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UNSEARCHABLE!
The unsearchable riches of Christ. Ephesians 3:8.

Paul has taken his own measure] He tells us that he is “less than the least of all
saints.” But he cannot measure his Master] His love “passeth knowledge”; His
riches are “unsearchable.” He is Himself the Father’s “unspeakable” gift.

I have just had a letter from a South African friend in which he refers to a
native girl whose acquaintance 1 had made in his home. The family had taken her
on a vacation trip with them, and, for the first time in her life, she had seen the seal
It was a constant source of wonder to her. Coming from the parched interior, the
sight of so much water amazed her. And it was salt! How could she describe it to
the friends back home? And how could she convince them that she was speaking the
truth? She knew! She would take a bottle of the water home with her! As they
looked at it, she would describe the Indian Ocean, blue and boundless, as she had
seen it so often. Perhaps, in imagination, they would see it, too]l And she would
le} lthem taste the water for themselves and assure them that she had not added the
salt

But I cannot afford to smile at her simplicity, for these many years as a Christian
minister I have been doing the same thing myseif. Yes, trying to speak the unspeak-
able; to search the unsearchable; to give my hearers some impression of the bound-
less fulness that I have seen in Christl And how futile it has sometimes seemed! How
could anyone see the Indian Ocean in a bottle? How can anyone receive an im-
pression of the fulness of Christ from my poor words? But I've said, and I shall say
again, “O taste and see that the LORD is good.”

—Rev. G. N. M. Collins, Edinburgh, Scotland.

“The only theology that the Bible knows is the Reformed faith.” — DR. JamMzs 1. Packer
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A GREETING

A stretch of time never before traversed opens up
before us. With such a prospect of new possibilities of
service to our King, the proper attitude is not one of light-
headed celebration. Rather, with our eyes upon Him who
is our strength and our glory we would greet one another
with a handclasp of firm resolve to serve more effectively
in that cause which excels all other concerns, the cause of
the Kingdom of our Lord.

In that spirit we who publish this magazine greet you,
our readers, on the threshold of 1961. There is something
exhilarating about the beginning of a new year. At such a
time one's spirit soars, much as it does when one stands
high on a mountain and looks far down exciting vistas.
Surely, the work of the Kingdom is never done. Surely, the
possibilities for more effective withess are never exhausted.
An organ like Torch and Trumpet can and must enter new
paths of witness in furthering the cause to which it is
dedicated, the Reformed Faith.

We greet you with deep appreciation of this our spiritual
heritage and with steady resolve fo keep its light shining
brighter in 1961, under God's blessing.

A CONFESSION

The above words might very well be taken to be just
so much more of the lightweight patter that is often heard
at the beginning of a new year. We do not mean them to
be that.

We believe our greeting is spared from the judgment of
superficiality because it comes with a confession. And our
confession roots in the fact that it is not easy to publish a
journal that seeks to further the Reformed Faith consistently
and effectively. Of this we are keenly aware.

It is not easy to publish such a journal because it must ac-
complish two basic purposes. In the first place, such a
magazine must express the Reformed Faith accurately and
consistently. This is no easy attainment, as every careful
student of theology knows.

In the second place, the magazine must demonsirate how
every Christian in his place in life can and must live out of
the faith, his task a calling from God. In this area we
believe we have a record of more failure than success as a
magazine. This is where much work has to be done. We
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confess our shortcomings here. And out of our confession
rises a resolve.

A RESOLVE

We, the publishers of Torch and Trumpet, earnestly want
to do more by way of stating and exalting the claims of
Christ our King on all of life and culture. This must be
more than a mere statement of claim. It must be a demon-
stration of the Christian leaven in every area of human
concern. The extremes of culturism and pietism must be
avoided — extremes which often meet, curiously enough.
They meet when a Christian does not bear pertinent witness
to his faith in an area of human interest (literature or social
problems or physics or politics); when he deals with it as
if Christians and pagans have this interest in common. For
thus his faith is no more than purely personal piety, having
no real reference to the cultural concern.

We wish to do something better than that. That some-
thing better is, we believe, what Calvinists have always
sought to do on this score. But historical situations change,
even though the essential faith does not change. Thus there
must be new approaches and new evaluations of our
Christian task and witness. In the total task of spreading
the gospel we believe this intensive witness to the faith is
always a most urgent concern. Torch and Trumpet seeks fo
do more in thus making disciples of all nations, according
to the marching orders given by the Lord. Our humble
resolve is to further this effort in 1961.

A THANK YOU

We are grateful for the confinued interest and support
of our readers and friends. Without that interest and sup-
port our magazine could not long continue. We believe our
readers constitute in the main a respectable bloc of Chris-
tians with a devoted interest in the furtherance of the
Reformed Faith. Surely, the existence of such a bloc of
Christians is reason for deepest gratitude to God.

As we move into 1961 we covet the continued prayers,
interest, and support of our readers and friends. With such
heavenward-looking support Torch and Trumpet should,
with God's blessing, move to more fruitful service in the
year that lies ahead.

A cause so dedicated and so supported in humility can
surely go forward in the confidence of Romans 8:31: “If
God is for us, who is against us?”

REFORMED FELLOWSHIP, INC.
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Pointed Paragraphs:

DISCREPANCY IN THE ACCOUNT OF JESUS’' TEMPTATIONS?

Several weeks ago the assertion was made in an article
in The Banner (department “Voices”) and a similar asser-
tion was made in a more recent article in another periodical,
that there is a “discrepancy” between Matthew’s account of
Jesus’ three temptations in the wilderness and that of Luke.
In Matthew’s Gospel the temple-temptation precedes that
of the world-kingdom temptation while Luke gives the
latter second place. It is reasoned that both evangelists
cannot be right and therefore that either Matthew or Luke
was in error. But does this militate against the inspiration
and infallibility of the Bible? The answer is: No; the Holy
Spirit, to be sure, did not object to incorporating such slight
mistakes in the holy Word of God. Infallibility does not ex-
clude a certain amount of fallible material (discrepancies,
errors, contradictions) in matters that are peripheral and
unimportant.

We were surprised indeed to read about a “discrep-
ancy” in the account of the temptations of Christ. There
would have been a discrepancy only if both evangelists
had claimed to present the three temptations in their chron-
ological order. But the fact is that only Matthew makes that
claim; Luke does not. In Matthew the second temptation
(pertaining to the temple) is introduced with the word
“then” and the third with the word “again” (Matthew 4:5,
7). But Luke simply connects them with the word “and”
(Luke 4:5,9). If one asks why Luke put the third tempta-
tion in the second place, we can express agreement with the
answer of Edersheim (“The Life and Times of Jesus the
Messiah”) who writes: “...St. Luke inverts this order,
probably because his narrative was primarily intended for
Gentile readers, to whose mind this might present itself to
them as the true gradation of temptation.” This means that
to the Gentile mind, specially concerned about world af-
fairs, the temptation concerning the kingdoms of the world
must have been one of outstanding significance.

It should not be forgotten that the four evangelists do
not claim that they always follow the chronological order
in telling the story of the life and death of Christ. Each
had his own purpose and that often determines his empha-
sis. Even a modern historian does not always follow the
chronological order of events. He too may relate events in
the order of importance or he may begin an account with a
later event because it sheds light on an incident or series of
events which preceded.

