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In this Issue

* * As the evenin~ lengthen and the Christmas season draws near,
we trust that you, your famil y and your friends will gain instruction
and inspiration from these pages. May Cod bless you, one and all,
at this happy time of the year.

* * The

feature a rticle foe this month is Christmas Ill'OlUld the
World. We are deeply grateful to the eight ladies, all but one mal
ried to missionaries, who introduce US to some of the experiences
which they encountered at Christmas time on the mission fields
where they have in a special way served the Lord.

* * Dr. E. Akos PeresUenyi, now associated with Children's Hos
pital in Toronto, Ontario, concludes his informative series on the
insidious methods e mployed by the Communi5tic State which led
to the enslavement of th e Reformed ChUI'Ch in Hungary. Look up
your previous iss ues of Torch and Trumpet and read once more his
previous contributions. This materi al should serve warning on the
.compl~Cent. ill 0.1.11'. del1'locratie nations w.ho insi5t. " It ,can't happen
herel"

* * Christmas is commemorated

by most of us in the deptlu of
winter. In hi5 meditation FranCOQ Guillaume reminds us, however,
that we may rejoice in th e "Light in a D ark Place,'·

* * The

concluding art icle of a series on the Heidelberg Cate
chism, Later Struggles for Survival, i5 presented by Or. Enno Wolt
hllis, professor of Chemis:tf)' at Calvin College who some time ago
did research at the University of Heidelberg.

* * Again the cause of Christian missions rates high in the magazine.
The Rov. Robert Recker analyzes some of the dangers a nd difficulties
facing this wo rk on the growing NJgerian Geld of the Christian
Reformed Church where presently more than one hWldred mission
aries (including wives) are working to present the claims of Christ on
all of man's life in the changing and challenging environment of that
new nation. Also, we are proud to be able to present to our readers
the Rev. Theodore liard's article on the Korean church s.ituation
which for the past decade has been most confusing. This careful and
competent statement is brimful of information,

* * T he

Indices for volumes XII and Xlii of Torch and T rwnpct
wi1l doubtlessly be appreciated by those who believe this magazine
is worth saving.

In the Next Issue
* * Your Editorial Committee is convinced that it has a real t reat
in store for the readers next month, when the article of William D .
Valente E sq on Freedom in Education will be presented. Mr.
Valente is an attorney-at-law in Philadelphia, Pa.

* * Be

sure to look for the review by Prof. R. B. Kuiper on
Bernard Ramm·, delightful and discerning book, The Christian Col
lege in the Twentieth Century.

MEDITATION: II Peter 1:19

LIGHT IN A DARK PLACE
by FRANCOIS GUILLAUME

And we have the prophetic word made more sure. You wiU do weU to pay
attention to this as to a lamp shining in a dark place~ until the day dawns arul
the morning slar rises in your hearts.
- II Peter 1: 19 (RSV )

P LEASE NOTE that Peter uses here the expres·
sion, "the prophetic word made more sure," in
stead of just saying, ..the word of prophecy." H e
means the Old Testament Scriptures, the written tes·
timony given by the Holy Spirit, which is true and
faithful for believers always, even in this new dis
pensation. We do not err if we likewise speak in
the same way of the Bible as we now possess it!
The Word as referred to in this text is not only
very certain, it is actually a prophetic word which has
been made more sure. "'More sure" - this is a com
parison with the voice which Peter heard from God on
the Mount of Transfiguration (Matt. 17:2fi., Mark 9:
2ff., Luke 9:29ff.). Peter had there shared in an over
whelming experience when he "heard this voice borne
from heaven" while he was "with him on the holy
mountain" (II Peter 1:18) . Heretics may use "cleverly
devised myths" to make their stories appear credible,
but the apostJes are eye·witnesses of that which was
attested in their very presence! Peter saw the majestic
Lord Jesus Christ, and heard the very voice of God
as it said, "This is my beloved Son, with whom I am
well pleased."
The prophetic word was always sure. It never
was something that might give occasion for doubt.
But now it is made more sure by the confinning ex·
perience and testimony of the apostles. We can rely
upon it, trust in it, for it is the true and infallible
Word of God.
No wonder that Peter follows with an exhorta
tion such as, "You do well to pay attention to this as
to a lamp shining in a dark place." Note the indis
pensability of this Word: it is the only light in a
world lying in complete darkness. We know nothing
without this Word! If we neglect it we are as blind
men. There is no wisdom except that which is made
possible by the illumination of God's Word which is
as a lamp unto our feet.
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Note as well the tenderness of Peter's admonition :
"You will do well ... " It is as if a father is speaking
to a son who has almost reached the stage of self·
support and adult responsibility! This is truly com·
plimentary.
Today this advice is still relevant. We are a critical
generation. It is questioned as to whether we should
teach the verbal inspiration of Scripture in this modern
day. Some doubt whether Genesis 1·3 is true in just
the same way as other parts of the Bible. There
seems to be an inclination to regard the Bible as
generally infallible, with certain kinds of detail ex
cluded. Do you realize that our many doubts jeop·
ardize the fUllctioning of the Bible as '"'a lamp shining
in a dark place"? For this must mean that our place
is completely dark without that light. What, then,
about a Bible which we consider as only partly a
light?
Peter urges upon us the well.doing of careful and
trusting use of that Bible lantern . Studying the Bible,
meditating upon it, praying in its light, maintaining
the preaching from it; hearing it as a true Word from
God addressed to us personally - the end of this
process is when "the day dawns and the morning
star rises in your hearts."
Some have said that this refers to the Second
Coming of ollr Lord, but we feel that this is out of
harmony with the intention of the passage. This is
the idea : those who use God's Word as the only lamp
in this dark place find that a new day dawns for
them, one which goes on and on into everlasting life
as is guaranteed by the rising of the morning star!
What a great incentive to Bible study! W ould you
find life? Then walk in the light of the Word, and you
will find forgiveness each day anew, you \viU find
hope as you walk toward the consummation of all
things i.n Christ, and you will find strength even as
you see those things which speak loudly of the per
fection of Christ's world·wide redemption!

, , ,
NO ROOM FOR JESUS CHRIST? . . . .

F ALL THE SEASONS of the year none seems to
captivate us more than the commemoration of Christ's
hirth. For old and young this is supposed to be the "happy"
time. We seem intent on shutting out of heart and home
anything that smacks of sadness.
For this there is a good reason. On Christmas we glory
in the beginning of the full gospel of our God. He has
sent the Savior of the world, son of man and Son of Cod,
who makes all things new. Rejoicing in that gospel we
sing and shout:

O

"Joy to the world! the Lord is come.
Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare Him room ,
And heaven and nature ring."
But throughout this world there seems to be so little
room for the Savior-King. This is repeatedly attested to
by what our missionaries write. It should by this time
have become equally evident to us that countless millions
in our own land are refusing to receive Christ in their
hearts and lives. Even we who profess that name which
is above every name fail to honor our King as we should.
On Christmas it is well to reflect on tltis sobering reality.
Not long ago the refusal of the American nation to honor
Christ the King was noted in a resolution, unanimously
adopted at the National Sunday School Convention held
in Buffalo, N. Y. It listed the five "major trends" which
give "evidence of a rush to secularism in national life."
It is well to refresh our minds once again on the direction
which this nation is deliberately taking. According to the
resolution the following currents threaten to remove Christ
still more from any authoritative place in our lives:
( 1) the gradual "d e-Protestantizing" of the United States
"through the efforts of the ectunenical movement and
the current Vatican Council";
( 2 ) the United States Supreme Court decisions banning
Bible reading and prayer in the public schools;
(3) the widl>spread moral laxity evidenced in "pre-occupa
tion with sex, crime, teen-age restlessness, boredom
and delinquency";
(4) the "increasing crescendo of tension in race relations";
and
( 5 ) the lack of "positive, aggressive Christian witness as
refl ected in apathy and frustration" on the part of
many who profess Jesus Christ.
Each of these "trends" exhibits an aU-out attack on the
Lordship of Jesus Christ. It makes little difference whether
such attacks are deliberate or not. The end-result is the
same. The right of the Savior, whose birth we are com
memorating, to rule in the hearts and lives, the organiza
tions and institutions of men is openly denied. This in
cludes the rC<'l.lms of the church as well as the state; of
four

personal as weU as social morality. Even those who claim
to be Christians are too weary to witness for him.
Today is as good a time as any to take stock of ourselves.
How much do we honor the Lordship of Jesus Christ
in our hearts. in Our homes, in our churches and their
assemblies. in our schools, in our jobs, in our social and
political and cultural witness? Christ claims every area
of life for himself. And only where he reigns as Lord ,
does he increasingly give joy and make all things new.
P.y.
PREACHING AND THE VATICAN COUNCIL

ORE PREAC HING from the Word of God wa<; called
for by the Ecumenical Council of the Roman Catholic
Church which has been meeting at the Vatican in Rome.
Proposals for the reform of Catholic liturgy have occupied
the attention of the delegates, and many interesting amend
ments have been tentatively adopted. These include de
cisions which will make it possible to carry on a good
part of the worship, including some parts of the Mass.
in the language of the people.
Surely one of the most Significant decisions taken in
this council calls for a greater insistence upon the preach
ing of the Word. Up to this time the place of preaching
has had a relatively minor place in Roman Catholic war·
ship. In the past the sermon has often been regarded as
an optional appendage to the celebration of the Mass.
The proposal which has now been adopted by a large
majority declares that the sennon should never be omitted
except for serious reasons. It calls upon each priest to use
every Sunday as an opportunity to explain the Christian
faith and Christian living to the people. It further calls
upon the priests to base their sermons on the Bible and to
make extensive use of the Scriptures in their preaching.
This new voice from the Vatican possibly raises some
hope. If this ca ll for preaching in the Roman Catholic
church will be heard , there must come also a clear under
standing of what preaching reaUy is. If this is to be a
discourse on some subject suggested by Roman Catholic
tradition, then it hecomes a powerful means for propaganda.
The rationalizing of typically Roman Catholic ideas and
practices in a "sermon" becomes a d angerous thing. This
is not preaching. The difficulty, however, lies in the fact
that many people don't know what a sermon really is.
Preaching, rightly understood , is the 6.'(plaining of the
Word of God so that its meaning and application to faith
and life may be clearly heard. When the Word is allowed
to speak in the preaching, it will at once claim its rightful
place as the only fina l authority for faith and practice.
Then preaching becomes the means wruch the Spirit uses
to work a continuing reformation of the church. If the
clergy will allow the Word to speak in the sermons to be
prC<'lched. it is possible that the "accursed idolatry" of the
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Mass will become apparent, and many other teachings and
practices of the Roman church will fall before the sword
of the Spirit which is the Word of God. This first and
important step in rcfonn may yet in God's providence
bring about a 20th century refonnation in the church of
Rome.
R.L.

WRESnlNG WITH THE PROBLEMS

"WRESTI.lNG WITH the problems" is a popular ex·
pression. Those who are not engaged in this tussle
are regarded as hopelessly ignorant. And no matter what one
suggests in criticism of an established doctrinal or practical
matter, if it can be said that "he is wrestling with the prob
lem," then objectors had better hush up, and quick!
I thought of this lately, when I noticed the following
news item in the official organ of the Gereformeerde Kerk
in Delft, The Netherlands. It appeared under the head
ing : "Folk-dancing," which I translate as follows:
Next Saturday there will again be folk dancing. As
announced earlier, this evening will bear a somewhat
peculiar character, which ought not to prove a hin
drance to anyone that might attend. On the con·
trary, for these evenings are especially designed as a
stimulus to folk dancing. The previous time we
learned four new dances, which we intend to practice
thoroughly this time. These were the Troika, the
Virginia Reel, "Pop Goes the Weasel," and the "Hora."
As our new dance for next Saturday we have the
French folk dance: "Hinkey-dinkey, parlez-vous." Ad

mission price is 50¢. Be sure that we have a full
house!
Folk..(lancing is called square-dancing here, and I under
stand that it has already made its way into Christian Re·
formed circles. At least J met a man recently who told
me that he was a professional instructor in such dancing,
and that he was also engaged to demonstrate this "art" to
a group of Christian Reformed young people, and that this
instruction would take place in one of the buildings of our
denominational institutions.
Well, someone asks irritably, what is so wrong with
square dancing?
Frankly, J don't know. But there are some problems
here . .
Does all of this represent a changed worJd-and-life view
among our people? Have we now advanced so far (or gone
back so far ) that the possible worldliness of certain
amusement forms is no longer a relevant subject for dis·
cussion? Should a church directly or indirectly provide for
this kind of thing? If such kinds of activity are popular,
-while all efforts to stimulate interest in the principles of
a Reformed, Christian life go begging for enough interest
to make them worthwhile, ought we to conclude that the
question among us is not, "What is wrong with square
dancing?" Might the question be, "What is wrong with
us?"
I'm just suggesting that before we get into the kind
of wrestling represented by the more desirable social dane·
ing we truly wrestle with such questions.
J.H.P.

Why the Church Capitulated III
by E. AKOS PERESZlENYI, M.D.

