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ON THE NEGLECT OF CHURCH DISCIPLINE

All but two of the writers listed above are more or less regular
contributors to T ORCII A..'W TRU!I.(PET. ' nlese two are Dr. Louis
Pra..1msma and Prof. Martin Monsma. Dr. I'raamsma is the pastor of
the First Christian Refonned Church of Toronto, Ontario, Canada.
He emigrated from the Netherlnnds in 1958 where he was known as
006 of the leading scholan in de Gerefonneerde Kcrken and an
authority in Church History, particulady the life and labors of
Johu Calvin. He was injured severely in an automobile accident
more than a year ago, while servi ng on the synodical committee on
Infallibility, but ilopes to resume his congregational labors in the
near future. His promise to write two articles for this magazine on
the Belgic Confession, made before his accident, was fulfilled though
t it.
we did not d.1re to e~pc

<'There is a strange pervenion in these modern days in tIle
practice of the Church. We are exhorted to preach the gospel
urgently to the lost outside the church, to be greatly burdened for
souls, to be instant in season and out of season; yet when we have
those souls inside the four walls we can appart:ntly neglect them or
e.~rcis
no restraining inHuenee oller them. T hey may embrace
every wind of heresy and blasl)hemy, harbor every shadow of false
idea, but we are totally unconccrned with their spiritual state,
because we refuse to employ discipline. There is no real though t
that those who have been brought in should grow in the truth, and
that they should be shepherded and guarded. And it is strange that
those most insistent in this attitude are loudest in their protestations
of their adherence to the Word of God. It is sad that those who
today want to be known as evangelicals all too often decry or shrink
from exercising discipline .. . If Christ has given to the church a
government ~ and this implies discipline  tllen it is our duty to
~ecu
t e that government; and if further he has explicitly instituted
discipline, we must undertake this solemn task ..."

Rev. Martin Monsma is professor of Practical Theology at Calvin
Seminary in Grand Hapids, Michigan, and an acknowledged authority
on Church Polity. He has written many articles on the subject and
is coauthor with Rev. Idzcrd Van Dellen of The Clwrch OrYkr
CommentanJ.

R. D. Eagerson, M.A., Dip. Ed. in Bille Banner Faith and Life

"The only theology that the Bible knows i.s the Reformed faith."  DR. JAMFS I. PAcn:R
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1906 = 1961
by HENRY J. KUIPER

N TH URSDAY MORNING, September 28, we heard

O that Prof. Henry Van Til had suffered a heart
attack while in his office at Calvin College. A little while
R.

later we were shocked to learn that he passed away on the
way to Butterworth Hospital. The brother had been troubled with a heart condition for some time but he remained
active and busy till the time of his death at the age of 54.
OUf deepest sympathy goes out to the bereaved family to
which he was very dear and which was precious to him his wife Elizabeth and seven children.
The funeral services were held in the Sherman Street
Christian Reformed Church on Saturday. The family's pastor, Rev. John A. Mulder, was in charge. Mter words of
tribute had been spoken by Rev. Dr. Alexander De Jong the pastor of many of the deceased's relatives, including his
father, in the Second Church of Highland, Indiana  the
Rev. Mr. Mulder spoke fitting words of oomfort and admonition on Philippians 3:20, 21 before a large audience of
professors, students, ministers, relatives, and other sympathizers. A memorial service was held on the followin g
Monday in Calvin College Chapel where Dr. John H. Bratt
spoke on Job 33:13, stressing t.he fact that the brother's
death in the prime of life defies explanation and calls for
resting in the sovereign will of God and accepting this loss
in faith as imbedded in the wisdom and goodness of God.
Henry R. Van Til was born in Griffith, Indiana, in 1906.
He studied at Calvin College where he obtained his A.B.
degree in 1934. He then studied theology at Weshnlnster
Theological Seminary for two years, completed the course
at Calvin Seminary a year later, and returned to Westminster where he received the degree of master of theology.
He was ordained in 1940 and became pastor of the Christian Reformed Church of Sumas, Washington, which he
served for three years. In 1943 he felt called to become
chaplain in the armed forces of the United States in which
capacity he served for three years . After the war he spen t
a short time in study at the University of Chicago and then
went to the Free University of Amsterdam where he was
engaged for about 15 months in furth er postgraduate study
of theology and philosophy after which he returned to the
States.
In 1946 Rev. Van Til was appOinted associate professor
of Bible at Calvin College where he labored diligently till
the very day of his death. He took a lively interest and an
active part in the work of various religious organiz.ltions.
He served as presidcnt of the Calvinistic Culture AssociaTORCH and TRUMPET, November, 1961

tion in 1955 and acted as vice president of the Evangelical
i\Hnisterial Union of Grand Rapids. He was one of the
charter members of the Reformed Fellowship, Inc., served
as member of its Board until his death and as editor of the
book review department of its magazine, TOIICH AND TnIDiPET. He contributed many articles to it over the past ten
years, and probably has done more for the paper than
anyone else. Tn 1959 he completed a scholarly book entitled The Calvinistic Concept of Culture, which has re·
ceived considerable favorable attention in many periodicals.
Our association with Prof. Van Til dates from the time
we became managing editor of TORCH Al\'D Tnm.1".pt.'T about
five years ago . We learned to h."TlOW him as a conSistent, enthusiastic Calvinist and an ardent lover of the Reformed
faith. He was too aggressive and TOughhewn to be well
liked by those who regard urbanity and tact as supreme
virtues. To be able lo apprecia te "Hank" Van Til one had
to know him well and d.iscover in him stich rugged attributes as religious zeal, a warm love for Christ and his·
three

ClIc::ch.

an.:. C'Ol?~e
~1:itOl

to tbe tru!!: of ~e

Scrip-

We are pleased to be able to publish an abridgment
which Dr. ;\lexander De Jong sent us, at our request, of hi s
stirring message at the funeral service. But the printed
"'ords that follow cannot convey the dcep impression which
the spoken words and the touching, intimate manner in
which they were delivered made on those present.

~n

2flRcnwrimn
by ALEXANDER DE lONG

~T

HE LORD is the strength of my life, of whom shall I
be afraid? Wait for the Lord. Be strong and let thy
heart take courage; Yea, wait thou for the Lord." These
words of the Psalmist are the words which a devout father,
an earnest teacher, and a loyal friend would desire to have
spoken about his life. To bring a tribute in memory of
Professor Van Til is to speak about God and his gift
through this man to the Christian community. For to speak
about the achievements of a man, to enshrine his memory
in our lives, would be a betrayal of everything for which
this man lived while he worked in the Church of Christ.
Professor Van Til was a man of God; that is, a man
saved by the grace of God in Christ, a man claimed by God
for total service. The meat and drink of his life was to
honor, serve, love and worship the God of his salvation . He
loved to speak of himself as a Calvinist, as a person oriented
in the direction of God's praise and glory.
As a Calvinist he functioned as the head of his home. A
dear wife and seven children lived in the presence of a
Godclaimed man. On the day of his entrance into the rest
of eternity one of his daughters received a letter from her
father. She had written him about the unique problems
common to young Christians. The fathers reply was filled
with the words of God: "Cast your cares upon the Lord . . .
In nothing be anxious ... with all prayer and supplication
make your requests known unto God ... the peace of God
shall guard your heart ..." As father he was a man of God.
With strength and understanding he brought the inscripturated words of God into the lives of his children.
The Godcalled and Godclaimed character of his life
finds expression in a book he wrote. In the preface to The
CaZoinistic Concept of Culture he wrote, "I thank my God
for his gracious providence and his tender mercies, which
have been new every morning, for energy and delight in
labor to do the work which was involved . I thank God that
he has called me to labor in his Kingdom and by his grace
to serve him day by day as he gives me strength . CARPE
DIEM ... CORAM DEO ... PHO RECE." So he revealed
the unique spirit of his life, the hidden drive of his vital
personality. Carpe diem, that is, take the present opportunity. Coram Dca, that is, in the presence of God. Pro Rege,

four

Ie: the lli;. He \\".3..5 a r:;~
of God U\ing consciousin the presence of God, and strhing to seize each
day's opportunities for the honor of his King.
Comfort fo r his dear wife and seven children, for his
colleagues at Calvin College, for his many loyal relatives
and friends is found as they c..1.tch something of this spirit.
In this situation the gracious Sovereign of heaven and earth
meets us where we are. By his saving power he takes uS
into the service of his worldwide program of salvation
unto the glory of his grace. In the family's startled sorrow,
in the church's painful Joss, the gracious Sovereign will
bind up the wounds and help transmute this hard experience into an occasion for greater glory to God's matchless love in Jesus Christ. The Lord is the strength of our
lives .
God claimed Professor Van Til early in life. Born into
a godly family, deeply committed to a &'Tacious covenant
God, this man of God grew up as a son of the soil. Life's
hard and heavy pressures helped form a strong, vital, intense personality. Early in life he was e:l.:posed to wind and
rain, heat and cold. Thus God formed a rugged spirit
under the disciplines of poverty, hard work, and unbending devotion to the will of God. Early in his life there W:lS
kindled an inextinguishable flame for service in God's
Kingdom. Dming these years Van Til worked hard, long
hours. His environment contained nothing mild, gentle, or
easy. Renting a truck for a dollar a day, he transported
p roduce to the markets of Chicago. He worked hard in
the fast currents of economic greed, buffeted on every side
b y fi erce competition, coarse and brutal language. H is
early years were lived with intensity, selfassertion, strength,
mggedness, vitality, and dominance. Then God claimed
this man, formed in such surroundings, for service in his
Church and Kingdom. God brought into the service of his
Church in the life of Professor Van Til the qualities ~f
rugged individuality, passionate affirmation, intense drive
and boundless energy.
For this grace of God Henry R. Van Til remained
profoundly, intensely thankful all his life. With d evotion
he consumed the energies of his life as father, pastor,
chaplain, teacher. He died as he lived, eagerly active in
the service of his gracious, sovereign God. He reHected in
his life the spirit of which he wrote on page 56 of his
book  "The claim that God puts upon his people makes
them peculiar in the sight of the world, for God's sovereignty is the rule of his will in their hearts, so that they
are motivated by an unseen power and radically reoriented
in their whole being. They have taken aboard their ship of
life a new Pilot, Jesus Christ as Lord, who is steering their
course by the lodestar of God's Word, to the praise of the
glory of his grace."
He was a preacher and a pastor at Sumas, Washington,
for three years . As God's fri end and the hiend of God's
common people, this man of Cod lived intensely, vitally,
eagerly serving. He tried to seize every opportunity cvery
day and use these for the greater glory of God. When the
pressures of divine providence, moving through all the
complex factors of human history, brought a war, this man
::....,.: :So

:~.
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h:.s ~.
m t:n to \1i"U_ He left his voife and
God clai:ned
for senice. The Lord's young
people in the armed senices needed the W ord of God, the
ministry of the gospel. And H enry R. Van Til threw the
\itality of his life into that service for his nation under
God.
In 1946 the Christian Reformed Chwch called him to
teach at Calvin College. Into the academic community he
brought the unique qualities of his life. W ith selfless
abandon he and his wife opened their hearts and homes to
many students. Countless numbers there received love
and help from a Godsaved and Godclaimed man. He
carried courage, intensity, and forthrightness into his classroom. It was hard for him to be dispassionate, objective,
reserved in opinion, qualified in expression. He tried, but
these were not the innate qualities formed early in his life.
He spoke with passionate affirmation. He spoke openly,
honestly, unreservedly. He felt compelled to speak in this
way. He could and would hide nothing. He was Coram
Deo, in the presence of God.
Some disliked his forthrightness, for at times it would
annoy. Some did not tmderstand him and thought him
overbearing and intransigent. But this man of God knew
himself. He knew he was a sinner, imperfect and ever
needful of Cod's purifying Spirit. He said, "Let no one
.s;;aw

~-_

ru:n

roocluCe from the sometimes passionate aEirrnation of
certain p ropositions that I consider my definition of Calvinistic culhlre d efinitive and conclusive." H e spoke with
irritating forthrightness, complete openness; but underneath
he was open to criticism, eager to reach better understanding of the will of that great God who had claimed his
life. He was on the move in Christ's cause, intensely eager
to serve him who is the Truth.
Henry R. Van Til was a man of God. He was claimed
by saving love to be a servant. This man, a complex
product of home, cultural community, academic environment, pastoral involvement, was at bottom, at top, all
around a man of God . And now Cod claims him for newer,
greater, perfect service with his intensity and vitality made
perfect by the power of God's Spirit.
Henry R. Van Til is dead to thi~
age. But the cause
which was his delight, and which consumed his life, moves
on. Bidding sad farewell to a loyal friend, thanking God
for this man he gave to the Church, taking his dear wife
and seven children to our sympathizing hearts, we can do
nothing better than to make his spirit ours. We take this
sorrow, this pain, this loss CORAM DEO, PRO REGE,
until the faithful meet the spirits of just men made perfect
before the throne of Cod, the great and gracious Sovereign
who gave us Henry R. Van Til and then took him home.

