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TOWARD A CHRISTIAN POLITICAL ETHOS 

LOUIS M. TAMMINGA 

Edltois Note 
T he Christian Action Foundation, in which the author has 

assumed an active part, made a beginning with implementing 
the ideals of a Christian political manifestation. (Since Feb. 
1966.) 

Study Outlines have been drafted on the biblical principles 
governing public life and government. They arc designed for 
group study as well as individual reflection. Position papers 
have been drafted on matters which were dealt with by state 
legislnturcs and the U.S. Congress and numerous submissions 
were made. Some of the subjects thus covered include the 
following and are availahle to those who ask for them: Govern
ment, Marriage and Divorce; Abortion Legislation; The Place 
and Rights of Non-Public Schools; The Christian View of 
Work and Unionism; Crime, Punishment and Rehabilitation; 
Legislation governing the Lord's Day; The Christian View of 
Government; etc. These have been given wide circulation 
among legislators, the press and other leaders. Score.s of public 
meetings have been held in various parts of the nahon. Mem
bers are now found in twenty states. 

A nat ional Christian Action convention, "The First Christian 
Social Congress," will be held in Sioux Center at the beautiful 
Campus of Dordt College, this summer, July 8, 9, and 10. 
We hope that many families will be able to combine this with 
their summer vacation. More information can be found else
where in this periodical. For information concerning C.A.F. 
wri te; CAF, Box 185, Sioux Center, Iowa 51250. 

The Charm of Established PaHerns 

W E LEARN TO LIVE with existing situations. 
In fact, the way things have been done for 

years tends to become the way in which we think. 
Our philosophy of life is shaped to an amazing degree 
by the actualities which consti tute our world. Thus 
the dominance of the two major political parties, both 
claiming religious objectivity, is accepted as normal 
and desirable by many. And, fo r that matter, the 
absence of a Christian poli tical party is mourned by 
few. Tn discussing the mandate in politics someone 
is likely to remark that the two-party system is the 
only system which will work in the Anglo-American 
society. Sober reRection will reveal that such a judg
ment itself manifests a bias toward the utilitarian 
philosophy of life which underlies the two-party 
system. In fact this philosophy is so prejudicial in its 
effects that it blinds many to the observable reality 
that the two-party system in actuality does not work. 

This approach to the whole problem of Christian 
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involvement, however, is not easily dropped. De
fenders of non-confessional politics, as conducted by 
the present two parties, will point out tbat the bulk 
of legislative proposals concerns the factual house
keeping needs of society for which the formation of 
a Christian political body is unrealistic. They will 
add that Christian believers can have their say in the 
disposal of such legislation if they will seek a place 
within the organizational framework of the existing 
political parties. They will, finally, produce factual 
evidence that such individual involvement is very 
effective and that it even produces some benefits for 
the cause of the Lord. From such evidence they 
conclude that a Christian socio-political movement is 
just not pertinent to the Anglo-American scene. 

All such reasoning, however, is no more convincing 
than a bachelor's claim that marriage is not an essen
tial institution among mankind, since he has found 
solutions for his household chores which are quicker 
and more economical than those of his married con
temporaries. For such reasoning will keep us for ever 
from detecting the deeper causes of the crisis which 
troubles North American life. vVe must recognize 
again that it is the philosophy of secularistic human
ism which has brought Ollr civilization to near bank
ruptcy. It has severed society from the healing effects 
of the redemptive Kingdom of Christ. God-less ideol
ogies always have a way of escaping the blame for 
their ruinous effects in society by hidi ng behind a 
facade of secondary p roblems. Discouragers of dis
tinctive Christian political action wiTI usually deny 
Christianity that margin of leavening operation, de
manding immediate results as proof of its authenticity. 

The Fraud of Familiar Phrases 
The claim that we mllst be Christians always and 

everywhere has a fine biblical ring to it. We hold it 
to be an accurate description of the heart of Calvinism. 
But it is so obviously true that it has lost its compelling 
meaning. Any type of Christian, from Episcopalian to 
Pentecostal, will nod assent to it. 

The plight of Christian education is a case in 
pOint. One could say: we must be a Christian always 
and everywhere also in education. Again, Christians 
of a wide variety would agree. They would probably 
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mean with it that Christian parents must assert a Chris
tian influence in the neighborhood community school 
and their children must be examples of Christian 
virtue in that school and a witness for Christ to their 
peers. But by this time their interpretation of the 
phrase "Christians always and everywhere" has fallen 
short of reaching the Calvinistic ideal. We wou ld 
(should) be quick to point out that to serve Christ 
always and everywhere implies that we must claim the 
very area of education for the ~ll aster, that we must 
enter upon that area armed with the biblical vision 
of life, creat ion and redemption, and that, therefore, 
we establish Christian Schools. The Calvinistic world
and-life-view, then, is more than being a Christian 
always and everywhere in an individual sense. It in
volves taking a whole lump of human enterprise - as 
in education - and place it on a Christian basis, on a 
Christian root. That whole sector of life must be made 
to b lossom in Christian fashion though many of its 
activities may seem to coincide with those of nOll
Christian schools. The same coincidence is found in 
the situation of a married lady scrubbing the walk as 
contrasted to the city's sanitary truck scrubbing the 
street. The action of the latter does not render the 
activity of the fonner any less a part of her domestic 
life. 

The parallel between the sphere of politics and 
that of education and marriage is a legitimate one. 
Together with others these are independent spheres 
of life. They have their own God-given place and 
their own interna l norms and goals according to which 
they must function. 

It may give some of us some reassurance that a 
number of fellow believers have entered the non
confessional political parties and have said Christian 
things there, but that does not at all mean that we 
have made a beginning with Christian politics. The 
best that can be said about these gallant eHorts is 
that some candles were lit at the back of a truck trailer 
going into a dark night without headlights. The star
tlingly simple observation remains that our existing 
political parties were not built on a Christian founda
tion and that they were not" intended to be guided by 
Christian principles. The basis and the su per-structure 
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of organized political life are manifestly neutralistic. 
The very fact that Christians are invited by avowed 
humanists to speak their piece in the party-setting 
ought to make us wonder about the validity of equat
ing this individual Christian involvement with a 
responsible discharge of our mandate for Christ in 
politics. The fact is that we, as Christians of the 
Reformation, as much as other Christians, have failed 
to do in politics what we did in education, namely, 
form an organized Christian movement. Instead we 
have vacillated between a spiritualistic world-escapism 
leaving the created order to the unbeliever, and in
dividualistic do-good social gospel type of involve
ment content to patch up the faltering superstrncture 
of secularistic humanism. T hese may appear to be 
extreme opposites, but deep down they are borne by 
the same root. They deny the rule of Christ over all 
of life. The redemptive power of the Kingdom is then 
not brought to bear upon societal institutions from 
their inception to their fu ll fl1nctioning. 

All this does not imply the notion that God has 
abandoned Anglo-American political life. Thank the 
Lord for his restraining hand whereby he enables the 
political parties to function with a measure of benefit. 
Without this restraining grace political life and states
manship would have degenerated to complete chaos. 
We dv contend, however, that the Christian Kingdom 
community would miss the boat if the Lord's gracious
ness in public life should become an occasion for us 
to ignore His positive claims on politics. By that same 
token we might then as well not insist on Christian 
family life, since so many non-christian families in the 
Jand function in decency thanks to God's restraining 
grace. God's "common grace" may never keep us from 
engaging in Kingdom action in public life and society. 
The opposite ought to be true. God's "common grace" 
makes room for us to do the Lord's will in all sectors 
of human endeavor. The day will come when "com
mon grace" will be withdrawn. Tn that day of tribula
tion there w ill be no organized Christian action any
more, not in the area of education, not in the area of 
mercy, not in the area of labor, and least of all in the 
area of politics. 

The Struggle of Spirits 
There is by no means unanimity in Reformed cir

cles about the nature of politics. Many feel that 
poli tics, though by no means unaffected by the world 
of ideas, is primarily the arena of factua l problems 
and day to day needs. They ech.o what the French
man Felix Rocquain propounded in 1878 as the causc 
of the French Hevolution. He maintained that what 
really drove the French people to revolt against their 
constitutional authorities was not ideas about their 
rights, about justice, about equality, not the ideas 
which ph il osophers like Voltaire, ROllsseau, Diderot 
and Locke had spread around, hut, rather"what drove 
the French to revolution was the actual fleshly griev
ances, bitter deprivation and suHering. Frenchmen 
revolted, Rocquain said, because they were pinched 
in belly and pocketbook, because they suffered fam
ines and murderous taxation. And all these are solid 
grievances which got under the skin of the French. 

Evaluating Rocquain's views, H arvard's professor 
Crane Brinton in The Shaping of the Modem Mind 
endorsed the reply given to these materialistic views 
by another Frenchman Marius Roustan who wrote 
in 1906 that it was the ideM of the philosophers oper
ative in a society indeed beset by material grievances 
that rallied Frenchmen to action on al national scale. 
Roustan showed that the great uprising of 1789 in 
France sprang from the revolutionary fervor of the 
thinkers which had penetrated the minds and hearts of 
the ordinary Frenchmen. Dr. Brinton remarks, correct
ly, that the whole controversy as to whether ideas 
cause men to act or whether material conditions cause 
men to act is at bottom pointless and unprofitable (p. 
9). But he goes on to say, " ... since ideas arc thus part 
of human living, all history is in a sense a history of 
ideas .... To be provocative, I shall say that all nor
mal people are metaphysicians; all have some desire 
to locate themselves in a "system," a "universe," a 
"process" transcending at least the immediate give
and-take behveen the individual and his environment; 
for all normal people the conscious lack or frustration 
of some such understanding will result in a kind of 
metaphysical pain" (pages 11 and 12). 

These guarded statements of Dr. Brinton, who does 
not appear to write from a Christian view-point, point 
out the underlying struggle of the spirits which ulti
mately determines the direction of the political enter
prise today. Christian believers who fee l that the 
Christian community can best discharge its Christian 
respons ibility in poli tics by joining the neutralistic 
parties seem to do that on the justification that the 
parties, as concrete historical entities, are themselves 
rwt the outcome of the world of living ideas and 
philosophies. H ence they accept them as legitimate 
vehicles for Christian political aims. 

By that same token the secularistic humanists in 
the existing parties, eager to welcome the cooperation 
of Christians of a variety of backgrounds in their po
litical venture, stud iously maintain a semblance of 
neutrality and objectivity, disclaiming any loyalty to a 
deeper life commitment. 

Thus a fragi le unity is maintained in the two 
political camps. This unity can only be preserved 
when both humanists and Christians avoid giving con
sistent embodimcnt to their underlying life-commit
ments. This, ironically, suits the humanist "just fine" 
since it is after all part of his philosophy to act root
lessly. 

This arrangement of outward political unity at
tained by the willingness of Christian believcrs to 
forego a full-orbed Christian life manifestation in 
politics was bought at an appalling price. 

It, first of all , produced a pathetic povertlJ.of. ideas' 
in the achlal political arena. The forceful propagation 
of ideas in politics is instinctively shunned for fear of 
showing up the underlying conflicts of spirits. 

It, secondly, has produced the seething Wlrest on 
our continent. Politics destitute of the fructifying clash 
of fu ll-orbed philosophies has gradually impoverished 
the area of public affairs as a whole to the extent that 
a younger generation has lost all respect for authority 



and government, though, admittedly, there are other 
reasons too for this development. Even the secular
istic humanist finds it increasingly difficult to breathe 
in the present two-party framework, witness the r ise 
of such organizations as A.D.A. - Americans for 
D emocratic Action - which lustily dip in the human
istic lefti st ideology, applying it exuberantly to an 
astonishing range of societal problems, in spite of the 
resulting conflicts that trouble their ranks. And , for 
that matter, the campus radicals defy understanding 
on the part of the powers tha t be because thcy don't 
go from fact to established fact, but from ideals to 
established fac ts, and, hence, don't seem to run out of 
steam. 

Thirdly, the idol of political unity at all cost, has 
led to frightening loss of freedom. The humanistic 
leveling of conviction within the neutralistic parties is 
directly responsible for the lack of freedom in the 
areas of organized labor and education. T he present 
parties have created a legislative situation whereby no 
more than one union may represent a group of workers 
within one place of employment, which is a direct ex
pression of the humanistic ph ilosophy that work and 
wages have nothing to do with the individual worker's 
religion. The same is found in the monopolistic posi
tion of the public school system based on the philos
ophy that learning and morality can quite well be 
t ransmitted apart from the religious convictions of 
the home. 

The very constitution of man and life will sooner 
or later break this artificial unity-held-together-by
neutralism, Christians who will have caught a glimpse 
of the grandeur of the early Reformation and the 
Calvin istic revival of the Kuyperian era will urgently 
strive for the formation of a Christian political fellow
ship which will apply the healing power of the Word 
of God to the whole of national life. Guided by the 
Word of Cod such a community of Christians will re
flect upon the meaning of history, the nature of man, 
the redemption of Christ for broader life, the Chris
tian concepts of justice, freedom, responsibi lity, stew
ardship, governmental authority and its limits, and 
the relationship of the various life spheres such as 
church, home, school, work, politics and government. 
Only an independent Christian political movement 
can restore this authentic Christian political ideal or 
ethos among us. Only thus will the whole of the 
Christian commu nity be illvolved in thought and 
action. 

