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IN THIS ISSUE
Rev. Chris Huissen, onc of our new contributors, is at present the pastor of the
Christian Refonncd Church of Bauer, Michigan. Previous to llis coming to the Dauer
Church he served with distinction in three of the largest churches of the Christian
Reformed denomination.
Rev. Hany Mulder, Th.D., is one of the pastors in the citywide Reformed
Church of Delft, The Netherlands. He is the author of Il nwnoo of boob and
artieles on New Testament subjecls and was the fraternal delegate of the Refonncd
churches of The Netherlands at the 1960 Synod of the Christian Reformed Church
in this country.
Dr. Henry M. Morris, B.S., M.S., Ph.D., is a scientist and civil engineer, who
received his B.S. degree "with distinction" from the Rice Institute in 1939. He
received his M.S. and Ph.D. degrees at the University of Minnesola, served on the
international Boundary Commission, EI Pnso, T el:flS, from 1939 to 1942; served as
instructor in Civil Engineering at Rice In.<titute and the University of Minnesota;
was head of the englnooring department of Southwestern. Louisiana; and is now
professor and head of the Civil Engineering Departmeut at the Virginia Polytechnic
Institute. He is also a member of many professional and honorary societies. W e
welcome his valued contribution to this issue on the subject of Evolution and invite
him to continue writing for TOTCh and Tro mpet.
All the other contributors to this issue have been introduced to our readers on
previous occasions.

WINTER
by

LAllA MITCHELL T I'10RNTON

It'3 frM-fwm. frost-flake! everywhere.
And snoW-flakes heaped, an ermine mound;
It! a chilling breeze a.r forth we fure
And eerie r/lence aU around;
while even the .sun gleam$ wanlv through
A cloud-veil rhrouding the heaven', blue.
U'3 wlntCT, winter over tile land;
A leafless orchard, tlte meadow tiiU,
No suxuww roars and no blackbird calls,
W e miss the song of til e wlllp-poor-wiII;
No longer the ,hri/l cicada'! CT1J
Sound.!' at our feet a.r we harten by.

U , beautJl, beauty on lake and lea,

And cheekl are glowing and eVer are bright;
Into a ma~l
world we go,
A wonderfUl world of gleaming whUe.
W e break the silence wUh songs of pruise
T o Cod lOt" tile glory of winter days.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .
"The only theology that the Bible knows is the Reformed faith."  DR. JAMES ]_ PAc:u:R
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~ong
by CHRIS HUISSEN

THREE SONGS

N ANOTHER week or two tho air will be filled with
music. The Chrisbnas carols will be dinned into om
ears incessantly. You will hear them in your home via
radio and television, in department stores as you do your
shopping. on streetcorners, everywhere.

I

We greet them with mixed cmotions. On the one hand,
we are happy with them. The children behind the iron
and bamboo curtains do not hen.r or si ng them. However,
there is another side to this. When these lovely songs are
blared from loudspeakers in dives and brothels and taverns,
or are sung by some of the shadiest characters from Hollywood, one wonders whether the devil is not immensely
pleased that they have become the songs of the dnmkards.
This meditation considers three songs, only one of
which i ~ numbered among the carols. The first one we shall
call

THE SONG OF THE SWORD

This is recorded for us in Cen. 4:23, 24: "Adoh and
Zillah, hear my VOice; ye wives of Lamech, hearken unto
my speech: for I hnve slain a man for wounding me, and
a young man for bruising me. If Gain shall be avenged
sevenfold, truly Lamech seventy and sevenfold."
These words constitute the first recorded poetry in the
Bible. Tho song was composed and sung by Lamech in
the city of Cain. One would expect otherwise. One would
expect the first music to come from the line of Seth. From
Cod's people who could sing of mercies that endure, of a
redemption promised to them. Not so. The first song is
a song of liberation - not the liberation from the bondage
of sin and corruption but liberation from God. It breathes
threatenings and slaughter as it celebrates man's freedom
from God and the conquest of the curse. Lamech bristles
with hatred and knows that his vaunted freedom can only
be maintained at sword's point; the autooomous man who
desires to go it alooe has no need of Cod. He is a god
unto himself and will avenge every assault upon his person
or property. If Cod says "an eye for an eye and a tooth
for a tooth," I, L,unech, will go him one better. Not a life
for a life, but a life for a bruise. The struggle against me
TORCH .nd TRUMPET, December, 1960

is always a struggle for life or death. If a young man as
much as bruises me it is death for him. I, Lamech, have DO
need of God. If Cain shall be avenged sevenfold (Lamech
lmew God's sentence upon Cain), I'll show him how it is
done. Sevenfold? Don't be silly: seventy and sevenfold.
The echo of this song reverberates through the ages.
Pharaoh gives it in this variation: "Who is the Lord that I
should obey him?" Or Nebuchndnezzar : "Is not this the
Babel that I have builded?" Today it is the growling bear
from the North and the slithering dragon from the Orient,
with large overtones in many other nations that drown out
our Christmas carols.
The Song of the Sword is hushed in the waters of God's
anger. Its modern version will be h ushed by the appearance of the sharp two-edged sword of our Lord at 1m
coming, and it will be transposed into convulsive sobs in
the abyss.

THE SONG OF BETHLEHEM

From Lamcch we turn to Bethlehem's fields. A multitude of the heavenly hosts fills the air with music. The
angels stand in awe and wonder. They cannot understand
that the earth is totally oblivious to th is mighty work of
God. But neither do they themselves understand the transcendent miracle here wrought. H ere, even for angels is
something new. They have ever been the witnesses of
his holiness and majesty and have been active participants
in the execution of his redemptive program. But here is
something wholly new. That God enters into the world
in the person of his own Son, in the fonn of a helpless
babe, entering into a new relationship with sinners - that
is beyond their ken. And when angels encounter insoluble mysteries they do not curious ly question, they do not
argue. They worship. Gloria in Excelsis Dcol
And what music this has inspiredl Here is the effectiveantidote for Lamech - Jove, the love of God for sinners.
Not revenge but remission. Not seventy and sevenfold
vengeance but forgiveness, seventy times seven times. This.
fills our mouth with laughter, and our tongue with singing.
This inspires Paul's ode to Jove in I Corinthians 13. Instead
of glorying in the sword as did Lamech, we say, "God
forbid that we should glory save in the cross of Christ

Jesus our Lord." W'hat shall now separate us from the love
of God?
"Fall on your kneesl 0 hear the angel voices,
o night divinel 0 night when Christ was born.
o night divine! 0 night, 0 night divine!
THE SONG OF MOSES AND THE LAMB
This song is not in honor of Moses or of the Lamb,

but of the Triune God. My allotted space penuits me only
to quote it. « • •. Great and marvelous are thy works, Lord

God :\lmighty; just and true are thy ways, thou King of
saints. Who shall not fear thee, 0 Lord, and glorify thy
name? for thou art holy: for all nations shall come and
worship before thee; for thy judgments are made manifest."
Revelation 15:24.
At this coming Christmas we disown the Song of the
Sword; we stand in awe and holy wonder as we hear the
song of Bethlehem; and pray God, that it may be granted
each of us one day to join in the chorus of the Song of
Moses and the Lamb.

Pointed Paragraphs:
GOVERNMENT SUBSIDY, THEN TAKE-OVER

T DOES NOT look as if Our federal government would
ever agree to or even consider subsidizing nonpublic
schools or that our States would ever refund tax money to
these schools. Any proposal in that direction would evoke a
veritable hurricane of protests. Any movement of this
sort, regardless of the source, would precipitate a bitter
nationwide controversy which in the end might lead to
determined efforts to outlaw our schools. And even if we
knew this would not be the case, we should still be opposed
to government subsidy because it would inevitably result
in government control.
The experience which Christians in other countries
have had in the matter con firm s our statement. The following excerpt from a letter which came recently from Rev.
Roger Greenway, now serving in Ceylon, offers such confinu ation. «An issue of grave concern to all Christians
is the intended takeover by government of 3,300 Christian
schools. This includes our seven Dutch Reformed Church
schools. It will be done simultaneously, maybe next week,
or next month, but certainly by the end of the year. Besides
the religious implications, this presents many practical
difficulties since, with only one exception, our schools are
on church grounds, school playgrounds are used as parking lots on Sunday, church meetings are held in the schoolrooms, and in some instances the only entrance to the
school property is through the churchyard. Consequently
there is great excitement and alann in the churches today
... Several years ago the Christian schools began accepting
government subsidy. At that time Rev. John O. Schuring
and many others warned against it, but the offer seemed
so tempting. What government subsidy leads to is now
evident. Furthermore, Hindu and Buddhist teachers have
been allowed to teach in thc Christian schools. This may
seem shocking to us, but it reflects the religious condition
of the people in the churches ."

I

to"'

We may imagine that such a thing could never happen
in our schools and in our country. Of course, no Hindu
or Buddhist teachers, even if they were available, would be
hired to teach in our Christian schools. But let's not be
complacent. Are we sure, for example, that no teacher
will ever be hired who believes in theistic evolution? Are
we sure that there is not one such teacher in our Christian
schools? We are not. As regards government subsidy or
tax refunds, we doubt if anyone believes that this would
not lead to considerable interference with the curricula and
the management of our schools. Christian schools must
be free schools. Above all, they must be truly Christian,
in teaching, management, discipline, and spirit.
H.J.K.
THE KLOOSTER LECTURES ON KARL BARTH

AS ALL OUR readers may know, Dr. Fred Klooster, of
Calvin Seminary, spent the 19591960 school year in
Switzerland to study with Karl Barth. He was engaged by
the Reformed Fellowship Inc., the publisher of this magazine, to give a series of lectures on the theology of Barth
upon his return. These lectures, three in number, were
given successively in Calvin College chapel on the last
two Thursdays of September and the first Thursday
of October. Considering the nature of the subject, the
attendance was very encouraging, several hundred being
present at each of the lectures. We are confident of voicing
the sentiment of many others who were present when we
say that Dr. Klooster presented three unusually lucid as
well as thorough papers on a difficult subject. We are
certain that those in the audience who were not theologically oriented received some clear and definite impressions
of what Barth really believes, in contradistinction to Modernism on the one hand and Reformed theology on the
other. The first lecture dealt with the significance of

Il.
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tbe th:rd ....i thhis construction of the doctrine of reconciliation. The Reformed Fellowship Inc. plans to publish these
lectures in the not·too·distant future. No minister, seminary
student, or larman interested in theology should fail to
avail himself of the opportunity to read them. We have
learned much hom hearing them and look forward to read·
ing them after they are published.