Pointed Paragraphs:
SOUNDS LIKE TODAY

"Within the last twelve months foreign miSSIOns have
been more talked about in the Church than at any time I
can remember. The appeals made in connection with them
have been frequent and importunate. The cause has been
pleaded with every kind of argument. The actual condition
of the nonChristian world has been presented to us with
a fullness and distinctness once impossible: we have been
shown in all its aspects what the life is which is waiting
for the Gospel. In many parts of the globe the critical
nature of the situation has been emphasized. Opportunities,
we have been told, are passing  will within five years or
ten years have passed  never to return. In the Far East,
where great nations are awaking and coming to the consciousness of their powers, it is now or never for the Gospel.
It is now or never in Africa, where every Moslem is a mis.
sionary and where Islam is advancing with giant strides .
Missions have had m uch to do with the new movements
in India and China, but what a frightful prospect it would
open up if the vast populations of Asia should master the
resources of Christian civilization and be left with non e
but pagan impulses to direct them."
The above is taken from an address delivered by Dr.
James D enney at the annual meeting of the Baptist Missionary Society, April, 1911 fifty years ago!
TORCH and TRUMPET, November, 1961

Another quotation with a curiously modern ring is the
fo llowing:
'Which of us goes home to occupy himself in a Christian manner after church? Who takes the pains to read the
books, and applies himself to discover the sense of Holy
Scripture? No one will dare to say that he does his best.
We find rich furniture in the houses of churchpeople, but
we find nowhere good books, or at least among few; and
those who have such books are as if they had them not,.
keeping them always shut up ... Which of you who hears
me now would be able to say by heart a Psalm or someother part of Scriphlre if I were to ask this of him?"
The above is from a sermon preached by Chrysostom.
sixteen hundred years ago!
L.G._
LABOR UNION PERFIDY

According to an Associated Press news dispatch, a Cape·
Canaveral electrical contractor, Henry Gable, said that
"labor unions have done more damage to the nation's missile program than the Communists ever could." Mr. Gablc·
spoke of "deliberate slowdowns, inflation of labor costs, and
other practices which he called 'rotten'." Similar reports
have come from other missile bases. The moral breakdown
which characterizes almost all phases of American life is'
particularly evident in the labor world, partly no doubt

because o! the corrupt leadership in many unions_ The
utte. se!£..shness and the traitorous tactics of many who are
identified \\ith these unions, especially some of them, make
onc wonder whether such basic \irtues as sense of duty,
pride of workmanship, honesty, and patriotism are disappearing from the American scene.
No wonder that ex-President Hoover felt impelled to
speak at last faU's Republican convention in Chicago about
"the fri ghtful moral slump" which has come over our nation.
Labor unions are not guilty alone. Recent revelations of
illegal price fixing by high officials in some of our biggest
industries and of exorbitant profits by certain pharmaceutical companies prove that the sin of greed, like a huge
octopus, has fastcned its tentacles on almost evcry member
of our social body.
In all this we see a striking confirmation of our Lord's
prediction that in the last days "iniquity shall be multiplied" and of Paul's statement that in those days men will
be "'lover of sclf, lovers of money ... without self-control
. _ . fierce ... traitors ... lovers of pleasure rather than
lovers of God" (2 Timothy 3:1-4 ). These prophecies are
being fulfilled before our very eyes. These are indeed the
"grievous times" of which the apostle speaks. The vices
he mentions have always flouri shed but never so unashamedly, openly, and on so huge a scale as today. How it
behooves us as Christians to shun the increasing moral
contamination of human society and to be the salt of the
earth! "But if the salt have lost its savor, wherewith shall
it be salted?"

H.J.K.
WHY NOT AUTHORIZE ALL THREE FORMS
FOR COMMUNION?

TORCH AN D Tl ~ UMPET
performed a real service to the
Christian Reformed Church by printing the reactions of
twelve ministers to the proposed revisions of the litW'gical
form for the administration of the Lord's Supper. It
showed that there is not much agreement on the revisions
since each form (including the present one) was chosen by
an equal number of ministers. This lack of unanimity
should caution all concerned to make haste slowly.
To engage in the dangerous pastime of prognoslication,
we would dare predict that the proposed revision No. 1
will be chosen. The reason is that two thirds apparently
are dissatisfied with the present form and want some sort
-of revision. Yet two thirds do not want to go to the extreme
of form No.2. Since revision No.1 holds a mediating position, recognizing that there should be a modernization of
language and yet sticking close to the thoughts of the
original fonn, we predict that most delegates at Synod will
choose Revision No. 1.
We would like to suggest, however, the desirability of
authorizing aU three form s. This would be done, of course,
only after the many valuable suggestions made concerning
the two revisions had been carefully weighed and either
incorporated or rejected. The main reason for suggesting
this is the deadness, monotony, dullness, and formalism
that tends to crccp in with the reading of the same form
anywhere from four to twelve times a year, year in and
year out. Few things can be so refreshing as a change of

pace - variety. E\-en the best new form \ \ ill tend to become
dull and uninteresting after the novelty wears off. It is a
psychological fact that many Bnd it difficult to follow intelligently and e.... citingly a fonn, when they know by heart
everything that comes next. To a certain extent repetition
cannot be avoided - and, in fact, it is at times desirableas, for example, in the case of the Lord's Prayer or the
reading of the Ten Commandments. But excessive boredom could be partially avoided and rclieving freshness
could be attained by having the option of three different
forms . Beautiful conten t takes on new meaning when it
is expressed in different ways. Just as a person who has
always read the King James Version finds new meaning in
the old familiar verses when he reads the American Standard Version, so each onc will find ncw, exciting thoughts
in the use of anotllcr version of the Lord's Supper Fonn.
And this works for those who have a strong preference for
one of the proposed revisions as well as for those who
strongly like the old form. Let us now hope that my prediction about the adoption of Revision No. 1 is wrong and
that aU three will be autllorized.

KH.P.
SHORT, SHORT STORY

'1 WENT ON A FREEDOM RIDE" ... "'If Freedom
Rides are wrong, we must speak out against them. If they
are right, we must support them. In prayer, yes. With
money, yes. BUT ALSO WlTH ACTION'" Gordon D.
Negen in Th e Reformed Journal (July, August issue ) .
"Even some clergymen, who are supposed to teacll recanciliation and certainly are not supposed to do anything
remotely to promote violence, actually participated in the
Freedom Rides without getting a single letter of reprimand
from the institutions, religious or educational, with which
they are associated. Docs this mean that 'the end justifies
the means' after aU, that if the eause one believes in is
a worthy one, it's all right to engage in a demonstratiO!l
notwithstanding that it is likely to incite mob violence?"
David Lawrence in the Grand Rapids Press, Scpt. 25,1961.

C.H.
DEPLORING COMMUNISM AND CONDONING SOCIALISM

We are all deeply conccl'l1cd about the inroads which
communism is making in the world today. Should we be
less concerned about the drift to socialism in our own
country? Russia caUs itself a socialistic state. The only
difference bctween consistent socialism and communism is
that the latter favors revolutionary methods while the
former seeks to attain its goal through peaceful means.
Few seem to realize that there is no basic difference between the two economic systems. Neither are many of our
American people aware of the fact that other nations which
are farther advanced on the path of the socialization of
their national life are already reb'eating from this evil and
impracticable system. Even Russia is vecring more and
more in the direction of capitalism.
If we want to be consistent Christians in our economic
life, let us resist the encroachment of socialism. But this
requires that we recognize it especially when it appears
under mislcading labels. The remarks we found in an
article from NOTES FROM FEE (published by The
TORCH and TRUMPET, November, 1961

FlII'mI'htjon fm Ewoomic Educatio:!. be_

bear on this
\·ery point. We quote:
-Few people are able to recognize the nature of socialistic practice once it has been Americanized. They think
of a policy as socialistic onl)" as and if it is practised by
such avowed socialists as the Russians. To uphold freedom
effectively one must be able to identify and understand
local socialism. Every American practice has to be brought
under rigorous inspection and scrutiny and examined in the
light of socialism's de.6nition: Government ownership and

control of the means of production.
"I am not suggesting that it is possible Or practical to
divorce oneself completely from socialistic influences. Complete separation would demand no use of the mails, no
eating of bread, no riding of planes or ships, doing without
an economical supply of power and light in more than 1800
of our cities, no selling of goods and services to socialistic
institutions, and so on, ad infinitum. To live, one must
accept the facts of this world, at least to a large extent.
But it is possible to so live as never to sponsor a single
socialistic invasion into the social and economic structure.
"One further thought: Do not underestimate the enormous influences set in motion b y a person who refuses to
sanction or promote any wrong action. Pronounced exemplary qualities have unbelievable radiating powers."
How true  that last sentence. We Christians do not
realize the tremendous influence we can exert, both as
groups and as individ uals, through our testimony and consistent opposition to the eviJ forces in our nation and community. And that holds not only for socialism but as well
for such sore spots in our local communities as filthy literature, low grade radiO and TV programs, lying advertising,
sm utty theater ads, and so forth. We often think of the
speech expresident Eisenhower made a couple of years
ago over a closed television circuit to groups of diners in
various cities. Most of that address was devoted to answering some questions which had been sent to him by a young
woman who had just become a voter. Little did she realize
what influence that lctter would exert.
We Christians are called "the salt of the earth and the
light of the world." But are we that really?
H.j.K.
THOUGHTS ON CHRISTIAN PSYCHIATRY

W

E FOUND some very worthwhile articles in the
Golden Anniversary issue of the Christian Sanatorill1n Quarterly. This Sanatorium, as most of our readers
know, is located in Wyckoff, New Jersey.
Two of the articles in this booklet are by the hospital
pastor, Rev. Theodore J. Jansma. We appreciate the emphasis in both articles on the need of a d istinctive, Christian approach to psychiatry. The first q uotation is complete; the second is only part of the "Editorial."
Carl Gustav Jung
"Carl Gustav Jung, the last of the three found ers of
modern psychiatry and psychoanalysis, died on June 6 at
the age of &5 in Kucsnacht, a village near Lucerne, SwitzerJand. Freud, Adler, Jung  these three, and the greatest
of these ... Well , that remains to be seen. It may well
TORCH and TRUMPET, November, 1961

n::m out that all of them put psychiatry and psychology on
a "Tong road. For a while they traveled together, with
Freud setting the course. But Adler was the first to strike
out in a different direction, and soon Jung also decided to
blaze a new trail, both of them incurring the displeasure
of 'father' Freud.
"Jung's idcas were especially welcome to many religious
people who recoiled from Freud, not only because he
advocated, as they thought, free love, but also because of
his outspoken atheism and his well known assertion that
religion is an infantile illusion which must retreat before
adult maturity. Freud thought of man as a biological organism driven by innate impulses, especially sex, and that
mental illness arises from the repression of these impulscs.
Jung, while acknowledging the power of the sexual drive,
is credited with giving back to man his soul, and advocated
the need for some sort of religiOUS commitment and ultimate life purpose for sound mental life. But this does not
mean, though he descended from a long line of Swiss
Reformed pastors, that he returned to the RcfOlmed principles of his fathers. Jung's concept of God, religion and
soul were by no means rooted in Biblical thought, but
rather in a 'racial unconscious: a sort of universal 'feeling'
which finds expression in the myths and dI"Cams of all
peoples. H e believed that people need a religious attitude.
but he seemed to mean by that a respect for the dignity
of human lifc and a belief that it has meaning. H e also
postulated a fWldamental theory of behavior according to
which a person's vital encrgies Bow either outward, creating
the 'extrovert: or inward, creating the 'introvert: terms
which are now familiar in common speech.
"Theories and those who create them come and go. And
now there seems to be a stirring in the field of psychiatry
that may well mark the decline of psychoanalysis, whether
Freudian, Adlerian, or Jungian. There is a growing concern with the conscious life instead of the psychoanalytic
emphasis on the unconscious. And some are even beginning
to speak of sin, moral transgresSion and real guilt as significant factors in mental iUness. Is it possible that onc of
these days psychiatrists will concede that there can also be·
a distinctive Christian approach to mental illness?"
Guilty or not
"Extrem.e guilt feelings are generally prominent in.
mentally disturbed people. The reason given for these feelings is often inappropriate, e.g., failure to wash something,
or irrational, e.g., sin against the Holy Spirit. However, it
is a proven fact that the offered reason turns out to be tl
substitute or cover for the real reason, that the guilty
fee ling attaches to an actual moral transgression which the·
patient is loath to fa ce. There is thus a difference between
gu ilt feelings and real gu ilt, and the latter may have more·
to do with mental 'illness' than is generally thought ....
"The Bible gives us at least one clear example of per·
sonality disintegration due to unrepented sin in the case of
Saul, the first king of Israel. H e showed symptoms which
would indicate a manicdepressive reaction, and the record
makes clear that his overt wickedness, which he tried to
cover with a fa lse piety, lay at the root of his troubled
seven:.