God's people may never walk the path of revolu
tion. The allegation tha t it is preposterous to think 
in terms of an actu al Christian political party ("it will 
never work") is itself preposterolls. God does not ask 
of us to em bark upon a program which is out of step 
with our resources. He simply asks of us to go ahead 
with the means at hand . That means that we band to
gether under the banner of Christ as a Christian 
political community. Study, prayer and action are es
sentially one. The Master will give the increase in 
each instance. And he has a way of surprising the 
faithful. Nothing less than such Christian political 
ethos deserves the name Christian politics. 

BELIEVE IT OR NOT: 

A Christian School Teacher Can Be A 
Pagan Teacher 

EDWI N H. PALMER 

T oo OFTEN the effectiveness of Christian teach
ing is judged by the Christian pers~nality of the 

teacher. Is he "spiritual"? Is he "committed ',? Does 
he radiate Christ? Is he a joyful Christian? Is he born 
again? Saved? If the answers are affirmative, then it 
is judged that the teaching must be good and Chris
tian. 

Nothing could be further from the truth. 
It is important that the teachers be "spiritual," 

"committed," born again Christians. Too often such 
characteristics are assumed - not assured. The result 
is that some Christian teachers ought not to be teach
ing. They are not matured enough Christians. They 
lack spiritual depth and sensitivity. They do not live 
close to God: accordingly they are not living epistles. 
Such a serious character defect hurts their teaching. 
Good teaching presupposes that teachers will be 
dedicated Christians. 

Yet, believe it or not, in spite of their godly 
Christian character, many Christian teachers are 
pagan teachers. They teach in a Cod-less, pagan way. 

Christianity can be caught and taught. Through an 
exemplary life of a teacher, and without any words, 
Christianity can be caught by the students. But at the 
same time, in addition, it should also be taugh t. This 
is not always the case. 

Sometimes, the finest of Christians give courses 
that are completely secularistic, hum anistic, and de
void of a Biblical perspective. This happens all the 
time in the state schools, if Christian teachers are 
sensitive to the Supreme Court rulings. These born 
again teachers instruct without making the Bible the 
principal guiding force in their instruction. The con
tent of their courses is Cod,less, Christ-less and Bible
less: that is, the content is pagan. 

"What is true in the state schools can also be true 
in the Christian schools. The only difference is that 
in the government's schools the teachers are required 
to give pagan instruction, whereas in the Christian 
schools they are not. Yet, because of a lack of knowl
edge of how to teach in a Christian way, many Chris
tian school teachers are actually giving pagan instruc
tion in a Christian school. They do not intend to do 
so; they even want to teach Christianly; and they are 
certainly fine Christians. But the fact remains that 
their instruction is pSl-gan. 

In history classes, for example, some godly Chris
tian teachers are teaching facts, giving many dates, 
describing important past events, but all without a 
d istincti ve Christian perspective. The individual and 
societal events are not jl1dged in the light of God's 
revealed will. There is an opening prayer, a Christian 
atmosphere, a Christian teaching personali ty, but the 
instruction itself is pagan - it is not dominated by a 
Biblical perspective. 

In other words, as our title says: A Christian school 
teacher can be a pagan teacher. 

Dr. Edwin H. Palmer is Exeot,tive Secretary of the CommiUee 
of Bible Tru1IS"wlioll of the New York Bible Society. 



A DOUBLE SCHEME, OR TABLE 

CONTAINING, L.,\, THE FIRST COLUMN, 

The SINS most incident to the Members of particular Churches, plainly forb idden 
in the Word, and for which God sets Marks of his Displeasure on them. 

AND, IN TIiE SECOND, 

The DUTIES enjoined on them in the Scripture, in the conscientious Discharge 
whereof, they receive signal Fruits of his Favour. 

I . Sin. The first, and more geoeral sin of church 
members, is, a defect in their care and circumspection, 
to prevent all just offences to them that are w ithout: 
forbidden, Col. iv. 5. "Walk in wisdom towards them 
which are without." By a careless disregard of this 
Tule, we harden the wicked in their sins, bring guilt 
upon ourselves, and reproach upon the name and 
ways of God. 

n. Sin. The second , and morc particular sin of 
some churchmembers, is idleness, and neglect of their 
civil callings; against the express rule, 2 Thess. iii. 
11, 12. "There are some which walk among you dis
orderly, working not at all: Such we command and 
exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ, that with quietness 
they work, and eat their own bread." This brings 
poverty on themselves, and scandal on religion. 

Ill. Sin. The third sin is ta lebearing, and revealing 
the secrets of families, and persons; whence many 
strifes arise, to the cooling and quenching of mutual 
love; expressly forbidden, Lev. xix. 16. "Thou shalt 
not go up and down as a tale-bearer among thy 
people." And 1 Tim. v. 13. "Not only idle, but tattlers 
also, and busy-bodies, speaking things which they 
ought not." 

IV. Sin. The fourth sin is an easy credulity of 
private whispers, and rash censures thereupon. This 
we ought not to do against the meanest member. 
2 Cor. xii. 20. "Lest there be debates, envyings, 
wraths, strifes, backbitings, whisperings," &c. Much 
less against church-oITicers; 1 Tim. v. 19. "Against 
an elder receive not an accusation, but before two 
or three witnesses." This strikes at the bond of peace. 

V. Sin. Their fifth sin is in their neglect of Cod's 
ordinances upon slight diversions, when they are 
neither disabled by works of necessity, or mercy, 
contrary to H eb. x. 25. "Not forsaking the assembling 
of ourselves together, as the manner of some is." 
Trivial occas ions should divert no Christian from at
tending upon God's ordinances. 

VI. Sin. The sixth sin is a defect in zeal for God's 
ordinances, manifested in their dilatory attendance; 
cont rary to Psalm cxxii. l. "I was glad when they 
said unto me, let us go into the house of the Lord." 
And unsuitable to their first practice, Cal. iv. 5. 
"Where is then the blessedness?" &c .. 

VII. Sin. The seventh si n is irreverence, and want 
of seriousness under ordinances~ contrary to Psal. 
lxxxix. 7. "Cod is greatly to be feared in the assembly 

Reprinted from THE WOIIKS O~· JOHN FI.AVEL, Vol. V I, 7'1'. 586-
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1. Duty. Their first duty is, to be often together 
in acts of Christian communion. Mal. iii. 16. "Then 
they that feared the Lord, spake often one to an
other," &c. Such meeti ngs for prayers, repetit ion of 
sermons, and Christian conference, greatly conduce 
to mutual edification; wh ich is the principal inten 
tion of Christian fellowship, Eph. iv. 16. 

II . Duty. Their second duty is, to follow and back 
the great design of the gospel in the world, and 
therein assist the public ministry, by their private 
and prudent helping on the conversion of the carnal 
and careless world, Phil . iv. 3. "Help those women 
that laboured with me in the gospel, &c. For the 
Lord Jesus Christ's sake. and for the love of the 
Spirit, strive together with me," Rom. xv. 30. 

III. Duty. Their third duty is humble condescen
sion to the infirmities of their weaker brethren, and 
denying themselves in what they can, without sin, 
that they give them no offence. Rom. xv. 1. "We then 
that are strong, ought to be..--tr the infirmities of the 
weak, and not to please ourselves." And ver. 2. "Let 
everyone of us please his neighbour, for his good to 
edification." 

IV. Duty. Their fourth duty is to be exceeding 
tender of the church's unity, both in judgment, love, 
and practice; avoiding (as much as may be, and as 
far as the gospel rule allows) all causes and oc
casions of division and separation. Hom. xvi. 17. 
"Mark them which cause divisions and offences, and 
avoid them." And PhiL ii. I , 2. 'lf there be any 
consolation in Christ , &c. be ye like minded." 

V. Duhj- Their fifth duty is a respectful carriage 
towards the meanest Christian, and to have higher 
esteem of others than themselves. Externa l things 
make no difference with Christ; Rom. xii. 10. "In 
honour preferring one another." Gal. iii. 28. "Ye are 
all one in Christ Jesus." Yet a decorum is to be kept 
su itable to civi l differences ; Eph. v. 21. "Submitting 
yourselves to one another in the fear of God." 

VI. Dllty. Their sixth duty is, meekly to receive 
rcproofs from each other for their sins, especially 
when the matter is just, and the manner of deliver
ing it regular; Psa l. cx li . 5. «Let the righteous 
smite me, it shall be a kindness: And let him reprove 
me, it shall be an excelJent oil," &c. 

VII. Dll ty. Their seventh duty is, to com municate 
their spiritual stock of gifts, graces, and experiences, 
not interfering with public officers, nOr by sinful 



of the saints; and to be had in reverence of all that 
are round about him." And this is manifest in vain 
attires; 1 Cor. xi. 10. "The woman ought to have 
power on her head, because of the angels." And 
unseemly postures and gestures; Eccl. v. 1. "Keep 
thy foot when thou goest to the house of God; an4 
be more ready to hear, than to give the sacrifice of 
fools." 

V III . Sin. The eighth sin reproveable in them, is, 
the neglect of giving and taking due reproofs from 
each other; contrary to Lev. xix. 17. "Thou shalt in 
any wise rebuke thy neighbour, and not suffer sin 
upon him." And Christ's own rule, Matth. xviii. 15. 
"Co, and tell him his fault between thee and him 
alone." And so for taking reproofs, see Psal. cxli. 
5. "Let the righteous smile me," &c. 

IX. Sin. The ninth sin is, mutual strifes and 
anim osities, not seasonably and prudently composed 
among themselves, but scanda lously exposed to the 
view of the world ; contrary to the apostle's rule, 
1 Cor. vi. 5, 6. "Is there not a wise man among you, 
&c. Bllt brother goeth to law with brother, and that 
before the unbelievers? Now therefore, there is ut
terly a fault among you." 

X. Sin. The tenth sin is, the privateness of their 
spirits, centering too much in their own concerns; 
expressly condemned, Phi!. ii. 21. "All seek their own, 
not the things that are Jesus Christ's." And con
trary to scripture example, 2 Cor. xi. 29. "Who is 
weak, and I am not weak? Who is offended, and 
I burn not?" 

partiality including some, and excluding others (to 
whom it is as due, and who may have more need ) 
from the benefit thereof; 1 Pet. iv. 10. "As every man 
hath received the gift, even so minister the same one 
to another." 1 Tim. v. 21. "Observe these things, 
without preferring one before another, doing nothing 
by partiality." I 

VIII . Duty. Their eighth duty is, cheerfully to 
communicate their outward good things for the re
lief of their brethren; Heb. xiii. 16. "To do good, 
and to communicate, forget not." And the better 
to enable them hereunto, to be diligent in their 
callings; Eph. iv. 28. "Working with h is hands, that 
he may have to give to him that needeth." And 
especially to make comfortable provision for their 
ministers, not by way of courtesy, but duty; 1 Cor. 
ix. 14. ''Even so hath God ordained, That they which 
preach the gospel, shouJd live of the gospel." 

IX. Duty. Their ninth duty is, not only to relieve 
the distressed members of Christ, but to seek out, and 
visit them; to know their spiritual and temporal 
wants, in order to a full discharge of that duty; 
Jam. i. 27. "Pure religion, and undefiled before God 
and the Father, is This, to visit the fatherless and 
widows in their affliction," &c. 

X. Duty. Their tenth duty is, to put charitable 
constructions upon doubtful words and actions; and 
if either will admit a double sense always to take it 
in the fairest, according to the law of charity; 1 Cor. 
xiii. 7. "Charity beareth all things, believeth all 
things, hopeth all things, endureth an thin gs." And 
such a charity will defend and maintain church peace 
and unity. 

Six B ENEFITS of walking by these RULES. 

L Benefit. Strict and heedful attendan~ to these rules, will put a lustre 
upon religion before the world, and make it glorious in the eyes of such as 
now despise it. Tit. ii. 10. "Adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things." 
Which he here speaks, to encourage all to ordinate walking. 

II. Benefit. This will alIure and win the world over to Christ, and wonder
fully prospcr and further the design of the gospel. Phil. ii. 15, 16. "That ye may 
be b lameless and harmless the sons of God without rebuke, in the midst of a 
crooked and perverse nation, &c. That I may rejoice in the day of Christ, that 
1 have not run in vain, neither laboured in vain." 

III. Benefit. This will effectually stop the mouths of all detracting and 
blaspheming enemies of religion. 1 Pet. ii. 15. "For so is the will of God, that 
with well-doing, ye may put to silence the ignorancc of foolish men." 

IV. Benefit. This will eminently glorify God, which is the u ltimate end of 
our beings. Matth. v. 16. "Let your light so shine before men, that they may 
see your good works, and glOrify your Father which is in heaven." 

