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THE BOOK 


OF THE ASCENSION 

EDWARD HEEREMA 

ON GOOD FRIDAY and Easter Sunday the 
churchcs are fillcd. There is no doubt in the 

minds of most Ch ristians that these days represent 
redemptive facts of great personal importance. The 
sacrifice of Jesus Christ on Calvary and his rising 
again in powcr on the first day of the week are clearly 
matters of tremendous signifi cance which call for 
worship and reRection. Ycs, many who rarely enter a 
church see to it that they attend on Easter. 

Then, forty days later comes Ascension Day. What 
happens? Not much . There isn't a hint of the 
popular interest and activity that prevail 011 Good 
Friday and Easter. Hosts of people aren't even aware 
of the day and its special importance. In many com
munions there is no worship service on this Thursday. 
And where there are worship services, such services 
are not nearly as well attended as those that celebrate 
Christ's death and his resurrection . in fact, many a 
minister finds it a bit hard to en ter into the spirit of 
worship and the feeling of great importance that the 
fact of our Lord's Ascension ought to stir in the heart 
of the believer. After Good Friday and Easter, with 
their special services, great crowds and exaJted music, 
the Ascension Day service seems almost anti-climactic. 

What accounts for this apathetic attitude toward 
the Asccnsion? No doubt a contributing cause is the 
public acclaim that marks the observance of Good 
Friday and Eastcr. Such acclaim is made up of many 
things. Without q uestion many who gather to com
memorate the crucifixion of Christ on Good Friday 
and his resurrection on Easter Sunday are prompted 
by genuine understanding of and personal grateful 
devotion to the crUCified and risen Saviour. But it 
must also be recognized as equally obvious that this 
broad public acclaim on Good Friday and E:lster has 
in it sllch elements as traditionalism, conformity, 
superstition, self-commendation and commercializa
tion. 

But the comparative popularity of Cood Friday 
and Easter is not enough to account for the apathy 
that so often prevails with respect to Ascension Day. 
Anothcr element surely is a lack of understanding 
and conviction as to the place and importance of 
Christ's ascension in God's program of redemption. 
Many Christians, it is to be feared, have only a hazy 
notion on this score, Two things stand out in their 
minds regarding the Ascension, two thin gs which are 
indeed important. On the one hand people think of 
the sccnc described in chapter one of the book of 
Acts, the scene in which the disciples see Jesus dis
appearin g into the clouds. On the other hand they 
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think of Christ's sitting on Cod's right hand inter
ceding for his people. But how all th is ties in mean
ingfully with Christ's work of redemption , on this 
there is undoubtedly much fuzziness of mind. And 
where there is intellectual vagueness and fuzziness 
there ca n be no truly meaningful worship, nor genuine 
personal involvement in it. 

• e e e e 

What can be done aoout this area of mental cloudi
ness with respect to the ascension of Christ? The 
point of this little essay is to make a suggestion. The 
suggestion is that God's people make a more thorough 
study of that book of the Bible that I would call the 
Book of the AscensiOfl . The reference is to the book 
of Hebrews. 

The book of Hebrews is commonly thought of as 
one of the more difficult books of the Bible. The alti 
tude is understandable. The book is not understood 
through casual reading. It must be studied. A 
thorough study of the book is most rewarding. 

He who reads the book with care soon gets a clue 
as to the reason fo r calling Hebrews the Book of the 
Ascension. When he gets to the th ird verse of the 
oook he meets something that must cause him to 
wonder. Here we read : "When he had made purifica
tion for sins, he sat down on the right hand of the 
Majesty on high." The striking thing here is that 
Christ's resurrection is passed over. In the author's 
view the important thing to stress after Christ made 
his perfect offering for sin is that he ascended to glory 
to take his seat of highest honor at God's right hand . 
This is characteristic of the book. There is very little 
reference to Christ's resurrection, and much reference 
to the ascension. 

In fact, this movement of thou ght from Christ's 
sacrifice to his ascension and! or session at Cod's right 
hand occurs several times in the book. Additional 
instances of such passing over the resurrection in this 
d irect movement from the cross to the right hand of 
Cod are found in 9:12, 10:12, 10:19-20 and 12:2. 
References to the ascension / session in addition to that 
of 1:3 and those just given above are found in 1:13, 
2:7-8 (clearl y implied), 4: 14, 7:25, 8: 1-2, 9:24 and 
13: 21 (clearly implied). 

There is a good reason for this frequent reference 
to the ascension /session and this omission of reference 
to Christ's resurrection. ( Christ's resurrection is not 
wholly ignored - see 13:20.) The book was written to 
Jewish Christians who were in danger of backsliding 
from the fai th because of persecution. Because the 
letter was written to Hebrews, Old Testament teach
ing and practice form the background of the discus
sion. The heart of biblical religion is the answer to 
the pressing question, How can sinfu l man enter into 
the presence of the holy God, the Cod whose law he 
has violated and whose just wrath he has incurred? 
The Old Testament presented a provisional answer to 
the question. This provisional answer was given in 
the tabernacle and temple worship and in the sacri· 
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ficial system practiced there. The high point or climax 
of this Old Testament religious life came when the 
high priest, representing the people of God, entered 
into the very presence of Cod in the Holy of Holies 
once a year with the blood of atonement. This cere
mony of the Creat Day of Atonement was the wonder
ful and deeply meaningful culmination to which the 
whole system of sacrifice and worship pointed. 

With his eye on that grand climactic moment of 
Jewish life and religion the author of the epistle to 
the Hebrews stresses this cen tral point : Jesus Christ 
has fu lfilled the basic requircment of religion and 
life as the true and only high priest by bringing his 
own blood as the perfect, once-far-all and final sacri
fi ce for sin; and having brought this perfect sacrifice, 
he has entered into the true, heavenly Holy of Holies 
there to enter into the very presence of Cod on our 
behalf, to can yon his priestly intercessions for us. 

His priesthood is an unending priesthood, bringing 
eternal and sure blessing to those who believe. 

Therefore his priesthood is not like that of Aaron's, 
subject to the frai lties of the flesh and the limitations 
of time. Rather, Christ's priesthood is one after the 
order or manner of Melchizedek, onc that never ends, 
as the epistle's frequent quotation of Psalm 110A says 
so plainly. 

e e e e e 

That point of fact that puts the exclamation mark 
of finality after Christ's saving work is that Christ has 
entered into the heavenly Holy of Holies with the 
blood of the perfect sacrifice. Indeed, let us sce it 
clearly - hcre we stand at the point that undcrscores 
the finality of Christiani ty, the point that signalizes 
the glory and the fulfillment of biblical religion, the 
paint that authenticates the sacrifice of Cllrist as the 
true and fina l sacrifice, the point that authenticates the 
high priestly offiee of Jesus Christ as the only hi gh 
priest, the point that gives us "ooldness to enter into 
the holy place," the point at which we enter into the 
very presence of the living God. 

Therefore, in a most interesting and pointed sum
mation of what he has been teaching, the author says 
in 8:1-2, "Now, in the things which we are saying the 
chief point is this: We have such a high priest, who 
sat down on the right hand of the throne of the 
Majesty in thc heavens, a ministcr of the sanctuary, 
and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, 
not man." 

Do you wish to gain a deepcr and more stirring 
awareness of the importance of Christ's ascension? 
Then read, study the Book of the Ascension. 

on 
HeBREWS as preparation lor the true commem
oration of our Lord's ascensioll. 



THE ANATOMY OF ANTI- SEMITISM: 


SOME EMENDATIONS 

NICK R. VAN Til 

W HEN DR. JAMES DAANE wrote his tract on 
anti-Semitism, it may be that he thoughtlessly 

succumbed to the Anatomy fad in current titles. In any 
elise, if there is a serious intention to carry out the ana
tomical analogy, then the title promises more than the 
essay delivers. The misnomer in title should be cor
rected to read The Theology of Anti-Semitism. D aane 
lim its his discussion to theological considerations. He 
makes some incisions at one of the centers of ant i
Semitic infection. Tn doing so, however, he leaves other 
areas of organic disorder completely untouched. As we 
are often subject to that logical perversity called argu
mentum ad ignorantiulll' we are apt to conclude that 
the discussion of only one cause of anti-Semitism 
argues that there is onl y o" e calise of anti-Semitism. 

What Daane says about the theology of anti-Semi
tism is beyond doubt wOl,th ou r serious and conscien
tious study. We may not point a self-righteous finger 
at the Jews even though, as Daane rightly shows, the 
Jews were most responsible for the crucifixion of 
Christ. "We were there when they crucified our Lord ." 
If in redemption then also in gu il t. Ma nkind crucificd 
the Lord of glory. No Christian can gainsay the 
central thrust of this argu ment. Return to the cross 
must end the anti-Semitism that begins at the cross. 

"Deicide" 
Well done so far. But we could wish that Daane 

had been more penetrating, He might well have gone 
on to cut out the very concept in which the traditional 
theological anti-Semit ism is rooted. The concept of 
deicide out of which anti-Semitism has fes tered is a 
perversion of Biblical Christology. God was not killed 
on the cross. Jesus said , "My Cod, my God , why hast 
thou forsaken me?'" We shou ld resist the confusion 
of thought which th is concept of dcieide represents 
just as we ought to res ist the confusion of thought 
represented by the complete identification of Cod 
with a "Christ-Event" as we find it in the thinking of 
Karl Barth. 

As Daane's essay appeared originally in Cllristian~ 
ill) Today it was undoubtedly for the most part ad
dressed to Protestants. I t seems to be the case, how
ever, that the theological roots of anti-Semitism arc 

'The conclusion that ignornncc CQncerning causcs proves II1\' 
nbscnce of canscs. 

to be found more in the Homan Catholic trad ition. 
The perfide ludaei is a traditional Roman Catholic 
anathema. In fact, Daane has to draw on Roman 
Catholic writers to find anti-Semitic expressions based 
on this particular concept of deicide. This is not to 
say that Protestants have not shown anti-Semitic 
tendencies. They have. But likely for other reasons. 

Jn cutting down to his deepest point of incision by 
way of excising the theological roots of anti-Semitism, 
Daane blunders into a nOFl seqwtur." Commenting on 
Jules Isaac's The Teaching of Contempt: Christian 
Roots of Anti-Semitism. Daane says the fo llowing, "Jt 
cannot be denied that the attempt to exterminate the 
Jewish people oeeurrcd in Germany, which mi ght be 
called the mod ern cradle of Christian ity in the West
ern World. Indeed, it may be asserted that the only 
anti-Semitism that is of any considerable signiflcance 
and concern arises within a Christian context" ( p. 17). 
The conclusion to be drawn would be somewhat as 
follows. Anti-Semitism has been rife largely where 
Christians and Jews have lived together, hence, arti
Semitism must have its roots in Christian doctrine. 

H istory denies the implications of Daane's com
men ts. The background of anti-Semitism in Christian 
lands is more the result of causes concurrent with 
Jewish and Christian cxpansion and migration than 
the result of doctrinal tenets. The Pax Romona made 
it possible for the Christian evangelists to move out 
to the various Jewish commun ities within the Empire. 
After the Decree of Milan under Constantine the order 
was reversed. It became possible for the Jews to 
follow the Christians into the areas of discovery and 
exploration. It is safe to say that there were no Jews 
in China before Marco Polo, none in Sou theast Asia 
and the East Indics beforc St. Xavier, nnd none in 
Japan before Commodore Perry. And Joseph Smith to 
the contrary, there were no Jews in Amcrica before 
the days of Columbus. 

Can we establish any vital connection between anti
Semitism in Germany and thc fact that it was the 
cradle of modem Christianity? Hardly. When we 
look for the causes of anti-Semitism in Germany, cer
tain ly an occurrence of "considerable significance and 
concern," then we must c.:onclude that it arose in .Wile 
of the predominant context of Christianity and not 

·Cr. Rev. Nicholas B. Knoppers, ' , 'he Death-or-God Club," "In logic, the fall acy of l)rCSllming a conclusion which does 
B(lImer January 7, 1966, p. 12, not follow from the stilted premis. 



because of any Christian doctrinal context, in this in
stance referring to deicide as a doctrinal conl.'ept. 

Racism 

Though we cannot allow those associated with the 
German concentration camps to hide behind the 
orders of Ocr Fcuhrer, it would be difficult to exag
gerate Hitler's responsibility in the slaughter of the 
Jews. So, for a thorough dissection of "the anatomy" 
of Anti-Semitism, Daane would have done well to 
revert back to Mein Kampf. Hitler there specifically 
repudiates any theological origins for his anti-Semit
ism. He recalls that hc had never seen a Jew or even 
heard the word Jew in the Roman Catholic context of 
his childhood on the Bavarian border. Hitler's anti
Semitism has its roots in racism. The only preparation 
which was made for this in his school days was made 
by one of his history teachers. This teacher promoted 
a chauvinistic German nationalism. 

Alan Bullock in his Hitler, A Study in Tyranny has 
the following to say: "There was nothing new in 
Hitler's anti-Semitism; it was endemic in Vienna, and 
everything he ever said or wrote about the Jews is 
only a reRection of the anti-Semitic periodicals and 
pamphlets." Continuing, in comment on H itler's reac
tion to social inequities and particularly his own early 
poverty in Vienna when he was the victim of his own 
indolence, Bullock says, "Behind all this, Hitler soon 
convinced himself, lay a Jewish conspiracy to destroy 
and subdue the Aryan peoples as an act of revenge 
for their (Jewish) inferiority" (p. 41 ). 

It seems obvious then that Hitler's anti-Semitism 
fed on an unrelieved racism. It could not feed on 
Roman Catholic concepts of deicide or Jewish blame 
for the crucifixion of Christ. To Hitler Jesus Christ 
himself was a despicable Jew. He was the originator 
of that slave morality which declared the "will to 
power" of the superman immoral. Rejecting all theolog
ical concepts, Hitler's anti-Semitism fed on the swine 
husks of Nietzsche's transvaluation of values and on 
German historicism. 

By Roman Catholic admission , Hitler's anti-Semil
ism d id not thrive by Roman Catholic instigation as 
much as it d id by Roman Catholic indifference. In 
his discussion of the Vietnam War, the Roman Cath
olic syndicated columnist, Fr. John B. R. Sheenin, has 
the following to say, "I would like to leave the whole 
messy business to President Johnson and his advisors 
but isn't that precisely what Gennan Catholics did 
leave the question of the morality of Nazi wars up to 
the government. '" Admitting that the foregoing ad
mission is concerned with general indi fference, there 
is no evidence from the Numberg Trials or elsewhere 
to indicate that the Boman Catholic attitude was one 
of positive hostili ty rather than indifference. 

As to the liberal Protestants, it should seem ob
vious that they would entertain no theologically ani

'Fr. John B. R. Sheenin C.S.P. "Why Arc We In Vietnam?"' 
The Globe, Official Newspaper of the Diocese of Sioux City, 
Feb. 10, 1966. p. 4. 
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mosities towards the Jew for the crucifixion of Jesus. 
They deny the deity of Christ as Biblically con
strued. They would have no more cause to hate the 
Jew for crucifying Christ than they would for hating 
the Greeks because they gave Socrates the hemlock 
cup. The liberals tend to be generally tolerant where 
forthright convictions are needed. So much so that 
they also tolerated Hitler. 

Economics 

We cannot fail to call attention to another neg
lected aspect in Daane's discussion of anti-Semitism. 
This neglect further contributes to the ineptitude of 
the anatomical analogy. This is the economic aspect. 
No probing into the causes of anti-Semitism should 
overlook this vital factor. Hitler was able to disguise 
his racism partially by charging the Jews with Ger
many's economic ills. But the economic factor in anti
Semitism is by no means limited to Hitler's regime or 
that period in European history. 

Scholastic interpretations of the Biblical ethic con
cerning the rent of money made a distinction between 
interest and usury. Under the inRuence of the Aristo
telian d ictum that money is sterile, the Medieval 
Church was reluctant to allow any money rent, or 
interest. Later an expedient was found whereby 
Christians might charge interest, that is, a low rate 
of rent. Christians might not charge a hi gh rate of 
rent, that is, usury. 

The Jews were beyond the pale as far as Christian 
canon law was concerned. They engaged in money 
lending at usurous rates. And though popes were at 
times their customers, abetting the nefarious business, 
it did not bring about an ingratiation of feelings be
tween Jews and their Christian compatriots. One has 
only to ca ll to mind Shakespeare's Merchant of Venice 
with Shylock demanding his pound of flesh to be re
minded of anti-Semitism with economic implications 
as it came to expression in Elizabethan England. No 
doubt the resentment which grew out of Jewish 
economic success was abetted by a tendency to react 
against Jewish clannishness. 

Daane furnished statistics to show that among 
Protestants polled, sixty percent considered the Jews to 
be most to blame for the death of Jesus. This should 
be a natural conclusion for those who are acquainted 
with the Biblical account. Daane came to this conclu
sion too. However, the resu lts of this poll do not force 
the conclusion that the average Protestant has any 
aggressive feelings of anti-Semitism based on theolog
ical concepts or Biblical history. It seems safe to say 
that the average Protestant never had any acquaint
ance with the problem of deicide until it was publi
cized in connection with the Second Vatican Council. 