H.J.K.
AMERICA: A GREAT BUT NEGLECTED MISSION FIELD

NE OF THE most significant signs of the times is
that many mission fields are being closed to the
preaching of the gospel. This phenomenon seems to point
to an early end of the thousand years of Revelation 20 and
the nearness of the period in which "Satan . . . must be
loosed for a little time" to persecute the Church of God.
The island of Ceylon, for example, is now in the throes of
official opposition to Christianity. Cuba will doubtless be
next. Until now, if we may believe reports, Protestants
in that island still enjoy considerable immunity from inter·
ference, but let no onc imagine that if Castro succeeds in
solidifying his control the l)rotestant churches and missions
will continue to remain unmolested. Communism would
no longer be Communism if it werc content to refrain from
hampering religiOUS worship and activity and from seeking
to brainwash the leaders of the Church.

O

The time may not be far distant when all or nearly
all our foreign mission fi clds will have to be abandoned.
What does this mean for the mission policy of the
Churches? For one thing, of course, to preach the gospel
in other lands as well and as long as we can. But we should
at the same time turn our thoughts ami efforts to the
evangelization of America. The call of the hour is the call
to home mission work. Thousands of communities in our
land are without the true gospel. Abandoned churches are
familiar sights. As a Church, we are placing more emphasis
on this phase of our mission task than in fanner years, but
it is ollly a small beginning. True, the Back to God Hour
does a great work but we suspect that it reaches com·
paratively few unsaved persons. As far as our denomina·
tional home mission program is concerned, much of its
work is still designed to organize new Christian Reformed
churches in areas to which its members move. Very necessary, to be sure. But we still do not reach a large number
of non·Christians. Do many of us realize that America is
a vast potential mission fi eld and a very promising one?
There is less antagonism here to religion and to Christianity
than in many so-called Christian lands in Europe. Thousands, perhaps millions, are too ignorant of the gospel to
be gospel·hardened. But let no one imagine that we shan
ever be able to makc an impact on America commensurate
with our strength unless we send out hundreds of laymen
into tllis field as well as some ordained men, especially a"
there is even a shortage of the latter for our own pulpits.
The laymen for this fi eld as well as the ministers must be
properly trained and the training now available, particularly
in the Reformed Bible Institute, must be expanded. MoreTORCH and TRUMPET, December, 1960

o\·er, much intensi\·e work must be done to find the most
fruitful areas in this great potential mission field, America.

H.J.K.
GOD SENDS THE PEOPLE TO THE MINISTER

HEN a congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ
assembles for formal worship on the Lord's Day.
it is important that the Minister of the Word who stands
before them shall be convinced that if God sends the
minister to the people, he likewise sends the people to
the minister. It is as easy for God to create a longing for
the truth in the hearts of his people as it is to create a
longing to declare the truth in the hearts of his ministers.
If the minister has the conviction that he is where he is
by the call of God, he should have the same confidence
that the people to whom and for whom he speaks are
where they are also by the call of God. Awareness of this
fact will encourage the pastor to preach with the assurance
that the truth he brings is not merely to be put "on exhibit""
but is to be transmitted, and indeed will be transmitted.
L.G.

W

AS TO BEING OBJECTIVE

HE sine qua non o of scholarship is objectivity. Anyone
who evaluates other writers or schools of thought, or,
worse still, refuses to judge them at all, according to his
subjective reactions, has by that very token forfeited the
right of being considered a scholar. Every presentation of
an opponent's position, or q uotations from his writings
must be completely objective or you do him an injustice.
And the same holds when we are called upon to pass
judgment upon individuals. It would seem that with
tJlis sc..'lrcely anyone would care to disagree.
But is the sense of objectivity becoming a lost art
among us? This writer was a delegate to last year's synod.
He observed that certain speakers were completely ignored.
This is not to say that merely what was said was dis·
coun ted from the outset; the very attitude was offensive
and discourtOOlls to the extent that observers in the audio
ence could not fail to notice it. Further, we have it on
unimpeachable authority that one of the departmental
editors of one of our denominational weeklies failed of
reappointment because he is active in journalism in another
periodical. Again, at our 1960 Synod a name was pre-sented of a man to serve on a synodical committee which
would have a difficult assignment. But he was disqualified
because he is a regular contributor of Bible outlines to
a certain magazine. Once again, sometime ago someone
expressed amazement to this writer that he is a subscriber
to a certain poriodical that is circulated among us. Finally.
a couple men were discussing book reviews. In the course
of the conversation it came to light tha t the signature of the
reviewer determines whether the review is worth reading or
not. How small can we get!
We hear about parties in our church. Parties are con·
demtted. We do not want to believe there are parties.
But one must be blind not to see that there are two trends

T

• Sin. que nCHI (letln): lile relly: without wh1ch not. It mC!ans: Indilpensable
condition.
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in our church. They are not easily described. To the one
our Reformed heritage and tradition seems to be but
lightly esteemed. To the other that heritage is the most
precious treasure the church possesses and must be preserved at all costs. And now here lies our danger. Let
not the latter call the former liberals. But neither let
the fonner brand the latter as traditionalists, isolationists,
who act as though we are still an immigrant church bliss·
fully oblivious to the needs of the day. Not only is this
most unkind, it is sheer nonsense. We can d epend upon
this that if the espousers of these two views 1'efuse to take
note of each other's writings and views, then we will have
parties and the party spirit. Then there are rough seas
ahead. And let those who preach tolerance please remem·
ber that this often means simply this : We tolerate those
who agree with usl Our subjectivism leads to chaos. It
is unworthy of any man, but it is most inexcusable in
ecclesiastical circles or assemblies of any nature. Shame
on us.
C.H.
KINGDOM PLANNING

KEY WORD used in political campaigns is progmm.
I n the most recent presidential campaign both Mr.
Nixon and Mr. Kennedy did all in their power to convince
voters not only of their capabilities, but also of their
'knowledgeability with respect to that which a president
ought to carry out.

A

P1'og1'am is also n key word in the Reformed tradition.

A major work by perhaps the most inspiring leader the
Calvinist forces have enjoyed within the last century is
entitled, Ons Progf'Om ("Our Program"). And this is
recognized by various departments of Church and Kingdom
effort, although the word program seems often to be re·
placed by the term, "Long Range Planning."
Is it possibly true, however, that in our immediate
circle this planning is almost exclusively limited to such
things as new buildings, new congregations, and other
similarly "practical" matters?
We do not suggest that a thing is of second rate im·
portance if it is concrete and practical, but rather that
programs and projects are truly "practical" only if they are
founded on a clear understanding of Biblical principle.
And this kind of understanding will never come except
through determined recognition of the importance of truth,
and intense effort to phrase it properly and apply it in all
areas of today's lifel
Here we offer another suggestion - and we do so hesitatingly and carefull y. Our suggestion is that if program
development is so important to the welfare of the forces
of the living Cod in their struggles of today, then we
ought not to be afraid of groups of people banding together
in order to try their hand at this extremely necessary service.
,"Ye are not so much afraid of "parties in the Church" as
of indifference to thc need for an ever-growing and everimproving program upon which all candidates in the King·
dom of Cod can stand firmly , loyally, and comfortablyl
J.H.P.
six

OF ONE PIECE

ODERNISM, Higher Criticism, Evolutionism, Ra·
tionaiism. Humanism and all other for m S of
misbelief are of one piece. All have their deepest root in
the natural unbelief of the unregenerate heart. One won·
ders sometimes how such dangerous theories, or systems
of thought, can gain a foothold in the Church, even in a
truly orthodox denomination. The answer is that while
orthodoxy is a characteristic of the spiritual man, hetero·
doxy is native to the natural man. There are natural men,
non·believers, as well as spiritual men, believers, in every
church and denomination. Potentially every unconverted
person, also an unconverted covenant child, is a Modernist,
a Higher Critic, an Evolutionist, a Rationalist, and/ or Deist.
Tradition is strong and may prevent the crystallization and
the expression of these forms of unbelief in those who were
bom of devout parents and reared in orthodox churches.
But tradition may fade under the impact of godless living
or education or of the influence of unbelieving friends.
For that reason no denomination, however pure in the
fa ith, can prevent the eruption of unscriptural views and
contentions among its members.
But this is not all. The seeds of unbelief and misbelief
are still present in our hearts even though we are born·
again men or women. The "old roan" in us is still strong.
Even true Christians can be carried away by false teachings
for a time or hold to certain false, uDscriptural doctrines as
long as they live. They may even be moved to defend and
propagate their erroneous views. It is therefore no cause
for surprise that heretical teachings are bound to make their
appearance in every denomination, sooner or later. Paul
had good reason for warning even the solid church of
Ephesus against being "tossed to and fro and carried about
with every wind of doctrine, with the sleight of men."
How b'ue it is that we all have the seeds of unbelief in
our hearts; that the remnants of the old leaven of error are
still present. It is the bounden duty of every child of Cod
to p urge out also this old leaven, to lead all his thoughts
into captivity unto the obedience of Christ, and to let
the new leaven of the true faith permeate aU his thoughts
and views.
The faith of the Christian is also of one piece. By this
we mean that every aspect or phase of that faith - for
example, in the Bible as Cod's infalli ble Word, in the
triune Cod, in Christ as the eternal Son of Cod, in the
Holy Spirit as a divine person, in the virgin birth, in the
resurrection of Christ, in the second coming of oW" Lord,
in the eternal counsel of God - hangs together in unbreak·
able unity with every other phase of that faith. They are
all of onc piece. They are indispensable ingredients of
real, supernatural Christianity. All are rooted in the divine
Word. If we d oubt one or more and believe the others we
are inconsistent. Logic will compel us to extend the prin·
ciple of unbelief to the other teachings or to retrace our
steps and accept the doctrines of the Christian faith in
their totality and purity. H e who takes the first step on
the path of Modernism or Humanism or Rationalism ( lhey
are essentially one path ) has already in principle surrendered the Christian faith.
H.J.K.

M
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FEA T\Jll AITlCLE

ARE THERE DISCREPANCIES
IN THE GOSPELS?
by HARRY MULDER

D

o THE COSPEL writers contradict one another?

