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THIS ISSUE
The only new contributor to this issue is Rev. Samuel

E. Boyle, who wrote this month's artic1e on the ecumenical
movement. Mr. Boyle is a minister of the Reformed Pres
PLEASE NOTIFY US OF CHANGE OF ADDRESS
byterian Church, Synod of North America, the same de
nomination of which Prof. Johannes C. Vos is a member.
'We musl pay 10 ce nls for every copy of TORCH AND
He graduated from the Refonned Presbyterian Seminary
in Pittsburgh in 1932, was a missionary in China from 1934
TRUMPET which is returned to us for correct address. Please
to 1941 and returned to China in 1947. He left in 1949
before Communism took over and at that time started the let us know in advance if your address is about to be
Refonnation TrausUJticn Fellowship with which he is still
connected. This is a new, useful organization which pro changed.
L. KLOET
vides translations of standard Calvinistic books into Chinese.
From 1950 till the present time Mr. Boyle has been doing
evangelistic work in Kobe, Japan. He is in this country at
the present time but expects to return before Christmas.

"The only theology tlwt the Bible kn<>wI .. the Refonned faith." - DR. JAMFS I . PACDR

And that he doesl
That is the significance of the repetition of the number
fourteen and of the name David. The great but dead
David - in fulGUed, incorruptible glory - is (re )created,
as it were, in the virgin and re-bom in Bethlehem's manger.
Still more; this amazing act of divine and sovereign power
takes place not in spite of David's disappearance in Babylon,
but most properly through and by means of D avid's disas·
trous failure.
"David" - messianic symbol of everything that is glory
by JOHN H. PIERSMA
for 15rael - comes to view on that first Christmas. No won·
der the Magi felt compelled to bring their gifts of gold and
So all the generations from Abraham untQ David are four. frankincense and myrrh! No wonder the angels had to
teen generations; and from David unto the carrying away to sing! And no wonder that King Herod had to take quick
Babylon fourteen generations; and from the carrying away steps to stifle the possibility of opposition from this new
to Babylon unto the Christ fourteen generations.
David!
MATTHEW 1:17 (ARV )
H erod's opposition may seem to indicate political astute
ness, but is actually very stupid, says Matthew. For who
" A LL ROADS LEAD TO ROME" ... everybody knew will fight against the God who arranges the generations in
fl. that in Matthew's day. Everybody, except Mat his own patterns of prophetic significance? Who will thwart
thew! Well, after all, he is a stubborn, proud, tradition·
the Creator of Genesis 1:1? Who will prevent him whose
loving Jew, and so you can expect him to say: "All roads
Wortl framed the worlds from keeping his word to Abra
lead to Jerusalem." But Matthew the Jew doesn't say that!
ham, the word fulfilled ill David, apparently nullified by
Embarrassing as it is, he claims that "All roads lead to
Babylon but actually kept and nurtured over the centuries
Bethlehem" - the city of the David long dead.
by the Cod who cannot lie, until "the fulness of the time"
Even more embarrassing for many of today's "Bible
should come (Gal. 4: 4),
believers" is the manner in which Matthew makes his "ab
•••••
surd" claim. For he can't count well, and so he finds tliat
"All roads lead to Bethleheml"
fourteen is the number of the generations from Abraham
The outcome for Abraham was David. The outcome for
to David, from David to Babylon, from Babylon to Christ.
How can we make credible our claim of an infallible and David was the terrible captivity in Babylon (which brings
inerrant Bible when such apparently contradictory, inaccur us right back to Abraham's beginnings at Babel, Gen. 11 ).
But the outcome of Babylon is David re-created, the
ate statements appear in it?
•••••
Restorer, the invincible King of kings!
In Matthew's day this Gospel was comfort to them who
Right you are; scientifically precise analysis of the
Biblical dntn will reveal that fourteen is not the number lived under the arbitrary rule of Caesar Augustus, Rome's
of the generations in anyone of the three epochs here '1ord and god,'" who repeats David's sin of counting the
sketched by the inspired writer. But truth has more than people, only on a wocld-wide sca1el Who will be able to
one set of rules for accuracy, and hcre Matthew employs stand when the beast speaks his great things and blasphe
those which are governed by prophecy, not by mathematics. mies ( Rev. 13 )?
In our day Christmas requires its celebration in the face
That is what he said from the very outset when he
announced the theme for the "sermon" which is the Gospel of blasphemers in Havana and Moscow, men who say that
acolCding to Matthew. My subject, he said, is this: ''The history's pattern inevitably means the rise and the victory of
Genesis of Jesus Christ." Realizing that both Old and New their cause. "Your children will live under Communism . .....
They \vill notl
Testaments must begin with a genesis ( the story of the
wonderful origin of Adam the First and Adam the Second),
For life is possible only in him who is the tender plant~
the ancient church placed Matthew in a position parallel to the root out of the dry ground, the ever-living David, the
the Bible's first book.
Man after God's own heart.
Along what lines did God work to bring about the
For He was born in the embarrassment of the Davidic
genesis of Jesus Christ? Matthew's answer is: in the way tradition in order that we might live freely and confidently
of the generations between Abraham and David, between forever. He felt the hard wood of the Cross already in the
David and the captivity in Babylon, between Babylon and crude manger. He laid the everlasting foundations of the
Bethlehem.
Kingdom of God upon the solid rock of a perfect sacrifice"
• • • • •
for he knew that God was busy throughout the ages to
But creation (genesis) is onc thing, and historical devel fashion a renewed world out of the impossible materials of
opment in the way of the generations is another. If Matthew David's shame.
And so we may add to the text these words:
is going to stay with his announced theme he will have to
"From the Christ to the Great Day of victory, fourteen
show that the Christ whom we see at Bethlehem was not
generations."
made of things which do appear (Heb. 11 :3b) .
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EDITORIAL COMMENT
ORDINATION IN A HUDDLE

By this time our 1962 class of candidates have all been
ordained. Did you ever witness an ordination ceremony?
A congregation is singularly thrilled when a young servant
of the Lord is ordained and thus consecrated to the holy
ministry of the Word and Sacraments. It is a solemn and
impressive service. That is, it should be; but is it? The
moment has come for the candidate to kneel. Usually
during the singing of a song the audience in the rear sud
d enly begin craning their necks; the candidate has disap
peared from view. Now a number of ministers gather
around rum for the laying on of hands. The candidate is
sUl'founded by their legs so no one can see him. Likely
as not, he has his back to the audience, but that makes little
difference since no one can see him anyway. Then the
ordination ceremony is read. This over, he rises and takes
his seat and the remainder of the service is concluded.
Surely, this can be improved upon. This writer has had
charge of a few of these ordination services where some
thing new was added. The candidate came upon the pIat
form and kneeled facing the audience. Then the laying on
of hands took place in full view of everyone in the build
ing. It thrilled all who were present. We commend this
to every consistory that has the privilege to arrange for an
ordination service.
C. Huissen

no fault in the Galilean at all. He tried hard, desperately
hard, to effect his release. As a last resort he gave the mob
il~ choice b etween the b enevolent Rabbi and the notorious
criminal Barabbas. Fervently he hoped that this clever
device would work But it did not And when the crowd
became tumultuous and threatened to charge him with
treason if he acquitted a self-styled king, he yielded. In
order to keep himself out of trouble with the Jews and
Caesar, he delivered a righteous man to be crucified. He
thought to purchase peace at the price of patent justice.
He sold out equity for ease, integrity for comfort, truth
for peace.
Pilate felt sure that he was purchasing peace, but he
was not. Instead of gaining the good will of the people
and the favor of the emperor, he lost both. And once for
all h e forfeited peace of soul. History tells us that he was
soon d eposed. Tradition h as it that he committed suicide
in exile. No one has ever purchased peace at the price of
truth or justice. To do so is utterly impossible, for peace,
true peace, is invariably rooted in truth and justice.
The Roman judge has lots of company. Any number of
men have sought to purchase peace at the price of virtue.
But Pilate did that thing at the most crucial point in all of
human history and he sentenced to death him who was at
once the one and only perfect man and the very Son of the
Highest. That entitles Pontius Pilate to the Permanent
Presidency of the Peace at Any Price Fraternity.

R.B.K.

PRESIDENT PONTIUS PILATE

There is a fraternity which has as its slogan Peace at
Any Price.
This fraternity is very ancient. It came into being when,
in the garden of Eden, man made a league with the father
of lies, and it has continued without interruption through
the centuries. It is also exceedingly large. Today it has
countless members in every nation under the sun, influen
tial United States of America included. Many chant, "Bet
ter red than dead." And it has its representatives among the
adherents of diverse religions. Buddhism has a reputation
for pacifism, but also within the Christian church there are
multitudes who, while professing the truth, are unwilling
tu fight for it.
A prominent member of that fraternity was Pontius
Pilate, fifth Roman procurator of Judea. Jesus of Nazareth
was brought to trial before him. Under the influence of
their religious leaders the Jews demanded for rum dcath
by crucifixion. However, Pilate, who had an admirable
sense of justice, was fully convinced of his innocence. Re
peatedly he informed the assembled throng that he found

SPIRITUAL PROGRESS WITH DANGER

NECESSARY BUT FRAUGHT

Recently I heard a former missionary make a remark
able statement. He said that the first generation of con
verts to Christianity are not vexed by problems of culture
and of common grace and the like, but that such matters
usually do interest and at times disturb second and third
generation Christians. Evidently the first generation of be
lievers sees and experiences the ab solute difference between
paganism and Christianit y so definitely and its joy in walk
ing in the light is so overwhelming that problems of culture
and of general and special revelation cannot make an im
pression sufficiently great to distract them from the one
thing needful. However, the children and grandchildren
of these converts are brought up in Christian homes and in
a Christian environment and they begin to reflect upon
such problems and are at times spiritually disturbed by
t hose reflections.
It will, of course, be understood that I am not in posi

tion to verify this claim of the missionary. However, I have
no reason to doubt it and must accept it upon face value.
But then the qucstion is unavoidable whether the condition
of those first converts is not preferable to that of their fol 
lowers or descendants. If so, ,<;hall we then not cling
tenaciously to the level of that 6rst generation and refuse
to advance beyond its stage of development? Why should
we want to be vexed by problems and allow our spiritual
lives to be undermined? Would it not be better to refuse
to grapple with problems?
But that would be wishful thinking. W e have no choice.
For I assume that most of us are not .6rst generation Chris
tians. At least the majority of us were born in Christian
homes and were reared in a Christian environment. God
assigned that position and those conditions to us and these
are unchangeable. However, we can attempt to remain on
the level of that first generation of converts and we can
insist upon closing Our eyes to the problems which we are
bound to encounter. The question should be put whether
such conduct would be approved by God. Though the
attitude may seem to be safe, yet it may be very wrong and
even dangerous.
It should be plain to us that Scripture indeed disap
proves of such an attitude and of such conduct. In Heb.
5: 12 the apostle chides the believers and says, "For when
by reason of the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need
again that some one teach you the rudiments of the first
principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as
have need of milk, and not of solid food." This admonition
suggests a foul and stagnant condition among those
Hebrew Christians and God never acquiesces in that. God
allots time and opportunities to us. We are to employ them
diligently. According to the Psalmist (84: 7 ) we must go
"from strength to strength." It's our task to learn to under
stand God's truth ever better and thus advance beyond
"the rudiments of the first principles of the oracles of God."
We are to advance even though we know that we shall
meet with various problems and be exposed to various
dangers. Indeed, we must be interested in the truth of God,
but as we interest ourselves in that truth we must watch
ourselves closely. The important thing is not only that we
see the problems clearly; our attitude and approach to such
clearly de6ned problems is likewise of paramount signif
icance. The danger of intellectualism is ever present and
this would cause us to "play" or "philosophize" with the
truth of God. Besides, while we thus misuse the truth of
God the opposition will not be slow to take advantage of
om awkward position. For there is opposition. Falsehood
and the lie place themselves over against God and his rev
elation. The entire Bible is an account of the struggle
against that opposition. The prophets of Jehovah God stand
over against the false prophets. The worship of the only
living God stands over against the worship of idols. Christ
stands over against Antichrist. Moreover, that opposition
and that struggle continue throughout the history of the
chmch. That history is marked b y defense and offense.
The dogmas of the church are the products of the woes of
the church.