Guilt 
Daane has said enough to convince liS that we can

not put the Jews under a curse for p lacing Jesus on 
the cross. We are guilty of the same act. Having 
drawn this conclusion Daane goes On to create an 
ethical confusion when he suggests, "Can he (i.e. the 



Christian) lay a special guilt and disobed ience upon 
the Jew, if he and the Church have been saved 
through the occas ion of this gu ilt and disobedience?" 
( p.32) This is tantamount to the suggestion that an 
evil intcntion can be overlooked if the practical result 
is sa lutary. It suggests that Jewish personal responsi
bility for sin docs not follow because grace abounded 
through the sinful act. Pau l has spL'Cifically repudiated 
that kind of conclusion. 

Furthermore, a look at the prophecy of Nahum 
will d isclose that the ruthless instruments of Cod's 
judgments, those tha t carry out Cod's decrees, are 
not excused of their ruthl essness. Though we must 
blush with self-incrimi nation when speaking of guil t 
as associatcd with the crucifixion of Christ, we can not 
take the question out of the rea lm of Christian per
sonal eth ics. The Jews participated in a moral act 
which involvcd them in personal moral responsibi lity. 

Election 

Tangent to his general discussion of thcological 
anti-Semitism Daane develops what we would term a 
strange pred ilection for a Jewish election. He ri ghtly 
points to the fact that the Jews were the specia l 
veh iclcs for the history of revelation and the carnate 
progenitors of the Word become fl esh. He correctly 
argues that simply hecause the Jews seem to show ,I 

special ind ifferencc to the Gospel, we cannot conclude 
that they have been put under special reprobation. 
Docs it follow that they are also still especially elect 
over agai nst thc rest of Christendom? Daane would 
say that they are. But may we not ask, Has not the 
middle wall of partition been broken dow n? Have 
not the Jews served their elective purpose? Has not 
the ant ithesis between Jew and Gentile come to an 
end? Paul is at pains to show thai the physical cir
cumcision and the natiomd identity which .~et the Jew 
apart no longer obtain. The circumcision which is 
now recogn ized is thc ci rcumcision of the heart in
wardl y. Abraham is the father of believers. 

In a subsequent essay enti tled "Christi an, Jew, and 
Negro," Daane L"Ontinues the discussion of Jewish 
election . There he constantly makes references to a 
Jewish clect ion in Christ as if he is defendi ng thc 
Jews to the Greek followers of Antiochus Epiphanes 
in 165, B.c. rat her than to the Protestant con tempo. 
raries of the Second Vatican Council in W65, A.D. He 
speaks as though the cross is not an event in p..'lst 
history. 

Ci ting from Daa ne's further di scussion, we would 
notice the following sta tements. " Bibl ica l theology is 
110t based on color, but Oil Cod's election, and the 
object of his election is not the white man rather than 
the Negro, but the Jew mther than the Gentile" (p. 
14 ). And agai n, "At the cross is d isclosed the t ruth 
about race and election. Here it is revealed that the 
non-elcct is not the Negro but the Cen tile, whntcver 
his race or color." 

Barring the use of the term Getllile fi guratively and 

Vatican 11 has foclIssed attentiOIl on the sill 

of anti-semitism. 'flJis lUIS stimu/(/ted scocl"(/l 

Protestant writers, mnOn:! them Dr. j{/mes 

Daane, to ill(/Uire into the roots of th is illsidious 

mul inexclI~'abh: haired. In this arficle Prof. 

N. R. Vall Til of Dordt College stll i es why he 
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history as non-history, how can one en tcrtain the eon
elusion that there is any longer an election at the 
Cross on the basis of a chosen nation? If the words 
Jew and Gentile are taken literally, as they should be 
in any d iscl1ssion of race relations, then Daane's detour 
in the direction of Jew ish election must seem unwar
ranted and jejune. And if one has den ied the antith
esis between elect and reprobate as Daane has: 
then what force can the term election have? It is then 
little more than a Barth ian figure of speech. 

Esc.hatology 
Daane gives further COurse to his theological 

meanderings by favor ing us with some eschatological 
hints. He suggcsts, "the fu ture may disclose thll t the 
stirrings in the lsmeli-Arab world are fa r morc decisive 
for the future history of the world than the movements 
of World Communism" ( p. 43). Pcrhaps it is not 
completely inexplicable that Daane st ill has a place 
for election in his theology, though a displaced one. 
It may be a ghost from his Reformed past. His con
jectures concerning the Israeli-Arab future , by con· 
trast, may be the mirage that presages a Dispcnsa
tionalist's future. That presents itself as a very live 
possibi lity if we are to invest the word "may" wi th 
more status than might accmc from mere idle specula 
t ion. 

The specu lative ul1vcil ing of a Jew ish future fits 
Online's Jewish election penchant. It prepares the way 
for a future Jew-Gent ile antithesis. However, unless 
we are predisposed to prepare the way for a Jeru
salem·centered "Thousand Year Re ign" the p rcsent 
t rend in Palest ine seems to have little to do with any 
election or antithesis associa ted with the work of 
Chri.~t. Assumin g that Romans 11 :26 impl ies a future 
mass conversion of the Jews, there is no need to call in 
a special e lection of the Jews or lI ny further antithesis 
betwccn Jew and Centile in order to accomplish this. 
Again we are assuming that the discussion has refer
ence to Jews and Genti les in history. We are not 
interested in "saga~ e\'cnts. 

There is enough Israeli-A rab tension, to be sure, 
but we can trace these tensions hack to the Moham
medan conquests when the Jews were dispossessed of 
Pa lestine. Thc Moha mmedan conquests were not 

·cr. James Daane, " PcrSpt.'clive!i for OUT T ime." 'f he Rclonllc(/ 
Journal, September, 1004, p. 3. 
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Christolog ica lly oriented . Nor were they, as popular 
opinion has it, strongly influenced by religious mot ives. 
It was easy to make il religiou.~ peace with the Moham
medans. As to the present irritations, they go back to 
the repatriation of the Jews into Palestine after World 
War 11 and the refugee problems which it created for 
the Arabs. There is no reason to expect any immediate 
decrease in Israeli-Arab tension under these circum
sta nces. And as to the future, it is relatively safe to 
p rognosticate by the use of the word "may" as under 
its auspices anything can happen. 

Space prevents us from bringing the remaining 
three essays in this collection under scrutiny. Doubt
less, there are readers who disagree with our disagree
ments. Howcver, it is our studied conclusion that 
Daane i.~ as often esoteric as he is expository when 
expand in g on a Biblical theme. This may satisfy those 
with tin gling ears who confuse novelty with profun 
dity, but it does little for the advance of Biblica l 
theo logy in ollr day. Beyond that, his Anatomy of 
Anti-Semitism would have greater merit were it not 
limited to one aspect of the problem. 1t might have 
presented a thorough study. 

1886 - 1966 

AS THIS ISSUE of Torell (lnd 7'rlllll1'el is on the 
£"l press we of Hcforllu :d Fellowship Inc. received 
noti fication that our esteemed colleague, friend and 
bmther, the Rcv. Prof. Hienk B. Kuiper, has been 
removed from this life into the joyous presence of the 
Lord w hom he loved and served so long. 

Dea th ca rne nn the morning of F riday, April 22, 
anel that quite unexpectedly even though our brother 
experienced a gradual weakening of his otherwise 
strong constitution and sllstained interest in life. 

Wit h a host of Reformed believers in this and other 
lands we join in extendi ng Our sympathy to Mrs. 
Kniper, the children and grandchi ldren in the loss 
which is theirs. May the Cod and Father of our Lord 
J CSI1.~ Christ, the Father of mercies and the God of a ll 
comfort, speak his sustaining: and strengthening word 
and lead them in these d iff icult days. 

Prof. Kuiper was born on Jannary 31, 1886, in the 
Netherlands where his father, the Hev. Klaas Kuiper, 

",..,or,", oJ TO"UOO:;.., ""~ .. , .. ~ ,no.. 

served as pastor in several Reformed congrega tions. 
Coming to this country in 1891 with his parents, he 
lived first in Crand Haven, Mich., and later in Chicago, 
III ., where he received his early education and gradu
ated with the A.B. degree from the University of 
Chicago. Further education was received at the Un i
versi ty of Indiana, Calvin Theological Seminary and 
Princeton Seminary. Ln 1912 he was ordained as 
minister of the Christian Reformed Ch urch at Over
iscl, Mich . After four pastorates, one in the Heformed 
Church in America, Prof. Kuiper entered the teaching 
ministry to which he devoted the rest of the years of 
his active service. During the season 1929-1930 he 
was professor of Systematic Theology at Westminster 
T heological Seminary, Philadelphia, Pol., then newly 
established as a ringing protest against the rcorganiza
tion of Princeton which had before thi s been for so 
long a time the bulwark of confessional Calvinism 
within the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. For 
three years therc..1.ftcr he was p resident of Calvin Col
lege, to return in the fall of 1933 to Westm inster Sem
inary, where for nineteen years he served as professor 
of Practical Thl..>o logy. 

Upon retirement from that school in 1952 he was 
urged by the Christian Hcfonncd synod to servc as 
presidcnt of Calvin Semina ry, then passing throu gh 
so me pain fu l and perplcx ing years. This he did unt il 
at the age of 70 he retired in 1956. Ten add itional 
years wcre given to him by the Lord during which 11(' 
continued his activit ies on behalf of the chu rch by 
lectu ring :lnd preaching and writing. 

As a preacher he was widely sought after and will 
he Inng remembered as olle who rightly divi(k'<.l the 
\ ,yord of tmth, proclaiming the sovereign grace of 
God and bidding men to repen tance and fa it h in ollr 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

Many were thc art iclcs whidl flowed from his 
read y pen . D uring the years of servi ng the chnrches 
as pastor he authored Wllile tile Bridegroom Tarries, 
As to bei"g Reformed and Not of tile World. To these 
were added at a later date Are Infants Guilty before 
Co<l?, Scriptural Preaching, For Whom did CIlTist 
Die?, To be or ",ot to be Reformed, and The Glorious 
Body (If Christ. All his work was done with meticulous 
ca re and in strong and sustained comm itment to the 
Ch rist ian gospel as set fort h in classic Hefonned con
fess ions. Through these he will con tinue to speak fo r 
many a year. 

During the last several years Prof. Kuiper was 
intensely active in RefonJl(x\ Fellowship Inc. Re
peated ly he wrote incisive and ill uminating art icles 
011 doctrinal and ethica l issues which confron t the 
churches and their membership. From his wise cou n
sel tlnd his rich insights we ha ve bene6tted morc than 
call he p ut into words. For nil this we thank our Cod 
and take heart. 

- 1li;:FOHMt:D FELLOWSH II' I NC. 
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The 1966 synod of the Christian Reformed Church 
will within a few weeks convene in the First church 
of Pella, Towa, this year celebrating its centennial as 
the first congregation organized west of the Mississippi 
River. Just yesterday the first copies of the Agenda, 
indicating materials submitted for synodical action, 
became available to the church. Much praise is due 
our diligent Stated Clerk and the staff at the Publish
ing House for preparing such a large volume within 
so short a time. 

And now, what does the Agenda contain? 

Although this question should have highest prior ity 
at this time of the year among the delegates, we trust 
that thousands of members of the Christian Reformed 
Church will also eagerl y ask and seek answer to it. 
Synod is not a gathering of individuals; it is the 
official assembly of all the congregations ( hcnce, also 
of all the members) through their chosen and accred
ited representatives. Here in prayer for the Spirit's 
guidance and in obed ience to God's Word, which is 
the rule for faith and practicc, the church engages in 
the busincss assigned to it by her hcaven ly Savior and 
Lord. What synod does all the churches are in a very 
real sense engaged in doing. Thus interest in and 
p rayer for that work are incumbent on us all. 

This year's Agenda is a sizeable volume. It con
tains so much material , that we can alert the reader 
only to some of the more salient reports and recom

mendations in the hope that this will stir many to 
read all the material with care and proper judgment. 

Much of the material consists of rcports by the 
several boards and standing committees of the denom
ination. Several of the recommendations will likely 
occasion spiritcd discussion; such as, 

1 ) the elimination of interviews .with applicants 
to Calvin Seminary by the Board of Trustees; 

2) the plan to provide worship services for students 
residing on Knollcrest Campus; 

3) the endorsement of a plan by which the 
CHWRC will give assistance to congregations "with 
unusual (diaconal ) needs" in cooperation with 
classes and diaconal conferences; 

4) the request by the Sunday School Committee 
for "a full-time editor for Sunday School mater ials 
and leadership"; 

5) the reorganization on the Nigerian fi eld of our 
mission administration, together with the relocation 
of the main offices . 

Several Church Order matters will a lso demand 
attention. Besides material found in the overtures, 
there is the revised draft of "Rules for Church Visit
ing" which concerns in the nature of the case every 
consistory. Much more far-reaching, however, is the 
proposal of the committee repor ting on '"the delega
tion of deacons to major assemblies." Its position is 
argued in the light of Scripture, the Reformed prin
ciples of church government as found in the creeds 
and Church Order, and the experience and decisions 
of <!. sister-church dealing with the same matter. The 
committee recommends "that Synod declare that, in 
the light of Scripture and the Reformed confessions, 
it judges that there are no lawful objections to the 
delegation of deacons to the major assemb lies of the 
churches." Should this be adopted , the committee 
further urges that its additional recommendations, 
dealing with implementation , be referred to the 
churches prior to any final d ecision. T his appears 
highly advisab le, especially in view of the fact that 
what is envisaged is a rad ical change from past prac
tice in the Reformed churches. 

Undoubtedly much careful attention will be given 
matters concerning our relation to other denomina
tions. Much of this is incorporated in the report of 
the Committee on Ecumenicity and Church Cor
respondence. It requests that the president of Calvin 
Seminary b e sent as an observer to attend meetings 
of the Theological Committee of the World Pres
byterian Alliance. Attention is a lso directed to fruitful 
contacts with representatives of the Reformed Church 
of America, which led the commitlee not only to bring 
forward recommendations to the coming synod but 
also to address several denominational agencies to ex
plore the possibility of contacts and cooperative eHorts 
with their counterparts in t'he RC.A. Attention is 
also directed to the recent decision of the Reformed 
(Cereformeerdc ) Churches" of the Netherlands re
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garding membership in the W.C.C. The committoo 
recommends that a study committee be appointed to 
eva luate this action. Three overtures deal with the 
same matter and urge synodical decision . F rom the 
report it seems evident that at present closer contact 
with the Reformed ("Liberated") Churches of the 
Netherlands is not possible, since these churches 
regard our relationships with "the synod ically bound 
churches" as "an insuperable obstacle." 

A very comprehensive and readable report is 
presented by the Committee dealing with the 
Church and the Film Arts." It p resents a more ex
plicit formulation of the Christian's relation to the 
world in gcneral and to the fi lm arts in particular. In 
contrast with previolls decis ions this accentuates the 
posi ti ve role wh ich , in the committee's mind, Chris
tians may and should assume in the area of these arts 
as a cultural medium. Lest this brief comment be 
misconstrued by someone, we hasten to add that much 
attention has been paid also to the pastoral task of the 
church in guiding its membership in this field . 

By fa r the longest report is that of the "D octrinal 
Comm ittee" appointed b y the 1964 synod . In more 
than seventy pages it reviews and analyzes carefully 
the matter entrusted to it for study. Although the 
recommendations can be properly understood and 
evaluated only in the light of the report itself, we 
present them here for our man y readers who have 
no immediate access to the Agenda. Said committee 
recommends that synod adopt the following recom
mendations: 

"1. That, in the light of Scripture and the Con
fession, there is a qualitative distinction be
tween the general love of Cod for all His 
creatures and H is special love for the elect. 

"II . That, in the light of Scripture and the Con
fession , the doctrine of a dcfi nite or particular 
( limited ) atonement must be maintained. 

"III. 	Th,t. in the light of Sc.;ptu<c and the Con
fess ion, it is unwarranted to posit a universal 
atonement and a particular redemption. 

"IV. 	 Th't. in the light of Sc.;ptu<e and the Con
fession, it is unwarranted to say to each and 
every man without distinction 'Christ died 
for you.' 

"v. 	That, in the light of Scripture and the Con
fession , the doctrine of de6nite atonement is 
an incentive for rather than a hindrance to 
mission enthusiasm and endeavor." 

For these propositions clear and comprehensive 
grou nds are adduced. The d elegates will be cOm
pelled to devote much attention to this report, both 
because of the voluminous amount of material which 
it contains and because of the concern with this issue 
which the churches have displayed. If this is done, 
there shou Id be little desire or need to postpone a 
decision on the recommendations. 

Tn",...., ....~ TOII .... pn .... " ... 1...... 101.10. 

The subject of "theistic evolution" and its incom· 
patibility with the Scriptures and the creeds is raised 
in three overtures. One c1assis has directed its atten· 
tion in some depth to "1 nner City Policies" and 
"Campus Ministry Policies" and asks that synod adopt 
its formulations. The "Resolutions on Race" prepared 
by the Reformed Ecumenic'll Synod have also been 
subjected to careful scrutiny by a committee which 
urges that "synod provis ionally approve resolutions 1·6 
... and receive No.7 as information ..." 