Why any one should be eager to explain differences in
the two principal accounts of Jesus’ temptations as discrep-
ancies is something we do not understand.

H.].K.
WHY CRIME IS ON THE INCREASE
CCORDING to F.B.I. Director J. Edgar Hoover,
serious crimes reached an all-time high last year, and
still another sharp rise is indicated for 1960.
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“This ominous rise in crime cannot be explained away
as being due to population increase,” said Hoover. “Crime
has been rising four times as fast as the population. Unless
positive steps are taken to check this rising crime trend, this
country will face a crime problem of emergency propor-
tions in the years ahead.”

The fault does not always seem to be due to the fact
that our police officers are neglecting their duty. Parental
delinquency is doubtless the primary cause for this terrible
situation. But there is also the failure of our courts to
punish criminals promptly and effectively, whether they be
juveniles or adults. In Ecclesiastes 8:11 the Word of God
has this to say about it: “Because sentence against an evil
work is not executed speedily, therefore the heart of the
sons of men is fully set in them to do evil” Prompt and
adequate punishment of lawbreakers is one of the most
effective deterrents of crime.

P. W. Sr.

WHEN MEN DECAY

CCT N SPITE OF persistent efforts to end it, featherbed-

ding, sanctioned by much of our union leadership,
still persists. Multitudes of men draw a day’s pay for an
hour’s work or less. The American people have been taught
to expect something for nothing and that not too much
work is or should be expected of them. There are, of course,
many self-employed men and women who work very hard
and very long hours; but the general trend is toward shorter
hours, longer vacations, more holidays, less work, and
higher pay,

“Technical efficiency and high capitalization have made
it possible for the American people to live better with less
work than has been true in other countries. We should be
thankful for that and encourage it by rewarding the savers
who have accumulated the capital and the able men who
have developed our efficiency. Instead of doing so, how-
ever, we decry profit, demand low interest rates, and
heavily tax our ablest men while insisting upon less work
and more leisure regardless of man-hour output.

“We have not realized that the high productivity of
labor is caused by our technicians and the people who save
money to supply more efficient and more expensive in-
dustrial equipment.

“We are often puzzled at the lack of moral standards
in regard to featherbedding. What has happened to cause
men to demand pay when they do not give value received
— to insist in fact upon being paid for doing nothing? When
union leadership insists upon it, the individual worker, of
course, may excuse himself by saying that it is not his
responsibility. But immorality is still immorality, though it
may be sanctioned by powerful men in high places. ..

“When men are taught to believe that they are entitled
to consume without first producing, Pandora’s box is opened
and from it flow a great variety of evil that will destroy our
self-government, our freedom, and our prosperity. The

TORCH and TRUMPET, January, 1961



morz! law of God agazinst coveling. stealing, and bearing
false witness cannot be violated without bringing upon our-
selves the just retribution that is sure to follow. Other
nations which have forgotten God and his moral law that
undergird society have perished and we are by no means
immune to the forces that have destroyed them, We need
a nation-wide call to repentance and return to simple
honesty. Let ministers proclaim it from the pulpit, teachers
in the classroom, speakers on the platform, editors in their
publications, commentators over the radio, and business
and political leaders with all avenues available to them.”
Christian Economics, November 15

WILL A MAN ROB GOD?

HE ABOVE question was answered in the affirmative

by Malachi when he said that the people had withheld
their tithes and offerings. No doubt the same form of
Jahwe-robbery is continuing and calls for denunciation
today, However, there is another form of robbing God
which merits our attention and denunciation.

I refer to the temerity of those who would rob God
of his attribute of veracity, or truthfulness. Veracity, ac-
cording to Berkhof, is “that perfection in virtue of which
God is true in his inner being, in his revelation, and in his
relations to his people” (italics mine, V.T.). “God is not a
man, that he should lie” (Numbers 23:19). Would it not
seem that those who posit the possibility of error in the
Word of God are calling God’s truth into question? Paul
plainly tells us that he has no sufficiency of his own (II
Corinthians 3:5, 6), but that his words are Spirit-taught
(I Corinthians 3:13). Hence he issues commands as pro-
ceeding from God himself and the recognition of his written
injunctions as divine commands is the test of a Spirit-led
man (I Corinthians 14:37). Obedience to such apostolic
precepts is represented as the condition for Christian
communion (II Thessalonians 3:14). He assures Timothy,
who had known the holy writings from early youth, that
“all scripture is God-breathed,” that is, has proceeded from
the mouth of God. Whether one quote from Deuteronomy
or from Luke (Cf. I Timothy 5:18), all has its origin in
God. And Peter assures us that the writers were holy men
who did not speak their own minds but were moved by the
Holy Spirit (II Peter 1:21). Jesus is just as explicit when
he affirms, Thy Word is truth (John 17:7). The whole
Word is truth — not just its central message concerning sal-
vation, not merely a core or kernel wrapped in the husks
of historical forms that have no meaning today. Not one jot
or one tittle of the law shall fall to the ground. For “the
scripture cannot be broken” (John 10:35). Scripture is the
end of all disputation and gainsaying by devil or Pharisees.
And Christ is the faithful and true witness (Revelation 1:5,
John 8:14, 16). What Scripture says, God says (Romans
9:17, Galatians 3:8).

Yet there are those who would dissent from the con-
clusion, on the basis of the foregoing, that all of Scripture
is infallible. They argue that though the Bible declares
itself to be the breath of God, it does not say literally that it
is infallible and inerrant. Yet, these same people are no
literalists when they worship God on the first day of the
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week instead of the seventh and baptize infants as well as
adults.
Where is the consistency?

HRV.T.

CONTRADICTIONS IN THE GOSPELS?

¢ T IS surprising with what utter abandon the statement is
made in many present day scholarly works that the four
Gospels are ‘full of contradictions” Then when you see
what things they are that they call contradictions, you are
almost tempted to lose respect for some of the so-called
‘scholarship.” To be sure, in some cases, it is not easy to
harmonize all details. But to call them contradictions is
going too far, and makes one suspect that the ‘wish is father
to the thought. The fact that there are slight variations in
describing the same incident makes the testimony of the
various writers all the more trustworthy, for it precludes
the possibility of collusion among them.”
Henry H. Halley — Pocket Bible Hand Book, p. 281

GOD’S HANDS ARE TIED?

T HAS OFTEN been observed that preachers who are
Arminian in their evangelistic appeals can be surprising-
ly Calvinistic in a final plea or prayer. Apparently the in-
consistency does not disturb them. An illustration of this
appears in one of Hyman Appelman’s published sermons
entitled “Lost, Sought, Saved.” The closing paragraph be-
gins as follows: “God is ready, God is willing, God is eager,
God is anxious, God is pleading for the privilege of washing
away the sins of every soul in the precious blood of his
Son and heir. But his hands are tied, his power is limited,
his grace is constrained by you.” Note especially the
words, “But his hands are tied.” Then observe the con-
cluding sentence in this paragraph: “May God in his in-
finite mercy lead you into the way of the cross and salva-
tion.” Now let’s put the two together: “May God whose
hands are tied lead you into the way of the cross and
salvation.”
L.G.