HY HAS the Reformed Church in Hungary suc resistance to the Turks for three centuries. It was a mani
cumbed to the tremendous pressures which have festation of ingratitude, even of injustice, on the part of
been put upon it since World W ar 1l?
tlle West to maim Hungary after World War I, to hand
her over into the hands of the Soviet Union after World
Perhaps this question will never be ful ly and satis
War II, and to allow her to smother in her own life-blood
factorily answered. So many factors enter into the picture,
throughout the brief Revolution of 1956. The latter was
tha.t it is almost impossible to see them all and analyze
especially immoral, when viewed against the long years of
them accurately. Yet we would like to mention those which
radio propaganda which presented a false picture of
seem to us among the most significant.
Western life and readiness to liberate the country.
In the present stress we fOld within the Reformed
Part of the plight which the church shares with the
Church a strong strain of "Eastern apathy" which is no t whole Hungarian nation must be attributed to well
entirely alien to the Hungarian character. The Hungarians designed and ever-increasing Communist pressure. This
are in a sense the "orphans" of Europe. For generations consists of unprecedented inBation which enslaves the
they have been intensely hated by their immediate neigh masses to the will of the state which manipu lates the
bours. The nations which actually constitute the West must economy, dismissal from the civil service often without any
bear their heavy share of blame for Hungary's present reason, repeated political screening to which all arc sub
plight. Rarely have Hungary's undeniable contributions to jected and which produces a sense of insecurity and fear,
the preservation of Western Christian civilization and reli. manhandling at the slightest provocation and imprisonment
gion been recognized. Still less have they been rewarded which is suspended like a Damocles' sword over the heads
by those nations who have pronted by Hungary's heroic of the people.
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Perhaps the grimmest aspect of the church's failures
must be located in its inefficient religious training. On a
purely inteUectual level all seemed to be in order. Suitable
texts were provided. Sufficient opportunity was given for
such education in the schools. But how could one expect
true faith in the lives of the pupils, whcn altogether too
often there was none within the hearts of the teachers? To
be sure there were excellent exceptions. But on the whole
the teachers gave no evidence of a saving faith. Thus the
impact of their teaching was patriotic rather than religious.
The Refonned Church was a bulwark of Hungarian na
tionalism rather than of true Christianity.
This same lack of concern with personal salvation and
godliness was evident elsewhere. The "John Calvin So
ciety" was primarily intellectual in its approach. It had
almost no personal message which could transform a church
so sorely in need of a revival. The "Soli D co Gloria" move
ment with its divided allegiance to true Calvinism and
Hungarian patriotism - often overemphasizing the latter 
failed to produce permanent results.
The seminaries matriculated and graduated unregen
erate students on a large scale. Academic freedom was
• • • •
misinterpreted. It served to shelter all kinds of doctrines
alien
to Calvinism. Antagonistic views of professors within
All this goes perhaps a long way towards explaining
why the church has remained rather quiescent and even one and the same seminary selVed to confuse the students.
Thus to the mind of most ministers Calvinism came to be
apathetic in her present troubles.
a traditional heritage rather than a living, vibrant faith .
Yet none of these seriously conb'ibuting factors free the
H ere we should also deplore the church's lack of con
church from her responsibility. Let us examine the mis
cern
with scholarly Calvinistic literature. It never was
takes which we as church have made in the past.
wiDing to undertake the task of supplying what was so
I t is a known fact there has never been within the
sorely needed. All publishing was left to private publish
Hungarian Reformed Church history a revival which em
ing houses who were more interested in gaining favour
braced the whole church. Although the early Hungarian
with prospective customers than in disseminating the prin
reformers were genuine Christians (and some were great
ciples of the faith.
scholars and powerful church leaders), there were too many
The actual life of the church was also far from healthy.
political motives operative in the establishment of the
Church
discipline, although provided for in the books, was
H.eformed churches. Here thc tensions between the Swiss
practically
non-existent. Ministers guilty of gross immoral·
Reformation and the Catholic House of Hapsburg played
an influential role even in Hungary. Puritan attempts ity and drunkenness were not defrocked, unless someone
which aimed at a more thorough·going reformation of fa ith was willing to denounce them publicly. And in many H un
and life were always ruthlessly suppressed by the bishops garian towns and villages this was seldom done. These
ministers now are in the vanguard of the "best peace min
and aristocrats.
isters."
Nor should we fail to point out that the aristo
The pietists have no Calvinistic conception of the
cratic
elements
within the church government, because they
church. Hence a renewal of the church's life cannot be
were
never
tempered
in practice with the more democratic
expected from them now, any more than it could ever have
elements, have facilitated beyond measure state-control
been expected from them in the past. These people usually
regard the church rather as "a happy hunting ground" for ovcr the church through its OV\I'Jl clergy occupying the
souls. They have always concentrated their eHorts of their positions of power and prestige.
But likely the real SOurce of our troubles lies deeper.
own organizations. Their aversion to the properly elected
We refer to the lukewarm heart of Christians who are
officials of the church has led to the segregation of many
not
vitally concerned about the cause of Christ. Our Chris·
Christians from the day·by·day life within the congrega
tions. Their strong anti-confessionalism has even kept their tian life in H ungary has often been so superBciaL Our
ministers away from studying and professing Calvinistic voice was not raised in unequivocal disapproval, when the
Nazis overran our land and forced upon us policies which
doctrine.
The Barthians within the church have, even without the church did not approve. Now we lack the power to
being fully aware of this, contributed to a great degree of resist the even more antichristian trend of Communism.
state-control over the church. Their leftist political leall  There seems to be so little wrestling in prayer for a revival.
We get so little now, because we seem to be aski ng for
ings and their cunning undermining of Calvinistic doctrines
little
from the Lord.
so
have paved the way for the peace ministers.

The present apathy is in part also the result of the
Roman Catholic fallacy. According to the Catholic theory
it is no sin to yield to these Communist pressures. This has
proved to be most unfortunate fo r the Hungarian pcople,
since it serves many with an excuse to evade their respon·
sibility. People of weak character feel that they are justi·
fied in joining the Communist party or otherwise acting
contrary to their convictions, since the church does not view
such yielding as a serious sin .
Fully as serious in sustaining this apathetic attitude is
the reaction of the upper and middle classes. These people
were largely of German, Slovak and Je\vish origin. They
could speak Hungarian well but never had any real in·
terest in the Hungarian nation. Usually they despised the
Hungarian peasant and wherever possible have prevented
him from receiving higher education. This was possible
because these "foreign" elements within the Hungarian
nation were concentrated in the cities as part of the studied
plan of the Hapsburg emperors to keep Magyar nationalism
and culture in subjection. "'Where are the real Hungari
ans?'" they often ask, meaning thereby their own class.

THE KORfRn CHURCH AnD THE REfORmm fAITH TODAY
by TH EODORE HARD

OREA IS AN ARM of the continent of Asia. thrust
out into the sea. The upper arm and the whole body
of Asia is like a prisoner, tTussed and gagged by Com
munism. Except for the far-away soft underbelly and some
rather feebly struggling toes Korea alone is free enough to
wriggle and fight. Meanwhile it is far removed from the
other struggling extremities. Where Christianity has gone
underground or remained a weak minority elsewhere, in
Korea it is much alive and strong.

K

THE RELIGIOUS SITUATION

According to the 1962 annual government releases
Christians now outnumber Buddhists two to one. In this
traditional stronghold of Oriental religions the Ministry of
Education lists 736,844 Protestants, 590,962 Roman Cath
olics and 687,345 Buddhists. What about Confucians?
Throughout the country they number a mere 26,137 in
thirty-four "churches."
Of course, Korea has other religions. With the excep
tion of a few miniscule imports like Mormonism and Baha
ism, most of these are indigenous to the land, cvidencing
deep roots in Korea's past and a general opposition to the
outlook and ideology of the western world in cultural mat
ters. Yct of the nineteen listed beside Buddhism and
Confucianism, fourteen have four or less congregations.
Although four of these religions list more than 10,000 con
stituents (one, the "Dongdo Kyo" as many as 291,826)
these are not influential. -The average Korean hardly knows
that many of them exist.
Not only do Protestants number the most adherents;
they also total 6,785 congregations - nearly three times as
many as Buddhism and more than six times as many as
Roman Catholicism (1,004). Though usually smaller and
less well-built structures than those of the Roman Catholic
Church, the Protestant edi6ces blanket the countryside.
The present growth of Roman Catholicism is phenomenal
and rrigbtening. Yet the Koreans themselves chalk this up
to the massive relief program which is carried on, partic
ularly by their way of handling United States government
surplus foods. Almost aU funds for church buildings come
directly from the Vatican, according to a French priest
here.
PROTESTANT POTPOURRI

As in so many otllcr countries Protestantism in Korea
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is a potpourri of various groups. Presbyterians number
three times as many as the next largest group, the Meth
odists. The Holiness churches, a conservative methodistic
group, have nearly 100,000 constituents. Below are listed
the fi$!;urcs for 1962 as reported by the Christian Literature
Society of Seoul, most of these gleaned &000 actual reports
by the churches themselves. 111ese are nearly double the
figures published by the Korean government.
Presbyterians (all groups)
Methodists
H oliness
Seventll Day Adventists
Salvation Army
Baptists (founded by Southern
Baptists from the U.S.A.)

710,346
235,357
96,405

76,000
25,986
11,530

All other groups list less than 10,000 each. These arc
mostly fundamentalistic groups from America which began
work after World War II. Exceptions are the Episcopal (An
glican) Church numbering 6,068, and the lone congregation
of the Far Eastern Apostolic (Greek Orthodox ) Church
with 950 constituents. It should be remembered that the
method of counting members varies from group to group.

A DIVIDED PRESBYTERIANISM

Today there are four large groups of Presbyterians with
possibly three very small others.
The largest, presently called the "Tonghap" group, totals
1950 congregations and is supported by missionaries of the
United Presbyterian Church in the U.S., the Presbyterian
Church in the U.S. and the Australian Presbyterian Church.
It has partial or complete control of two large universities,
three colleges and several seminaries. The size of the mis
sionary body assisting it and the large denominations which
these missionaries represent make for massive aid in financ
ing, in literature, in education and in international church
contacts.
The second is the "Koryn" Seminary group. In 1951 the
Pusan Presbytery of the then undivided mother church re
formed as a separate body. This was after long and strong
but apparently futile protest and activity against modern~
ism and Shinto shrine obeisance in the church, which had
been required by the Japanese occupation government.

This "Koryu" group maintained a strong stand for
orthodoxy. It made the greatest commitment and witness
to the Refonned faith. It sought the theological cHmate
of the Free University of Amsterdam and of Westminster,
Calvin, Faith and later also Covenant Seminaries in Amer
ica, while the larger group from which it divided con
tinued with few exceptions to seek the breeze of Prince
ton, Union, etc. In Koryn Seminary and the Bedgling
Calvin College it wannly welcomed the the-ulogy of
Kuyper, Bavinck, Schilder, and Dooyeweerd together with
the voices of the Hodges, Warfield, Vos, Machen, Berkhof
and the present faculty leaders of Westminster and Calvin
in America. From its inception this group was assisted by
missionaries from the Orthodox Presbyterian and the Bible
Presbyterinn churches, and after a split in the latter group
also from the Eva ngelical Presbyterian Church. The Chris
tian Hefonned Church gave tens of thousands of dollars
for seminary, hospital and church work through its diaconal
relief committees and sent frequent visi tors for surveyor
lecture purposes. By 1960 this group attained a size of 590
churches with some 140,000 constituents.
A third group with some 667 churches is popularly
called the "Hangook" Seminary group. It has a constitu
ency of 130,346. It is the product of a split in 1954, three
years aher the "Koryu" group had re-formed. Many of its
leaders were precisely the men against whom the "Koryu"
group had been protesting. The mother body, having cut
off the continually scratching foot, Snally discovered that
there was an infection worth scratching about. Thus this
new split. Barthian in its seminary and some of the pub
lications of its leaders, it is militantly outspoken against
orthodoxy and for the ecumenical movement. It has a high
reputation for scholarship and numbers many members
who are influential government officials. It is aided by mis
sionaries from the United Church of Canada. who are prob
ably more liberal than their Korean colleagues.
In 1959 a fourth group emerged, again the result of a
split within the original body. Claiming both legal a nd
spiritual succession, it also possesses the original minutes,
seal and gavel of the historical church. It regards the other
dissenting body (,TonghapJ as a split from itself, since that
group did not reconvene with them after an emergency
recess had been called by the moderator of the 1959 Gen
eral Assembly because of chaos on the Boor. Called the
"Seungdong" group, it continues bereft of its former mis
sionary assistance, colleges, seminary buildings and in
ternational church ties. It retained. about 1250 congrega
tions. Its batt1e within the church had been against the
encroaching dangers of the ecumenical movement and
liberalism, together with a growing distrust of the mission
aries and their policies.
REUNION AND NEW DIVISIONS

In 1960 the "Koryu" and "Seungdong" groups united as
long separated brothers who, although in separate organiza
tions, had been lighting the same battles. The union was
hastly, ill-planned and, unfortunately, short-lived. Though
things began sweetly and with much emotion and en
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thusiasm, the united body was immediately racked by a
strident minority favoring ICCe .ties. Failing to achieve
their purpose, although they used every maneuver which
they could from good to deplorable, this minority broke
away in 1962 with ten or twenty churches.
Meanwhile distrust grew behveen leaders of the two
united groups. Certain original conditions of the union
were being broken according to some "Koryu" leaders. As
time progressed the "Koryu" group found itself facin g a
heavy-handed majority in church assemblies, since on ly a
small minority among the General Assembly elected officers
were their men. In particular the "Koryu" element was
battling to have its seminary continue in Pusan, although
this school had become a branch of the General Assembly
seminary in Seoul. The General Assembly had decided to
let the Pusan school die on the vine by permitting no new
students to enroll there. These facts and factioo ~l thinking
made it clear that the marriage had been more in name
than in spirit. General charges of corruption were also
hurled against the larger element by some "Koryu" leaders
in publicly circulated statements.
As a result the "Koryn" Seminary at Pusan was rein
stated by its former trustees in the autumn of 1962. The
"Koryu" group then declared itseU restored as an inde
pendent body in August 1963. At its General Assembly,
held in September 1963, it reported 445 churches. However
150 original "Koryu" churches remain in the union together
with 3B others which had refrained for years hom the
'1(oryu" assemblies and now joined the larger group. Pres
ently this larger or "Seungdong" group totals about 1450
churches.
THE PRESENT SITUATION

The three missionary couples from the Orthodox Pres
byterian Church and the two missionary couples from World
Presbyterian Missions (Covenant Seminary group in St.
Louis, Mo.) went a long with the union of 1960. Until now
they have remained with this church. As individuals, how
ever, they maintain close ties with the "Koryu" group, try
ing to assist bot1} groups although reserving official co
operation on1y with the union assembly.
Christian Reformed Church financial aid has almost
come to an end. The medical work of Drs. Boelens and
Ten Have is not specifically geared to any of these church
groups as such. Yet the union group looks to the Chris
tian Reformed Church for help, particularly for its new
plans for seminary buildings.
Both of these groups, the "Seungdong" and the "Koryu,"
with their aggregate of some 1900 congregations represent,
humanly speaking, the hope of the Reformed faith in Korea.
Both are moving towards a more consistent theological
orthodoxy, giving new attention to Dutch and American
Calvinism. This can be seen in seminary texts, published
articles, etc. This writer feels that the most improvement
and the best stand have been taken by the "Koryu" group.
But both sides have dimmed the light of tlleir testimony
by a deplorable lack of unity and love, which has been
accompanied by an undue stress on legality in many of

their actions. The temptation arises to accuse one or an~
other side of schism, yet blame must be taken by both
sides also for this.
In such circumstances there is a tendency to lose
patience and stand apart from these dissident groups with
critical eye. Certainly the missionaries on the spot have
known great discouragement. Yet we see again the vast
work which must be done, as well as the strong beginnings

which have been made. We rejoice in the current Bowing
back to a clearer orthodoxy and the good fight against the
inclusivistic policies of the ecumenical movement.
Once again we see Korea as a lonely wriggling finger
of the bound and gagged Asian continent. Here, at least,
the gospel is still preached and in freedom. Here Com~
munism is strongly opposed. We must not retreat from
this stand.