Mention has been made only of ::;orne of the many 
matters which will engage synodical attention and for 
the resolving of which in obedience to Christ Jesus 
all of us ought most earnestly to pray. We close with 
the observation that th is Agenda is printed and d istrib· 
uted in such large quantity, in order that all con· 
sistory members (and, hopefully, many not serving in 
a consistory ) may read and reflect on that which 
concerns the church today. Especially those d elegated 
to the coming synod will net.'<i much time to p repare 
for their important assignment. Perhaps their con
sistories should consider the advisability of relieving 
them for a time from some of their customary d uties. 
The witness and welfare of our denomination as part 
of the church of our Lord Jesus Christ requires such 
patient and persevering and prayerful preparation . 
May with one heart and voice the Christian Reformed 
constituency testify to the i!" interest in the synodical 
gathering of their churches in the words of Psalm 122, 

"For aU my brethren and companion's sakes 
My prayer slw.ll be, Let peace in thee abide; 

Since God the Lord in thee His dwelling makes, 
To thee my love shall never be denied. '" 

The other day my wife sent me to a department 
store for a few articles. 1 went armed with the seem· 
ingly indispensable charger-plate. Having selected 
what 1 thought she wanted . 1 p resented the plate and 
was kindly but firmly asked b y the clerk to "sign" the 
charge account. Th is 1 did, knowing that I could not 
exercise the privilege of so doing business without 
p roper evidence of my willingness to assume the 
responsibilities. 

No one seems to object to such "signing" when 
making a purchase Without paying cash on the line. 
The signature is a solcmn and binding p ledge that 
the account will be paid at the proper time. And any
one who fails to keep that promisc will be called to 
aecount! 

Of course, relations to a d epartment store cannot 
be equated with relationships within Christ's church. 
But that there is some parallel can hardly be cogently 
denied . The privilege of serving Christ's church 
involves high and holy responsibilities. And that these 
may be recognized by both parties the church requires 
also the "signing" of the Fonnu/(J of Subscription. 

In this day, when even the most solemn agreements 

... 
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among individuals and organizations and nat ions are 
flouted , it appears necessary to insist in season and 
out of season that all office-bearers in the creedally
committed church have bound themselves by pledges 
which no olle forced upon them. When anyone fails 
or refuses to live up to his pledge, the church is com
pelled to call him to accou nt. Failure to do so is 
dereliction of duty! 

In two recent, well-written articles in Tlte Danner 
the Rev. Conrad R. Veenstra directs our attention to 
what is involved in such subscription. Some two years 
ago Torch and Trumpet was privileged to publish two 
articles dealing with the same subject from a slightly 
d ifferent aspect by Dr. Louis Praamsma. Likely many 
have read all these articles. A thoughtfu l second or 
third reading, however, deserves to be commended. 

What is at stake in this for the preservation and 
propagation of the Christ ian faith is far more than 
many seem to realize. It involves the recognition that 
serving in the Christian Heformed Chu rch is not any
one's "right"; it is a God-given privilege which entails 
serious and solemn responsibilities. It is an acknowl
edgement that "the com munion of the sa ints" is 
directly and decisively involved in the church's wit
ness to the gospel of God's grace. 1t is a hea rty admis
sion that all of us need this fellowship to grow in the 
grace and knowledge of the Savior. It is a sincere 
confession that the truth in Christ Jesus is not the 
preserve of a few theologians by profession. 

H ave you read the Formula of Subscription re
cently? 

Whatever has been alleged against it or its use, it 
remains one of the defences which Ch rist's church 
has agai nst the inroads of crror and the lie. And the 
necessity for such a safeguard is imperative in ou r 
day of doctrinal confusion, contradiction and chaos. 

I n tooay's world strident voices clamor that the 
Christian gospel is complctely out of step with the 
times. It is accused of being old -fashioned, impractical 
and irrelevant in a world which faces problems and 
perplexi tics unknown before. Large numbers lend 
thcir ears and hearts to such criticisms, with the result 
that we witness an alarming shift away from the doc
trine.<; a nd moral patterns which the chu rch has so long 
championed. 

One of the most subtle attacks has been launched 
agai nst the Christian home. 

Wc are told that the family is becoming outmoded. 
It can't be held together, no matter whal valiant 
attempts are made. Sel f-styled leaders arc even 
arguing that it may well be expe ndable as "the basic 
unit which li ves and works and plays and worships 
togethcr. " They a llow it Iitlle more responsibility 
than that of b ringing children into the world in a 
socially respectable way and providing them with a 
name. For the rest baby-sitters, nurseries and play-

schools can take care of our offspring in their earliest 
years, to be replaced later by the schools and a host 
of community enterprises. Th us the home becomes 
li ttle more than a place where occasionally people 
may hang their hat and ea t and slecp. 

Much of this deprecat ion of the home, we believe, 
is the result of the insidious p ropaganda which argues 
that "home-making" is really unworthy of a woman's 
energies; that it stifles her individuality and creativity; 
that it robs her of an opportunity to be of influence 
in the world. And what is more tragic, some sincere 
Christian believers seem to be of the same opinion. 

The Bible has such a d ifferent estimate of the role 
of women in the horne. Here she makes her unique 
and most permanent contribution to society and to the 
Christian church. Although this is by no means the 
only sphere in which bclieving women can truly and 
happily serve their Lord, its importance can hardly 
be overrated. Much of the decline of Christian con
viction in churches, schools and community must be 
traced to a weaken ing of covenantal homes. Much of 
the mounting delinquency and degeneration which 
characterizes the so-called Christian nations must be 
traced at least in part to a loss of consecrated Chris
tian living in the homes. And shall there be a reforma
tion of life and morals in our time, not a little of the 
momentum wiU have to be generated in Christian 
families, in which the mother plays so large a part. 

Because these arc our convictions, we are pleased 
to present elsewhere in this issue an interview with 
an outstanding Christian w ife and mother to whom 
high honors have recently come. This we do not to 
praise her but to thank our Cod whose grace she 
experiences and seeks to extol. 

Likely an article of this sort comes as a surprise to 
those who think of Torch and Trumpet as solely in
terested in the "theory" of the Christian faith. Rather, 
we are convinced that sound doctrine bears the fruit 
of t ried and true godliness. T hus the gospel of our 
Lord and Savior is far from irrelevant and impractical. 
Only the gospel transforms li ves and makes them con
sistent ly usefu l in the service of God and fellow-man. 
Likewise, it makes the Christian family a unique in
strument in God's hand to witness to the grace and 
glory of the Savior. 

This intelv iew docs not imply that a ll Christian 
women should marry and become homemakers. Nor 
docs it seek to argue that all Christian wives and 
mothers can and should imitate Mrs. Vreeman. Cod 
gives each of his children a unique ca ll ing and posi
tion and responsibility. We do well to recall the child's 
hymn which many of us learned when vcry young, 

"Jesus bids us s11ine with a clear, pure light, 
Like a little candle bUNling in the nig/l t; 

In this world of dllrknes,~ we must s/line, 
You in your Sllwll comer and J in mine." 

And for the Christian mother the first and foremost 
place to shi ne is in the home. 



passage. He takes them for granted . In Acts 13:46 he 
says, "It was necessary that the Word of God should 
fi rst be spoken to you. Seeing ye thrus t it from you 
and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, 10, weELECTION AND HUMAN 

turn to the Gentiles." What is this but a clear-cut 
emphasis on human responsibili ty? The Jews con
demned themselves for rejecting the C hrist, for 
thrusting the Word of Cod from th em. That was anRESPONSIBILITY 
 act of their own will. T hat represented a deliberate 
rejection of the Word of God. lly so doing they judged 
themselves unworthy of e ternal life. We do not read

JOHANNA TIMMER 
here that Cod judged them unworthy. No, we read 
that they judged themselves unworthy. The H oly 
Spirit stresses self-condemnation here. These Jews

ON I-IIS FIRST missionary journey Paul addresses 
will have to confess that it is their fault that theythe worshippers in the synagogue of Antioch in 
rejected the Word of Cod.Pisidia. That sermon was so well received that Paul 

When speaking of the Gentiles in Acts 13:48, Paul was asked to speak these words again on the nex t 
writes, "and as many as were ordained to e ternal li feSabbath. When, however, on the next Sabbath "the 
believed." What is this but a crys tal clear statementJews saw the multitudes. they were filled with jeal
of election? Cod's chosen ones will come to faith inousy, and contradicted the things that were spoken 
him. The sheep shall hear the voice of Jesus, and all by Paul and b lasphemed." 
of them, Jew a nd Gentile, shall be one fl ock, one 111 response to this reaction, "Paul and Barnabas 
shepherd . Of this Jesus assures us in John 10:16. As spake boldly and said, <It was necessary that the Word 
man y as a re ordained to eternal life shall believe, and of God should first be spoke n to you. Seeing yc thrust 
"they shall never perish, and no one shall snatch themit from you and judge yourselves unworthy of elem al 
out of my hand." John 10:28. life, 10 we turn to the Gentiles'," Th is was in fu lfil

No, my human mind cannot grasp the compatibilment of the prophetic word spoken by Isa iah, " J have 
ity of these seemingly divergent truths, but, for a llset thee for a light of the Gentiles, that thou shouldcst 
tha I' , they exist i.n the mind of God . Therefore I must be for sa lvation unto the utlennost part of the ea rth ." 
believe both . Then we read that uwhen the Gentiles heard this, 

In the day of judgmcnt the sinner w ill have tothey were glad, and glorified the word of God: and as 
say, "It is my fault that I sta nd condemned . It ismany as were ordained to e te rnal life believed." 
my fa ult that 1 am lost." The sai nt, on the other hand ,In this brief passage of Acts, God revea ls two deep 
will have to say, "It's Cod's grace in Jesus C hrist that truths which, though incomprehensi ble withi n the 
J am acquitted. It's God's grace that saved me." Thenarrow range of human logiC, are fully compatible in 
sinner will have no excuse to offer; the sai nt willthe infini te mind of God . The two truths to which the 
have no merit of his own to p rese nt. "It's my fau ltl passage refers are those of election and human respon
It's my fault!" This painful consciousness will hauntsibility. These truths, so incongruous according to 
tJle sinner e ternally. "It 's God's grace! It 's God'sman's way of thin king, blend perfectly in the super
grace!" This preciolls consciousness will flU the heart huma n, the infinit e, the perfect mind of God. 
of the saint with joy eternal. What a difference thereHuman logic has at leas t two limitations - the 
is between the destiny of the sinner and of the saint! limitation of fi niteness and that of being darkened by 

The facL of !';: Iection does not diminish one whit thesin. That ma n is to be pitied whose reach of fai th 
measure of human responsibili ty. The fact of humanstops with the humanly comprehensible. How dis
responsib ility does not in an y wise negate the glorious torted are the concepts of him who limits the scope 
truth of election! "Ye judge yourselves unworthy . . " of what he believes to the humanly comprehensible! 
"As many as were ordained to e ternal life believed ."That is why he rejects elect ion as a negation of human 
Thus saith thc Scripture! Soli Dea Giarfu! responsi bility and human responsibilit y as a negation 

of election. The natural man receiveth not the "com
patibility" of human responsibility and election. How 
can he know them, for they are spiritually discerned . Commenting 011 A(1s 13:46, 48, Miss Johanna 
T hat so many regenerate men re ject the one or the Timmer of Holland, Mich , - veteran teacher in 
other is hardcr to un derstand because God has sevcral Christian schools, tht' Refonlled BilJle 
revealed both to be true. lrutitfltc, and CalVin CoUege - shOleS tlillt tTUe 

Paul reckoned with both factors. Both of these faitll , while unable to reconcile "ie Biblical 
d octrines constitute part of the warp a nd woof of his truths of sovereign election and humon respon
theological pattern . He lIses them as occasion de sibility, nonethelcss respects aud honors and 
mands, without apology, and without fear of marring rejoices ill both. 
the Gospel. He makes no issue of them in this 

TORCH "nd TRUMPET. Mav-June 1966 d r ' '/ 



THE GENERAL SYNOD OF THE 

REFORMED CHURCH IN AMERICA 1966 


JEROME DE JONG 

I HAVE BEEN ASKED to discuss in this article 
some of the issues before the General Synod of the 

Reformed Church this year. The assignment is not 
an easy one since there are no overtures available 
for the comi ng synod. The overtures were due from 
the Classes April 1 and the overtures from the Partic
ular Synods will not be available until latcr in May. 
However there are certain issues that face the Synod 
of which we are aware which may help to g ive us 
an idea of the business of Synod this year. 

This year Ceneral Synod will meet on the cam
puses of Hope College and Western Theological Sem
inary in honor of the centennial celebrations of these 
two institutions. 

Ordination of Women 
Throughout the year the various classes of the 

church have been voting on a change in the constitu
tion. This change would permit the ordination of 
women to the offices of elder and deacon. Some years 
ago Genera l Synod debated the issue quite warmly. 
At that time it was defeated. This time there seemed 
to be quite a bit of apathy in the church concerning 
the issue. Some of the literature published by General 
Synod for ordination of women some years ago was 
republished. I think several men felt that the cause 
was virtu ally hopeless. I am personally happy to 
report that according to the most recent tabulation 
the issue is defeated. Women will not be ordained to 
the offices of elder and deacon. The Reformed Church 
requires a two-thirds vote of the classes to approve a 
change in the constitution. With almost all the classes 
reporting the vote seems to be about 50/50. 

Merger of the Seminaries 
Last year the issue of uniting Western Theological 

Seminary and New Brunswick Seminary was before 
the church. Although both boards and bot h faculties 
had given approval to the idea, the Permanent Com
mittee on Theological Education at the last synod 
voted to discontinue merger talks and to proceed on 
the basis of a need for two seminaries. There will be 

an overture presented to the coming General Synod 
from the Classis of Passaic in which request will be 
made to consider merger once again. I suspect that 
Synod will vote, No action, because of last year's 
study. It is my opinion, and 1 may be entirely in
correct, that this overture arises out of a desire to 
have more theological unanimity in the classes. I am 
afraid, however, it is with a desire to have a more 
liberal approach to Bible scholarship than we now 
have in our churches. This can probably be achieved 
by a. united seminary. At the present time Western 
Theological Seminary still retains a conservative 
reputation. 

Liturgy 
The General Synod has proposed a revised liturgy 

to the churches. This li turgy has been under revision 
since 1948. Many of the features in the newcst liturgy 
arc belter than in previolLs revisions. The Lord's 
Supper liturgy is a great improvement over a previous 
revision that omitted the heart of the liturgy in the 
matt er of: "Let us also consider to what end the Lord 
has instituted this supper." It is apparen t that the 
revised liturgy will be approved by the classes with 
the exception of the liturgy of baptism. More about 
this issue can be read in this issue of Tonal AND 
l'nUMl'li... One of the interesting questions turns on 
the issue of the mandatory character of the li turgy. 

For many years the constitution has stated that the 
Order of Worship on the Lord's D ay should be in 
accordance with the li turgy of the Reformed Church. 
There is also provision for such "additions" as con
sistories may deem wise. This provision permits quite 
a bit of freedom in worship. There are those who 
would like to insist that the exact order of worship of 
the liturgy be made obligatory. It has always seemed 
to me that one of the great strengths of the Reformed 
Church was its semi-liturgical worship - only the 
liturgy of baptism, Lord's Supper and ordination 
services being required. I do not believc that uni
formity in worship is of necessity a blessing. If Gen
eral Synod should move in this direction it would, 

The pastor of the Imffl6nuei Refornl£'t! 
Church of Grand Rapids, Michigan, introduces 
the readers to some of the issues which will be 
presented for discussion alld decision to tlw 
broadest llssembly of his denomination within a 
few weeks. 

in my opinion, only meet with frustration. I fe.lr that 
the increasing emphasis on liturgy in all denomina
tions is not such a healthy sign as one might imagine. 

Literature 
General Synod w ill be receiving p rotests on the 

matter of the d istribution of li terature by its various 
committees. Recently the Christian Action Commis



sion distributed material from the Friends Society 
which recommended various reactions to the draft 
law. One of the recom mended procedures was to dis
obey the law altogether for, after aU, a Christian can 
be useful even in jail. Now whether the Commission 
intended this to represent its atti tude, they did not 
say and that is precisely the rub. Ministers do not 
want a ll kinds of "crackpot" mail sent under the aus
pices of Ceneral Synod's committees without a t least 
a covering comment. 

Fund Raising 
The Genera l Synod, though its Stewardship Coun

cil, voted to engage the services of a fund-raising 
group, Ketchum Inc. The purpose is to raise a large 
capital fund budget for the use of the churches. This 
will cost the church more than $180,000 for these 
services. There will undoubtedl y be protests lodged 
with Synod this year, as there have been in the past. 
Some classes have expressed their wish not to have 
the fund raising agency among them. It will be 
interesting to see what action is taken on this matter 
at the Synod. 

Church Union 
No doubt the readers are aware that there was a 

meeting of the Interchurch Relations Committee of 
the Reformed Church in America and the Committee 
on Ecumellicity of the Christian Reformed Church. 
A report of this will be made to our Synod and I have 
no idea what the report will say. 

The most important union issue is thc matter of 
union between the Reformed Church and the Pres
byteri an Church U.S. (Southern ). A plan for un ion 
between the churches is to be presented to the two 
denominations no later than 1968. In 1967 the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church U.S. and the 
General Synod of the Reformed ChurcJ-i will meet 
simultaneously in Bristol, Tennessee. There was a 
preliminary meeti ng of the two denominations in Janu
ary of this year in Louisville, Kentucky. 

The problem in the union d iscussion is that since 
there is no plan of un ion, many feel it is irresponsible 
to speak against union (not vice-versa, however ) be
fo re a plan is presented. General Synod has had 
mdny overtures on the subject and no donbt will have 
some again this year. From the East the overtures 
recommend speed in un ion d iscussions and an earnest 
desire to proceed to consummate such a union. From 
the West there will be some overtures asking for 
guarantees on church properties and minister's pen
sion rights in the event o( un ion. From the Southern 
Ch urch there will be overtures requesting union talks 
With the United Presbyterian Church U.S. A. 