Now, in addition to Our acknowledgment of the exist
ence of such opposing and deteriorating forces, we must
also learn to admit that b y nature we readily yield to such
fo rces. The apostle writes to the Galatians ( 1: 6 ) ; "I marvel
that ye are so quickly removing from rum that called you
in the grace of Christ unto a different gospel." This is
written with reference to the errors of Judaizing teachers,
and the apostle expresses his astonishment that the Gala
tian Christians, who must have been recent converts, so
quickly, or so readily, or so easily, yielded to the teaching
of fal sehood and thereby removed themselves from the
truth of God. Deterioration must have set in almost im
mediately after conversion. And that was very serious.
Nothing less than salvation was at stake. For that reason
the apostle continues to write, "But though we, or an angel
from heaven, should preach unto you any gospel other than
that which we preached unto you, let him be anathema."
Evil tendencies and inclinations towards falsehood must
therefore be subdued within us.
At the same time we must labor positively and adhere
to that what God made us to be and what we possess
through His grace and Spirit in Christ. Jesus dictated let
ters to John which were addressed to seven churches . The
first of these (Rev. 2:1-7) was sent to Ephesus. Jesus men
tions many wonderful things found in this church. Just
listen, '1 know thy works, and thy toil and patience, and
that thou canst not bear evil men, and didst try them that
call themselves apostles, and they are not, and didst find
them false, and thou hast patience and didst bear for my
name's sake, and hast not grown weary." Had we moved
among the members of this church our impressions would
have been excellent. But amidst all these virtues Jesus de
tects a glaring and ominous lack and fault. Says He, "But
I have this against thee, that thou didst leave thy first love."
The exuberance of love towards Christ and towards His
truth, which must have fill ed the hearts of the Ephesian
Christians at first, was now waning and disappearing. W ere
intellectualism and formalism crowding this love and its
devotion out of the hearts of these believers? Were all
their splendid works becoming as sounding brass and
clanging cymbals? At any rate the situation was very
serious. Disaster threatened. Jesus warned, "Remember
therefore whence thou art fallen, and repent and do the
6rst works; or else I come to thee, and will move thy candle
stick out of its place, except thou repent."
As we apply ourselves to the task assigned and seek to
make progress in understanding God's truth, we must on
the one hand resist the dangers which constantly beset us
from without and from within, and on the other hand we
must prayerfully seek to increase and to purify our love to
Christ and to his truth. We may not and we need not leave
our firs t love. But we must also realize that love ean be
retained only if we exercise it and seek to increase and to
purify it. It must also be very clear to us that if we ap
proach the problems of culture when we have left our first
love to Christ, our solutions will be wrong and unbiblical,
and we shall then yield to the opposition. And that would_
be disastrous.
N.J.M.

due to an awakening paganism. In Ceylon the Christian
schools have been seized by the government and manned
by Buddhist teachers. Christian radio programs have been
banned. In Africa a rapidly expanding Mohammedanism is
raising more and more barriers against the advance of
Christianity. An EP dispatch from Khartoum in the Sudan
lells of "new restrictions on missionary activity in this
country where the Christian community is a tiny minority
of 95,000 persons in a total population of 11,300,000. First
a new government ruling, which went into effect on No·
\'ember IS, stipulates that young people uncler the age of
19 will have to have their parents' written consent and
govemment approval before they can be baptized. They
wiII also need sim ilar approval before they can be enrolled
in a seminary or other church-related educational institu
tions. Second, missionaries must re-apply annually for re
newal of their residence permits and give the government
the right to inspect mission property and to review sources
of mission income."

With Comments
by HENRY

J. KUIPER

NAE PROTESTS SUNDAY SCHOOL MATERIAL FOR
ARMED FORCES

According to United Evangelical Action. Dr. Robert A.
Cook, president of the National Association of Evangelicals
(NAE), has sent a vigorous protest to the chief of Air
Force chaplains who is also the chairman of the Armed
Forces Chaplains Board, because the chiefs of chaplains
have recommended that the Protestant Sunday School cur·
riculum should be used in preference to any other. Prior
to t he adoption of the unified curriculum chaplains were
free to select their own literature. There is said to be wide
d issatisfaction among the chaplains with the new material.
One Air Force chaplain reported to his superiors that the
quarterly Tlte Story the Bible Tells "does morc to tear down
a young person's confidence in the Bible as God's Word
than almost anything I have yet seen . . . This material is
clearly written from a position which denies that the Bible
in its entirety is the divinely inspired Word of God."
Dr. Cook did not propose that an acceptable evan·
gclical curriculum replace the present one. He wrote: "We
arc strongly opposed to the chief of chaplains recommend·
ing the use of any Sunday school literature above another
regardless of its source or quality. This would inevitably
violate the constitutional rights of others."
We wonder about the reactions of our own chaplains
to the new curriculum and would be glad to hear from
them.
RESTRICTIONS ON MISSIONS ALSO IN THE SUDAN

It seems that the age of world·wide Christian missions
may soon come to a close. One non·Christian land
after another places severe restrictions on mission work

Religious liberty and freedom of worship may soon be
known only in a few countries where the Christian tradi
tion is still strong. The resurgence of pagan religions in
Asia and the progress of Mohammedanism in Africa may
be one of the means in God's providence to hasten the day
when the present bind ing of Satan will cease and to usher
in the fina l tribu lation of the Church climaxed by the ap·
pearance of the Christ of glory and his victory over all the
hosts of Satan. All this does not mean that the fa ithful
Church should cease doing foreign mission work but should
rather persuade it to intensify its efforts to preach the gos
pel of the kingdom in a U the lands where Christian mis
sionaries can still preach, distribute Christian literature, and
labor with individuals. The experience of our missionaries
in Ceylon where a number of high placed persons, close to
the fanatical Buddhist government, turned to Jesus Christ
shows that God may still have many elect in such countries
where persecution of the Church steadily increases.
A PRO·ECUMENICAL PRESS?

Christian BeacOl~, organ of the American Council of
Christian Churches (outspoken opponent of the World
Council), complains that the Protestant leaders who are
attending the Vatican Council in Rome as observers for
the World Council received what is called a "big play"
from the United States p ress. It asks: "Will the press in
the United States carry the other side? Will it give any
one a hearing who dares to raise a voice in behalf of his
torical Protestantism?" We are quite sure that the question
will be answered in the negative. Our daily papers and
well known commentators naturally favor movements that
are popular, whether in church or state. We recall that
when the World Council met at New Delhi onc of the best
known broadcasting companies featured an hour·long TV
program extolling the virtues of that CounciL And every
one knows how much attention is being given in news
paper reports to the meeting of the Vatican CounciL A
special television program on this meeting has already been
announced for an early date. Orthodox Christianity can

exp~t

no such special favors from those who control our
p ublic means of communication.
ICCC PRESIDENT DOCUMENTS LETTER TO PRESIDENT
KENNEDY

Under the above heading the following article appeared
in the October 11 issue of Christian Beacon:
"Dr. Carl Mc1ntire, prcsident of the International Coun
cil of Christian Churches, on October 8, 1962, addressed a
letter to the President of the United States as follows :
"We are deeply disturbed over the statement which you
made in your letter writtcn to Pope John XXIII in behalf
of the Ecumen ical Council. In the New York Times story,
Saturday, October 6, 1962, you are reported to have said
to the Pope in your letter that 'we earnestly hope and pray
that God ... will give you the great joy and satisfaction
of seeing the council fulfill all of your fondest hopes and
dreams for a world-wide renewal of fellowship .. :
"This world-wide renewal of fellowship which is the
hope and dream of the Pope has been repeatedly stated
by him to be the return of the 'separated brethren' to the
Roman Catholic Church."
The letter then quotes from various sources to prove
that the only ecumenicalism which the Church of Rome
countenances is the return of l'rotestants to that Church.
Then the letter continues: "Your greeting at this point,
we believc, has gone too far and involves commendation
of the Pope's plan to b ring Protestants back to Rome.
"I respectfully state that we do not believe that as
President of the United States of America you should make
any such statements. You should not be a party in any
way to an effort to lead the Protestants to come back to
the Roman Catholic fold ."
We believe this letter of Dr. McIntire has not received
the attention which it deserved in the conservative Prot
estant press of our country.
NAE STATEMENT ON CHRISTIAN UNITY

The National Association of Evangelicals released a
statement on Christian unity at the opening of the Vatican
Council which in part reads as follows:
"Protestants should remember that the true basis of
Christian unity is found only in the Holy Scriptures and in
the apostolic heritage carried forward by the Reformation.
We do not regard the Reformation simply as a revolt
against the evil practices in the church, but as a historic
return to true evangelical principles of the New Testament.
While the abuses of the medieval church may have prccip
itated the conBict, the principal issues were-and still are
- spiritual and theological
"Despite the confused thinking of some Protestants, the
major issues of the Reformation are still valid and cannot
be glossed over without completely repudiating the basic
principles of Christiamty which it restored to the world 
the Lordship of Christ as sole head of the Church, the
authority of the Scriptures, justification by faith alone, and
the priesthood of every believer ...
"Christian unity is spiritual oneness in Christ and does
TnOrl-l
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not rely on external organization. Indeed, undue emphasis
on organic union can obscure the spiritual nature of our
oneness in Christ and hinder the expression of true Chris
tian unity."
Well said!
BRAZILIAN MOB ATTACKS PROTESTANT GROUP

While the Pope seeks to woo apostate Protestant
churches back into its fold and speaks with a soft voice
about "the separated brethren," instead of denouncing them
as "heretics," and while the Vatican Council now in session
may make a few superficial concessions to satisfy the lead
ers of the ccumenical movement, Rome continues its ruthless
policy of persecuting Protestants in Roman Catholic lands.
The following report from Carmo Do Rio Claro in Brazil is
an instance of such persecution: "Jesuit priests must face
legal action for leading a mob attack on Assemblies of God
missionaries and national believers here. The unruly mob
reportedly attacked the evangelicals while they were laying
the cornerstone for a new church. Many were injured, in
cluding the Rev. John Lemos, director of a Bible Institute
near San Paulo, and six national pastors. ApprOximately
80 persons were forced to flee the city after being severely
beaten, the report states. The home of one Assemblies of
God pastor was ransacked. Sleeping children were thrown
to the Boor and furniture was tossed into the street and
demolished. Local police had to be called to break up the
mob."
GROWTH OF THE CHURCH IN CHINA IN SPITE OF
PERSECUTION

According to an EP report from Hong Kong, refugees
from Red China have told Assemblies of God missionaries
in that city that only '1Ioly Ghost" or Pentecostal churches
are allowed to remain open in China. No names or loca
tions were given and the reasons why Communists allow
the continued operation only of these churches are not
known. Recently published reports in Communist news
papers of Red China indicate that 160 new believers had
joined one Assemblies of God church.
How reliable the above report is we do not know. But
this we know from the history of the Christian Church since
the days of the apostles that the fires of persecution cannot
destroy the true church. There is much truth in the adage
that the blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church. Let
us (,'onfess that we too often forget to pray, in private and
in public, for our fellow-believers who must endure official
persecution.
INDIA CLAPS BAN ON BOOK BY "RED DEAN"

England's Dean of Canterbury, Dr. H ewlett Johnson,.
is known for his Communist sympathies. According to a
report from New Delhi ( EP ) the government of India has
proscribed his book T he Upsurge of ChitUl. Written after'
the D ean's tour of China in 1959 and highly commended
by the Soviets, it contains two maps which show practically
the whole of the northeast fronticr of India as part of
China and the state of Jammu and Kashmir as not belong-.
ing to India.

One wonders whether the Dean made his mistakes be·
cause of an indiscriminate use of Chinese maps or whether
he is afflicted with the ingrained Communist habit of
pelVerting the truth to serve the cause of Communism. 'I1lere
is no place for morality in its philosophy. Lying and deceit
nrc its favorite weapons. A fresh example was the deliberate
falsiFying by Russia's representative in Washington of the
build·up of offensive nuclear weapons in Cuba.
There is something peculiarly Satanic about Russia's
deliberate pelVersion of the truth in its dealings with the
nations of the West. Jesus said of Satan: "When he speak
cth a lie, he speaketh of his own; for he is a liar and the
fath er thereof." But let us turn to ourselves and ask: Do
we as Christians have an unfailing passion for speaking the
truth?
COMMENTS BY PROMINENT CHURCHMEN ON THE
CUBAN CRISIS

According to an EP dispatch from Washington , officers
of the Methodist Board of Christian Social Concerns have
appealed to President Kennedy to refrain from any aggres
sive invasion of Cuba in the current tense international
situation. They stated that they were opposed to any mili
tary invasion of Cuba, saying it would label the United
States as an "aggressor nation." They also said that such
an invasion would violate the sovereignty of Cuba and the
provisions of the United Nations charter.
We too believe that everything possible should be done
for a peaceful solution of the present crisis, provided the
safety of this country is not jeopardized. This might well
have been included in the statement by the Methodist
bishops. The same applies to a statement by the Rt. Rev.
Arthur Lichenberger, presiding bishop of the American
Protestant Episcopal Church, that the United States should
not invade Cuba to get rid of the missile bases there. Sup
pose no opportunity is given for on-the·spot inspection of
the missile bases in Cuba. Invasion of Cuba would cost
many precious lives; but a treacherous nuclear attack on
the United States would cost many more.
We nnd ourselves in more hearty agreement with the
utterance of the American Council of Christian Churches
(ACaC) on the subject of our relations with Cuba. We
q uote: "We heartily concur in the opinion expressed [by
the U.S.] that we can no longer tolerate the arming of
Cuba by the Soviets so that the safety of this nation and
the nations of this hemisphere would be constantly threat
ened." This organization also expressed opposition to sum
mit conferences with the Hussians because "the records of
the past indicate that nothing has ever been gained by such
meetings with Soviet leaders." And to this the following
was added; "'This position [taking a firmer attitude toward
the Soviets] should be implemented by strengthening our
internal security. We believe we have too many men in
high places who are soft toward Communism; consequently
there have been tuo many men in strategic positions who
have betrayed secrets vital to our national security."
HOW MANY PUBLIC SCHOOLS PERMIT BIBLE READINGS?