THE CHANGING FACE OF OUR NIGERIAN MISSION
by ROBERT RECKER

N A RECENT ARTICLE we signalized some of the
deep-rooted problems which face the Christian Re~
formed Church and her mission enterprise in Nigeria.
Since 1940, when the church assumed responsibility for
the work begun by the late Johanna Veenstra and her col~
leagues, God has richly blessed the labors of the church
and her missionaries. Two national churches have been
organized. Step by step these have assumed greater re~
sponsibility for aspects of the work. Simultaneously the
Nigerian peoples to whom the church has ministered have
awakened to take their place in the modem world. Educa·
tion has grown by leaps and bounds. Roads have opened
the hinterlands. Independence has given the country a new
sense of selfhood. All this was bound to affect the mission
enterprise. No longer mayor dare we regard the Nigerian
churches as dependent upon the white missionaries for the
spread of the gospel and the maturing of the Christian
churches in that land.
In this article we would call attention in somewhat
greater detail to the response of the national churches. This
may help us understand why no easy answer can be found
to the question: How long can and will the Christian mis·
sion, specifically that carried on by the Christian Refonned
Church, continue in that Jand?
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side would control the united synod. And since the joy
of exercising autonomy has just recently been experienced,
the churches are loath to give this up. Third, the two
churches follow different practices in the local congrega·
tions and in the field of evangelism. These policies are
cherished with religious fervor. Fourth, politics has in·
serted a tension into present relationships which makes
union talks useless. Fifth, some of the missionaries them·
selves are not convinced of the need or the desirability of
such union.
Running one mission with two policies, or let us say
with policies directed toward two national churches each
with its own peculiar characteristics, introduces the grow
ing danger of a cleavage betwcen the Hausa· and the Tiv
speaking missionaries.
THE INFLUENCE OF WIDER FELLOWSHIP

Both of these national churches are members of the
"Fellowship of the Churches of Christ in the Sudan." In
this group are to be found Baptists, Methodists, Brethren,
Lutherans and others. Both are happy to belong to this
fellowship, since it does not affect their autonomy within
their respective areas. An African enjoys any meeting for
fellowship, but as far as I can detect there is little in
clination in our districts towards real union with these
CAN THE TWO CHURCHES UNITE?
bodies.
Some of the pressing aspects of the administrative prob·
In addition there has been established an Evangelical
lem would be solved, if the two autonomous denominations Council of Churches of Northern Nigeria, which is a little
in Nigeria with which we work would unite to fonn one more widely representative in its membership than the
denomination. The past year has seen attempts by the above-mentioned Fellowship. This bas been operating suc·
Hausa·speaking church to obtain the agreement of the Tiv cessfully for only a year or so, and it is difficult to make
speaking church to set up a committee which would initiate a judgment on its value. During the past year the African
discussions which would hopefully lead to church union. churches have been approached as to whether they desire
This was rejected emphatically.1 In fact, the oHer was to join this Christian Council. The Tiv church apparently
viewed as a sort of provocative action.
has indicated that it would like to be a partner with the
In my opinion there are several reasons for this attitude. mission in this, and asked the mission to pay its fifty-pound
First, there continues to be a strong spirit of tribal competi yearly membership fee.2 The Hausa-speaking church has
tion and jealousy. Second, since both churches are of so far hesitated to seek membership in this body. Apart
apprOximately the same size, there is the question which from the question of the value of such a relationship and
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possible dangers involved in it, the synods already now are
in constant Gnancial difficulty, let alone having to pay for
the travel and board of delegates to another, distant meeting
each year. The argument is brought forward that since the
mission is a member due to its association with the S.U.M.,
why should not the national churches with whom we as
sociate become members?
These wider relationships do tend to make the national
churches a little more critical of our mission efforts in the
light of their increasing knowledge of what other missions
have done for the national churches in their care. Hence
mission is played off against mission. There is no longer
any isolated mission activity in Nigeria.l
REPLACEMENTS BY NATIONALS

The above-mentioned facts and interpretations will give
you an impression of a growing maturity on the part of our
African churches. This is also a correct impression. It fits
in with the movement of Nigerianization throughout the
country - Nigeria is for the Nigerians! Hence many "Euro
pean" government officials have been and are being re
placed by Nigerians. It is expected that also in the mission
program, as capable Nigerians arise, they will replace
present American workers. Hopefully this should take
place in gradual fashion from now on in the case of nurses,
teachers and preachers. Perhaps in the more distant future
it can also take place in the case of doctors and other
specialists.
There are some positions, perhaps, which we do not
want filled with Nigerians, sioce we feel that after a certain
period of time there should not be a continuation of the
work which these involve. An example of this is the case
of those of our ministers who have been serving as district
missionaries. With the ordination of Nigerians much of
this work has been assumed by those national pastors who
serve local congregations within the district. The Amer
ican missionary has become absorbed in other tasks be
sides the administration of the sacraments, the counselling
of the local churches, and full-time evangelism . But there
is a growing conviction on the part of the ordained men,
that these tasks do not necessarily warrant the presence of
an ordained minister. One can always be busy on a mission
Geld. People make so many demands on the time ancl abil
ities of a person. In view of this the position of district
missionary will undoubtedly be discarded.
U we examine the use of ordained men, we find a total
of seventeen "European" pastors, one on sick leave. Tltis
total includes the missionaries from South Africa. Five arc
engaged in pastor-training programs, three are involved in
literature and Bible-translation work (all D.C.R.M .), one
in Bible school work, one in ecumenical work in the main,
one in mission administration, and seven in district mis
sionary work. Mr. Korhom will teach the pre-seminary
course at Lupwe.

or more converts annually. This may seem to be quite a
good rate of increase, but it could be much better.
What has been happening should be watched care
fully. Of late there has been a trend away from personal
witnessing, emphasizing in its place the institutional wit
ness through the church's official representatives such as
pastors, evangelists, elders and the like. With the develop
ment of the country there has been a tendency to emphaSize
that a teacher is a teacher, a mason is a mason, and a
fanner is a fanner. So, more and more we hear of laymen
refusing to lead a service or going out to witness, on the
ground that they are not being paid. Even elders are
chagrined to discover all the demands made on their time,
for which they are not paid. In such a picture we feel that
there is still plenty of room for a few "European" men to
spearhead the work in pioneer areas. If present plans go
forward, then the Revs. Holkeboer, Van Essen and Monsma
will be engaged in such work.
INNER CONFLICTS OF SOME MISSIONARIES

Those missionaries not engaged in pioneer evangelism
or pastor-training programs are weighing the lasting con
tribution which they are able to make in their districts
against the amount of time absorbed in jobs which a lay
man could easily do. Some are beginning to feel that their
training and abilities are not being fully utilized; that they
did not come to Nigeria to serve as secretary, chauHeur,
banker and the like but as ministers of the Word. In
cidentally, the matter is very complicated, since the mis
sionary stands in the community primarily as a Christian
man and witness in the totality of his life. Yet the inner
conHict is very real and much present.
This same conflict has affected some of the doctors and
nurses who have served or are serving in the medical pro
gram. Perhaps it is a satanic temptation, yet the thought
arises: "Am I just serving a medical need in this area, or is
this a real kingdom contribution?"
Even in the field of education this thought comes to the
fore at times. Presently only three of our missionary per
sonnel are engaged in teaching in the primary system.
Three male teachers are engaged in educational administra
tion. The remaining educational staff are engaged in higher
education.
What I am trying to get at is this. UsuaUy staff mem
bers will stay on the job only when they have the satis
faction of heart that they are being effective; that they can
do their job; that there is no one to take their place; that
not only Nigeria needs them but also the coming of Christ's
kingdom demands their staying on. If tins conviction is
absent, a decre.1.se in the mission staff will be seen - not a
continuing increase as is presently the case. This pattern
has already become pronounced in government service. It
is also becoming apparent in some of the missions operat
ing in Nigeria.

TREND TOWARDS INSTITUTIONALIZATION

THE NEED FOR MUTUAt UNDERSTANDING

As far as these evangelistic endeavors are concerned,
the churches have been reaping a harvest of one thousand

During the last few years relations with the govern
ment have been amiable. There has been no sign that nUsTORr.H I'nd TRUM
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sions will be expelled in the immediate future. Rather, the
emphasis of the government is on toleration, on mutual
respect, on a working together to build a strong and modern
Nigeria. 4
No, the problem of the continuing mission of the Chris
tian Refonned Church depends on the relations between
church and mission, between church and church. It de
pends on mutual trust and man-to-man frankness. It de
pends on satisfactory working relationships, unbroken com
munication, wisdom on the part of missionaries and mission
and churches alike. It depends on the desire of the national
churches for the presence of each individual missionary. It
depends on the certification that the missionary's presence
is really needed. It depends on whether the nationals will
be given the jobs which they are able and trained to do.
lt meaos that the mission should put forth sincere and
energetic attempts to train men and women for the jobs
which the ongoing Christian conununity will require. lt
means that the Ouistian Reformed Church will have to
face the fact, whether it is willing to give monetary aid to
the Nigerian churches in lieu of or in addition to the aid
of its missionary staff. The missionaries will have to put
forth more intense eHorts to identify themselves with the
local African churches.
On the other hand it would perhaps help if the Nigerian
churches cou1d resist political pressures and national anti
white suspicions. But more positively, these churches must
demonstrate in initiative and in their economic response
that they have accepted responsibility for the church's mis
sion in Nigeria.
In the light of the fully-constituted national churches,
how long can the Christian Reformed Church catty on an
independent mission in its organizational pattern? Or is the
time quickly drawing near, that our mission should sub
merge in the mission of the Tiv- and H ausa-speaking
churches? If the church of Christ is one and in the light of
the way in which we deal with subsidized churches in the
United States, we must again assess our denomination's
mission and project some plan for the future.

Will THE MISSION CONTINUE?

Although we may not be hindered externally from pur
suing mission in that land, the effectiveness of our activity
may wither. The effectiveness of certain mission tasks may
be vitiated, one after another. It may even prove difficult
for any "European's" work to be effective because of racial
barriers. 'What then?
We were distressed during the past year and a half to
discover a certain sense of grievance within the Christian
conununities which we had served for years. Prayerfully
and lovingly we hope to weather the storms of this ad ju st~
ment period and by Cod's grace continue to serve effective
ly, so that the churches may develop internally as well as
externally until such time as God makes it clear that we are
either no longer desired or merely engaged in minding the
house.
But there is a companion problem. In the long run it is
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a much more signi6can t problem. Will the African churches
have a continuing mission to their own communities?
Several tendencies are evident within these churches
which cou1d cut the nerve of the mission task. I have al
ready mentioned the trend to institutionalism, the emphasis
upon division of labor and church office to the point where
the voluntary witness of every church member is no longer
regarded as obligatory. Secondly, fonnalism has set in, due
to the acceptance of a pattern of behavior as that which
really constitutes the Christian way. Thirdly, materialism
is a very real temptation. The attention of church mem
bers is diverted by many factors - politics, careers, seeking
of high salaries, luxury items, etc. Poor giving to the
church has led to a very shaky financial basis for the
churches. Hence the salaries of church officials are often
far below what they should be. Fourthly, worldliness is a
very grave threat. Adultery and polygamy are still prescnt
as real problems. Pagan animistic practices and idolatry
have not been eradicated but have a t times gone under
ground. The problems of stealing, lying, cheating and eva
sion of responsibility continue to plague the churches.
If we dwell on this side of the story, we might well
become discouraged. But our sufficiency is of Cod.
We have confidence that the Spirit will not abandon the
task which he has begun in Nigeria.
The kingdom of Cod, also in its Nigerian phase, cannot
be scuttled.
Postscript: The Theological College 01 Northern Nigeria has moved
into its new quarters at Bukuro. The c:Jassroom-1ibruy blocks two
teachen' bO\LSe$ and student dormitories have been completed.
The Chapel is DOW in process of construction. S Presently there is
a student body of twenty-three, of which seventeen come from the
Tiv and Hausa churches. Six were graduated from the certificate
course last April, two of which belonged to the Tiv church. Last
year two grad uated from the diploma course, one a Tiv. Eleven
Lutheran young men graduated Jast year as a special class, which
was transferred to a seminary in the Lutheran mission area. Thus
far relations have been good. Perhaps there has been more tribal
friction than anything else. It is too early to judge as to the product
of such united training. Perhaps it will take yean to be able to do
this in a meaningful way. At least we know that here is a real at
tempt to give rupectablc theolOgical education to Africans in the
English language.6
The Tiv vernacula r pastors' course at Mkar concluded last spring
with the training of seven men. These were subsequently ~amined
by the Tiv synod. In mid Hl63 the Ha usa vernacular course fin
ished with nine men. The new pre-seminary course to be conducted
by Mr. Korhom will begin in 1963 with three Hausa.spcaking men,
nine students from the Tiv church, and one student from the Muri
church, thus a total of thirteen students.
1. Early in 1963 an inter-chureh committee came into being. One
meeting was held. However, oo1y superficial problems and com
plaints were discussed; not the basic matter of moving: towards
church union. However, it was a beginning, and we hope this
wi1l lead to greater understanding and eventual union.

2. The Tiv synod in April 1963 agreed to join the Christian Council
and contribute three pence per member as its contribution to
wards the organization.
3. The EKAS and NKST churches are members of the Reformed
Ecumenical Synod, and both sent delegates to the meetings held
in Grand R.1pids, Mich., du rin g August 1963.
4. Recently there has been a resurgence 01 Muslim mission activity;
this attempt to revitalize the witness of Islam bas the support of
the highest au thorities.
5. Chapel as well as other buildings on the new plot were dedicated
to the service of God at a very impressive ceremony on April 6,
1063.
6. In 1963 there are seventeen students-five from the NXST and
EKAS churches.
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IN ARGENTINA

were trying hard to put meaning into a day that had pre
viously
passed unnoticed. We wanted so much to use can
OU ASKED ME how Christmas is celebrated in AI
dles
for
some of the numbers, but that glaring sun, even at
gentiaa. Well, what would you answer if I asked you
8:00
p.
m.,
destroyed much of the reverent atmosphere we
how Christmas is celebrated in the United States? Would
dies
for
some
of the numbers, but that glaring sun, even at
you p resume to tell me how the Swedish in Minnesota, the
Chinese in San Francisco, the Negro in Georgia, the Dutch tunity to present the birth of the Savior and his gift to
famil y in Hudsonville celebrates? No, you would probably men to a lot of curiosity seekers who rarely stepped over
tell me what you know; how you celebrate. Yes, we all the doorsill of the church.
The very few devoted church people among our Catholic
have our own backgrounds with their traditions which we
neighbors
had lit candles and waited the Christmas Eve
add to the customs of the communities in which we live.
away
for
the
big mass at 12:00 p. m. Then they feasted
In Argentina much the same thing occurs. The nationality.
and
made
merry
until dawn and spent Christmas day re
religion, climatic conditions all add to the individual cele
cuperating
and
picnicking
at the beach.
bration of Chrishnas in each home. I haven't traveled the
Argentina
two years ago, a little of the
When
we
left
Argentine any more widely than I have traveled the United
commercialized
American
Christmas
was slowly seeping in.
States. I can only teU you of the Chrisbnases of which I
But it was having difficulty for many reasons. One is that
know.
the Argentine gift·giving day is January 6, the Day of the
My very first Christmas in Argentina was a rather Wisemen. Another is that the Argentines do not have the
lonely affair. We had arrived a few weeks before and in money to indulge in our expensive festivities. And more
stalled ourselves as best we could. Th en my husband important perhaps is the fact that Roman Catholic dleology
packed a few things and was off to make a circuit of all does not emphasize Christ as much as the saints and Mary.
the sheep ranches far and near where we supposed we had Tbey seem to feel that the birthday of their favorite saint
church members. I was pregnant, knew no Spanish, and rates more attention than that of the Savior.
was considered quite unworthy of the rough and rugged
-Natalie (Mrs. John S.) Boonstra
journey. So our first Christmas found me by myself. I
remember spending those long eighteen hours of hot, dusty,
Patagonia sun reading and rereading my only thumb-worn
copies of a "Journal" and a "Reader's Digest" ... the fine
MARY'S PERPLEXING THOUGHTS
print of every advertisement, the guarantees, warranties,
('"'And the angel departed from Mary ... ")
conditions, and anything else that was on those pages. I
'"'Why came you unto me, a virgin, lone, obscure?
still hadn't figured out that strange Argentine money and
I fain would question thee, 0 heavenly mes
its value, and as yet I had not been initiated into the
senger,
physical contortions, grunts and groans, that can serve as
And I of low estate, and all my kindred poor,
communication when all words fa il! So I never even ven
Why not unto a princess fair, 0 holy harbinger?
What meaneth this, I ask, that I am favored
tured outside the door to the corner grocery which was
Above all women - the handmaid of the LordP
open as usual.
And who this unborn child; what heart can
comprehend?
My second Christmas more than made up for the priva
'The
Son
of God, caUed JesuS - I do not grasp
tions of the first. Again there was nothing in the Decem
these
words,
ber's hot, glaring dust storms to herald the usual Christmas
How can the Holy One merge with man's
celebration; no tinsel in the stores, no Salvation Army lassie
poverty,
on the comer ringing her bell, no daily notice in the
The Infinite confined to space by heaven's de
CTee?
newspapers. . . "only 15 more shopping days left." But
My heart is deeply stirTed, and yet, I answer
in our bare stucco church the few children that remained
thee:
in the city during the summer hoJjdays prepared the same
'According to thy word, so let it ever ber"
little verses and exercises with which you are familiar. Our
-Elsie D . Kuizema
sparse little choir caroled the same hymns, but of course,
all in Spanish. It was new and strange to them, but they
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IN TAIWAN