11 is a rather interesting thing to know that the 
conservative element of the Presbyterian Church U.s. 
favo rs union with the Reformed Church in America. 
They feel that the power of the conservative group 
within the Reformed Church plus their group will be 
strong enough to "leaven the whole lump," which, I 
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am sure, i5 vIsIOnary to say the least. On the other 
hand the COnservative element in the Refonned 
Church opposes this union belieVing that it is only a 
prelude to a larger union with the United Presbyterian 
Church U .5.A. This is also the wish of many in the 
Presbyterian Church U.S. and in the Reformed Church 
in America. 1 think the attitude of many in the Pres
byterian Church U.S. is, "If that poor, struggling 
group wants to amount to something, let them join us, 
what's another 200,000? ( The Presbyterian Church 
U.S. numbers about 1,000,000.) 

1896 -1966 

Born in the Netherlands, coming to the United 
States at the age of fou rteen with his parents to settle 
in Kenosha, Wisconsin, and graduating from Calvin 
Seminary in 1925, the Hev. Christian Huissen served 
faithfull y and frui tFully in the Christian Reformed 
ministry for forty years. 

After a lingering iJlncss the Lord took him to him
self on Tuesday, Apri l 26. 

During the years af active service he ministered 
to the congregations of Hull, Iowa, First Englewood 
in Chicago, 111., Eastern Avenue in Grand Rapids, 
Mich., Rock Valley, Iowa, and Bauer, Mich., after 
which he retired in 1964. Upon several occasions he 
was delegated to the synodical assemblies of the 
church. In addition he served on the Board of Trus
tees of Ca lvin Co llege and Seminary, the Christian 
Reformed Board of Foreign Missions, and as synodical 
delegate charged with the examination of candidates 
for the Christian Reformed ministry. 

H is strong convictions on the blessed gospel of our 
God as set forth in the Reformed confessions, always 
clearly and consistently proclaimed, have been a 
source of blessing to the churches which he loved and 
served. His pastoral concern made him to be highly 
respected and warmly cherished by all who really 
knew him. 

We of Reformed Fellowship Inc. mourn his depar
ture. For several years he was a valued member of the 
board. His short and stimulating contribu tions under 
"Viewpoint," which invariably evoked comment from 
many, wi ll be missed. The last of these articles ap
pears elsewhere in this issue. 

To Mrs. Hui ssen, his children and grandchildren 
we extend heartrelt Christian sympathy. May the God 
of all grace make his presence and his promises a 
source of strength .in their lives . 

- REI'1)RMED FEl..LOWSB1P I NC. 
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LET'S MATCH CALVINISTS AND RQMANISTS! 

A ROUND TA BLE DISCUSSION of Calvinist ic 
ministers and Homan Catholic priests - now 

there's a thought. 
I have just fin is hed read ing The 11 Vatican Council 

and the new Catholicism by Berkouwcr. The author, 
qu ite characteristica lly I think, makes too many con
cessions to the enemy hut nevertheless spells out the 
general concensus that a fresh breeze is blowing from 
the West. Evidentl y Rome is taking a new look at 
the Protestan t Reformation. Some scholars arc saying 
that the Council of Trent (the counter-Reformation 
spearhead ) both received and gave out a wrong im
pression of the Reformation. 

We also hear that Rome does not intend to sur
render to the Reformation on such precious truths as 
"salvation by fai th ," "salvation by grace a lone," and 
"the Scriptures on ly." We sincerely question the truth 
of such statements but the fact that they are bei ng 
made should make grand and fru itful matcrial - not 
fo r an "open-end discllssion," hut for a mutual search
ing of the Scriptures. What a gloriolls prospect! I 
venture to say that more progress would be made in 
sllch a clearly-delineated study than could be made 
with the hodge-podge of Liberals, Fundamenta lists 
and devotees of other "Isms" that make up the so
called Protestant Churches of our day. 

History teachcs that churches do not change' their 
(ourse, but individuals in them may have a genuine 
conversion. Among the undesirable trcnds within 
Rome today there is undoubted ly a small curren\" 
turning to the \Vord of Cod. Perhaps we can say 

there are the beginn ings of an inner Heformation. 
What disturbs me is to sec these "seekers" from Rome 
being welcomed to gatherings of Liberal min isters. 
Suppose there are priests searching for the light of 
Cod's Word? What must be their dismay in find ing 
the Protestant liberal church further away h om the 
Word of Cod than Rome ever was! 

Calvinists, break down your walls. Co talk with 
Christ's sheep wherever they may be found. In utter 
surprise a priest said recently, "1 never knew there 
were others than Pentecostals and Liberals in the Prot
estant Church," 

For the real presence of Christ in the m.\ss, some 
suggest the word transignifjcation instead of irans* 
substantiation. Listen, men of the robe and collar, 
Calvin would speak with thee! 

ROSEHT K. CHURCH I L L 

THE GREAT SOCIETY 

H UMAN SIN red to what Milton called "Paradise 
Lost." But Cod in his mercy provided guilty 

Adam with a taper of hope. Since then "Paradise 
Regained" is our ideal. 

Tn 1516 Sir Thomas More wrote Utopia, picturing 
an ideal but indefinitely remote cou ntry. Now "uto
pian" is used to characterize any ideal social or polit
ical scheme whether practicable or not. When 
President Johnson set fo rth his plan for "the C reat 
Society," one prominent senator dubbed it "a b lue* 
print for Utopia." 

The word '''great,'' with its overtone.~ of pride, 
may well be subject to reservations. Our president 
repeatedly says that we ure "proud" of things, But 
"Cod resisteth the proud" and "by pride cometh only 
contention" (James 4:6; Provo 13: 10 ). Al ready many 
peoples are envious of our prosperity and suspicious 
of our power. Pride must not further sully our image. 

Yet to many in our land "the Creat Society" carries 
much appea l, Who rea lly wants to oppose it? Also, it 
is a very inclusive watchword. Practicall y any pro
posa l can find a place tinder it. It plans to provide 
something for a lmost everybody, keeping its eye seem
ingly on sizeable blocs of voters. Ma ny of its benefits 
arc not based on rea l and proven need, si nce proving 
need would vio late "human d ignity" according to the 
most ardent champions. 

These different projects will be tremendousl y ex
pensive and will grow in cost as various undertakings 
develop. A swelling stream of taxes is needed and will 
be collectcd by thc federal government. New bu rellus 
with competcn t heads, many employees and vast 
facilities w ill arise to take thei r "bite." We do well to 
remember that nothing from Washington is free , Folks 
on ly gct back what folks send in, and by no means 
a ll of that. An officia l st udy. made reccntly, estimates 
that under present laws the federal government will 
be taxing up to 165 billions of dollars ann ually. Will 



the party in officc manipulate that power to remain 
in office? Meanwhile even more "government hand
out" is planned. By encouraging people to look for 
more aid from Uncle Sam, thei r character, attitudes 
and habits are changed. The spirit of industry, thrift 
and prudcnt management, together with self-reliance, 
deteriorates. And loss of sound character is fatal to 
any society 

"Ill fares the land to hast'ning ills a prey; 

When wealth accumulates and men decay." 

Today we see grave wrongs abroad - a mounting 
crime rate, organized disobedicnce to law, bold im
morality, the breakdown of many homes, violence and 
death on the highways. Self- and family-controls are 
often lacking, and that in ,\ time when many insist 
that they "never had it so good." However, folks 
don't become good by having it good . The funda
mental issue is not what men have but what they are. 

In the United Statcs we profess to be a nation 
"under God." Our motto is "In God we trust." This 
bcing so, we must hear God saying to us that "right
eousness exalteth a nation" and thaI "justice roll down 
as waters and righteousness as a mighty stream" and 
that "the work of righteousness shall be peace" (Prov. 
14:34; Amos 5:24; Isa. 32: 17). Then our programs 
will be based on right and not on consensus; on justice 
fo r all and not on vote-getting. 

To what are we as Christians called? 

God bids us p ray for our land, even as we sing, 
"Protect us by thy might, great God our King!" 

He commands us to stand firmly for obedience to 
law, "Let every soul be subject to the higher powers." 

We are to "give to Caesar the things that are 
Caesar's" - in conscientious voting, due participation 
in civic programs, and aid to law-enforcement agen
cies. 

In this nation we are to be "salt" and "light." God's 
people are his "great society" even now in principle, 
in program, in progress ancl in promise. By so living 
in this nation, loving our neighbor as ourselves, reach 
ing out a helping hand to a ll his need whether mate
rial or social, cultural or spiritual, we shall be better 
citizens used by God to demonstrate someth ing of his 
better society, 

Only thcn will "the good society" here and now 
point upward to the society above when "they shall 
bring the glory and honor of the nations into it." 

CHRIS H U ISSEN 

THINGS TO LIVE BY 

M OST PEOPLE are concerned about what they'll 
have to "live on"; many striving also for 

enough to "live it up." 

Many fear what they'll have to "live with" - toils 
and hardships. 

Nobler souls ask what they have to "live fo r." For 

them life-motivation adds life-meaning; worthy quest 
means higher zest. 

Then comes the question about what to "live by." 
Life needs way-marks, especiall y spiritual life. As 
we prize and use our highway markings, so the soul 
needs guide-posts, standards for its guidance, 

As the mariner guides his ship by the 6xed stars, so 
God's child guides his life, faith and thought by God's 
sure Word. "To the law and to the testimony! if they 
speak not according to this word, surely there is no 
morning for them" ( Isaiah 8:20 ). 

Our time-honored, Bible-grounded creeds serve as 
additional markings on the Christian "way." 1n rela
tion to our faith the Reformed Standards scrve to 
clarify, to unify, to testify, and to fortify! As they 
grew out of historical needs, so history also firml y 
testifies to their enduring values. 

In their fidel ity to God's Word they share in the 
enduring relevance and the lasting values of that 
Word. Their great truths and emphases, Bible-derived , 
continue to be things to "live by." 

But Satan, the great falsifier, together with his 
fo llowers moves both subtly and boldly to obscure 
life's true way-marks, Wreckers are displaying false 
lights on the shores of time. 

Cod's people urgently need to be very sens it ive to 
any covert or overt chipping away of the authority of 
God's infallible Word. Also to any undermining of 
our Bible-based creeds. 

Surely, ours is a time for earnest watching over the 
things we "live by"! 

CORNEAL H O LTROl' 

, . , . AND REAP THE WHIRLWIND 

SHORTLY AFTER World War II , Jean-Paul Sart.re, 
the philosopher-playwright wrote in explanation 

of existentialism's slogan Existence precedes essence, 
"Thus, there is no human nature, since there is no 
God to conceive it. Not on ly is man what he conceives 
himself to be, but he is also only what he wills himself 
to be after this ( his) thrust towards existence, 
If existence really does precede essence, there is no 
explaining things away by reference to a fixed and 
given human nature. In other words there is no 
determinism, man is free, man is freedom." 

In the early fifties Albert Camus began his 'fhe 
Rebel with these words, "There are crimes of passion 
and crimes of logic. The boundary between them is 
not clearly defined. But the Penal Code makes the 
convenient distinction of premeditation. We are living 
in the era of premeditation and the perfect crime. 
Our criminals are no longer helpless children who 
could plead love as their cause, On the con trary, they 
are adults and they have a perfect alibi; philosophy, 
which can be used far any purpose - even fo r trans~ 
forming murderers into judges." 

1n March of this year Hichard Thorne, the non 
student leader of an off-campus Sexual Freedom 
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League in the vicinity of the University of ~alifornia 
at Berkeley, justified the activities of his group with 
these words, "'Man will only become free when he 
can overcome his own guilt and when society stops 
trying to manage his sex life for him." What he 
means should be clear to all: man will only be free 
when society allows him absolute and complete free
dom, recogn izing that man is freedom. 

The philosophers have taught their lessons well . 
They had their seedtime; we are reaping the harvest. 

N ICK R. VAN TIL 

ADVICE FROM THE CHURCH 

L ET IT NEVER BE SAID that the Church is in
different to the foreign policy methods of the 

U.S. government. Proof for the Church's concern has 
come from two important sources: the World Council 
of Churches and the National Council of Churches. 
These two bodies have advised, urged, and recom
mended changes in U.S. foreign policy, notably with 
reference to the war in Viet Nam. 

Recently at Geneva, the Central Committee of the 
World Council of Churches adopted a resolution on 
the Viet Nam war. The document serves advice on 
a cessation of bombing North Viet Nam and a future 
withdrawal of U.S. troops, and it contains an appeal 
to North Viet Nam to stop infiltrating South Viet 
Nam. Likewise, the General Board of the National 
Council of Churches adopted a policy statement on 
Viet Nam during its December 1965 meeting. When 
this Board met again in February 1966, it addressed 
itself once aga in to the Viet Nam conflict. 

lndisputably, the Church has a duty to fulfill to
wards the civil government. However, in view of the 
spiritual nature of the Church's duty, the Church may 
ncvcr prescribe political and military policies whicll 
the government should pursue. In the words of the 
Westminster Confess ion, "Synods and Councils are 
to handle or include nothing but that which is ec
clesiastical; and arc not to intermeddle with civil 
affairs which concern the commonwealth, unless by 
way of humble petition in cases extraordinary; or by 
way of advice for satisfaction of conscience, if they 
be thereunto required by the civil magistrates" ( Art . 
XXXI, Section IV ). 

What, then, is the duty of the Church? The 
Church at large must daily pray for an end to the war 
in Viet Nam. And the Church must pray that gu id
ance be given to the President of the U.S. and the 
leaders in North Viet Nam. If church councils w ish 
to adopt resolu tions , let such resolutions be directed 
to Christian believers everywhere to pray ferventl y 
for peace. Such prayers are more necessary and ·fruit
f ul than pronou ncements on specifically poli tical and 
military matters which obscure the church's proper 
calling. 

SIMON KISTEMAKER 

THE IMPORTANCE 


OF 


THE REFORMATION 


KLAAS RUNIA 

O N OCTOBER 31 it was 448 y~rs ...ago that the 
monk, Martin Luther, posted hIS 95 theses upon 

the door of the castle church in Wittenburg. In itself 
it was a rather insignificant fact. It just meant that 
a young theological professor invited his colleagues 
for a dispute on certain theological issues. Tn reaHty, 
however it became the starting point for a new 
theo logi~a l and ecclesiastical movement that decisively 
changed the whole face of thc Western Church. Up 
till th is very day the impact of this fact is still being 
felt. 

At the sa me l ime, in our day, we hear an increasi ng 
number of voices asking: Is it still necessary to hold 
on to those decisio1lS of the 16th century? There are 
even voices that say: Actually it was not necessary in 
the L6th century either. They speak of the Reforma
tion as a "tragic mistake," which never should have 
happened . However, the number of the latter voices 
is not very great. Most Protestants would still agree 
that the Reformation in the 16th century itself was an 
historical necessity. Even many Roman Catholics 
admit that the situation in the Church of Rome of the 
16th cen tury was such that something had to be done. 

Of course, they still regret the fact that Luther's 
action led to a schism in the Church; they also are 
critical of Luther's theology, but they do adm it that 
the inner corruption of the Church had re.'lehed a 
stage which made some kind of reform inevitable. 

But wha.t about today? 15 it still necessary to con
t inue the' old controversy? More and mor-e Protestants 
seem inclined to answer this question in the negative. 
They believe that the time has come to remove the 
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old barricrs. In fact, they believe that many of the 
old barriers are not rea l or relevant any more. 

Importa nt Changes 
On either side of the old dividing line there have 

been important changes. Home has changed and 
shows a real appreciation of the truths rediscovered 
by the Reformers of the 16th century. The Churches 
of the Reformers have changed , also, and admit that 
on many points the theology of the Reformers was 
determined by reaction, the result being that the ful
ness of the Christian truth was not always seen by 
them. 

Take, for example, the problem of the relation be
twecn Scripture and Tradition. In the 16th century 
there was a wide gulf on this point. The Reformers 
emphatically dedared that Scripture is the only source 
of revelat ion and norm of fai th. Over against them 
the Council of Tren t declared that the truth and dis
cipline which Christ proclaimed with his own mouth 
are contained "in written books and unwritten tradi
tion's," which arc to be received and venerated "'with 
eq ual p ious affection and rcverence." In this century, 
however, the situation has changed. While Trent 
seemed to teach two parallel sources of revelation, 
the Second Vatican Council has decla red that there 
is but one source of revelation, viz., the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ, which comes to us through two different 
channels ~ namely the Bible and the apostolic tradi
tion . At the same time many Protestants are willing 
to accept trad itions, not as an additional source of 
revelation, but as a helpful, and even authoritative, 
interpretation of the original revelation. In other 
words, the parties have come much closer together. 

J~urthermore. it is said , we can no longer alford to 
continue this struggle within Christia nity itself. We 
are living in days in which Christianity as a whole is 
threa tened by dangerous and mi ghty foes. Secularism, 
nihil ism, Communism, etc., are slaying. their thousands 
and ten thousands. In the heathen world we see a 
strong revival of the old religions. In such a situation 
there is no time for a "civil war" within Christian ity 
itself. 

~ believe that it is worthwhile for liS as evangelicals 
to IIstcn to these voices, and ask ourselves the q ues
t io~: .[s the Reformation still a living reality today? 
Jf It IS not, we had better stop our com memorations 
on or around October 31. If it is only and purely an 
historica l aITair, we shol1ld lise our time for more 
necessary thin gs. A commemoration, especially an 
annual commemoration, is meaningful on ly when the 
fact that is commemorated is still relevant for our 
own day. 