WHY DO NOT ALL OUR MINISTERS PREACH
THE CATECHISM?
NE OF MY ELDERS attended one of our churches.
The pastor preached a Catechism sermon. Said the
elder, “He read the material found in the Lord’s Day but
never intimated where it was found and in his sermon
never referred to it.” Recently several bulletins came to my
desk from various churches. 1 observed that no mention
is made of the Heidelberg Catechism in the sermons that
were to be preached.

We as ministers and elders (who are overseers) should
remember what our Church Order demands of us in Article
68. There we read: “The ministers shall on Sunday explain
briefly the sum of Christian doctrine comprehended in the
Heidelberg Catechism so that as much as possible the ex-
planation shall be annually completed, according to the
division of the Catechism itself, for that purpose.”

Our Synod of 1902 decided: “with a view to the dangers
that threaten sound doctrine, the time-honored custom of
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preaching is emphasized, and the Classes are
urged to attend to the regular preaching of the Catechism.”

When Church Visitors come to our consistorial meet-
ings, their first question to the consistory as a whole refers
to the decision of the Synod of 1950 ( Acts, 1950, pp. 62, 441)
and reads: “Do you have preaching services at least twice on
each Lord’s Day ... once after the order of the Heidelberg
Catechism . . . and are the words of the Catechism divi-
sion, to be preached, read to the congregation before the
sermon is preached, and are these sermons explanations and
applications of the materials contained in the Lord’s Day
under consideration?”

We cannot understand why this decision is not always
carried out. Why camouflage the Catechism? Are we
ashamed of this creed? Are we not convinced that it is
based on God’s infallible Word? Why do we hesitate to
make our sermons “explanations and applications of the
materials contained in the Lord’s Day”? Surely, we can
answer the argument that in this way “we are not preaching
the Word of God but a man-made creed!”

We firmly believe that Catechism preaching keeps us bal-
anced in presenting the Gospel of God’s free grace; assists
us in proclaiming the whole counsel of God; aids us in
building up our people in the saving knowledge of God in
Christ Jesus; and helps us to combat both old and modern
heresies.

Why give this honored creed the silent, cold-shoulder
treatment? It has done so much to make us a strong
church!

E.B. 2.

THE POISON OF SOCIALISM IN SMALL DOSES

A recent article in the Reader’s Digest tells of the grad-
ual retreat of socialism in most of the countries of Europe
(“Why Europe Turned Away From Socialism” — November
issue, p. 105). There is evidence also in the Netherlands,
among a certain element in the Anti-revolutionary party, of
a strong revulsion against the excessive planning activity
of the government, as a result of which economic and social
freedom is at an all-time low. That reaction is probably
most vocal in the monthly periodical edited by Dr. A.
Zeegers, Mr. W. Beernink, Prof. Dr. J. Prins, Jhr. W. de
Savornin Lohman, and others. The October issue contains
a worthwhile article by Prof. Dr. Wilhelm Ropke entitled:
“Acute and Sleeping Socialism.” After the writer describes
“the lesson of Russia” as being this that a consistent planned
economy involves an unbearable tyranny, he summarizes
the next paragraph in the heading: “Poison in Doses,” and
writes in part as follows:

“Against this we sometimes hear the objection that these
lessons (of Russia’s freedom-destroying economic system)
are confined to Communism but that they do not apply to
the moderate collectivism of the West. This is a serious
error. We cannot sufficiently emphasize the fact that the
collectivist tendencies of the West — as well in the directed
economy as in the socialization — steer with hairfine preci-
sion into the track of this collectivistic totalitarianism. It
has always been a remarkable assumption that a half
collectivism is the best defense against a pure collectivism.
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If the economic program of democratic socialism consists
in this that a certain percentage is subtracted from social-
ism, we may well ask ourselves whether these half collec-
tivists will not in the end land in a more detrimental posi-
tion than the whole collectivists; for on the one hand they
accustom the masses to the direction of such a program
but on the other hand leave the radical realization to the
Communists . . . He who finds competition burdensome
must adjust himself to organization, obedience, disappear-
ance of personal responsibility and man’s subjection to an
all-controlling system.”

o o W

These words have special significance for us in America.
If President-elect Kennedy succeeds in fulfilling the prom-
ises made in his campaign, our country will be advancing
far on the road of socialism from which Europe is now re-
treating in disillusionment. The following words of warn-
ing by Dr. Répke will prove to be not idle: “In contrast to
the revolutionary socialism of the East with its acute social-
ization, creeping socialism asks us to use increasingly strong
doses. Not every new dose is strong enough to arouse oppo-
sition. Such opposition usually falls asleep until it is too
late.” H.J. K

ST. AUGUSTINE ON SCRIPTURE

e¢e T F WE ADD together the three factors which are bound

I up with Augustine’s high view of inspiration, that is,
inerrancy, authority and incomprehensibility,” we shall
quite readily see why he insists that one must approach the
Bible with faith if he is to understand it at all...

“Faith, however, is never blind credulity. It may go
beyond rational knowledge, but it is a belief growing out
of a conviction of the truth of the thing believed. A man
must be convinced of the authority of Scripture if he is to
acknowledge that authority. Destroy his confidence in the
written Word and you destroy his confidence in what it
teaches. ‘Faith will totter if the authority of Scripture be-
gins to shake’ (De Doctrina Christiana, I, xxxvii, 4). Once
again it would seem as if Augustine were anticipating the
problems of a later age. It has been argued frequently by
the older liberal critics that Christian faith does not depend
upon the veracity of every part of Scripture. It was con-
tended that while many of the sacred writings were pious
frauds we might recognize and believe the essential truths
contained in them. The neo-orthodox view is that the Scrip-
ture is, as a matter of fact, a quite fallible witness to the
truth. It is an authority only in the sense that nowhere
else is there such a witness through which the Spirit of God
speaks to men. To Augustine such arguments would prob-
ably have seemed to be devoid of common sense. His own
reasoning followed some such pattern as this: The Bible
is to be believed because it is authoritative; it is author-
itative because it is inerrant; it is inerrant because it is
inspired; it is inspired because holy men of old spake as
they were moved by the Holy Ghost.”}

*Augustine uses the term “profundity,” and the term “inexhaustible” would
represent this thought more accurately,
fItalics have been added throughout. (H.R.v.T.)

David W. Kerr in Inspiration and Interpretation, pp.74/5
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POST- ELECTION MUSINGS

by CHRIS HUISSEN

OW THAT our national election has become a matter
of history, it may not be amiss to pause a few mo-
ments for sober reflection. To be sure, future historians
will be able better to evaluate its meaning than we, the
participants in the contemporary scene; but we can’t avoid
asking certain questions and making a few observations.
For example, what bearing will Mr. Kennedy’s election
have on Roman Catholic influence in American politics?
What may be the social implications? Will it mean another
gigantic step toward the welfare state? Is it true that hence-
forth a candidate’s TV appearance will be the determining
factor for many voters, rather than the principles and plat-
form he espouses?