s:pc-.L 1br ~ea:
CiEeerce La_eel Saul ~
D:nid W1S
00:: th.l
~ !h\id ,,-.,u Jess a rinaer. be;: ~the:r
clw: !h\id
knew how to repent while- 5J.ul did DOt.
-Perhaps we bave been thinking too much in terms of
'sickness' \\ith its implication of 'not responsible: and not

enough of 'sin' with its implication of ·responsible.' It may
be that the whole truth does not lie exclusi\'elr on one
side, that the line can not always be sharply drawn. But
sin, in its Christian meaning, is undoubtedly the basic
d isrupter tilat alienates man from God, self, and others,
and it must have a place in the psychiatric vocabulary from
which it has been banished too long."
DEFECTION IN THE LUTHERAN CHURCH, MISSOURI SYNOD

Rev. Carl RCitsma of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church
of Cedar Crove, Wisconsin, wrote an article in the August
number of The Presbyterian Guarditm in which he reports
on a meeting of 500 aroused Missouri Synod Lutherans
held in a Milwaukee hotel last May. The p urpose was to
"discuss and denounce Modernism in their own Church,"
says Mr. Reitsma, who was an observer at the meeting.
Most of those present were pastors though some were laymen.
Each delegate to this meeting, to which 10,000 had been
invited, received a 200-page Book of Documentation containing photostatic reproductions of clippings, articles, and
correspondence as proof that the Church "is on the verge
of being taken over by the liberals." Thirteen excellent
papers were read on Scripture, the Church, the Ecumenical
Movement, Youth, and Education. Each speaker, writes
Reitsma, showed how the faith was under attack and how
the Church was yielding more and more ground.
What were the complaints? First, that periodicals and
theologians in that church speak approvingly of Tillich,
Barth, Bultman and other liberals. One of their own ministers, Martin E. Marty, is an associate editor of thc
Christian Century. H. Richard Niebuhr, speaking at the
Missouri Synod's only university, at Valparaiso, uttered a
warning against "putting our confidence in churches, doctrines, and bibles." The Board of Missions sought and obtained membership in the Home IMissions division of the
National Council of Churches.
Concordia Seminary was charged with "doctrinal heresy." One of the professors, Dr. Martin H . Scharlemann,
professor of New Testament Interpretation, speaking on
Scripture, stated: in this paper I propose to defcnd the
paradox that the book of God's truth contains errors." (TItis
reminded us of some things that have been written in a
few of our own periodicals.) This professor stated among
other things: it is this particular emphasis (on the verbal
inspiration of the Dible) that has misled many Christians
into believing that Christian faith is fai th in a book . .. it
,o ught to be obvious that the word 'inerrant' can be and
usually is a very misleading term to use of the Scripture...
It is dangerous because it is a word that make') sense only
in the light of a false view of inspiration - one that got
into the Church from an ancient paganism and has been
perpetuated by the Reformcd-Fundamcntalist trad ition."
We do no t intend in this article to comment on the
eight
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state'l:le:lts of Dr. Scharlemann. Our purpose is,
E...-s:..
erpress our great sorrow that the large and innuential ~Jisour
Synod, composed of more than two and
a half million members, is succumbing to the insidious
encroachments of modernism . 'Ve said to ourselves : Is this
the Clnu·ch which in the days of the late Dr. Walter Maier
was so staunch in its defense of the Christian faith? Second,
we observe that in our day of multiple means of communication and of close contact with men of divergent
religious convictions churches are more easily in.8uenced
by the winds of false doctrine than in fonner times. It
does not take long for a denomination to turn from orthodoxy to heterodoxy. What is happening to the Missouri
Synod Lutherans, where the power of tradition is exceptionally strong, can easily happen to us. 111ird, we see
that in our day errors do not enter a church singly. They
come in as a Hock. When one has gained an entrance the
others arc SUl"e to folJow. And one more observation : Just
as soon as a chm-ch dilly dallies with a doctrinal error ane!
fails to administer discipline promptly, when the sin is unconfessed. the battie for the purity of that church has
already virtually been lost.
The ?\,[iJwaukee Conference adopted a number of brave
resolutions . We fear these will p rove to be a waste of
breath unless those in authority exercise discipline regardless of the consequences, and that would probably mean a
serious schism. May the Head of the Church grant wisdom and courage to those who seek to strengthen the dikes
against the rising flood of modernism.
H .J.K.

PARTAKERS OF CHRIST

Bible Readi ng: John 15
For ((;c ore made partake" o f Christ. Hebrews 3:14.
"Wh"t is Jcsus Christ to you?" a friend oncc asked Lord Tennyson. Pointing to a clu~tr
of violcl:5 at the roadSide, Telmyson
replied, "What the sun is to these flowers. Jesus Christ is to my life."
"We are made partakers of Christ." That is not It mere figure
of speech; it is a statement of fact. As the Violets, in Tennyson's
illustration, partook of the sun, and owed their life, their beauty,
their sweet fragrancc, their all, to its bright, wann sllining, so the
believer owes his e:.istence as It Christian, and all the beauty and
fragrance of his Christian life, to the fact that he is made a partaker
of Christ. "Of his fulness," writes John, "have all we received.
and grace for grace." Vital Christianity is more than a creed;
more than a system; it is a life which has its origin in Christ, and
that is fed and maintained by Christ. "For to me to live is Christ,"
writes Pau\. And again, "I live, yet not I, but Christ that liveth
in me." \Vhat the sun was to Tennyson's violets, tha t, and infinitely more, Jesus Christ became to Paul. The "sun of righteousness" had arisen upon him, and the former bLotsphemer and pcrscctJtor underwent a cOlllpleto transfiguration.
And Christ has not changed. '11le soul that comcs under his
inlluence is "changed into the s.ame image, from glory to glory,
even as by the Spirit of the Lord."
Let us approach him with the prayer of Cod's ancient people,
''Tum ..s ag:tin, 0 Lord Cod of hosts. cause thy face 10 shine, and
we shall be saved."
- Rev. C. N. 1\'1. Collins, Edi nburgh, Scotland
in Doil!! Manna Calendar. Courtesy of Zondervan Publishing House
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GUIDO DE BRESThe Man of ther,"Confession
~

by LOUIS PRAAMSMA

Th is contribution will be followed in the December iSlue by • second .rtide, .lto by Dr.
Prumlma, on: The

Con~

••;on of the Man. These arlidel arc writlen in commemorllion of
pr~lI.'ion
of ,h. Belgic Confession by the Chri'lian martyr,

The 400lh Innivenary of the
Guido de Bre•.

HIS YEAR we celebrate the fourth centennial of the
Belgic Confession. To be very precise, it was the 25th
of May, 1561, that in Rouen a little booklet was edited
under the title: CONFESSION DE FOY, faiete cl'un commUD accord par les 6deles qui converscnt es pays-bas, Icsquels desirent vivre selon la purete de I'Evangile de Nostre
Seignucr Jesus Christ.I

T

(Confession of faith, made by common agreement by
the believers who live in the Netherlands and desire to live
according to the purity of the Gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ. )
The name "Belgic Confession·' seems to have been given
quite accidentally; in the Netherlands this Confession is
called the Dutch Confession; there is at the moment no gen·
uine Belgic Church which maintains this Confession. On the
other hand there are Churches in America, in Africa and
Australia, who honor it as one of their standards.
Nevertheless, its author was a re-'ll Belgian, and in his
days it scemed lhat Belgium would gradually become a
Calvinistic country. The springtide of the Reformation rose
suddenly in the South of the Low Countries, and thousands
upon thousands again chose for the new and yet the old
gospel of the only comfort in life and death. But this
country, which saw the dawn of Heformation, experiencetl
also the heat of the Counter·Reformation. The young, high.
spirited, and hopeful movement was s upre~sd
and suf·
fo cated in blood and tears. One of the greatest sons of the
Belgium of those days was Guido de Bres. In him we find
all the cnergy, the spirit, the faith of the people of this
country in that period .
In this article I do not intend to deseribe his life or
to give a short sketch of all his activities; there are good
biographies available. 2 I only will try to give some reflec·
tions on his life, to throw some light on certain characteristic dctails.
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Let me write something about his Calvinism; his
moderation; and his martyrdom.
Guido de Bres was a pur-sang Calvinist, and his confession was a geDuine, Calvinistic one. What does that
mean and why should we make use of the name "Calvinist,"
when it was not appreciated by Calvin himself and was
used contemphiOusly by the Lutherans in that time?
Well, in calling de Bres a Calvinist I do not refer to
the fac t that he was a pupil of this Reformer in the most
literal sense of the word, since he studied in Geneva (about
1556·1558 ) and afterward corresponded with Calvin. Neither do I suggest that de Bres formed a kind of Calvinistic
faction; that he was the center of a religious group of a
very special character, visible most of all in its anti-papistic
or its anti·anabaptistic traits. No, although in his confession the antithesis with Rome and the anabaptists is
evident, nevertheless the name "Calvinist" can never be
justified only on negative grounds.
De Bres was a Calvinist because he was a man motivated in all things by the fear of the Lord. The motto of
the apostle moved his heart; "One tlring I do" ( Phil. 3;13 )
and the ,vish of the psalmist was the sigh of his soul:
"One thing have I desired of the Lord; that will 1 seek
after" ( Ps. 27:4 ) . Already before his birth his mother had
prayed that the child which she was expecting might be ;\
preacher of the 'Word of God. That prayer was answered,
although in a different way than the mother had imagined.
In his last letter to his mother from his jail de Bres wrote:
"You prayed that yOUl' child [night be as that Jesuit. l God
has made him a Jesuit indeed, but not of that new sect
which is called Jesuits. He has made me a true folJower
of Jesus the Son of God and He has called me to the
holy service, not to preach the doctrine of men, but the
pure and simple Word of Jesus and His apostles; which 1
have done till now with a good and sound conscience,
seeking only the salvation of men, not my glory nor my
particular profit. Mind the zeal of the Lord which has
nine
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The entire life of de Bres was a hearkening to the
call of the Lord, a service of the Lord \\ith all his heart
and mind and strength. After his com'ersion he immediately
began to preach, and all his life was devoted to the study
of the Bible and the Church fathers and to an effective
and heart-moving preaching of the gospel. He "'as exiled;
he had to fl ee to England, Germany, and Switzerland; but
as soon as he was able to do so, he returned to the country
of his youth; and in Ryscl, Doornik and Valenciennes the
Word of Cod was heard from his lips in tile houses, in the
fi elds, and sometimes in churches.
The emblem of John Calvin was the burning heart.
Guido de Bres had such a burning heart.
H e had a presentiment of his martyr's death. The Confession of Faith, which in the night of the first day of
November, 1561, was thrown over the walls of the eastle
of Doornik ( Tournay), was accompanied by a letter to th.::
Sovereign of the Low Counlries, Philip II. In that letter
de Bres stated that this Confession did not speak in the
name of one man, but "in your Netherlands are more than
a hundred thousand men, who maintain and fo llow the
R eligion, the Confession of which we now lransm it to you."
But the man who drafted that Confession says that he is
"prepared and ready, if it is necessary, to seal it with his
own blood."s
Some years later de Bres wriles a letter to the COIl sistory of Antwerp. Also in that lctter he seems to allude
to a possible dea th through martyrdom, in these words : '1
bear all of you in my heart and take care of you as much as
possible, as long as the Lord leaves me this poor Iifc"
( 1565 ). That same year he published the record of the
martyr's death in Antwerp of the minister of that city,
Fabri, and the Heidelberg professor Bock, and on the titlepage he writes these words :
Ne craigllcz les mortels qui font leur corps mourir,
Mais Dieu qui les peut faire, et les ames, p6ir. 6
( Don't fear the mortals who cannot kill the whole,
But God who ean destroy both body and soul. )
De Bres went his way from one place to the otller, from
one danger to the other, without fear, because he knew
he was walking in the way of the Lord. He knew himself
to be always in the hands of his sovereign Savior, and han
no fear except the fear of sin; and that is true Calvinism.
The staff on which he always leaned was the Word of Cod.
He wrote a book by that name, "Staff of the Faith" ( Le
baston de Ia fay chrestienne ), in which he exposes the errors of the church of Rome. In that book he exhibits a
remarkable knowledge of the Church fathers and the old
councils of the Church, but abo\'e all a great versatility in
the interpretation of several passages of the Bible. And
when at the end of his life he sits in his prison, he says:
'''The cause for which I am treated in this way is the Word
of God."1
De Bres was the man of the fear of God and of the
Word of Cod; therefore he was a man of God, a theocentric
ten