In these articles we intend to answer these q ues
tions by first studying the relation of the Church of 
Rome to the Reformation, a nd then also the situation 
in the Protestant Churches themselves. 

Changes In Rome 

There can be no doubt that i.n reccnt years much 
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has changed in the Church of Home. I only need to 
mention the fact of the Second Vatican Council. A 
few years ago sueh a Council would have been 
deemed impossible. 

To a large extent this change is due to one man : 
Pope John XXIII . On purpose 1 wrote, "to a large 
cxtent.n It is evident that he could not have accom
plished such a change if there had not been a kindred 
spirit in large sections of the Church itself. Tn fact, 
for many years there was an ever growing progressive 
party in the Church. But before John was called to 
the highest office in his Church, this party had hardly 
any inRuenee upon the administration of the Church. 
The Roman curia, in particular, was strongly tradition
alist in outlook and action. But then John came, and 
almost overnight the whole situation changed! 

T here is something of a mystery in the appearance 
of this man. He had been Pope fo r a few years only, 
and yet he changed the face of his C hurch completely. 
Many books have been written about him, but no 
author has yet been able to explain this mystery full y. 
He was chosen as a "papa d i passagio," a "t ransition 
Pope." Apparently the cardinals could not agree on 
anyone else at the time. He was an old man, well in 
his 70s, an age when most people have become rusty 
in their thinking and set in their ways . Yet he became 
the greatest innovator of his Church in modern times. 

Some have called him "a political genius." So 
Hobert Kaiser, in his book, Inside the Council, said: 
"Behind his action, wi th their political resonances, 
there lies an intuitive grasp of the geopolit ica l situa
tion in our world" ( p. 4 ). Others called him "the 
pastoral Pope with his childlike devotions." Cardinal 
Heenan of Westminster wrote in 1964: "Pope John 
was the old-fashioned 'garden of the sour type of 
Catholic. . He was not an original thinker . . 
He was no innovator ... he was responsib le for no 
great reform. His great achievement was to teach 
the world of the 20th century how small is hatred, 
and how great is lovc" (quoted by E. E. Y. H ales, 
"Pope John and hi .~ revolution," 1965, p. 3). Which 
of the two is right? It is hard to say. But one thing 
is certain: Pope John was "sui generis,n an unique 
phenomenon, and his b rief reign was cat aclysmic. 

All, both Homan Catholics and Protestants, also 
agree that he was a "bonus pastor," a good pastor. 
Both words should be emphasised. He was a real 
pastor, fu ll of concern for people, not only those be
longing to his own Church, but also those outside this 
Church. He wanted to be a pastor to the whole world . 
He also was a good man. He had a deep and real 
love for his Mastcr Jcsus Christ. One only needs to 
read his diary, publishcd aftcl' his death : "The 
Journey of a Soul" - how diHerent is this from the 
situation in the days of the Reformation! 

The Westminster Confession speaks fo r the situ
ation of its day when it says in Ch. XXV, section vi: 
"There is no other head of the Church than the Lord 
Jesus Christ, nor can the Pope of Rome in any sense 
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be head thereof; but is that antichrist, that man of 
sin, and son of perdition , that exalteth himself in the 
Church against Christ, and all that is called God. " I 
know, of course, that this statement is not meant as 
a judgment of the person of the Pope but rather of 
his office. But even so, the changes that have taken 
place are striking. [ really wonder whether the West
minster Divines would have saith the same if they 
had known a Pope such as John XXIIT. 

Thanks to John , after more than 90 years, a new 
Council was convened in Rome, and it became one 
great surprise, even for the Roman Catholics them
selves. For the majority of the bishops appeared to 
bc p rogressive. I do not think that they all were 
progressives already when first coming to Home. But 
once present at the Council, the majority of them was 
caught by the progressive spirit. Some of the most 
progressive theologians (a.o. Karl RaImer) were ap
pointed as official advisers of the Council fathers. 

Karl Barth's Evaluation 
All this meant a very great cha nge. Tn a reccnt 

interview deal ing with the relation between Rome and 
the Reformation, Karl Ruth has said: "Since Hahner, 

For some years to corne Protestant church 
leaders aud members wiU engage ill evaltulting 
the imlJ(lct of the decisions of the Second Vaticnu 
Coullcil u;hich concluded ds sessions last fall. ]" 
th is ll rticle Dr. Klcws Runia, professor at the 
RefMm ed l'heolo{!,ical College at GeclOllg (Vic
toria), Australia , begins (l s('1"ies intetuled to alert 
us that the ~,~ues illl'olved in Rome ON·fW' Ref
ornwti(m have not yet been settled. 

Kueng and Hat:tinger (some of the most influential of 
the progressive t heologian.~ ) one can no longer say 
that Roman Catholics know nothing of free grace," 
On the contrary, these men openly say: Cod's grace is 
free and sovereign. I n his doctoral thesis on the doc· 
tri ne of justi fication Hans Kueng has said that there 
is no essential d ifference between the Council of Trent 
and the theology of the Reformers on this point, for 
Home too believes in justification by faith alone! 

But Barth immediately went on and said: "These 
progressive theologians are not yet the Church of 
Rome itself! They represent a strong party in their 
Church, but their Church itself has not yet changed." 
In add ition, we shou ld not forget that these same 
progress ive theologians all maintain the doctrine of 
Mary. While we Protestan ts say : Jesus alone ("Chris
h iS w lus"), they sti ll say: Jesus and Mary - and 
prec i .~e ly on this point they show that they still have 
not really understood the Protestant doctrine of the 
"sola gratia" (by grace alone). 

Perhaps I may make a personal digression here. 
Some months ago I wrote 011 the sa,me subject : "The 

Church of Rome and the Reformation Churches" 
( published in Christianity Today earlier this year ). A 
reader, who called himself an evangelical, afterwards 
in ,1 letter to the editor protested against the sentence: 
"There is no place for Mary or the saints in the divine 
scheme of salvation." The reader called this "a direct 
affront to evangelical faith. " His argument was as 
follows: "Granting that Mariolatry became a great 
bone of contention and still is, and recognising that 
the Homan Church is re-affirming the centrality of 
Christ as the one Med iator between God and man, do 
we not as evangelicals recognise lhat the sa lvation of 
men involved Man as well as God? And that Mary's 
assent to be used by God the Hol y Ghost, giving men 
this way, credit so to speak, for their free will , was 
essential to the Incarnation? Once the break was 
made by Adam God had to find a human being who 
would freely consent to H is entry into human nature, 
and th is was the Blessed Virgin Mary. It was 'in man, 
for man' that God fought the foe, <lnd without her 
opening freely the door a real incarnation - Cod be
come really man - could not h,lVe happened , because 
that essential qual ity of man (and of evangelical faith), 
namely, free will, would have been destroyed. Where 
is the evangelical fai th without the appeal to a free 
consent to Christ\ discipleship?" 

I was rather startled to read this, in particular as 
the writer claimed to be an evangelical! For this con
struction - Mary co-operating, on behalf of mankind, 
with God - is the real heart of the R.C . Mariology. 
This was exact ly the protest of th e Reformers against 
the n.c. doctrine of salva tion! In their view this con
.~t rl1ction meant the end of the doctrine of free grace. 
Evangelicals should beware not to introduce the es
sence of the R.C. doctrine of redemption into their 
dogmatics by an un-Heformed doctrine of free will. 
Once this has been accepted, especially in the Mariol 
ogy, one cannot resist the rest of Mariology, namely, 
Mariolatry, the veneration of Mary (and the other 
saints). This is on ly a logical consequence. 

(To be continued ) 

SWEDI SH ManN ING HYM N 

"Again Th y glorious SWi doth rise. 
I praise Thee, 0 my I.,ord: 

W ith courage, strellgth, anti hope renewed, 
1 touch the joy/til chord. 

" M(lY 1 in virtue and in fnU Il , 

And with Th y gifts cont.ent, 


Rejoice beneath Thy covering wings, 

Each day in mercy sent. 


"Safe with Th y COUIlSel in my work, 
Thee, Lord, I'll keep in view, 

And feel that sIm Thy boun teous gm ce 
Is every morning new." 

,. 

- JOHAN OLOl? WALL IN 
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NICHOLAS J. MONSMA 

TH E QUESTION whether infants of believing 
parents should be baptized appears to be peren· 

nial. It is put repeatedly. 1·lence this doctrine must 
be sta ted over and over again, in order that its Scrip. 
tural basis and character may not be lost out of sight. 
Here is .w attempt to state these thin gs as briefly and 
at the same time as fully as possible. 

Though we frankly concede that there is no explicit 
command ( that is to say, a command put in so many 
words) in the New Testamen t that infants of believing 
pa rents are to be baptized, yet we hold that the 
doctrine is thoroughly Scriptural nevertheless. Such 
lack of explicit Scriptural statements is also found with 
other important doctrines and practices, such as the 
approach of women to the Lord's Table ( in the Old 
Testa ment times they were not required to come to 
the Passovcr ), and the changc of the wcek ly Sabbath 
from the last to the first day of the week. 

Moreover, in the case of in fant baptism the burden 
of proof rests with those who dcny the Scriptural 
va lidity of the doctrine. Infants were included in the 
covenan t of Cod in the Old Testa ment tim:::s and were 
circumcised ( Gen. 17:9·14 ). If, then, they wcre not 
to bc included in the covcnant <Ind were not to be 
baptized in the New Testament era onc would reason· 
abl y expect a specific statement forb idding infant bap. 
t"ism. Yet no such prohibition is fOllnd in all the New 
Testamcnt. 

In order to see that infan t bapt ism is Scriptural, it 
is first of all necessary to conccde .md to confess the 
essential unity of the Bible. All artificia l and arbi
trmy assertions of pre.~ent day Dispensationalism not · 
withstanding, the Old and the New Testaments are 
esscntiall y one. Their unity is in Christ. He is thc 
Mediator of both Testaments. Christ speaks to the 
diSCiples on the way Emmaus, "These arc my words 
which I spake unto you, whi le I was yet with you , 
that ,1 11 th ings must needs hc fulfill ed , which arc 
written in thc law of lo.'loses, and the prophets, and the 
psalms, concerning me. Then opened He their mimI, 
that they might understand the scriptures" ( Luke 
24:44 , 45 ). The apostle Peter testifies, "To h im 
[Christ] bear all the prophets w itness, that through 
his name everyone that believeth on him shall receive 
rcmission of sins" (Acts 10 :43). 

Moreover the condit ion of tile covenant. its bless· 
ings and its promises are tlie same in the Old and the 
New T estament, "For to you is the pmmise [made in 
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the Old Testament] and to your children, and to all 
that are afar off, even as many as the Lo rd onr God 
shall call unto him" ( Acts 2:39). In fact the apostle 
Pau l emphasizes that the covenant revealed to Abra· 
ham projects itself into the New Testament and is, 
therefore, continued from one Testament into the 
other. Romans 4 and Galatians 3 are very important 
chapters for this teaching. In Romans 4:16 the apostle 
states, "For this cause it is of fai th, that it may be 
according to grace; to the cnd that the promise may 
be sure to all the seed; not to that only which is of 
the law, but to that also which is of the fai th of 
Abraham, who is the father of us all ." Pa ul ends th e 
th ird chapter of Galatians by stating. "And if ye are 
Christ's, then are yc Abraham's seed , heirs acco rding 
to promise" (see also Ga latians 3:7-9, 15·18 ). More· 
over, in Colossians 2 : 11, 12 the apostle links circum· 
cision to baptism. He stales that the Colossians were 
c ircu mcised. But their circumcision was not ordinary, 
since it was not made with hands. and since it was 
"the circumcision of Christ." What then was this 
circu mcision of Christ? The apostle explains that" it 
consisted in their "having been buried with him 
[Christ] in bapt ism." 

Again, the organic chOr(lctar of the cooenallt is COIl

tinued from tile Old T estfllllCnt into tile Nate. That is 
to say, when individuals me saved they are not only 
included in the covenant and baptized , btlJ their 
households (l iso. Hence Cornelius was not only saved 
and baptized, but likewise all his house ( Acts 10:48; 
11 :14 ); so also not only Lydia was baptized , but her 
household as well ( Acts 16: 15); in the same manner 
the jailer at Philippi was bapt ized "he and all his" 
( Acts 16:33; in line with th is Paul states in I Corin· 
th ians L16 that he had baptized "the household of 
Stcphanus." Vie admit that this does not p rove that 
infants helonged to these households and were bap. 
tized . It would certainly be stran ge if no minor chi]· 
drcn were included in a ll these households. But that 
is not the argument here. It is possible, though not 
pmbahle, that no children were found in these homes. 
But that these indi viduals and their households were 
baptized does show cleM/y that the organic cha racter 
of the covenant hilS been contintwd from the Old to 
the New Testamen t. 

Moreover, infants are by no means ignored in the 
Ncw Testament. Special attention is given them and 
remarkable statemen ts made. "But Jesus said. Su ffer 
li tt le children, and fo rbid them not, to come unto me; 
for to such belongeth the kingdom of heaven" ( Mat · 
thew J9:14). The covenant promise is e.xtended to 
children ( Acts 2:39, q uoted above ) and even children 
born of so·ealled mixed marriages are said to be holy 
( I Corinthians 7: 14 ). 

All this cumulative ev idcnce is sufficient to show 
that thc doctrine of infant baptism should not onl y 
be vcry precious to us , but it sho~11c1 likewise convince 
us thaI it is wholly Scri1Jttlral in clwrac/.er. T he neglect 
of it is not pleasing to our God. 
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CALVIN THEOLOGICAL JOURNAL April 

Calvin TheologiCllI Seminary, 3233 Burton $Ireel. S. E. 

Grand Rapida_ Michigan $2.00 per Yell' 


This is the first issue of the long·awaited Christian 
Reformed theological graduate school contribution to 
theological journalism. The appearance is attract ive, 
the range of materia l extensive, and (wonder of 
wonders in this day and age!) the p rice is low. We are 
happy to congratulate the Faculty of the Seminary on 
th is new effort, with a special word of commendation 
to Andrew J. Bandstra, Fred H. Klooster and Carl G. 
Kromminga. the committee of editors. President John 
H. Kromminga writes the introductory editorial, "Why 
We Speak." Kromminga suggests that there is his
torical linkage with the now-ext inct Calvin Forum, 
a lthough to us it seems as if this publication is much 
more in the tradition of The W estminster Theological 
Journal ( the resemblance format -wise is a virtual re
production) in this sense that the emphasis is more 
specifically scientific than popular. This journal would 
be "a window on the complex world of theology," 
offering critica l analyses of things current in the field , 
hop ing to furn ish constructive contribution to present 
d ialogue. Thcre are two main articles, both of which 
were written as addresses for forma l occasions. The 
first is by Prof. Carl C. Kromminga, "The Liturgy of 
Lifc." Believers worship God in church in a world 
which has no need for God. "The movement fo r 
liturgical renewa l and the call for 'world ly holiness' 
are two significant modern express ions of a concern 
to revitalize the church's servi ce in the face of the 
'adult ' world's denial of the church's relevance." In 
both these movements, C. G. Kromminga shows, the 
idea of sacrifice is central, and this contribution offers 
much helpful material on this concept. "The Rcligious 
Problem-Complex of Prophet and Priest in Contem
porary Thought" is the ti tle of Dr. Marten H. WOlld
slTa's contribution. "The presen t writer believes that 
eClimenicily begins when the church begins to know 
what it means to be church and that it docs not begin 
when she belittles her own existence as church." Both 
C. C. Kromminga and Woudsrra offer solid material 
here. SCHOUA is a heading under which writers 
will offer briefer contribu tions des igned to be helpful 
for busy pastors as they try "to keep up with current 
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matters." Prof. Bandstra describes Martin Hopkins' 
view of the Apocalypse. John H. Stek points to 
Meredith C. Kline's articles on baptism (Westminster 
Theological Review) in which the double themes of 
covenantal grace and wrath are developed; Klooster 
lists recent works on the H eidelberg Catechism. Pp. 
79-150 arc taken up with Book Heviews, twenty-three 
of them in all. This is valuable for those interested to 
know someth ing of the big picture in theological pub
lication. 

STANDARD BEARER March 1, 1S 

1326 W. BOIler, S. E., Grand l1apids, Michigan $5.00 per year 

"Protestant Reformed Education, A Continuing Call
ing" is an editoria l by Prof. H. C. Hoeksema which 
urges the members of his denomination to establish 
"their own schools," both primary and secondary. "The 
h igh school education of our (Grand Rapids area) 
children is, in eff(','Ct, Christian Reformed," argucs the 
editor. Although this might seem to be a very patent 
truth, is it really fair so to speak of schools which have 
always insisted that they were not denominational or 
parochial but society-owned and -controlled as being 
"Christian Reformed ?" A second edi torial concludes 
a treatment of the subject, "The Nature of the Atone
ment, Limited or Genera l?" It opposes views of James 
Daane, maintaining over against him that "the nature 
of the atonement is actual satisfaction of d ivine justice 
with respect to sin," and therefore limited . Rev. H. 
Veldman defends the view that Gen. 1 speaks of six 
literal days. A good summary of the argu ments for 
this position! Rev. D. J. En gelsma con tribu tes a fi fth 
instalment under the heading, "'Barth's Doctrine of 
Scripture." This is a good article, exposing as fall acious 
the idea that the "Bible is genuinely human and, 
therefore, fallible." The inevitab ility of fa llibility for 
true humanity is a notion very popular nowadays! In 
the March 15 issue Prof. Hoeksema offers a sharp 
criticism of Dr. Billy Graham's view of man's deprav
ity, in which he shows quite clearl y that Graham is 
at variance wi th the Canons of Dordt. Both Hoeksema 
and Engelsma contin ue thei r wr iting on the limited 
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atonement and "Barth's Doctri ne of Scripture." Rev. 
C. Hanko is busy developing the theme, "Calvinism 
and Miss ion Preaching." 