V. Bene#. This will fill the people of Cod (by way of evidence) with much 
inward peace. Cal. vi. 16. "And as many as walk according to this rule, peace 
be on them, and mercy upon the Israel of Cod." 

VI. Benefit. This will secure the presence of God with, and among us; whence 
results both the efficacy of ordinances, and the stability and glory of the churches: 
For Christ walks among the golden candlesticks, and threatens the churches, in 
case of defection from gospel rules, "to remove the candlestick out of his place, 
except they repent," Rev. ii. 1, 5. 



1969 AGENDA SYNOD 
ISN' IT TIME TO ALLOW LODGE MEMBERS 
INTO THE CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH ? 

The rumor has been around for a while that some 
people in the Christian Re formed Church were quite 
dissatisfied with the current position as to the essen
tial incompatibility of membership in oa th-hound, 
secret societies and membership in the church. In 
short, that position is one which our fathers took, 
guided by the Holy Spirit and prayer, when they ruled 
that it was not permissible to tolerate lodge member
ship within the church. 

The existing position is well-stated by the late Prof. 
r ... lartin Monsma in his standard work, The Revised 
Church Order Commentary (Zondervan, 1967 ) : 

It is the stand of our churches, by synodical con
clusion, that if it becomes manifest thai a mem
ber belongs to a secret, oathbollnd organization, 
he shall be disciplined . (Cf. General Rules, Art. 
55, 1881.) In harmony with this decision it is the 
duty of consistories "to put the question to those 
who desire to be received as members and ad
mitted to the Lord's Supper whether thcy bc lon~ 
to any SOCiety bound by oath or solemn vow.' 
(Cf. Acts 1867, Art. 15.) The implication is, of 
course, that those who do belong to a lodge 
are not to be admitted to the Lord's Table (p. 
295). 

But now we face OvertllTe No.6 3S found on page 
336 of the Agenda for the 1969 Synod. In it Classis 
Erie lets the cat out of the bag, so to speak, by asking 
"the synod of 1969 to study whether it is possible for 
a person to hold si multa neous church and lodge me m
bership." 

1 think that we ought not to he deceived by the 
form of the Lake Erie overture. If after almost a cen
tury of p resumed convict ion and incessant instruction 
on this point we aren't really convinced, then it is 
utterly inconceivable that we could possi bly conclude 
after "study" that it is not possible to be some kind of 
a lodge member and at the same time be a full -fledged, 
"in good. and regular sta nding" church member, and 
that in the Christian Reformed Church. In other 
words, I think that one can only read this overture 
as an attack upon the old position, and IIpon the 
entire view of the Christia n life which it represents. 

The Lake Erie overture is neither modest in length 
nor in substance. In more than 500 words it presen t~ 
an elaborate case for the requested study. The argu 
ment runs as fo llows: Lake Erie missionaries and min
isters are troubled by "the problem raised for them 
by the synodical decisions regard ing secret societies." 
This problem arises because people be~ng evangelized 
by these missionaries a nd ministers do not agree that 
"a religious com mitment is required of all lodge memo 
bers:' Such people feel that it is at least possibl e to 
continue membership "because of certain financial 
benefi ts (insurance, annu ities, etc.)," meanwhile ignor
ing the religious position of the lodge. After aU, 

"many lodges insist that lodge members must also be 
members of a church." Further, lodges arc not merely 
"religious" but also social, busi.ness and ph ilanthropic 
organizations. 

Reading this overture one cannot escape the q ues
tion, Just what is the problem that troubles Lake Erie? 

There would be many possible ways in whieh this 
might be described, I suppose. At the risk of appear
i.ng concessive, however, I'd like to try to imagine a 
typical sihlation in which a n evangelist meets up with 
this problem. A new family appears in the church 
selvices of a Sunday morning. They are neatly dressed, 
polite, drive a late model car, and, still more, are of 
a ready Christian testimony. They are fed lip with 
the modernism and liberalism of a nearby "main line 
church," and they are looking for a sound, Bible
believing, conservati ve church for use as their church 
horne. They speak glowi ngly of the quality of the 
catechism sermon they heard that morning, and the 
pastor is invited to ca ll at his earliest convenience. 

The moment for the mutually agreed upon pastoml 
call has arrived . Things inside the suburban spli t-level 
look even more impressive than could have been 
hoped for. The re is evidence of culture and ren ne
ment both in the appointments of the home itself and 
in the conversation of these prospective new members. 
The introductory exchanges go smoothly, the qu.estions 
of these people conce rning the doctrine and liturgy 
and program of the congregation are intelligen t and 
helpful. 

All counselling and personal work authorities urge 
one not to prolong such interviews, and so the elated 
emissary is readying himself to leave, "don't want to 
take too much of your time, you know." And then the 
question comes which spoils it all. "We were visited 
by the Lutheran pas tor once and he told us that his 
church doesn't allow lodge members the privil ege of 
communion . ] don't suppose your church has any 
narrow-minded rules like that?" 

YOli can fi ll in the rest. And you can imagine the 
disappointment of the missionary or minister as he 
makes his way back to the parsonage! 

Since I am unalterably opposed to any modification 
of the present CRC stand on lodge membership I am 
tempted to ignore the foct that the Lake Erie overture 
says a few good things and concedes many more. It 
grants "the inherent difficulty faced when someone is 
member of two organ izations which hold to conflict ing 
religious doctrines and principles." As a Classis there 
is no intention to say that we "condone lodge mem
bership (some might remcmber how much angu ish 
the word condone caused at the Synod of 1951 in con
nection with the chllTch's stand on worldly amuse
ments). It even declares, "'I'Ve also believe that the 
Masonic Lodge is a p roponent of a false religion." 

This just might ind icate what the reol, p ractical 
intent of the Overture is. Classis Lake Erie wants the 
Church to be instructed as to the difference between 
Masonry, and, say, the Benevolent Protective Order 
of the Elks, the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, 
etc. ete. It will all ow, up to a point, the current sta nd 
with respect to the Masonic order, but it can' t quite 



see the pOint in barring from church membership 
people who belong to the local Elks lodge in order to 
get an indoor swimming fac ility fo r their children, to 
get in on the social life of that organization and to 
become beneficiaries of its life insurance program. 
Not to mention the opportunity to support its laudable 
charitable ventures. Who can really criticize even the 
Shriner effort to help crippled children? We ought to 
be that noble! 

A few obvious comments are in order here. The 
first is that we can see from this that the task of bring
ing the true Gospel of the Reformed Faith to the 
nation is unbelievabl y difficul t. To be an effective 
evangelist in this end time is seemingly impossible. 
The second com men t is that if at all possible the 
wishes of those who are engaged in such work ought 
not only to be understood but honored. In other 
words, if it is Biblically possible to al ter our stand on 
the matter of lodge membership so as to relieve at 
least in part the difficulty of doing the task of domes
tic evangeli7.ation, let's do it! Whatever unnecessary 
baggage the Christian Reformed Church is carrying 
from the past into this fast moving, desperate Age 
ought to be junked. 

But now we must face the real question: Is it ac
tually advantageous to our witness to Christ to alter 
our stand with respect to lodge membership? Should 
we say that this area of life is outside the rightful 
supervision and concern of the Church? Should we 
say that each instance of lodge membership is to be 
taken on its own merits, and that the local congrega
tion has the autonomous right to decide for itself if 
it wishes to grant Communion T able privileges to 
affiliates of secret, oath-bound organizations? Or 
should we say that such people can be admitted to 
church membership provisionally, that is, in terms of 
an express or implied willingness to be instructed so 
that when their graduation to a level of greater spirit
ual maturity is reached they may be expected volun
tarily to leave thcir lodge membership behind? 

To all these questions I would sayan emphatic 
NO! 

My space here is limited , and so I'm going to con
centrate on what 1 think is the really disturbing, al
most heart-b reaking element in the Lake Erie over
ture. It is its apparent unawareness that it has adopted 
a view of religion which is absolutely irreconcilable 
with that which lies back of our current lodge mem
bership stand . Take note, if you will, of sentences 
such as these: 

If, however, the lodge were nothing more than 
a religious organization, the problem would not 
exist. 
In addition, we must recognize that the lodge 
does not exisl solely for its' religious activity. 
There are the social, business, and philanthropic 
aspects (italics mine, J.H.P.), as well. 

A neighboring pastor here in South Holland has 
in effect warned me that I'm not going to get my 
point across in this little piece because, he asser ts, 
the kind of thinking reflected in this overture has so 
completely overwhelmed the minds of so many today. 
I'm afraid that he is quite accurate in his diagnosis, 

but I'm still hoping that this will be the one time 
that everyone who deals with this overture officially 
or unofficially will see the point. 

You see, there is no such thing as "a religiOUS 
aspect" and "a business aspect" and "a philanthropic 
aspect" or "a social aspect" in human life. Or, perhaps 
better, one cannot speak of religion as , if it were a 
concept of the same d imension and the same character 
as these or any others. 

Because of the Reformation our fathers had re
learned that life is religion, and that you can discern 
an economic and an ethical and a social aspect , but 
all of these are known and exercised by God's image
bearers in obedience to or in rebellion against him. 
Lodge members must (that is why they are oath
bound!) do things ou t of a wrong principle, and they 
cannot allow their activities to be ventilated by pub lic 
scrutiny (for they insist upon an exclusivism which 
God's New Testament people surely cannot tolerate). 
The very last thing that a Christian church might 
tolerate, therefore, is the assertion that something is 
not religious in character, or that a particular religious 
expression may be ignored. 

And so the Christian Heformed Church continues 
to move toward crisis after crisis. Should it decide 
through its synodical delegates that here, too, the 
strict , old-fashioned, hard-to-get-along-with positions 
of the past are outmoded and ought to be set aside 
(in the interest of a greater effectiveness of evange
listic witness, of course1), please don't think that the 
issue is one of the difference between this or that 
kind of lodge, or between an old, narrow traditional
ism and a newer spiri t of outreach and concern "for 
others ." 

No, the depth of these repeated controversial oc
currences in the Church is far greater than any such 
consideration. That depth can only be plumbed if 
we ask this qucstion: Docs thc Church have to do 
merely with the religious aspect of life (in which area 
it can offer the expert services of highly educated 
leaders), or does the Church preach that Gospel \¥hich 
demands the radical conversion of all aspects of life 
to God , so that we can at least achieve the vision 
of total commitment to Jesus Christ, the Lord of all , 
the King of kings? JOHN H. PIERSMA 

Rev. 101m H. Pil!1'S11la is pastor of the Bethany Clir. Ref. 
Cllurch, South HoUand, IUinvis. 

SOCIETY CONTROL OF CALVIN COLLEGE 
Again the question of the relat ion between Calvin 

College and the Christian Reformed Church is raised 
for the Synod of 1969 by the overture of Classis 
British Columbia . Cf. Agenda, pp. 325 ff. 1 am sure 
that this question will continue to arise until such time 
that the church has the courage to solve the problem 
upon the basis of Biblical principle instead of tem
porary expediencies. I am sure that the present rela
tionship with its accompanying quota arrangements 
is a matter of concern for the churches in Canada 
but it is becoming more and more a matter of con
cerned discussion by the church in every part of our 
denomination. The church will not long be able 
to walk around this problem without running the risk 



of precipitating unilateral action on the part of one 
or more consistories and congregations. 

Classis British Columbia points up again that 
Synods have repeatedly declared that owni ng and 
operating a College is not within the purview of the 
definition and primary task of the church as institute. 
This fundamental principle need not be argued again. 
Synod of 1957 declared, "That the church has, how
ever, the derived (not inherent) right, and even duty, 
to perform functions related to, but not of the essence 
of, the primary task of the Church, whenever the well
being of the Ch urch and her members demands it. 
Times, places, conditions, and circumstances deter
mine this right." 

If thc times, placcs, conditions and circumstances 
now were such that no other way could be found 
for providing Christian higher education, then the 
present position of the denomination would have some 
validity at least at that point. The fact of the matter, 
however, is as plain as can be. There are other ways 
in which this Christian higher education can be 
provided. W ho can argue with the fact that Dart 
College is here in demonstration of the other and 
better way? Who can argue with the fact that 
Trinity Christian College is here in demonstration 
of the other and better way? Who can argue with 
the fac t that the Association for the Advancement 
of Christian Scholarship is here in demonstration of 
the other and better way? 

The times, places, conditions, and circumstances 
which gave rise to the present relationship are no 
longer the same. The evidence of this is written large 
and clear in Iowa, Chicago, and Toronto. It is time 
to see the evidence and act upon it. 

The continuation of the present arrangement 
hampers the building of the Kingdom in every place 
except Grand Rapids and western Ivlichigan. I am 
most concerned about the building of the Kingdom in 
Grand Rapids and western Michigan, but not at the 
expense of and to the detriment of the building of the 
Kingdom in all other areas of the denomination. We 
are no longer a one college denomination. There is 
obviously a competition in the fie ld . This is good. 
Fair competition never hurt anyone. No one should 
be afraid of competi tion which is fa ir and open, least 
of all Calvin College. 