HILE PROBABLY only three percent of the popula.
tion in Taiwan acc Christians, many more observe
Christmas. Non-Christians observe Christmas as a custom
introduced from the West, without having any religious
significance attached to it. Christmas cards arc sen t be
tween friends; dinner parties arc held in hotels or private
homes.
For the Christians, however, Christmas is morc meaning
ful. Larger churches often have special evening services
on D ecember 24, and smaller churches usually observe
Christmas on the Sunday closest to the 25th, as Christmas
is not a legal holiday. Everybody has to work during the
day. Certain special features arc added to the Christmas
Sunday services: the choir will sing a number of hymns;
adult baptism is scheduled on that day if there are any
candidates; Bowers are used to grace the church as also
are other decorations made of colored paper. Packages of
candies and cookies are distributed to Sunday school stu
dents and to children of church members. In some churches
the young people sing carols outside the homes of Chris
tians. Thcy are often invited in the house for tea and
sweets.
The Y.M.C.A. regularly spOnsors an oratorio of Handel's
Messiah. For the past two years the conductor is a min
ister of the Taiwan Presbyterian Church, and his wife is the
piano accompanist. Most of the choir members are students
of seminaries and colleges. The Messiah is sung in English,
and the pcrfonnance is held in the middle of December
each year.
Most Christians send greeting cards at Christmas time.
hut the custom of exchanging gifts is not widely practiced.
In the homes of some Christians, Christmas trees are placed
in the living room and gift packages are given b y parents
to their children.
Last year the Chinese government in Taiwan proc1aimed
December 25 as the Constitution Day, thereby making it
a holiday for all government workers and students of all
schools. Banks and some corporations free their employees
for the day. There might be a special significance in mak
ing the Christmas Day a legal holiday, when we remember
that many government ofEicia1s, including the President
and the First Lady, are Christians.
Merry Christmasl
- Lily (Mrs. Isaac) Jen
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"I heard the bells on Christmas Day
Their old, familiar carols play.
And wild and sweet
The WQJ'da repeat
Of peace on earth, good-wiU to menr
- Henry W. Longfellow

IN AUSTRALIA

ALL Tn UE Cluistians commemorate Christmas by giv
.£l. ing thanks to God for Jesus Christ who as the Savior
came into the world to save sinful men and to be the
I PF.T O-.....h.o 1QA"

Master of their lives. "Thank you, Father, for Christ Jesus
who is our only hope of redemption and life eternal in
glory with Thee." This is the prayer of all those born
again.
By a variety of celebrations this day is commemo
rated throughout the world. These celebrations are largely
determined and colored by customs, traditions, weather,
etc., of the respective countries. Sad to say, too many cele
brations have lost this commemorative aspect.
In Australia, as in America, there is Santa Claus, here
called "Father Cluistmas.- There are decorations, spending
and giving of gifts, although not nearly so widespread and
elaborate as in America. Business men, of course, make
their wares as attractive as possible. Very early they ad
vertise on a limited scale. But they must contend with a
country which has hot summer weather in December, with
people who are eager to spend their holidays on the
beautiful beaches.
In addition, the Australian school children finish the
school year just before Christmas. At this time shop and
factory personnel also receive their annual two-week holi
day. These are then combined with Christmas. So, what do
we have? The workers hold their "break-up" parties, which
are little more than big beer-drinking sprees. The men
often arrive home very drunk, summing up their state by
saying, "'We had our Chrisbnas celebration!" At school
children have their "break-up" parties, eating sweets and
playing a few games under the balloons and colors of a
few Cluishnas decorations.
During these weeks the beaches hum with activity.
Many families spend their time in tents pitched within
five feet of each other. Here they eat dust and are sur
rounded by Hies. Yet they have little thought for anything
else than the "'good time" they're having.
On the whole the Australian churches do not hold a
Christmas commemorative service. Some feel this is against
the Re£onned interpretation of Scripture. Others feel this is
unnecessary or meaningless. A few groups have tried to
make the Christmas commemoration like a Sunday worship.
We believe the Australian Cluistians should work together
for a proper commemoration of our Savior's birth. In
that way they could be a more efFective witness to the
non-Christians around them. But Christmas celebrations
don't end on December 25. The next day is a holiday, called
"'Boxing Day." It is supposed to be a day for fun, but
again many men make of it an all-day drinking affair.
What a sad anti-climax for many homes! Pray for these
homes without Jesus, that he may be received in them and
there be commemorated with thanks to God for his gift
of love to the world.
How different the celebration for a missionary-pastor's
family. On the Saturday before Christmas our daddy and
the two girls left home with the tent. Where did they go?
To Portland, one hundred and eighty-five miles away. H ere
there were meetings on Saturday. worship on Sunday,
Christmas program on Monday evening, and tho Cluistmas
service on Tuesday which was Christmas day. He returned
home to Geelong on that day just in time for supper with

the rest of the family. At home we had two teenage guests
who spent their holidays with us. On Monday we made
om preparations. On Tuesday we attended the Christmas
worship service. We spent the afternoon rather quietly
waiting for father and the girls. When they returned, we
had "family time." The children enacted the Christmas
story in their own way, and we all joined in singing carols.
The next day, "Boxing Day," was also our son's birthday.
Father spent some time Witll the boys; mother and the
girls prepared the Christmas dinner. After dinner each of
us had a gift to open. By 2:30 we were aU ready for a
long hike into the bush. [n this way we had opportunity
to commemorate God's great gift to us. Though far from
our homeland and in mid summer, all of us received the
spiritual blessing of remembering the Savior's birth.
- Harriet ( Mrs. Gerard) Van Groningen

"Everywhere, evenJwhere, Christ17Ul.S tonight!
Christ17Ul.S in the lands of the fir tree and pine,
Christmas in lands of the palm tree and vine,
Christmas where snow peaks stand solemn and
white,
Christmas where comfields lie sunny and bri/!.ht,
Everywhere, everywhere, Christmas tonight!
- Phillips Brooks

After the party and fun , the high school students go
out Christmas caroling to share with others the glad tidings
of great joy.
The afternoon the children go home, a Christmas pro·
gram is given by them for the workers and parents. Ev
ery number on the program tells of the birth of the Christ,
illStilling in the children and audience alike the true
meaning of Christmas.
Some of the missionaries at the outposts have the priv
ilege of holding religious classes in the government school.
They, too, present a small gift to each of the children
signed up with the Christian Reformed Church and remind
the children that a more wonderful and greater gift came
to earth whose birthday we celebrate this season of the
year.
Christmas is a joyous day at each of our chapels too.
Christians in some areas gather and celebrate tlus day to·
gether by having dinner and a special speaker or activities;
others gather with relatives and friends but a ll join in their
chapels, as people from all nations and ages do, to thank,
praise, and glorify our Savior who came into this worJd
as a babe to die for om sins.
- Thelma Vander Ven

"Welcome. all wonders in one night!
Eternity shut in a span,
Summer in winter, day in night,

IN NAVAJOLAND

OME WITH ME to the busiest place at Rehoboth this
time of the year - the post office. The mail has just
come in and the postmaster is very busy sorting and put·
ting it into the boxes. Many children and workers are
made happy by the mail that comes from people all over.
How joyous they are that friends have remembered them
again this Christmas. Look at the boxes that also came.
Some of them are for various people but some of them
are addressed only to the Rehoboth Mission. These boxes
are opened in the office or by the matrons. But, where
do they all come from, and whom are they for? They are
from friends of the mission over the whole United States
and Canada, and are to be given as Christmas gifts to the
school children .
Shortly before the Navajo children leave for their homes
to spend the holidays with loved ones, each class, with their
teacher and another worker, has a party. Excitement is in
the air at the whole mission! The children gather for games
first and then a small gift is given to each one. The things
that came in boxes are now used for these gifts. What a
thrill it would be if you could peek in on one of these
parties and sec the shiny, sparkling eyes, of the little ones
especially, when they see thei r gifts. Some of the children
receive few other gifts. A Httle later the cooks bring ro-
freshments to each class and this too is something special.
In clOSing, songs are sung of the Birthday of the King.
As the children run back to the dormitory, the workers are
happy for the extra work they have done and are thank.
flll for the many supporters who remember them and the
children again.

Heaven in earth, and God in man.
Great Little One! Whose all.embracing birth
Lifts earth to heaven, stoops heaven to eartll."
- Richard Crashaw
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IN CUBA
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BEGI N, I would like to qualify my impressions
about Christmas in Cuba by saying that we spent only
two Christmas seasons there. I know that if we were still
living there, my story of Christmas in Cuba might be al
together different. I say this because [ remember how dif·
ferent the two Christmas times seemed to me, not only for
political reasons but also because by the second year we
were better prepared to accept new customs and traditions.
We celebrated our first Cuban Christmas just two
months after we arrived there. We were in a period of
adjustment, did not know the Spanish language yet, and
everything was still very new to us. Having always lived
in snow country until we moved to Cuba, it might as
well have been July as December to us. We had been
transferred to such a different environment that it was
difficult to convince ourselves that this was actually Christ·
mastime. [ am sure that most of us would admit that as
much as we regret tlle commercialization of Christmas,
without it and without our traditions, we would find our·
selves a little lost.
All around us there was some activity. It is the season
for giving in Cuba also, but there was no evidence of this
from outward appearances. No carols were played in the
streets, no bell-ringers, and no busy shoppers were seen.
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There is also the most deep, heartfelt prayer and desire
Christmas day "Was much like any other day of the year 
the stores were open until noon. In Cuba, gifts are given that "next year we will celebrate Christmas in Cuba."
- Arlene ( Mrs. Clarence) Nyenhuis
to the children on January 6 - the day of the Kings.
As Christmas received little commercialization, there
was even less of a religious note. This, in itself, was most
THE CHRISTMAS SYMPHONY
depressing. This birthday of a King was not heralded by
They heard it in that night of long ago,
the townspeople in any way. The time for celebration is
It was the Christmas Symphony;
on Christmas Eve or "Noche Duena." On that night fam
When angels thriUed with holy joy,
Brought earth its sweetest melody.
ilies get together and have a real feast of roast pig 
Its leading theme plucked mercy's mystic strings,
roasted whole - and all the special dishes that go with
Touched by heaven's golden harps;
such a dinner. Since the country of Cuba was nearing the
While cymbals ;oined with echoes clear,
end of a severe revolution, there was little celebrating
Of justice purchased dear.
Christmas of 1959.
But w hen the drums like hammers beat
With iudi!.ment's fearful drone,
The Christmas of 1960 was much more joyful for the
Great
trembling surged through heaven's haUs,
people of our town - a very fal se joy because they were
For
sin
must be atonedJ
celebrating their new and unpredictable government in
Then played the silvery dulcimer,
stead of the birth of their eternal King. Strccts were dec
It throbbed of pardoning grace;
orated with colorful lanterns and papers; homes were
And Love's chorale in solemn praise
W ove softly through each new-born phrase.
decked out with decorations of every description. Even
LOttd rang celestial corridors
then, there was some uneasy laughter and shrugging off
With seraph music sweet;
of some of the government's strange orders - no Christmas
Earth clasp thy gi ft, redemptive love,
trees and no Santa Claus talkl This was unnecessarily
Bom at the mercy seatl
American. Cubans had to have a Cuban Christmas. As
- Elsie D. Kuizema
onlookers we felt strange forebodings at these early anti
American tendencies.
IN NEW ZEALAND
That year, 1960, we were invited to a roast pig dinner
FIRST CHRISTMAS away from home is a strange
at the home of one of the families of church - a Christmas
experience. In fact, for many it is a time of home
Eve we will never forget. Uniquely Cuban and an eve sickness. But for an American family a mid-summer Christ
ning of true Christian fellowship in every way.
mas in New Zealand is almost bewildering. Then one must
These are my impressions of Christmas in Cuba as an face up to the question: What really makes Christmas
onlooker of the activities of the town of Jaguey Grande. Chrisbnas?
There were also activities and preparations going on in
Is it the cozy atmosphere spent in a warm house on
our various churches. Each young people's group gave a cold, winter day with snow falling outside? Is it merely
a well-rehearsed program, programs that we found much a matter of going through the old routine of last minute
more realistic to the meaning of Christmas than many of shopping and maintaining certain traditions and customs
their American counterparts. Christmas carols were sung to which everyone else also seems to be clinging?
in church and Sunday Scbool during the month of De
The most popular place in New Zealand on Christmas
cember. The Ladies' groups performed a very special day is the beach. The schools have completed another
service by sewing clothing for all the needy children that year of activity. Vacations have begun.
came to Sunday School - and this inchlded the majority
Everyone is asked, "Where are you going for Chrisbnas?"
of the pupils.
Most of the factories close down for several weeks.
In a way, the church and religious activities stand And as the assembly lines grind to a halt, the New Zea
apart from a typical Cuban Chrisbnas in my mind, be landers indulge in Christmas parties with all the trimmings.
cause these songs and activities are not really a part of By all means these trimmings must include beer and
the original Cuban tradition.
"Scotch" so that walking the streets, or riding the buses
Today in Cuba those who celebrated their Christmas becomes a most unpleasant experience. Everyone is in a
without Christ and used this season as an excuse to praise hilarious mood, wishing one and all "'happy Chrisbnas.
the wonders of their government are silent and confused
New Zealanders have a way of trying to do the same
and many of them are suffering. The Christians are cele thing everyone else is doing at the same time. They love
brating their Christmas in their churches if they receive the out-of·doors and their climate and their countryside
government permission. If not, they have the joy and lends itself to a vacation in tents. During the Christmas
knowledge of Christmas and Christ in their hearts and cele holidays New Zealand virtually becomes a land of tent
brate it quietly in their family - what family they have dwellers. Prior to Christmas they pack up and many of
left around them.
their horoes are vacated for several weeks.
In some ways, the celebration of Christmas is much like
For every Cuban, in Cuba or in exile, Christmas is a
memory. For the Cuban Christian in exile there is the ours in the Northern Hemisphere. For instance, there is
beautiful Christmas story - the birth of a King. the peace the same exchanging of gifts. The stores are decorated in
of heart and soul that only this great truth can bring. much the same way. Even though it is the heart of

A

T

H

P T

.....:.