We were surprised to read in an EP dispatch from St.

Paul, Minnesota, that "Bible reading is practised regularly
in about 42 percent of this country's public schools." This
was the 6nding published in a book by Dr. Richard B.
Dierenfeld of Macalester College of St. Paul. Of these
schools, 77 percent are in the South, 01 percent in the East,
18 percent in the Midwest, and only 11 percent in Western
schools.
However, it is quite certain that in many of these same
schools scientific theories are taught which are contrary to
the teachings of the Bible. Mere Bible reading, and even
lessons from Bible history (which of course are out of the
question in a public school, except in very rare instances
where all the parents in a public school district are in favor
of such teaching) would not make any public school Chris
tian. A real C hristian school is one in which all the instruc
tion, discipline, and administration are based on Christian
principles.
FOUR STUDENTS DROP COLLEGE GEOLOGY COURSE

A report from San Francisco relates that four students,
described only as "fundamentalists," have withdrawn from
a geology course on the ground that the teachings con
flicted with their religious beliefs. These students, un
identified, left a class conducted by Dr. York Mandra, but
did not withdraw from the college. They stated that the
instructor taught that the earth could never have been
covered completely with water as the Bible story of Noah
relates.
If these students were attending one of the many Chris
tian coDeges in this country they might have heard their
science professor make the same statementl
Anyone who has doubts about a world· wide Hood in
the days of Noah should give due consideration to what the
Bible teaches about the extent of the Deluge and then read
the book The Genesis Flood, by Drs. Morris and Whit·
comb, to get a satisfying answer to the objections which
scientists raise against this teaching.
FAVORABLE TO GOVERNMENT SUPPORT OF OUR
CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS

A release just received from the office of the National
Union of Ch ristian ScilOOis (NUCS) contains the signif
icant item that the 1962 House of Delegates made a rus
toric decision with respect to the right of Christian School
constituents to accept government support" and added that
the reactions received were "mostly in hearty agreement"
with that decision. Just what the wording of that decision
is we do not know. We have no doubts concerning the
right of our Christian schools to part of the tax money for
public schools, but the important question is whether the
acceptance of such money would place restrictions on the
instruction given in our Christian schools. We hope these
schools wiD never make such a sacrifice of principle for the
sake of easing their financial load.
However, it looks as if much water will have to flow
over the dam before non-public schools will ever receive
financial aid from our state or federal government.

UNDER CHURCH SPUlES
by PETER Y. DE JONG

TO CHURCH TWICE EACH SUNDAY? • • • •

Our sister churches in the Netherlands are openly facin g
a problem which also concerns us. Should believers and
their families continue the tradition of attending divine
worship twice on the Lord's day?
That this "unwritten rule" among the Reformpd famil y
of churches is not being observed as faithfully as in the
past requires little proof. E specially in many Netherlands
churches the slow but steady decrease in attendance has as
sumed some alarming proportions. During the past few
years statistics have been gathered . From these it is ev
ident that many members are conspicuous by their absence.
especially at the second service. In Amsterdam. for ex
ample, only 45$ of the total membership is present at the
first service and 34$ at the second service. And this is no
isolated instance.
In Gerefonneerd Weekblad ( Sept. 14, 1962) this situa
tion is faced frankly.
The writer lists several reasous which are given for the
growing unfaithfulness on the part of church members.
Many argue that church attendance twice on each Lord's
day is a Dutch tradition. Others insist this is no more than
a tradition. Even more, people today consider it quite
legitimate to use the day for recreation. Behind all this
lies "a specific theology," a reaction against sabbatarianism'.
The comment is much to the point, "In this theology the
unity of nature and grace, creation and redemption, law
and gospel, old and new testament, paradise-covenant and
grace-covenant is slighted. In the light of such discontinu
ity the sabbath declines, and the Sunday becomes a product
of the church, a regulation of the Const-antinian age, and
not the fulfilment of the sabbath, not the command of God."
Thereupon our attention is drawn to the uniqueness of
the Christian day of rest.
It is the day set aside in praise of the Creator and his
creation. It is the day of rest whereon we are called to
pattern our lives with the divinely ordained rhythm of work
and rest after Cod. It is the day whereon we praise God
for his salvation. It is the day for God's kingdom. It is the
day of fulfilment, whereon we by faith look forward to the
consummation of aU God's works, Only in the light of these
Biblical insights will the Lord's day be appreciated and
used aright. This, more than anything else, so the writer
argues, sheds the rig ht light on the whole matter of twice
to church every Sunday.

These perspectives have been too much forgotten not
only by our Dutch brethren and sisters but also by our
selves. They must be consistently and continually em
phasized among all who love the Lord and seek to serve
him according to his Word.
REFLECTIONS ON THE SECOND VATICAN COUNCIL

\¥hat promises to be one of the most significant events
of our years for the Christian churches is taking place as
these lines are penned.
Today, October 11, 1962, the Second Vatican Council is
being assembled. After much preparatory work the prelates
from all parts of the world are assembling under the leader
ship of Pope John XXIII. How long these sessions will last
is unknown. Much less can anyone now predict what in
fluence its deliberations and decisions will have not only for
Rome but for all who name the name of the Lord Jesus
Christ.
In recent months this council has been much in the
news. Protestant leaders throughout the world have been
commenting on this step which Rome is taking.
Many of these remarks deserve our attention. They
serve notice on the nature of the fearful foes which threaten
O UT reformatory faith. By no means all of them come frOID
outside of the Protestant world. Indeed, Rome's preten
sions to being the sale authoritative and reliable voice of
God in the world have not measurably weakened. Modem
philosophies of materialism, secularism, and relativism are
doing their dastardly work in whittling away at the gospel
which must be proclaimed by men everywhere. But more
dangerous are the forces from within. In numerous
churches there is blatant compromise with heresy.
Our attention is called to several pertincnt comments
made by church leaders. From a recent issue of Christianitu
Today we have culled the following.

On seeking friendship with Rome out of fear of being a..
minority . ...
"Last century W. E . Gladstone alleged, 'Catholicism is.
hostile to intellectual liberty and incompatible with the·
principle and trend of modern civilization; it arouses un
warrantable pretensions to govern, and threatens the rights.
of the family; it tends to undermine the soul's love of truth ;
it alienates cultured minds in whatever country it is pro-·
fess ed, and wherever it reigns, saps tho morality and
strength of the state.' No British Prime Minister would dare·

say the same today. not because Rome has changed, but
because of the growth since then in Rome's inBuence and
numbers (estimated now at 530 million ), even in lands
once solidly Calvinist" (J. B. Douglas).
On tlw challenge to think in terms of dogma ....
"Perhaps nothing less than an ecumenical council sum
moned by the pope was necessary to wake our sleeping
churches from their ecumenical dreams .... The dogmatic
decrees of the council will compel us to think again in terms
of dogma. Our encounter with the living Roman dogma
will be of the mightiest sort of challenge to us. We shall
again understnnd that Christianity without firm convictions
must degenerate. even morally, because it makes hypocrites
of those of us who pretend to convictions which we do not
possess, as for example when we sign confessions which we
do not even properly know or which we accept with a
'reasonable liberty of interpretation'" (H erman Sasse).
On the fo lly of thinking that Rome has really changed . ..
"Let us not be blind to the facts - Rome will never
actually take a single step of real consequence towards
uoity. She ever demands the return of the 'prodigal sons'
(Protestants) to the 'Father's house' ( the Vatican). The
sad truth is quite the opposite: it is Rome who has left the
Father's house and Bible-laving Christians who inhabit it.
An approach to Rome will never lead us to the truth; it
will lead inevitably to apostasy" ( Don Francisco Lacueva).
These comments speak for themselvesl
THE THROBBING HEART OF REFORMATORY
PREACHING . . . .

In an interesting and instructive article W. Stanford
Reid exposes what he terms t he Long Roots of the Ref
ormation" (Christianity Today, Oct. 12, 1962 ).
Here mention is made of those men who throughout the
middle ages sought to be true to the Scriptures. They
urged reform within the churches and a return to the God
of the Bible. The list is long. Gottschalk, Bernard of Clair
vaux, and Peter Waldo, each in his own way, emphasized
the grace of Cod unto salvation. Later on, John WycliHe
and John Huss were raised up by Cod as goads to prod a
greedy hierarchy and a gullible people. Repeatedly the
church of those long centuries reacted. Occasionally reforms
of manners and morals were authorized, but the church
refused to make any doctrinal concessions to the "rebels."
Not until the sixteenth century under Luther and his fel
low-believers did a new day dawn for the Christian church.
Dr. Reid raises the question "why the earliest reformers
bad achieved so little in their attempts to change the
Church."
His reply, while not minimizing the various political and
social factors which were operative, is accurate. "In the
first place, while the would-be reformers had continually
called for a return to the Bible and for a re-emphasis on
Cod's sovereign grace, they never really faced man with
his responsibility in terms of a demand for faith . .. . In the
second place, they lacked an audience or social context to
which their demands appealed." From this he concludes,
"In the providence of Cod, when the fullness of time had

come all the elements were present to start a spiritual
revival: the message, the messenger, and the audience."
Of supreme importance he counts the message. It stands
as the sine qua non, the indispensable condition, for ref
ormalion and revival. Speaking of these forerunners of the
Reformation, Reid writes, "'They had never set forth clearly
a doctrine of justification by faith alone, so that, even in
their thinking, they had not shown the connecting link
between man and Cod's grace."
H ow much we need to remember this today!
Men are clamOring for revival. Not a few would en
gage themselves to this end. They urge prayer. They gather
groups around themselves. They organize revivals and
rallies. But altogether too often their efforts leave the
masses untouched and the churches without transformation.
It is pitiful that with all the insistence on revival, few voices
are heard insisting that the church must be refonned by
commanding men to repent and believe and casting out
those who reject the fundamentals of the Christian faith.
God indeed alone can and will bring true revival in his
own time. Meanwhile as Christians we have our calling.
Every believer is challenged "to be constantly in prayer and
ever watchful that he may witness a good confession." And
this "good confession" is that of Cod's justifying grace in
Christ Jesus our Lord.
There would be far less moralizing in the pulpits of
the land. if the "good confession" were actually understood
and believed. Preaching would take all new relevance, if
and when men, women, and children were confronted with
their personal sinfulness in the light of Cod's rich grace.
Then the challenge to fa ith would begin to mean some
thing. Not only the term but the reality of justification
would begin to echo and re-echo in men's lives.
This was the throbbing heart of reformatory preaching.
Today it is a lost chord in the glorious music of the
Christian gospel. Since it is largely forgotten and ignored,
the preaching of our day makes litt1e sense and less impact.
We do well to wonder bow frequ ently and fearlessly
justification by faith alone is still proclaimed in the
churches. It is possible to have aU the audiences and mes·
sengers we so fond ly wish for, and still see no springtime in
the churches. Without this message, which is Cod's good
news for lost sinners. reformation and revival will not ap
pear in our day.
HOW NOT TO PREACH

For several decades Protestants have wondered why the
church lost her hold on the masses. In evangelical circles.
where the Bible is still believed and honored, the cause for
much of Protestantism's powerlessness bas often been traced
to the pulpit. We are admonished that much, if not most,
preaching fails to herald the good news of Cod with au
thority in accordance with Christ's command .
In view of this sound stance, it is passing strange that
the suggestions which evangelical periodicals pass on to
Protestant preachers for their preaching schedule fall so
fa r short of the ideal which they profess to embrace.