The preliminary studies necessary to change the 
presen t relationship are long past due. They ought to 
be delayed no longer. 

REIN L EESTM.A 

Rev. Rein Leest.ma is pastor of the First Roseland Cllr. Ref. 
Church of Clzicago. 

SELECTIVE CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS 
An interesting and relevant problem is r:tised, by 

way of an appeal to Synod, concerning the war in 
Vietnam. In short, the question is: Maya Christian 
refuse to 6ght in Vietnam if he believes our country 
is wrong in being there? 

Instead of going into all the details of th is partic
ular appeal, it could be helpful to deal with this matter 
in general, for it is a real problem for many young 

men. And all Christians should be clear in their think
ing on the pertinent issue. 

1. There is no Bib lical basis for total conscientious 
objectors 
The Bible does not teach pacifism. It is not wrong 

to kill. As a matter of fact, the Bible does not even , 
say, 'Thou shalt not kill." That is not the sixth com
mandment. The very next chapter, Exodus 21, gives 
instructions when the Israelites should kill, such as in 
case of certain crimes. Moses had not suddenly lost 
his senses and contradicted himself in the short space 
of one chapter. The Berkeley version has captured 
the correct meaning of the sixth commandment when 
it translates it as, 1110u shalt not murder." It means: 
Thou shalt not kill out of a spirit of hatc and revenge. 
But it docs not forbid killing under all circumstances. 

In addition to Exodus 21 , which commands killing 
by society, we read of the command for capital pun
ishment in Genesis 9:6, "Whoso sheddeth man's blood, 
by man shall his blood be shed; for in the image of 
Cod made he man." 

And Romans 13 tells us that a government wields 
the sword as the minister of God. As a vicar of God 
it has the authority to have police and armies. 

Often it is objected that Christ told us to love our 
enemy and to turn our other cheek. Therefore, they 
say, a Christian should never go to war. 

Such reasoning is unbiblicaJ and pernicious. In 
Matthew 5 Jesus is speaking about an ethic for in
dividuals. They should always have a spirit of love, 
and not a spirit of hate and revengc. Jesus was not 
speaking about governments, which have the author
ity and duty to carry out justice. Matthew 5 does not 
cancel out Romans 13. One concerns a personal, in
dividual situation; the other, a societal, governmental 
situation. 

So, no young man should have the slightest com
punction about serving his country either as a police
man or a soldier. Thank Cod that he gave the sword 
to the government. It would be hell without it. 

But if a person (Christian or not) still believes be
fore God that it is immoral and sinful to kill, even in 
the line of duty for his coun try, then the Christian 
should never try to force him to violate his conscience. 
Such a person should be required to serve his country 
in some non-combative way. 

2. There is a Biblical basis for selective conscientious 
objectors 
Adolf Eichmann should have been one. He should 

have refused to gas countless numbers of Jews. 
The German Christians in World War II should 

have refused to kiJI the Dutchmen, Czechs, I)oles, 
Frenchmen and Britishers. I t was sinful to try to 
conquer sovereign European nations, and then murder 
millions of Jews, and non-Jews who resisted. 

A Christian mllst obey his government in all things, 
except when it commands him to sin, such as killing 
babies (Jochebed), not praying (Daniel), bowing down 
to idol!f (Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego), and not 
preaching (Peter and John). 

In this same vein, if the U.S. government is a hor
rible aggressor, indiscriminately and continually drop-



ping napalm bombs on civilians; if the U.S. is trying 
militarily to make South Vietnam a 51st state; if the 
U.S. and South Vietnam arc really so brutal that all 
the newspapers are duped when they say that over a 
million people have fled North Vietnam, and as a 
matter of fact they all went to North Vietnam; if 
Presidents Eisenhower, Kenned y, Johnson and Nixon 
have the same political goals as the vicious, atrocious 
human-butcher Ho Chi Minh; if all, or any of the 
often-repeated above charges are true, then, certainly 
a Christian has a solemn moral obligation to refuse to 
be drafted. 

But, if for one do not believe for a moment that 
the above charges can be substantiated . I believe that 
a person is extremely naive (to put it mildly) if he 
believes such accusations. But, if he has carefully and 
thoroughly studied the issues (not just in a superficial 
way), and sincerely comes to some of the above con
clusions, then, he has the Biblical duty to be a selec
tive conscientious objector. 

3. A nation has a Biblical obligation to try to help 
defenseless nations. 
In our daily press we hear almost nothing about 

the Biblical reason for our being in Vietnam. The most 
we hear is that it is for self-defense: the domino the
ory. If it is a matter of self-defense - and our gov
ernment avers it is - then the Christian does have a 
right and duty to defend his nation. (And the Chris
tian must be very careful before setting himself up as 
more knowledgeable than our Presidents and their 
cabinets.) 

But where do we hear what the 1939 Christian 
Reformed synod so admirably and clearly set forth , 
when it said: "The solemn duty which the Christian 
has to exert himself to the utmost in behalf of peace 
and the peaceful settlement of con Ricts and disputes, 
should at no time be used to cancel his equally solemn 
duty to defend his country against the attack of the 
aggressor, to protect the weak in the international 
famil y from the wanton assault of the strong " 
(p . 241-242)1 

Or again, "And in the sphere of national and inter
national relations it should be remembered that gov
ernment is divinely instituted precisely for this protec
tive purpose, viz., to maintain justice and to protect 
the weak from the strong" (p. 243). 

A nation does have a solemn international obliga
tion to protect to the utmost of his ability (and one 
nation cannot police the whole world) helpless victims 
of brutal aggression. This Christian motive, and not 
only self-defense, should be one of the strongest 
reasons we are involved in Vietnam. 

But instead of hearing about this, we hear chiefly 
the selfish , isolationistic plea for America to withdraw 
to its impregnable (?) fortress , and let our fellow na
tions go to destruction. E])WIN H . PALMF.:!I 

ON THE PROPOSED FORM Of BAPTISM 
D ear George, 

You remember we talked about the new form for 
the baptism of infants fo und in the Agenda for Synod. 
I thought I would try to clarify my thinking on it, 

ask you to think along with me, and so perhaps come 
to some conclusions. I believe that the committee 
should be commended for its effort during the last 
five years because the form of baptism which is pro
posed shows a good deal of thought. 

I wonder, however, why the committee has ". 
tried to limit the didactic function of ~e form ... " 
when our Lord told us explicitly to be didactic; 
" ... teaching them to observe all that I have com
manded you." Matt. 28: 20. It seems to me that this 
moment of most dramatic sacramental illustration is 
the precise time to be didactic. 

'What do you think about the recasting of the 
traditional vows? You said that they were "Different 
... " which was a correct appraisal. But do you think 
that such a re-casting ought to abandon the basic 
idea of original sin found in the old form in the words, 
" . our children though conceived and born in sin 
and therefore subject to all manner of misery"? I don't 
read Genesis 3 and Question 2 of our Heidelberger 
in the new proposed vow of the new form and it is 
a cardinal point. "Yea, to condemnation itseU . .. " is 
also left out and that means that the tremendously 
powerful idea of hell is bypassed . Why was this done? 

I feel that the new form is so lacking in specifics 
that it has been broadened and generalized out of 
much content. 

Then too, "Proclaimed in the Gospel ... " is not, I 
believe, a good substitute for the specific gospel, 
"which is contained in the Old and New Testament." 
T don't think that we ought to be so broad and general 
in this age of easy definition. Why not let the people 
hear us say exactly what we mean? And what's wrong 
with confessing, " ... and in the articles of the Chris
tian fa ith"? Are we not sure of these any more? 

Would you be afraid to say, " ... to be the true 
and complete doctrine of salvation ... and taught here 
in this Christian church . ."? I wouldn'tl You men
tion the ecumenical spirit of the age: it sounds to me 
that this part of the new form tries to be so general 
that it would be acceptable to almost any "Christian" 
as defined by that ecumenical spiri t. 

Again, I want to promise before God to instruct 
my child "as soon as he is able to understand ... ," for 
that to me means prayer over my new born infant 
and singing the Christian cradle songs very early in 
life as well as Christian Education. Why omit to 
teach " ... the afore-said doctrine. ."? If there is 
anything children and new converts need it is in
doctrination. As a former home missionary, I would 
insist on the retention of this phrase. 

Many more things could be said, for I felt too that 
we could have had some changes. But the proposed 
are too fundamental and too far reaching. I hope our 
synod studies this matter carefully for a year or two, 
that it is vigorously discussed in our church papers, 
and only then permit its trial usage. The form and 
doctrine of baptism are too important for anything 
less. 

What do you think, George? 

Reo. Vogeblllg 
Lansing, In. 

Your pastor, 
is pastor of the First Chr. 

N. VOGELZANC 
Ref. Church of 



THE PASTOR AND THE PRAISE BOOK 
DICK l. VAN HAlSEMA 

T HE PASTOR in a Christian Reformed congrega
tion has many responsibilities. Chief among his 

duties is the preparation for public worship t""ice each 
Lord's Day. We thank God that pastor and people 
continue to regard the preaching of God's inspired, 
infallible Word as the heart of the worship service. 

Because the ministry of the Word is central in 
Christian public worship, everything said and done in 
a service mllst p romote this central activity. Prayers, 
readings from Scripture, songs. and all other parts of 
the service aTC planned with the special message for 
that service in mi nd. Sometimes, of course, the pastor 
is pressed for time. Rightly, priority is given to ser
mon preparation; but too often the other elements are 
considered only briefly and included hastily. 

The deadline of a weekly bulletin may suggest 
that careful preparation of the entire worship service 
is futile for the pastor who has two services to conduct 
every week. Under such pressures, everything in the 
service other than the sermon tends to be regarded 
actually as part of the "preliminaries" - as these stages 
of the liturgy were called until recently. We have 
come to realize, however, that all of the "prelim
inaries" must be completed before the pastor enters 
the pulpit. Everything that takes place from the 
salutation to the benediction is important and all must 
serve the ministry of the Word. 

One of the pastor's first steps in preparation for 
public worship should be to spend more time with the 

Dr. Van lIaLrema is C/ Chrirtian Refonned minister presently 
serving as President of the Re/ormetl RiMe lnstitute, Grun(l 
Rnpku, Michigan.. lie served 10 years as secretary of the 
committee which compiled tile Centcmlial Edition of the 
P SALTER H YMNAL, and recently pre/Jllred tile revised I NDEX 
0 1' T OI' ICs. 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
NEEDED 

Due to program expansion the 
Calvinist Cadet Corps (a division 
of United Calvinist Youth) needs 
an Executive Director. The execu
tive director should be capable of 
promoting and editing the cadet 
program. 
A KNOWLEDGE OF THE CADET 

PROGRAM IS ESSENTIAL 

Send applications to: 
CALVINIST CADET CORPS 

Box 7244, Gnlnd Rapids, Michigan 49510 
Affention : Mr. Arie Verkaik 

official praise book of his church - the Psalter H ymnal 
in the Christian Reformed denomination. This volume 
is almost a closed book to many pastors. They lise 
their favorite songs regularly, the li turgical forms 
occasionaUy, and the several indices rarely. I imagine 
that most ministers wonder why they should bother 
at all with something like a metrical index! 

TIle pastor who begins to spend more time with 
the praise book will want to know it better. He will 
begin to read all of the psalm settings and all of the 
hymns in the privacy of his study to increase his fa
milia ri ty with them. He will adopt a plan by which, 
in due course of time, the congregation will sing every 
number in the bookl I know from personal experience 
as a pastor that the entire Psalter Hymnal easily can 
be sung within a three-year span of services in the 
local church. Has this been tried systematically in 
your church? 

As the pastor gets to know the praise book better, 
he will realize that much formality in worship can 
be avoided by a wise change of hymns sung as 
response. Not too long ago there were many con
gregations which knew practically no doxology other 
than "Praise Cod, from Whom All Blessings Flow," 
no other parting hymn than "May the C race of Christ, 
Our' Savior." Actually, the Psalter H ymnal is full of 
psalms and hymns which can be used, as many pastors 
have realized, giving a virtually unlimited store of 
stanzas for the opening of worship, songs of penitence, 
doxologies, and closing verses. Has there been variety, 
carefu lly planned, in the selection of such songs in 
your church? 

~...Juch benefit flows from close consultation be· 
tween pastor and organist - not just with respect to 
"special music" (perish the term! ), but in planning 
the use of songs frolO Lord's Day to Lord's Day. 11)c 
musically-gifted pastor may contribute much to the 
organist's appreciation for the importance of song 
selection, while the pastor not particularly skilled 
in music will ga in much from an experienced organ ist's 
suggestions. Whatever the case, the pastor is respon
sible for setting the goals which should guide the 
music in public worship and he should study to work 
them out in consultation with the organist(s). Has 
there been this kind of cooperation and consultation 
in your church? 