REFORMED JOURNAL Milrch 

231 J"fferaon Avenue. S. E., Grand Rapidl , Michigan 
$3.00 per y,," 

This is the 15th anniversary issue of Reformed Joumtll, 
a 4D-page issue devoted to an analysis of the past with 
a large look a t the future . Prof. Henry Stob of Calvin 
Seminary offers the lead editorial, "As We See It 
After 15 Years." It is interest ing ( and a little alarm
ing!) to find that there are ever-sa-many issues to be 
faced in the years ahead. H . Stab lists them ,as the 
matter of the nature, insp iration, and authority of 
Scripture, the problem of interpreting the Bible, the 
nature and authori ty of the church creeds, the doc
tri ne of God, the doctrine of the e ternal d ecrees, the 
problem of evolution, God's love and the particularity 
or the atonement, right worship, the Church and social 
problems, ecumenicity, race, war, the state. In "D ay
star for Vietnam" politically-astute Lester DeKoster 
offers a plausible explanation for Far East situations. 
Strong hints are made suggesting that red-blooded 
Calvinism is needed; strong arguments are developed 
that we can only expect the shortcomings of the past 
to be met b y the reactions of the p resent. "The Para
dox of the Pulpit" b y George Stob contains the bold 
assertion that the gravest weakness of the pulpit 
.' comes to formal expression in the thesis th at the 
preaching of public worship is 'the oUiciolodministro
tion of the Word of God: " How docs this square with 
the statement read at Hev. Stob's installation as a 
charge to his congregation : "Hemember that God 
Himself through him speaks unto you and entreats 
you"? Lewis B. Smedes begins a discussion of .the 
Church as Christ's body <1 nd argues that since the 
Biblical notion of body is "the man in action," the 
C hurch is Jesus Christ in action. James Daane offers 
two essays: "'Christianity and History" looks at an old 
(especially for Daane!) problem, that of time and 
eternity and election ; l11e ' News' of God's Death" 
touches on the same area as it pleads for an apprecia
tion of the fact that "temporality and historicity arc 
. . . of the essence of Christian truth ." Couldn't we 
use in this connection a basic statement on the nature 
of "lime" and "history"? Sometimes it seems that un
derstand ing of these very profound concepts is built 
upon piece~meal definitions and interpretations. 
Daane's second contribution is really part of a duo. 
Its p<'l rtner is "The Death-oE-Cod T heology" by Henry 
J. Slob, a very thorough setting-forth of the positions 
Hud possibi lities involved in the disturbing "God-is
dead" movement of our day. "What they mean," says 
Prof. Stob, "in the final analysis, is that the pcrsonal, 
living, individual, transcendent God of the biblical 
revelation is a fi ction. He simply does not exist." 
Nicholas Wolterstorff writes excellcntly on the "The 
Place of Heligion in the Public Schools" as a second 
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part in his "Religion and the Schools" series. The 
problems inherent in a so-can ed "public" school system 
are well described. "Calvin and the Council of Trent" 
by a Calvin College history professor, Robelt P. 
Swierenga, is self-explanatory from its title, and a 
promising study of a very significant church historical 
matter. - W e congratu late thc owners ( Wm. B. Eerd
mans Publishing Co.) and the writers of Th e He
formed Journal on their anniversary and their accom
plishments! 

REFORMED JOURNAL April 

231 Jefferson Avenue. S. E., Grand Rapids, Michigan 
$3.00 pc r year 

"Some Suggestions for a Theology of Afr ican Rural 
Development" b y Harry R. Boer pleads for a C hris
tian understa nding and consecration of agriculture to 
God, even in Africa. Is every application of Biblical 
ideas to a given sphere to be christened a "Theology"? 
Does the need for consecration of the soil and its 
workers to Christ imply that "'the church as institute" 
must assume such responsibility? Herman Nibbelink, 
apparently fresh from a two-year period of service in 
the Peace Corps, writes another article on a well
worked theme under the title "Ambassadors to the 
World." Although "the common practises, and in some 
cases the basic principles" obvious in non-Christian 
schools, labor unions, political parties, government 
agencies "are often in conAict with what we believe 
and try to practise," Nibbelink p leads for participa
tion and penetra tion rather than withdrawal ( as is 
done, he suggests, by people who believe in separate 
C hristian schools) . This article ignores the real issues, 
repeats the old cliches, and gets us nowhere. "The 
Place of the Christian School in American Society" is 
part III of Nicholas Wolterstorff's ser ies, "Rel igion and 
the Schools." This is anot hcr good contrib ution, 
demonstrable by these few lines: "Does a lega l ar
rangcment whereby a financial penalty is a ttached to 
the exercise of someonc's religion constitute an in
fringement on its free exercise? To me it seems ob
vious that the correct answer is 'Yes>." Hobert P . 
Swierenga offers Part II of "Calvin and the Council of 
Trent: A Reappraisal." Su mmary of this excellently
documented piece is not possible within present d i
mensions. Does the article suggest that reformation 
is not so much a matter of theological accuracy or 
even orthodoxy as of obedience to Jesus Christ regard
less of consequences? 

CHRISTIAN VANGUARD Mil rch 

11914 _ 50th St'eet. Edmonton, Albert., CaMda $2.00 per ye~ r 

"Ottawa Hits the H eadlines'> is an editorial b y Peter 
Nicolai commenting on the recent charges of scanda



lous conduct by Canad ian officials. "The present crisis 
is simply a result, an outcome of the course our leaders 
have taken.... Our leaders and their parties do not 
recognize God's Word as the norm for their political 
activity ... men must see that Cod's Word tells us 
what government is and how it must operate." "GA.F. 
Requests Covernment Aid for Private Schools" is a 
report by John A. Olthuis, a young Edmonton lawyer. 
He describes the action taken by the publishers of 
Vanquard ( Christian Action Foundation ) to get the 
matter of provincial support of private schools before 
the Legislative Assembly. This action has been sue
cessful1 "Why Christi an Schools?" (unsigned), "The 
University and its Abolitions" ( Michael De Vries), 
and "Cod Docs Matter" ( S. Woudstra) make up the 
rest of this good, little magazine. 

IN HOLY ARRAY March 

Box 774, Hamiiron, Onlar'o, C.nad. $3.00 per yltlr 

This is a monthly publication of the League of Cana
dian Reformed Young People's Societies. C. Van 
Spronsen describes the land of Israel ("Israel, the Past 
and the Present") as a most suitable place for the 
birth of the Scriptures because of its being "a land 
of extremes." "What other place would have been 
more suitable than the country of Israel, where the 
writers experienced and were acq uainted with such a 
variety of climate and surface features?" C. Van 
Oooren writes a very profitable article under the title, 
"... And that OUf Neighbours Also may Be Won for 
Christ." He looks at the pattern of young people's 
societies in terms of such a purpose, arguing that a 
good society will have a saving effect upon all the 
members. A. B. Boukema continues a series, "Thc 
Covenant of Grace ; A Privilege and a Calling." This 
is part 3, ''The Covenan t in Old and New Testamenl." 
Two very good pOints arc made; (1 ) Early Chris
ti anity found the use of the word covenant difficult 
because for the Jews it meant the Mosa ic Law and 
for the Romans a secret society; (2 ) the "Sinai-Cov
enant of the Old Testament and the New Testament 
Covenant in Christ's b lood are one; each created a 
peoplc of Cod out of those who were no people, and 
demanded the complete self-surrender to God as a 
joyful response to the love of Cod which preceded." 

PRESBYTERIAN JO URNAL March 23, 1966 

Wu".,"ille, N.C. $3.00 per year 

"Overtures to the Assembly" is the principal article in 
this issue. Some of these are; ( 1 ) Church Union 
Eight overtures will be considered asking for union 
with the United (UPUSA ) Presbyterian Church. This 
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affects the current negotiations of the Southern church 
with the Reformed Church of America, of course. In 
fact, one overture requests that such negotiations be 
suspended until the UPUSA Church is brought into 
the discussions. (2) The National Council of Churches 
- At least e leven overtures will be presented dealing 
with the NCC. Thrce ask the Southern Church to 
withdraw, others presen t' complaints. "In the debate, 
arguments against the NCC will stress its political and 
radical social preoccupations, and its general liberal 
orientation. 1t also will be pointed out that the NCC 
is not the only ecumenical Church organization with 
which this dcnomination can work cooperatively. Sup
porters of the NCC will suggest that the va lue of 
cooperation outweighs the harm that comes from too 
close association with an organization with which this 
denominati on d isagrees in many vital areas of in
terest." (3) New Confession of Faith - One presbytery 
asks for a new confession of fa ith to replace the West
minster Confession, arguing that "modern Biblical 
research and theological discussion have called in 
qucstion the literalistic, highly scholastic and legal
istic form in which certain concepts arc stated ." 
(4) I)iece-meal Unions - Three presbyteries are asking 
for changes in the constitution of the Church that 
will a llow "piece-meal" unions between UPUSA and 
US churches, presbyteries and synods, no matter 
what the denomination does. 

BANNER OF TRUTH March 

3229 Four Mile Rd., N.W" Grand Rapid$, Michigan, $3.00 per year 

"Jesus or Barabbasr' is a passion meditation borrowed 
from F. W . Krnmmacher's The Suffering Saviour. It 
looks at this portion of Scripture from the vantage 
point of "historical ligh t" (illustrating ChriSt's fu ll 
participation in the disgrace and humiliation of sin's 
judgment ) and of "a superior light" (by Cod's decree 
Ch rist look the place of Barabbas, and of all elect 
sinners). A series of biographical articles dealing with 
Jonathan Edwards ( 1703-1758 ) begins in this issue. 
"Present Day Evangelism'" is by the well-known A. A. 
P ink, another part of which is published hel'e. It 
con tains some striking statements: "Once a man makes 
the convcrsion of sinners his prime design and all
consuming end, he is exceedingly apt to adopt a 
wrong course. Instead of striving to preach the Truth 
in all its purity, he will tone it down so as to make it 
more palatable to the unregenerate. .. He will be 
sorely tempted to modify the truth of God's sovereign 
election, of Christ's particular redemption, of the im
pcrative necessity for the supernatural operation of 
the Holy Spi rit .'" Christian neformed missionaries 
ought to comment on this observation. Can a good, 
effective missionnry openly, uncompromis ingly witness 
to and stand for the full-orbed "system of truth" 
which is the Heformed Faith? 
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HELPINGTHE CIlRISTIAN 


FUItLY TIlROUGIl THE 


CIlURCIl LIBRARY 

ARTHUR J . SCHOONVElD 

THE REFORMED CHURCHES arc in several 
respects rather unique within the family of 

Christendom. 
TIuough the years they have stressed the urgency 

of a comm itted and an informed membership as well 
as a trained leadership. For that rcason much atten
tion has always been given to instruction in the Chris
tian faith . Without a knowledge of God and his 
promises as revealed in the Scriptures man cannot 
exercise a truc and lively faith . All believers, there
fore. arc to be urged in season and out of season to 
"grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ" ( II Peler 3 :18). 

Likewise, the Refonned churches - finnly com· 
mitted to the Biblical teaching that the Cod of salva
tion has established and perpetuates his covenant 
from generation to generation wi th believers and their 
children - has always str(::ssed the importance of the 
Christian family. This is reflected in many of the 
patterns of Heformed eccles iastical life. On the basis 
of Cod's covenant promises the chu rch baptizes the 
children of believers. These ch ildren , reckoned as be· 
longing to the family of Cod, are taken to ch urch at 
an early age. Not only ure they to be instructed in 
good Christian schools; they are also to be nurtured 
directly by the church in its catechesa l program. And 
the ehief foclls of the church's pastoral ministry is to 
the family set aside by the Lord for his service and 
praise. 

Today, however, Christian families are increasingly 
under attack, sometimes su btl y and at other times 
openly. Thus the church does well to ask whether it 
in ChriSt's name and for his sake is doing all that it 
can to contribute to the spiritual stability and develop
ment of covenant homes. In the light of this si tuation 
we do well to re."l.SSCSS what can be done in this 
direction by means of the church library. 

Tn reflecting on the question of church-librari es 
and their usefulness, two questions seem to stand Ollt. 

The fl rst onc is, "Shaulll the church minister to the 
fami ly and its specifi c needs through a library?" The 
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answer to this must be, in our estimation, an un
equivocal yes. We are convinced that the church must 
minister to its members by means of literature. Al
though it is true that "every Scripture inspired of Cod 
is profitable for teach ing, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction which is in righteousness" ( II Tim. 
3: J6) , it is also true, as Christianity T oday pu t it, that 
"the use of the Book may never exclude the use of 
books." Literature is a Cod-given means which must 
and can be used to his glory, to the building up of 
his church, and to the edification of his people. 

The second question, eq ually relevant, is this: 
"Do our churches as a matter of fact minister to the 
needs of the family through their libraries?'" To this 
question we are inclined to give a negative answer, 
although it must be readily admitted that some 
chm ches maintain libraries of a rather high caliber. 

The next few paragraphs arc an attempt to show 
how churches can use their libraries to minister to 
their members. The references made to the various 
types of materials and even the specific mentioning 
of some titles are, of course, in no way meant to be 
exhaustive; they are merely ind icative of the direction 
in which we perhaps should go. 

From the Bible it is clear that the church has been 
given the mandate to lench and to instruct its mem
bers. 111C most obvious means for this are, of course, 
p reaching and catechism. This, however, is not to be 
exclusive. To augmen t his knowledge each member 
is called upon to engage in individual and group 
Bible-study. To do so properly he needs secondary 
study aids such as reli able com mentaries, a Bible
dictionary, a Bible-encyclopedia, etc. These aids are 
ind ispensable fo r satisfactory society-meetings and the 
success of these meetings may well depend on the 
availabili ty of sllch materials. Since not every member 
can pmchase them, the church should make them 
available through its lihraries. 

Also, for the sake of the societies, a church-library 
should include some basic works of Reformed theol
ogy, at least one or two books dealing with the history 
of our denom ination and some volumes the entire 
history of the Christian church. To enable the mem
bers of the church to stud y the teachings of theil' 
church in the light of divergent views, some works 
on thcse views should be available (e.g. something on 
other Reformed and Protestant denOlninatiol1s; some
thing on the cults and on the mnjor non-Christian 
religions. ) 

To keep a congregation from becoming "theolog-

Tlte church con minister effectively to the 
Christwll family ,hrough (l l )iul1fwd flse of the 
pri/lted page. cot/lellds ltJ r. Arthur J. SChOO1IVc1d, 
senior studclIl at Caiu-i11 Scminllry. Tn this article 
he makes several suggestiolls on improving our 
c1l11rcll libraries. 
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ically" isolated from the rest of the denomination the 
church library should include such periodicals as 
The Reformed Journal and Torch and Trumpet, 
while a magazine such as Christianity Today may 
serve to keep the members somewhat informed on 
theological trends in our country. 

Thc church-library might well provide books deal
ing with specific problems such as sex, alcoholism, 
divorce, etc. Only hooks written from a specific Chris
tian viewpoint should be made available. Here some 
may object that it is not the task of the church to deal 
with these matters, since the church is called upon 
to minister to one's sp iritual need s. It is, however, 
impossible to deal with a pcrson's spiritual needs apart 
from the relationships which men sustain to others. 
The church is called upon to minister to the "'whole" 
person. 

The church-library ca n also serve a useful purpose 
in providing rcading materia ls for the children, espe
cially where thcre are no Ch ristian schools. Many 
stimulating ch ildren's books are available, such as the 
series' by C. S. Lewis or the books of M eindert Dc 
Jong. For young people also a church-library can be 
of great value. By providing autobiographical and 
biographica l novels, it may a lert young people to 
problems which otherwise often seem unreal to them. 
In many communities, especially in those without a 
Christian High School, the problem of "mixed" mar
riages, is a real one, a problem which young people 
tend to minimi7..c. In situations like these a book such 
as High is the Wall (dealing with a Catholic-Protestant 
marriage), can open the eyes of young people to the 
problems which a mixed marriage creates. Books such 
as Search to Belong (Kaufman ) may well serve to 
point out the danger of carelessly choosing a life's 
partner ; the agony of an unwed mother; and the 
anguish of someone born out of wed lock. It will hel p 
those contemplating adoption to enter in to the mind 
of someone who is adopted. 

Should a church-library have fi ct ion? Our answer 
would be yes. As the late Professor Zylstra put it , 
"'Good fi ction always does two things: it instructs 
while it en tertains." That the church must "in
struct" its membcrs has already been mentioned. Good 
fiction ca n help people understand life as it really is; 
it may serve to point out that most of life is quite un 
like a Reformed middle-class community. Although 
it would take us too far afield to discuss the con· 
trovers ial issue of "good" and "bad" nction, from our 
limited acquaintance with church libraries we would 
judge that much of the fi ction available in our libraries 
is not "good fi ction." To mllch of it can be applied the 
description which Professor Zylstra gave of "bad" 
fiction in general, namely, that "it merely gives expres
sion to what people wish to think life is, not to what 
it is" (Testament 01 Vision ). If this is the case it is 
of course neither educational nor profitable. 