The first three Cospels are called the Synoptics.
These writings, according to the thou ght contained in that
Creek word, give us the same view of the earthly lile of
the Lord Jesus Christ. There is often a surprising agreement in the description of events.
Alongside of this agreement, however, even in the choice
of words, there are also equally noteworthy differences.
Precisely the latter are often adduced in discussions which
call attention to socalled inaccuracies in Cod's Word. How
is it possible, one may ask, to present matters in a divergent manner and at the same time to write the Word of
Cod infallibly, moved by God's Spirit.
As far as these differences in recording are concerned,
we must reckon especially with two fa ctors. Tn the first
p lace, Matthew, in contrast with Mark and Luke, was an
eyewitness of many happenings and was able, from the
treasure of his own recollections, to add to the preaching
of Peter  which was doubtless the point of departure of
his Gospel record  certain details which one will not find
in the other synoptic gospels.
In the second place, one must keep in mind constantly
the various purposes of the Gospel records. Matthew wrote
primarily for the Jews, the inhabitants of the holy land.
The Gospel according to Mark transfers us to an altogether
different domain from the one in which the first Cospel
mllst have originated. An old tradition points unanimously
to Rome. Here Peter preached the gospel in the presence
of Mark, and Mark saw to it, at the request of many,
that a written record was made. Theophilus, to whom Luke
addressed his writings, should also be thought of as being
in Rome.
With this as a point of departure one can easily explain
all kinds of differences in the synoptic records.
TORCH and TRUMPET, December, 1960

Matthew speaks of two demonpossessed persons in the
land of the Cadarenes (Matthew 8:2834) and of two blind
men at Jericho (Matthew 20: 2934), while Mark and Luke
mention only one demonpossessed person (Mark 5:120,
Luke 8:2639) and one blind man ( Mark 10:4652, Luke
18:3543). Apparently Peter, in his preaching at Rome,
wished to place all emphasis on Jesus' power over evil
spirits and over all sickness and disease, while Matthew,
who was present, could write that actually two men were
involved. Matthew, as a publican, was accustomed to
making an accurate record of the tax system. He was
constantly giving attention to numbers and registered them
carefull y.
Thus Mark explains that James and John came to Jesus
to ask about being seated at his right hand and left hand
in the Kingdom (Mark 10:3545 ). Matthew makes this
more precise by adding, as eyewitness, that the mother
of the sons of Zebedee was prominent in tlns matter
(Matthew 20:2028 ). Mark relates, as Peter's interpreter,
that certain men testified falsely concerning Jesus at the
trial before the Sanhedrin (Mark 14:57, 58 ); but Matthew,
who had a clear recollection of these events, declares that
there were two (Matthew 26:61).
The differences in the description of the healing of those
who were demonpossessed and blind suggest other questions. The evangelists give divergent indications as to place.
As far as the blind men are concerned, Matthew and
Mark say that the healing took place when Jesus and his
disciples departed from Jericho as they traveled to Jerusalem (Matthew 20:29, Mark 10:46) while Luke writes
that these men were healed be/ore Jesus entered Jericho
(Luke 18:35, compare 19:1 ).
Various explanations have been offered of this seeming
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conflict. Some think that more than one healing took place
on that journey. It is said we may assume that there were
many beggars on that road since those who were on the
way to the feast from Galilee took this way. In that case
Luke tells about a blind man who came in touch with Christ
before the Lord entered Jericho while the other evangelists
point to healings which took place after Jesus left the city.
Others hold that a blind man joined the crowd and walked
along with it until the Lord found a second blind person.
T hen both were healed, it is said, though the name of only
one of tbem, Bartimeus, the son of Timeus, is mentioned.
It seems to me that the excavations in that region have
given us the desired information.
It is known that Jericho suffered great disasters in the
course of history. The old Jericho, which was conquered
when Israel entered Canaan, fell because the Lord delivered
this city, with its Icing and its inhabitants, into the hand
of Israel. On six consecutive days the army of Tsrael
marched around the city once every day while they
marched around it seven times on the seventh day. Then
the wall of the city toppled and the people entered it,
every one over the rubble where he stood, and took it.
After this conquest Joshua, at this gate of entrance into
C anaan, pronounced a curse upon the man who would
scek to rebuild this city. At the cost of the life of his
firstborn he would lay anew it.. foundations and he would
restore the gates at the cost of the life of his youngest son.
In the days of Ahab, Hiel the Bethelite challenged that
curse and in consequence saw his sons Abiram and Segub
die, according to the word of the Lord (I Kings 16:34).
That city lies under a hill of rubble and sand. In recent
years English archeologists have made excavations there
as a result of which all lcinds of particulars about this
.ancient stronghold have come to light.
At a later time King Herod, at some distance from the
old site, built a beautiful city in Roman style with palaces,
.n water system, a theater, etc., to which he also gave the
name of Jericho. That city, which Jesus and his disciples
o ften passed through, was one of the wonders of that day.
Now, the healing of the two blind men took place
between these two Jerichos. The ruins of the old Jericho
and the city of King Herod, which was founded on the
threshold of the New Testament period with the help of
Homan architects, lie about a good mile apart. Tn this
narrative, Matthew and Mark, both of Jewish blood, have
the old Jericho in mind. Jesus had already passed the old
city when the blind men were healed at the word of Christ.
However, Luke, the Greek, who "from the beginning had
traced all things accurately" (Luke 1:3) and sought to
inform Theophilus fully of the course of events, tells this
man of excellence, who must have heard a good deal in
Home about Herod's passion for building and about the
mighty productions of the Roman architects in Jericho,
that the healing of the blind occurred as the procession
approached Herod's city. Thus the conAkt, which at first
blush seems to exist between the narratives of the evangelists, disappe.1.rs.
Something similar may be said of the difference in the
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indication of the place at whkh the demon-possessed were
cured. ~", J athew
speaks of "the country of the Gadarenes,"
while Mark and Luke declare that these unfortu nates were
found in "'the country of the Gerasenes" (Matthew 8:28;
compare Mark 5:1, Luke 8:26).
Gadara was one of the cities of Decapolis. It was located some distance southeast of the sea of Tiberias, but
the sphere of influence of this city doubtless extended to
this sea. But the situation is different in the case of Gerasa,
also a city of Decapolis. Gerasa was on the great highway
that led from Damascus to Arabia. This place, however,
was much farther distant from the sea of Galilee than
Gadara. For that reason some feel that Mark and Luke
could not have had this city in mind. They judge that
these two evangelists were speaking of a place much e10ser
to the sea of Galilee. Origen already mentioned Gergesa,
right by the sea, and accordingly he spoke of "'the country
of the Gergasenes." This expression is found in a number
of the translations. As a matter of fact, in the former
century certain ruins were discovered which have been
connected with an old locality called Gergesa.
Others reject this correction made by Origen inasmuch
as the best manuscripts speak of "the country of the
Gerasenes." They conjecture that Mark and Luke through
a certain ignorance confused two cities in the region of the
Decapolis. However, a solution should not be sought in
this directioD. We must think of the first readers of the
gospel narrative. Gerasa must have enjoyed a special
publicity at Rome precisely in the first century A.D. That
appears from the ruins of this city which have been discovered. They are impressive. Being located in a valley
about six tenths of a mile from Aman, the capital city of
Jordan, tJle visitor finds in these ruins a splendid example
of a provincial capital in the florescence of the Roman
empire. The city was founded by Alexander the Great or
one of his successors. After the conquest by the Roman
general Pompei us in 63 B.C., the country of the Gerasenes
was incorporated in the province of Syria. From that
moment Gerasa attained to great prosperity. A magnificent
temple was created in honor of Zeus and an amphitheater
was built. A forum was also established, a large number
of whose columns are still in place. This forum is unique
in the history of the architecture of the Romans, who always
built right-angled forums while the one at Gerasa was oval.
Now, Mark, who recorded the preaching of Peter at
Rome, and Luke, who wrote to the excellent Theophilus
in the same city, could not do better than to refer to that
city in the incident under consideration. There must have
been a busy traffic between Rome and Gerasa. The city
was famili ar to business men and state officials. In this
way Mark and Luke could make plain that the healings
had not occurred in the proper domain of the Jews. Notice
that the words used in the narratives: "'in the country of'
are a very general designation.
It seems to me that against this background the difficulties which present themselves in this explanation disappear altogether.
TORCH .nd TRUMPET, December, 1960

SP'EClAl Amcu

The Modern Concept
of the
Writer and His Art
by ROUSAS JOHN RUSHDOONY

NE OF THE instructive sources
of the ethos of this age is the
college writer, who. reacting in tenns
of the studied rootlessness of Enlightenment culture, absorbs readily
the myths of his time with naive
fervor.

O

An interesting example of this appears in a student editorial on "'The
Writer and His Art'" in the Calvin
College Chimes for May 5, 1960. We
are told the answer to questions concerning the artist and his art may be
God, out that answer in itself is not
enough. The fundamental mystery
remains." The artist is to be under.
stood in terms of a "critical and constructive" view of the world in terms
of which he "persistently attacks what
. . . is wrong, disorderly and ugly;
and persistently, however subtly or
evasively, attempts to show what is
ordered, right, and comely. Conse..
quently the artist is never satisfied
with the status quo, and the minute
he accepts it (and some do  the
TORCH and TRUMPET, December, 1960

weary and the mercenary), that moment he ceases to be an artist."

he saw it and had no desire to eliminate it from life.

This is, of course, an interpretation
which, while not Marxist, is in agreement with the Marxist view of art as
social criticism. It is a view which
does violence to such strong adherents
of the status quo as Shakespeare and
the Cavalier poets, who reflected the
moods of their day and had no objection to things as they were. Ben
Jonson, indeed, turned defender of
the status quo against the Puritans in
such plays as Bartholomew Fair, and
Marlow, despite a mild dissent religiously, was a similar adherent of the
culture of the England of his age.
Such social criticism as appeared in
these men was for dramatic purposes
and changed with the changes in
public opinion. Similarly, the great
novelist, Fielding, wrote his satirical
Joseph Andrews and Tom Jones, not
as a reformer or one discontented
with his day, but as a robust humorist
who delighted in absurdity wherever

One might, of course, point to the
Christian poets, such as Donne,
Frances Thompson, Quarles, Vaughn,
Cowper, and Milton. But, here again,
certain differences are observable. The
greatness of these men is not only in
their high purpose but in the beauty
of its expression. In Milton's Comus,
a glorification of virtue, perhaps the
most memorable passage is this:

Who knows not Circe
The daughtet' of the Sun? whose
charmed cup
Whoevet' tasted, lost his upright
shape,
And downward feU into a groveUing
swine. ( 11. 5(1.4)
This is indeed a vivid picture of the
seductiveness of degrading vice or
temptation, but the very richness of
the imagery of the first sentc~
'Who knows not Circe the daughter
nine'

of the Sun?", has an eyocatiye power
and beauty which reflects more than
mere purpose. When Milton, in his
"Song on May Morning" says,

Hail bounteous May that doth
inspire
Mirth and youth and wann desire
he is not discontented with the status
quo and yet very much the artist.