..-..

summer, they have the same tinsel, snow Hakes painted in
windows, and Santa pictured in a sleigh.
Nearly all the children are taught to believe in Santa
Claus, or Father Christmas as he is normally called. It
is the accepted thing even among Christians. Seemingly
children must believe that "Santy" brings them gifts. They
do have Christmas trees, but not very many, since most
people are away from home. The few that are at home
have a big Christmas dinner with ham and plum puddin g.
Last Christmas there was an item in thc local paper,
lamenting the fact that New Zealanders were replacing
their big Christmas dinners with the picnic basket.
Now I know this has nothing to do with the real Christ·
mas, but this is how it is celebrated in New Zealand.
The Reformed Churches have a divine service which
is looked upon as something quite foreign by the New
Zealanders. In many respects the Dutch immigrants are
inclined to take a radically differen t view of Christmas.
They seem to regard Christmas as a day more sacred than
Sunday. Even though they may attend church very irreg
ularly otherwise, by all means, they must attend the ser
vice on C hristmas day. Our Reformed people have started
the practice of having programs during the Christmas
season. However they must be satisfied to have these
programs some weeks in advance b ecause it is "'just too
busy" around Christmas time.
Perhaps these strange customs and this different atmos·
p here have helped us to ask more earnestly, "'What is
really Christmas?"
- Carrie (Mrs. Richard J.) Venema

trees. My mind snapped back to the present. A smile
played across the dark face next to me and he said in
his own tongue, "Tomorrow is the day Jesus was born."
I nodded and added, "For little creatures like you and
me and others like us all over the world." His eyes re
sponded and his face reflected the light which was in his
heart.
He bid me goodnight and gradually blended with the
shadows as he walked into the night to his tiny home
in the nearby village. His heart, like that of many others
here, had been blessed with new life in Christ. Chrishnas
morning would find him and the other C hristians in the
village church worshiping and singing Christmas songs
in their own way and in their own language. But there
were others in the village, many others, who would ex·
perience no joy on Christmas. There is also a pagan feast
this time of the year, b ut its drunken revelry and sham
provide no joy. If there were no participation in this, the
day would be just one more day of toil under a relent
less sun to b e followed b y another night of darkness with
out and within.
When the African pastor leads his people in prayer,
he will praise God fo r h is gift of love in his Son Jesus.
H e will also pray earnestly for those who won't hear be
C<'luse they refuse, or who cannot h ear because there is
no one to tell them . And he will understand too, because
it was not so many years ago that he was among them.
Thus Christmas means different things to people in
Nigeria, but thankfully it means the birth of Cluist the
Savior to an increasing number each year.
- Ann (Mrs. Raymond) Browneye

"This is the month, and this the happy mom,
Wherein the Son of Heaven's eternal King,
Of wedded maid and virgin mother born,
Our great redemption from above did bring,
For so the holy sages once did sing,
That He our deadly forfeit should release,
And with His Father work us a perpetual peace."

"What babe new born is this that in a manger
cries?
Near on her lowly bed his happy mother lies.
Oh, see the air is shaken with white and heaven-
ly wingsThis is the Lord of all the earth,
This is the King of Kings."

- JOHN Mn.TON

- R. W . CaDER
IN NIGERIA

HE MOON became faintly visible witll an eerie amber
cast sometime after dark, far above the horizon. The
b reeze from the north was comfortable, but it carried the
Sahara dust which first hid the moon completely and now
61tered its light. The higher it soared in the sky, the less
its b luish grey light was impaired. The slowly waving palm
fronds were clearly visible against the heavens. The glit·
tering stars, the warm b reeze, the ponderous moon and
the peaceful silence made one conscious of God, especially
on Christmas eve.
Meditating quietly in one's own heart brought to mind
the sheph erds and the wise men. It made that night lon g
ago seem so real and near. Time had passed - a lot of
time - but Cod hadn't changed. He had sent the Son He
had promised and to think He had sent that Son for little
creatures like - . A night bird screeched in the nearby
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IN JAPAN

USTLING SHOPPERS, Santa Claus, Christmas songs,
decorated trees . .. one finds all of these in the world's
largest city - Tokyo. The description fits all metropolitan
areas of Japan, and, to a lesser extent, the rural areas
during t he holiday season.
Strange, isn't it? Only 0.5% of Japan's 95 million people
profess to be C hristians. Yet the birthday of our Savior
seems to deserve special attention. The day is not a
national holiday; it is just an ordinary working day, but
t he merchants have seized the opportunity to promote
sales.
The Japanese Christians celebrate Christmas in some·
what the same manner as do we. T he young people carol
in their villages, a Sunday School program portraying the
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birth of Christ is usually given on the preceding Sunday,
and gifts may be exchanged. Because December 25 is
not a holiday, church services arc held that evening rather
than in the morning. The average congregation in Japan
consists of about thirty members.
Opportunist merchants are not the only cause for na
tional recognition of Chrishnas, for the most important
holidays of all come just a week later. Chrishnas just adds
to the anticipation of festive days ahead. New Year's Day
is the big day; it sets off a three-day holiday for the entire
nation. Special preparations for it include the buying of
gifts, hanging of traditional decorations on the doors, giving
the homes their annual cleaning, and the making of a
special kind of rice flour cake.
Two activities highlight these holidays - family visit
ing and worship at the shrines. Young couples with their
children return to their "home country" to visit loved ones,
standing in line for hours to get a seat or standing room on
trains that are crowded beyond your wildest imagination.
After hours of traveling in sardine-like fashion they arrive
at their destination, only to look forward to rettuning under
the same conditions. But the holiday spirit carries them
bowing and smiling through it all.
On the morning of January 1, millions £lock to their
local shrines to bring an offering of money and to worship
their gods. Each worshiper rings a gong, claps his hands
three times and bows silently in front of the shrine. So
very few worship the true God in Japan. Won't you join
them in praying that the people who walk in darkness
may see a great Light, that his Star may be seen in the
East?
- Barbara (Mrs. Martin) Essenburg

NOT QUITE THE SAME AGAIN

Tell me, hills of Bethlehem, the shepherd-men
who came
To tend their flocks that evening, were they ever
quite the same?
Often I've seen the miracle portrayed upon their
faces,
And felt they must have worn that look to all
their wandering-places.
The glory of an angel-choir, each one in perfect
part,
Must have rruu1e a lasting pattern upon their
shepherd-heart;
And the Christ-child in the manger, in such a
sorry place,
Must have etched the lines of wonder which
never left their face.
No tender sheep, no angel-throng are ours to
watch tonight,
But give us eyes for Christmas, help us to catch
the light,
So that the gleam wiU pierce ow hearts and we
may feel we've been
Companions to the shepherds - not quite the
same again.
- Helen Kuiper Noordewier
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HEIDELBERG CATECHISM

LATER STRUGGLES
FOR SURVIVAL
by EN NO WOlTHU IS

T WAS NOT LONG before differences of opinion again

the ecclesiastical peace. Debate continued on
Ithedisturbed
precise meaning of the Lord's Supper. Also, especially
in the Palatinate, the teachings of Arius were spreading

rapidly. The feeling on this issue became so intense that
in 1572 one of the most vocal Arians, Sylvanus by name,was
beheaded in the market place in Heidelberg on the grounds

of heresy. The minister of Peterskirche in Heidelberg was
also numbered among the Arians, but he managed to £lee
the city.
There followed a few years of intense opposition to
Frederick and his catechism, particularly by a number of
theologians who were followers of Luther. The Roman
Catholics, infuriated by the eightieth question and answer,
abo joined in the attack. Both Ursinus and Olevianus
exerted themselves in defence of the catechism.
On October 26, 1575, the Elector Frederick died. In
the Bnal days of his life his faith continued strong. He
often asked those near him to read to him from the Scrip
tures, especially such passages as Psalms 31, 32 and 71, John
17 and Romans 8.
Now Frederick's son, Ludwig VI, came to power at the
age of thirty-seven. Unlike his father, he was an avowed
Lutheran. He determined to stamp out the Reformed faith
in favor of Lutheranism. He ordered the churches to stop
using the Heidelberg catechism and to replace it with
Luther's catechism. He deposed those loyal to the Re
formed faith, whether they were professors, teachers,
preachers or public officials. He forbade the sale of liter
ature espousing the faith of his father. Many people fled
from Heidelberg to find refuge in a neighboring area under
the rule of his brother, Casimir. Fortunately for the cause
of the Reformed faith, Ludwig did not reign long. He
died in 1583, and was succeeded by his brother, Casimir.
Now the pendulum began to swing the other way again.
Casimir immediately reversed the trend, returned the
Heiliggeist church to the Reformed group, and reinstated
the teachers, preachers and other officials who had been
deposed by Ludwig. Casimir's rule also was not long, for he
died in 1592. His brother's son, Frederick IV, became the
Elector of the Palatinate in his place. During the eighteen
years of his reign the Reformed faith found favor, and the
.~ .
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university of Heidelberg rose to new heights in the aca·
demic world.
In 1610 Frederick was succeeded by his son, Frederick
V, also Reformed. It was he who delegated certain church
leaders to the great Synod of Dordt which recognized the
Heidelberg catechism as the official statement of faith for
the Reformed cause.
Now the clouds of political war were gathering. The
Thirty Years' War broke out in 1619. The Spaniards under
Spinola came from the south and overran the Palatinate.
The Bohemian forces under Tilly entered Heidelberg in
September, 1622, and terrible days followed for the Re·
formed churches in that city. The churches were sum·
marily given to the Roman Catholics, and the university put
under Jesuit control. The now famous university library,
housed in the Heiliggeist church, was loaded into fifty
wagons and transported over the Alps to the Vatican, a
gift to the pope. Most of those precious volumes are still in
Rome.
Heidelberg was now firmly in the hands of the Roman
Catholics. All leaders of Reformed or Lutheran persuasion
had to leave the city. A short respite came in 1631 when,
with the help of the Swedes under Gustav Adolphus, the
forces of Protestantism again prevailed in the Palatinate.
Again the university and the churches became the posses·
sions of the Reformers. But this did not last long, for, in
1634, the Roman Catholic forces again conquered the area.
The Palatinate then remained in their hands until the peace
of Westphalia in 1648. At that time Karl Ludwig, son of
Frederick V, became the Elector. The Protestant victory
was appropriately celebrated in October, 1649, in the
Heiliggeist church with a service of thanksgiving. The
Lutherans, however, desired to worship by themselves. Lud·
wig tolerated the Lutherans to the point of ordering a
church built for them in Heidelberg. This is the Providence
church. Karl Ludwig ruled until 1685, and did much to
entrench the Reformed faith in western Germany.
But dark days lay ahead for the Protestants in the
Palatinate. The French forces of Louis XIV invaded western
Germany in 1689. Hundreds of cities and towns were
burned to the ground, including Speyer, Worms and Mann·
heim. Then, in May, 1693, Heidelberg also fell victim to
the plundering French forces. While the city burned in
every quarter, hundreds of its residents were herded into
the Heiliggeist church, the doors were closed, and fire
was set to it. The roof and tower of the church were
severely damaged, but many of the imprisoned townsfolk
escaped. After the fire had subsided, the troops, many
of whom were intoxicated, opened the graves of the former
Electors buried in the church. They threw the bodies into
the streets of the city and removed from them anything of
value. It took many years to restore this famous church
and others like it in western Germany.
Some years after this pillage of the city, in 1705, an
agreement was reached whereby the larger churches were
to serve both Protestants and Roman Catholics. To do this,
in the Heiliggeist church, a wall was erected in the middle,
separating the front from the rear. The Roman Catholics

were given the front, or altar, section, and the Protestants
the rear part of the church. This wall remained for more
than two centuries, and was finally broken down in 1936
when the Protestants bought the fore part from the Cath·
olies. Incidentally, this wall was taken down temporarily
in 1886 for the celebration of the SOOth anniversary of the
founding of the university of Heidelberg, but was promptly
put up again after the festivities.
But we must return to a brief consideration of the cate·
chism. It survived the turbulent war years, during which
time its public use was severely restricted by the Roman
Catholics and the French invaders. In 1719, the Elector,
Karl Philip, decreed that all copies of the Heidelberg cate·
chism should be confiscated, at least, all copies containing'
the eightieth question and answer. Under pressure from
the new Prussian king and from Protestants all over
Europe, and probably because he feared a new religious
war might follow, he relented after some months, and again
pennitted the printing of the catechism but without the
offensive parts of the answer to the eightieth question.
We have now traced the early history of the Heidelberg
catechism to the point where its continued existence could
no longer be questioned. Despite the many attempts to
silence the catechism as the voice of Reformed Christianity
during a period of a century and a half, the catechism had
now become a pennanent and prominent symbol of Prot
estantism. From its beginning in Heidelberg, its influence
had spread throughout Europe. During the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries it won many more adherents through·
out the world.
In this twentieth cenhrry the Heidelberg catechism con·
tinues to be an adequate summary of the Reformed faith.
It is adequate because it includes all the truths of the Scrip·
tures. And it shall continue its influence among men every·
where so long as God's Word continues, and that shall
never fail.
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UNDER CHURCH SPIRES

the
laborers
are

fewcould their be
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The same condition prevails in the United States. Ac
cording to a recent survey the American Baptists, report
ing 6372 congregations, had a ministerial deficit of 1272.
The Methodists with 39,845 pulpits to 611 had a shortage
of no less than 15,804 pastors, while the Presbytcrians
(UPUSA) with 8329 churches needed another 1829 min
isters to fill their vacancies. All the larger denominations,
and most of al1 those where liberalism has made its greatest
inroads, face this seemingly insoluble problem. How point
edly we are reminded of the words of our Lord, who
told his disciples that the harvest, indeed, is plentiful but
the laborers fewl
Undoubtedly many reasons may be adduced for the
present world-wide shortage. A situation so fearful and
frustra tin g does not come to pass over night. But one
undeniable factor ought not escape our attention . Here
the churches are reaping what in large measure they havc
sown. The theory of universal salvation is being pro
claimed either openly or somewhat under cover. Under the
influence of existential philosophy and dialectical theology
we hear everywhere that all men are in Christ. All that
remains to be done is to tell them about this fact. This
undercuts the urgency of gospel preaching. No wonder
that the average church member remains cold, when be is
reminded that the churches need preachers. There is no
longer any room for "a passion for God's glory" and "a
compassion for lost souls." And where this is lost, all
true prayer to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers
is irrevocably undercut.
How much zeal for Cod's Word, which alone can make
men wise unto salvation, is there left in your church? Your
prayers for laborers will be largely in proportion to your
faith in what Cod himself says about the urgency of
preaching.