What has come to light in our own circles also may give
us a few moments” pause. Since Calvin College’s involve-
ment in the campaign has become a public matter, nothing
is gained by ignoring it. Let’s face it: Our College has been
much in the limelight before and after election day. It is no
secret that a few of the professors favored the election of
Mr. Kennedy and said so publicly. One has been an active
campaigner for him. Among the students a Kennedy Club
was organized. We know that some of our people voted
for this candidate. So here is loyalty to a political party and
its philosophy. And we want to be loyal to the democratic
ideal of freedom of speech and political action. The voting
booth should remain inviolable; the right of the secret ballot
must be maintained.

However, there is more to say on the subject. There are
times when political issues are such as to challenge our
right to vote for a certain party or candidate. In this year’s
election we were confronted with a religious issue. It was
raised by the allegiance which Senator Kennedy, as a mem-
ber of the Roman Catholic Church, owes to the Pope at
Rome, not only as a spiritual leader but also as the head of
a foreign state — one who claims temporal as well as spirit-
ual power. The Senator professed adherence to the prin-
ciple of the separation of church and state but that profes-
sion in no way altered the fact of his allegiance to the
Vatican.

There is every reason to believe that the insistence of
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Kennedy and his party leaders on keeping the religious
issue alive solidified the support of Kennedy by a very
large number of Roman Catholics. Sad to say, some Prot-
estants put their loyalty to the Senator’s party and their
support of the dubious principle of the welfare state above
their concern for the danger of a stronger Roman Catholic
influence in our political institutions. We suppose some
Catholics did vote for Nixon. But there was, as far as we
know, no Nixon Club in Aquinas College in Grand Rapids
and we heard of no Aquinas teachers who went campaign-
ing for Nixon, the only candidate who scrupulously kept the
religious issue out of his speeches,

Protestants can also point to reprehensible campaign
ethics of the successful candidate and his helpers. Who
could avoid thinking of the pernicious principle that the
end justifies the means when a person with a huge hospital
bill was interviewed, to illustrate the need of providing
medical care for elderly persons, when nothing was said
about that person’s Blue Cross insurance? (See David
Lawrence on this in his November 7 article in the Grand
Rapids Press.) Also, to Mr. Kennedy must go the dubious
distinction of initiating political rallies on the Lord’s Day.
And who did not hang his head in shame when former
President Harry Truman sounded forth in the language of
the gutter?

We hold that the administration at Calvin College erred
when it failed to give due consideration to the convictions
and feelings of the great majority of our Christian Re-
formed people by not keeping the political issue out of its
classrooms and not restraining one of its professors from
making propaganda for Kennedy even in church meetings.
After all, Calvin is a church school and those in charge
might have known that by not sufficiently reckoning with
the sensibilities of our people and ignoring accepted Roman
Catholic teaching and practice in church-state relationships
the School was bound to suffer loss in moral and financial
support by members of our churches. We believe that a
more forthright apology(?) than the one that appeared in
The Banner of November 18 would have been in order.
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Pray
for
Jerusalem's

Peace

by CORNEAL HOLTROP

O, WE'RE NOT thinking now of Grand Rapids, often

called the “Jerusalem” of the Christian Reformed
churches, and that by reason of geography, history, and
circumstances.

We have in mind just now Jerusalem, the capital city of
Judah and of Palestine, especially representative of God’s
ancient covenant people, and now figuratively of God’s Zion
amidst the nations and the ages. In that sense, to pray for
the peace of Jerusalem is to pray for the peace of God’s
people.

THE INDISPENSABILITY OF PEACE IN THE CHURCH

That's a petition that is needed always and urgently,
very much also in our day. In his great high-priestly prayer
Jesus implored concerning his church “that they all may be
one” (John 17:21). That is so wide, so deep, so challeng-
ing! We must fervently join in the supplication: “seek peace
and pursue it.”

So we are to sense and to practise our oneness with
God’s own everywhere and all the time. The closer they all
are to our heavenly Father, to our Savior, and to our
Bible, the closer they all are to us as we abide in that same
intimacy.

We want to sense and to express that oneness across
denominational lines as best we can. True, those lines are
often very necessary and good, somewhat like two very
friendly housewives who still stick to their own individual
housekeeping. But across denominational lines, love and
co-operation seek ways to flow, but without compromise
of principle.

It is especially vital that we sense and practise peace
and oneness within our own denomination. Fervent prayer
is needed that we may live in harmony in our own house-
hold of faith.

WHAT KIND OF PEACE?

As we earnestly plead for the peace of God’s people and
especially of our own church, we very much need to realize
what kind of peace we mean. It must be basic and thor-
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ough-going. When, a few weeks ago, churches joined in
prayer for the unity of the church in Nigeria, we were not
thinking of a surface unity, belied by basically conflicting
under-currents. We meant a unity according to the Scrip-
tures.

When we are told that an esteemed veteran colleague is
characterized especially by his aversion to controversy, we
can warmly sympathize with his sentiment but we also
fervently hope that his attitude may not be carried too far,
What if Luther and Calvin had said: “Well, more than all,
we want peace”? Paying too much for peace is perilous!

PEACE WHICH MAINTAINS THE TRUTH

It is for us all to pray for a peace which will maintain
the truth. “Great peace have they that love thy law” (Psalm
119:165). “To the law and to the testimony! if they speak
not according to this word, surely there is no morning for
them” (Isaiah 8:20).

Fervent prayer is needed that we may be “speaking the
truth in love” (Ephesians 4:15), thus growing up into
Christ, not being “carried about with every wind of doc-
trine” as verse 14 warns. So we are told to speak the truth
against deviating views wherever we meet them. That re-
quires a keen doctrinal sensitivity. Subtle initial deviations
are so difficult to discern and so easy to tolerate. The
forces of error are like a powerful woodsman; when the
wedge-point is once inserted mighty splits often follow.

In order rightly to resist beginnings of error it is neces-
sary for us to learn to know God’s truth as fully and faith-
fully as we can. Our search for clear and systematic under-
standing of God’s revealed truth should bring theology into
high honor and urgency. That deserves special emphasis
among us today, A colleague in our ministry said to me,
“I'm no theologian; I'm a preacher.” As if the two were
separate, or separable! I heard another say from my pulpit:
“Now, I'm not going to get stuffy and theological.” Was
that giving theology honor due? Is this heresy-hunting?
No, but tendency-pointing.

Jesus said: “These things have I spoken unto you, that
in me ye might have peace” (John 16:33). Note well, peace
through heeding and studying what he says. Let us honor
theology and Christian doctrine, both in pulpit and pew.
The road to decay of sound doctrine has these way-marks:
neglect, indifference, unbelief.

UNITY IN THE SEMINARY

With a sense of high gratitude and deep responsibility
we think now of our new memorial seminary building with
its symmetry of line and beauty of setting. Yes, “God’s
favor is our challenge.” So it will be far more meaningful
and beautiful to have in our seminary a noble harmony and
beauty in what is taught there —a symphony of truth, each
chair teaching in close harmony with every other because
all is closely founded upon God’s inspired and inerrant
Word, loyal in all details as much as devoted and Bible-
loyal scholars can make it so. Our seminary president
authored a book, titled and sub-titled: “The Christian Re-
formed Church: A Study in Orthodoxy.” May that char-
acterization apply to our church always and most of all to
our seminary.
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ar Iands have buildings and
campuses where the teaching is not sound. It started with
so-called “peripheral” matters and ate to the very heart.
Church history rises to sound earnest warning to us. This
should not be construed as casting unwarranted reflections

but still as having a definite note of urgency.