Some artists have been champions
of reform, as witness Shelley, Dickens,
most Romantics and Marxists, but
many more have simply expressed
their delight in life, beauty, and love,
or expressed their religious faith, or
echoed national and cultural feelings.
The limitatiOll of art to social protest
is a sorry emasculation of art. Signif.
icantly, this note, so prominent in
college writers, goes hand in hand
with a sourness of spirit and a basic
lack of love for life, and, indirectly,
of art It is an equation of a neurotic
sourness and will to death with
"cause" or purpose in writing when
this is in actuality a reflection of decadent art,

But much more is involved. Irving
Babbitt, in his discerning studies, On
Being Creative, and Other Essays,
.~po
ke
of the corruption of art by a
tradition and men in modem thought
"from Rousseau to Lenin who have
discredited the higher will on which
the inner life finally depends by their
transfer of the struggle between good
and evil from the heart of the individual to society" (p. 260 f.). College
writers reflect this decadent tradition.
Unlike Dante, Milton, Dostoyevsky
and other great writers in the tradition of high purpose, they shift orig·
inal sin from man to society, reflect
not a wrestling with the continuing
issues of life but with the contingent
problems of the day. In this tradition,
best seen in Romanticism, both sen·
timentality and cynical absorption
with filth predominate. Subjectivity
governs, having lost the perspective
of absolute law, and inner experience
is seen, not in terms of God, but in
-t en

terms of personal aspiration, so that
resenbnent, bitterness, and anxiety
flourish. The root and branch concept
of reform basic to a Christian perspective is replaced with a lust for
social manipulation. The struggle is
then between men only, and not ultimately between God and man, with
that broken communion between God
and man thus reflected in every walk
of life and every relationship. It is
this shadow of Rousseau which colors
college writing and its sophomoric
conception of art, and its only outcome is imitativeness and an enforced
and derivative cynicism and joylessness as the hapless alternative to
romantic, sentimental and rootless
self-exaltation.

only be seen theocentrical1y, not in
tenus of his ideal Eden. Romantic
art tries to create a new Eden by
social manipulation, whereas Christian
art accepts the reality of battle and
testing as the human means to the
eschatolOgical New Jerusalem. The
Romantic conception of life looks
backward to a solitary glory in Eden,
the Christian to the fulness of the
covenant in terms of the true society
of Cod. The Romantic is bitter because his ideal is non-existent,. while
the Christian recognizes the reality of
grace and joy in all his places and
conditions. These two attitudes lead
to diverse conceptions of art, and be·
tween them there can be no compromise.

The attempt to see art, as does the
Calvin College Chimes, as the attempt
"to create a world closer to the good
and beautiful" sounds idealistic
enough, but notice its context. The
artist is compared to "Adam, the first
man, in the Carden of Eden. And the
garden in which the artist finds himself today is this world - a garden in
which there are extraordinary scenes
of beauty, goodness, grandeur, order,
and harmony, However, the serpent
has entered in, and so there is also a
vast amount of horror, hideousness,
wickedness, disorderliness, and unbe·
lievable brutality. Art is the enemy
of these and always has been. The
relentless and implacable enemy. And
the artist lives in a constant knowledge of what cou1d be, and a constant anger and pity at what is." Here,
very ably stated, is the Romantic
conception of the artist and the world,
and of the anger which leads to what
Mario Praz has aptly called "the
Romantic agony." But this world is
not an Eden, but a battlefield between Babylon and the New Jeru·
salem, and the artist is no rust and
sinless Adam, but either a fallen or
a re-created Adam. And even the
redeemed artist is too much involved,
both in the struggle within and without, to ind ulge in Olympian anger and
pity. Not godlike judgments but for·
giveness of sins and grace form his
basic perspective, and judgment can

The Romantic conception of art,
more than any of the other theories
developed in Western culture, is mUitantly and thoroughly anti-Christian,
rests on the premise of autonomous
man, and is ultimately an enemy as
well to life itself and accordingly
destructive of art. It leads to the
cynicism of Dadaism and the mockery
of meaning, as indeed all anti-CImstian activity ultimately must. In Van
Til's apt phrase, all of autonomous
man's efforts involve an "integration
into the void."
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ttEVOLUTION AND CHRISTIAN THOUGHT TODAY"
by HENRY M . MORRIS

The volume reviewed in this article is a symposium Ot!
Evolution, edited by Russell L. Mixter, and published by
tile Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1959. Because of the
importance of the subject we are placing this mllterial
as 0 special article instead of in our de partment of Book
Reviews.
Editorial Committee

T

HI S VOLUME has been prepared under the sponsorship of the American Scientific Affiliation, a group
of some eight hundred evangelical scientists committed to
Biblical Christianity. Written b y thirteen members of the
Affiliation and edited b y its rormer president, who is Professor of Zoology at Wheaton College, the book has been
issued in connection with the hundredth anniversary of
Charles Darwin's Origin of Species and is an attempt to
evaluate the theory of evolution from the Christian viewpoint.
Such a work, if satisfactory, would be timely and is
urgent1y needed. The evolutionary philosophy now domina tes nearly every sphere of learning and science and is
basic in the thinking of the world's intellectual and political
leaders. Its conflict with the Biblical revelation of Creation
and the Fall is neither peripheral nor superficial. and a
book which would bring it into proper Biblical and scientific perspective would render an invaluable service.
But this book, in the judgment of this reviewer. does
not meet this need. In their desire to establish a reputation
of intellectual respectability for evangelical Christians. the
authors have given us essentially a polemiC for evolution,
apparently with the primary purpose of "educating'" their
lessinfonned and more conservative brethren I It is feared
that the result will be an acceleration of the already widespread defection of neaevangelicals to evolutionism and its
associated ills.
TORCH
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The authors attempt to evaluate current thought ill
each of several disciplines concerned with evolution. viewing it in light of the Bible account of origins. Each author
",,'Tites as a theist, of course, and insists that God is the
originator and sustainer of such evolutionary processes as
may be operative in nature. Some of the writers retain the
view, generally accepted among creationists, that evolution
has occurred only within the originallycreated Genesis
"kinds" of organisms, but they do not commit themselves
as to the particular limits implied by this tenn. Others in
the Symposium appear willing to accept the evolutionary
origin of all things, even life itseU!
At the same time. several lines of evidence against
evolution are very capably presented by at least some of
the writers. But then the significance of these evidences
is minimized or even ignored.
In Chapter One. Thomas D . S. Key, a highschool
biology teacher, reviews the influence of Darwin on biology
and theology. He lists a number of theories by which
various writers have attempted to reconcile Scripture with
evolutionary theory, but comes to no particular conclusion
himself.
Dr. George Schweitzer. Associate Professor of Chemistry
at the University of Tennessee, and a popular lecturer on
science and religion, writes on the various theories of the
origin of the earth and the universe. Although he admits
that each of these theories encounters serious difficulties,
he favors Gamow's theory, which postulates the evolutionary development of the universe from a state of extremely
high density, beginning some five billion years ago.
Most theistic evolutionists have, in the past, at least
accepted the special creation of life itself. So it is rather
amazing to find the authors of Chapter Three ( Dr. Walter
Hearn, Assistant Professor of Chemistry at Iowa State and
Dr. Richard H endry, Associate Professor of Chemistry at
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West::n.L"bter College now a..rguin; eYE:} fo ~ a r:.atu;~ic
origin of livin g matter from the nonli\ing! They do not of
course offer any real proof of such a biochemical origin of
life. In essence they tcll us that perhaps it might have
been so, and therefore we ought to accept itl
The chapter on genetics is written by Dr. D. S. Robertson, Assistant Professor of Genetics at Iowa State, and
John Sinclair, a graduate student at U.C.L.A. Although
these writers do not definitely commit themselves to total
evolution, they stress the importance of mutation and
.n atural selection in the evolutionary process. And in typical
evolutionist fashion, the highly significant fact that practically all mutations are cither neutral or harmful in the
struggle for existence is first admitted and then dismissed.
In Chapter Five, Dr. Irving Knobloch, Professor of
Natural Science at Michigan State, cites numerous instances
()f biologic change through the process of hybridization.
He recognizes, however, that this process must be within
definite limits and affirms his belief in the special creation
()f the original ''kinds'' of Genesis. Dr. Wilbur Bullock,
Associate Professor of Zoology at the University of New
Hampshire, takes a similar position, writing on the evidence
from taxonomy. Bullock devotes most of his efforts, however, to d emolishing the straw man of absolute fi."tity of
species, which no informed creationist has advocated for
many years.
Dr. V. E. Anderson, Professor of Biology at Bethel
College, discusses the phenomena of geographical distribution as an evidence for evolution. His position on the
creation of original kinds, with subsequent variation within
the kinds, is essentially the same as that of Knobloch and
Bullock. Anderson ignores the impllcations of the Noahic
Flood, which is necessarily of profound importance in any
Biblically-oriented consideration of animal migrations and
distribution.
The most important "evidence" for evolution, that from
paleontology (the study of fossils ) is discussed b y Cordella
Erdman Barber, now a housewife but fonnerly a geology
instructor at Wheaton College. Mrs. Barber accepts the
fossil sequences as giving an actual documentary record of
the history of life on the earth. In view of the limited and
-circumstantial nature of all the othcr supposed evidences
for evolution, this paleontolOgical evidence has long been
regarded by evolutionists as the one real proof of evolution.
Mrs. Barber recognizes, however, the existence of serious
e volutionary gaps in the fossil record, of basically the
~ame
magnitude and kind as those noted in the data from
genetics, taxonomy, and other fields. The possible significance of the great Flood in the formation of any of the
fossiliferous strata is high-handedly dismissed as unworthy
of discllssion.
Dr. J. Frank Cassel, Chairman of the Zoology Department at North Dakota State Agricultural College, discusses
the anatomical, embryological and physiological resemblances between different groups of animals. He recognizes
that these evidences are entirely circumstantial and can
well be cited as evidences for a common Designer; he is
nevertheless quite willing to accept them as of evolutionary
-origin.
The important problem of the origin of man is dealt
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wi th b;.- J. O. Busv.;: J, III, who is .\.ssistant Professor or
:illthropology at Wheaton College. .\.lthough Buswell
believes in a real Adam, as a special creation of God, he
accepts the modern anthropological chronologies of early
man, which means that Adam must be dated as at least
several hundred thousand years oldl He dismisses any
problems of Biblical exegesis which this view entails as
negligible.
The concluding chapter, which summarizes the book
and relates the whole to Christian theology. is by Dr.
Carl Henry. editor of the periodical Christianity Today .
Henry gives an excellent summary and analysis of the
present status of evolution in modern thought. He incisively and with full documentation pOints up the paradox
of the universal acceptance of evolution despite the basic
deficiencies in its evidential basis. Like several of the
other authors, he still favors belief in the special creation
of life, of the major fonns of organisms, and of man. One
gathers. however, that these beliefs could easily be forfeited
if the scientific evidence should become strong enough
to warrant it.
The book has many commendable features and contains
many useful data in conveniently available form. And of
course the degree of accommodation of the Christian position to that of the evolutionist is less for some of the
authors than for others.
Nevertheless, aU of the authors apparently agree on
certain very important concessions to the evolutionary
system. For example, the geologic ages are accepted in
their entirety, implying an age for the earth of some five
billion years, an age for life on the earth of perhaps a
billion years, and an age for man himself of at least several
hundred thousand years! In effect, this position repucliates
any genuine historical validity of the Genesis account of
creation, reducing it to the level of a poem or allegory.
It stretches the chronological framework of Genesis 5 and
11 beyond all reason and ignores the testimony concerning
the highly developed civilization of the immediate descendants of Adam and later of Noah.
This position rejects God's statement ( in Genesis 2:1-3
and elsewhere ) to the effect that the processes of creation,
whatever they may have been, were completely terminated
after the six days of creation. It also ignores the fact of
the Fall and its associated curse on the whole creation
(Romans 8:20-22). The Biblical testimony of a completed
creation, not continuing in the present, is scientifically
supported by the first law of thermodynamics, the law of
ene1"gy conservation, which states that there is no creation
of energy (and this includes matter also) taking place in
the universe at the present. Its testimony of present decay
and deterioration in nature, resulting from the Fall, is
supported scientifically by the second law of thennodynamics, which states that all natural processes tend to go
in the direction of increasing disorganiwtion and decreasing
complexity, unless acted upon by external sources of energy
and order. And these two laws of thermodynamics are
without doubt the most firmly established of all known
physical laws!
Thus, the Creation was not accomplished by means of
the natural processes prevailing at the present time, those
TORCH and TRUMPET, December, 1960

