are so disposed, at 
certai n times, but never forget to keep him in mind 
(if YOll rea lly love him) that he is but a child after 
all - that he thinks as a child, he understands as a 
child, and therefore must not expect to know the 
reason of everything at once. Tell your children, too, 
that we must all be learners in our beginnings - that 
there is an alphabet to be mastered in every kind of 
language - that a day will come when they will see 
the wisdom of the training. Bllt in the meantime if 
YOll say a thing is right, it mllst be right, it mllst be 
enough for them - they must believe you, and be 
con tent. 

Train them to Obeyl 
IX. Train them to a habit of obedience. 
This is an object which it is worth any labour to 

attain. Determine to make your children obey yon, 
though it may cost yOIl much trouble, and cost them 
many tears. Obedience is the only reality. It is faith 
visible, faith acting:, and faith inca rnate. "Ye arc my 
friends if ye do whatsoever I command you'" (John 
15:14). It ough t to he the mark of well-trained ch il· 
dren that they do whatsoever their parents command 
them. 

Parents, do yOll wish to !'lee your children happy? 
Take care, then, that you train them to obey when 
they are spoken to - to do as they are bid. Children 
cannot learn too soon that this is a world in which we 
are not all intended to mle, and that we are never 
in our right place until we know how to obey our 
betters. Teach them to obey while young or else 
they will be fretti ng against Cod all their lives long, 
and wear thcmselves out with the vain idea of being 
independent of hi!'l cont rol. YOll will see many in this 
day who all ow their children to choose and think for 
themselves long before they arc able, and even make 
eXCllses for their disobedience, as if it were a thing 
not to be blamed. You must not wonder that men re



fuse to obey their Father in heaven if you allow them, 
when children, to disobey their father who is upon 
earth. 

Train them to Speak the Truth! 
X. Train them to a habit of always $peaking the 

truth. 
Truth-speaking is far less common in the world 

than at first sight we are disposed to think. The whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, is a golden rule 
which many would do well to bear in mind. Lying 
and p revarication are old sins. (But) Cod is spoken 
of in the Old Testament as the Cod of truth. Truth 
seems to be especially set before us as a leading 
feature in the character of him with whom we have 
to do. Try to keep this continually before your chil
dren's minds . Press upon them at all times that less 
than the truth is a lie; that evasion, excuse-making, 
and exaggeration are all half-way houses toward 
what is false. Encourage them in any circumstances 
to be straightforward, and, whatever it may cost them, 
to speak the truth. 

I press this subject on your attention for your 
own comfort and assistance in a11 your dealings with 
them. You will find it a mighty help indeed, to be 
able always to trust their word. It will go far to 
prevent that habit of concealment which so unhap
pily prevails sometimes among children. 

Train them to Make Use of Time! 
XI. Train them to a habit of always redeeming the 

time. 
Idleness is the devil's best friend . An idle mind 

is like an open door, and if Satan does not enter in 
himself by it, it is certain he will throw in something 
to raise bad thoughts in our souls. No created being 
was ever meant to be idle. Service and work is the 
appointed portion of every creature of Cod. We must 
have our hands fill ed and our minds occupied with 
something, ·or else our imaginations will soon ferment 
and breed mischief. 

And what is true of liS is true of our children too. 
Verily, I believe that idleness has led to more sin than 
almost any other habit that could be named. I suspect 
it is the mother of many a work of the flesh - the 
mother of adultery, fornication, drunkenness, and 
many other deeds of darkness that I have yet to name. 
Let your own conscience say w hether I do not speak 
the truth. 

I ask you to set these things before the minds of 
your children. Teach them the value of time and try 
to make them learn the habit of lIsing it well . Tt 
pains me to see children idling over what they have 
in hand , whatever it may be. I love to see them ac
tive and industriollS, and giving their whole heart to 
lessons, when they have to learn ; giving their whole 
heart even to their amusements, when they go to p lay. 

But if you love them well, let idleness be counted 
a sin in your family. 

Train them to Fear Over-Indulgence! 
XII . Train them with a constant fear of over

indulgence. 
This is the one point of all on which you have 

most need to be on your guard. It is natural to be 
tender and affectionate towards your own flesh and 
blood, and it is the excess of this very tenderness and 
affection which you have to fear. Take heed that it 
does not make you blind to your children's faults, and 
deaf to all advice about them. Take heed lest it make 
you overlook bad conduct rather than h'ave the pain 
of inflicting punishment and correction. 

I know well that punishment and correction are 
disagreeable things. Nothing is more unpleasant than 
giving pain to those we love and calling forth their 
tears. But so long as hearts are what hearts are, it 
is vain to suppose, as a general rule, that children 
can ever be brought up without correction. 

Spoiling is a very expressive word, and sadly full 
of meaning! Now it is the shortest way to spoil chil
dren to let them have their own way - to allow them 
to do wrong and not to punish them for it. Believe 
me, you must not do it, whatever pain it may cost you 
unless you wish to ruin your children's souls. 

Parents, I beseech you, for your children's sake, 
beware of over-indulgence. I call on you to remember, 
it is your first duty to consult their real interests and 
not their fancies and likings; to train them, not to 
humor them; to profit, not merely to please. 

You must not give way to every wish and caprice 
of your child's mind, however much you may love 
him. You must not let him suppose his will is to be 
everything, and that he has only to desire a thing and 
it will be done . Do not, I pray you, make your chil 
dren idols, lest Cod should take them away, and 
break your idol, just to convince you of your folly. 