An y comment 011 the liturgical part of the Psalter 
Hymnal lies outside the scope of my present article, 
but [ would like to add a few words about the index 
section at the beginning of thc praise book. The pastor 
will appreciate reviewing the brief Preface, which 
gives the history of praise book development in the 
Christian Reformed Church. The Statement of Prill-
ciple for Music in tile Church will furnish ideas for 
discussion between pastor and music committee, or 
pastor and organist(s ), or even for a timely sennon 



bascd on a Scripture passage about the praise of God 
by his people. 

The Index of Scriptural References in Hymns is 
brief. but it IS worth consulting when songs must be 
chosen for the next Lord's Day - especially when the 
pastor is just getting acq uaintcd with Psalter H ymnnl 
resources. A new, revised Index of Topics has been 
made available in mimeographed form and may be 
requested from the Christian Reformed Publishing 
House, 2850 Ka lamazoo Avenue, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
49508. The revised index is simpler to use and marc 
comprehensive in its listings. 

The three references which follow next - Index of 
Authors, Index of Composers, and A/plwbetical Index 
of Tunes, may be of only occasional value, but the 
pastor will Snd many practical uses for the M. etrical 
Index of Tunes. Despite the time-honored association 
between text and tune, as printed for each song, the 
pastor often may find a more felici tous combination 
of melody and verse by consulting this index. For 

example, at Easter the exuberant text of Psalter 
H ymnal 360, "Alleluia! Alleluia! Hearts to heaven and 
voices raise," may evoke a new involvement when an
nounced to the tune of selection 301. Both 301 and 
360 have the same metrical pattern - expressed by the 
combination of numbers printed just unde r the song 
title at the top of the page. The metrical index enables 
a pastor or organist to "match" tunes and texts to 
suit the occasion. (Of course, this must not be done 
for the sake of novelty, but proper usc may help 
create interest in the singing part of public worship.) 

More can be said about the pastor's part in pre· 
paring the musical portion of the Sunday service. I 
hope, however, that we realizc the wonder of it all 
that the Almighty Cod shou ld be pleased to redeem 
sinners and call them into his presence with singing! 
This part of our commu nion with the Lord and with 
one anothcr, as members of Christ's church, can be 
cultivated - and much depends upon the pastor's lise 
of the praise book. 

PROt lESSOR KUITERT AND THE DUTCH RELIGIOUS PRESS 
M. H. WOUDSTRA 

THIS IS THE SECOND and last of a series of 
articles which seek to inform the reader about 

recent Dutch reactions to the writings of Dr. H. M. 
Kuitert, Professor of Systematic Theology at the Free 
University of Amsterdam. Professor Kuitert delivered 
a number of lectures before the Christian Reformed 
Ministers' Institute in Grand Rapids last year. This 
gavc wider publicity to his views although thesc views 
had a lready been commented on in articles in TORCH 
AND TIIUMPET and elsewhere prior to his coming. 

1. Should Diffi cult Passages Be Harmonized? 
Professor Kuitert, in a recent publication of his en

titled Understandest Th Oll What Thou Readest, sets 
forth some of the considerations which in his opinion 
shou ld guide us in the I'eading of the Bible. In this 
connection he raises the question of those Bible pas
sages which have long been recognized as presenting 
certa in difficulties of harmonization to the reader. By 
way of example he points to passages such as II 
Kings 15:7, whcre one reads that Uzziah (Azariah) was 
buried with his fathers , wh ile in II Chronicles 26:23 
it appears that because Uzziah was a lepe r he was not 
buried in the grave of his fathers bllt right next to it. 
Attention is also ca lled to I Kings 9: 11 where Solomon 
gives cities to Hiram, wh ile in II Chronicles 8:2 Hiram 
seems to be giving citics to Solomon. Moreover, in 
II Samuel we read that David killed Goliath, in II 
Samuel 21:19 it is Elhanan who slew him, but in I 
Chron icles 20:5 Elhanan is said to have killed not 
Goliath but the brother of Goliath, l achmi. Kuitcrt 
concludes from such instanccs that the Bihle did not 

"of. H. Woudstrn, Prof. of Old Testament, Ga/oin Seminory, 
Grand Ropids, Michigan. 

intend to tell us always what really happened. 
Kuitert's critics point out the fo llowing: 
1) Kuitert presents an exaggerated view of whal 

orthodox believers have held with respect to the Scrip
ture's pervasive reliability and infall ibility. Orthodoxy 
does not hold that the Biblical record is always precise 
to the very last detai l. A comparison between Mat
thew 19:17 and Mark 10:18 makes it clear that Jesus' 
words are not always reported with exhaustive preci· 
sion. This has long been recognizcd. \Vhy, then, does 
Kuitert set up a caricature in his attempt to argue (01' 

his viewpoint? 
2) Kuitert expresses a proper concern that the 

Bible's main message be correctly grasped. That 
message deals with Jesus Christ. Bllt this con· 
cern leads him to a reduction of revelation and 
prompts him to make light of attempts to harmonize 
diHicult passages. While Kuitert does not wish to 
declare all the historical reports of the Bible to be 
just a subjective expression of the church's faith, as 
is done by BIIlhnann, he nevertheless concentrates the 
canon of Scripture so narrowly in Jesus Christ and his 
resurrection that the totality of Scripture is lost sight 
of. The whole Bible is Cod's Word, thus B. Wcntscl, 
a former fraternal delegate of the Gereformeerdc 
Kerken to the Synod of the Christian Reformed 
Church. Tn order to know Christ we must also know 
of the appearance of the Angel of the LORD to Israel 
in the desert as well as to Balaam in the story of the 
ass. To belicve in Christ means to belicve in a series 
of coherent facts and truths of revelation. Revelation 
is not jllst a disclosure of facts but also of words. 
Kuitert's revelation-concept is too much determined 
by act-revelation. 

10" ,. , , . 



3) Harmonization is not quite so bad a word as 
Kuitert deems it to be. It is not a forcing of the text 
to make it say what it never was intended to say. 
When historical data appear to contradict each other 
it is proper to attempt a solution. But not all cases 
can be solved with equal ease, thus J. Vlaardinger
broek in Veluws Kerkblad. Dr. J. Schelhaas, writing 
in W (Ulrheid en Eenhcid, likewise accepts the method 
of harmonization and suggests his solutions to the 
problems mentioned by Kuitert. 

2 . Scripture's Authority 
This leads us to what Kuitert writes about the 

authority of Scripture. Kuitert is afraid of what he 
calls an "empty authority." By this he means that 
we must accept the authority of this Scripture, that is, 
the Scripture which deals with Jesus Christ. Faith is 
not aimed at certain views concerning Scripture but 
it is aimed at him of whom the Scriptures testify 
(John 5,39). 

Kuitert warns us not to believe "in Adam and 
Eve." A Christian is he who confesses with the mouth 
that Jesus is the Lord and who believes with the heart 
that God has raised him from the dead (Romans 10:9). 

Kuitert's critics point out the following: 
1) We have always known that the Bible had a 

core and that this core was Jesus Christ. We never 
had trouble considering someone a Christian who 
could not accept certain things in the Bible as long as 
he believed in Jesus as his Savior. We only considered 
such a person to be less than Reformed and did not 
approve of his attitude toward the Bible. A mere 
acceptance of everything which the Bible contains 
does not make someone a Christian without a personal 
faith in Jesus Christ. 

2) Kuitert separates what belongs together. He 
divides between content and form. One would think 
that Kuitert's emphasis on the heart and core of the 
Bible would make everything in the Bible very im
portant. Instead one gets the impression that with 
Kuitert all the rest of the Biblc becomes less im
portant. Kuitert's concentration becomes a reduction, 
thus Vlaardingerbroek. This is the same emphasis as 
is made by Wentsel. 

3) There is indeed a danger of making the Bible a 
Koran-type book. The Mohammedan Koran was 
thought to have been dropped ready-made from 
heaven. This is not the view we must have of Scrip
ture. Reformed theologians of the past have warned 
us against this sort of view. Nevertheless, thus 
Wentsel, the material contents of Scripture leads to a 
collection of words, writings, and letters. It results in 
a book with lines, with pages and a cover. I may say 
therefore, God's Word lies on this table. I can say this 
next to the affirmation of the incarnation of the Word. 
Wentsel considers it incorrect when Ku itert out of a 
reaction against a "koranizing" of the Bible begins to 
separate the form and content of the Bible from each 
other. There is, thus Wentsel, something offensive in 
the fact that it has pleased God to save people by 
means of the confrontation with a collection of writ
ings. But this is nevertheless the way it is. 

4) Kuitert carries on a polemic against an unen
lightened, fundamentalist use of Scrip ture. But the 
Refonned use of Scripture has not been of that sort. 

3. Paul on Adam's Sin 
Kuitert has argued that one does not need to take 

Paul's words concerning Adam's first Sin as presented 
in Romans 5 at face value. Paul was only adjusting 
himself to an accepted Jewish approach to the his
toricity of Adam and Eve. At this point he need not 
be taken seriously any longer. 

Kuitert's critics have the following to say: 
1) Why try to force Paul to conform to Jewish ap

proaches to Scripture at this point? If one were con
vinced that modern science no longer allows us to 
believe in an historical Adam, would it not be more 
honest to say: we can no longer believe this, instead 
of making Paul into a rabbinical teacher? At this 
point Wentsel, whose opinions I here discuss, makes 
it very clear that he, for one, is unable to accept the 
scientific claims concerning the origin of man as cor
responding to actual fact. But he does feel that it 
would be more honest for one like Dr. Kuitert to say 
openly that this part of Scripture can no longer be 
accepted. 

2) The tendency is today to consider science more 
or less inspired. What is forgotten is that science itself 
is often motivated by philosophical presuppositions 
and ideas, and these are often quite un-Biblical. 

3) If Romans 5 is showing influence of rabbinical 
teaching why, then, stop at this chapter? Is perhaps 
all of Paul's treatment of the doctrine of justification a 
fruit of rabbinical thought? But Paul must be seen 
first of all as instrument of the Spirit. To be sure, he 
used the theologies current in those days. But the 
form which Paul uses closely depends on his contents. 
Paul, moreover, is not just a theologian. H e was 
specially called by Christ to supplement and to ex
plain what up till then lacked clarity in Christ's min
istry. To accentuate the rabbinical influence in Paul's 
writing, as is done by Kuitert, might make Paul's 
authority as an apostle null and void . 

The above are just a few of the many things that 
are being said and written in Dutch church papers 
today. Anyone who is at all aware of what previous 
generations of Biblical scholars such as Geerhardus 
Vos, B. B. Warfield and others have written will not 
find anything new in our comments and criticisms. 
The value of these criticisms does not first of all lie in 
their newness. Their value lies in thc fact that also 
today these well-known things are being said in de
fense of the Scriptures. 

In the meantime we should all recognize that the 
doctrine of Scripture continues to be of crucial im
portance for the development of a sound and up-to
date theology for the late twentieth century. May the 
result of recent challenges to accepted doctrine be a 
renewed consideration of what Reformed theology 
has thus far believed in order to examine and test this 
theology as to its adequacy in meeting the problems of 
the modern day. For ultimately it is not theology as 
such but the Bible itself before which every mouth 
shall be stopped. 
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TORCH 
AND 

TRUMPET 
HONORED 

The TORCH AND TRUMPET has been a member of 
the Evangelical Press Association for only one year. 
Yet at the annual con'lcntion of the EPA, held on 
May 12-14 in Grand Rapids, the TORCH AND TRUMPET 

received two significant UW:lrds. The first award was 
received in the category called "Higher Goals in 
Christian Journalism." TonCH AND T RUMl'ET received 
F1RST place in the two-color cover; category with the 
entry of the February, 1969 cover entitled, "What's 
Wrong with Preaching Today?" The cover was 
designed by i\~r. Wayne Dc Jonge who has been doing 
the layout and design for TORCH AND TRUMPET for the 
past year. Wayne is artist and designer for The Board 
of Publications of the Christian Reformed Church, and 
a free-lance deSigner. The judge in this particular 
category, Mr. John L. Sellers, vice-president and cre
ative dircctqr of-"-Les Hart Agency, Chicago, wrote 
regarding the entry of TORCH Ar.'D TRU~U'ET, "One of 
the most challenging situations a designer is faced 
with is that of budget limitations that require him to 
produce a two-color cover that doesn't look like a 
low budget job. The designer of TORCH AND TflUM'.PET 

has met the challenge admirably. Sensitive typography 
and exceptional usc of screens within the color limita
tions imposed result in a cover that would be out
standing by any measure. TORCH AND TRUMPETS covcr 
compares favorably with any cover treatment to be 
found on any magazine produced in America today, 
regard less of budget." 