;rrocess.es \\;th which this Symposium deals  such as
mutation. natural selection, hybridization, erosion, radioacthity, etc. These processes are all subservient to the
two laws of thermodynamics, and could not have been in
operation in their present form in the period of the
Creation. It is therefore quite impossible to deduce the
history of the Creation from the study of these present
processes. The plain testimony, both of Scripture and of
the two laws of thermodynamics, is that real Creation
could not have been, and was not, accomplished by means
of natural processes bound by the present order of things.
Furthermore, the authors have quite ignored the Biblical
witness of a universal, earthshaking Flood in the days of
Noah. The record of the Flood, if true, clearly implies
tremendous geologic upheavals and profound disturbances
in the continuity of even those natural processes in effect
in the present cosmos. The dogma of geological uniformitarianism is automatically discredited if a Deluge such
as the Bible describes has actually occurred on the earth
since the Creation, and this uniformitarian assumption is
quite basie to the evolutionary interpretation of the fossil

CHRISTMAS

by E.

ZETrEIUIOU.i

Out on the gulf of night
A star explodes in glory.
From Heaven its mercyladen mys
Are sent to tell the wondrous tale.
Straight to the "House of Bread" it points
Where, in the hallowed shadow of a cross,
A smiling infant lies,
The Bread of Heaven to earth descended.
The star? Yes, the world sees it,
And seemingly smiles at the baby, too.
But only the eye of faith can see
The shadow of the cross.
And 10, faith, feeding on the Bread,
Sees the star become a radiant crown
In whose light the very shade of Calvary
Seems to have its own Shekinahglow.
Starlight, babysmile, deathshade,
Eternitybread, and glory·crown All these inseparable become
As the heart of faith looks on.
May you embrace this Christmasfaith
Which knows the star, the babe, the bread,
Eternally united
With the cross and with the crown
In our soverei&rn Lord's redemption plan.
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record, which in turn is regarded by evolutionists as the
one real proof that their theory is true. To reject, and still worse  to ignore, the implications of the Deluge in
a work which purports to evaluate evolution from the
Biblical perspective, is clearly indicative of a very Jow
esteem for Scriptural integrity and perspicuity.
For these and other reasons, this reviewer cannot
recommend this book, at least for the purpose for which
it was intended. It will undoubtedly prove to be a very
influential book, however, and this fact accounts for the
rather extensive analysis devoted to it here.
MechanicaUy speaking, the book is very attractive in
appearance and typography. The book is weUdocumented
but, unfor tunately, contains neither a Bibliography nor
an Index of Authors. Furthermore, the Subject Index is
so abbreviated as to be virtually useless. The illustrations
are all inconveniently assembled at the back of the book
and .are markedly of unequal value as far as the book's
purpose is concerned. One would suppose that more care
would have been given to matters of this kind in a book of
scholarly caliber.

!

TEENER'S CORNER
~O«.<

1tDt 76 'kJ(,e A Sc:J«t
by LEONARD GREENWAY

QUESTION:

My husband and 1 still are teen-agers. We married young and
have one baby. Recently toe enrolled in a doctrine class in our
church for the purpose of completing our preparation for full membership. It took a lot of urging to get my husband to go with me.
He has a weak religioU!J background. The home from which he
came is far lrom wllot it ought to be. Imagine how disturbed he
became when. at the first meeting of the elMS the minister spent
the entire period talking about the importance of paying church
budget. On the way home my husband said, "If that is what the
class is going to be, I am through with it". H e hasn't attended since
thot evetling. What shall 1 doP
ANSWER:

Frankly, this floors me. I have never heard anything like it.
Your husband's attitude, of course, is wrong, but why your pastor
began a communicants' class with that subject is beyond me. All
I can say is that you go to your pastor, tell him how you feel. andJ
ask him to call on your husband. Meanwhile, you keep on attending
the class.

thirteen

THE BOOK OF AMOS
For personal reading, for use at family worship, and as a guide for Bible discussion in
society meetings
by HENRY VANDER KAM

LESSON NINE (Amos FI3-4:3i Wealth and Judgment
Hcar lIel and testifJl against the houIe of Jacob, with the Lord
Jehoooh, tile God of hosU.
For in the dav that I Jaall olrit the trJfU'~
of Isrocl upon
him, I will also visit the alta,.. of Bethel; and the Mm.t of the
altar , haIl be cut off. and toll to the ~nd.
And 1 will nnite 1M winterhowe with the mmmer-house; and
the hOl.l&U of ivory shoU perish, and the grem howe3 ,MIl 0000
an end, Mith Jehovah.
Hear thil word, lie kine of Btuhan, that are in the mountain
of Samaria, that 0fJPff$$ the poor. that crush the needy. that IOfI
unto their lonls, Bring, and let us drink.
The Lord Jehovah hath .tuJOt'n bJJ his holiness, that, lo, the cWy,
,haU come upon you, tMf they shoU take you away with hooh.
and your residue with fish-kooks.
And yo shall go cxst at the breachu, etJe1'!I one straight before
her; ond 116 , holl cast youraelves into lIarmon, with JehOvah.
AMos 3: 134:3

Wealth has often been the undoing of both nations and
individuals. When used in the proper manner it can be a
great blessing but it is often used as an unrighteous power.
Israel enjoyed unheardof wealth in the days of Amos.
Although they had been warned against the pitfalls of
wealth again and again, they still fell into its snares.
God calls other peoples to testify against Israel. Israel
had received the full est revelation but they did not listen
to it. Let other peoples, Ashdod and Egypt (vs. 9) , now
bring the message to Israel. The content of this message
is that God will visit the transgression of Israel upon him.
He will not allow his sins to go unpunished. And when
he visits these transgressions, he will not only remove Israel's
wealth ; he will also visit the altars of Bethel. The misuse
of wealth is but the symptom; the origin of the evil is to
be found at the altar. Cod goes to the heart of the matter.
foorteen

The false worship of the people leads them to all manner
of sins. The horns of the altar, on which a fleeing person
might lay hold for his life, will be cut off and fall to the
ground. There will be no place of safety.
When the altars have been destroyed, God will attack
the exhibition of wealth. The wealthy in Israel have advanced so far that they now have both summer and winter
houses. They can enjoy life to the full. Some have houses
whose walls are inlaid with ivory. Here is luxury. Not only
the rich but even the "common people" are enjoying wealth
unheard of before. To this the prophet refers when he
speaks of the "great", or rather the many, houses. But all
of this wealth and luxury will come to an end. They have
not been thankful in their prosperity. They have not used
their wealth for the benefit of the needy. Their gold has
become their godl
In the first verse of chapter four Amos uses a fonn of
address which startles us. "Ye kine of Bashan." Is it right
to address people this way? Isn't that going a little bit too
far? Who arc these kine, these cows of Bashan? The
prophet refers to the women of Samaria! He likens them
to the sleek. well-fed cows that graze in the marvelous
pastures of the land of Bashan to the east of the sea of
Galilee. How these women must have hated this prophet
for naming them the way he doesl They must have CODcluded that Amos had lost all sense of decency. What a
coarse and uncouth manl
Amos speaks the word of Jehovah. God calls those women
"kine of Bashan." Why does the prophet censure the
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r.romtf'I so vehemently for this e\il in Israel? \\ 'omen
exert a great influence in anr nation. Usually it is an
influence which makes a nation more humane. They often
have more tender feeling and compassion for those in need.
But if the women of a nation have become evil so that they
deserve the name "cows of Bashan" there is little hope that
justice will be given to the poor. This was the situation in
Israel.
They say to their husbands, "Bring, and let us drink."
When their husbands leave the house in the morning
their women urge them to make money so that they may
continue their manner of life. More is needed every day.
The wives call their husbands "lords", reminding us of
the relationship of Sarah and Abraham . However, the
resemblance is only one of words. Their husbands have
become their slaves! They are so accustomed to the life
of luxury that it must continue at all costs. Their lurury
is bought at the expense of the poor. Amos tells them that
they have oppressed the poor and have crushed the needy.
Their insatiability wrought havoc in the lives of the poor.
Indeed, they are like the sleek, wellfed cows of Bashan
who seek only their own comfort. They have neither mercy
nor compassion for the needy.
God will not aIJow the wickedness portrayed in the
first verse to go unpunished. He has sent his prophet to
warn them. Oh, that they may yet tum from their evil
waysl If they will not tum, the punishment will certainly
come. The Lord swears by his holiness that they will not
escape. His holiness is the standard by which human COllduct wiIl be judged. No arbitrary standard is used.
The manner of their punishment is again pictured very
vividly. They had been likened to the cows of Bashan.
Now Amos likens them to the fishes of the sea. Surely, he
does not come with flattering words to the women of
Samaria. They may be shocked by the words he uses, but
no one will criticize this prophet for being vague! He is
not afraid to use very plain language.