PEACE THROUGH SPEAKING THE TRUTH IN LOVE

Let us pray that Zion’s peace may be furthered by our
“speaking the truth.” What an example Jesus gave us! He
did not soft-pedal but spoke out pointedly against the errors
of his day. Surely, we must not be found wanting when
the cause of truth requires our speaking out.

That brings our thought to a colleague who is reported
to have stated publicly that we, as Christian Reformed, are
not required to hold to the doctrine of plenary inspiration.
As stated in the February, 1960, Torcu anp TrUMPET, it
offered him space to more fully explain his position on this,
but he replied that he would rather clarify his views in the’
Reformed Journal. After these many months we are hoping
that he will soon speak out in the interest of good under-
standing among us all.

Speaking the truth in love is also urgent. Let us pray
that we may not run out of good will toward others. In
mightily fighting the good fight of the faith, we are often
tempted to under-emphasize the love that “beareth all
things.”

However, on the other hand, we should not forget that
hewing to the line does cause some chips to fly. Keeping
the line is of paramount concern. Truth often does hurt;
sometimes must hurt before it heals. We must not be too
sensitive when our weaknesses are shown.

Right now let us pray that while avoiding large-scale
clashes we may not still have widespread partisan murmur-
ing. God’s church must not be divided into “camps” or
sharply divergent groups, It is not good to belittle views
of a different “stripe” than our own. We can learn so much
from those with a different viewpoint, just so they are true
to the Bible. “As iron sharpens iron, so a man the face of
his friend.” Let’s emphasize that “friend” element and do
the sharpening in love.

Prayer is the grand key-note. In private devotions, at
family altars, and as congregations, let us heed the word:
“Pray for the peace of Jerusalem; they shall prosper that
love thee” (Psalm 122:6).

TEENER'S CORNER
Whick Gnt Shatl 7 Wary?

QUESTION:

by LEONARD GREENWAY

I am a young man presently keeping company with two girls and
I cannot make up my mind which of the two attracts me more. The
one girl is fond of her home, loves to sew, cook, and bake. She is
interested in flowers and tries to awaken a similar interest in me.
She is eager to marry and have children. The other girl stays out of

SPIRITUAL BI-FOCALS

the kitchen as much as possible. She is crazy about athletics, knows
the football scores of the leading teams, loves to attend games and

does her share of yelling and jumping in the stands. She is lots of

by StmoN WALBURG

fun in a crowd, has plenty of spark, and likes to eat pizza after

midnight. Dandelions and African violets look alike to her. I am a
college student and will graduate in a year. My parents tell me I

Both near and far, Lord, help me see
Thy kingdom as proposed by thee,
Nor let my eyes, immersed in tears,
Or sorrow or in sodden fears,

Be narrowed to a few folk here,
Forgetting heathen not so near.

ANSWER:

had better make up my mind soon about these girls. Do you think
the second of the two could be a good homemaker?

A girl’s interest in athletics and social gaiety does not necessarily
disqualify her for good homemaking. However, you are not yet
ready for either of these girls. My suggestion is that you date a few
other young ladies for a while and meanwhile observe which of the

two mentioned above keeps coming back more frequently in your
thoughts. One thing is certain regarding the kind of choice that

Nor let me get far-sighted, Lord,
Forgetting that thy blessed Word
Is for the heathen right next door,
As well as for far Africa’s shore.
Give me bi-focals, Lord, to see

In all of life thy will for me.

confronts you: To have a happy marriage there must be community
of interests between husband and wife that extends beyond the
physical. Where such mutualness is wanting, the salesman husband
may come home at night saying, “I sold three cars today” to which
the wife’s only reply is, “Do you want an omelet for supper, or
shall I open a can of salmon? ”

e
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The Financial Problem

O{ our

Christian Schools

. . . Unsolved But Not Unsolvable . . .

by H. J. KUIPER

T IS no secret that the financial burden of many of the

parents who send their children to a Christian school is a
heavy one and that this burden becomes heavier as the
number of children who attend such schools increases. This
apparent contradiction is explained by the fact that our
burgeoning population makes existing schools inadequate so
that new and very costly buildings have to be erected. The
over-all increase in the cost of Christian school education has
resulted in a constant rise in the cost of tuition so that at
the present time some of our Christian families, especially
those with three or four or more children at school, find
the total cost of tuition prohibitive.

What is the solution of this problem? It is safe to say
that up to the present time no real solution has been found.
In the event of a severe business recession there is reason
to fear that not a few of our families would feel justified in
sending their children to a public school.

Endowment Funds

Various methods are being tried to solve this problem. A
few days ago we received a very impressive looking docu-
ment from the Consolidated Eastern Christian Schools
which are now busy establishing an endowment fund of
$100,000, the interest of which will be used to provide a
means of income for the running expenses of the schools.
This may be a step in the right direction. Any legitimate
means to lower the cost of tuition and lighten the burden of
those families which find it hard to pay for the Christian edu-
cation of their children should be welcomed. Yet we do not
believe that any of our institutions should ever be en-
dowed to the point where sacrifices of the supporters are
no longer required. Moreover, probably only a large organi-
zation like the Consolidated Eastern Christian Schools will
be able to accumulate a worthwhile endowment fund.

iten

The Tendency to Lean on Church Support

The general tendency among our schoolboards which
are wrestling with this difficult problem of Christian school
finance is to lean more and more on our churches for finan-
cial support. It is no longer exceptional for such boards to
hold the churches to which our Christian school fam-
ilies belong responsible for the tuition money which the
families are unable to pay. In some instances the school-
boards do not hesitate to send a statement to the consis-
tory or consistories concerned with the comment: The
deficit in the tuition of your members is so much; please
remit!

Boosters’ Clubs

The idea of a church boosters’ club, which, if we mis-
take not, also originated in the East, is gradually taking
hold among the supporters of our Christian schools in vari-
ous localities. Some of these clubs undertake to pay the
full tuition for the children of the church. Not only par-
ents of school-going children but a large proportion of the
membership of such a church contributes to this fund. In
other churches the club pays to the Christian school or
schools concerned what has been lacking in the tuition paid
by the parents.

It must be admitted that the growing tendency in our
schoolboards and school societies to rely on our churches
for the solution of the financial problem of our Christian
schools hardly fits in with the principle that these schools
should be non-parochial, parent-owned and parent-con-
trolled. Yet no one will deny that our churches have so
great a stake in the success of these schools that they owe
them all the moral support and all the financial aid which
they can give. The general feeling is that the inconsistency
of an increasing transfer of our schools” financial burden to
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the gov I Iy with respect
to the religious aspect of the work, should be overlooked.
In our opinion this inconsistency should not be perpetu-
ated. We believe that it would be better to make our
schools parochial, that is, church-owned and church-con-
trolled, than to abandon them or to allow the financial
obligations of the parents concerned to become too heavy.