h.u been characterized as a theo.00 t.~re
in a special sense a Cahinistic con:es.sil:"n :"ot only does the first article speak of Him who
is the o\'erflo\\ing fountain of all good, but also the mercy
and the justice of God in his eternal election are confessed
in clear words ( art. XVI ) and the last article speaks of tbe
coming kingdom, not made by man but by God, who will
be all in all.
D e Bres' Calvinism is beyond dispute.
Does it follow that he was a hard man, a radical, irreconcilable die-hard?
There will be some who connect all these and similar
connotations with the word "Calvinist," but they are wrong.
De 13res was a man of deep convictions but at the same
time one who was very moderate in his views. Or, perhaps
1 may put it in tillS way: he was a man of strong convictions and therefore a very moderate man.
The famous Dutch church-historian, F. L. Rutgers, in
writing on de Bres gave the following paradoxical judgment: "The Reformed Confession implied that the most
precise one, provided he put his heart into it and was consistent, could practise the greatest tolerance toward the
Lutheran brethren:'8 The most precise one could practiso
the most tolerancel How is that possible? Because that
most precise one, in th is case Cuido de Bres, knew his own
principles so well that he was not at all afraid that he
would lose them; and because one of these principles
was the unity, not of a small group of like-minded Christians, but of all the members of the body of Christ, who
were found also outside of the Calvinistic churches.
Therefore John Calvin always did his utmost for a
better understanding and an eventual union with the
Lutherans.
And his adherent de Bres did the same.
III the year 1564 he attended a conference in Brussels,
where the prince of Orange was present. The result of
this conference was that the next year de lires wrote a
letter to the consistory of Antwerp, in which he stressed the
necessity of a union with the Lutherans. H e wrote of "a n
agreement with the Germans by means of the same coofession of the essentials ( une meme Confession de la chose
principale )," and he was convinced that the Wittenberg
Concord of 1536, made by Calvin's friend Bucer, might be
understood in such a sense that both parties could subscribe to it. 9 The effect would be, according to his letter,
that nobody would attack the Dutch Protestants without
attacking at the same time their brothers in Germany, and
that was especially the purpose of William of Orange and
his brother Louis.
Of course de Bres was not a Lutheran and everybody
knew that. But he could wholeheartedly call the Lutherans
his brothers and he wanted to cooperate with them as far
as possible.
The same moderation is evident when the "chanteries"
begin in Tournai in 1561. These chanteries ( song-fests)
were public exercises by the Calvinists of that city who,
between 8 and 10 o'clock p. m., organized n kind of psalmsinging processions, which provoked cruel reactions by the
:::IiZD-
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*"fit. "Tb.e,.. .-ere the p:=ecurscrrs of
the much more re"\iulutionary aglt.ltion" which some years
:3.kr manifested itself in the iconoclastic riots, in which
some radicals wanted the ministers to take the lead. But
de Bres refused. He warned against these unnecessary excesses. And he prophesied that evil things would result,
which was seen to be true, when 53 inhabitants of the city
were taken captive, tortured, and pl undered while some of
them were executed. And the ministers had to flee from
the city.
This kind of moderation was also learned by de Bres in
the school of Calvin, who always forbade every kind of
revolution by private persons. and permitted only the lower
magistrate to offer a certain measure of resistance. lo
In spite of his unimpaired obedience to the government
de Bres ended his life as a martyr. In the summer of 1566
he was called to Valenciennes. and in a very short time the
majority of this city was Calvinistic. A request was presented to Margareth. the governess of the country. by
deputies of several cities, for freedom of religion. But unfortunately at that same time the iconoclastic riots started
and spread as a Bash of lightning through the country. Also
in Valenciennes the images of the saints were destroyed.
Thereupon the anny of tJle governess besieged the city.
and in the spring of 1567 the gates were opened for Noircannes and his soldiers. The ministers de Bres and La
Grange fled, but were taken captive in an inn.
We are deeply impressed with the perseverance of these
ministers in the faith. In his Confession of Faith de Bres
had written these words in the last article ; "Their cause (of

the faithfu1 and the elect which is now condemned b~·
many judges and magistrates as heretical and impious will
then ( in the last judgment ) be known to be the cause of
the Son of God." This was de Bres' unshakable conviction
even when he languished in the miserable prisons into
which he was thrown . He defended the truth against all
who attacked it; and he wrote llis mother these unforgettable words: '"'J esus is here imprisoned with me. I see Ilim
as it were closed in and fett ered in my irons and shackles.
I see Him with the eyes of my spirit locked in in my somber
and dark prison, because He has promised me in the Word
of His truth to be with me all my days until the end of the
world."
Standing on the scaHold he still exhorted the people to
be obedient to the magistrate and to persevere in the doctrine which he had taught, because he had preached only
the truth of God. Then the ladder was pushed away from
under his feet and he died.
"Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their
labors; and their works do follow them" (Rev. 14:13 ).
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AN ESTONIAN LOOKS AT COMMUNISM*
by HENRY R. VAN TIl

T

HE REVIEWER received this pamphlet fro m the
Estonian Society of Los Angeles, California. which is
concerned to awaken the American public to the menace of
Communism for the free world. but more especially as a
threat to the life of the Churches.
The a uthor. Prof. Voobus, is a refu gee from Estonia,
where he was professor of historical theology at th e 308yearold un iversity of Tartu, whcn the bolshevist CO ilquerors ruthlessly destroyed it. Since 1948 he has taught
at Cllicago Lutheran Theo logical Seminary. His stature
as a historical theologian is well established by his monumental work. Early Versions of the New Testa ment, Stockholm. 1954, the writing of which required 20 years of research in Syriac. Annenian, Georgian. Ethiopic. Coptic,
Arabic. Latin and Creek manuscripts.
°Th. Thff,,1 (0/ c"",,,,....i.rm a..J the Tad of Christi",., (A Stand Asla in "
O an~rou
a Tn:nd. Within P rotestant; I" I) by P ro f. A. V oohul . Else, N ew "York ,
243 I::..... t T hirty. Fourth St.
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Prof. Voobus begins by giving us an analysis of Bolshevism in the area of material things. physical and spiritual
life. He presents what he has personally seen and e:tperienood in the Baltic. Bolshevism "'prattles about prosperity, but ereates poverty ... Overnight everyone becomes.
a slave .... Family life is disrupted ... scarcity of food is
used to corrupt friends and neighbors" ( p. 6 ). In Estonia
nearly a third of the population was massacred (p. 6 ) and
religion became the chief target of destruction. "'All theological schools were closed and outlawed ... all properties of
churches were taken away ( p. 7 ). If a church is temporarily tolerated it is as an instrument for the Soviet's.
sinister purposes. But the true church, i.e., faithful to its
message. serving and proclaiming the truth, fighting evil
and educating personalities, cannot be permitted to exist"·
( p.7 ). "The proper citizen of the communist community i~ .
the collective man ... lackin g any personal spiritual strllC-
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"The resu,;;: 0: um ~":m
a :!as: :xa::: is
thrust ~
to the Ie-...I 0/ an ani:mf' I pThe author Soes on to discuss e reaso:::tS ~ ~ the ;rowtb
of bolshe\ism and shows that it has not come to pc:rn-er anywhere in the world as a mowment of the people_ Rather,
it was the \Yest that preser..ed this menace to mankind with
Lend-Lease, ships, supplies, military secrets, and technical
training_ Besides, " 'estern leadership under Roosevelt
cum suis did not accept the offer of German capitulation in 1945 but wanted unconditional surrender. Then at
Potsdam it gave Russia half of Germany together with
Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Slovakia, Hungary,
Rumania, Bulgaria, the Serbs, Croatians and Czechs as well
as the Albanians. These nations had some taste of Russian
imperialism in the guise of bolshevism and had the "courage to 6ght against the Soviet bestiality and slavery. Millions were forcefully packed into trains and delivered to
the Soviet slaughterhouse, except for those who committed
suicide ..." (p. 10). Instead of redeeming its mistakes
after the war, the U.S.A. went on to strengthen the Soviets
by sacrificing China and other nations to the tyranny ot the
Communists.
Then followed coexistence, which gave the Soviets time
in their much needed military preparation and opportunity
to swallow their opponents piece-meal, witness Korea, Indochina, Hungary, and Tibet. For the sake of coexistence,
countless spy efforts of the enemy have not been made
public and the evidence has been hid. Thus the free world
is abetting its own destruction.
All tllls leads the author to say that Soviet growth is
due not so much to ellemy strength as to our own weakness. All the talk of the Soviets for peace is meani ngless
since their action is that of war, whether by psychological,
economic, technological, or military means. \Ve must remember in this connection the words of Stalin, "Words
must have no relation to action - otherwise what kind of
diplomacy is it? Words arc one thing, actions another.
Good words are a mask for concealment of bad deeds."
The Soviets freely promise and make treaties, but they always remember the words of Lenin , "Promises are like pie
erusts - made to be broken" (quoted on p. 12 ).
Deceiving the enemy is the cardinal policr of any war.
At this the Kremlin is a past master. I t has succeeded in
drawing many "liberar and "progressive" politicians into
jts service. When, e.g., the question of slave labor cafYl ps
was raised in the U.N. p.'frs. Eleanor Roosevelt asked how
one could prove all this, ignoring the fact that the proof is
at hand. Moreover, the Kremlin has succeeded in drawing
intellectuals, scholars, writers, businessmen, and industrial.
ists into its service. The conquest of the free world is further
abetted by the cultural exchange program. Even such a
man as H. Wallace was completely duped when he visited
a slave-labor camp which had been re-arranged before his
coming.
The astounding thing is that the Communists have been
able to use religion, which they despise, as their tool "and
have turned a part of its representnti\'es into their agents .,
(p. 17. Cf. :M. John, I1Joestigatiolls of Commullist Activities
in the New York City Area [Washington, 1953], p. 2278ff.).
~_
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As .i. sa:::-ple or the success of the So--.iets in misleading the
Churches, the author cites the case of how the :'\ational
Council of Churches sought contact \\'ith the "church" in
Russia. Its exiled leaders issued a warning on ).Iarch 12,
1956, but Rev. E. C. Blake, of super-church fame, told the
press that it is dangerolls to follow the advice of protesters.
Hence with "i\'Ictropolitan" Nicolai the National Council
called for "the recognition of Red China, abolition of the
House Committee on Un-American Activities," etc. And
soon the truth came out. TIle National Council of Churches
was not cooperating with the "R ussian Christians" at all, but
with the murderous Soviet secret police agents and their
puppets masquerading in clergymen's clothes. A former
Soviet secret police official of the highest rank ever to
escape from the Soviets, P. Deriabin, identified «Metropolitan" .:'\icolai, who headed the Soviet "church" leaders,
as a former colleague of his in the same sinister, murderous
organization ( Congressional Hecord, Washington, 1959,
Appendix p. 385ff) .

Professor Voobus ascribes the credulity of Protestant
leaders to ignorance and spiritual and mornl complacency.
Hence the Communists have succeeded very well in letting
their fri ends do their work while they practise "the techniques of withdrawal." Churches screamed for "total world
disarmament, admission of Red China to the U.N., an end
to selective service, curtailment of civil defense, and the
establishment of Berlin as a 'free city' under U.N. supervision" (p. 20 ). For the advancement of the cause of world
enslavement such men as Bishop Bromley Oxnam, President J. A. )'Iackay, Dr. K. Barth and others, have been rewarded with laudations, prizes and other acknowledgments
(ibid ).
The effect of this cooperation of Churchmen is the
"'elimination of compassion towards the victims of communism.... The genuine concern for the fate of the Christians and human beings under the communist tyranny has
been branded by the same leaders as 'hysterical anticommunism.' The same leaders who become particularly alive
in order to salvage a convicted communist spy, have remained disinterested in the suffering of innocent people"
( p. 21 ) . J. C. Bennett of Union Theologica l Seminary is a
prime example of those who warn us against "the hysterical
fear of communism on the part of economic conservatives"
(Christianity and Communism., New York, 1951, p. 125).
Of such G. Dimitrov in his advice to tl10 Lenin School of
Political Warfare said: "A teacher, who without being a
party member, lends himself to the ilJtcrest of the Soviet
Union, is worth more than a hundred men with party
cards . . .. The writer who, without being a party member,
defends the Soviet Union ... is worth more than a thousand
party members" (Quoted on p. 23).
But enough; the tenor of the book is clear. This man
speaks the truth without fear or favor. Here is an intellectual who realizes that it is time to get rid of the cry of
"hysterics" against a successful inculcation of the American
mind with the true proportions of the danger that besets our
civilization today. Isn't it passing strange that a man may get
fanati cal about any form of entertainment, or about politics,
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or aboct art. but w moment hie;:
, ~:ilcJLt
Communism he is immediatotly branded as a-fanatic- or as
nysterical by the eg;hcads in our uniw-rsities and col·
leges . .\nd some complain that one cannot figh t an e\il by
being allti; one has to be fo r something that offsets the evil.
Agreed! \\"e must be for the right thing! But weTI never
O\·ercome evil unless we recognize, abhor, and fight against
it! I must confess that the logic of those who cry "wolf'
against anticommunism is incomprehensible. I wish to
break a lance fo r intolcrance against evil. In my simplicity
I cannot fathom the mind of those who are running the in"
terference for the Kremlin by advocating all its "'causes"
w

.did then turn around and dub as -fanatics- those who oppose Communism. In my book there is only one answer.
Either they are secretly sympathetic to the Communist
goa ls and simply close their minds to the methods of the
Kremlin, or they are dupes, who have had the wool pulled
over their cyes! As a judgment of charity I prefer to think
the latter is true, but 1 am convinced there are also many
Communist sympathizers in the State Department and in
the libernl churches of America. This is not an indictment
of fellow-Christians, fo r Liberalism is not Christianity. It is
a false reli gion seeking a Utopia here and now, which 6ts in
very well with the Communistic ideal of a classless society.