Destruction is going to come upon the women of
Samaria as it comes to the fishes of the sea. They swim
about in their true element. Suddenly they see food
dangled before them. A fish, of course, does not realize
that this food contains the deadly hook. In its greed it
bites into the bait and is caught by the hook it contain·s.
So will destruction come to the women of Samaria. They
are nevee satisfied. Tomorrow must yield more than today
if they are going to be successful. They will finally eat their
death in their wealth. Deathdealing judgment is concealed in their wealth. All of them will be taken. There
will be none remaining.
That the desb'uction will be complete is further pictured
in verse three. They will go out at the breaches, everyone
straight before her. The whole wall will be broken down.
The walls which were designed to give protection will be
destroyed as completely as the walls of Jericho in the days
of Joshua. Every man could go straight before him; ilo
part of the wall barred his way (Joshua 6:20) . TheIr
whole world in which they trusted will come tumbling
down. So they wiII go into captivity to another land, here
called I·JarmoD.
How their glory has departed! All because of the
misuse of wealth! But these things were also written for
our admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages are come!
Questions for Discussion:
1. What are some of the dangers fOf" us in these prosperous
ti·m.es?
2. How does the "altar" influence the lives of the people?
3. What was the importance of the hOnlS of the altar?
4. How can the women of a nation be an influence for good
or evil?
5. Is it wrong to have both a summer and winter house?
Is it wrong to have elaborate houses if one can afford
them?
6. Can God's ;udgmems ever be too severe? Explain.

LESSON TEN (Amos 4:4/1 Sinful Worship
Come to Bethel, and tfY.lll8greu; to GUgnl. and multiply transgreuWn; and bring you r 1OCrific& eve", morning, and your tithe3
eoo1r; three cUJys;

and offer a Mcrifice o f thanksgiving of that willf.;h is leaooned,
and proclaim freewiUcfferings and publish them: fOT this pleaseth
you, 0 ye children of Israel, saith the Lord Jehovah.
AMOS 4:45

Israel had made itself guilty of many sins. Amos is
sent to the house of Israel to warn them that Cod's judgments will certainly come upon them for these sins. Israel
was shocked that the picture drawn by the prophet should
be so dark. They were religious people. They kept the
law. They prided themselves on their ancestry. They were
far different from the other nations.
Amos had referred to the reason for the evils in Israel
before. Though they are religiOUS, their religion is not
pure. The heart is not right \vith Jehovah. They worship,
but they do not worship as he has commanded. Their
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religion is manmade. No matter how religiOUS they may
be, it does not find favor with their God; it opens the way
to all manner of sinful practices. If one's religion is not
genuine, very little good can be expected of his walk of life.
The prophet uses bitter irony in these two verses. Come
to Bethel and transgress and to Gilgal to multiply transgressions! These were the places where Israel worshipped .
Should not the prophet be pleased that these people bring
their sacrifices? The prophets had often been sent to urge
the people to sacrifice. Israel now brings sacrifices and
the prophet criticizes them for doing it. He is never
satisfied! The people bring even more than is required.
They arc zealous.
Where do they worship? Why, at Bethel and Cilgal,
of cow·se. Bethel was the place where Jacob had seen the
angels of God. God had appeared to him there. Later
Jacob had been commanded to erect an altar there (Gen.
fifteen

35:1 }. This was a holy place. Jeroboam I had, \'ery natur·
ally, chosen Bethel as one of the places where Israel might
come to worship. Gilgal was also an important place in
the history of God's people. There Israel had encamped
when they crossed the Jordan into Canaan. There the
stones had been set up as a memorial to God's wonderful
deliverance of his people. No, their places of worship were
not chosen haphazard ly. They were very carefully chosen.
Surely, Israel can not go to Jerusalem to worship. That
city is in Judahl Besides, a t Jerusalem it is all tradition.
The worship is so cold. H ere at Bethel and Gilgal they
feel at home.
In God's sight the place of worship was not an insignificant matter. Jerusalem had been chosen by himself as the
place where Israel was to worship. Regardless of the
history of other places or the circumstances which made it
difficult to go there, Jerusalem was the placel They sin
in "coming" to Bethel and Gilgal. They had ded icated
these places as places of worship, but they would not find
Jehovah there.
They do not only sin in coming to worship at the
places which God had not chosen; they also sin in their
manner of worship. Israel looks the part of the cheerful
and liberal giver at both Bethel and C Ugal. However, the
prophet is not blinded by the number or value of the
offerings. They bring their sacrifices every morning. There
is nothing wrong with that. They bring their tithes ( the
third day?) regullll'ly. They also offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving of that which is leavened. Besides the unleavened
bread, they also sacrifice that which was not demanded.
Freewill offerings are brought besides all this. These
offerings are "published" so that everyone may be aware
of their religious zeal. They go beyond the demands of
the law. These people are indeed religious! U one gives
so liberally is it not usually a sign of real spirituality?
These people do Dot only speak of their religion with the
mouth, they also p ractise it at the altar. Yet, in spite of it
all, the prophet speaks his woes over this people.
Why is the prophet not pleased with their exhibition
of spirituality? Because real spirituality is totally lackingl
Amos is sent by H im who looks on the heart of man.
D espite all their sacrifices, the hearts of this people arc
still far removed from him. Externally all was in order.
Within their hearts everything was wrong. The people who
brought their many offerings at Bethel and Gilgal were

the same people who oppressed the poor and crushed the
needy. The multitude of their offerings had to serve to
cover up their social sins. If the smoke of the altar became
thick enough, they might not be able to see the misery of
the poor. If they would sing their Psalms loudly enough,
they might be able to drown out the cry of the oppressed.
The manner of Israel's Old Testament worship revealed
many dangers. The altar was the center of their worship.
The law prescribed the various offerings to be brought.
It was so easy to live up to all the demands of the law
and still engage in sinful worship. The prophets were
sent again and again to warn the people that their God
demanded more than the blood of bulls and goats. The
heart, the attitude, of the worshipper was the important
thing. Then only would the sacrifice be acceptable if it
were brought with a believing heart. These dangers have
not disappeared with the removal of the altar.
The prophet uses sarcasm in speaking to Israel concerning its sinful worship. "Come to Bethel . . . come to
Gilgal.... Go ahead l Keep it up! Of course, he does not
urge the people to keep on sinning. This manner of speaking
is intended to show them the evil of their ways most
clearly. They be)jeve that they are observing all that
which Jehovah commanded them. If they go on in this
way, it will lead them to ruin l
W hy do the Israelites still practise their religious rites
if their hearts are not in it? Essentially, it is to please
themselves. That is the heart of their religion. It is not
to please Cod but themselves. Regardless of the fact that
he has chosen Jerusalem, they will worship at Bethel and
Gilgall Although he demands much more than numbers of
sacrifices, they bring these sacrifices and believe that all
will then be well. The place, the manner, the purpose ...
all is sinful! No blessing will attend such worship.
Questions for Discussion:
1. Calvinism stresses the influence of religion for all of life.
Wh y is this n ot so apparent among others?
2. Wh y WllS the place of worship so important? Is this
stiU true?
3. flow only can our gifts b e an expression of true spirituality?
4. Was there more danger of externalism in Israel's religion
than in ours? Explain.
5. If the heart is right do external.s still matter?

LESSON ELEVEN (Amos f4:6II) Unrepentant Israel
And I also haoo given you cleanneu of teeth in aU /lour citiu
and wont 0/ bread in all your place.r; /let have ye not returned

unto me, Mith Jehoooh.
And I also 1laoe withholden the rain fro m /IOU, when there were
yet three months to the haroosl; Ilnd I caused it to fain upon one
city, and cawed it not to rain upon another city: one piece tOOS
rained upon, and the 1JIeee whereupon « rained not withered.
So two Dr thru ciliu wandered unto one cibJ to drink water,
and were not Mlls/ied; yet have ye not retumed unto me, fili,h
Jehavah.
I have ,mitten you with blasting and mildew: the mulmude of
your gnrderu and your vineyards and your figtreu and your
olivetrees !lath the palmerworm devou red: yet have ye not
retumed unto me, sauh lellOvan..
I have sent among you the pestiknce alter tIle I1Wnner of Egypt:

sixteen

/lour young men have I slain with the sword. and have carried
away your horses; and I have I1Wde the stench of your camp to
come up even into your fIOStrils : /let have /Ie not retum ed unto
me, saltf, Jehovah.
I have ooorthrown citi&l among you, (/$ when God overthrew
Sodom and GomorTah, and ye were (/$ a brand plucked out 0/ the
burning : yet have ye not retumed unto me, ralth Iclwvah.
AMOS 4 :6 11

All of God's dealings with his people throughout their
history were for the purpose of drawin g them closer to
him. If his people sin, he calls them to repent. W hen they
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r€ 'pe:lt he forgh·es. The unrepentant can ne\'er enjoy the
fa\'or of God.
God uses various means to call his people to repentance.
In this section he speaks of calamities that were sent to
call the people back to God. The question naturally
arises: Were these past calamities or was this a prophecy
of future woes? Amos prophesied during prosperous times.
Yet, though the times were now prosperous, calamities
have come during the lifetime of the people to whom he
is speaking, or in the times of their fathers. David, too,
ruled in prosperous times but there was also a threeyear
famin e during his reign ( 11 Sam. 21:1). The calamities
have come, but now they are past. Prosperity is seen everywhere and they have forgotten the days of calamity.
God has given the pcople cleanness of teeth. This was
a judgment. They had cleanness of teeth because there
was lack of bread. Their teeth remained clean because no
food entered their mouth. God did this to them! This fact
they may never forget. He often uses means to bring his
judgments, but he brings them! A "scientific" explanation
for the evils which come can never satisfy God's people.
In this instance too he had used means. He simply withheld the rain. When there were still three months before
the harvest the rains ceased. Under such conditions there
could be no harvest in Palestine. Notice, he could make it
rain at will. He is in control of the forces of nature. This
he makes very clear to his people. He caused it to rain
on one city, but not on another. One piece of land did
receive rain, but not the other. Where the rain did not
fall everything withered.
Lack of rain does not only produce famine, it also does
more. If nothing grows there may still be a surplus from
previous years. But when no rain falls it also produces
thirst. The effect of this is immediate. Two or three cities
go to another for water. The city to which they go is
one where the rain has fallen. Here there may be sufficient
water for its own inhabitants, but there is not enough to
satisfy the needs of two or three other cities. Even though
some eities have not felt the immediate effects of the
general famine, they now suffer want because they must
share their water with neighbors.
Although the lack of rain would produce famin e and
untold misery for many people, God has sent more woes
on the land. Blasting and mildew, crop diseases had come
at various times. Even though crops grew, they could not
be used. Palmer wonns devoured trees and vines. All
these evils had come on [srael at different times during
their history. They must always remember that God sent
these things.
There have also been times of pestilence. This pestilence may have been on both man and beast. So Egypt
had also suffered at the time of the plagues. These pestilences claimed many lives. Those were the days when
medical science was not able to stop the onward march of
pestilence and disease. Whole cities and districts might be
depopulated. God sent these woesl
War has taken its toll. TIle young men, the best of
the nation, were slain by the sword. Their horses fell
prey to the enemy. Their camps have been destroyed.
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These were times of bitter wailing1 How God has chastised
his people!
Whole cities had been overthrown, had been dashed
to the ground, as Sodom and Gomorrah had been destroyed
Here the reference is not to war but rather to earthquakes.
These natural calamities were not unknown in Palestine.
When these earthquakes came to destroy whole cities,
those who escaped were as brands plucked out of the fire.
They had suffered, they had been scorched, but their lives
had been saved. These people were like Lot. He also
escaped the destruction of the cities of the plain, but he
did not escape unscathed. God had also brought this
calamity on the land.
Mter the refercnce to each calamity the prophet adds
the refrain: "Yet have ye not returned unto me, saith
Jehovah." That was the purpose of these woes! He was
seeking his people! Better that they suffer the physical
and temporal evils than that they should live and die
separated from their God. How can a people be so hardened that they will not tum to their God when such woes
strike? God sought their conversion. That is the word
which the prophet uses in this refrain. Conversion is a
return to the Jiving God. But Israel has not done so. One
blow fell after the other, but they did not return to God.
Didn't they realize that it was his hand which struck these
blows? No doubt, the people often spoke of the heavy
hand of Cod upon them while one of these calamities
lasted. But, that isn't conversion! They never returned
all the way to Cod. He spoke through the prophets, but
he also spoke through his deeds. What else must he do
to cause this people to return to him? One maTVels that
God does not weary of speaking to such a people.
As we said before, the book of Amos could have been
written yesterday. Within the span of one human life many
calamities have come. World War I, the most severe
economic depression in modem times, World War II, and
the Korean war, havo all come in a short period of time.
Besides these, God has also sent great prosperity, whereby
he speaks to his people too. What has bcen the result?
Has the man of today learned from the experiences of the
people of Amos' day? Scientific reasons are found for
many of the ills which have come. No, God sent theml
His hand rules aU. Despite all the calamities suffered in
recent history, the somber refrain of Amos applies to the
people of today as weU as to the people 2800 years ago:
"Yet have ye not returned unto me, suith Jehovah." That
is tragicl
Questions for Discussion:
1. What 18 the relationship between "scientific reasons" and