The second award was received in the category 
called "Periodical of the Year Award Contest." Each 
of the 79 periodicals entered in this contest is placed 
into one of eight different categories depending on 
its purpose and emphasis. TORCH AND TRUMPET en
tered this contest in the "General" category. It received 
a SECOND place tie with Eternity magazine in this 
contest. Commenting on the journalistic effectiveness 
of TORCH AND TRUMJ 'ET, one of the judges in th is con
test, Dr. Clyde S. Kilby of Wheaton College, wrote, 
"TORCH AND TRUMPET immediately strikes one as a 
periodical of clear, sharp ai ms and the full and careful 
attention to carry them out. The writing is excellent, 
and in fact I am greatly impressed with the magazine. 
It obviously assumes a pretty high quality of reader." 

T OROI A N D Tnu MPJ:,' also received a 'W orthy of 
Display" award for the cover of the May-June, 1968 
issue under the title, "Who Was Martin Luther King?" 

Even though these acclaims are satisfying, it is 
even more rewarding to note that the cause of con
servative, Biblical journalism is being recognized by 
noted authorities in the field of Christian journalism. 
It is to be hoped that TORC,II AND TRUMP ET and Re
formed Fellowship, Inc. will continue the kind of 
format and writing that has won for it these honors 
from the Evangelical Press Association. 

H ENRY V ANOEN HEUVEL 



THE GENERATION LAP 
There seems to be a common 

misconception abroad concerning 
the disturbances on our university 
campuses. It is the notion that the 
d isturbances are generated by 
young people who have been 
"turned off" by the values of their 
parents. Recent studies as to the 
origins of the activists show that 
this is not the case. 

The hard core of the S.O.S., for 
example, is not made up of those 
who are repudiating the idea .. of 
their parents. These agitators have 
been what Professor Albert H. 
Hobbs of the University of Penn
sylvania calls "The Red Diaper 
Babies." They are not repudiating 
the politica l ideals of their parents. 
111ey had the Daily Worker as their 
swaddli ng clothes. They had Marx
ism mixed with their pabulum. 
Their ideas are more an overlap of 
those of their parents than any kind 
of innovation. They do not stand 
in revolt against that which they 
learned whi le still in their rompers. 

A generation gap might be rep
resented by the son of a Calvinist 
minister turning evolutionistic nat
uralist wi th hopes of the perfec
tionability of man. It might be 
represented by the son of a "free 
enterprise" businessman turning 
champion of welfarism and govern
ment ownership. By contrast, Bet
tina Apthetker, one of the early 
troublemakers at Berkeley, is the 
daughter of Com munist theorist , 
t~erbert Apthetker. Stoughton Lynd 
is the son of leftist sociologist 
parents, Robert and Helen Lynd. 
Mark Rudel is the son of Mrs. Jacoh 
Rudd who pOints with pride to the 
revolutionary activities of her boy. 

Three swall ows don't make a 
spring, but in his book, Young 
Radicals, Kenneth Kenitson further 
negates the idea of a generati onal 
revolt. Concerning young activists 
he writes, "Each of those inter
viewed was brought up in a family 
whose core values were fully con
gruent with his radica l activities" 

(p. 113). Jonathan Glazer in his ar
ticle, "The Jewish Hole in Activ
ism," Fortune, January, 1969, hav
ing studied the Jewish activists at 
the University of Chic.'lgo, COIl 

cludes that sixty per cent of their 
parents were highly "liberal" or 
"socialists." 

Most univerSity and college ad
ministrators admit that there are 
conditions that call for some change. 
They a lso recognize the righ t of 
peaceful protest. The objections to 
the weaknesses of the "multiver
sity"as expressed early in the Berke
ley troubles were valid. Very soon, 
however, the activists led this in to 
a "'free speech" campaign in which 
room had to be made for four letter 
obsceni ties and the violation of 
previous standards of decency. 
Thereafter, ac t i vi s m centered 
around Black Studies, objections to 
R.O.T.c., Marine recruiting, Dow 
Chemical recruiting and thc tics 
which the universities have with 
defense research. 

'When one learns that the heroes 
of the S.O.S. activists are Mao Tse· 
tung, Ho Chi Minh and Che Gue
vara, then one begins to suspect 
the sincerity of the ir espousal of 
causes associated with orderly 
change. They come across more as 
hard core revolutionaries who have 
a revolution that goes about look
ing for a cause. By attach ing them
selves to the various causes they 
beguile the unsuspecting less radi
cal students, as well as some faculty 
dissidents. 

The campus activists resemble 
Mao's Red Cuards. They may yet 
give as much trouble to their lib· 
eral progenitors. Thinking liberals 
are beginning to fear that they may 
not be able to inveigle their dis· 
ruptive monster to return to its 
cage. What was to be a new breed 
of democrat (they use the S.D.S. 
label) t UI'llS out to be a new breed 
of totalitarian. 

Amidst all the disturbance there 
stands the shame that a large num
ber of students and faculty ha"e 
not seen through the tactics and 
aims of the activists. Some have 
unwittingly or otherwise become 
[h'lrt of the vanguard. Professor 
Herbert Marcuse of San Diego, 
Ca lifornia, while drawing his salary 
from tax money, proposes the with-

drawal of toleration of free speech 
and assembly from groups and 
movements which promote aggres
sive policies, armament, chauvin
ism (ordinary patriotism is now 
chauvinism), discrim ination on the 
grounds of race and religion, or 
which oppose the expansion of 
public service.<;, social security, 
medkal care, elc. In other words, 
all those who would not follow the 
line of thorough-gOing socialism 
and welfarism should be silenced. 
Activists hardly need more en
couragement than that. 

Sidney Hook, professor of philos
ophy at New York University, 
wrote perceptively in the April is
sue of the Saturday Review when 
he said, "The Trojan Horse in 
American higher education is the 
rickety structure of doctrinaire 
thought that shelters tlle S. D.S. 
even when it takes official respon
sibility for violent actions, gives it 
a free field fo r operation, retreats 
before the politics of confrontation, 
and eitller shrinks from applying 
fairly and firmly the rules of reason 
that should bind the academic 
community, or interprets them as 
if they had no more restraining 
force in times of crisis than ropes 
of sand." 

The secular academic community 
has so espoused academic freedom 
that it feels that it cannol take any 
absolutes to its bosom without 
being guilty of an adulterous as
sociation. W hat kind of chain did 
Professor Hook expect to be forged 
on our secular campuses where all 
is relative and no one dares to say, 
"This is it. This must stand." Cou ld 
he expect anything but a chain of 
sand? 

On a recent .\leet The Press tele
cast, President Pusey of Harvard 
deplored the fac t that legislators 
are beginning to think in terms of 
a "get tough" attitude to\vards cam
pus violence. He argued that in 
spite of the fact that the campus 
com munity wrongly lent support to 
the radical activists, the solutions 
should come from the campus com
munity. But who is to protect the 
invested, to say noth ing of the 
vested, interests of the public? Who 
is to initiate when those who 
should call the shots fall into the 
trap of decision by indecision? Who 



is to protect the public interests 
overagainst administrators like 
President Perkins of Cornell? 

The Spock babies now sporting 
beads, beards and bare feet have 
come back to plague liS with the 
relativism which we rehearsed in 
their ears ever since their last baby 
burp. We sowed the wind and now 
we are reaping the whirlwind. We 
wanted the relativism of complete 
tolerance. Some of our offspring 
have opted for complete intoler
ance. We don't like it. Where do 
we go from here? 

"The world doesn't need more 
dictatorships" as w. Stanford Reid 
suggests (Christianity Today, May 
8, 1969). This seems to be the direc
tion of the hard core activists. Dr. 
Reid continues, "Nor does it need 
amoral, humanistic democracy. It 
needs to have the Church once 
again call men back to repentance 
for their sins. Men must recognize 
that they are under Cod's judgment 
for their rebellion." Perhaps, the 
present campus violence constitutes 
part of that punishment. However, 
we need only read the book of 
Nahum to understand that this does 
not excuse the violence and rapac
ity of those by whom God's judg
ments come. 

The Christian student on the 
secular campus seems to be caught 
in a dilemma. Either he must join 
the forces of destruction or he 
must defend the establishment: an 
establishment which is capable on
ly of such a metamorphosis as can 
take place within the limits of its 
own bra nd of hu manistic re lativ~ 
ism. Neither choice is a li ve option 
for the Christian. The prophet 
Isaiah pointed to the only alterna
tive in a few summary words. "To 
the law and to the testimony; if 
they speak not according to this 
word there is no light in them" 
(8:20). NTCl( VAN TIL 

Prof. Nick Van Til is Profe.·,s(}T of Philos_ 
ophy at Dort College, Siol/x Center, 
Iowa. 

REFORMED MINISTERS' INSTITUTE 
It used to be that ministers could 

annually go to the Christian Re
~omled Ministers' Institute and be 
re-stimulated along Biblical, Re
formed lines. Solid lectures by 
Reformed scholars on a wide range 

of subjects gave the ministers new 
food for thought. I t was most 
valuable. 

But now, it is popular to get 
scholars who may rip apart the 
Bible, as last year's lecturer, Dr. 
Kuitert (although he thought he 
was honoring the Bible), or to get a 
film , such as The Pawnbroker for 
this year's institute. Now there is 
nothing wrong in hearing an un
reformed professor or a Catholic 
theologian, or seeing a film, such as 
The Pawnbroker - in fact, The 
Pawnbroker is a fascinating enter
tainment and study - but ministers 
can see it in the local movie house 
(or, if they are chicken, on TV two 
years later). But the precious time 
of a Ministers' Institute ought to be 
taken up by something more con
structive and stimulating than we 
have been having for the last 
couple of years. 

It is important that ministers be 
aware of what is going on in the 
world of divergent thought, but, 
after sl1ch presentations, they need 
some guidance along Reformational 
lines in order to evaluate them 
properly. As it is, this observer 
heard too many ministers naively 
think that Dr. Kuitert's latest fad 
against the Bible was fresh and 
wonderful . 

Let's have meat at the Ministers' 
Institute. But let it be Reformed. 

EDWIN H. P ALMER 

A PRAYER FOR TIMES WHEN THE 
FOUNDATIONS ARE SHAKEN 

H owever tired you become of 
all this, there is this one certainty: 
"Through Jesus Christ we are more 
than conquerors" (Rom. 8:37). I 
know that we have to look at our
selves time and again, doubting 
ourselves but fi rmly building on 
Jeslls Christ. Again and again we 
have to smash our human certain
ties to pieces on the Rock of Age.~, 
Jesus Christ, who is Ollr only com
fort in life and death. 

We need, more than ever, the 
gift of the discernment of spirits. 
Let us urgently pray that the con
gregations and we personally may 
receive this gift. 

Let us also pray that the Lord 
raises more and more prophets and 
prophetic figures - people who ean 
clearly point as to where things 

have gone wrong, who have the 
gift to put into words powerfully 
the only way to salvation. Let our 
prayers surround such people, first 
that they may find each other 
across all church walls, so that it 
becomes ONE powerful testimony 
for the ONE gospel. Let us pray 
in order that these people, who are 
called to give gu idance in this cha
otic time, are not caught in the trap 
of plide and complacency. Let us 
pray that they may be examples of 
meekness, of a broken heart, and 
that they, at the same time, joy
fu ll y witness of the grace and tJ1e 
life that is given to us in Jesus 
Christ, merely by God's mercy. 

- H . J. H ECCElI, in 
On the Damascus Road 
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WilHam Hendriksen: NEW TES
TA~·tENT COMMENTARY; EX
POSITION OF GALATIANS, 260 
p. Baker Book HOllse, 1968. Price 
$6.95. 

Once again om bookshelves are 
enriched by a fine commentary by 
Dr. Hendriksen, well-known both 
within and outside of the Heformed 
community as an excellent Bible 
scholar. 

This volume follows the pattern 
adopted by him in his earlier com
mentaries. The reader is carefully 
and thoroughly introd uced to the 
epistle, as the au thor deals with 
such crucial issues for our under
standing as why was it written? to 
whom was it addressed? when and 
from where was it penned? and 
what is its theme and outli ne? On 
a U of these questions there has 
been much discussion and dispute 
among scholars. Dr. Hendriksen 
deals with the matters involved in 
a painstaking, scholarly nnd emi
nently objective manner. At all 
times he seeks to do full justice to 
the many arguments presented for 
the various positions which have 
been advocated. Yet as an effective 

teacher he does not hesitate to 
choose his own position and defend 
it clearly. 

E ach section of the epistle is 
preceded by a careful translation 
which often throws new and clear 
light on the passage for the reader. 
Thercupon follows a verse by verse 
commentary which is supplemented 
by a summary. In this way the 
reader can follow the argumenta
tion of Paul's epistle easily - a 
feature which is especially valuable 
when dealing with material such 
as we find in Galatians. Philolog
ical, grammatical and other details 
which can be assessed only by 
those who have some acquaintance 
with Greek are placed in accom
panying footnotes. Thus while this 
necessary material receives ample 
treatment, it does not interfere with 
or obstruct the reading of the ex
planation itself. This, it seems to 
us, is a unique advantage, serving 
well both the believer who seeks to 
understand more fully the mes
sage of God in this epistle and the 
specialist who can and shoul d 
wrestle with the problems involved 
in the text as we have it before us. 