DO CLASSES HAVE AUTHORITY
OVER CONSISTORIES?
by MARTI N MONSMA

NE OF THE Significant matters which required action
by our Synod of last summcr concerned a question
regarding the correcblCSS of a decision made by the Synod
of 1960. The matter at issue involved the authority of our
classes over their consistories. It is in connection with this
case that I have been asked to write an article under the
caption: Do Classes Have Authority over Consistories?

O

"JURISDICTION" IN THE SENSE OF AUTHORITY

The answer to this question, one may say, is rather
near at hand. For Article 36 of the Church Order deals
directly with this very question. It rcads: "The Classis
has the same jurisdiction over the Consistory as the Particular Synod has over the Classis and the Ceneral Synod
over the Particular."
Now it may be contended, and that successfully and
correctly I believe, that the word "jurisdiction" does not
convey the precise thought of the fathers regarding the
authority of our major ecclesiastical assemblies. The term
jurisdiction fits in the pattern of civilliIe, not in the pattern
of ecclesiastical lifc.
The term jurisdiction has a legalistic connotation. It
is derived from two Latin words which in combination with
one another virtually say: Thus saith the law! The word
presupposes that those under jurisdiction arc obligated to
subject themselves to its demands unconditionally and under all circumstances and without any consideration of
their personal feelin gs and convictions.
This legalistic approach is fore ign to the Biblical, ReTORC H and TRUMPET, November, 1961

formed conception of church government. And it is also
fore ign to the thought behind Article 36.
Nevertheless we should do full justice to the Biblical,
spiritual, ecclesiastical type of authority which the fa thers
had in mind when they first formulated Article 36 back in
1581, at the Synod of Middelburg.
The D utch original of Article 36 uses the expression,
"Het zelfde zeggen 11eeft ..." Now this expression, just as
the related Dutch word "zeggenschap," is expressive of
authority. You cannot have the right to decide and to give
orders without authority. And such is the significance of
the Dutch term. This is also evident from the fact that the
Latin reading of Article 36 us(..>d the word "auClori tas."
And so all of us should agree, that although Article 36
does not provide for an unconditional, dictatorial, civil type
of an authority, the article does provide for a spiritual,
ecclesiastical, controlling, and binding type of authority.
Conclusions which are not only expressions of opinion and
resolutions but decisions reached regarding matters of
regular ccciesiastical business, or regarding appeals and
protests - such decisions are authoritative and binding.
"SETTLED AND BINDING"

It is for this reason that Article 31 of the Church Order
specifics very c.xplicitly: "If anyone complains that he has
been wronged by the decision of a minor assembly, he
shall have the right to appeal to a major ecclesiastical assembly, and whatever may be agreed upon by a majorit y
vote shall be considered settlcd and binding, unless it be
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to con.fuct WI.
the Word of God or \l,ith the
_.uticles of the Church Order, as long as they are not
changed by a General Synod."
If the earl)', organizing Synods of the Reformed
Churches of the Netherlands had not been persuaded of
the fact that decisions reached at classes and synods are
authoritative, then they never would have adopted Article
36 nor Article 31!
Matters decided upon shall be considered settled, says
this latter article. Such matters shall not be brought to the
assemblies for action repeatedly. Only when new light is
being offered, or a change is desired for good and sufficient
reasons, may the matter be brought to the assembly once
more.
And matters decided upon shall be considered binding.
All decisions taken by a classis are binding for all its
churches . For the chmches together, as a body, and in
prayerful dependence upon God and his Word, reach their
decisions. Such decisions hold for alL Not only for those
who were in full accord with them, but also for those who
perhaps did not vote fo r their adoption. And thus all the
churches of synod are bound by all the decisions reached
at our synods.

p ron~d

CASES OF APPEAL

The only exception to this binding rule is expressed
in the conclusion of Article 31 which reads, " ... unless it
be proved to conflict with the Word of God or with the
Articles of the Church Order ..."
If someone can prove to an assembly - Consistory,
Classis, or Synod - that its decision is contrary to the Bible
or in conflict with the Church Order, then in that case the
decision is not binding. Then the decision should be altered
or canceled. But unless such proof is delivered at the ri ghtful assembly, the decision stands and is binding for all.
Consequently, when for example a certain consistory
censures a member, and such a member is persuaded that
he is being wronged, and that the consistory has erred in
applying discipline, it is his privilege to appeal to classis.
And if in response to such an appeal classis sustains the
appellant and decides that the censure should be lifted,
then the consistory concerned is obligated to lift censure.
It would be the right of the consistory to retain its own
convictions regarding the censure case, but it would not be
its right to refuse to lift censure. Both Article 31 and
Article 36 would forbid such refusal. And the whole fou nda~
bon of Reformed Church government, and om denomila~
tional fellowship and cooperation would forbid such a
refusal.
And whatever the differences rna}' have been between
various authorities on Reformed church polity, on this point
all have agreed. Men like Voetius, Rutgers, H. H . Kuyper,
Bouwman, Heyns, and Volbeda have all Vigorously upheld
the authority of our major assemblies over our minor assemblies.
AN OBJECTION CONSIDERED

It is conceivable that some one might reason in opposition to the contention that our major assemblies do have
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b'.nding authority, that inasmuch as we do not
admit that there are diHerent leyels of ecclesiastical authority, we can hardly hold that a classis has authority over
a consistory.
It is true that we deny that there are different levels
of ecclesiastical authority. For the only authority which the
churches possess - whether on the Consistorial level, the
Classical level, or the Synodical level - is the authority of
Christ, the only King and Head of his Clmrcll. And this
authority of Christ he confers upon his Church through its
office-bearers. And the offices in the Church function by
the right which Christ has imparted to them.
Now the office-bearers, in the natme of the case, are
office-bearers of the local churches. The offices belong to or
attach themselves to the particular or local churches. No
office-bearer is an office-bearer of a classis or synod as
such . No one can, for example, be an elder or deacon of
a Christian Reformed classis or synod; one can hold
such an office only in a Christian Reformed congregation.
All this we admit and believe.
Then should we perhaps also admit that no classis and
no synod can exercise superior authority, since there is no
authority above the authority of Christ, which authority is
e-.;ercised by the consistories, as well as by our classes and
om synods?
Our reply is negative. For the local or particular
churches all bring their God-given authority to our major
assemblies by way of delegation, and they have promised to
abide by the decisions reached. Refer once again to Article
31 and Article 36 of the Church Order. Because there is
an accumulation of ecclesiastical authority at our classes
and synods, therefore these gatherings are called major
assemblies in relation to our consistories which are always
minor assemblies. Major means more, and minor means
less . Our major assemblies have more of the authority of
Christ than do our minor assemblies. And the minor assemblies have properly subjected themselves to the decisions and conclusions of their major assemblies.
WHAT THE "CREDENTIALS" SAY

For this reason our consistories also lise the following
words in their classical credentials: 'We hereby instruct
and authorize them to take part in all the deliberations and
transactions of classis regarding all matters . . :. This
authorization implies the agreement that the delegates can
help make decisions that are binding for all the consistories
and congregations of the classis.
Formerly, after the Reformed Churches were firs! organized denominationally, that very thought was often expressed explicitly by the delegating churches. Let me cite
only one example. The Synod of Assen in 1618 decided the
following: "Each cIassis shall provide its delegates to synod
with ... credentials, signed by the president and clerk, in
which the c1assis shall declare, not only that the delegates
have been delegated, but that they also agree to regard
as settled and binding whatever the synod b y majority vote
may decide; with the commitment that they will conduct
themselves in harmony with such decisions" (Cf. Dr. F. L.
Bos, De Orde der Kerk, p. 132).
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TKE LOS AJ-lG8.E5 CASE
In connection v.ith this case it should oot escape us that

the Synod of 1960 did not adjudicate the dispute as SUc11
between the consistory of Los :\ngeJes and the appellant.
The Synod of 1960 simply ruled in answer to the appeal of
the appellant, that inasmuch as Classis California had ruled
- and that three times over at three different meetings of
Classis - that censure should be lifted, the consistory
was in error when it failed to lift censure and that it should
now do so immediately.
Against this decis ion of Synod of 1960 the consistory
of Los Angeles protested to the Synod of 1961. That protest
of Los Angeles was not sustained . Synod of 1960 was upheld by the Synod of 1961.
For this we may be very thankful!
If the Synod of 1901 had ruled that the Synod of 1960
was in error on the question at issue, then the Synod of
1961 would have said that when a member is placed under
censure, and he appe..'l.ls to his classis, and the classis decides that censure should be lifted, that then the consistonj,
if it disagrees with the decision, does not Imoe to lift cefl ~
sure. And such a verdict would have becn in direct conflict
with our Church Order, and would have undermined the
whole structure of our denominational existence. It would
have been a step in the direction of Independentism or
Congregationalism.

TH E TERM - ADVICE"

One matter which eviden tly led the Consistory to its
position of refusal to follow the verdict of classis is the fact
that it misconstrued the fam iliar term in the Church Order:
"with the advice of cwssis."
Some are simply inclined to say : "Advice is advice. If
one is not persuaded of the correctness of advice given him,
he need not follow it. Hence if a consistory is not persuaded that the advice of Classis is good advice, the consistory need not follow it."
This, however, is erroneous reasoning. For as churches
we have agreed that in the instances provided for in the
Church Order, we will always follow the advice of the
classis. As Christian Reformed churches we have, for example, agreed that we ,viII never excommunicate a member
€ ."(cept witll the advice of classis. That is to say, only in
harmony with the advice of classis, or with the concurring
advice of classis.
So the word "advice," in this church governmental context, should be not taken in the sense of mere advice which we may set aside and ignore. There are instances in
which the advice, or the opinion expressed by a classis, has
a binding significance and in effect stands on par with
approval or disapproval. And that because of the provisions of the Church Order to which we have all subscribed,
and to which subscription we give expression over and
over again, namely, every time when we as churches send
our delegates to our major assemblies with their authorizing
letters or credentials.
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THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES
LESSON THREE - PART I

AS IN NOAH'S DAYS
And as It came to pass in the daYIl of Noah, even so sholl it be also in the days of
the Son of man.
They ate, the!! drank, they married, they were given in marriage, until the day

that Noah entered the ark, and the flood calJW, and destroyed them all.
Luke 17;26, 27

What will the days be like prior to the return of Christ?
How will men conduct themselves at that time? Jesus
gives an answer to these questions by referring to two
periods of time recorded in Biblical history. The first
reference is to the time before the Bood.

Before the great flood in the days of Noah the people
1ived to a very old age. Scripture cites several examples
of people who lived more than nine hundred years. We
know that if a person is not touched by the redeeming
grace of God he will grow in sin. Sin never stands still
What beasts in sin those people must have been who lived
hundreds of years and spent all those years in Satan's employ!
Yet, when Jesus characterizes the life of the people of
Noah's day, he mentions only the seemingly innocent things.
They ate and drank, they married and \,'ere given in marriage. They ate and drank, they feasted, as though there
weren't a cloud in the sky. They looked toward the future
and laid plans for the future by marrying and giving in
marriage. Even though the "preacher of righteousness" (II
Peter 2:5) warned them that judgment ,yas about to fall
and there would be no future, they Ih'ed the same way
they had always done. They simply paid no attention. Let
that man Noah talk! (or raye? ) Let him build a ship on
dry land! This world won't be destroyed! Let us eat and
drink and be merry ....
T he days before the second coming of Christ will be the
same. People will continue to Ih'e the way they have
always done in spite of all di"ine warnings and predictions.
They will think only of the present and make such plans
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for the fuhrre as are necessary to insure physical comfort.
No thought is given to the possibility that this world will
not always stand. As the people of Noah's day either
ignored or ridiculed his warnings, so the world will either
ignore or ridicule the warnings of the church of Christ.
So will it be in those days. How far do those days lie
in the future? To ask the question is to answer it. We are
living in those days! Modern man says: "Don't upset me
with such dire predictions." ''''hen our leaders warn us of
the awesome destruction which would come in nuclear
warfare, modem man trembles a moment, shrugs it off, and
goes on as b efore.
In tltis passage our Lord does not speak of the grievous
sins which will be committed in the last days; rather he
pictures a totally heedless and careless world! Though the
people are warned verbally, though the signs are unmistakably clear, they simply stop their e.·us and close their
eyes . They will not be warned!
The deluge came as a complete surprise because the
people of that day had failed to give heed to previous
warnings. Before the rains began God closed the door of
the ark behind Noah and his family. How it rained! Forty
days and nights! Fear began to grow. Finally even the
tops of the mountains were covered. How small that group
of people who were safe in the ark! The warnings were
not baseless. D estruction came.
The heedlessness of the people in Noah's days will be
duplicated in the last days of this world's history. The
surprise at the end will b e far greater. T hen it will not be
a process of forty days to complete the destruction. Christ's
return will be as sudden as a Bash of lightning. The destrue.
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tion :~
......:! be jus: as co:n;llete. On.ly tbose i::J the
{ in the- Christ \\;ll be safe.