2.
3.
4.

5.

the hand of Jehovah?
Why must we see the hand of God in aU the minor things
of life?
What is conversion? What is the difference between
conversion and regeneration?
Is man responsible for his own conversion?
Wily do the deeds of God usually make a deeper impression than his word?
seventeen

LESSON TWELVE (Amos 4:12-I3J]udgment on the Unrepentant
This people will meet him. As they prepare (or this meet·
iog they must look within. They are to come in penitence.
If the breach between God and his people is to be healed
they will have to meet. This meeting with God will be
AMos 4:1213
the end for the unrepentant. But in that meeting there is
life for those who come in penitence. In the following
God has visited Israel with many judgments in the past. chapter Amos speaks of seeking Jehovah in order to live
These were sent to induce Israel to repent. Even though ( Amos 5:4, 6, 14). He wiJ] not continue to send judgments
the people had suffered greatly, none of these woes led to which the people will react as they please. The die is
to repentance. Now what? Will he leave them where they cast. He will summon them to appear before him. How he
are? Will he now cast off his people? Men would judge will summon them is left undefined, but the fact is certain.
that he had gone far enough. This people is not worthy Now, then. prepare for that meetingl He still warns - he
of further attention. But Cod does not judge according to gives them time.
man's standards. Mercy is not forgotten even in his judgThe last verse of this chapter is a doxology. However,
ments.
it is not a doxology which has no connection with the
Because Israel would not listen to previous judgments, previous thought. Israel is called to prepare to meet its
God w iU now use different tactics. "Ye have not returned God . That preparation will be determined by the nature
unto me ... therefore thus will I do unto thee, 0 Israel':: of their God. Who is he? To that question he gives an
The question immediately arises, What will he now do to answer in this verse.
tllem? TIle previous judgments were clearly described.
Their God is the almighty Creator of heaven and earth.
Now he will do "thus" unto them. To say the least, this He it is who formed the mountains and created the wind.
is vague. In fact, he doesn't say at all what he is going to
This is the God whom they are to meet. Man was to have
do to them. Israel is left in the dark. We are here reminded dominion over aU things. He was to subdue the earth.
of the formula of the oath as it was employed in Old Man has made giant strides in this direction. His success
Testament times: "God do so to me and more also." This has often blinded him to the fact that he is stiU a depenwas also a very indefinite statement. Why does God speak dent creature. Regardless how much man may have accomto Israel in this way? Surely, he has a judgment in mind plished, God is infinitely greater. He made the mountainsl
which wiU be more terrible than aU those which have gone Man uses the wind, God created it. Let Israel never give
before. Why does he not teU them what that judgment place to the mistaken notion that it can meet God as an
will be? He speaks as he does to instill fear in the hearts equal.
of his people. The third commandment is similar in its
Not only is God the almighty Creator; he also declares
wording. "Jehovah will not hold him guiltless that taketh to man his thoughts. God knows the thoughts which man
his name in vain." He does not say how he will punish, has never expressed. He was able to see whether or not
but the individual will not be held guiltless. So God now Israel's worship was genuine. They cannot stand before
warns Israel. Former calamities have not had the desired him with excuses. He will therefore also be the perfect
effect, but this judgment will be decisive.
Judge when they meet him. Nothing will be hidden from
How will Israel be able to prepare itself to meet this him. Man knows much. His knowledge increases concoming calamity? It is so vague, so indefinite. They know stantly. But God knows everythingl There is no comparinot what is coming. God gives the answer. None of the SOil . Let them prepare to meet this God of infinite knowlother calamities caused them to return to God. Now, be- edge.
cause he will do this to them, they must prepare to meet
God makes the morning darkness. That is the reverse
him. They will not be able to avoid this meeting.
of the natural order. The morning dispels the darkness.
The words "Prepare to meet thy God" havc been in- Here the prophet refers to the storm clouds which God
terpreted and applied in various ways. We may never forms to hide the light. When these stonn clouds gather.
do violence to the context in which these words appear. man trembles. He stands helpless before these powers of
The context determines the interpretation and the scope of nature. But God treads upon the high places of the earth.
the application.
He makes the stann clouds. He then walks majestically on
Israel's meeting witll God is inevitable. Nothing will them as though they were a carpet.
prevent this meeting. They must therefore prepare for it.
This is Jehovah, the God of hosts! He has control
Will they be able to stand before him when they are sum- over aU the universe. This is the God whom they are to
moned? They should look at this very c..'l.rcfully. Will they mcct! Careful preparation is required. He summons them.
meet him as their equal? Will it be like the mccting of He will still speak to them. He had previously overthrown
one man with another? They should consider this. If some of their cities as Sodom and Gomorrah had been
it will not be that kind of meeting, but rather a meeting overthrown. Sodom did not repent - neither did Israel.
with one who stands far above them, then they should However, Sodom's overthrow was the end; Israel is still
prepare themselves as one who is to meet his judge. He called to meet its God. Prepare to meet him, for why will
is speaking to Israel, to the people whom he has chosen. ye die, 0 house of Israel?
T herefore thus will I do unto thee, 0 lS1'ael; and becau:e I
wiU do th i.J vnto thee, pr8P(Ire to meet thy God, 0 l S1'ael.
_.J
For, 10, he tlwt formeth the mountaln.r, and createth the wi....,
and declareth unto man wlwt i.J his thow#; dWl maketh the
morning darkneu, and treodeth upon the high placa qf the earth
- JehoVah, the God of hom, II hi.r natIW.

eighteen
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Questions for Discussion:

1. Why didn't God always inform the people what the
particular judgment was going to be?
2. Are the words "Prepare to meet thy God" a fit text for
preparatory services? Give reasons.
3. What is meant by the common phrase that we must

.uw.. . YS be prepared? What does this involve? Is it
possible?
4. Does man's greater knowledge of the universe usually
bring him closer to God or not? Why?
5. Can the tlwughl of the greatness of God lead to peni~
tence? Is general1'evelation a good avenue of approach
to the unbeliever?

DR. CORNELIUS VAN TIL'S EXPERIENCES
IN THE ORIENT

Dear Friends:
We left San Francisco on Tuesday, May
24th, for H onolulu. It was good to spend
a day on the Oahu Island to see the pin e~
apples grow. We recommend that you go
there and get a drink of fresh p ineapple
juice at the fwitstand .
While on a fourhour sightseeing tour the
tidal wave warnings came with great perslstence over the car radio. Our suitcases
were in oor firstfloor, lowlevel hotel room.
But the allclear sounded after a couple
hou rs. So we were thankfu l to find our
stuff rus we Idt it.
On Friday morning, the 21th, we arrived
in Tokyo. Cornelius Swier, a friend of
Cilbert, was at the airport. He speot the
day with us.
Sightseeing in Tokyo included a visit to
the Shinto shrine which Eisenhower was
scheduled to visit. Is it a matter of religion?
A mother wrus taking her b aby there for
dedication. We a lso saw paganism at
first hand in a Buddhist shrine. People
were passing in and out clapping their
hands to arouse the attention of the gods.

preters. I preached twice that Sunday. On
Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday I lectured twice at a Seminary and twice for
the philosophy department students at the
university. The head of the department
was present both times and had us in for
tea dteT the meetings. He asked me to
eall on his son, a doctor, in Baltimore, and
gi ve him "spiritual advice."
11lere was also a meeting of missionaries
of various churches. I discussed the ques~
tion whether the position of Hendrik:
Kraemer and of the Evanston Assembly
was any better than that of the Laymen's
Mission Inquiry of t>hchen's time.
In addition, there were several meetings
of smuller groups of students. All in all
the attend.ance wrus excellent.
f, fr. Andrews and I called on the president of the univers ity and separately on
Dr. Shu, WIlD is reputed to be one of the
moot influential of living Chinese thinkers.
The Taipei meetings were most
agillg to us.
encour~

TAICHUNG
00 Thursday we wen t to Taichung in
FORMOSA (TAIWAN)·
On Saturday, the 28th, we arrived in
Taipei, the capital of Formosa. Rev. and
Mrs. Egbert Andrews, Rev. Isaac Yen,
and other friends met us at the airport.
They took us to the Friend3 0/ China
club for lodging.
On Sunday, May 29th, began the first
of a series of meetings all through inter
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the middle of Formosa, where Rev. and
Cilbert went
off on his own with a group of friends.
r spoke at Gaffin 's house in the afternoon
for ahout 35 1>OO1>le and in the evening
for around 75 students at the university.
Mrs. Richard Caffin work.

took off for T aiDan, whieh is in tlle south
of Fonnosa. We had lunch with the
faculty oC the Seminary there and after
that I had an hour for a lecture and 20
III i nut e s for
discussion. Barth reigns
supreme in th ls Seminary. He is influential
all through Fonnosa, but in Tainan the
whole Seminary seems to be a shrine in
his honor alone.
In Taimm I was taken to the old Dutch
fort. It looks like a shrine.
Tainan is in the tropical zone. It was
rcally quite hot there. When I got back
that evening to T aipei and M.rs. Andrews
met me at the ai rport I looked pretty worn
out and t ired. But all in all th e first week
was a matter of great joy and satisfaction
to both of us.