Boosters’ Clubs are not the full answer to the financial
problems of our Christian schools. For example, we know
from consultation with one who is closely connected with
these schools that these clubs have even intensified the
problem for certain congregations —namely those which
have not seen their way clear, for one or more reasons, to
organize such clubs. We are told that the larger congrega-
tions which do have such clubs now feel that they should
not be approached in emergency drives for unpaid tuition
since their boosters’ club has paid in full for the congrega-
tion’s share of the tuition of its own children.

The Crux of the Problem

The nub of the financial problem of our Christian
schools is the fact that the burden of the support of these
schools rests on too few people, namely on the parents
whose children attend these schools. There are too many
families in our congregations which have a good income
and could make substantial contributions to this worthy
cause but fail to do so because they are unmarried or do
not yet have or no longer have children who attend. What
they fail to realize is that the proper training of our chil-
dren as good citizens and worthy members of the church
should be a matter of deep concern to every single family
and member of the church. Perhaps it is true that this is
realized, at least to some extent, by the families and indi-
viduals just mentioned, but in spite of the fact they still
fail to contribute properly to these schools. Why?

Scriptural Principles

The answer is in many instances that such members of
our churches, and others besides, have not learned the
sacred art of Christian giving. It is our conviction that we
as a church have been sadly remiss in stressing this in our
family visiting, in our teaching and preaching, and in the
work with our societies. We have failed as a denomination,
generally speaking, to teach and preach, in season and out
of season, that there is a Scriptural method of giving and
that such giving is both a means of grace and a source
of joy.

What is that Scriptural method? Paul declares in 1
Corinthians 16:2: “Upon the first day of the week let each
one of you lay by him in store, as he may prosper, that no
collections be made when 1 come.” True, this apostolic
injunction was given first of all with regard to “the collec-
tion for the saints,” but who will deny that it has a wider
application? In these words Paul lays down certain basic
principles which apply to all giving for the Kingdom. For
one thing, our giving should be proportionate to our finan-
cial ability (“as he may prosper’). We do not pay dues to
the church, as to many other organizations; that is, we do
not all pay a stated sum, the same for all. The more we
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eceive from the Lord the more we should give. But there
is one other important principle which this passage teaches:
our giving should be sacrificial and systematic. Sacrificial
giving does not mean that we should “give till it hurts.” If
our giving is truly sacrificial, it will not hurt. A sacrifice is
something that we set aside, separate, from our income or
possessions for a sacred use. It is something we yield or
relinquish as being offered to God. It should not be counted
among our rightful possessions but be regarded as a de-
voted thing, which we will not under any circumstances
regard or use as our own. This means, as Paul puts it, that
what is to be given should be laid by us in store (“put
something aside and store it up,” R.S.V.) in the conviction
that it is the Lord’s, not ours. For that reason such giving
does not hurt! It does not cause pain but pleasure.

Sacrificial giving should also be systematic. Paul com-
mands that this devoted part of our income or possessions
should be set aside every first day of the week, even if the
collection is not made till later. Our giving should not be
a matter of mere impulse. The notion which some Chris-
tians have that to put system into our giving is to take the
heart out of it is wrong. Impulsive, irregular, unsystematic
givers seldom give what they should.

What About Tithing?

If our giving should be in proportion to our income,
what should that proportion be? For example, one percent
or five percent of our income, when given to the Lord,
would be proportionate giving. Would it be the right
proportion? Those who deny that the ancient rule of
tithing has validity for us have no answer to that question.
Tithing doubtless had a divine origin and was practised by
the godly long before it was incorporated in the Mosaic law.
It has Scriptural warrant, not as a New Testament com-
mand but as a divine suggestion answering the inevitable
question what proportion of our income we should give
for the Lord’s work, not as a maximum but as a minimum.

We are convinced that we as a church, generally speak-
ing, have been much too timid and hesitant in teaching the
principle of sacrificial, systematic giving, through the
method of tithing. The result? Simply this, that too many
of us have never cultivated the sacred art of giving. It is
undeniably true that we shall not easily find joy in giving as
long as we have formed the bad habit of contributing to
God’s cause out of that which we regarded as our own and
which first went into our own pocket in the assumption that
we could use it for ourselves. Such giving is never cheerful,
eager giving. It is not sacrificial giving even if we occasion-
ally give large gifts. Such giving usually “hurts” because
that which we give was not set aside for the Lord before
it ever went into the Lord’s treasury.

The kind of giving which God requires through Paul is
most easily learned in youth. Parents are in duty bound
to teach it to their children. The latter should learn in their
early years to set aside a tenth of their spending or allow-
ance money for the cause of Christ. That is far better than
to put a coin into their hand on Sunday morning for the
collection box. Ministers have a wonderful opportunity to
explain the duty and the pleasure of tithing to their cate-
chism classes; but the task is primarily one for the parents,
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We believe that many of our people who think they are
doing their duty in the support of church and school are
in reality not contributing as the Lord has prospered them.
We are convinced that if all our people were tithers there
would be no lack of funds for our Christian schools and
the many other causes which need their support. What is
just as important, to say the least: they would then be
giving eagerly and cheerfully,

One may say that all such wishful thinking about con-
verting our people to the godly habit of proportionate, sac-
rificial and systematic giving will not solve the present press-
ing financial problem of our Christian schools and other
Kingdom institutions. But only in this way are we getting
down to the root of the problem. We are persuaded that

this long range program is the only real and lasting solution.

How significant it is that the Seventh Day Adventists,
who make tithing an obligation for all their members, and
who require additional offerings besides, are far ahead of
all other churches in their per capita contributions to re-
ligious causes. Let us learn from them, not by making tith-
ing a sort of legal obligation for all our people but by
preaching and teaching it as a Scriptural method of volun-
tary giving and by devising proper means to encourage it in
the rising generation. Then we shall no longer have so
many unmarried young men in our churches who spend all
their money on cars, gas, and sport, nor so many young un-
married women who need all they earn for hairdos, cloth-
ing, and earthly pleasures.

SERMONETTE

A Fool and His Money

(Luke 12:13-15)

by LAMBERTUS MULDER

HOUSANDS of people had come together and heard
Christ’s sermon against sinful fear and earthly anxiety
— so many in fact that many feet were trampled.

One of those present listened with growing impatience,
because whatever the Preacher said did not allay his anx-
ieties in the least. He was preoccupied with the thought
how to talk his brother into dividing an inheritance with
him. Apparently the brother was not easily talked into such
an act of fairness and justice.

Understandably this matter preyed upon the listener’s
mind, particularly since this type of injustice hit him in
his soft spot — the pocketbook.

The sermon, preached by Christ, in no way applied to
his troubles, he felt. To fear God and not men, no matter
what they do, is an abstract sort of religion not dealing with
the ethics of a dishonest brother. Then what’s the use of
being fellow members of the Old Covenant church where
the Mosaic law is held in the highest respect?

But perhaps the minister could be brought down from
his lofty perch if faced with this piece of corruption in
Israel.

Boldly this auditor interrupted the sermon! “Teacher,
bid my brother...” The reply was scathing. “Man, (sic)
who made me a judge or a divider over the two of you?”