by PETER Y. DE JONG

ROMAN CATHOLICISM UNDER COMMUNIST PRESSURE

With much rejoicing the peoples of the world greeted
the announcement that the United States and Soviet Russia
have some months ago come to a better understanding
about the testing of nuclear weapons. Since then there has
been a marked easing of tension between those two lands.
The Rev. James Munn, Foreign Mission convener, re For this also committed Christians should be thankful to
ported to the Church of Scotland at its most recent Ceneral Cod.
Assembly, '"What seems to be most lacking, abroad as much
as at home, is the supply of men for the job ... Seventy
This easing of tension, however, provides us with a new
fo ur jobs for missionaries stand empty at such a time as peril. This lies not chiefly in the fear that perhaps Russia
this. The churches in which we are working are indig will renege on her agreement, something which is likely in
nant and mystified when their requests go unanswered." the light of past policies of the Kremlin. Far more danger
ous is the changing attitude of the man in the street who
Not much better is the situation in England. The Re supposes that Russian Communism is being gradually
r;ival Fellowship Magazine records what has happened transformed into a way of life more compatible with Chris
since the Methodist Union of 1932. Since that time "'our tian ideas and ideals. This notion has been nurtured by
membership has fallen by 100,000, the number of ministers the welcome which the delegates of the Russian church
decline by one-fifth, the number of local preachers by one received at the sessions of the World Council of Churches.
third, and the number of Sunday School scholars halvedl" And if Communism is merely another economic and social
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ROM VARIOUS parts of the world the cry is heard
that the demand for candidates for the ministry and
for the missions far exceeds the supply.
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theory of human relations, then the thaw might hopefully
hold out some good.
Let us, however, remind ourselves of the record of
Communism.
This is not merely a system of political beliefs. Nor
does it aim merely at raising the economic levels and im
proving the social conditions of a people. It is a life- and
world-view. It is undergirded by basic religious (call
them "irreligious," if you will) convictions. In the truly
Communistic society there is no room for the God of the
Scriptures.
The story of what has been happening to Czechoslo
vakia repeats the tragic consequences which the churches
have suffered throughout the years in Russia, East Germany
and Hungary. Once this nation, well educated and highly
industrialized and more closely associated with the West
than other satellite countries, was 75$ Roman Catholic.
Now only remnants of that church organization remain.
A recent report, quoted in The Evangelical Presbyterian.
informs us: "'The bishops have been jailed or otherwise
suppressed ]ong since. Most of the priests in one way or
another have been subjugated. The faithful who fulfill
even the most fundamental religious duties are few. One
example is that in Prague only three percent of the popula
tion attend Sunday Mass. Attendance by children is an
cxtIeme rarity. Practice in some other regions is even lower,
and there are towns where virtually no one ever goes to
Mass. There is a relatively long-standing tradition of reli
gious indifference in Bohemia. But it is now taking hold
in the other major provinces of Moravia and Slovakia as
wen."
Carefully and cleverly, without openly forbidding re
ligious practices, the Communistic government has under
mined the influence of the church throughout the land.
"The network of government informers is so widespread
that teachers and white collar workers who want to go to
Mass feel they must seek out churches where they will
not be recognized. Parents know that if their children
become marked as believers, they will be barred auto
matically from higher education." The church has become
expendable, since all registers of birth and death are now
in government hands, religious ceremonies prior to the
official marriage ceremony have been made illegal, and
funerals have become largely the province of the state.
In a town of 3,000 near Prague one priest reports that
only three religious funerals have been conducted during
the past three years.

EVERY DAY SHOULD BE REfORMAliON DAY

Two months have passed since we commemorated Oc
tober 31 as the beginning of the Reformation.
Now we are approaching the end of the year. Hope
fu lly we shall cross the threshold into 1964. But as we do
so, we do well to take stock of ourselves and the churches
to which we belong. Each day our lives are to be lived
in the presence of Cod, by the grace of God, and to the
glory of God. This demands that as individuals and con
gregations we are to test ourselves continually by the
standard which God himself has set for us. It means tak
ing stock of our sins and shortcomings, turning to God in
humble confession, trusting in the merits of our Savior
and leaning upon the person and work of the Holy Spirit.
Only then will our lives manifest something of the con
tinuous reformation which is well-pleasing to God.
But what is the key to such a reformatory life?
In The Church Herald, the Rev. Arie R. Brouwer
rightly discovers this in the Word of God. Under God
it "gave birth to'" and "sustained" and was "used to carry
forward the work of the Reformation." Nor has God
changed the means which he is pleased to bless and use
for the salvation of his own.
Well may we remember what the article emphasizes.
"The root of Reformation must always be laid in the good
soil of the Word of God, not in the thorns of increased
ecclesiastical machinery, the stony ground of emotional
thrills and devotional 'feelings,' or the beaten paths of
social relevance. There can be no shortcut. The one road
to Reformation is through the Word of God - reading it,
preaching it, believing it, and living it in the power of
God's Spirit .. As we seek to do that, the Reformation
will be renewed among us, and by God's grace we will be
able to do more than nostalgically reminisce about the
fruits of Reformation. We will harvest them."

Those who suppose that there can ever be cooperation
between Communism and evangelical Christianity do well
to take heed. If the Roman Catholic Church, ever adept
at making compromises and arranging concordats with
worldly powers, can find no area of real cooperation, much
less can those who believe in Jesus Christ as Savior and
Lord of all of life.
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"I AM THE FOURTH MINISTER . . ."
by LAMBERTUS MULDER

~~I

AM THE Fourth Doctor ... " was the title of an af
ticle which appeared in a leading national magazine
a few years ago. Sellers of certain drugs, said the writer,
hawk their products by means of dramatic television com
mercials which declare, ''Three out of four doctors rec
ommend .. . " Obviously the fourth doctor is way out of
line! The author identified himself with this minority
fi gure, and objected to the dishonesty of such advertising
methods.
Advertisers aren't the only ones which use the "three
out of four" technique, however! Preachers do, too, and
so we are told that the majority think this and that three

out of four do something else. At the risk of being labelled
as "isolationistic," "old-fashioned,'" or "narrow-minded," I
would like to say that there are a few points at which I'd
like to be known as "the fourth minister,"
OUR REFORMED SYMPHONY

The Christian Reformed Church is now living in the
second century of its existence, When we reached this
milestone a few years ago, we rededicated ourselves
to our distinctive and historical calling as a Christian
church, saying that we would continue in boldness to pro
claim the whole counsel of Cod to saints and sinners ev
erywhere. Our missionary efforts at home and abroad
are being intensified. Summer Workshop in Missions
( S. W. I. M.) has become a regular and expanding pro
gram of youth participation; the Back to Cod Hour reaches
from coast to coast and beyond; Minute Men for Missions
is gaining momentum. We have found a "new frontier,"
and we are experiencing a new awakening in missions in
terest.
The Jate Pope John XXIII was Tirru/s "Man of the Year,"
but this does not deter us as we seek to mainL'l.in a right
kind of isolation in the face of all kinds of councils:
Vatican, World, Christian, etc. We are pledged to work
for a Reformed theological seminary in Nigeria. We are
renewed in our zeal to stand together on the solid rock of
Cod's infallible Word. Ours is a union cemented by the
common conviction that our creeds truly confess that
Word. We celebrate the 400th anniversary of the Heidel
berg Catechism regardless of the fact that such creeds are
q uite unfamiliar to the hosts around us. In a world marked
by doctrinal compromise and instability we are going to
dare to stand alone, if need be.
Isn't that the symphony of the Christian Reformed
Church?
T
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Surely, we have this treasure in earthen vessels, and
we require forgiven ess every dayl But our desire is to
serve thc Lord from the heart. Our resolve is to know
nothing except Jesus Christ and him crucified. That is
the way in which I read the score of synodical decisions
on key-issues in recent years. At all costs, we are going
to stay with the historic, Reformed Christian faith!
DISCORD!

There are a few items which clash rather than blend
with this symphonic pattern.
What must we do if a Billy Graham type evangelistic
campaign comes to our city? Some one wrote in our church
papers recently that we ought to cooperate "just for once."
Another writer posed the question in connection with a
Leighton F ord crusade in a Canadian city. \Vhat to do?
Cooperate fully, said this adviser, for we simply cannot
afford to do anything else. The rather widely-circulated
Missianarr) Monthly chided the attitude of Classis Chicago
South of the Christian Reformed Church for its unreadi.
ness to go along with Graham's great Chicago effort. It
argued that the Spirit of God was manifestly present at
these meetings, and we ought not to be absent when the
Spirit is present.
Now here is my difficulty: Within the very bosom of
the church which has made so many solemn and official
pronouncements regarding its integrity as a confession
ally Reformed Church such statements go unchallenged!
I would like to think that this is because they are so excep
tional as to go unnoticed , but I'm rather of the opinion
that the effect of such articles is not minimal.
"I am the fourth minister ... " I believe that we cannot
say Yes to the Reformed Faith and to positions and persons
that are in opposition to it.
MINISTERIAL ASSOCIATIONS

Three out of four Christian Reformed ministers, I am
told, belong to the ministerial associations in their com
munities . If this is true, let me identify myself again as the
"fourth minister." Why? Because I believe that member
ship in such organizations must involve us in things which
can only distort our ecclesiastical symphony into a weird
and distasteful cacophony.
During 1962 one of our younger pastors resigned his
office due to lack of agreement with doctrines expressed
in our creeds. This was a sad moment in our history, giv
ing much pain to the congregation involved and to those
I:>!'
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called to adjudicate the matter. But, we might say, this
man did the right thing when he acknowledged his devia
tion from the creeds and gave up his office. Had he not
done so, he should have been disciplined and ultimately
deposed.
Yes, but are we entitled to such attitudes jf. on the
other hand, we promote fellowship and cooperation as min
isters and as churches on a broad ecumenical basis in
ministerial associations, Gospel crusades and inter-denom
inational prayer meetings? As an office-bearer the Church
requires of its elders, deacons and pastors (not to mention
professors of theology and even teachers in Calvin College)
that they teach and defend the doctrines of the Reformed

Faith without the slightest mental reservation. To that
end we reqillre official and repeated signing of the Form of
Subscription. And in our Church Order we pledge our
selves to abide by synodical decisions unless we can show
that they conflict with God's Word.
What kind of an example to the 80ck is the minister,
then, if the sheep see the strange spectacle of a kind of
"world council" of clergymen on the level of the local
ministerial association?
Again : I am the fourth minister. I think the church
ought to be a harmonious symphony of tribute to Cod and
his Christ. I don't hear that kind of music when everyone
may play his part according to a diHercnt score.

BIBLE LESSONS
ON THE BOOK OF

REVELATION

As in the Bible _ _ of the Io8t """"'" each /euon will oons/8t of two pa.....
Societies that meet weekly can devote a whole evening to ORB part; those
meet twke a month can study the two pa.rts of each lemm in one evening.

by WIWAM HENDRIKSEN
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THE SEVEN BOWLS
LESSON XVII - PART 1

'0

And I heard a grool voice out <!f the temple~ saying
the
seven angeu, Co ye, and pour out tlie seven bowu of the wrath
of God into the earth.
And the first went, and poured out his bowl into the earth;
llfIll it became a noisome and grievous sore u pon tile men that
had the mark of the beast, and that worshipped his image.
Anel the secand poured out his bowl Into the sea; and it
became blood 0$ of a dead man; and every living sOtiI died,
even the things that were in t he ilCa.
And the third poured out h/.$ howl into the r ioon and the
fountains of the tQ(llers; and it became blood.
And 1 heard the angel of the wa'en saying. Righteous art
thoo, who art and who wast, thou Holy One, 1J6C6US6 thou
d id..rt thus fudge:
for they poured out the blood of saints and prophets, and
blood hast tJlOU given them to drink: ,hey are worthy.
And 1 heard the altar salling, Yea: 0 Lord Cod, ,he A L
mighty, true and righteous are thll ;ud.grrwmu.
And the fourth poured out his bowl upen the $1m; aoo it
was given unto it to Irorch men with fire.
And men were· lCOf"Ched with great heal: and they
bklsphemed tile name of God who hath the power 0tIeT there
plagues; and they repented not to give him glory.
And the fifth poured out his bowl upon the throne of the
beast; and h£! ldngdom was dtlrkened; and they 8"rltlwed their
tOnf,'Ues for pain,
and tllef/ blasphemed the God of heaven because 01 tlmir
paim and their sores; and they repented not of their works.
And lite sixth poured out h is bowl upon the great river,
the river Euph rates; and the water ,hereof was dried up, awl

the way might be made ready for the kings dwl CQme from
the IUnrJ.ring.
And I $l'JW coming out of the mouth of the dragOfl, and oul
of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false
Vt"01,hct, three unclean spirits, as it were frogs;
for they are spirits of demons, working signs; which go forth
unto the kings of the whale world, to gather them together
unto the war of tM great daV of God. the AlmiglJtv.
(Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed Is he t1ui"t watcheth,
and keepelh his garmenu, lest he walk naked, and they see his
Ilhame.)
And they gathered them together inlo the place which iI
called. in Hebrew Har-Mogetkm.
And the seoenth poured out his bowl u pon the air; and
th ere came fortI! a great vcrice out of the temple, from tile
tllrone, saying, It is clone;
(lnd there were lighhlfngs, and ooIces, and thunders; and
there was a great fUlrthquake, StICh as Wt'IS not since there
were men upon the fUlrth, 10 great an fUlrth quake, .ro mighty.
And tile grfUlt city was dioided into three parts, and Ihe
cities of the nations feU: and Babykm the great was remem
bered in the .right of Cod. to give unlo her l he cup of the wine
o f the fierceness 0( hla wrath.
And every island fled away, and the mountains were not
jourld.
And great hail, every none about the weight of a talent
cometh down out of 'wmven upon men: and men blasphemed
God because of the plague of the hail; for the plague thereof
Is exceeding great.
Rev. 16
Read More Than Conquerors, pp. 193-198
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I consider the following points to be the keys to the in
terpretation of this chapter:
1. Just as the lampstands with their shining lamps gave
rise to the seals, and the seals to the trumpets, so the
trumpets, in turn, when unheeded, produce the bowls.
2. By means of these bowls the Lord pours out His
wrath upon the impenitent in every department of the
universe: the land ( first bowl), sea (second bowl ), rivers
and fountains (third bowl ), etc. Thus, this series of woes
runs parallel with that of the trumpets (see chapters 8
and 9).
3. That it is, indeed, upon the impenitent that these
bowls are p oured out is clear from 16:11; 16:21; d. 9:20,
21; 15:8.
4. That the wrath here poured out is final wrath ap
pears from the fact that whi le in connection with the second
trllmpet only one-third of the living creatures in the sea
died, the destruction by the second bowl is complete, and
so also for the other bowls. Besides, trumpets warn, bowls
are poured out, and that, too, indicates finality.
5. The various pictures h ere presented under each bowl
are representative in character. Each picture represents
not a single event occurring at a certain definite place in a
certain definite year, but an entire series of events taking
place in that deparbnent of the universe (whether land ,
sea, rivers and fountains, the sky, etc.) at any time in
history; particularly, at any moment of the present dis
pensation. Hence, all one needs to do is simply see the
picture for himself exactly as drawn in Holy Writ, and then
interpret it in its representative character.
6. The series again ends with the second coming of
Christ and the judgment day, when every island will flee

away and the mountains will not be found ( verse 20) .
The question might b e asked, "But is not God love?"
If so, h ow can h e pour forth fi1U1l wrath upon anybody?
We fail to understand, perhaps, that the very greatness and
finality of this wrath is the best possible proof of the
greatness of his love. It is exactly because men spurn a
love that is so very, very strong and genuine, tender and
kind, that such punishment must be visited upon them.
As to that love let it be remembered that, once established
in the heart, "many waters cannot quench it, neither can
Boods drown it. If a man would give all the sub stance of
his house for love, it would be scornfully refused." Ac
cordingly, when the horrible character of these final plagues
dawns upon us we should not hlame God but man him
self, man who has been tenderly, sincerely, and repeatedly
warned but has refused to take these warnings to heart.
Questions

1. Are bowls of final wrath poured out on those who never
heard the gospel?
2. What, if any, is the connection between Revelation,
chapter 16, on the one hand, and Provo 29:1; also Renn.
2:5, on the other?
3. Does verse 17 refer to some kind of nuclear disaster?
4. Prove from one of these bowls that they are aimed at
those who have persecuted Gorls children.
5. What is meant by "the throne O'f the beast" (verse 10 )P
6. Is there any Significance in the fact that the haiLstones
of verse 21 come down from heaven?
7. What is meant by the battle of Har-Magedon (verses
12-16)?