.l.-k

Question s

1. How can tee combat heedlcssness among church mem·
bers?

"I

Do you thank rom£' people may hace repcnted durin g
the forty days that the rain fell?

3. What are some of the indications of heedlessness t(){Zay?
Why don't people give heed to the clear warnings of
Scripture? Do we sound the waming 710t e enough?

LESSON THREE - PART II

AS IN LOT'S DAYS
Likewise even III it came to pas! in the dov! of Lot; lhev ate, thev drank, thev
booght, thev sold, thev planted, they htJilded;
but in the Jav tlud Lot went oot from Sodom it rained /ire and brim.stone from
heaoen and de$tToyed them all:
aftef' the same manner shalllt be in the doll that the Son of ,rum Is revealed.
Luke 17:28·30

Jesus mentions the days oE Noah and the days of Lot
together. Peter also makes mention of both in II Pctcr 2.
There are so many similarities that the mention of the one
period at once reminds one of the other. In Noah's time
the whole world was destroyed and in Lot's time the cities
of the p lain . The destruction mentioned in both accounts
was a d irect judgment of God on the wickedness of the
people. I n both instances few were saved.
.
As in the days of Noah, so also in the days of Lot it
was a heedless generation. They lived for the present. They
did all the things mentioned in the previOUS verses and it
is added that they bought and sold, planted and built.
Here is a picture of materialism. No thought is given to
man's spiritual needs. The world of sp iritual things is
entirely unreal to them. All striving is to satisfy the never·
to·he·satisfied craving for material things. That was also
Lot's reason for moving to Sodom. That place looked richer
than any other when Abraham gave hi m his choice. All
the things mentioned by Jesus are p erfectly legitimate
p UJsuits; but the emphasis rests on the fact that these were
their only concern. This danger has been real as long as
sin has been in this world. T llis sin callle to unbounded
expression in the days of Lot and will come to like expression in t he days immediately preceding the return of C hrist.
Surely, no one would contend that the days of such
gross materialism still lie in the distant future. Rather, the
disturbing question arises : Was Sodom as materialistic 3.S
p resentday America? Where would one begin to describe
the materialism of the p resent day? The philosophy of
pragmatism guides the t hinking of America. T he t ypical
American is far more concerned about his standard of living
than about his soul. That standard of living is higher than
ever hefore, but it must go higher. Even though spiritual
and mora l principles must he sacrificed, this craving for
material things must be satisfied. Men saeri11cc to Mammon
daily.
Jesus gives but a summary description of Lot's days.
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The account in Genesis stresses the moral decay of the
cities of the plain. That is the natural result of materialism.
Materialism becomes a religion. Paul teaches us in Romans
1 that the result of fa lse religion or idolatry is immorality.
Sodom had become infamous for its immorality. Even
Lot's family did not remain unscath ed. So sh all it be in
the days of the Son of Man.
Those days are upon us. Immorality is a national prob·
lem and disgrace. It often comes in more refined forms
today than it did in many eras of the past. Even the mem·
bership of the church has not remained unscathed. Moral
decay is found in all strata of society today. Heedlessness,
materialism, and immorality are the characteristics of our
modern day. T his combination points clearly to the late
hour on the clock of history.
Sodom's destruction was complete. Water was not the
agent of destruction, but fire and brimstone. Sodom did
not contain ten righteous persons. Four escap ed th e nre
nnd brimstone; one more perished while escaping; and two
of the remaining three were deeply infected by the moral
pOison of that city.
These historic instances are recorded to warn us "on
whom the end of the ages has come."

Questions

L When do legitimate pursuits become sin? Can certain
actions be sin for one person and not for anolller?
What determines the sinfulness of a deed?
2. How are materialism and immorality related? 'W hat is

the reason for this relationship?

3. We speak of atheistic and materialistic communism. Is
there II {Zanger that our present way of life will lead
right into the arms of the enem y we fear?

4. 11ow carl we combat materialism and the immorality of
today?
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LESSO)l FOUR - PART I

THE LAWLESSNESS OF THE LAST DAYS
But know this, that in the last MYS grlevOfUl times shaU come.
For men shall be lovers of self, /overs of money, boastful, haughty, railers, disobedient to parents, untlumkjul,
without natural affectUm, imp
Ie, slanderers, without self-cantTol, fierce, 1W
lovers of gorXl,
traitors, headstrong, puffed up, lovers of plellSfJre rather than lovers of God;
holding a form of godliness, but having denied the pOtve1' thereof: from these
also tum away.
II Timothy 3:1-5

u=g.

Throughout its history the world has been governed by
laws of which the law of God was the fo undation. Because
of men's obedience to law life was possible. A moral code
was adopted to which all men were to give allegiance. It
i~ difficult to imagine what life would be like if laws and
moral codes would no longer have an honored place.
Yet, the time shortly before the return of our Savior will
be characterized by a spirit of lawlessness. Those will be
grievous times, especially for the church. T he church has
sought to teach true morality according to the law of God.
Its influence has been considerable in virtually all times,
but in the last days it will be dillerent.
Men will be lovers of self. They make a caricature of
the love demanded by the law. This is the boldest expression of seIHshness. Because of this they are lovers of money
which is the means to satisfy their sel£sh desires. They become haughty and boastful of their own achievements .
Considering only themselves and their own needs, they
turn against both God and their fellowmen. They become
railers, they become abusive. Disobedience to parents is
the result. No one is honored or respected; not even parents
by their own children. 11en are thankful to no one but
believe they have a right to all they have received. All
the Christian virtues are foreign to them.
They are people without any natural affection, they
have no pity, they are slanderers ( "devils" in the original ).
They are the slaves of the devil to \yhom they sold themselves. Consequently, they lack all selfcontroL They b ecome fierce, as wild b easts. !\aturally, they hate all good.
These will even b etray the ones who are most closely
related to tllem. They have no honor. Recklessly they
throw themselves into sin and destruction. Instead of the
love for Cod, they have love only for their own pleasures .
These people may still have membership in the church
here OJ) earth. They will even have a form of godliness.
However, it is only form alism. The power of godliness,
that power which brings one into a lifeunion with God
and changes the whol e life of the individual, has b een
denied. Their religion is meaningless .
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What a picture of fallen man! Who would ever think
that the creature who was made good and in the image of
God himself could ever fall so low! It is almost beyond
human comprehension. But, in the last days such condi~
tions will prevail. Man's boasted progress leads to thisl
Law is still upheld today. There are many organizations, besides the church, which are vitally interested in
the moral betterment of our society. Are those days then
far off? Is this one of those signs which teaches us that
t he world still has far to go before it reaches its end?
Some think so.
Though law is still upheld, it is becoming far more
difficult to do so than a generation ago. The inhumanity
of man to man in many countries today reminds us of the
catalog of evils given by Paul in this passage. Betrayal of
one's loved ones is not unheard of today.
V,lhen man has once forsaken the law of God and has
made mockery of its basic demand, there is almost no limit
to the evils of which he b ecomes capable. Where godli~
ness is no pO\"er in a man's life, he falls under the domina~
tion of the evil one. The kind of life described in this
passage is not unheard of today. It is later than we think.
"Grievous times" . . . the church \vill have to live in a
world peopled by enemies of all law and order.

Questions

1. Do 'JOlt thillk that the problem of juvenile delinquency
is a sign of the times? Is tlw present attitude toward
law, law-enforcement, and punishment different from
what it WlIS in former times?

2. How did Jnlllly of the sins mentioned here come to
actual expression in the occupied countries of Europe
from 1940 to 1945? Have things improved since that
time?
3. Wlwt must I.he church do in such a time of lawlessness?
Should we emphasize ethics more tlwn doctrine from
our pulpits?
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FOuR - PART II

DOCTRINAL LAXITY
POt' the time will come when they will nat endure tile .!'Oulld doctrine; bllt, "aving
itching ears, will heav to themselves teachers after their own lusts;
and will turn away their ears from the truth, and tum askle unto tablet.
II Timothy 4:3. 4

The signs of the times arc seen both within and without the church. In the unbelieving world lawlessness will
finally lead to a complete collapse of the social structure.
But within the church the signs will also be unmistakable.
Paul exhorts Timothy to preach the Word of Cod in
all its fulness at every opportunity. He was still able to
do so at that time. Every opportunity must be used to do
it today because the time is coming when it will no longer
be received. 111CO it will fall on deaf ears.
During the last days men will not endure sound doclTinc. By this sound doctrine Paul means the healthy diet
of the believing soul. That is the doctrine which the soul
needs to live and grow. The days are coming when con·
fessing Christians will not desire this doctrine because their
souls are sick. They cannot stand this diet. Therefor e,
feed and nourish them while you can. Those who receive
it now will be fortified against the epidemic whcn it
makes its appcarance.
At that time mcn will have itching ears. They them·
selves will determ ine what they wish to hear. They will
desire to be entertained  even in worshipl The whole man
will not be involved any more. Just so preaching is pleasing
to the senses. Here is the mark of superficiality. The mind
m ust not be challenged; the heart must not be affected;
only the senses must be "tickled."
To obtain what they desire, they will heap to themselves teachers after their own lusts. They will need many
 they will accumulate teachers. Why? Because they will
soon tire of each one. Timothy must preach the Word and
he is capable of doing so and can go on doing so. But
people soon tire of entertainers1 Popularity wanes. These
socalled teachers must measure up to the standards set
by those who desire to be entertained. Their own tastes
choose the "teachers."
When people cannot endure sound doctrine, they turn
away from the truth because the sound doctrine is the
truth. However, man has an inborn need for religion. How
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will this need be satisfied? They turn away from the truth
and turn to ... fables! There are plenty of these. The
fals e teachers have always come with fables. This is false
religion and the enemy of true religion.
These phenomena have been seen in the history of the
church again and again. Sound doctrine was being
neglected even in the later days of the Apostles. Think also
of the time preceding the Reformation. Various other
periods of history might be cited. Let no one say that
our day is hee from this evil1
This evil grows. It becomes more widespread. Certainly,
there are still many who feed on the "strong meat" of
Scripture, but their number is decreasing. Doctrinal purity
does not have a "popular" appeal! In how far we have sue·
cumbed to the desire for religious entertainment is difficult
to gauge.
Those who proclaim "fables" can claim more success,
a larger number of followers than those who proclaim the
"everlasting gospel." The sects and cults are growing by
leaps and bounds. What is their appeal? This: They still
seek to satisfy man's religious needs but they base their
appeal on the doctrine of man's innate goodness and
dignity. No need of rebirth. No need of selfdenial.
:\0 need of belonging to Another in body and soul for
time and eternity.
Questions

1. Does "sound doctrine" mean deep, involved doctrinal
truths? C(m "sOlmel doctrine" also be very practicnl?

2. What arc some modern-day indications of "itching
ears"? Is this already a problem in tlw Christian Reformed C1lUrch?

3. Do you think it would still be possible to have a
doctrinal controversy in ale Christian Reformed Clwrch?
4. Why do people turn from the church to sects?
nineteell

"IF THOU WILT FAll DOWN AND WORSHIP ME"
E HEAD in Matt. 4 that "Jesus was led up of the