That was all; no sympathy expressed; the whole matter
simply brushed aside as being immaterial and of no con-
sequence whatever. So it seemed. Was this the same Christ
who spoke the famous words of Matthew eighteen: “If thy
brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his
fault...”? Was this the same preacher who declared: “If
thy brother has aught against thee, leave thy gift at the
altar and go and reconcile thyself first’? Did this problem
not concern Him and could He simply brush it aside?

twelve

Should not the Master volunteer to go along as a witness
to hear the argument between the two brothers and try to
effect a reconciliation? No, the devastating words: “Man,

” are the only answer and have found their mark un-
erringly.

Our listener had become visibly upset; his whole
demeanor portrayed his real interest. He was not con-
cerned about his erring brother in the least; he was in-
terested in the money. His brother could go to perdition
for all he cared. In short, the fear of God was not in him;
hypocritically he asked the Master for help with his prob-
lem. A problem he had, to be sure; but no Christian
concern for the eternal welfare of his thieving brother.

Beware of covetousness, added Jesus, showing a deep
concern for the real problem of this man, adding a parable
for good measure lest the application should escape him.
“Thou fool....” In spite of all the grand plans and
financial schemes, you will die before they have been
executed and your money will have departed from you.
“So is everyone that layeth up treasure for himself and is
not rich toward God.” Yes, when that sermon was preached
a lot of toes got trampled upon in more ways than one,
no doubt.

We too have earthly blessings given unto us by the
Father of lights and we enjoy them with thanksgiving, for
every gift of God is perfect. But the Lord rips off every
mask of artificial piety, because his Word cuts down to
the dividing of bone and marrow. “MAN,...” “Take heed
and keep yourselves from all covetousness: for a man’s life
consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he
possesseth.” Such a man is a fool.

A fool and his money are soon parted.
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CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS SERVICE, INC.

(An Educational Outpost of Calvinism)

IT HAS been declared that Dutch

Calvinism has not had so impres-
sive an influence on religious life in
America as it should have had. That
criticism may be correct and just.

Two factors, among others, would
undoubtedly play a part in the effect-
iveness or ineffectiveness of Dutch
Calvinism in the United States. One
factor would be zeal in promoting
Calvinism in this country. The other
factor would be something unique
and extraordinarily meritorious about
Dutch Calvinism, which other brands
of Calvinism did not equally possess.

In regard to the latter point, if
Dutch Calvinism has really had some-
thing unique to contribute to Ameri-
can Calvinism, then it is the policy
of promoting church-related schools.
This is a policy of great significance
for promoting vigor in the churches.
Although the early Puritans and oth-
ers organized church-related schools,
later American Protestantism acqui-
esced in a shift to government-con-
trolled schools, in imitation of the
Prussian system.

In the Netherlands, in the last quar-
ter of the nineteenth and the first
quarter of the twentieth century un-
der a coalition government of Re-
formed and Roman Catholics, govern-
ment school laws were put through
which permitted groups of parents to
organize their own schools, and obtain
a pro rata share of government taxes
for them.

The immigrants who came to the
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by JOHN VAN MOUWERIK

United States from that time forward,
if they had a positively Reformed
background, were at least accustomed
to the idea of church-related, parent-
controlled schools which provided
Christian instruction. Many of the im-
migrants coming after the close of the
Civil War favored the development of
such schools, especially those immi-
grants who came in the years 1880 to
1920.

Presently members of the Christian
Reformed Church, as a segment of
that immigration, help support an ex-
tensive school system associated with
the National Union of Christian
Schools. The system has approxi-
mately 47,000 pupils and an annual
budget of somewhere between $10
and $15 million. This in itself is an
impressive achievement; it is expen-
sive, but worth the cost.

& o L]

In 1947 the Christian Reformed
Church was a member of the National
Association of Evangelicals. In fact,
it was one of the largest and most vig-
orous denominations in that Associa-
tion. At that time the proposal was
made to the National Association of
Evangelicals that an affiliate be organ-
ized, which would promote the organ-
ization and operation of Christian
Schools outside of the Christian Re-
formed Church, especially among the
other denominations and churches
which were members of the National
Association of Evangelicals.

That proposal resulted in the organ-
ization of the National Association of

Christian Schools. The activity of this
affiliate to the National Association of
Evangelicals turned out to be as fine a
flower as grew in its garden. Many
Christian schools were organized
which had no connection with congre-
gations in the Christian Reformed
Church. Here was a case where our
Calvinism was really having a salutary
effect upon the American religious
world.

In the early 1950°s, for reasons
which appeared sufficient to the
Synod of the Christian Reformed
Church, but not to all its members, it
withdrew from the National Associa-
tion of Evangelicals. This did not have
an immediate effect upon that unique
contribution which the Christian Re-
formed Church had made to that As-
sociation, namely, that it had induced
it to organize the National Association
of Christian Schools.

The work of the National Associa-
tion of Christian Schools, therefore,
continued uninterruptedly and with
gratifying success.

The work done by the National As-
sociation of Christian Schools was
largely that performed by Dr. Mark
Fakkema, its Educational Director,
who previously had been the Educa-
tional Director of the National Union
of Christian Schools, and prior to that
time the principal of the Chicago
Christian High School.

o o o

Because of the expansion of the
work in the National Associaiion of
Christian. Schools, and because of the
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desirability of training an understudy
for Dr. Fakkema, the staff of the Na-
tional Association of Christian Schools
was enlarged in 1958 by the addition
of a young man from one of the Evan-
gelical churches. This, for the first
time, injected a man with a non-Re-
formed background into the active
staff of the National Association of
Christian Schools and, as was natural
and more or less to be expected, pol-
icy differences developed. Some of
these were of a practical and some of
a theological character. It was also
natural that these differences would
come to the attention of the Board,
there to be decided finally.

The Board consisted of members
with an Evangelical but non-Reformed
background, and of others with a Re-
formed background, several of whom
were of Dutch descent.

In the subsequent resolution of dif-
ferences, the non-Reformed members
took a position that was either neu-
tral or unsympathetic to the historical
approach of Calvinism. In addition,
four of the members of the Board who
belonged to one or another of the de-
nominations of Dutch Calvinist origin
took the position that the Calvinist ap-
proach should not necessarily be con-
tinued, but that the work might ad-
vantageously take on non-Reformed
aspects. One of these Board members
voiced the opinion that work among
Evangelicals should not be handi-
capped by the Calvinist approach.

The decision of the Board of the
National Association of Christian
Schools did not, of course, put an end
to the promotion of Christian schools
among the Evangelical churches, but
it did initiate a change in the program
which had had the characteristics
which historically have been associ-
ated with Calvinism.

Some of the Calvinists who had
consistently supported or been active
in the National Association of Chris-
tian Schools, including three of the
Board members, late in 1959 organ-
ized Christian Schools Service, Inc.
This was kept inactive and “held in
escrow” in order to discover what turn
events would take in the National As-
sociation of Christian Schools.
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In the latter part of June in 1560
the founders of Christian Schools
Service, Inc. activated their organiza-
tion. Early in July Dr. Mark Fakkema
resigned from the National Associa-
tion of Christian Schools, and in
August became employed by Chris-
tian Schools Service, Inc.