The outstanding characteristic of 
this commentary is its readabili ty. 
As a wise and thorough teacher of 
God's Word the author knows how 
to present his material effectively. 
No one need lose his way in a maze 
of argumentation. In the introduc
tion, for example, nearly all that 
has been said for both the "north 
Galatian" and thc "south Galatian" 
theories to ascertain to which group 
of congregations Paul sent this 
letter is set forth unambiguously. 
Nor does the author feel compelled 
to choose his positions simply be
cause these have been commonly 
accepted among evangelicals. Thus 
he may surprise many when he ad
vocates that Galatians is likely 
Paul's first epistle, written from 
Cori nth shortly before First and 
Second Thessalonians. The aim of 
this com mentary, however, is not 
simply to instruct as an end in it
self; the challcnge which Paul's 
message contains for walking in the 
truth, living in all things by God's 
grace in Christ Jesus, and ex
periencing thc true freedom for 
whi ch Christ has set us free is con
sistentl y held beforc us. And the 
central theme which the author 
defines as "the Gospel of Justifica-

tion by Faith apart from law-works 
defended against its detractors" is 
certainly most relcvant for the 
church today. We hear altogether 
too much about what we should do 
for God and our fellow-men wi thout 
having such an e,mphasis rool·cd in 
the gospel of what God has done 
for man. Hence much Christian 
preaching tends towards a n loral
ism which detracts from the glory 
of God's salvation in Christ, ob
scures the true urgency of proc
lamation, and will produce when 
persisted in a humanistic religion 
which while paying lip-service to 
the gospel in very fact denies and 
contradicts it. 

Also the epistle to the Galatians 
needs to be known, preached and 
wholeheartedly believed. A fine 
means to tills end is this com
mentary for which the author de
serves genuine thanks. 

- PETER Y. DE JONC 

Joseph Conrad Wold: GOD'S 
IMPATIENCE IN LlBERIA, 227 
pp. Eerdmans Publ . Co., 1968, 
price $2.95. 

Charles Bennett: T INDEll IN 
TABASCO, 213 pp. Eerdmans 
Pub!. Co., 1968. price $2.95. 

R. Pierce Beaver: ALL LOVES 
EXCELLING, 227 pp. Eerdmans 
Publ. Co., 1968, price $2.95. 

Here are three books on tlle 
Christian mission enterprise which 
deserve the careful attention of all 
who are involved in this great 
work. The first hvo are publications 
in the "Church Growth Series" and 
the last constitutes the first contri
bution to a new series by the 
Eerdmans company entitled "Chris
tian World r.,'lission Books." 

Wold is a Lutheran missionary 
who writes knOWingly not only 
about Liberia, that fascinating na
tion in Afr ica which has been in
dependent for more th an a century, 
bu t especially about the t rials and 
triumphs of spreading the gospel 
there. He defends the position that 
in the present cultural crisis which 
cha racterizes the land in which hc 
works the fields are white unto 
harvest. However, churches have 
been to slow to recognize what is 
taking place and therefore too un
willing to acknowledge that here 
God can and will work through 
"people's movements" to bring 
large numbers to Christ. Although 
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embracing Jesus Christ as Savior 
and Lord is always an individual 
decision this takes place within a 

> " " social context. Too often western 
missionaries have ignored this 
facto r with the result that church 
growth also among the Lib~rian 
tribes has languished and at times 
even reversed itself. Thus he urges" 
anthropology as "a tool for church 
growth." What he writes should 
appeal s t r o n g I y to Reformed 
churches and missionaries who, at 
least in theory, have held to the 
covenantal structure of life and to 
God's saving grace in Christ Jesus 
as restoring man's life in its totality. 
Too many ch urches and mission
aries Jack the flexibility needed to 
adjust to new cultural patterns by 
sllrrendering "especially our deeply 
favorite nonessentials" without 
compromising the gospel message. 
He also writes knowingly about 
political, cultural and ecclesiastical 
distortions when speaking about 
motives for missions. Much of the 
book is a sound defense for the in
digenous pattern and ideal which 
we praise eagerly with om lips but 
all too often undercu t in our mis
sion practice. 

Tabasco is a small and rather 
obscure province in the burgeon
ing country of Mexico. It has, h?w
ever a relatively large evangehcal 
pop~lation . Here Christ's church 
was planted fa irly early, spread for 
a season, and thereafter endured 
decades of retreat, pessimism and 
open persecution. Late in the 1930s 
a new era dawned. For some two 
decades Evangelical Christianity 
spread like wildfire, only to enter 
once again a period of non-expan
sian during the last eight or ten 
years. An inquiry into what makes 
the church grow and what causes 
it to stagnate becomes much more 
sharply focussed, when restricted t.o 
a specific area and situation. Tim 
volume, penned with a sharp eye 
for detail, does much more than 
rehearse mission history in Tabas
co; it probes, analyzes, evaluates 
and challenges. In summary, the 
author affirms, 

Above aU else, the history of 
the Evangelical Church in Ta
basco demonstrates the power 
and potential of the individual 
believer however humble and 
unletter~d, when the Holy Spir.it 
is allowed freedo m. to work III 

his life. It demonstrates, too, the 

contagious quality of the Gosp~l 
message when it is commUnI
cated on a person-to-person. 
family-to-family basis, within a 
familiar context of language and 
mores .. .. 

The Church in Tabasco now 
has the resou~ce~ and experience 
to win a maJonty of the rural 
Tabascan population to Jesus 
Christ. That this has already 
been done in many communities 
indicates that it probably COt/1.d 
be done in most, with or without 
outside help. Sizeable portions 
of urban Tabaseo could also be 
won, though here ou tside help 
would be more valuable. 

Only the vision is now lack
ing .... 
The third book comes from the 

pen of the well-known missi.on 
authority, R. Pierce Beaver. It IU

troduces a series of paperbacks in
tended not only "to make available 
knowledge about the mission" to 
many readers and especially those 
interested in "cultural interchange 
and international relations" but also 
"to be tools for teachers and stu
dents .. laymen and pastors in 
the churches." 

One of the roost significant fea
tures of the American fore ign mis
sion movement which spearheaded 
much of the church's expansion 
during the nineteenth centuries was 
the role played by women. Be
ginning in a small way on October 
9 1800 church women increasingly 
c~ntrib'lIted to this work not only 
financially and by sending out 
single women to other lands but 
also in shaping mission policy 
through their "boards." Much at
tention is given to ini tial male op
position to these cfforts in the 
churches and to the inescapable ten
sions which developed, until in this 
cen tury such women's boards were 
amalgamated with officia l church 
boards which had been quite ex
clusively under male control. Es
pt:cially the "low costs" of carrying 
on this work invited unfavorable 
comparisons. By their pe rsistence 
church women shaped for them
selves a large place in the work 
and contributed immensely to the 
spread of the gospel. Attention is 
given to their programs among 
women and children, their interest 
in education and literature, and to 
their development of the World 
Day of Prayer as an occasion. f~r 
keeping this central task of Chnst s 



church before the churches every
where. Especially since the amal
gamation of women's and men's 
boards, a period of comparative 
stal:,'llation has set in. A new view 
of missions seems to have become 
current throughout the churches. 
Fewer missionaries are sent out; 
less emphasis seems to be placed 
on gospel proclamation; institu
tional work has proliferated. The 
author inquires whether these and 
other changes sustain some connec
tion to the administrative changes 
occasioned by the merging of the 
boards. 

This in triguing story is told in an 
intriguing and instructive way. Not 
only the broad outlines of the 
movement but also many details 
have been included. In those 
churches where women stiU are al
lowed to do little more than "col
lect for missions," we might well 
ask whether in the light of Biblical 
teaching we are doing justice to the 
gifts and talents which the Savior 
has given to them for the extension 
of his work. 

Everyone seriously interested in 
the issues involved in obeying the 
missionary mandate of ou r Savior 
does well to read carefully these 
books. - PETER Y. DE JONG 

James Atkinson: THE GREAT 
LIGHT, L UTHER AND THE 
REFORMATION, 287 pp. (vol. IV 
in "The Advance of Christianity 
through the Centuries'1 Wm. B. 
Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1968. 

No time in the history of Christ's 
church has been more decisive in 
shaping the situation which con
fronts Christianity as it exists to
day than the Reformation of the 
sixteenth centwy A 11 the issues 
which are being discussed today, 
be it in other forms and with other 
terms, again loom large. Because 
the reformers called men to face 
themselves and the totality of their 
lives in the light of God's revealed 
will, not only theological but also 
ecclesiastical, political, social, eco
nomic and cultural questions were 
repeatedly raised. And on these a 
dizzying variety of answers were 
proffered . Christendom could never 
be the same again after passing 
through this ferment. Thus all in
dividualists, subjectivists and ex
istentialists to the contrary, today's 
church and world cannot be under
stood in any reliable sense without 

taking cognizance of Heformation 
history. 

Dr. Atkinson does not deal with 
all the changes compelled by the 
Reformation. His focus is on what 
this has done to "the advance of 
Christianity," not simply as a move
ment but as that movement which 
adheres to and proclaims in word 
and deed the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Thus his concern is 
with Luther, Zwingli, Calvin and 
some of the leaders of the reform
atory movement in Great Britain. 
The key to his approach may best 
be provided by citing hvo passages 
from the beginning of the book: 

The Reformation has a signif
icance that is permanent, for in 
that century the Reformer~ 
everywhere in Europe chal
lenged a failhless, secularized 
Church with the authority of the 
original Gospel, a challenge that 
is relevant in all times and in all 
places to both Protestant and 
Catholic alike (p. 7). 

and 
The Reformation is Luther 

and Luther is the Reformation. 
Therefore the acid test of any 
work on this period is whether 
the author understands, and has 
the capacity to lay bare, the 
fundamental concerns of Luther. 
If this pri or task be execu ted in 
workmanlike fashion, the reader 
is at once set on a vantage point 
from which he may judge and 
assess all the men and move
ments of this period (p. ll). 

These passages explain why Atkin
son regards the refusal of the 
Papacy to do justice to Luther's 
evangelical concerns as disastrous. 
It was not so much Luther and 
those who followed him as the 
Romish hierarchy which destroyed 
the unity of C hrist's church . But 
he counsels us to remember that 
God's judgments are unsearchable 
anel His ways inscrutable, lest we 
forget that the task of reformation 
is unfinished. Seeing Catholic pen
itence and perplexity with respect 
to its overwhelming problems and 
Protestant ossification and division 
as occasions for similar penitence 
and perplexity, he opines 

Perhaps God is leading all His 
people through a painful re
newal into a unity of truth 
greater than we have ever 
known (p. 8). 

This stance helps to explain why 
the writer, while uncompromisingly 
devoted to the cause of the Chris-

tian faith, presents such an illumin
ating, interesting and balanced ac
count of what went on in those 
turbulent years. 

H ere is no mere rehearsal of 
facts and dates and figures which . . 
crowded tl1e ever-changmg scenes 
of the sixteenth century. Instead 
we have a central focus - tlIat of a 
revival of evangelical theology and 
life in many lands. The tests to 
which it was put , the triumphs 
which it recorded, and the failings 
and failures which marred its 
course are recorded. 

While rejoicing time and again 
in what was achieved by God's 
grace through the Reformation, At
kinson recognizes it as a judgment 
upon a Christendom which con
tained within it too much irrever
ence, irresponsibility and irreligion. 
And the hoped-for answer was not 
conclusively given by the ])rot
estant movement, according to the 
author, who ends his volume on a 
minor key by concludin g 

It was the intention of Cran
mer and of all the E nglish re
formers that the Anglican settle
ment should be a provisional 
stage in the creation of new, 
truly oecumenical Catholicism, 
purged of its accretions and im
purities, and p urified by the 
perpetual, critical activity of 
evangelical theology. Catholi
cism and Protestantism fell asun
der because Christendom could 
not receive as a single living 
communion the divine disturb
ance we call the Reformation, 
and could not meet as a single 
living communion the challenge 
of holding them together in one 
Church (p. 261). 
The book is eminent ly readable 

and worth reading. ''''ith some 
judgments the reader will likely 
take issue. The first and fourth 
parts of the book seem to this re
viewer better than the second and 
third, perhaps occasioned by the 
greater interest in and emphasis on 
them by the author himself. Some 
serious typographical errors mar its 
pages (e.g. 1584 for 1564 on p. 162; 
"The Eternal Meam" for "The Ex
temal r..'leans" on p. 183 ). None of 
these strictures, however, detract 
from its value in providing an ex
cellent insight in to the real issues of 
the Reformation . And in our day 
such insight is as needfu l for the 
Christian believer as bread. 

- PETEIl Y. Og JONG 



REPORT OF THE NATIONAL SECRETARY 
TO THE SEVENTEENTH ANNUAL 

CONVENTION OF THE CHRISTIAN LABOUR 
ASSOCIATION OF CANADA 

, 

Held on April 26, 1969 in Toronto 

Mr. President, Members of the National Board, 
Delegates, Guests and Friends: 

If the CLAC were an ordinary labour union, the 
secretary's annual report would be easier to make. 
The emphasis would be on the increasing number of 
workers joining the union's ranks. 