Once again this is evident in -rhe Minister's Workshop,"
regularly published in Christianity Today.
With almost monotonous regularity in the suggested
outlines one misses any serious attempt to understand the
text of Holy Scripture. Indeed, a text is used, but seem
ingly only to give a bit of coloring and authority (per
haps? ) to what the preacher will say. The text serves as
little more than a diving board from which the pulpitecr
jumps to perform his Sunday morning acrobatics in full
view of the congregation. No wonder people seem to think
more highly of how he speaks than of what he speaks.
Having jumped, he can twist and tum in almost any direc
tion which may happen to appeal to him.
This does not mean that the outlines suggested contain
unsound and unscriptural material as such. Happily, there
seems to be commibnent to the basic Christian verities. But
these truths as announced and developed in sequence in
the suggested outlines are seldom derived from the text.
Little or no attention is given to the setting wherein the
very words of the Lord appear. In several instances the
message suggested has really nothing to do with the text
which is chosen. Repeatedly the cardinal rules of Scrip
ture interpretation are either neglected or violated.
May we give an example? It deals with a suggested
approach to Matthew 4:1, "Then was Jesus led of the spirit
into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil." Believe it
or not, but this is to be treated under the theme: "The Way
to Meet Temptation." Thereupon the preachers, for whose
edification this column is intended, are supposed to think
along the follOwing lines when preparing their message.
"To be a Christian means to be like Jesus. I. He met temp
tation: - at unexpected times - places - in strange ways.
2. He conquered: by appealing to the Bible - in the Bible to
God. A believer can do what Christ could not - appeal to
himself. Better still, preach two sermons here."
We submit that following such suggestions will not
produce seJ;l11ons which announce the mighty acts of God
for the salvation of sinful man. Taking this approach leads
to sermons which fall far short of the Biblical view of pro
claiming the Word of God. Here is little appreciation for
the unique place of our Lord in the divine plan of redemp
tion. Comparisons between Christ and the Christian in
meeting temptation at this point pervert the central thrust
of the text. Quite likely a sermon geared to the above sug
gestions will be purely exempJaristic, moralistic, pietistic in
the most devastating sense of the term. And this is the
curse of much Protestant preaching today, if radio messages
and published sermons are any accurate indication of what
is going on in the pulpits. What is missed most of all is the
divine declaration, ''Thus saith the Lord."
Unless preachers stop worrying about what people are
going to say about their sermons and begin to worry more
about what the Lord will say about them, Protestantism
,viII command no respect and exert little influence unto the
salvation of souls and the strengthening of the churches.
Most of all, it win fail desperately in its obligation to the
triune Cod who saves his people through Jesus Christ.
J:T...
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In a

SISTER CHURCH

- Part 11-

by HENRY J. KUIPER

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS

N LAST MONTH'S ISSUE we wrote about the drift to
evolutionism and higher criticism in the public utter
ances of some of the leaders in the Reformed Churches of
the Netherlands-a denomination with which the Christian
Reformed Church has close relationships.
In this article we shall discuss certain articles in Gere
formeerd Weekblad by Dr. A. D. R. Palman, one of the
most respected theologians in that sister church, who de
clares his disagreement with the doctrine of reprobation as
taught in chapter I. articles 6 and 15, of the Canons of Dart,
one of the doctrinal standards of that Church as well as
ours.
We take no delight in writing about the troubles in tho
Cereformeerde Kerken. On the contrary, they shock and
grieve us, for more than one reason. First, whatever of
great importance happens in that Church is bound to have
repercussions in our country among Reformed people, es
pecially those of Dutch descent. Not only do many of our
people read Dutch religious periodicals; the number of
those who visit the Netherlands is increasing annually.
They come back with reports about church life in "the old
country." BeSides, an increasing number of our students
take graduate courses in the Free University or other
schools. It would be strange indeed if these impressionable
young men were not influenced in any degree by what they
read in Dutch periodicals.
Second, we believe in true ecumenicity. We feel that
we are spiritually one with all believers in all parts of the
world, especially those of the Reformed faith. We are
members of one body. What affects one member or one
area of the body of Christ affects all the rest. When we
rejoice we rejoice together; when we suffer, we suHer to
gether.
For these reasons our people in the Christian Reformed
Church, the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, the Protestant
Reformed Churches, the Reformed Church, and other Be-
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formed. bodies should know about what is going on in the
Reformed denominations of the Netherlands. We deem it
the duty of our religious periodicals to keep our people in
formed about important trends and events in these denomi
nations.
DR. POLMAN ON REPROBATION

In the issue of July 13, 1962, Dr. A. D. R. Polman wrote
an article in which he reacted to a letter which the editor
in chief had received from Dr. B. J. Brouwer, elder of the
Reformed Church in the Hague, who declares that it is a
mystery to him how office bearers in the church can de
clare, by signing the Formula of Subscription, that they
agree with Article I, point 15 of the Canons of Dort. This
article is simply not to be harmonized with Scripture. It is
old-Rcformed ("oud-gereformeerd" ) rather than Reformed.
He also states that it makes little sense to present a grava
men against this article to an ecclesiastical body.
What amazed us was the reaction of Dr. Polman to these
sentiments. He writes in part: Mr. Brouwer "iustly rejects
an etcrnal divine decree of reprobation ... Nowhere in the
Bible is rcprobation described as an eternal purpose, as an
unchangeable decree before the foundation of the world or
as a dark, mysterious phase of God's counsel. Its dark,
threatening reality is not denied anywhcre but it is con
stantly pictured as a gripping act of Cod in the midst of
history ... as God's righteous judgment on so much wicked
ness. The correctness of this assertion is powerfully demon
strated also by thc fact that I found no Scriptural proof in
the writings of the fathers of Dort but more than once a
purely logical conclusion from eternal election (he who
elects necessarily passes by others at the same time and
thus rejects them) while it is precisely so remarkable that
the Bible nowherc draws this apparently logical conclu
sion" (translated - K ).
In an earlier issue (September 8, 1961) Dr. Polman dis
cussed the same subject and presented. the same line of

thought. He declares that "it is never stated in Scripture
that God before the foundation of the world appointed
men to unbelief and eternal reprobation.'" He denies that
this is implied in Acts 15:18: "For known unto God are all
his works from the beginning of the world" or in Ephesians
1:11: "Who worketh all things after the counsel of his will."
He states that the text from Ephesians, as the context
proves, refers only to election. We shall discuss this and
other passages later but let us now quote article 15 of Part
I to which Dr. Polman takes exception.
"What peculiarly teruls to illustrate and recammend to
us the eternal and unmerited grace of election is the express
testimony of sacred Scripture that not all, but some only
are elected. while others are passed by in the eternal tkcree
of God; whom God, out of his savereign, most just, irrep
rehensible, and unchangeable good pleasure. has tkcreed
to leave in the common misery into which they have wil
fully plunged themselves, and not to bestow upon them
saving faith and the grace of conversion; bllt, permitting
them in His iust iudgment to follow in their own ways, at
last, for the tkclaration of His justice, to condemn and pun
Mh them forever, not only on account of their unbelief. but
also for all their other sins. And this is the decree of repro
bation, which by no means makes God the author of sin (the
very thought of w hich is blasphemy) but declares Him to
be an awful, irreprehensible. and righteous Judge and
Avenger thereof."
HISTORICALLY REFORMED

Our first reaction to Dr. Polrnan's denial of this article
is that he takes issue with a view of reprobation which is
historically Reformed. It was taught by the Reformers, is
embodied in our Calvinistic creeds, and is confessed by
nearly all Reformed theologians.
According to Dr. H. Bavinck, the reformers taught that
predestination in the negative sense (as a passing by ) is
not to be explained as an act of righteousness (that is, as
punishment for sin ) but must be regarded as an act of
sovereignty preceding sin, and that the result of this rep
robation in the negative sense was to permit sin and to let
some remain in the fall, and that reprobation in the positive
sense took sin into account.
All students of Calvin know that Calvin taught that
reprobation as well as election was an eternal and un
changeable decree of God. We quote just one of many pas
sages in which that thought is expressed : "Predestination
we call the eternal decrce of God, by which he has deter
mined in himself, what he would have to become of every
individual of mankind. For they are not all created with a
similar destiny; but eternal life is foreordained for some,
and eternal damnation for others."
Is this the old-Reformed view only? Not the view of
the great Reformed theolOgians of later date? Let us listen
to some of the many passages in Bavinck's Reformed Dog
matics which discuss this subject ( Book II ). The transla
tions, by the way, are my own. Those who wish may check.
On page 205 of my D utch edition the writer states: "that
though one believe that there is a predestination unto death,
T
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none of the Reformed ev~r spoke of a predestination unto
sin. All have maintained that God is not the Author of sin.
At the same time sin is not the efficient cause but the
sufficient cause of reprobation." The implication is that the
efficient cause is the eternal and unchangeable decree of
God.
Bavinck admits that "in the Old Testament election and
reprobation are not described as eternal decrees but as
facts in history." Cain, Canaan, and Esau, for example, were
rejected because of their wickedness. "The New Testa
ment, however, presents this counsel of God in a much
clearer light. . . . Everything happens according to the
determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God. This divine
decree precedes all things. It includes everything (Eph.
1: 11 ), also the sinful deeds of men ...God's will is revealed
also in the destruction (verderving ) of Judas (John 17:12),
in the abandonment of the heathen ( Romans 11:24) , in the
hardening of the ungodly ( Romans 9:18), in the raising up
of Pharaoh ( Romans 9: 17 ), in enduring with much long
suffering the vessels of wrath fitted unto destruction ...."

( p.352 ).
On the following page Bavinck contradicts the conten
tion of Dr. Pohnan that reprobation is represented in Scrip
ture only as an act of God in time. He writes: "It has been
contended that Paul in Romans 9 does not speak of the ab
solute sovereignty and the eternal decree of God but only
of the attitude of God which has its cause and its operations
in time. in history.'" But this contention, says Bavinck, is
disproved in Romans 9. For the "purpose" and the "elec
tion" clearly precedes the facts of history. . . . Before the
children of Isaac were bom, God had already said that the
elder would serve the younger (vs. 11) . It is true that
Romans 9 speaks of an act of God in time but the cause of
that action is outside of time and lies only in God's will
and good pleasure" (pp. 353,
On page 405 Bavinck teaches that «FaJI and sin and
eternal punishment are included in the decree of God and
in a certain sense willed b y God. But then always only in
a certain sense and not in the same way as grace and salva
tion. In t hese he has a delight but sin and punishment are
not his pleasure, his joy. As therefore on the one 1wnd there
is no ob;ection. in view of an all-inclusive and unchange
able counsel of God, to speak of a double predestinaticn.
nevertheless, predestination in the one instance is not of
the same nature as the other" (italics mine - K ) .
On page 407 we read: "Sometimes the Scripture speaks
so emphatically that reprobation is campletely coordinated
with election and eternal punishment is purposed by God
as well as eternal salvation . . ." (italics mine-K). Again,
on page 410 we read: "In t his it becomes clear in which
sense reprobation is to be reckoned with predestination.
If one considers only the fact that the counsel of God em
braces all things, then one has the perfect right to speak of
a double predestination. Sin too, unbelief, death, and eter
nal punishment are included in the government of God... .
Not only is it useless to speak of foreknowledge and per
mission instead of predestination. The Scripture testifies in
this matter as firmly and positively as possible. It is true
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that it 'says little about predestination 'as an eternal decree;
all the more however it represents it as an act of Cod in
history ... .•
But note, Bavinck does not say what Dr. Patman states,
that reprobation is represented nowhere in Scripture as an
eternal decree of Cod but only as an act of God. There is
all the difference in the world between Dr. Bavinck's con
struction of the doctrine of Reprobation and that of Dr.
Polman.
THE WESTMINSTER CONFESSION ON REPROBATION

The Westminster Confession agrees with the Canons of
Dart on the subject of reprobation as well as election. W e
read in Chapter Three, Ill: "By the decree of God, for the
manifestation of his glory, some men and angels are pre
destinated unto everlasting life, and others foreordained to
everlasting death." The texts mentioned as proofs are Rom.
9:22, 23; Eph. 1:5, 6, and Il rov. 16:4.
After speaking of those who are predestinated unto
eternal life, the creed continues in articles VII and VIII as
follows :
"VII. The rest of mankind God was pleased, according
to the unsearchable counsel of his own will, whereby he
extendeth or withholdeth mercy as he pleaseth, for the glory
of his sovereign power over his creah.ues, to pass by, and
to ordain them to dishonor and wrath for their sin, to the
praise of his glorious justice.
"VIII. The doctrine of this high mystery of predestina
tion is to be handled with special prudence and care, that
men attending the will of God revealed in his Word, and
yielding obedience thereunto, may, from the certainty of
their eHectual vocation, be assured of their eternal election.
So shall this doctrine afford matter of praise, reverence, and
admiration of Cod; and of humility, diligence, and abun
dant consolation to all that sincerely obey the gospel."
THE DOCTRINE OF ELECTION IN JEOPARDY