THE FALL OF THE DRAGON'S ALLIES
LESSON XVII - PART 2

And there came one of the seven angels that had the seven
bowls, and spake with me, saying, Come hither, I will show
thee the fudgment of the great harlot that sitteth upon many
waters;
with whom the kings of the earth committed fvrnication,
and they that dwell in t he earth were made drunken with the
wine of her fomicatWn.
And he carried me away in the Spirit into a wilderness:
and I saw a woman sitting upon a scarlet-colored beast, fuU
of names of blasphemy, Juwing sewn heads and ten Iwm.s.
And the woman was arrayed jn purple and scarlet, and
decked with gold and precious stone and pearls, having in
her hand a golden cup full of abominations, even the ullciea'!
things of her fomJcation, _
and upon heT ffJTehead a name wriUen, MYSTERY, BABY 
LON THE CREAT, THE MOTHER OF THE HARLOTS
AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH .
And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the
saints, and with the blood of the mart[/1'S of Jesus. And when
I saw her, I wondered with a great wonder.
Rev. 17:1-6

Read More Than Conquerors, pp. 199-203
THE SCARLET WOMAN, BABYLON, SHOWN
A.

SHE IS INTRODUCED, verses 1-3

Have you ever heard the remark, "Satan is the ape of
God"? 'What is meant by it is this: in ever so many ways
TORCH and TRUMPET, December " 1963

the devil tries to imitate God. And that is true. Is God a
Trinity? Satan, too, established a collective trinity, the trin
ity of evil, namely, "the beast out of the sea" to destroy
your body, "the beast out of the earth," to poison your
mind, and "the harlot, Babylon," to seduce your heart.
Did God hecome incarnate in Christ? Satan tries to b ecome
incarnate also, namely, in his many antichrists, but especially
in the final , personal Antichrist. Did Christ create a family
and a brotherhood? Satan, too, has a family of which he is
t he father. Yes, he, too, has produced a brotherhood . Does
Christ offer pleasures? Satan, too, offers his attractions.
Is there a Radiant Woman (Rev. 12:1 ) associated with
Christ? Well, there is a dazzling woman associated with
Satan ( Rev. 17:4). And so also, Cod h as his city, namely,
"the new Jerusalem." Hence, the dragon must have his
city, that is, "the great Babylon."
You will have noticed, of course, that all of these at
tempts on the part of Satan to ape God are failures. His
trinity is no real Trinity. His incarnation is not a genuine
incarnation. His brotherhood lacks the hallmark of self-im
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molating love. His attractions yield no lasting satisfaction.
His dazzling woman is nothing but a harlot, or if you prefer,
a whore. His city, though great, is never new.
Besides, whereas Jerusalem the Golden will last for
ever, Babylon the Great is bound for destruction: "And
there came one of the seven angels that had the seven
bowls (an angel that knew an about final wrath, therefore),
and spake with me, saying, Come hither, I will show thee
the judgment (the carrying out of the sentence of con
demnation, the doom) of the great harlot that sitteth upon
many waters." Verse 2 shows us that, being a flirt, this
wicked woman intoxicates the world with her charms. And
this harlot, as verse 3 indicates, is always sitting on the
beast with the seven heads and ten horns, that is, the
beast out of the sea. The attempt to destroy the Church
physically and to seduce it spiritually ever go hand in
hand.
We have already witnessed the fall of the men who
had the mark of the beast (chapters 15 and 16). The
present section (chapters 17-19) shows us first the fall
of the harlot Babylon, then the doom of the beasts. The
doom of Satan himself will foHow in chapter 20. How
wonderfully well-organized is the book of Revelation!

D.

HER NAME, verse 5

The name of this woman is MYSTERY, BABYLON THE
GREAT, THE MOTHER OF THE HARLOTS AND THE
ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. Note the compre
hensive character of the name. That should guard us
against identifying this woman with anyone particular
city. To be surc, she is embodied now in this, then in that
city. She is not just an abstraction. She is a concrete
reality. But she is "the mother of the harlots and abomina
tions of the earth." A mother has children, sometimes many
children. That is true, too, with respect to this harlot.
She reminds us of pleasure-mad, arrogant, presumptuous
Babylon of old, of Tyre, of Rome, of New York, London,
Paris at their worst. She is all these rolled into one, as
it were. She is that entire wicked world, egocentric, rich,
proud, seductive, the world of sinful pleasures and treas
ures. And the implied warning is surely that of II Cor.
6,11.18.
E.

HER MURDEROUS CHARACTER, verse 6

Superficially speaking the world does not appear to be
murderous at all. In fact, she seems to be very "nice and
friendly." She even invites you to walk with her:
''Nay, walk with me but a little space,"
B. HER RAIMENT, verse 4a
Said the world with kindly au;
This woman, as John sees her in the vision, is not really
''The road I walk is a pleasant road,
"pretty" or "'charming." No, she is adorned extravagantly.
And the sun shines always there.
She is topheavy with showy gadgets. She is not only "ar
Your path is thorny and rough and rude,
rayed in purple and scarlet," but also "gilded with gold,"
But mine is broad and plain;
and covered with precious stones and pearls. John, no
My road is paved with Bowers and gems,
doubt, had seen such female exhibitionists in the Roman
But yours with tears and pain."
world of his own day. In fact, though the gaudy harlot is,
M. C. Edwards
to be sure, a symbol of the world as center of seductive
c1wrms and riches in any day and age, yet the Holy Spirit
If one foUows this advice, he is headed for disillusion
through the apostle John finds a ready illustration in the
If one resists the advice, he may have to seal his
ment.
literal city on the seven hills, to which without any doubt
with his blood. That is very clear from verse 6.
testimony
at all he is pointing his accusing fin ger (see Rev. 17:9).
Someone living in this very first century A. D. wrote But a crown awaits him.
this concerning the wife of a Roman emperor, "I have seen
LaBia Paulina covered with emeralds and pearls gleaming
Questions
all over her head, hair, ears, neck, and fin gers, to the
value of over a million dollars."
L Verse 1: where in this chapter is an explanation given
Let Christians be warned. Let especially our girls and
of these "many waters"?
women take to heart the admonitions contained and im
plied in such passages as Is. 3:16-26; I Tim. 2:9; I Peter 3: 2. Verse 4: Is it wrong, then, for a lady to wear real pearlsP
3,4. Please look them up!
3. V erse 5: Why is Babylon called MYSTERY?
C.

HER GOLDEN CUP, verse 4b

This woman is "holding in her hand a golden cup."
But this alluring cup holds nothing but "abominations, the
unclean things of her fornication." The urges, thoughts,
imaginations, jokes, pleasures, ambitions, alliances, etc.,
that are in that "cup" are all of a definitely sinful nature.
To be sure, they look so enticing, so absolutely fascinating.
But they are deceptive, and will never impart to the soul
the peace of God that passes understanding.

4. Are there any passages in I John 2:1-17 of which the
harlot, Bab ylon., reminds you?
5. Why does the book of Revelation devote such a large
section to Babylon. and its taU?
6. Which of the three coUective allies of Satan (first
beast, second beast, harlot) do you consider the greatest
enemy of the Christian faith today?
7. What should we do to crush the harlot, Babylon?
PFT

THE FALL OF THE DRAGON'S ALLIES
LESSON XVIII - PART 1
And the angel said unto me, Where/ore didrt thou wonder?

woman is seen riding upon the first beast, not on the
second. But those who thus argue for get that the very close
co-operation between first and second beast has already
been stressed ( Rev. 13:12,14). Clearly implied, therefore,
is the thought that aU three are constantly co-operating
un to the destruction of the Church. Constantly? Well, until
Rev. 17: 16 is fulfilled!
Now the angel explains to John that this beast on which
the woman rides (the beast being the world as center of
persecuting power) "was and is not and (yet) shall be
present." Under every form and in every embodiment that
beast goes into perdition. But under every embodiment
(except the very last, of course) it rises again. Hardly has
one head been crushed when another rises. And this
happens seven - yes, even eight - times in succession.
There is truth, therefore, in the remark, heard so often,
"History repeats itseU." There is a kind of cyclical move
ment of history. Oswald Spengler (1880-1936), a German
school-teacher and subsequently philosopher, in his major
work The Decline of the West maintains that every cul
ture passes through a life cycle from youth through maturity
and old age to death. Then another similar cycle rises
again . He believed, for example, that the West was about
to die, and that Chinese culture would replace it. Now
though it is true that such a philosophical theory may be
Read More Than Conquerors, pp. 203-207
somewhat artificial, marshaling an array of facts that would
seem to prove the theory but omitting others that would
seem to disprove it, it must be admitted, nevertheless,
HER MYSTERY INTERPRETED
that, according to OUI passage here in the book of Revela
A. THE ANGEL PROMISES TO EXPLAIN THE MYSTERY,
tion, it is not altogether void of truth. And it must needs
verse 7
be, though, to be sure, not exactly in the sense meant by
When John in his vision saw this huge, horrible, abom Spengler. Let it be borne in mind that apart from regen
inable flirt of a woman, he did not know what to make of erating grace man's heart - and this would apply, too, of
her. Yet, he wanted to know. The angel (one of the seven course to the heart of nations - remains the same or grows
angels that had the seven bowl ~) promised to do even even worse. As long as men continue to live apart from
better than he could have expected. He told the apostle God they will wish to dethrone Cod and his Christ and
that not only would he clear up the mystery of the woman to enthrone themselves. Result: dismal defeat for them
herself but also that of the beast on which she was riding. selves. But the next generation has not learned the lesson
and tries the same thing all over again . And it, too, goes
down
into defeat. And so "the five are fallen, the one is,
B. HE CLEARS UP THE MYSTERY OF THE BEAST UPON
the
other
is not yet come," etc. Ancient Babylonia, Assyria,
WHICH THE WOMAN RIDES, verses 8-14
New Babylonia, Medo-Persia, Greco-Macedonia - all had
Bear in mind that it was a beast upon which the woman tried to defy the Almighty. All had fallen and "gone into
was riding. Hence, it would be wrong, with some, to say, perdition." Yet, even now there was the sixth, Rome, with
"Inasmuch as this woman was riding upon an object its proud capital, the city on the seven hills, reigning over
having seven heads and ten horns (see verses 3,9, and 12) the kings of the earth . It, too, would fail. And so would
and both the dragon (see Rev. 12:3) and the beast out of the seventh: the sum-total of earthly powers that foU owed
the sea (see Rev. 13:1 ) are thus equipped, the woman may Rome ( think of God-defying H itler as one of its manifesta
have becn riding on the dragon." No, she is not riding on tions); and so, at last, will the eighth, the kingdom of the
fhe dragon but definitely on the beast.
personal Antichrist. This is true, in spite of all the help
Another matter to be borne in mind is this: it is some they receive from the "ten" horn-kings: the mighty ones
times argued that there must have been closer co-operation in every realm - art, education, commerce, industry, etc.
between the woman and the first beast (the one that had Each of these "kings" reigns for only one hour. Theil'
rome out of the sea) than bctween either of these and stars quickly wane. What a comfort to know that though
the second beast (the one out of the earth), since the all these forces in every age "war against the Lamb," yet
I will tell thee the mysleTy of the womon, and of the beast

that oameth her, which hath a,e seven heads and the ten horn.s.
The beast that thou sawest was, and is flOt; and is about to
come up out of the abyss, lind to go into perdition. And they
that dwell on the earth shall wonder, they whose name hath
not been written in the book of life from the fourukUon of the
world, when they behold the beast, how that he was, and is
not, and sll{111 come.
Here is the mind that hath wisdom. The seven heads are
seven mountains, on which the woman mteth:
and they are seven kings; the {iw are fallen, the one is,
the other is not yet come; and when he cometh, he must con
tinue a little while.
And the beast that was, and is not, is himself also an eighth,
and is of the seven; and he goeth into perdition.
And the ten horns that thou sawen are ten kings, who
have received no kingMm as yet; but they receive authority
as kings, with the beast, for one hour.
These have one mind, and they give their power and
authority unto the beast.
These sholl war against the Lamb and the Lamb shall
overcome them, for he is Lm-d of lords, and King at kings;
and they also shall avercome that are with him, cal1ed and
chosen and faithful.
And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, where
the harlot sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and nations,
and tongues.
And the ten hQm8 which thou. sawest, and the beast, these
shall hate the harlot, and shall make her de$Owte and naked,
and shall eat her flesh, and shall bum her utterly with {ire.
For God did put in their hearts to M his mind and to
come to one mind, and to give their kingdom unto the beast,
until the W01'ds af God should be accomplished.
And the woman whom thou. sawest is the great city.
Rev. 17:7 -18
which reigneth over the kings of the earth.
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"the Lamb shall overcome them, for he is Lord of lords,
and King of kings; and they also shall overcome that are
with him, called and chosen and faithful" (verse 14).

C.

HE EXPLAINS THE MYSTERY OF THE HARLOT HERSELF,

verses 15-18

Questions

1. Verse 6, "1 wondered with great wonder." Cf. verse 8,

2.

3.

It is not hard to understand that if the beast on which
the woman rides arises from the sea, then it can be said
that, symbolically speaking, the beast-riding harlot "sits on
the waters." By means of her wiles she rules over and
seduces the "turbulent sea of the nations." However, this
harmonious relationship between beast and harlot does
not last (verse 16). Everything, moreover, was included in
God's eternal plan (see verse 17 ), which b y no means
cancels the responsibility of the agents. It is, nevertheless,
a great comfort to know that no enemy of the Church can
go any further than God 's plan and providence permit.
With special reference to the Rome of h is own day, the
very center of seduction, but with secondary reference to
the ever-recurring rise of antichristian wiles directed against
the Church, wiles concentrated in the great world-empires
and their capitals, this section concludes with the words,
"And the woman whom thou sawest is the great city, which
reigneth over the kings of the earth."

4.

5.

6.

7.