W

Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the
devil." According to the gospel of Luke. Jesus was tempted
of the devil for forty days. No detail is given of the mauner of temptation during those forty days. Matthew relates
that after those forty days, during which Jesus fasted, he
afterwards hungered. It is also after those forty days that
the three temptations occurred wh ich are recorded in both
Matthew and Luke. Both evangelists record the same
temptations in very much the same word ing, though they
follow a different routine for the last t",IO.
Following the line of Matthew I would call renewed
attention to the last temptation when the devil took Jesus
up into an exceedingly high mountain and showed him all
the kingdoms of the world and the glory of them (for that
is delivered unto me - Luke) saying: "All these things will
I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me." I
want to ask you if you have not come across a 20th century
revised edition of this same temptation rampant in many
segments of what is callcd the Protestant Christian Church.
How real and how great was this temptation in the
wilderness by the devil for Jesus? I believe it was a real
temptation and a strong one. In essence it was like the
temptation of Adam and Eve in paradise, but many times
multiplied. We know that the outcome was not in doubt
for Jesus could see through the statement which carried a
grain of truth and he answered the devil \\ith the Word:
"It is written : Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God and
him only shalt thou serve." And he rebukes the devil with
the words: "Get thee hence, Satan." However if we remember what Gethsemane tells us of the great fear and dread
of the cup which Jesus was to drink so that his sweat
became great drops of blood, then we can realize that this
Jast temptation in the wilderness was a very real one.
Worldly wisdom would reason that Jesus could prevent
all that suffering by just once bo\\ing the knee.
That these temptations were se\·ere and formidable is
proved by the fact that the ordeal left Jesus exhausted.
We read that "'angels came and ministered. unto him ." And
we also read that "the devil left him for a season." "'Ie may
nevertheless well believe that the de\il had a hand in all
the antagonism and the enmity of the Jewish rulers, also
in finally condemning him to death. It is questionable
whether the devil understood that Jesus· apparent defeat.
when he dicd on the cross, would be turned into victory
when he arose from the dead.
It was then that the power of Satan was broken. When
Christ arose victoriously from the gra\·e he triumphed over
Satan and death and hell. And when, after Jesus' ascension
twellty

into heaven, Satan had no more power to direct his attacks
against the Son of Man, he diverted his tactics and began
to persecute the followers of Jesus who had received the
commission to preach the gospel of salvation to every
creature. In order that this divine commission might be
fulfilled it was necessary that Satan should be bound for
a long period (pictured as a thousand years) in order to
prevent him from deceiving the nations of the world, so
that gradually the gospel message might spread over the
whole earth. This binding of Satan at the beginning of ~he
Christian era is described in Hevelation 20: 1-3.
It is not stated that by this binding of Satan he has
lost his power altogether. Fact is that he tried several times
to prevent the forward march of the gospel. The church
was persecuted at various intelvals by Jews, Romans, and
the Roman Catholic hierarchy. But in spite of these persecutions wherein Satan showed his hand the church grew
and expanded. At the end of the period, called a thousand
years, Satan will be loosed a little season. Do we not see
him tugging at his chain in order to break it? Very likely
so. ~Iaybe
the devil knows he has only a short season and
is doing some preparatory work right now in the effort to
dethrone the Christ. Not openly of course and not in those
words. The arch-liar from the beginning is picturing before
the eyes of the followers of Jesus a material kingdom here
on earth, a sort of half heaven with Christ to be put on a
throne in the earthly Jerusalem.
In order to make that picture attractive he appeals to
the imagination of man to seek for his happiness here on
earth with the prospect of a glorious reign of peace and
plenty, but - elltirely earthly. He hides his purpose under
the pseudo-laudable effort to honor the Son of God in
making him a great King, ruling in a political sense over
all the nations of the world for a long time. I said that
Christ was to be put on an earthly throne in Jerusalem.
For you can look through all Scripture and you will not
fi nd it mentioned once that Jesus Christ is coming b.1.ck to
this earth in order to rule here in a civil and political sense.
But the devil would not succeed with this glorious mirage
of an earthly reign of peace, unless he first reduces the
picture of the Son of God, reigning in heaven at the right
hand of the Father, to a mere caricature of his personality.
And it is at this pOint that Satan shoots his arrows.
There is no danger of Satan deceiving us, if we hold
fast what we read in Hebrews 1: that "God ... hath in these
last days spoken to us by his Son, whom he hath appointed
heir of all things, by whom also hc made tbe worlds, who
being the brightness of his glory and the express image of
his person and upholding all things by the word of his
power, when he had by himself ptuged our sins, sat down
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throne on the right hand of the Father that he is flO IL."
ruling this \,·orld and all its moyements. \\"hen he ascended
into hea\"cn he told his disciples: "All power is given unto
me in heaven and in earth." And we are admonished by
Jesus and also by the apostles to "seck the things which
are above \.... here Christ sitteth at the right hand of God
and to set our affections on the things above. not on the
things on the earth" (if we arc risen with Christ). Also:
"In him [Jesus Christ] dwellelh all the fulness of the
Godhead bodily." And we are complete in him.
Having our minds and heart'> fix ed on this glorified
Christ it is absolutely impossible that we can picture him
leaving his throne of glory and honor in the presence of
the holy angels and again so decply humiliating himself as
to come here on this sinful earth for the purpose of ruling
in a political sense over the nations of the earth for a
dc.finite period of lime, which after all will end in ignomin·
ious defeat when the devil shall once more have free
sway. It is only if we lose sight of the divinity of Christ
and his being one with the Father and the Holy Spirit and
regard him only as a creature. be it then a very exalted
creature. that such a fantastic illusion as a thousand years'
reign can take hold of the imagination of men who call
themselves Christians. They may not realize that the devil
has for a long time been trying to put that over in the
Christian Church to deny the divinity of Christ. It was for
his confession that he was the Son of Cod that Jesus was
condemned to the cross. They may not realize how the
imagined glory of this earthly reign puts the affections of
the church on the things of this earth. instead of on the
heaven ly. It is this earthly glory(?) that the devil wants
Jeslls to accept. if he will only condescend to come down
and become the earthly ruler.
Do you recognize the similarity between Jesus' tempta·
tion in the wilderness and the present temptation for
Christ to humble himself once more under the pretense of
glory? This temptation is not now by Satan personally. but
by the unstable minds of men whom Satan now uses as the
tempters. It is the same temptation in a dillerent setting.
And the devil's purpose is also the same, namely, to humil.
iate the Son of Cod. And he blinds the eyes of those who
follow his instigations with the picture of such a glorious
timc on earth.
For an effectual estimate of whether we are on solid
scriptural ground we can use as a gauge our confession of
who we believe the Son of Man to be, whether we believe
that he is "the Christ, the Son of the living Cod." whom
we call with Thomas: "My Lord and my Cod," or that we
only believe him to be an exalted creature as some do.
For the greater the Mediator becomes to us. the greater
will become the impossibility that he will ever soil his
feet on this earth again. except for judgment. The glorified
Christ is too holy that sinful men should behold him here
on earth. After his resurrection he never appeared to his
enemies. only to the disciples. 111is last fact of course
the devil forgets to mention.
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It mlli-t Il(" be U!lderstood that this fant!lstic mirage is
.,;. real temptation for our Sa\ior in heaven. but if the devil
can tum the affections of the followers of Christ to the
things of this earth. he has gained part of his purpose.
Our conclusion is that this whole millennia! mirage is
notrung but a "cunningly devised fable." a child's dream
\dtho:ut reason or logic.
Peter L. Van Dyken
Ripon. Calif.
PLEADS FOR FEDERAL AID FOR CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS

T WAS WITH great interest that I read the two articles
regarding our educational program by Rev. C. Van
Groningen. I am in agrcement with his thoughts. It is my
belief, however. that the subject of Christian schools was
not treated sufficiently. It was implied that there are hvo
kinds of people: those in favor of it and those who are
opposed to it because it costs too much. It is in regard to
this last point that I would like to make a few remarks.
~Iuch
of the lack of interest in Christian day schools is
due to the high cost. When we consider that in many
places Christian schools and the church.budget combined
amount to 50 dollars or more every month, that there are
"extra" collections besides, we may very well ask ourselves,
where will this lead us?
Since we arc to be the salt of the earth it seems that we
also should belong to other worthwhile organizations
which we consider to be important; and that too costs
money. What do we have le£t to join other groups?
Another question we might ask ourselves is this. Do
our children receive a better education, and are they bettcr
citizens onee they have received this schooling? Can they
be called leaders in different .Gelds. such as civic and
political affairs? What is the voting turnout in areas heavily
populated with Christian school graduates? Are our gradu.
ates concerned and informed about the problems that face
us? If they arc not. then it could very well be that the
cost is too high.
It is also a known fact that the requirements for a school
to be accredited are raised higher every year. That also
means an incre..'lsed cost in education. How high this will
go we do not know, but we might well ask ourselves, "Vilt
it be so high in another 10 years. that it will be impossible
to operate our own schools? When will those who give
leadership to the Christian School movement wake up and
start supporting efforts to obtain government support for
private education? Since we all pay taxes and since the
government has taken assumed responsibility for providing
the chiJdren of this country with an education. we should
be able to receive our share of this.
Crover S. McLeod. a prominent attorney of Birmingham, Alabama. wrote an article for the "Alabama
Lawyer" published by the Alabama Bar Association. In it
he proposed a very interesting plan. It would operate on
a cost per pupil basis. For example, if it \vould cost the
government $200.00 a year per pupil to educate a child. a
check for this amount would be mailed to the parents or
guard ian every ycar. The parents could take this cheek
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twenty·one

and "'buy" their child's educatiOD in the school o~ their
choice. This would seem to be the most democratic plan
that has e,·er been proposed. It would solve several prob·
lems. It would treat all the children of the land equally.
It would solve the problem of religion in our schools and

it would not violate the principle of the separation of
Church and State. Neither would it seem that this would
place the school under more government control than the
regulations which we now have to go by.
Another field would be transportation in the public
school bus. Why do we not receive this? Because many of
our people do not demand it, not knowing that it should
be possiblc to change the state laws dealing with this issue.
In the case of EVERSON vs. BOARD OF EDUCATION,
44A (2d) 333 (N] 1945) and 339 it was held that trans·

A
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portation in public school buses does not \iolate our
Federal Constitution. This case was appealed to the Su·
preme Court of the United States, which on February 10,
1957, also held that this decision does not violate the First
Amendment of our Constitution.
It has been said that tim would lead to government
control. To be accredited now we have to comply with
certain rules. Those who are so afraid of this control do
not seem to have any objection to some support in the
form of lire and police protection.
Unless some way is found to relieve our people from
part of this burden, the day may comc when our people
not only will be unwilling but also unahle to pay for this.
Stanley Rooda
708 East 14th St., No., Newton, Iowa
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BOOKS RECEIVED
(Note: Titles in bold indicate reviews will be forthcoming)
VEllUM CORPUS (On Calvin's Doctrine of the Lord's Supper). Doctrinal Dissertation by
Hartvelt. Price? Publisher, W. D. Meinema, Delft, The Neilierlands, 238 pages.
DIVORCE, by John Murray. Publisher, The Presbyterian and Refonned Publ. Co., Phila·
delphia. Price, $2.50; 122 pages.

I SAW THE LIGHT, by H. J. H egger (fonner R. C. priest). Tr. from the Dutch. P ublisher,
The Presbyterian and Reformed PubJ. Co. Price, $3.75, 171 pages.
EVEN UNTO DEATH (The Heroic Witness of the 16th Century Anabaptists). Dr. Wenger,
l'ublish(."] b y John Knox Press. Price, $2.50. 127 pages.
NORLlE'S SU.{PLIFIED NEW TESTA.MENT (In plain English, for Today's Reader), by
Dr. Olaf M. Norlie. Publisher, Zonden'an. Price, 83.95 ($4.95 after Jan. 1, '6Z).

HOW J DISCOVERED THE SECRET OF SUCCESS IN THE BIBLE, by Clinton Da\idson.
Published by Fleming H. Revell Co. Price? Paper cover, 156 pages.
THE YOUNG CHURCH in ACTIO~
(.-'. Translation of the Acts of the Apostles), by J. B.
Phillips. Published by 1\lacmillan. 103 pages.