Christian Schools Service, Inc. is not
an association, or a union, but a
service organization, as its name im-
plies. Furthermore, it has no connec-
tion with a denomination or with any
association of churches or ecumenical
group. It is proposed that it never
have such an association. If it were
an affiliate of the World Council of
Churches, its field would be restricted
by that connection. If it were associ-
ated with the National Association of
Evangelicals, its field would be re-
stricted by that connection. If it were
associated with the International
Council of Christian Churches, its field
would be restricted by that affiliation.
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There are large areas of the Ameri-
can Protestant church world which
are practically untouched by the
Christian school idea. The big Prot-
estant denominations — Presbyterian,
Methodist, Baptist, Congregationalist
— have not yet accepted the idea of
church - related, parent - controlled
schools. A program to interest such
denominations could hardly be begun
denominationally by the Christian Re-
formed Church, which is not a mem-
ber of the World Council of Churches,
although the big Protestant denomina-
tions are. Neither is an organization
affiliated with the National Associa-
tion of Evangelicals, which includes
none of the big denominations, an
ideal affiliation from which to work.

Therefore it became desirable for
the Christian Schools Service, Inc. to
be not only undenominational, but
not even to belong to an ecumenical
group. That is its deliberate policy.
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Christian  Schools Service, Inc.,
therefore, intends to be “all things to
all men” in the Christian school field.

As the Apostle Paul had no intention
of forcing circumcision on the Gen-
tiles and thereby handicapping the

extension of the Christian gospel, so
Christian Schools Service, Inc. has no
intention of forcing Calvinism of the
Dutch type on the American school
world.

On the other hand, the men who
have organized Christian Schools
Service, Inc. are convinced Calvinists
who have withdrawn from the Na-
tional Association of Christian Schools
so that they can make a definite Cal-
vinistic witness and, in general, make
an unqualifiedly Reformed presenta-
tion in the field of education.
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The work of Christian Schools Serv-
ice, Inc. is limited only by its re-
sources and its personnel. Dr. Fak-
kema is in constant demand as a lec-
turer. He gives a course under the
general title “The Philosophy of Chris:
tian Education.” :

Further, the new organization puts
out two magazines, one “pitched” to
the teachers and board members with
the title Christian School Guide, and
the other “pitched” to lay people with
the title of Christian School Life.
These appear in alternate months dur-
ing the school year, with five issues of
Christian School Guide and four is-
sues of Christian School Life.

In addition to Dr. Fakkema, who is
President and General Manager, the
Board includes three men who were
previously associated with the Nation-
al Association of Christian Schools:
namely, Dr. Gilbert Den Dulk of
Ripon, California; Mr. Henry Westra
of Manhattan, Montana; and Mr. John
van Mouwerik of Redlands, California.
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One way for Calvinism to be more
effective, in one phase of Kingdom
work in the United States of America,
than it has ever been before, is
through the performance of the work
of Christian Schools Service, Inc.
with zeal, judgment, courage, and
with the blessing of Almighty God.

All those who wish to help advance
the cause of Christian Schools among
those who are not members of a de-
nomination of Reformed persuasion
are invited to send their gift to Chris-
tian Schools Service, Inc., 10119 S. La-
fayette Ave., Chicago, 28, Illinois.

Jorn van MouweRik
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Bible Lessons

THE BOOK OF AMON

For personal reading, for use at family wor-
ship, and as a guide for Bible discussion in
sociery meetings

by HENRY VANDER KAM

LESSON THIRTEEN (Amos 5:1-17) The Urgency of Seeking Jehovah

Hear ye this word which I take up for a lamentation over
you, O house of Israel. .

The virgin of Israel is fallen; she shall no more rise: she is
cast down upon her land; there is none to raise up.

For thus saith the Lord Jehovah: The city that went forth
a thousand shall have a hundred left, and that which went
forth a hundred shall have ten left, to the house of Israel.

For thus saith Jehovah unto the house of Israel, Seek ye me,
and ye shall live;

but seek not Beth-el, nor enter into Gilgal, and pass not to
Beer-sheba: for Gilgal shall surely go into captivity, and Beth-el
shall come to nought.

Seek Jehovah, and ye shall live; lest he break out like fire in
the house of Joseph, and it devour, and there be none to
quench it in Beth-el.

Ye who turn justice to wormwood, and cast down righteous-
ness to the earth,

seek him that maketh the Pleiades and Orion, and turneth
the shadow of death into the morning, and maketh the day dark
with night; that calleth for the waters of the sea, and poureth
them out upon the face of the earth (Jehovah is his name);

that bringeth destruction upon the strong, so that

cometh upon the fortress.

They hate him that m})rm)erh in the gate, and they abhor
him that speaketh uprightly.

Forasmuch therefore as ye trample upon the poor, and take
exactions from him of wheat: ye have built houses of hewn
stone, but ye shall not dwell in them; ye have planted pleasant
vineyards, but lﬂs shall not drink the wine thereof.

For I know how manifold are your transgressions, and how
mighty are your sins — ye that afflict the just, that take a bribe,
that turn aside the needy in the gate from their right.

Therefore he that is prudent shall keep silence in such a time;
for it is an evil time.

Seek good, and not evil, that ye may live; and so Jehovah,
the Codg of hosts, will be with you, as ye say.

Hate the evil, and love the good, and establish justice in the
gate: it may be that Jehovah, the God of hosts, will be gracious
unto the remnant of Joseph.

Therefore thus saith Jehovah, the God of hosts, the Lord:
Wailing shall be in all the broad ways; and they shall say in
all the streets, Alas! alas! and they shall call the hushandman
to mourning, and such as are skilful in lamentations to wailing.

And in all vineyards shall be wailing; for I will pass through
the midst of thee, saith Jehovah.

Anos 5:1-17
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This part of the “sermon” of the prophet Amos does not
run very smoothly. Woes are pronounced and invitations to
seek Jehovah are extended. However, this is not a weak-
ness but something to be expected of a prophet whose
heart is burdened with the sad condition of the people
whom he loves. Reasoning must make way for the unbur-
dening of a pastoral heart.

Amos calls the people to listen to a lamentation, a fu-
neral dirge, over themselves. They are very much alive and
believe that all is well with them. Now this prophet begins
to sing this funeral dirge! To listen to the songs sung at
one’s own funeral; to look into one’s own coffin — how grue-
some! Yet, that is exactly what Amos means, He sees the
virgin of Israel (the people of Israel) as already dead.
None shall raise her up. Formerly the armies of Israel went
forth as tribes, but in Amos’ day they go out by cities. The
city which sends forth a thousand men into battle will see
only one hundred return. Similarly, where a hundred are
sent out, only ten will return. This means complete defeat.
God himself has prophesied this. .

Because their defeat will be total if they continue in the
way they are going, Amos calls them to seek Jehovah. Then
they will live. This is the only way out. Certain destruc-
tion awaits their present mode of life while the fulness of
life is promised them if they seek Jehovah. Surely, that
choice should not be difficult! But then they must not go
to Gilgal or Bethel or Beer-sheba. Jehovah will not be
found there. No, these places themselves will go into cap-
tivity. These were places of historic importance, but that
does not save. Seek him! One can go to a place of worship
and still not seek God. Living union must be established.
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