At the same time the role which fiction can play 
in proper entertainment ought not be minimized. The 

church should be concerned about the entertainment 
and the leisllfe time of its members. In view of the 
fact that the average American home has its television 
set on for six hours a day, the church may well ask 
itself whether or not it can suggest a more w holesome 
kind of recreation. Offering the alternative of reading 
good fiction could prove to be an effective way of 
countering this waste of time. 
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These, then, are some of the possib ilities of a good 
church-library. But can they be put into practice? A 
chu rch may indeed have an outstanding li brary and 
yet fail to minister through it, simply because no 
church can make its members use the libraries. Ob
viously it is by no means always the church which is 
at fault! Modern society simply does not seem con
ducive to serious reading; the rapid pace of life; the 
increasing mobility; television ; the disintegration of 
family life, all of these have taken away the incentive 
to read. 

Yet it seems to us that many churches have never 
really tried. Few churches provide adequate funds for 
their libraries, often because of a lack of intercst on 
the part of the consistories ( including perhaps the 
minister ). Many churches lack adequate faciliti es to 
keep such materials. Some churches have no one in 
charge of their libraries, while others have someone 
in charge who is hardly qualified fOr this task. In 
many instances the church-library is one of the most 
neglected aspects of the church's ministry. 

At the risk of being accused of oversimplification 
and of being too idea listic, we would make the fol
lowing suggestions to improve the condition of many 
of our church-libraries: 

L 	 The consistory should appoint a committee of 
four or fi ve qualified men and women to be in 
charge of a library. 

2. 	 The consistory should appropriate a certain 
amount of money annually to cover expenses 
(purchase of new books, subscriptions to jour
nals, etc.). 

3. 	 A special room should be designated in which 
reading materials ca n be displayed and to 
which the people have access at least once or 
twice a week. 

4. 	 The people should be made acquainted with 
the materials available. 
a ) by occasional announccments in the church

bulletin (especially new purchases) 
b ) through the society-leaders who can refer 

members to specific works, and 
c) through the min ister, especially in Cate

chism-classes. 
In the past few years much has been written about 

the "explosion'· of knowledge, and, indeed, knowledge 
is increasing at a rate uncqual1ed in history. Con
sequently the demands made upon the Christian have 
increased. To face this situation eff~tively nothing is 



more urgently needed than a well-informed Christian 
who knows his Bible and understands it ; who is 
thoroughly acquainted with the teachings of his 
church; who knows what life is all about and who is 
equipped to cope with some of its problems. It may 
weU be one of the tasks of the church to see to it that 
its members have access to those materials which will 
enable them to become such committed and inspired 
Christians as the living in these days demands. 

COERCION AND COWARDICE: 


When Will It End? 

GERALD VANDER ZANDE 

O
The United Stee lworke rs of America a re at it aga in! 

NCE ACAIN th is socialist, N.D.P.-supporting 
union is desperately doing its utmost to make 

life miserable for CLAC member Dirk Hoogendoorn, 
who resolutely refuses to support, in any way, the 
Steelworkers as a condition of his continued employ
ment with Greening Metal Products and Screening 
E.quipment Company - the Orangeville firm he was 
the first to join more than ten years ago. This time, 
however, the Steelworkers are recklessly resorting to 
new but more revolutionary taclice: they walked oU 
their ;obs on Friday, March 18, and have vowed. to 
stay out until Mr. Hoogendoom compromises or loses 
his job! 

This illegal strike is attracting much public atten
tion. It is bclieved to be the first strike because a 
Canadian worker has the Christian conviction and 
courage to stand up to the powerful pressure of a 
union that dictatorially tramples on the Christian prin
ciples. 

Much to the surprise of many and to the dismay 
of some, Mr. l-I oogendoorn goes to the plant every 
day. He is the on ly one working, however. As he 
eomes and goes, under the watchful eye of the Orange
vi lle pol ice, he has to listen to much yell ing, jeer ing, 
and even cursi ng. Every morning, noon, and night 
Mr. Hoogendoorn is loudly greeted with a barrage of 
insults shouted by about 25-35 gesturin g and placard
wavi ng picketers. At night he is telephoned and 
vicioLlsly subjected to the abusive, name-calling lan
guage of anonymous cowards. 

This disgraceful d isplay of incred ible ignorance 

tians cannot in good conscienee lend any support to 
this freedom-destroying movement. 

The readers will recall that Mr. Hoogendoorn was 
reinstated on April 5, 1965, after his employer, at the 
insistence of the Steelworkers, had fearfully but 
wrongfully fired him and two other Orangeville CLAC 
members for refusing to sign an authorization to 
deduct union dues from their wages. Ever since, the 
Steelworkers have been frantically trying to give Mr. 
Hoogendoorn a rou gh time by giving him the "silent 
treatment." When they finally realized that this ugly 
tactic would not have the desi red affect, namely, com
promise or departure, the Steelworkers devilishly de
cided to go a ll the way by rebelliously refusing to 
work alongside of a fellow Cnnad ian who genuinely 
cherishes and exercises our God-given freedom in a 
Christian way. 

Bes ides actively supporting the Orangeville C LAC 
local, Mr. Hoogendoorn voluntarily pays 55.00 per 
month, the equivalent of Steelworkers dues, to the 
Canadian ncd Cross to prove that he is not a "free 
rider" and that he, unlike others, is not at all un
willing to part with his hard-earned money. He 
simply insists that he be a\lowed to join the organ iza
tions of his choice and that no one compel him to sup
port the N.D.P.-promoting Steelworkers or any other 
union tha t ignores or violates the Christian principles 
and practices he loves. And rightly so. 

Today, March 23, the Stcelworkers' strike is in its 
fifth day: the picketers conlinue their sickening and 
degrading practices, the police keeps a elose eye on 
the explosive situation, and Mr. Hoogendoorn does his 
daily work knOWing that he should obey God rather 
than men. 

Mr. H oogcndoorn knows that he is not alone in this 
exhausting fight for freedom of organization and 
religion. The steadily growing army of CLA C and 
CJL Foundation support ers is whole-heartcdly and 
prayerfully behind him. A Foundation represcntative 
travels daily to Orangeville to encourage Mr. Hoogen
doorn , to accompany h im on some of his trips to and 
from the p lant, and ·to give hi m whatever advice and 
assistance he needs. Acting in the interest of freedom 
and on the advice of its legal counsel, Mr. Brian 
Kelsey, the Foundation has decided to take the issue 
to Court, should Mr. Hoogendoorn be dismissed. 

Such legal nction should, of course, not even be
come necessary if the Steelworkers and the Ontario 
Government would recognize their respective rights 
and responsibi lities. In view of their prevailing dis
criminatory policies, a real change of heart may be too 
much to expect. 

and app..'l Uing arrogance does little to enhcnce the 
alrendy tarnished image of Canada's biggest union. If 
anything, it pOintedly manifests the Steelworkers' sec
u!ar character and apparen t bck of respect for a 
Cn nadian who fait hfully follows the Christian way of 
life. Small wonder that Mr. Hoogendoorn and many 
others are now more convinced than evcr that Chris-

The writer of these lines, liS General Secretary 
of fh e Christiml Labour .Associilfion of Cmwdll 
and no stranger ill this I1U1gaz;ne, indicates how 
fh e {/lilt/amenta/ liberfies of men (Ire being im
periled by the Lawless mefhod,~ of tile United 
Steelworkers of America. 



AN INTERVIEW WITII MRS. MIClUGAN OF 1966 

We express our appreciation to Miss Johanna 

Timmer for 1)resenting her interview with Mrs. 

Cary Vreeman of Holland, Micl1 igan, who tGaS 

recently chosen ·'Mrs. Miclliganof 1960 and will 

be competing for the title of "Mrs. America.'" 

Also in such sil'uotiOIl$ there is opporlunity to 

live to Cod's prtJise as a witness to his grace ill 

Christ Jesus our tord. 

REPOIITER: Mrs. Vreema n, there must he several rea
sons why you arc thrilled to have heen chosen as 
Mrs. Michigan. That we of the Refo rmed fa ith may 
also feel justined in being thrilled with yOll, Tarell 
(Iud T rumpet shou ld like to give you th is opportu
nity to convey your own convictions and feelings 
in this matter. 
r...lrs . Vrccman, Did the desire to compete in the 
Mrs. America Contest come up in your own mind? 

Mns. V.: No. My name was submitt ed by friends and 
ocqllai71/(lllces to tlte Mrs . America Panel of Judges, 
which (mnualiy conducts a search for the notion's 
olltstanding home-maker. 

HEPOI1TEI1 : \Vhat was yom ini tial reaction to the very 
idea? 

Mns. V.: 011, /10.' "'hal do I hove 10 DUe,. that others 
don't? 

R E: I''()JlTf,R : \\-hat steps led to your making the decision, 
as a Christian mother, to en ter the conlest? 

MRS. V.: I talked about it Iv'ith my husband (md chil
dren. They actually influenced me the most. I 
JWlldered it with myself. Illy lIusballd, my family , 
and my God. Finally I came to the cOllviction that 
I ' llid 10 do it. In fact, 1 made my decision so late 
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that t1M initinf qllestionnnire hnd to go to the judges 
by air mnil special to reach them before the dead· 
line. 

fiEI'Olr mR : Is thi s a "glamour girl" sort of contest in· 
volving worldly activities and appearances in places 
where a child of God does not b elong, or ,tppearing 
in a manner of dres~ that would d isgrace the Chris
tian community? 

t"IRS. V.: By 110 me(llls. The official informn/ion sheet 
illforms me that "com petitive events will require 
town or street dress wear. These COJJl1Jetitive events 
are open to the public; so something sim ple but nice 
is in order." They list s llch leisure time activities (IS 

golfing, touring, swimming, fish ing, etc. 

REI'OIlTEIl: w ill you describe wh,lt will be required of 
you? 

r.,·!RS. V.: My first duty as Mrs. A.1ichiga/l will begil1 
when Mr. Vreeman and I arrive in San Diego, 
Califontiu. After the mayor of San Diego presents 
me with a key to t he city, 1 shall present him with 
a sy mbolic gift from the State of Michigan. Mr. 
Vreeman and I shall then be intervietced by the full 
panel of juclges. 

Next ill order of activities will be a Safe-tlrivinf!, 
Cont.est followed by a Luggage Packing Event. The 
flower arrangement that T have to create must in
corporate our state symbol. This will be on display 
during the entire 1)ageallt week. Th ere will also be 
(( competitive event in which I have to communicate 
for five minutes with a child I ho ve never met 
before and who doesnt know me. 

In an In terior Design COlJlpetition I sholl fume to 
do the interior decorating of a room with the use 
of a kit. 

There will (liso be a Grocery Shopping Contest i11 

which I must purchase, with only ten dol/Ms, alf 
the food items needed for me to prepare and serve 
a dinner for six pe01)/e. 

The Buked Dessert Competition 1"Cl/uires mlj baking 
(l dessert from either an original or published recipe, 
using no pre-J)o ckaged mixes. 

The Laumi1"y Event involves my wushing {/ loud of 
lawui.1-y which must inclru1e a white, long-sleeved 
men's dress shirt w hich 1 mllst iron during the event. 
In a Home-makers Questiml (l1l{l Allswer Forum, I 
must pO'rticipate in all aspects of home-making. 

A/. the Hostess-at-Home Evellt 1 shall be givell two 
minutes to t.ell how I entertain, what type of party 
, give, what type of activity I have, ml(l what kind 
of food I serve my guests. 

It is their belief that to be whole perSOIl each(I 

wonwn mllst have a good sense of her own identli!/, 
that she should ho ve all outlet or way of expressing 

her individuality and/or creativity. Therefore 1 
must l)(Jl"ticip(lte in (t Creative Expression Event . 
[Later in this interview Mrs. Vreeman will an
nounce her project. JT.] 

The last competilioe eve1l t is the Money Manage
ment Quiz. 

R l-:l'onT£R: What is your deepest reason for bein g ex
cited abou t beari ng the title, Mrs. Michigan? 

Mns. V.: 1 am most deeply excited about my opportu
nity to express to the whole country how I feel 
about what 1 like t.o call house-keeping Christianity. 

R EPORTER: Might this new honor in any way harm 
you r Christian influence on your ten ch ild ren? 

Mus. V.: 1 pray that it won't. My h usband and I pray 
that our ch ildren will (Iccept this honor both 
gradously and humbly as we ure trying to do. 

R EPORTEH: W hat is Mr. Vreeman's profession and 
place of work? 

MRS. V.: He is principal of the Rose Park Christian 
School in Holland. 

R EPOllTEII: How does he as the principal of a Chris
tian school justify your functionin g as Mrs. Mich i
gan, and, we hope evcn tually, Mrs. America? 

Mns. V.: Parents of his pupils have expressed. their 
lwppilless in there heing som eone in their church, 
Ihei,· school, and their community who c(ln represent 
thmn /lotiO/wily. He is happy beC(lu.se he believes 
that in our day and age we must witness in the 
'''lrgel" comlllun ity. He is 1W1J1JY I.hat this organiZll
lion is still willing to consider mothers who can 
symboli ze the ideals of the Christian ch urch, of 
Christian discipline, and of Christian morality. 

Ih ;POIlTEfC Where are your children attending school? 

Mus. V.: Some (Ire (It the Southside Elementary Chris
ti(m School ill Holla nd, one is the Maplewood Chris
tian Junior High, three Me at the Holland Christian 
High School, mul tile eldest. is at Dorclt College ill 
Sioux Center, Iowa. 

HEPO I1TIill: \-Vhat importance do you yourself attach 
to the cause of Christi;m education? 

~vl Hs. V.: I feel it is one of the most imporl(mt thillf!,s 
we give to our children. Perha ps I sell se this the 
more because I did not Jwve the opport llllity of 
getting a Christion edl/catioll myself. 

R EPOHTEI1: Mrs. Vreeman, yOll believe in th.., sove'r
eignty of Cod and in His direction in a ll of lift'. 
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Can you not only see the hand of God in having 
been named Mrs. Michigan, but can you also see a 
divine purpose in having come into a b rilliant lime
light among the citizens of the Wolverine State? 

MRS. V.: I am not sure what Cod's purpose is, but of 
this [ am sure, that i-Ie has a purpose in this. 1 
was deeply impressed with the Scriptural reference 
a friend sent me in a leIter of congratulations. rt 
reads, "For the eyes of the Lord flash back and forth 
over the whole earth to display His strength on 
behalf of those whose heart is full of integrity to
ward Him." 11 Chron. 16 :9 ( Berkeley Version). 

REPORTEII: Might it, then, have been wrong for you to 
have rejected this honor? 

M RS. V.: Absolutely. I am sure the Lord gave it to me. 
I am sure He expects me to use it for His glory. W e 
are pra ying that we may see our opportunity to wit 
ness so that the others may know that we are chil
dren of Cod . 

REPORn:lI : Mrs. Vrecman, yOtlr husband, you, and yOur 
children opcrate the Christian Heformed Conference 
Grounds north of Holland. Do you think that your 
being Mrs. Michigan will affect your work and in
Ruence at the conference grounds favorabl y or un
fa vorably? 

MRS. V.: I think it should be favorable. I see no rea
son why it shouldn't be fa vorable both on the part 
of the people and favorabLe on our part in gioing 
us an added opportunity for wit/lessing. 

REPORn::R: Likely many people will come to the con
fe rence grounds to meet Mrs . Michigan. Will this 
tend toward making yOu proud, inefficient, and 
neglectful of physical and spiritual d uties? 

MRS. Y .; I certainly hope not, and pray that it won't . 

REPOnn:lI : You are the first" Christian Reformed wo
man, as far as I recall , that has ever received this 
honor in our country. No doubt , some of our people 
are wondering whether you can be true to you r con
fession while engaging in the variety of activities 
that will be asked of you as Mrs. Michigan. During 
this year the people o f Michigan will th ink th at 
you belong to them, and may therefore at Urnes 
request your p resence under questionable circum
stances. Won't you be tempted to compromise your 
Christian convictions and thus offend the Ch ristian 
Reformed communion of which you are a p!lrt and 
particularly the congregation of which you are a 
member? 

MRS. V .; I see 710 reason why. The agreement reads 
thus: "The COntestant agrees to conduct Ilerself at 

all times in such a manner as is consistent with the 
highest moral and ethical standards, and agrees to 
refra in from any act, w hich, in the sole d iscretion of 
Mrs. America, Inc., is deemed detrimental to and in 
deprecation of the interests of Mrs. America, Inc." 
Again, "Contestants shall co-mply with all reasonable 
requests by Mrs. America, Inc. in connection with 
its promotion, exploitation, and. publicity." I woUld 
consider any un-Christianly request unreasonable . 
One of the questions they asked me was, "What 
part does the church play in your life?" I an
swered, '"An unqualified first place." 

R EPOIITER ; Will there be any competitive activity in 
the Mrs. America Contest which will give you a 
particu larly good opportun ity to let your li ght shine? 

MRS. Y .: Yes, because as my talent in the Creative 
Expression Event I intend to present a broadcast 
exactly like the kind I do daily from m y home over 
radio station WJBT... in which I include a spiritual 
meditation and house-wifely philosophy. I shall be 
especially mindful of using this presentation as my 
real Christian witness. 