Our first, though not our principal, objection against the
view of Dr. Polman and others is that it endangers the
Scriptural doctrine of election.
Dr. Polman himself admits that logically election impli es
reprobation . Anyone can see this. Election means that
God chose out of the common mass of men, as they existed
in the eternal counsel of God, certain ones on whom he
determined to confer in Chnst the blessings of redemption.
The word in the New Testament Greek for election means
a picking out, a choosing. This act of choosing implies at
least a passing by of those whom he did not choose.
Now among men the act of chOOSing certain persons
implies a passing by which is either voluntary, aCCidental,
or compulsory. But when God passes by those whom he
is pleased not to elect unto salvation, this is neither ac
cidental nor compulsory but voluntary. If in choosing some
he did not reject others, the reason must be that he wanted
to leave the determination of their destiny to themselves.
But that would be a denial of his absolute, sovereign con
trol over the universe and mankind - a deni al of his Cod
head. And if God left it to some to determine their own
eternal destiny the question is bound to arise, Why did not

he leave this to aU? This is what we mean when we say
that the denial of reprobation as an eternal, unchangeable
divine decree jeopardizes the doctrine of election . Con
sistency will ultimately lead to the rejection of both.
Now Dr. Polman answers as follows: Though reproba
tion as an eternal decree logically follows from the doctrine
of eternal election, we have no right to draw this conclusion
because Scripture does not justify it. But we believe that
Scripture does justify it; in other words, that it does teach
what our creed teaches that "it is the express testimony of
sacred Scripture that not all, but some only are elected,
while others are passed by in the eternal decree.» And note
that according to this sentence both are included in the
"express testimony of Scripture."
In o ur next issue we shall present the teaching of Scrip
ture on this matter.

•••••
POSTSCRIPT: CALVINISM ON THE DOCTRINE OF
REPROBATION

"Accepting or rejecting the doctrine of reprobation does
not have its cause in a smaller or greater degree of love and
pity. The difference between Augustine and Pelagius,
Calvin and Castillio, Gomarus and Arminius, is not that
the latter are so much milder and loving, more amiable and
compassionate people. It lies in this that the form er have
accepted Scripture in its totali ty, also in this doctrine; that
they were and always wanted to be theists and also in these
gripping facts of life have recognized the will and the hand
of the Lord; that they have dared to face reality in all its
frightfulness. Pelagianism scatters flowers on graves, makes
of death an angel, sees in sin a weaJ.:.n ess, offers treatises on
tbe bene6t of adversity, and deems this world to be the
best possible. Calvinism is not served by such superficial
chatter and palaver. It tears the veil from our eyes, it re
fuses to live in a vain illusion, it embraces the seriousness
of life in its full extent, it rises to the defense of the rights
of the Lord God, and bows in humility and adoration before
the unfa thomable sovereign will of God almighty. And thus
it ap pears to be fundamentally much more compassionate
than Pelagianism. H ow deeply Calvin felt the seriousness
of what he said appears from his decretum horribile ( ter
rible decree - K ). This does not plead against Calvin, it
pleads for him. The decree, as Calvin's doctrine, is not
IWrribile; but the reality which is the revelation of that de
cree is horrible - the revelation which is thus taught
through Scripture and history, which for every thinking
person, whether he be a follower of Pelagius or Augustille,
remains completely the same, and which cannot be nulIi·
fl ed in the least by any imaginary beliefs. And in the midst
of that terrible reality Calvinism brings, not this solution,
but this consolation that in all that happens it recognizes
the will and the hand of an almighty God, who is at the
same time a merciful Father. Calvinism offers no solution
but it does cause man to rest in him who dwells in light un·
approachable, whose judgments are past tracing out, whose
ways are unsearchable. Therein Calvin found rest" ( trans
lated - K ) .
Herman Bavinck, Reformed Dogmatics, Part II , p. 412.
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The World Council
andl, the Protestant Reformation
by SAMUEL E. BOYLE

PLASHED DIAGONA LLY across the corner of the front
cover of the December 8, 1961, issue of Time Magazine,
directly over the portrait of World Council Architect Visser
'T Hooft, were the words, 'j'he Second Refonnation."
This caption describing the Third Assembly of the World
Council at New Delhi, India, came from a statement made
there by Dr. H eur}' Pitney Van Dusen, the president of
Union Theological Seminary of New York, who said: "We
are seeing right here one of the very early etJetlts in the

S

second great Re/ormation of Christendom."
It is the purpose of this article to examine this claim of
ccumenists that the World Council constitutes a true ref
ormation of the visible church of Jesus Christ.
W HAT WAS THE PROTESTANT REFORMATION?

What a person thinks of the 16th century Protestant
Reformation depends on his approach to church history.
The viewpoint of the Vatican, for example, or the historical
premises of NucHa Khrushchev affect the judgment which
Rome and Moscow would make of the religious epoch of
which Martin Luther, under God, was the dramatic in
novator.
Among Protestants themselves, though, it would be ex
pected that basic agreement could be fOWld on a definition
of the Reformation. Alas, such is no longer the case. The
ecumenical leaders who are most vocal in the World
Council deplore the 16th century Refonnation and are en
gaged in a diligent attempt to heal the "schism" between
Rome and the heirs of the 'Reformation. What has brought
ahout this peculiar reversal of opinion among Protestant
churchmen?
Possibly the most powerful cause of the world shift in
Protestant opinion today is the prevailing modem view of
educated men regarding the universe about us and, within
this cosmic scene, the relatively mediocre and transitory
revolt against the Church of Rome in the 16th and 17th
centuries.
Modern educated men in general accept evolution in the
fullest sense, in the cosmos, in our solar system, in planet
Earth, in the supposed rise of man from prehuman an
cestors, in social development throughout human history.
The evolving myth of the scientists and modem thinkers
outside the church of Christ has to a great extent come to
dominate the liberal views in churches that make up the
bulk of the membership of the World Council.
Coupled with this world and life view held by many
modern Christians is their acceptance also of the mcthod
ology of empiricism: the faith of man in his own rational
processcs as the sufficient instrument to ascertain truth; It
·:-'fore simply, tile empiricist holds tllat t ruth can be found only
through observation by the senses.

and the popular humanistic dream that, if men will only
talk things over long enough, a harmonious and progressive
solution of any human problem can and will come. This
20th century reli giOUS faith in Man is at the root of the
optimistic idealism of ecumenical circles today, expressed
by Van Dusen when be spoke of the World CouncU meet~
ing in New Delhi as "one of the very early events in the
second great Reformation of Christendom."
From such evolutionary and humanistic presuppositions
as prevail in the world today, and in the modernist circles
of the Protestant movement, the 16th century Reformation
may be considered a good and necessary thing for that day.
As the religious editor of T ime explained it, the decay and
corruption in the Medieval Church had gone so far that
some change had to come. Into that crisis the reformers
threw their "prophetic inSight" and then thcir message
struck fire and became a great religiOUS awakening. The
naturalistic explanation of the Protestant Reformation as
the work of man - of men with special genius in the area
of religion - is typical of the whole modern approach to
Biblical and church history. Such a view enables men to
speak of the World Council as one of the signs of a coming
"Second Reformation" in all Christendom.
This means that the old religion which suited our fathers
in 16th century Western Europe was good enough in its
day, but for our New Day of science, space conquest, and
marveUous discoveries in all areas of life, the Christian
Church must rise to an equally new and adventuresome
unity in order to maintain communications with the Modem
Age.
The true Protestant view of the 16th century Reforma
tion is not blind to modern man's achievements, nor are we
ungrateful for the insights of modern empirical science,
even in Bible study and theology. What wc do demand is
that Christians see the Protestant Reformation accurately
on theistic, Biblical presuppositions, and not on the natur
alistic premises of modem men whose god is no longer the
Jehovah God of Revelation, but an unknown and unknow
able "'first cause" whose ways are pure chance.
The Protestant Reformation, then, is to us the work of
God's sovereign grace in Providence. True, we cannot in
fallibly interpret either history or Providence in concrete
details, and we must ever beware of self-deception in at
tributing to our nation, our civillzation, our denomination,
or our circles, some special favor from God in history. ( [t
is said that a New England Puritan preacher once rejoiced
in his sermon because a Unitarian chapel had burned down
the week before, and was properly humiliated the following
weck when his own church caught fire and burned to the
ground.)
From the Biblc we can know, however, that God's gov

ernment of history is sovereign, particular, comprehensive,
and victorious. We can also know that as Cod guided the
destiny of his Gospel through the Old Testament Israel, so
in a similar fashion he today is governing the visible ehureh
to bring about his Kingdom in his own way and time.
From this divine revelation in the Bible, too, we know that
his election is sure, and that "all thin gs work together for
good to them that love God, to them who are the called
according to his purpose." Romans 8:28.
The Reformation was predominantly a return to the
Word of God, the Scriptures, and to a sharp, absolute dis
tinction between the Word of God and the traditions and
opinions of men and counci ls. Where did Luther and Calvin
and Knox: and the other reformers get their "prophetic in
sights" by which the desert of fonnalism in the Medieval
Roman Church was transfonned to abundant life? From a
renewed study of the Holy Scriptures, in a complete sub
mission to the Word of God as against the traditions of
men. In that Bible is the heavenly fire by which men are
able to call the church awake and to begin a new work of
Christian growth in the wicked world.
The Protestant Hefonnation, therefore, was not a mere
stage in the upward march of mankind through various
primitive stages of "insight" or "opinion," but a genuine
coming down of God's Spirit into history and into tbe
church of Jesus Christ, bringing revival and reform. The
Spirit of God speaking through the Scriptures with new
power explains the Protestant Reformation.
WHAT IS THE WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES?

The spirit of tlle Reformation was, "Buy the rrnth, and
sell it not." Separation was never desired nor sought by
the first rcionners, such as Martin Luther, but the persecut
ing hardness of heart on the part of Rome drove men into
a ehoice between Cod's Word and Rome's abominable er
rors. Thus the Protestant Refonnation was obliged to seek
a unity found in confessional agreement on the basis of the
Bible alone. How imperfectly the churches were able to
go forward by this high rule into visible oneness is sadly
manifest in Protestant denominational history, but the sneers
of Rome must never blind us to the glorious correctness of
the Protestant principle of the sale authority of the Scrip
hires. Our fai lure to go on to God's better unity according
to God's ordained method of church unity in no way proves
his method wrong. There is no other method. Any alter
native attempt to reach external unity apart from the Scrip 
hires as the sole authority for faith, for worship, and church
polity wi]] only lead the church into compromise with pagan
elements which constantly threaten the church in the
present evil world.
The World Council sets up this statement of faith,
J'he World Council of Churches i.s a fellowship of churches
wh ich confess the Lord Jesus as Savior according to the
Scriptures and therefore seek to fulfill together their com
mon calling to the glory of the one God, Father, SOrl and
Holy Spirit."
Time Magazine reported a curious incident at New Delhi.
\ -isser 'T Hooft, it seems, was under criticism from the Rus
sian Orthodox delegates because the older World Council
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statement of faith did not mention the Trinity. According
to Time, Visser 'T H ooft instantly picked up a hotel break
fast menu from the table and scribbled out the statement
of faith quoted above. Time actually quotes him as re
membering, "I took the breakfast menu and wrote out a
new formula." This is a mistake. At least a year before
the 1961 meeting the above statement, word for word, was
prepared by a World Council study group meeting in Eng
land or Scotland.
In Visser 'T Hooft's claim to have written extempore, on
a hotel menu card, the confession of faith for the whole
World Council fellowship, which includes now "over
300,000,000 Christians in 197 member churches in 90 coun
tries and territories," we see one of the most real perils of
this ecumenical movement.
What is the World Council of Churches? Visser 'T
Hooft was quoted by a reporter who interviewed him in
Japan in 1959 as follows: !be ecumenical movement is
designed to consolidate Protestant churches irrespective of
their denominations. There is a growing overture for thi:i
movement from the Catholics. The Catholic Church is now
planning a study on its break with Protestantism in the 16th
century in an effort to improve re1ations with non-Catholics
and eventually unify all Christians in the Church of Rome.'"
The 6nal statement of this report was so astonishing
that I thought Visser 'T I·looft must surely have been mis
quoted . My letter to the press taking issue with his quoted
remarks was not answered. H e did not correct himseU, so
the quotation must stand .
The World Council leaders are ever calling on us to
fulfill our Lord's great prayer, MTJw.t they all f/Uly be Qne: 03
thou, Father, art in me, anel l in thee, that tltey also mny
be one in us: that the world may believe that thou host sent
me." John 17:21.
In the context of that wonderful prayer, however, Jesus
makes a sharp disti nction between his church and the world.
The church is in the world, but not of it. The world hates
the church. They are not of the world, even as Jesus was
not of the world. "11}fay no! that thou shouldest take them
out of the world, but tlU/t thou shouldest keep them from
the evil. Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is
truth . .." John 17:15-17, etc.
The Protestant Heformation was a sincere and amazingly
successful attempt by Spirit-Slled Christians to separate the
church of Cluist from this present evil world. It was not
wholly successful. The Reformation was not perfect, but, to
the extent that the Word of God did take the supreme place
in the church's life and witness, the Church did separate
from this present evil world and drnw near to Christ the
Head.
The World Council, despite all its proud and holier
than-thou talk against the so-called "scandal of disunity,"
is a WORLD council. It is dravving closer and closer to
this pres(mt evil world. It is not effectively sanctified by
the Word of God .
The unity found in the World Council is a unity which
will not accept the Protestant authority of the Scripture as
1. English Mainichi, Osaka, Japan .