Learn to say "No" to your children. Show them 
that you are able to refuse whatever you think is not 
fit for them. Show them that you are ready to punish 
disobedience, and that when you speak of punishment 
you are not only ready to threaten but also to per
form. Punish seldom, but reall y and in good earnest, 
frequent and slight punishment is a wretched system 
indeed. 

If there be any point which deserves your atten
tion it is this one. It is one that will give you trouble, 
I know. But jf you do not take trouble with your 
children when they are young, they will give you 
trouble when you are old. Choose which you prefer. 

Train them to Know How God trains his Children 
XIII. Train them remembering ccmtinuaUy how 

God trains h is children . 
The Bible tells us that Cod has an elect people

a family in this world. All poor sinners who have 
been convinced of sin, and fl ee to Jesus for peace, 
make up that family. All of us who really believe on 
Christ for salvation are its members. 

Cod the Father is evcr training the members of 
this family for their everlasting abode with him in 
heaven. He acts as a husbandman pruning his vines 
that they may bear more fru it. He allots to each of 
us, in his provident.-e, the very things we need in order 
to bear the most frui t - as much of sunshine as we 
can stand, and as mu ch of rain ~ as much of bitter 
th ings as we can bear, and as much of sweet. Reader, 
if you would t rain your children wisely, mark well 
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how God the Father trains his. He doeth a ll things 
well; the plan which he adopts must be right. 

See, then, how many things there are which God 
withholds from his ch ildren. See, too, how often God 
leads his people by ways which seem dark and 
mysterious to our eyes. See, also, how often God 
chastens his people with trial and affliction. 

I ask you to lay to heart the lesson which God's 
dealings with his people is meant to teach you . Fear 
not to withhold from your child anything you think 
will do him harm, whatever his own wishes may be. 
This is God's plan. 

H esitate not to lay on him commands of wh ich he 
may not at present see the wisdom, and to gu ide him 
in ways which may not now seem reasonable to his 
mind. This is God's plan. 

Shrink not from chastising and correcting him 
whenever you see his sour s health requiring it, how
ever pa inful it may be to your feelings; and remember 
medicines for the mind must not be rejected because 
they are bitter. 1'his is God's plan. 

And be not afraid, above a ll , that such a plan of 
training will make your child unhappy. I warn you 
against this delusion . Depend on it, there is no surer 
road to unhappiness than always having our own way. 
To have ou r wills checked and deni ,~d is a blessed 
thing for us; it makes us value enjoyments when they 
come. To be indulged perpetually is the way to be 
made selfish; and selfis h people are seldom happy. 

Train them to Know Sin's Power! 
XlV. Train them remembering continually the 

power of sin. 
You must not expect to find your child ren's minds 

a sheet of pure white paper and to have no trouble 
if you only use the right means. I warn YOll plainly 
} ou will find no such thing. It is painful to see how 
much corruption and evil there is in a young child's 
heart and how soon it begins to bear fruit. Violent 
tempers, self-will , pride, envy, sullenness, passion, idle
ness, selfishness, deceit, cunning, falsehood, hypocrisy, 
a terrible ap tness to learn what is bad , a painful 
slowness to learn what is good, a readiness to pretend 
anything in order to gain their own ends - a ll these 
things, or some of them, you must be prepared to see. 
even in your own flesh and hlood. In li ttle ways they 
will creep out at a very early age; it is a lmost startl ing 
to observe how naturally they seem to spring up. 
Children require no schooling to learn to sin. 

But you must not be discouraged and cast down 
hy what you see. You must not think it a strange 
and unusual thing, that little hearts can be so full of 

sin. It is the only portion which our father Ad am 
left us; it is the fallen nature with wh ich we come 
into the world. It is that inheritance which belongs 
to us a ll. Let it rather make you more diligent in 
using every means which seems most likely, by God's 
blessing, to counteract the mischief. Let it make you 
more and more careful, so far as in you lies, to keep 
your children out of the way of temptation . 

Never listen to those who tell you your children 
are good, and well brought up, and can be trusted. 
Think rather that their hearts are a lways inflammable 
as tinder. At their very best, they only want a spark 
to set their corruptions alight. Remember the natural 
depravity of your children and take care. 

Train them to Rem ember the Promisesl 
XV. Train them remembering continually the 

promises of Scripture. 
I name this in order to guard you against dis

couragement. 
You have a plain promise on your side, "and when 

he is old he shall not depart from it." Fathers and 
mothers, when your hearts are failing, and ready to 
halt, look at the word of this text and take comfort. 
Think wllo it is that promises. It is the word of the 
King of kings, who never changes. Think, too, what 
the promise contains, before you refuse to take com
fort from it. It speaks of a certain time when good 
training shall especia lly bear fru it - "when he is old." 
You may not see with your own eyes the result of 
careful training. You must sow in h ope and plant in 
hope. • 

Many children, I doubt not, will rise up in the 
day of judgment and bless their parents for good 
training who never gave any signs of having profited 
by it during their parents' lives. Go forward the n in 
fa ith, and be sure that your labor shall not be 
altogether thrown away. 

.. .. .. .. .. 
Fathers and mothers, YOll may take your children 

to be baptized , and have them enrolled in the ranks 
of C hrist's C hurch; you may scnd them to the best 
of schools and give them Bibles and Prayer Books 
and fi ll them with head knowledge; but if all this 
time there is no regular training (It 1lOme, I tell you 
plainly, 1 fear it will go hard in the end with your 
chi ldren's souls. Home is the place where habits are 
fo rmed - where the foundations of ch aracters are laid 
- home gives the bias to our tastes, our likings, and 
opinions. Sce then, I pray you , that there be careful 
training at home. 