Makers of Religious Freedom in the

17th Century
by MARCUS L. LOANE
Wm. B. Ecrdmans Publi sh;"g Co., Grand Rap idl,
Michig a". 240 pig'll, $4. 00. 1961.
This hook may be considcred a conlpanion volume to Masters qf th e English
Reformation in which author Loane estab.lished himself as "a reliable scholar. a gifted
writer, and a Christian leader of deep e\":U1geHcal conVictions," according to Philip E.
Hughes of London. In the present volume
the author portrays the s,·atesmanship of .\.
Hcnderson, the dcvotion of S. Rutherford,
the vision of Bunyan and the learning of R.
B:l~tcr
in such a way that, th ough we
reaUze the fallibility and frailty of these

men of faith, we nrc humbled and inspired,
disciplined and instructed by their example.
The first two "wcre promincnt in Chnr:::h
and State alike, P resbyterians to the back·
bone, virtually incapable of all ecumenicity
in Church affairs." Bunyan and Baxter, how·
e'·er, wcre l'uritans who spent many yea rs
in forced silence and in prison, but due to
thei r spiritual stature became figures of
national inlportance. All of them were in
the forefront of tlle fight for freedom in
their own age. They advoca ted freedom of
conscience and worship, freedom to seek
the tnlth as citizens and Christians. A~
such they can serve us with their courage~
e"l:ample and th eir noble ttmb ition.
H EN RY R. VAN TIL

An Introduction to the Science of
Missions
JOHN H. BAVINCK (tranllalion from The OUTeh
by Oavid H. Freeman) 323 pp.
Bilker Book Hau,'l, price $4.95

Of maldng many books also on missions
there seems to be no end. Many are worth·
while and deserve more attention than
they usually receive from the church public.
Seldom, however, does there appear a vol·
umo so comprehensive in its scope, so thor·
ough in its orientation, a nd so stimulating
in its conclusions as this one. Since its inj.
tial appearance in the Dutch lttngua ge seven
years ago, many have urged its translation.
The AngloSaxon nations, including the
United States to a nnique degree, are in
the forefront of missionary advllnce through.
out the world. More personnel and funds
are drawn from these lands than all others
together. Yet in the English speaking world
there has been a lamentable dearth of solid
missionary study in which justice is done
to the full round of Biblical revelation. This
book of Dr. Bavinck admi rably helps to
meet this need.
In this brief ~cview
we can only hint at
the richness wh ich characterizes ne.1rly every page. With scholarly thoroughness and
in complete obedie nce to the Scriptures,
the author introduces us to the missionary
c:tlling of the chnrch. The first and most
comprehensive section treats the theory
of missions. Both Old and New T estament
materi;ll sheds its light. The work is Cod's,
althongh he calIs and qualifies man to be 11is
agellt in fulfllling his divine purpose. Not
the Christian ind ividual or group but thc
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cogently for confronting the non-Christian
world "ith the full--orbed gospel. This
"comprehensive approach" he recognh:es has
been misused, but this does not excuse anyone from limiting himself in missions to an
isolated message. The Scriptures do not
pennit "the view of preaching as an isolated
event or activity; it is always included
within the larger context of such acts of
God that he still perfonns in our own day"
(p. 92). Bavinck also rejects the notion <;f
medical, educational and social services as
merely "auxiliary:· This evaluation "views
the essential element of the missionary task
too exclusively in tenns of the preaching of
the gospel, or rather: it overlooks the fact
that this preaching of the gospel is a very
complicated affair that touches man in all
his aspects and relationships" (p. 113). For
him missions is not just an affair of "winning
them one by one." In this context he addresses himself to such problems as individual and group (clan or tribe) and the place
of the church within the national context.
Thc aim of missions he admittedly borrows
from Voetius, stressing that the three aspects
 the conversion of the hcathen, the establishment of the church, and the manifestation and glorification of God's grace in
Christ  are basically one. Through missions
God establishes and extends his kingdom
among men.
The second main section deals with
"elenctics,'· the proper confronta.tion of
heathen rel igion and philosophy and social
context with the Christian gospel. In a
penetrating way Jle considers such matters
as Cod's present witness on the heathen
world, "moments of truth" in nonChristian
faiths, and points of contact. The discussion at this point breathes the spirit of a
dedicated missionary who draws upon his
rich experience of twenty years of service on
the field and tests his tentatiVe answers in
the light of Scripture. The last section is a
brief consideration of the essence, place and
task of the history of missions and the
prospects for this work in otIr world.
What must he kept in mind is that this
book is an "introduction." Many questions
are answered; still morc are raised in th( ~
reader's mind. On the conclusions there is
room for difference of opinion, also among
Refonned schol'lrs. Yet throughout Bavinek
demonstrates his loyalty to the Word of
God. Here is a rich and rewarding work
which deserves widespread dissemination.
PETER Y. DE JONG

Joseph The Prime Minister
'nd

Moses T"e Lawgiver
by WILl1AM M. TAYLOR
B 5 k~

241

r
~nd

Book House, Grend R5pid. 6. Michig8n.
482 page. respectively. $2.95. 1961.

These books are introduced as Bible
Biographies and are reprints of an original
published by Harper and Brothers in 1886.
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The author ....as bo:n L~ Scofund, ca..'!le to
.\merlca at the age of fortytwo, and held
the famous pllipit of Broadway Tabernacle
in :"\ew York for twenty rears. He also was
the L}man Beecher lecturer at Yale Seminnry and the L. P. Stone lecturer at Princeton Seminary. These ''biographies'· arc
really a series of expository sennons, rich
in instruction and warm with spiritual inspiration. They not only ha.ve universal
appeal but are rich with homiletical suggestion.
HENRY R. VAN TIL

The Epistle to the Romans
by JOHN MURRAY
Volume I, Chapters 1 to 8
(The New Intc.n;r.tional Commentary on the New
Testament). Wm. B. Eerdm a n$ Publishing Co.,
Grand Rapids, c. 1959. xxv, A08. $5.00.

One of the many outstanding feahlres of
Professor Murray's commentary is the
careful use and full knowledge of the best
commentaries on Romans both old and
new. Here is an author not only familiar
with Haldane and Hodge, and Calvin in the
Latin, but also thoroughly conversant with
such modems as Barrett, Barth and Nygren.
But this commentary is no mere citing or
sifting of other men's comments, but a rich
and full wrestling with the text and setting
forth of its meaning. Even though the work
evidences a proper appreciation for the
work of the Refonned expositors Calvin
and Hodge, tllC author rightly breaks with
them and even opposes them if necessary
to remain SClUpulously faithful to the tnlc
meaning of the text as he understands it.
Compare for example his treatment of 5:1221 and especially note 22 on page 189.
The great strength of Prof. Murray's book
is that it is exegesis and exposition pure
and simple. It seeks above all else to ascertain and set forth the meaning of the
text. Here we find no attempt to take the
. ~t
for setting forth Ilis own
text as a pret
opinion, be it theological or otherwise.
When the author feels it necessary to criticize at length the mistreatment of a portion
of tile text by someone such as Barth, he
docs so in a separate appendix (Appendix
0: Karl Barth on Roma ns 5). Indeed the
appendices are so valuable that they are
worth the price of the book itself. Appendices A through D are models of careful word and concept study th:"lt equal and
excel the best found in Kittel's Worterbuch.
Here we find treated "Justification" (26
pa.ges) , the phrase "From Faith to Faith,"
and «Isaiah 53:11" as it bears upon our
understanding of Christ's work as set forth
in Romans.
Prof. Mnrray brings his knowledge of the
fulness of tho Scriptural revelation and in
particular of Paul's contribution to bear upon difficult passages so that in Ught nf the
analogy of Scripture the full and true
meaning is seen. The commentary not only
gives good word studies, and explains the
meaning of verses, but shows the whole
thrust and direction of Paul's thought. The

reader 5ees both the forest in its unity and
the trees in their detail. Murray provides
the continuity and preserves Paul's chain of
thought by referring both backwards and
forwards in Ule beginning of his treatmen t
of both major and minor sections. This
balance is often lacking in other commentaries on this or other books of the
Bible; which either ex plain in detail but
fail to carry the thought forward, or give a
broad general survey and fail to explain
what is actually written. This commentary
avoids both extremes and combines both
elements.
Another of the most satisfying aspects of
this commentary is the fact that the author
never avoids or passes over a difficul t passage or problem. He carefully :llld fairly
presents the pros and COIlS for various pos~
sible or plausible interpretations and then
cogently weighs tIle evidence and sets forth
the reasons for his own understanding (d.,
ad 3:23, pp. 112f.). Not only is this done
in the exegesis of undisputed textual passages, but also in his able handling of problems of textual criticism. When the aUtll;)r
fecls the evidence for a textual variant is
inconclusive one way or the other, he
frankly and honestly says so. Realizing,
then, that one or more m.'ly be correct, he
sets forth what each possible variant, if
the correct one, would mean in its context
(ad 3:7, p. 97, note 5; ad 4:1, p. 128,
note 3).
In line with true faithfulness to the
teaching and theme of the book, the author
sets forth tile sovereignty and grace and
power of God in saving men through faith
by grace. Never theless, the commentator
docs not fall into an antinomian extreme,
but recognizes fully Paul's stress on the
goodness of the law and the necessity for
good works on the part of ChristLtl.ns as a
result or fruit of salvation.
11le accurate discernment and carefui
exegetical ability of the author come to the
fo re in his penetrating treatment of the
"Law" (nomos). He rightly recognizes that
Paul, as other men, uses words sometimes
with different variations or shades of meaning (d. pp. 105ff., p. 110, etc.). Prof. Murray avoids Ulat which has often trappe<'l
commentators on Romans by reco&'llizing
that Paul uses the word and eoncept «Law"
differently.
''We have here an instructive example
of th(l ease with which the apostle can
tum from onc denotation of the word
'law' to anothe r. The righteousness that
is unreservc<lly without law in one sense
of the word 'law' is, nevertheless, witnessed to and therefore proclaimed by
the law in another sense of that tenn.
Law in one sense pronounces the opposite
of justification, tlle law in another sense
preaches justification. This illustrate.; tile
nl.'Cessity in each case of Jctennining the
precise sense in which the term 'law'
is uscd by the apos tle and we must not
suppose tllat the tcnn has always the
same denotation and connotation. Esposi-
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lion has suffered fronl failure to recognize
this variation. Here tho variation is
exemplified in two consecutive clause~
(p. 110, ad 3:21.23).
So Murray shows that the meaning of the
word law, like any word, must not be
detenni ned only and solely by the use over·
all and elsewhere, but also and primarily
by the context.
.. 'Through what law? of works? Nay,
but throug!l the law of faith.' These
questions and the answer show that the
word 'law' is used in n different sense
from that used hitherto in this epistle.
But it is used later on in this same sense
(7:21, 23; 8:2). It is obvious that when
Paul speaks of 'the law of faith' he cannot mcan the law in the sense in which
it is opposed to faith (d. vss. 19,20,21,
28). For in tllnt event there would be
contradiction in the expression, 'the law
of faith.' This again evinces the flexibility of the word 'law' in tho usage of the
epistle and how easily the apostle may
P.1SS from one denotation or connotation
to another" (p. 122, ad 3:22-31 ).
Professor Murray makes a unique and
new contribution to our understanding of
Romans in his explanation of the parenthesis
of verses 13 and 14 in chapter 5 (pp. 187·
191, esp. pp. 188f.).
One wishes that the very valuable sum·
mary of contents had lIot been tucked away
on page xxii, and the divisions as to chap·
ters and verses were clearly denned in the
. table of contents.
This commentary is warmly recommcnded
for both scholar and preacher, minister and
layman. It combines accurate scholarship
with wllnnth of spirit and a clear analysis.
Its great virtue is that it mines the riches

Near To God
by ABRAHAM KUYPER

Wm. B. Eerdma", Co., Grand Rapids 3, Miehiga",
1961. $2.00.

After reading Near To Cod, one caTl not
help but fed near to God. The entire book
leaves a deep impression upon its reader as it
product of a man who was himself not only
an able theologian but a person who hiln·
self was a partaker of the riches of being
near to God. Experience of God seem<; to
be the heartthrob of the book. The au Uwr
shows his genius in bringing together his
unusual intellectual stature and his faith.
Dr. Kuyper takes certain specific passages
of Scripture and dwells upon them medita·
tively, taking the reader along with him in
his reflections. No doubt, this book docs
"reBect the mystical bent of his mind." In
his treatment of certain passages Kuyper
makes a distinction between soul and heart,
tlle theological correctness of which the
present reviewer is not adequately convinced. The author is not too clear on this
point.
But, to those who want to experience
the nearness of Cod and at the same time
read a great mind captu red by Christlikeness, Near to God is unhesitatingly
recommended.
AUBREY VAN HOFF
Senior Calvin Seminarian

De weg der lending
J. BLAUW
(paper) 5 1 pp. J. H. Kol<.

Of much smaller fonnat but very pertinent
for the church today is this contribution to
our mission literature, written by the secretary of Netherlands Missionary Council.
Dr. Dlauw strives to meet the arguments
which many are raising against the possibil.
ity of mission interest and zeal in the
chu rches. In the changing political, cultural
and religious scene of our age, the church
Bnds herself at a loss how best to prosecute
her heavenly calling to preach the gospel
everywherc. This is peculiarly pressing for
the Duteh churches, whose missionary resources were largely expended on Indonesia,
1I0W a elored land for them because of anU·
colonial and anti· Dutch sentiment. Many
church members come dangerously close to
adopting a defeatist attitude. Others have
lost interest with the e.~cus
that "our mission" is no longer accessible to them.
The author points to new doors. Likewise,
he urges a new appro.1ch. TIle churches
must reth.ink mis:sions today in tllC light of
the Christian principles of love and selfdenial. Since the book is brief, it seems
unfair to criticize the answers which are
suggested. Yet at times these aTe apt to be
misle:ldlng to the lIninitiatoo. The main
thrust is clear and sound. Missions is
Christ's work; therefore it cannot and will
PETER Y. DE JONG
not fail.
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of Romans and drives the readcr to Romans
and directs him in it. It is surely the best
commentary on Romans produced in the
20th ccntury by a Rdomled scholar in the
EngUsh language.
GEORGE W. KNIGHT, III
Fredcrick College
Portsmouth, Virgi nia
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