final. It is rather a deliberate attempt to find unity in accord
with the status quo in the apostate and deeply compromised
churches of the 20th century. Thus the World Council
offers not a true reformation of Christendom but a tragic
confonnity to the spirit of our times. It cannot lead to true
Christian unity. It will only lead into dreadful loss of evan·
gelical freedom. Through it the gangrene of modern skep·

ticism will eat deeper into the vitals of the church of our
day if its error is closely combined with the faith of loyal
members of the Body of Christ who enter this unholy union.
The Rcfonned Christian today needs to reject the World
Council of Churches and to revive the great Biblical
challenge of the 16th century.

BIBLE LESSONS

ON THE BOOK OF

REVELATION

As in the Bible outlines of the last season, each lesson wiU consist at two parts.
S0cietie8 that meet weekly can devote a whole evening to one part; those that
meet twice a month can study the two parts of each lesson in one evening.

by WILLIAM HENDRIKSEN

THE SEVEn lAmpSTAnDS: SARDIS
LESSON V - PART 1
And to the angel of the church In SMdl..r write: These things
.aith he that hath the .te061I Spirits of God, and the seven stlm:
I know dig worh, that thou hast a name that thou lioost, and
thou art dead.
Be thou watchful, and establ£lh tile th ings that remain,
which W6Te ready to die for I have found 110 worh of thine
perfected before my God.
Remember therefore how tlwu hast received and didst hear;
and keep it, and repent. If thercjore thou shalt not watch, I
will come a.t a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I wiU
come upon thee.
But thou hast a few name.t in Sardis that did not defile their
gamlents: and they shaU walk with me in white; for they are
worthy.
He that ()t;erCQmeth 6haU thin be QrTayed In white garments;
and I will In 110 wise blot h/.s name out of tlw book of life, and
I wiU confess h/.s nome before my Fatlwr, and before llis angels.
He that hath an ear, let hl'm hear wllat the Spirit $Oith ta
the churchc.r.
Rev. 3: 1-6

Read More Than Conquerors, pp. 90-92
A.

THE ADDRESS, verse 1a

And so we come to Sardis, about forty miles south-cast
of Thyatira. Twice its acropolis had been scaled and the
ci ty taken. Those who should have guarded it had slum·
hered instead. Their last thought before falling asleep had
been, "Sardis is impregnable." There had also been an
earthquake - again totaUy unexpectedl Ever since that day
the city had never recovered, though, strange to say, the
mhabitants had retained their smug complacency, as if no
o?'\iJ could ever befall Sardis.
•

oru •• -1 r D"un........

, _

CHRIST'S SELF-DESIGNATION, verse I b
SardiS was spiritually dead; hence, needed the life·
giving Spirit operating through the ministry of the Word.
Cf. Rev. 1:4, 16, 20.
B.

THE DENUNCIATION AND EXHORTATION, verses lc-3a
The citizens of Sardis and the members of its church
were alike in one respect : they were cursed with the sense
of false security: ''Thou hast a name that thou livest, but
thou art dead ." The citizens thought that their city was
safe. The church-members thought that their church was
alive. But the city was not really secure against human
enemies and phYSical catastrophics; and the church was not
really secure against Satan and his agents.
What this dead church must do, therefore, is become
fully awake. It must establish whatever of value is stilI
remaining. It must recall its early history - how it had re
ceived the Lord when the gospel had been first proclaimed
to it - and must look unto the rock whence it had been
hewn (see Is. 51:1).
C.

WARNING AND THREAT, verse 3b
If Sardis' church-membership fails to do this, its destruc·
tion will be as swift, sodden, and unexpected as had been

D.

that of their city.

Questions
PROMISE, verses 4 , 5
Not everyone in this church was spiritually dead. There 1. In connection with verse 1, w hy not just "the Spirit of
were exceptions, just a few names. These courageous ex
God" instead of "the seven Spirits of Gocl"?
ceptions were known by name to the Father in heaven.
2. Verse 2: "Establish the things that remain." Does this
These few who had kept their gannent of grace unspotted
mean that a live member must never separate llimself
here would by and by wear the white garment of glory.
fro m a dead church?
White indicates holiness, festivity, victory. When earthly
citizens die. their names are erased from the records. The 3. Verse 3: "Remember how tlwu hast received," etc. Is
the study of the history of your church or denomination
names of these spiritual conquerors will never be blotted
important? If so, w hy?
out. Christ himseU would acknowledge them as his very
own. He would do this before the Father and before his 4. Smyrna-Pergamum-Thyatira-Sardis. Do you see any
angels. Cf. Matt. 10:32; Luke 12:8, 9. Not only is it a great
trend here? W hat trend? Anything compamble t o it
privilege to be walking in heaven arrayed in wh ite, b ut
today? Can we do anything about it?
especially is this an honor, namely, that such victors will
5. Is everybody's name in t he book of Ute?
walk with Christ (note the words "with me" in verse 4)
6. Is there any connection between Matt. 10:32 and Rev.
in white, that is, in the closest possible fellowship with
3:5, last part of that verse?
Christ, and that forever and ever.
7. And is there any connection between Rev. 3:3, "1 wiU
come as a thief" and Matt. 25:1-13? What is tile im
r. CLOSING EXHORTATION, verse 6
portant practical lesson?
This has been discussed previously.

E.

THE SEVEn lAffiPSTAnDS: PHilADELPHIA
LESSON V -

PART 2

And 10 the angel of the chu rch in Ph iladelphia write; T hese
thing, saUh he that b holy, he tlwt b true he that hmll the
key of Daoid, he t hat operleth and none shan shut, and that
slJtlttelh (lnd none openeth:
I know thy work! (behold, 1 have Bet before thee a door
opened, which none can ,hUI), that t1wu ha.st a little power,
and didst keep my word, and didst not deny mv namt'.
Behold, I give of the "I/fUlgogue of Satan, of tllCffl t/1iU lily
they arc Jews, (1M they arc not, but do lie; behold, I will make
them to come and worship before thy feet, and to know that I
haoe loved thee.
Because thou didst keep the wcrrl of my patience, I (1180
will keep thee from lhe hour of trial, tho! hct.r whil;h b to oome
upon. the whole world, t(l try them that dwell u JWn the earth.
I come quickly: hold fast t hat which thou IUJSI, tlmt ti~ OtIC
take tll!J crown.
He that overcomethj l win make him a pillar in the temple
of my Q)d, and he ' IllU go out thence no more: and 1 wiU
write upon him the II(lme of my God , ami the IIlIme of tfle city
of my GOO, the new Jerusalem. which cometh down. om 01
heaven from my God, and mine own new IIlIme.
He that hath an e6r, let lIim hetJr what I1le Spirit ${lith to
the churches.
Rev. 3:7· 13

Read More T han Conquerors, pp. 92, 93
r _

THE ADDRESS, verse 14a

This city was located approximately thirty miles E.S.E.
of Sardis . Its church formed a striking contrast with that
Q: Sardis and with that of Laodicea. Not a single bad thing
is said about this congregation. In that respect it was like
s.myrna.
CHRIST'S SELF-DESIGNATION, verse 7
The Lord p resents himself here as the One who is holy
I&IKi true. He wiD therefore be able to expose the lies of
~ who say they are Jews b ut ace not (verse 9). He is
1
described as the One who holds the key of David, etc.
\"ben he opens none can shut; when he shuts none can
:!>

open (Is. 22:22; cf. Matt. 16: 19). For the church of Phila
delphia he has opened the door of gospeJ-opportunity, as
verse 8 states in so many words.
COMMENDATION O R PRAISE, verse 8
Christ knows that although this church had but little
power, did not include in its membership people of great
worldly fame, vast riches, or a high degree of culttue, and
was small in numbers, it had been loyal to his Word, and
in spite of being persecuted had not denied his name.
Eagerly it had seized its "open door," that is, its opportu
nity to proclaim the message of salvation, which had been
blessed by the operation of Cod's Spirit in the hearts of
the hearers.
C.

D.

EXHORTATION, verses 11, 13

The reason why this church had been so successful was
that it had received from the Lord the crown of everlasting
life, a gift which the true children of Cod receive in prin
ciple even here and now. That life implies peace, rejOicing.
assurance of salvation, eagerness to testify, etc. Let Phila
delp hia then hold fast this wreath by exerting itself to the
utmost in the work of the Lord.
The other exhortation, "He that hath an ear, let him
hear what the Spirit saith to the churches," has been dis
cussed earlier. To what has been said on this I now wish to
add the following: How wonderful must have been the ex
perience of this little band of Christians when, perhaps
gathered for worship on this or that Lord's Day, the lector
read this letter to them, a letter containing naught b ut

praise, promise, and encouragementl Suppose this great
Church Visitor should visit your church, would he be able
to say the same things which he said to the church of
Philadelphia? And if not, would that be, at least in part,
your fault? This is an excellent point for discussion. Yes.
and for self-examination!
E.

THE FOURFOLD PROMISE, verses 9, 10, and 12
1. Over the Jews this church will gain the most wonder·

ful victory of all (verse 9). Why do I can it that?
2. It will be kept safe through the hour of trial. This
is here represcnted as a reward for faithfulness (verse 10 ).
3. With respect both to their security and their beauty
these loyal members will be like earthquake-proof pillars
(verse 12a).
4. Christ will write upon them the name of his God,
and the name of the city of his Cod, and his own new name
(verse 12b ).

Ou"tions
1. Why was the city In which this church was located
called Philadelphia?
2. In connection with verse 8, "a door opened which none
can shut," how do you explain the fact that, after all,
Satan seems to be rather successful in shutting doors
(for example, in China, etc.)?
3. In connection with verse 9, what can we do to make
the world discover that "he [Christ] has loved us"?
4. In connection with verse 10, does this r'efer to a trial in
the days of tlte early church (first or second century
A.D.) Of" to the Gr'eat Tribulation ju.st before Christ's
second coming?
5. In contJection u-ith verse 11, how could Christ say to
the chuTch of Philadelphia, "[ come quickly," since even
now he has not yet returned?
6. WilY, in verse 12, were these words added, "And he shaU
go out thence no mOf"e"P
7. Wilat is meant by, "I write upon him . .. my new name"?