The CLAC, however, is not an ordinary labour 
union. Thank Cod that it is not driven by the desire 
for greater numbers, and that with him numerical 
strength is not primary. We can't even say with Avis 
that we're number 2 in size. But we hope that in 
Christian responsibility towards the 6eld of labour we 
are number one with the Lord. That desire is what 
has driven the CLAC during 1968. It is a Spirit-driven 
desire which cannot be expressed merely in numbers. 
As a result, this report cannot be solely an enumera
tion of the growing ranks of workers joining the 
CLAC, although that is happening too. Rather, this 
report will concentratc on those events which char
acterize the year 1968 for the CLAC. 

In that light, perhaps the most significant achieve
ment in 1968 is not one specific event, but a trend, 
a movement - namely, CLAC's increasing contact 
with other North American evangelical Christians. The 
Guide's masthead, for instance, now lists as contribut
ing editors men such as Dr. William Fitch, Richard 
Forbes, Leslie K. Tarr and Dr. Hobert N. Thompson. 
Others can also be mentioned who have caught the 
vision and the meaning of Christ's redemption for 
labour. What we arc experiencing, in other words, is 
a consolidation of the evangelical Ch ristian commu
nity in Canada. This is no shanow ecumenism. ]\-Iore 
and more Christians arc beginning to see that the 
prescnt turbulent labour scene needs the liberating 
Word of Cod. 

But we are not falling into the numerical trap 
mentioned earlier. The increasing number of Chris
tians has also been accompanied by an increasing 
awareness of Christian responsibility towards labour. 
As illustrat ion, two examples could be mentioned . On 
June 12, the 94th Cenera l Assembly of the Pre~bvte-
rian Church in Canada unanimously declared, . 

"That in this year, designa ted Human Rights 
Year by the United Nations, we affirm the right 
of all Canadian citizens to work without co
ercion from any quarters." 

The second example is the brave political stand 
taken by Mr. Leonard M. Reilly, M.P.P. and Chief 

Government Whip, within the Ontario Legislature on 
hvo occasions. On April 22, amid rude, interrupting 
N.D.P. remarks, Mr. Reilly presented the following 
resolution: 

"That, in the opinion of this House, legislation 
shou ld be enacted to guarantee to employees 
who are members of trade unions the right to 
choose the political party to which contribu
tions from their dues payments will be di
rected." 

On July 18, Mr. Reilly struck again, this time at 
the pernicious closed -shop principle. We hope the 
Ontario Legislature wiIJ enact just legislation ensuring 
the freedom of religion of every worker. 

This unifying trend within the evangelical Chris
tian com munity reveals its beginning awareness of the 
need for a Christian mind . Surely this is no time for 
denominational nit-picking. We live within an his
torical time which demands communal Christian ac
tion, a time which demands Christian solution to 
secular problematics and dilemmas. 

To that end , the business agents spent a week in 
semi nars with the facu lty of the Institute for Christian 
Studies in Toronto. The following position papers 
were discllssed : the structure of the modern business 
enterprise, the nature of a collective agreement, and 
Sunday labour. All the agents were highly enthused 
about the seminars, and propose to hold them twice a 
year, convinced that Christian answers to concrete 
labour problems must be found if the CLAC is to 
exercise its responsibility towards Cod and the Cana
dian nation. For that reason, too, an educational 
committee has been appointed to arrive at a program 
for the general workers' locals. 

1968 would not be a typical year without a court 
case. As a result of action initiated by Gerald Vande
zande on behalf of CLAC members to halt the Wind
sor-Chatham area AFL-C IO/ CLC unions' discrimina
tory action agai nst sub-contractors on job sites, Ch ief 
Justice Dalton Courtwright Wells of the Supreme 
Court of Ontario issued an injunction on May 1 for
bidding intimidation against and unlawful interfer
ence with CLA C members. This important judgment 
establishes another precedent for freedom of associa
tiOIl . \\It: gratefull y acknowledge God's encourage
ment in our battle against injustice. 

On April 27, the annual Convention was held. 
People drove from all parts of Ontario to attend this 



special event. A strong delegation of students came 
from Grand Rapids, the same students who worked 
so actively in supporting the Defense Fund. The Con
vention again displayed that tangible spirit of thank
fu lness to God. Dr. Vrieze of Ch icago gave a pene
trating address entitled, "One for the Money, Two for 
the Show?", dealing with the subject of co-determina
tion. Mr. Leonard M. Reilly and representatives of 
other Christian organizations encouraged the Associ
ation to move ahead in its important work. 

1968 also was the year of the much-awaited Rand 
Report. In it, the Hon. Ivan C. Rand makes some 
sweeping recommendations, all of which the business 
agen ts looked at very closely. Much research has and 
is being done on this Report which leaves much to be 
desired by its omission of dealing with central prob
lems. But perhaps the fact that secular unions so 
loudly assailed the Report means that it cannot be all 
bad(I). 

The year also saw important developments within 
B.C. The CLAC is presently engaged in a struggle 
with the IWA in the Bulkley Valley for the right to 
represent workers within the lumber industry. Despite 
subtle IWA intim idating practices, CLAC is 6ghting 
to preserve the workers' righ t to be represented by the 
union of their choice. Harry Antonides spends much 
of his time in the Houston-Smithers area talking to 
workers while being cons tantly tailed by TWA men . 
An important Labour Relations Board hearing has 
been held. The CLAC is determined also to protect 
its members in Houston. 

Because of the pressing B. C. situation, the N.E.C. 
on October 2 extended an appOintment to Mr. Neil 
Roos, long active in the CLAC, to become the Associa
tion's sixth business agent. We gratefully received 
Neil's acceptance of the apPOintment, and on January 
1, 1969, he began his work wi th the trade and general 
workers' locals. We heartil y welcome Neil and wish 
him and his family God's strength. 

This report by no means exhausts the year. \Ve 
are receiving increasing coverage in the news media. 
Constant attempts are being made to confront the 
Canadian nation with the Good News of Christ's re
demptive work for labour. We praise God for the 
freedom he has given us to witness, not only in hope 
of increasing numerica l growth, but primarily in obe
dient response to God. We pray for strength and 
courage in the (ace of this awesome task. 

Prayer, however, must be accompanied by work. 
Freedom entails responsibility. Is the CLAC in danger 
of becoming a "top-heavy" organization burdened 
with an apathetic membership which is content to 
leave the work and study to people in positions of 
leadership? There are signs pointing to that. The 
number of general workers members is decreasing. 
Many locals hold meetings irregularly, some if at all . 
It is evident that CLAC publications arc not being 
read as widely as they should be. Many members 
scem to lack dedication. In short, is each member fu l
fi ll ing his responsibility at a time when the CLAC 
stand'i at a momellt of crisis? 

The effectiveness of any organi7..ation reflects the 
effectiveness of its individual members. Looking back 
on the year 1968, we might ask ourselves whether the 

CLAC has done everything it could or should have 
done. We speak here not only of the CLAC as or
ganization, but also of each individual member within 
that organization. 

The National Executive Committee is worried 
about the lack of involvement on the part of members. 
We seldom hear reactions, for instance, either pro or 
con, to articles in The Guide. This means that either 
the magazine is not being read, or members agrce 
tacitly with everything printed in it. We would like 
to hear your reactjons, your evaluations. Are local 
boards as enthusiastic and hard-working as they 
should be? Local Brampton has called for the need of 
each local to contact other eva ngelicals in the area. Is 
this being done? 

The point is this: the CLAC cannot hope to present 
a Christian witness withou t the active support of every 
member. Either the Association moves ahead or it 
becomes stagnant. As the Canadian labour scene in
creases in complexity, so should the CLAC develop in 
giving Christian answers, or the time may be too late. 
Our enemies grow in opposition; we must grow in 
knowledge of the Lord and the creation in which he 
has put us to work . This may mean less idleness and 
more work, less apathy and more dedication. The 
success of the CLAC in giving Christian witness may 
not be determ ined solely by our efforts, but be sure 
that the Association will not succeed without our 
efforts. The choice is before us! To Cod be the glory! 

Respectfully submitted, 
H UGH CooK 

National Secretary of the CLAC 

Two important resolutions adopted at the Annual 
Convention are as fol1ows: 

'Vhereas the Christian Labour Association of 
Canada is an independent labour movement of men 
and women who communally seek to honour the 
renewing Word of the Lord in their every-day life; 

And whereas the CLAC consistently advocates that 
differing and even opposing viewpoints and move
ments are just ly and equally entitled to the fair and 
indiscriminate protection of our Canadian Govern
ments and laws; 

And whereas the CLAC firmly believes that the 
Christian way of life should be allowed unhindered 
opportunity and fu ll expression throughout our plural
istic society; 

And whereas the CLAC deplores that the current 
development and direction of our national life are 
increasingly being influenced and moulded by the 
deeply divisive spirits of greed and class conftict 
wholly foreign to tlIe reconciling grace and spirit of 
Jesus Christ; 

RESOLVED 
BY THE DELEGATES AND MEMBERS 

ASSEMBLED AT THE SEVENTEENTH ANNUAL 
CONVENTION OF THE CHR ISTIA N LABOUR 

ASSOC IATION OF CANADA ON 
APRI L THE 26th, 1969, IN TORONTO 

(1) that all the members and leaders of CLAC jointly 
make a fresh, concerted effort to articulate and 
apply, as positively and dynamically as they can, 
the all-embracing, redeeming message of the Scrip-



tures in their every word-aod-walk; for example, 
the observance of Sunday, the use of leisure time 
aod the structure of the business enterprise; 

(2) that the Christian community as a whole, and its 
church communions, its social, political, recre
ational, charitable and educational institutions in 
particular, be urged to make a truly united attempt 
to develop and demonstrate a radically Christian, 
healing style of life that liberates modern man 
from the Christ-less ways of life that now system
atically condition and often shackle him; 

(3) that the Federal and Provincial Governments of 
Canada are obligated to adopt legislation 
(a) safeguarding the workers' civil right to join 

trade unions of their own, free choosing; 
(b) abolishing every form of union security that 

compels employees to support, as a condition 
of employment, a specified trade union based 
on principles not his own; 

(c) forbidding the adoption of provisions that re
quire an employer to contract or give prefer
ence to a sub-contractor by reference to the 
trade union affiliation, or lack of such affilia
tion, of the employees of such sub-contractor; 

(d) requiring a trade union to recognize the certif
icates issued by Labour Boards to other trade 
unions, to honour these unions' legal representa
tion rights, and to respect every Canadian's 
freedom to work everywhere without regard to 
trade union support or non-support; 

(e) permitting and, under certain circumstances, 
requiring two or more trade unions to act 
jointly in filing an application for certification 
and in concluding a collective agreement; 

(f) obliging and enabling differently motivated 
trade unions and employer associations active 
in a particular industry - for example, con
truction - jointly to enter into a cooperative 
arrangement and a collective agreement, as 
has become possible in the Province of Quebec 
through Bill 290, whereby the well-being of an 
entire industry, including the civil rights and 
liberties of both employers and employees, and 
the economic security of all, is genuinely pro
moted and preserved without discrimination. 

Whereas the Christian Labour Association of 
Canada is unequ ivocally committed to the advance
ment of the Christian understanding of responsibility, 
authority and freedom ; 

And whereas the CLAC is deeply convinced that 
it is the Government's God-given du ty to administer 
and extend justice and liberty to all "without dis
crimination by reason of race, national origin, colour, 
religion, or sex"; -

And whereas many CLAC members as well as 
thousands of other Canadians are continually being 
discriminated against by the labour laws and by em
ployers and trade unions exploiting them; 

RE SO LV ED 
BY THE DELEGATES AND MEMBERS 
ASSEMBLED AT TH E SEVENTEENTH 

ANNUA L CONVENTION OF THE CHRI STIAN 
LABOUR ASSOCIATION OF CANADA ON 

APRIL 26, 1969, IN TORONTO 

1. That the Federal and Provinci'al Ministers of 
Labour be strongly urged to introduce, fo rthwith, 
legislation that will immediately halt the discrimi
natory practice of depriving workers of their em
ployment because these fellow-Canadians cannot 
in good faith lend financial or other support to 
trade unions whose social and political philos-• ophies and activities violate their basic beliefs; 

2. That Mr. Leonard M. n eilly, MPP for Eglinton, 
be thanked for and greatly encouraged to continue 
his constructive eHorts aimed at persuading the 
Ontario Legislative Assembly and the Government 
of the desperate need to guarantee in law the 
workers' freedoms of association, of religion, and of 
political expression; 

3. That the Icadership of the Canadian Labour Con
gress and the Provincial Federations of Labour and 
their affiliates be approached by CLAC with the 
request that they begin to display at least a mea
sure of tolerance b y respecting the CLAC's right of 
existence and by honouring the worker's right to 
join a trade union of his own choice. 
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