R£PORn:lI : Mrs. Vreeman, as a Calvinist you believe 
that you must st rive to do everything to the glory of 
God. This means that you must be a mother, you 
must cook, bake, wash, paint, direct music, manage 
money, communicate with children, broadcast, give 
book reviews, et cetera, to the glory of God. How 
ca n you possibly do this faithfully as Mrs. Michigan? 

M RS. V.: I believe that as Mrs. Vreeman [ have tried, 
in my home and. community, to use all the talents 
and abilities God has given me fo r His glory. As 
Mrs. Michigan 1 must and want to do this in a 
larger sphere. 

Ih :PQRTER : Mrs. Yreeman, have you a special con
cluding word to direct to the readers of Torch and 
Trumpet and throvgh them to Calvinists every
where? 

Mns. V.: f hope and pray that this opportunity given 
to me by the Lore! may be used to convey to the 
wilDie country the influence that a Christ -centered 
horne has in the community. Dear readers, I deeply 
covet the prayers of everyone of you. 

REPORTEn: Mrs. Vreeman, it is our hope and prayer, 
that the Lord will watch over you in a ll your ways 
as Mrs. Michigan, that He will over-rule for the 
glory of our triune Cod, fo r your own good , for joy 
fi nd blessing to your fam ily, neighbors, and friends, 
and for the advancement of God's kingdom in 
Mi chigan and, we hope, eventuall y in America. "In 
a ll thy ways acknowledge him, and he will direct 
thy paths." 



REVELATION AND 


DIFFERENCES 


WITHIN THE CHURCH 


D. W. ANDERSON 

T H~ PURPOSE of this article is, first, to draw attention 
to the fact that generally speaking there are two dif

ferent views of the nature of revelation current in the 
Church today. And secondly, to attempt to show how these 
two different views of the nature of revelation give Tise to 
differences of opinion over matters of doctrine, polity, etc., 
in the Church. These two diHerent views of the nature 
of revelation may be convenien tly described as (a ) the 
propositional view of revelation and ( h ) the actualistic 
view of revelation. 

It shou ld be noted at the outset that these two views of 
revelation spring ultimately from two differing concepts of 
the nature of reality, Cod and man. They are, as it were, 
the visible manifestation of a much deeper and more basic 
difference within the thinking of the Church. The reader 
is also asked to bear in mind that the descriptions which 
follow of these two views of the nature of revelation do 
not purport to explain full y all the details of either view. 
Onl y some hasic points of each have been mentioned. It 
is hoped that these will be sufficient to enable the reader 
to appreciate the difference between the hvo views. 

Propositional Revelation 
Propositional revelation ( which is the older view ) may 

be described as the belief that Cod has revealed to mall 
au thoritative knowledge of himself and of the way of 
salvation "by meaningful statements and concepts ex· 
pressed in words." Those holding to propositional revela
tion reason along the following lines: 

This universe, by the very fact of its creation, is assumed 
to be a direct revelation of the nature of Cod (ep. Psal m 
19 v. 1 and Romans 1 v. 19, 20 ). This revelation of the 
nature of Cod confronts men of every race and age, and 
thus it is described as general revelation. Further, since 
man is a creature of Cod, it is also assumed that man 
l.'ontains within himself 11 knowledge of his Creator (cp. 
Romans I v. 21). However, because of sin ( due to the 
histori ca l disobed ience and fall of man ) this knowledge of 
Cod in man has been distorted. In fact, it is even purposely 
suppressed by sinful man (cp. Romans 1. v. 21 f). Thus 
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while all men everywhere have some knowledge of Cod 
(cp. Acts 17 v. 22 ff ) nevertheless this knowledge, it is 
maintained, is not sufficient to lead men to salvation . Men 
can know about Cod's salvation only through a specinl 
revelation. And this special revelation, it is said, is to be 
directly identified with the 66 canonical books of the Old 
and New Testaments. (That is to say Cod's special revela
tion to sinful men has been uinscripturated.") These writ· 
ings ( i.e. the 66 books of the Scriptures) are looked upon 
as recording accurately Cod's acts in history for man's 
salvation, and also as containing Cod's meaning (or his in· 
terpretation ) of these acts of his in history. 

According to this view of revelation, the Scriptures are 
to be regarded as the written word of Cod. They are to 
be thus regarded bccause they are the product of His 
creative activity. It is maintained that through his over· 
ruling providence, and by the inspiration of the H oly Spirit , 
Cod has given to mankind his written Word, the Scriptures. 
The words of Scripture are thus regarded as having a 
Divine origin , as having been given by Cod. And this very 
fact , it is sa id, gives to Scripture an objective and permanent 
authority. In other words, according to this view the au
thority of Scripture rests solely on the fact that Cod is its 
author (cp. Westminster Confession, ch . I, section 4). "The 
authority of Holy Scripture for which it ought to be be
lieved and obeyed, depelldeth not upon the testimony of 
any man or church, but wholly upon God ( who is truth 
itself ), the author thereof; and therefore it is to be received , 
because it is the word of Cod." Through the inward, 
illuminating work of the Holy Spirit in their lives, men 
come to recognisc thc inherent authority possessed by the 
Scriptures. It is the Spirit of Cod who causes the Scrip
tures to become vi tal and living to men. However, this sub
jective response created in men by the Spirit of Cod is in 
no way conceived as creating or addin g to the divine 
authority al ready possessed by the Scriptures. For this rea
son the subjective response created in men by the Holy 
Spirit is not referred to as ·'cod's revelation" but as "Cod's 
illumination," "Cod's enli ghtenment," etc. 

The term ·'Cod's revelation" is reserved to describe the 
written Scriptures, the corpus of truth given to men by Cod. 

To sum up : those who hold to propositional revelation 
maintain that cIX] has not only given to man in the Scrip
tures an accurate record of his deeds for man·s salvation, 
hut has also given in human words (or propositions) the true 

III this article tile Reo. D. W. Anderson, postor 
of the Presbyterian CllUrch of WoodVille, Ne1.1) 

Zetl l(IJul, alltl for severui year!} (J scientist wlU) 
s~vcd in the Department of Scientific and In
dustrial Researc1l, con/rusts tile conservative (or 
·'pt01JositionaF) mew of rl-'1X!wtion with ",e 
lIIodem (or "adualistic") view. Many Cl"islialls 
apparently do not reali::.e how radical (md inim
ictll of the historic ChriSlUIII faith these modem 
views are. This fact should be ~·eriously dealt 
with by all who seek unity itl truth and truth in 
tlnity amollg tile churches. 
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meaning of those deeds, This special revelation of God to 
man is regarded as objective, as belonging to history, and 
as possessing divine authority irrespective of man's response 
to it. 

It is very importan t to note that this view of revelation 
makes a sharp distinction between Cod and his revelation. 
This means, for instance, that when a person picks up the 
Scriptures, he picks up Cod's special revelation - he does 
not pick up a book to which Cod has been confined, 

Actualistic Reve lation 
This is the second (and more recent) view of revelation, 

It has many differen t forms and is thus rather difficult to 
describe. Basically it teaches that revelation cons i .~ ts in a 
personal confrontation by man with Cod himself. Revela
tion is an event - someth ing d ynamic. It is an act ( hence 
actualistic revelation ) in wh ich Cod reveals himself to man, 
Revelation thus requires two persons - Cod and man. That 
is to say man's presence is necessary for revelation - he 
participates in the event of revelation - his response (or 
faith ) to Cod's encounter is a part of God's act of revela
tiOIl . Further, in his revelation, God does not reveal truth .~ 
or propositions concerning himself but instead he reveals 
himself wholly to man. In other words Cod does not exist 
independently of his revelation. In fact Cod is identical 
with his revelat ion. 

According to this view the canonica l Scriptures are not 
to be directly but indirectly identified wi th Cod's revelation. 
They are to be lookcd upon as containing not revealed 
truths or propositions about God, bu t rather as containing 
men's witness to, or expression of, Cod's di vine revelation . 
This view, of course, does not deny that the Scriptures con
tain propositional statements. The Scriptures, it is said, do 
contain propos itional statements (e,g. Genesis 1 v. 1). But 
these statements are regarded as the results of men's 
reflection on, a nd interpretation of, Cod's acts and deeds. 
They are not regarded as divinely given statements. The 
Old Testament Scriptures, for inst,mce, contain Israel's re
flection on its encounter with God. Naturally the o:r. 
writers expre.'ised their experience of God's revelation in 
thc language and thought forms of thcir day (cp. Cenesis I). 
In likc manner the New Testament writers, using the lan
guage and thought forms of their day, have given expression 
to their encounter with Cod in Jesus of Nazareth. 

Furthennore, according to this view, revelation is not 
confined to the past. Cod, it is said, confronts us today as 
he d id his people of old. God still reveals Himself to us . 
He does so through the changing events of our everyday 
life, through the "community atmosphere" of the Church, 
but especially through the Scriptures. Thus we today (using 
the Scri ptures as our standard or norm ) must also express 
( in the language of this 20th cen tury) Our experience of 
Cod 's revelation (or encounter ). This expression of our 
enCOunter with God is ou r Gospe\. 

Last ly, accord ing to this view, the Scriptures are not 
authoritative in and of themselves. Rather they become 
authoritative when through their fallible medium Cod re
veals himself to individual mcn. The Scriptures are thus 
only the authoritative Word of God when through them 
men are confronted by God. 

thi,lu 

To sum up: according to this view revelation is an act 
of God in which he gives himself ( not words or p roposi
tions) to us. Revelation thus has no propositional content 
- it cannot be repeated or preserved. And so the Scrip
tures are to be indirectly identified with revelation, i.e. they 
are a witness to revelation . 

The influence of this actualistic view of revelation is 
reflected in the statement made by the Third New Zealand 
Faith and Order Conference, concerning the nature of the 
Authority of the Bible. In "Massey 1964," p. 47 it is stated 
that "the Bible has an intrinsic authority of such a nature 
that through it the authent ic voice of the Lord is heard . 
His living word, breaking through the words of Scripture, 
continues to address men. He thus draws them to Himself." 
Notice first of all that this statement makes a distinction 
between the Bible and the "authentic voice of the Lord." 
The authen tic voice of the Lord is heard through the Bible. 
And secondly notice that this statement makes a distinction 
between the words of Scripture and the Lord's living word. 
The Lord's living word is somethin g wh ich breaks t.hrough 
the words of Scripture. 

Reve lation and Bibliolatry 
Now it is not d ifficu lt to see how these hvo different 

views of the nature of revelation can give ri~e to differences 
of opi nion within the Church. For instance, to d irectly 
equate the Scriptures and God's revelation would be quite 
an unthinkable action for a person who holds to an actualis
tic view of revelation. For his view of revelation as an act 
means that if he did eq llate Scripture and revelation he 
would be limiting God's frecclom and even confining God 
to an historical book. This is but to say that those who 
regard revelation as an act or encounter are, according to 
their basic presuppositions, guilty of bibliolatry if they 
equate God's revelation directly with Scripture. 

However those who hold to propositional revelation are 
faced with no such d ilemma. Their basic presupposition of 
a clear distinction between Goel and His revelation allows 
them to directly equate the Scriptures and Cod's rcvelation 
w ithout embarrassment. This point is too often overlooked 
when those holding an actualistic view of revelation charge 
those holding a propositional view of revelation with b ibli
olatry. Only when revelation is conceived of as an act or 
as an encoun ter does the charge of biblio latry have meaning. 

Revelation a nd faith 
Fm lhelmore, these two d ifferent views of the nature of 

revelat ion give rise to two d ifferent views of the nature of 
faith, A person holding to propositional revelation main
tains that God has revealed in the Scri ptu res certain truth .~ 

about Himself, about the universe, man , Jeslls of Nazareth, 
etc. And these truths he feels obliged to accept and to 
believe as true. For example he accepts as li tera lly true the 
teachin g that Jesus of Nazaret h was conceived without a 
human father. Thus for him faith not only gives rise to a 
real and vital relat ionship with the living Christ, it also 
includes asscnt to the divinely given propositions contained 
in the Scriptures. 

On the other hand a pcrson holding to an actualistic 
view of revelation maintains that there is no such thing as 
reveal ed truth. Thus hc regards fait h not as involving 
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assent to certain divinely given propositions, but rather as a 
response to a Divine encounter in an I - Thou relationship 
with God. And this means for example that he can regard 
the virgin birth stories in the gospels, not as teaching literal 
fact, but rather as one of the ways in which the carly 
Church expressed, to the contemporary world around it, its 
encounter with God in Jesus of Nazareth. But while he 
maintains that the Scriptures do not contain any divinely 
revealed truths to be assented to, he does not therefore 
dispense with the Scriptures. He values the Scriptures very 
highly. For they are a witness to revelation - they con tain 
other men's expressions of their encounters with God. 
Hence the Scriptures are for him the norm or standard 
whereby he today must express to others his own encounter 
(response, faith wi th Cod ). 

Thus the person who holds to propositional revelation 
regards faith as includi ng (along with other things) assent 
to divinely revealed truth. And the person who holds an 
actualistic view of revelation regards fai th not as assent to 
revealed truth but as a response to a Divine encoun ter. 

Revelation and Doctrine 
Closely connected with this point is the fact that these 

two different views of the nature of revelation give rise to 
two different views of the nature of doctrine. A person 
holding to propositional revelation maintains that Christian 
doctrines are "a settin g forth of what the Bible teaches." 
For him doctrinal statements arc summary statements of 
the once-for-all tmths which God has revealed in the Scrip
ture. That is to say for him the subject matter of Christian 
doctrine is fixed. This means that once the great doctrines 
of Scripture have been stated they continue to remain 
virtl1ally unchanged with the passing of time (cp. the doc
trinal statements of th e Heformation Period). There may 
of course be improvements in statement here and there, and 
even correction as the Scriptures are better understood, 
but on the whole these doctrines remain unchanged. 

However a person holding an actu>ll istic view of revcla
tion does not regard the subject matter of Christian doc
trines as fixed. For him Christian doctrines are statements 
drawn up by the Church to express its present experience 
of Cod. While these statements are in conformity with the 
Living Word of God as it comes in the power of the Holy 
Spirit throu gh the Scriptures, yet the experience of the 
chureh is continually changing with time. Hence the Chureh 
must continually he restating its doctrines. It must, in 
other words, be a "Reforming" Ch urch. 

Thus a propositional view of revelat ion gives rise to the 
idea that Christian doctrine is somethi ng fixed, something 
with permanent and final authority. And an actualistic view 
of revelation gives rise to the idea that Christian doctrine 
is something which must continuall y change with the times, 
something which has no final authority. 

Revelation and tne Creeds 
In addition it can be seen that these two different views 

of revelation will also give rise to different understand ings 
of the nature of creeds, doctrinal statements and confessions 
of faith . A person holdin g to propositional revelation will 
naturally regard a confession ot faith as a statement con
taining propositions to be assented to. He will regard it 

" 

as being a concise summary of the divinely revealed truths 
contained in the Scriptures. But a person holding to an 
actualistic view of revelation will look upon a confession 
of faith, not as a summary of propositions to be believed, 
but rather as a convenient expression of his encounter with 
God. Or he will look upon it as a summary of how other 
men have expressed their encounter with Cod. One thing 
is quite certain - a person whose basic presupposition is 
that there is no revealed truth cannot regard a confession 
of faith as being a summary of revealed truth. Thus the 
emergence of a new actualistic view of revelation has, for 
those who hold that view, completely undercut the author
ity of all creeds, doctrinal statements and confessions of 
faith. No matter how orthodox 11 L"Onfession of faith may 
be, a person holdi ng an actllalistic view of revelation 
could, with a clear conscience, subscribe to it and yet 
believe none of its contents to be literally true. For in 
subscribing to it he is (in accordance wi th his actualistic 
view of revelation, merely statin g that he regards it as a 
convenient expression of his own encounter with Cod. 

Revelation and Churcn Unity 

Finally it seems reasonable to see in these two different 
views of revelation a reason why some in the Church today 
are enthusiastic for Church unity and yet why others are 
not so enthusiastic. On an actualistic view of revelation it 
is possible to regard different theologies as but different 
expressions by various denominations of their experiences 
of God's revelation. If revelation is encounter with God, 
and if Cod has revealed Himself to men through the ages, 
then it would he possihle to regard Augustine's Confessions; 
Wesley's sermons; the Confcssion of the \Vestminster Di
vines; the dogmas of the Homan Catholic Church, etc., as 
hut different expressions of the same basic encounter which 
various people have had with Cod. And if all denomina
tions share the same basic experience of God's revelation 
then why should there not be more outward, visible unity? 
And also why should there not be more union and co
operation with those of other religions? Could not the 
teachings of other world religions merely be the ways by 
which men of other cultures have expressed their encounter 
with Cod? The point however to be noted is this - that a 
person holdin g an aetualistic view of revelation is in a posi
tion to sacrifice, for the sake of unity, some of the tnlditional 
modes in which he has expressed his encounter with God. 

A person holdin g to a propositional view of revelation is 
however in a completely different position. When asked 
to make sacrifices for the sake of Church uni ty he feels th.lt 
he is being asked to sacrifice much more than simply some 
beloved traditional mode by which he cxpresses his Cll 

counter with God. On the contrary he feels that he is being 
asked to deny the very truths which he believes God has 
revealed in the Scriptures. Such a person will be unen
thusias lic towards Church unity until ( a ) he feels that the 
hasis of union summarizes adequately the divine truths 
revealed in Scripture and ( b ) he is persuaded that those 
who Sllbscribe to this basis will regard it not merely as a 
"confession of faith ," not merely ;lll expression of the 
Church's experience, but as a summary of revealed truths 
to be assented to. 
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