THE SEVEn LAmpSTAnOS: LAOOlCfA
LESSON VI -

PART 1

And IQ the angel at the church in Ltrodicea write: Thu l!
thing.! ,wIth the .o\men, the faithful and true witness, the be
ginning 01 the creation of God:
I know thy tVOr-?1 that thou (Jrt neither cold nor hot:
would thou wert COld or /wt.
S(J becowe tlwu art lukewarm, and neither /wI nor cold, I
will spew thee out of my mouth.
Becowe thou sayest, 1 am rich, and have gotten riche.t, and
have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou (J1t tlu:
wretched one and miserable and poot' (Jlld blind (Jnd naked:
I counae1 thee tf) ooy of me gold ~ned hy (ire, that tlwtl
nwyest become rich; and white garments, that thou mayest
clothe thlllell, and that the i hame of thy rwkedJl633 be not
fI'Ulds manifa; and eye.talve to anoint thine eyes, that thou
mayesl see.
M mony a.r I love, I reprove and chasten: be zeaJow there
line, and repent.
Behold, I srond at the door and knock: if any man hear mlf
0Qice ona open the door, I will come in to him, mill will sup
with him, and Ire with me.
H e that ouercometh, I will give to him to $it o:Wwn with me
in my throne, as I also overcame, (Jnd sat down with my Fath er
in h b throne.
He that hath an cor, let him hear what the S"irit saith to the
churche8.
Rev. 3:13-22

All of them are mentioned in the epistle to the Colossians.
They were Hierapolis, Laodicea, and Colossae (or simply
Colosse). These three were situated about one hundred
miles east of Ephesus, the city from which we started out
on our tour of the seven cities in which the seven churches
that are addressed in Rev. chapters 2 and 3 were located .
(2) The three cities were situated in the valley of the
river Lycus, near where it joins the Maeander River. A
simple sketch of their location would be as follows;

Read More Than ConqueroTs, pp. 93·97
For the sake of variation I shall use the space of this
Lesson for the simple purpose of drawing a descriptive
picture, as it were, of Laodicea. This picture will serve as
a kind of background for the study of verses 14-22. With
this background in mind, plus the explanation of the letter
given in my book More Than Conquuors, it should be easy
for each member of the Society to work out the answer to
the questions that will be presented at the end or the Out·
l;ne, and thus to see the important lessons which the Lord
l'ere teaches us.
Note, therefore, the following;
( 1) Laodicea was situated about fifty miles south-east
of Philadelphia. It was one of three neighboring cities .
.. ,, "rI
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Hierapolis and Laodicea were only six miles apart, with
the river Lycus between them. Eleven miles to the east
was Colossae, straddling the river.
(3) Laodicea was the junction-point of several impor.
tant highways. Roads naturally seek valleys to pass through.
One road would be taken by a person who wanted to travel
west, from Tarsus ( Paul's birthplace) to Ephesus. It passed
through such places as Derbe, Lystra, {conium, Pisidian
Antioch, Colossae and Laodicea, and thus down the Mae
ander Valley to Ephesus. Another highway ran south from
Pergamum and Thyatira and Sard is. Having passed through

Laodicea it led the traveler toward the regions of Pamphilia
and Pisidia. Now, a junction-point of travel means trade,
business, and, if the road-center is located in a fertile region,
it probably also means richcs.
( 4) Now the valley of the Lyeus was plagued by many
an earthquake. Earthquakes and volcanic eruptions spell
disaster. Nevertheless, volcanic ground is also fertile
ground. I t is generally excellent ground for grass and
\·egetation. And so it was in the Lycus valley. On its rich
meadows grazed great !locks of sheep, bringing riches to
the manufacturers of garments.
(5) This was all the more tme because of one other
characteristic of the Lycus valley. Its waters were im
pregnated with chalky deposits. Now, although these chalk
fonnations rendered parls of the soil barren, the chalky
waters were, nevertheless, just right for the purpose of
dyeing cloth. Hence, the garment industry flourished here.
(6) Such rich country naturally attracted many Jews.
i\'l any years before this, Antiochus the Great had trans
ported two thousand Jewish famili es from Babylonia and
Mesopotamia to this general region . These Jews had pros
pered and had informed their relatives, with the result that
many other Jews had come to this valley of their own ac
cord. And the Jews understood the art of making a pros
perous valley even more prosperous. Hence, the Laodiceans
- including the church-members -were rich, and they knew
it! They were boasters.
Now, in the light of all that has been said so far, please
read verses 17 and 18.
(7 ) In a volcanic area you will not be surprised to find
many chasms in the ground. Out of these chasms arise
vapors and springs. These springs supposedly had healing
power. H ence, neighboring Hierapolis became a famous

spa . People gathered by the thousands to the springs of
this valley in order to bathe in them and drink their water.
A school of medicine was, for the same reason, established
in Laodicea. Pagan gods of healing were worshipped. The
school, moreover, provided a medicine fOT the cars, and
another for the eyes, a kind of salve or, according to others,
powder. Read verse 18: "and eyesnlve to anoint thine eyes
that thou mayest see."
(8) Some of the springs produced water that was hot.
Others produced cold water. The heat of the sun would
warm this until it became lukewarm, not very pleasant to
the taste. Now read verses 15 and 16.
(9) In course of time, due to various circumstances,
two of these three neighboring cities began to lose some of
their greatness. This was particularly true of Colossae. But
Laodicea remained for a long time a very important center
of trade and commerce, also a political metropolis. It left
the other cities far behind. Yes, Laorucea was rich ... that
is, in earthly goods, but desperately poor in heavenly real
ities. H ence, this letter, so full of rebuke. , . and tender
admonition!
Questions

1. Why does Christ describe himself as he does in verse U?
2, Why is lukewarmness such a terrible sin?
3, Are some churches luketoom&? If so, what can be done
about that deplorable situation?
4, In verse 18 what is meant by "gold,"" "white garments;
and "eye-salve"?
5. Read verse 16, "[ will spew thee out of my mouth," Then
verse 19, "As many as [ love 1 reprove and chasten." Did
Christ hate these people or did he love them?
6. In verse 20 who opens the door: God or man?
7. Explain the meaning of the promise in verse 21.

THE SfVfn lAmpSTAnOS: REVIEW
LESSON VI -

PART 2

Read More Than Conquerors, pp. 97, 98
By way of Summary note the followin g:
(1) In our trip which took us from Ephesus, as a start
ing-poi nt, via Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Phila
delphia, and Laodicea, and so back to Ephesus again, we
have covered at least 350 miles.
(2) It is not true that each church represents a definite
period of church-history, so that, for example, the chu rch
of Ephesus would indicate the first century of Church His
tory, Smyrna the next century or the next two or three cen
turies, Pergamum the next period, etc. That interpretation
leads to aU kinds of fanciful speculations and should be
completely abandoned.
(3) It is true, nevertheless, that the number seven is
significant. It indicates a full, round number, completion.
Also, gcographically thesc seven churches were so located
that they comprise a more or less imperfect travel-circle.
Then, too, the seven were centrally located, with ever so

many churches to the east of them (for example, in eastern
Asia Minor and Syria ), and ever so many to the west of
them (for example. in Macedonia, Greece, and Italy). They
may therefore be regarded as typical of the Church Mili
lant of the entire New Testament period, from the nrst
coming of Christ to the second. And in this connection no
church was probably more truly representative of the aver
flge congregation in John's day than the one mentioned Srst,
namely, that of Ephesus; and none surely suits the picture
of Christendom as it will manifest itseU in the period im
mediately preceding Christ's second coming (d. Luke
17:22-37) as well as does that of Laodicea, mentioned last.
The seven churches, moreover, represent every type of
church, from the very best ( think of Smyrna and Phila
delphia ) to the very worst (think of Sardis and Laodice.'l.),
with Epheslls, Pergamum, and Thyatira somewhere in be·
tween.
( 4 ) The temptation to deny the Christ came from three
directions: a. the sword (any fonn of physical persecution ),

aimed to destroy the body of the believer; b. the lie
(pagan religion and philosophy) , striving to poison his
mind; and c. 1.DOTldly pleasures, purposing to entice his very
heart and to enslave his will.
(5) The great question for each church - and also
for each church-member - remains, "Am I a true light
bearer, a loyal witness for Christ?"
Questions
1. What do you remember about the letter to the church

2. What do you remember
of Smymai'
3. What do you remember
0/ Pergamum?
4. What do you remember
of l'hyatira?
5. What do you remember
of Philadelphia?
6. What do you remember
of Sardis?
7. What do you remember

about the letter to the church
about the letter to the church
about the letter to the church
about the letter to the church
about the letter to the c1lUrch
about the letter to the cllurch

of Laodicea?

0/ Ephesu3?

THE READER WRITES

7)t4~ ~ ~(W.

629 So. 198th
Seattle 88, Wash.

Mr. John J. Byker's article, "Something For Nothing" is
onc of the most skillful pieces of biased propaganda I have
yet encountered. The author begins his article with the
undeniable truism that "evil men" have used the desire to
get something for nothing to gain power and he then pro
ceeds through a series of the most illogical steps based upon
the most inadequate proofs to conclude that the federal
government is deliberately planning totalitarian control
over our lives. His logic seems to run as follows: Evil men
have promised something for nothing to gain power. Gov
ernment welfare programs are something for nothing.
Therefore government welfare programs are evil and aimed
at totalitarian power.
The first statement is true - although good men have
also promised and given something for nothing just be
cause they are good. There is also an element of truth in
the second statement since some who pay less taxes than
others get more benefits. And undoubtedly some of the
welfare programs demanded by some people out of taxes
on the rich are unwise, unfair and motivated by the wish
to get something for nothing. But, to use a bit of Mr.
Byker's reasoning, I doubt that any "thinking person" ques
tions the fairness of graduated taxes to provide such basic
elements of civilization as decent economic security, med
ical care and education or that such programs are gen
erally motivated by a desire to "do unto others as you
would have them do unto you."
Therefore government welfare programs are not neces
sarily evil meaDS to an evil end. If Mr. Byker has read Mr.
Palmer's article in the same issue of TORCH AND TRUMPET,
he must recognize that not all "thinking people" accept the
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premise that excessive control automatically follows the
collection and disbursement of revenue. Mr. Dyker fails to
distinguish between degrees of control and fails to rec
ognize that limited regulation by a government responsive
to the peopJe is signi6cantly different from unlimited con
trol by a government unresponsive to the people.
I would remind Mr. Byker that never in the history of
the U.S. was there more overt greed or a greater desire to
get "something for nothing" than during that period of un
regulated economic activity between 1870 and 1900 when
the worker, the small businessman and the public domain
were criminally exploited on the principle of the survival of
the fittest. A limited degree of government control and
welfare as well as a vastly expanded program of charity to
promote the decency be6tting all men created in the image
of God and blessed with his common grace seems to be
worthy of the support of all Christians.
The evidence Mr. Byker presents to support his premises
is sketchy and questionable. For example, which controls
of the medical care bill are excessive? What is the source
of information for his conclusions regarding British medical
service? What specific controls are suggested in "A Federal
Education Agency for the Future"? What did the Maiority
Report on HR 7904 say?
The serious charges brought by Mr. Byker against in
dividuals, agencies and policies of our government require
more careful documentation than Mr. Byker has provided.
Sincerely yours,
RONALD M. LEI SfRA
REPLY BY REV. J. BYKER

Thanks for the opportunity given to answer Mr. Leistra's
response to my article in the March issue of TORCH AND
TRUMPET, "Something for Nothing."
Through the course of the past few years I have often

met the reaction that Mr. Leistra expresses and am not
surprised. I thank the brother for his reaction and am
flattered by his speaking of my article as "one of the most
skillful," even if "biased." This ahnost makes me want to
write again. The correspondent calls me biased - I am.
So is he.
Our objector seeks to defend "state welfarism," socialism
or any other system providing "decent economic security."
Who determines what is decent economic security? The
state? And may the state determine that for everyone, and
if so, by what standard? What qualifications does the state
have to perform this function? If the state does so deter
mine, we are slavesl It would be a marvelous thing if the
state ever operated in its welfare programs from the motiva
tion of "do unto others as you would have them do unto
you.... However, this certainly flies in the face of history,
and even the history of our land in the last thirty years.
I know of no example, nor do I believe our correspondent
knows of an example in history, whereby means of collec
tion of revenue and distribution of the same for regulation
or adjusbnent in an economy did not lead to excessive con
trol. It is not that I fail to distinguish between degrees of
control. My contention is that all absolute control starts
by degrees. I further believe that we are witnessing the
buildup of such conh"ols at the present time. It moves by
degrees from the responsive to the unresponsive control.
I shall not seek to defend abuses which have existed in
the past, say in the 1870's to the 1900's, but the same ex
ploitation takes place openly today on the part of Jabor
unions. Government winks at these abuses. Are we there
fore better off because someone else does the exploiting?

A
In Den Beginne
by HELMUTH FREY
Exposilion of Gene.'s I-XI. Trandliled from lhe
German by Rev. H. A. Wiersenga. Wever, Fr,,
neke', 18B pages.