"And they that dweU on the earth shall wonder." Is this
the same acUvity in both cases?
Is inquisitiveness or, if you prefer, intellectual curiosity,
a virtue to be encauraged or a vice 'to be C1'adicated?
Explain verse 16. See More Than Conquerors, pp.
206,207.
Can a person who has not been included in "the book
of life from the foundation of the world" still get his
name into that book? If so, then is not Goas etel'nal
decree of election ineffective? If not, then is not the
well-meant offer of salvation an untruth?
In connection with verse 11 (and is of the seven")
there are especially two prominent interpretations.
Which, if either, of the foUowing two do you prefer?
a. This indicates the resurrection to wol'ld-prominence
of a former world-empire - perhaps Rome.
b. Th is sfmply means that the final kingdom of the
personal Antichrist will embody the spirit and power
of the preceding kingdoms.
Which verse in the section (verses 7-18) would you re
gard as being the key-verse of the entire book of Revela
tion?
Is it justifiable to wish to be on the winning side?

THE FAll OF THE DRAGON'S AlliES
LESSON XVIII - PART 2
After these things I saw another angel coming cWwn out of
heaven, having great authority; and the earth wu.s lightened
with his glory.
And he cried with a mighty voice, saying, Fallen, fallen
is Babylon the great, and is become a habitation of demons,
and a hold at every ttnclean spirit, and a hold of eoory un
clean and hateful bird.
For by the wine of the wrath of her fQ1'lUcation all the
nations are fallen; and the king, of the earth commUtedJ"""
cation with her, and the mercha~ of the earth waxe rich
hy the power of her Wllntonne.\"s.
And 1 heard another voice from heaven, 3qVing, Come tOTth,
my pelJ1)w, out of her, that ye have no fellowship with Iwr
.nns, and that ye receive not of her plagues;
fOf' her sins have reached even unto heaven, and God hath
Terrwmbered lief" iniquitic.\".
Render unto her eoon u.s she rendered, /Uui double IInto
her the double according to her worh; in the cup which she
mingled, mingle unto her double.
How much soever she glorified herself, and waxed wan/on,
so f1Wch give her of torment and mourning: for she saith in
her heart, I sit a queen, and am no widow, and shall in no wise
see mourning.
Therefore in one day shall her ~la$U€s come, death, and
mQtH"fling, and famine; and she shall be utterly bllmed with
fire; for strong is the Lord God who judged her.
And the kings of the earth, who commiUed fornicatWn
and /iced wantonly with lief", shall weep and wail over her,
when they look IIpon the smoke of her burning,
standing afar off for the fear of her torment, saying, Woe,
woe, the great dty, Bahylon, the strong city! for in one !lour
is thy judgment come.
And the merchants of the earth weep and mourn OVCf' her,
for no man buyeth their merchandise any more;
merchandise at gold, and silVCf', and preciOtJ$ $lone, and
pearls, and fine linen, and purple, and silk, and scarlet; and
all thyine wood, and eVCf'y vessel at ivory, and evef'IJ vessel
made of mo.rt precious wood, and of br=, and iron, and
marble;
and cinnamon, and spicel and incense, and ointment, and
frankincenre, and wine, and oil, and fine flour, and wheat,

ami callIe, and sheep; and merchandise of horses and charW1s
and slaves; and souls of men.
And the fruits wh£ch thy soul IttSted after Me gone from
thee, and aU things that were dainty and sumptuous are
perished from thee, and men shall find them no f1'IQ1"e at aU.
The merchants of there things, who were made rich by
her: shall ~and afar off for the fear of her torment, weeping
and motIrntng;
savin}!, Woe, woe, the great city, she that wu.s arrayed
In fine linen and purple and scm-let, and decked wilh gold
and prccwus stone and pearU
for in one hour so great riche.\" is made desolate. And ev
ery shipmaster, and every one that saileth arn) whither, and
mariners, O1ld tIS many as gain their living by sea, stood afar off,
and cried out u.s they looked upon the $TIloke of her burn
ing, soying, What city is like the great city?
And they cast dust on their heads, and cried weepin'{j and
moumiflg, saying, Woc, woe, the great cit y, w'lu;ein a that
had their ships in the sea wcre made rich by reason of her
costliness! for in one hour is she made desolate.
Re;oice oeer her, thou heaven, and ye saints, and ye
apostles, and ye prophets; far God hath judged your judgment
on her.
And a stron g angel took up a stone as it were a great
millstone and cast it into the sea, saying, Thus with a mighty
fall shall Babylon, the great city, be cast down, and shall be
found no more at au'
And the voice of harpers and minstrels and flllte-pkwers
a:nd trumpeter.\" shull be heard no more at all in thee; am! no
craftsman, of whatsoever Cf'ajt, shaU be found any morc at all
in thee; and the voice of a mill shall be heard no more at
aU in thee;
and the light of a lamp shall shine no more at all in thee;
and the voice of the bridegroom and of t he bride shaU be
heard no mOf'e at all in thee; far thy merchants were the
princes of the earth; for with thy sorcery were aU the nations
deceived.
And in her was found the blood of prophets and of saints,
and of all that have been slain upon the earth.
Rev. 18
Read MOre Than Conquerors~ pp. 207-213

BABYlON'S FALL -INEVITABLE, COMPLETE, IRREVOCABLE

A lengthy portion for one lesson! I agree. It is, however,
a U one very vivid sccne. Hence, in order to d erive the full
benefit from it one should try to see it as a unit. It is not
a chronological account as, for example, Rev. 20.
For the purpose of ease of memorization and proper or
ganization this one unforgettable action-drama may be
viewed under the following heads, in which the prominent
word in the first begins with the letter A , in the second
with the letter B, in the third wi th the letter C and in the
fourth with the letter D. Remember, therefore, iliese verbs:
Announces, B eseeches, C Ties, Dramatizes.

That word fellowship ( in the clause, "that ye have no
fellowship with her sins" ) is very instructive. In my Com
mentary on Philippians I devote several pages to this con
cept (in connection with Phil. 1:5). The Lord wants us
to have fellowship, indeed. But this fellowship should be
with God and with his people. Those who live in fellow
ship with the wicked world, giving heed to its allurements
and enticements, will perish with the world. In More Than
Conquerors I have pOinted out that God's earnest admoni
tion that his people leave Babylon is found on the pages
of both Old and New Testament, and 1 have also shown
what this implies.

A.

C.

A MIGHTY ANGEL LOUDLY A NNOUNCES BABYLON'S
FALL, verses 1-3

Now just what does Babylon's fall indicate? In order
to answcr that question it must be borne in mind that in
the Bible one predicted event is frequently the type of
another, which, accordingly, in the same prophecy is by
implication also being predicted. Thus, for example, the
gospel-age, heralded so beautifully in Isaiah 11, is a type of
conditions in the new heaven and earth. Thus also the re
turn from Babylonian exile is a type of deliverance from
the house of bondage unto sin. And thus the destruction
of Jerusalem predicted by our Lord in Matthew 24 is
clearly a p rophecy of the end of the world (see Matt. 24:
29) .
. So also the fall of Babylon - that is, the fall at any
time of the world-empire as center of seduction, whether
that empire be Old Babylonia, Assyria, New Bab ylonia,
Medo-Persia, Greco-Macedonia. Rome, etc. - is, in tum,
a prediction of the fina l collapse of the entire wicked
world, with all its seductive pleasures and treasures, at the
moment of Christ's glorious return. Hence, when anyone
asks, "'Does chapter 18 have in mind the faU of ancient
Babylon?" the answer is, ''Yes, that is certainly in the back
ground." If the q uestion be, "Does the chapter refer to the
fall of Rome, that is, as center not now of persecution but
of seduction," the answer is, ''Yes.'' And if a person wants
to know whether the final downfall of every center of
enticement at the great consummation of all things in the
day of days is here portrayed he should be told that that
is exactly the meaning.
Notice then this mighty angel who illumines the entire
earth with his brilliance. Hear him as he shouts as loud ly
as even he is able to shout, "Fallen, fallen is Babylon the
great," and indicates its utter desolation and the reason for
its fall.

KINGS, MERCHANTS, AND NAVIGATORS DOLEFULLY
C RY, BEWAILING BABYLON'S FALL, verses 9-20

The "kings" - influential men in any realm - lament be
cause they have yielded to Dabylon's allurements.
The "merchants" mourn loud ly because all that used
to delight their hearts is suddenly destroyed, and ""no one
buys their mcrchandise any more." That merchandise is
then described in great and vivid detail. Read verses 11-17a,
and see for this and also for the wail of the navigators
the d etailed interpretation in More Than Conquerors. The
emphasis falls on the completeness of Babylon's fall , its
utter desolation. Here it is well for us to stop and meditate
a moment. Let each person ask himself this question,
"If the world and its riches and pleasures is the real treasure
of my heart, then what will it be for me if by and by
a ll this is suddenly destroyed, and I have nothing at all,
nothing but eternal despair?" Let it be remembered that
the p urpose of these Lessons or Outlines is not merely to
fill the mind with ideas but also and even chiefly to im
press the heart and life so that God may be glorified. I
know of no better commentary on the main lesson of Rev.
18:9-20 than the parable of The Rich Fool ( Luke 12: 13-21 ).
Note especially its closing words, "So is he that layeth up
treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God."
D. A STRONG ANGEL 0 RAMATIZES BABYLON'S FALL,

verses 2 1-24
The angel by hurling this great millstone into the sea,
burying it in the ocean-Roor so deeply that it can never
be retrieved, stresses the irrevocable character of this fa ll.
This is followed immediately by the sixfold "No more at all"
and the re-emphasis upon Babylon's great guilt as the cause
of it all.
Questions

1. In connection with verse 6, is double retribution just?
2.
Of w hat other Scriptural passage (it is in the Old Tes
B. ANOTHER VOICE FROM HEA VEN EARNESTLY
does ..z sit as queen" remind you?
tament)
B ESEECHES GOD'S PEOPLE TO DEPART FROM BABYLON ,
3. Is the slllve-trade condemned in this chapter?
verses 4-8
4. Do the kings, merchants, and navigators pity Babylon or
Says the voice, "Come for th, my people, out of her, that
themselves?
ye have no fellowship with her sins," etc. The remainder of 5. Explain verse 20.
the brief paragrap h shows us that Bab ylon receives just 6. Is it all right fo r our children to specialize in "the
retribution for her terrible sins, especially the sin of self
Dramatic Arts"? This in connection with verse 21.
glorification.
7. W hat are the main practiCfJl lessons of this chapter?
fu...
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Give TORCH and TRUMPET
(see ad on page 18)

TORCH AND TRUMPET ONLY 

o

1 year - $3.00

0

2 years $5.00

TORCH AND TRUMPET PLUS BOOK 

Belgic Confession by Dr. P. Y. De Jong (2 vol.)
1 yr. subscriptio n plus 1 vol.
2 yr. subscri ption plus 1 vol.
2 yr. subscription plus 2 vol.
The Art of Christian living by Rev. Ra lph Heynen
1 yr. subscription plus book
2 yr. subscription plus book
The Way of Salvation by Rev. Gordon H. Girod
1 yr. subscription plus book
2 yr. subscription plus book

o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Send to:
Name
Street or R. R.
City and State .

Zip No.

Name and Address of Sender;
A gift card with your name will be sent before December 25.
Send check and order to:
REFORMED FELLOWSHIP

Breton Village
GRAND RAP IDS, M ICH IGAN 49506

thirty-one

IHOlMED fEUOWSHII' INC.
e.r..,on ViII~.
GV.,.. .' J lAP IOS, MICH. "9506
tf't......... q .....I.d.

SECOND CLASS
POSTAGE PAID AT
GRAND RAPIDS, MICH .

.... ''''

.... ''''
fi.-dt. Willi,m - ''The BfIIlltude. of JUVI".
Willi.m HendrikMn
~,
[HYid-"Tillich"...

..... ,

3\

....................... 3

2J

Rov." J. R~

G'..r-od, Gordon - ' Wo,dl I nd WOI"Ide'1 of the Crou"
Ch,i. tiln HvlaHn
Goali ngl, C. J. - " Het Tweede lloek S.mvel" ..............................
John H. 5tfl
(inen, J. P. - "Child.en', Verlion of the Holy lIibl."
......
E. II. p• •lcHor
GtHn, J . P. - "Modem King Jllftfl Verlion of the Holy 8ible" ....
H. J. Kvi pe,
Heil broner, Robert L - "The Worldly Phl1owphe,. - the Liy..,
nme••nd Idee. of the Gr•• t Economic Thln ke,.". .
...
Peter De Jong
Hend.ikun, Wm. - " N. T. Commentlry - Philippi. n."....
....
N. J. Menlme
Hughel, Philip IS. - "Comment.ry on Second Corin thi.n."
Willil m Hend,ik..n
Huilien, Albe.t - "The Home ff"ont of Jewi . h Mi..lon,"
....
Willilm Kok
Kelly, 811m., H. - " The Ley.......n' . 8ible Comment.ry" ...............
John H. St_
Fred A. - ''The SigniflClnce
Rov'lI J. RVlhdoony
N. J. - ''Thll I Confen"
Ch,illl.n Hvi_n
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Just Publi shed!
Only $2.50

SCIENCE, GOD, AND YOU
A VITAL, NEW BOOK

- especially for young peoplel
by
DR. EN NO WOLTHUIS
'ROFESSOR OF CHEMISTRY, CA LVIN COLLEGE

"This book sets forth our view of the way in which one can profess the
Christian fai th and at the same time welcome and promote scientific prog
ress. It is w ritten particularly for the youth, for those who are thoughtful
enough to seek answers to some of t he basic questions of life." - The
Author. Your Bookstore will be glad to serve you with this new pub
lication!
AVAILABLE A T ALL BOOKSTORES

A BAKER BOOK HOUSE PUBLICATION

t hirltJ-t {
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Polmln, A. O. R. - ''The Word of God Aecording to
St. Augu.tine"
..................... .
N. J. Monl.......
Powell, J. 8. - ' 'Pl pal Infel1,bility"
................
Christiln Hui....n
R.mm, !lern.,d - ''V. ,ietin of Ch, i.ti, n Apolog.tia"
Rov.n J . RVlhdoony
Roel., EdwIn D. -"God', Mi..ion"......
........
R.8. Kvipe,
Rvni" K. - "Ketl Berth's Dod,in.. of Holy Saipture'"'........
Gordon Spykmln
Rvnner, Re id Ind Zu ideme - "Ch',lIien P....pectiye. - 1961"..
A. C. De Jong
Spittlet, RVllell - "Cvll' Ind t,ms"......
Chriltiln Hul..en
Te.k~, R. V. G. - " The Go.pel According to 51. Matthew"
w;mlm Hlndrikoen
ThomplOfl, J. A. - ''The Bibl e Ind Ivchleo logy"..
John H. Stek
Unger, Me"iII F. - "A rcheeolog y Ind the New Te.t,ment"..
Williem Hend'lkoen
Vln Ttl, C. - "Ch, jl!i.nity Ind 8Irthl . n'.m"..
.................
E. H. Ooltendor p
Zorn, Rlymond O. - "Chvrch and Kingdom" ..
...................
Leonerd GreenwlY
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