Whereas formerly the first three chap
ters of Genesis were particularly the object
of special consideratbn (see the monumen
tal work of Dr. Aalders), it has come to
the reviewer's attention that this is now
extended to the first cleven chapters. The
reason for this is not altogether clear to him.
The popularity of this exposition is at
tested by the fact that this volume is the
sixth printing, and is now being translated
so that its influence may be extended be
yond Germany.
What is the strength of this book? To
what must its popularity be ascribed? It
deals with Creation, the Fall, Cain and Abel,
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Very few are the workers who today are free to join or not
to join, pay dues or not pay dues, partiCipate in welfare
programs or not. PeopJe may be better fed or clothed, but
that is not the issue. Slaves may be well fed and clothed
but they are slaves whose "welfare is determined and may
be arbitrarily suspended." To me this is the issue. We
cannot be fed from the udders of government and hope to
remain free.
I fail to see how the government received or is qualified
to fulfill the prerogative of charity programs and decency
programs which befits all men. Mr. Leistra's pIca for a
government nursemaid reminds me of the Frenchman who
watched as the German army raced over his homeland and
remarked, "Our problem is that we looked up to the gov
ernment of France as a milk cow to be milked rather than
a watchdog to be chained." That, Mr. Editor, is my con
viction concerning "state welfarism_" Government is
marvelous and necessary, like fire when controlled and
when it serves, but not when it by degrees or otherwise
controls, shows favoritism, ignores the Constitution, etc.
It is the duty of the citizens to see that government serves
rather than controls. That is my task and Mr. Leistra's task.
Today it is high time that we pay attention to that duty so
that those who follow may have opportunity to live, develop
and worship ... not only drink.
R",pectfully,
REV. JOHN J. BYKER

P.S. If Mr. Leistra is genuinely interested in documenta
tion I shall be glad to supply the sources. All it will
cost is a three cent "government" postcard.

AT
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the Flood, and the Tower of Babel and its
consequences. The material is systematized
into three divirsions of each chapter: ( 1 )
translation and exposition of the text; (2)
"thcologische \)ezinning," which places the
material in the framework of our modern
history wilh its burning questions; and (3)
the biblical perspectives which endeavor to
show how the results obtained from (1) and
(2) £t in the totality of the biblical revela
tion. The author shows a certain brilliance
which makes also this part of Scripture rcl~
evant to the modern age. His exposition of
the Tower of Babel is especially fascinating
in view of the seething of the nations today.
Frey correctly contends that to seek the
chief n:ason for Babel in the confusion of
tongues devaluates its meaning. The mean
ing lies much deeper.
Why this book? Frey is impressed with a

definite need in the church which he tries to
meet. According to the author it is "clear
as day" that there is an awakening in the
churches that they can no longer be edified
hy the exposition of texts treated in isola
tion. The church wants the biblical material
presented in its interrelatedness; she wants
10 see the troth of Scripture as one grand
unity and thus attain unto a unified world
and life view. And, secondly, our age is
becoming increasingly conscious that the
Lord is God, a God who claims man for
himself in the totality of his existential situ
ation.
Frey's book gives rise to a number of se
rious questions. For instance, is it true that
there is a "clear as day" awakening in the
churches regarding the unity of biblical
truth? It may be true in Germany, but
this reviewer is not at all ready to subscribe

to the fact that such an awakening prevails
in the church in the United States. More
over, does the history of theological scicnce
bear out that it has been deficient in thc
appreciation of this unity? It E: possib le of
course that the preachers have not always
maintained a perfect halance in preaching.
But does not the science of Biblical Theol
ogy concern itself with th ias very thing?
Also, tha t God is concerned with man in
the totality of bis existential situation, tha t
the Lord is Cod - which is but another way
of saying that God is a sovereign God - has
not just that been the heart of Calvinism?
Then , too, Frey's views of tlle inspiration
of Scripture give rise to serious misgiv
ings. Not once is Moses credited with th e
authorship of Genesis. Frey is evidently un
acquainted with the idea of organi.c inspi ra
tion. Mechanical inspiration, yes, which is
the n all but ridiculed. Says he, "For many
the Bible loses its value when it is discov
ered that parts of it originated out of the
heathen saga from the 'ocrwereld'." It all
must be, so they think, "directly d ictated
to the writer with pen in h and, or literally
spoken into his ear 10 be regarded as di
vinely inspired holy Scripture, if it is to
have the value of revelation," p. 37 (trans
lation mine, C .H. ).
TIlen follows Ills own view. H e sees that
God through the ages molds t he images
and conceptions of all nations, h ow the
various peoples imagine th e Deity and the
origin of the world. These concepu impreg
nate one another and thus Israel was im
pregnated by the Egyptian, Arabtm, Baby
lonian, Phoenician and Persian religious
ideas_ But the Old T estament saiuu knew
themselves to be related to a personal God;
were conscious of their own capacity t o sift
and select and diKerentiate, and thus ac
C(lpted what they deemed acceptable aud
rejected what they deemed worthless. The
p rocess is similar to the process of re fine
ment in a crucible. The whole mass is
mdted, the dross is separated from the
true metal and discarded. In such a man
ner Israel gathered the sparks, b rought them
into focus undcr one lens, bound them to
geth cr as illumined by God and so gave it
back to the nations. On th at basias how
anyone can believe in verbal inspiration is
difficult to see. Frey hoMs to II. composite
authorship and does not hesitate to accept
contrad ictions betwccn the various d ocu
ments.
In conclusion, this writer cannot enthu
siastically endorse Frey's method. When one
reads on the flap that t he au thor does not
indulge in "inleglrunde" or b iblical criticism
or in the popular "vermythologisering," b ut
as a convinced believer only listcns to thc
powerful language of the Sp irit, The Divine
" Inspirator" of Scripture, one cannot help
but wonder how far we aod our Dutch th e
ologians are apart in our views on the
au thority and the inspiration of Holy Writ.
C. HUiSSE N

The Holy Spirit, His Gifts a nd Power
by JOHN OWEN

Kregel P"blialionl. Gr.nd R.pids 6, Mich. 356
pageL Price $3.95

This is an abridgment of some of the most
important of the writings of John Owen, th e
famous th eologian, who was a contemporary
of John Bunyan and Hichard Baxter. This
volu me is a n abridgmcnt of books I-IV of
Owcn's "Discourse Concerning the Holy
Spirit." Thc editor, George Burder, has not
given an epitome of books V and VI of the
above named work. He has, however, in
cluded in this volume a compendium of
Owen's "D iscourse of the Work of tIle Holy
Spirit in Prayer" and of his "Discourse ou
the Holy Spirit as a Com forte r.~
It is only natural that an earnest scholar
will hardly consider this vo lumc a sufficient
source-book when he wishes to acquaint
himself with Owcn's ideas concerning the
Holy Spirit and his work. He will much
rather take the troub le of wading through
the prolix writings of Owen on this impor_
tant subject. We Olay say, however, that
Georgc Burder has pcrfonned a good service
for a great h ost of Christ.ian~, who find that
Owen's books are too verbose and too dif
ficult to command their attention. Hc h as
presented them with a volume which faith
fully reproduces Owen's th oughts in com
paratively few words and in language wh ich
thc ordinary man can readily grasp. So this
volume can aid ma ny to gain a fuller ap
preciation of t he work of the Holy Spirit,
which is iotimately related to the well-being
of God's people.
H ERMAN KUlPER

New Testament Survey
L>y MERRILL C. TENNEY
Wm. B. Eerdmanl Publi.hin" Co., Grand Rapid.,
Michigan. 464 pagal. Price $5.95.

Merrill C. Te nncy is Dean of the Gradu
ate School of Theology, Wheaton College,
Wheaton, Illinois. He is the au thor of

several volumes in the New T estament Geld,
and has established himself as a competent
and reliable authority in this particular area
of theological research. His theological out
look Is conservative and evangelical.
This book is a survey, not a commentary.
It Is a rcvised and enlarged edition of a
volu me entit led 'The New Testamcnt: An
H istorical a nd Analytical Survey" and, as
such , it presents a comprehensive survey of
the New T estament world and message,
with due attention being given to such new
discoveries as the Dead Sea Scrolls and to
" the shift of scholarly opinion on the prob
lems of tllC New Testament." Numcrous
p ictorial illustra tions have been included to
make the book more a ttractive a nd in
structive.
One finds in this volume a coillpact yc t
extensive analysis of the background, con
te nt, a nd significance of each of the New
Testament books, as well as of the New
Testament as a un it. Because of the scope
and purl>OSe of the book, the discussion on
some subjects, such as Jud aism and the
Synoptic Problem, is brief. But it is always
enligh tening. Furthermore, wherever the
discussion is limited the au thor supp lies
valuable refcrences as a guide to further in
vcstiga tion. The entire volume is character
ized by wealth of information, commcndable
organization, and pleasing presenta tion.
This is an excellcnt book. It is scholarly,
wcll-written, IlOd exhi.biu an inspiring spirit
of sympathy and reverence for the inspired
Word of Cod. One suggestion might be in
place. In general the themes and outlines
of the various New Testament books are
very helpful, but in a few instances the
thcm es arc not sufficiently revelatory of the
content. Such themes as lhe Personal
Epistle" ( Philippians) and "The Farewell
Message" (li Timothy) hardly do justice to
the books in question.
Ministers, teachers, and Bible students of

N EWI
THE HOME FRO NT OF
J EWISH MISSIONS
by ALBERT HUISJEN
There has long been e need fo r
a bask book on the principles,
motivation, and methods of mis
sio ns a nd evangelism among
those of Jew ish faith. Here is a
new book from the mind a nd
pen of one w ho knows the mind
and personality of the Jew as
few others do. Th is is born of
more than 30 years of living and
laboring among the J ews in
Chicago.
Just Published I
A BAKER BOOK HOUSE
PUBLICATION
At All Booksellers

$3.95
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all kinds will lind this book very stimulating
and helpful. An extensive bibliography and
index enhance its usefulness. Both author'
and publisher are to be highly commcndt."<l
for the appeamnce of this volume.
GEORGE GRITTER

Man's Peace, God's Glory
by ERIC S. FIFE
Inle.-Ve"ily Pre " , Chicago, 1961. 144 pp. , clOlh,
$3.50, ~per, $1.95.

The Missionary Director of the Inter
Varsity Christian F ellowship is speaking in
this book as II pastor to the men and women
who work in missions under his directorship,
and to the larger audience of all Christians
interested in knowing what is expected of a
missionary today.
Mr. Fife makes an impressive plea for tlle
centrality of Cod iD missions: the mission
program is the developmeDt of God's eternal
pwpose, centering in Christ and involving
His redeemed people. Motivations for mis
sionary service are equally God-centered :
concern for the glory of God, the love of
God, the fear of God, and love for man,
because he is God's creature.
Further chapters on missionary quali6ca
tions stress the need for spiritual depth
rather than technical breadth, and d iscus·
sioQS of Missions and Praycr, and Missiolls
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and Giving focus attention on the motive
and attitude of the missionary.
This book is not a classic as was Dr.
Brown's T he Foreign Mis5ionary, but it is a
stimulating and rewarding hour of reading
and re-reading for all who labor in the
Kingdom, a guide for self-examination, a
pastornl letter of stimulation for those con
sidering full-time servce in the Kingdom,
required reading for seminary students, mis
sionary candidates, and those challenged to
missionary service.
EDWARD VAN BAAK

A Bel iever's Life of Christ
by JO HN C. RANK IN
W. A Wilde Co., 1900. Nalick, Mass. 210 peg'"'.
$3.50.

At first blush the title of this book .seem,
strange. One would expect a treatise on
the believer's life in Christ rather than uf
Christ. But the author explains his choice
in his PREFACE. H e wishes to d istinguish
his work from the many "lives" written by
scllolars of the liberal school. Also he takes
pride in standi ng solidly in the tradition of
his father and grandfather; both ministers,
and ", .. in memory of their Sdelity to the
Word of God and tile historic ChmUall
faith."
The hook is well written. It is not just a
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dry rehash of historical d ata. Rankin knows
his facts, is faithful to the Word, and his
hook breathes a spirit of healthy piety. It
could be dassUled as devotional literature
as well as historical. That is an art; it is the
strength of this volume. Whether it adds
anything particularly ncw to theological
science is doubtful.
I n a couple of instances this reviewer must
place a question mark. For instance, what
is the authority for the datcment that John
had remained behind with Jesus in the en
counter with the Samaritan woman (p. 37) ?
The record does not indicate it. Also it is
a bit procarious for a historian to speak as
positively as Rankin d oes on page 51.
Speaking of the call of the four disciples,
Peter and Andrew, and J ames and John, we
read, "We may well believe that they were
by no means unprepared. Doubtleu [italics
mi ne, C.H.] they had been forewarned that
the call would come." It is a bit dangerous
to speak so positively on matters of COIl
jecture.
But Rankin has written a good book.
Anyone assimilating the facts here presented
and absorbing the spirit of devotion exuding
from it, will find the reading of it a re
warding experience.
C, H UISSEN
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