HONGKONG
Gilbert wen t to Hongkong on Friday and
I followed on Saturday. I arrived toward
evening. That left me very little time for
shopping. But Cilbert had more time.
Hongkong ls a fabulous city. It was
strange to spend a SundBY there and to
attend no scrvioe at all. W e had been
referred to a Chinese man and wife who
took us around in the afternoon for a ride
to sec the harbor, e tc.

KOBE
TAINAN
011 Friday. JUlie 3rd , Mr. CaUin and I

Things were quite differe nt in Kobe.
We arrived there on Monday, the 6th of
June. Dr. William Mellwaine, and several
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of the Westminster graduates, among whom
was the Rev. COjl Tanaka, the first Japanese student we had, wcre at the airport
in Osaka. Kobe is a n hour's ride from
Osaka.
I lived with the Mcllwaine's for our
three-day stay in Kobe and Gilbert lived
in a hotel.
I had three lectures hcre on th ree successive days in the Refonned Seminary
of Kobe. Each lecture was from 10 to
12:30. On Tuesday evening we were
taken out for a sucheaclU dinner. There
were seven of our graduates there. Some
of them had come from as far as 200 miles
away. I preaehed for Mr. Tanaka on Wednesday evening. It was good to see him
and his wife, Midori. Midori presented me
with a beautiful piece of handwork. mw:n
she heard that I was coming to Japan she
started worki ng on it and fin ished it on
the morning of our departure.

T he Seminary in Kobe has a far-reaching
influence for the Reformed Faith. No
Barthianism here.

TOKYO
On Thursday we took the plane to Tokyo.
Harvey Smit met us at the airport and
took us to the San Bancho hotel. John
Young was our chief guide and d irector
in Tokyo. Hc took us to what is called
the "Union Scminary of Japan" on Friday
morning. Here too Barth sits in the driver's
seat. John Young himself teachcs at a
seminary that is independently organized.
He and Mr. Saito, who also teaches there,
are certainly fine Reformed men. They do
an excellent piece of work. T here were
two meeti ngs on each of the three days we
spent in Tokyo.

SEOUL
On Monday, the 13th, we lelt Tokyo for
Seoul, en route to Pusan. Mr. Spooner
and Cornelius Swier with some Korean
pastors met us in Seoul. Among the latter
were Mr. Myung and Mr. Kim. Henry
Park, a student from our Princeton days,
was also there. But we missed manng
our connections to PUs.1n so we had to
take a train. The train left at 4:00 p. m.
and reached Pusan at 11 :10. I was ti red
when we started out and to sit on straightbacked seats, facing a couple of grouchy
looking specimens, was 1I0t exactly an ideal
way of spending scven hours. But we did
get to see much more of the country this
way than would have been the case if we
had gone by plane.

PUSAN
Rev. Bruce Hunt and several Koreans,
including Mrs. Cho, the wife of one of
our present students, were at the station
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to meet us. I made lily home v.ith the
Hunts and Gilbert stayed at the home of
the Spooners. Mr. Spooner was at Seoul
in the language school It was not wise,
we werc told, to stay at a hotel. And to
eat any raw salads is to invite the bugs
to come in. Conditions are pitiably unsanitary a1l over Korea, but especially in
Pusan. One must admi re the missionaries
who give their lives to these people.
We had three morning meetings from
10 to 12 and two evening meetings from
8:30 to 10:30 in a church. The morning
meeti ngs were supposed to be primarily
for the Seminary students. But there were
about 500 people there, many of them
women beyond 70. I wrote to ask Mr.
Woolley how to explain the meaning of
Anaximander's Anelpoo to elderly Korean
women, especially when you do not know
it yourself!
But there was much singing and speaking
by the pastors. So, I trust, the people got
something. There was obviously a great
love for the Christ of the Scriptu res. We
were deeply moved by the singing and
the earnest prayers of the people.
D uring the eve ning meetings there were
as many as 700 people, aU sitting on the
floor. To look into their eager faces was
an inspiration indeed.
There was also a noonday mooting with
abou t 125 students at the University. The
head of the department of rel igion was
there too.

BACK TO SEOUL
When we were about to leave Pusan
there was a large group of people at the
airport to say fnrcwelL And they said it
with flowers. Both of us had a large
garland of flowers placed over our shoulders.
Their appreciation was deeper, I am sure,
than t ha t which was shown to president
Eisenhower in Seoul
The plane trip was only 114 hours. On
the plane we mct Dr. ten Have, a Christian
Reformed medical d octor, in charge of the
Holt Adoption Agency. More abou t him
later.

In Sooul I spoke at a liberal Seminary,
at a modcm college, and at more conservative schools. On Saturday night we had
a meeting at Seoul National Univcrsity.
There were about 200 students present.
T he head of the department of religion
interpreted for me.
O n Monday mo m ing, June 20, we had
the last meeting in Seoul. At the end of
this meeting, 35 at the end of the last
meeting at Pusan, there were wann farewell speeches and gifts, consisting of engraved vases. It was overwhchning and
deeply touching.

BACK TO TOKYO
On Monday afternoon we left Seoul for
Tokyo and 1~ hours latcr we got a plane
for Anchorage and Seattle. We stayed
overnight in a motel in Seattle and had
Howard Long and Arthur Bouman for
our visitors. Mr. Bouman helped us get
through customs without the usual redtape. T hat was a welcome climax to our
trip.
Everywhere people were most kind aod
helpful. And everywhere God's mercy surrounded us In signal fashion. 111e tidal
wave did not materialize. The typhoon
t':ame to Hongkong two days after we left
there. The monsoon season began when
we came back to Tokyo, but nothing developed while we were there. The bugs
threa tened us in Korea, but did not reach
us. The mosquitoes from the open sewers
we re beginning their summer campaign.
but Seoul was sprayed for them. Some said
this was for Ike but we knew it was for
us. Korea adopted its new constitution the
day we arrived in Scoul so as to give U~
peace. Ike gave up going to Tokyo so all
was quiet when wc got there.
Indeed, we have great reason for grati·
tude to God for His protecting care. It
was, of course, of the greatest possible
help to me to have Cilbert constantly with
me. In Japan I developed a sore tllroat
and feared I might not be able to carry
on. But the penicillin shots for fou r days,
no doubt, were the means of hclping me
through. And in Korea Cilbert gave me
preventive medicine against the ever ubiquitous bugs.
It was good too that Gilbert was constantly given an opportunity to speak and
tell about the Fellowship 35 my sponsoring
saints. I am grateful to you all. And
we Ilave both been spiritually enriched by
the trip.

Dr. ten Have got us to visit him and
his family last Sunday afternoon. He is in
charge of the Holt Adoption Agency, as
was previously mentioned. You may have
read of th is. I had not There were 250
or more small child ren and infants there.
Dr. ten Have gets them ready for adoption
in Ameriean homes.
Just as we arrived there was a mother
bringing her child, about 2'h to 3 years of
age. 11 was a pity to sec. Dr. tcn Have
expects to take a plane load of these babies
to the States soon.
In conclusion. let me say thanks to
you again for your interest and help and
join with you in our determination to be
more diligent in our task of making Chris t
known in the Orient.
Faithfully yours,
Comelius Van Til
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The Two Empires In Japan
(Centennial Refle<;lions) A Record of th. ChurchSlale Conflict
by JOHN M. L. YOUNG
Published by The Bible Times Prell, Tokyo,
1958. 250 peges, $2.00
NOTE: Am.rican orders may be lent 10 The
Independent Board of Foreign Minions, 246
West Walnut Lane, Philadelphia 44, Penna.

Ecclesiastical compromise has been the
undoing of the Church of Christ in Japan
in its stnlggle with the State for spiritual
jurisdiction in matters religious. And compromise has becn characteristic of wcstern
modernistic scholarship, for "When the
crisis came, the combined pressure of State
persecution and inncr wcaXness of faith
brought almost the entire church to open
sin in actual spiritual adultery with the
worship of the mythical Sun Coddess of
Japan" (Preface XV). Such is the thesis
of this book. It is admirably illustrated
and demonstrated with factual materials
from seventy different sources.
TIle thesis is demonstrated against the
background of the history of Christian
missions in Japan in its three basic stages.
The standard of judgment is faithful ness
to the Word of God.
The first missionary to Japan was Francis
Xavier, who ill 1549 gained the first adherents to Christianity with a beautiful
picture of the Virgin and the child Jesus.
Within th irty years 150,000 Japanese had
been baptized., and by the end of the
century tha t number probably was doubled.
The immediate success of the Jesuits is
ascribed to their courage in forthright
condemnation of idolatry, sodomy, and
abortion. Xavier challenged the Buddhist
priests to public debate and utterly routed
them by his superior knowledge and Iogie.
However, in the end Catholicism failed
and was unccremoniously banished from
the Island because no clear line of demarcation between the kingdom of God and
that of Caesar, either in worship or in
government, had been established. Furthermore, tile Roman priests were found to
plot with Portugal to overthrow the Japanese government. This was their undOing,
and all foreign missionaries were proscribed
for the next 250 years.
The second attempt at evangelizing
Japan came as the result of the treaty
of 1854 between the United States and
Jap.1n, permitting foreigners to reside in
several cities by 1859. Soon seven missionaries from the Episcopal, Presbyterian.
Reformed, and Baptist churches were on
the scene. However, pcn;ecution agai n
broke out, since Christianity came into
conflict with Shinto (ancestor worship) with

TORCH and TRUMPET, December, 1960

its obeisance to the Sun Goddess. An
estimated 2000 CluistiaUj died in prison
between ]868 and 1893. However, international pressure brought abou t the repeal
of cdicts banning Christianity, with the
result that n measure of religious freedom
was enjoyed.
It should be notoo that the strong
nationalistic spirit of the J apne~
eArly
resented foreign influence in their native
churches. Dr. Hepburn and others of the
Reformed faith insisted on a sound creed
for native chu rches, based on Scripture and
patterned after the Westminster Confession
of faith. But many of the native churches
united in 1877 to fonn a lapanized Christianity, national and interdenominational,
simple and liberal in creed. Pragmatically,
this action was justified on the ground
that the presence of the overwhehningly
hostile powers of paganism required such
unity in things essential, while theological
distinctivCDess was not considered essential.
( How familiar this sounds to one who has
boon listening to the deb ate in lhe
Christian Refonned CllUrch concerning the
proposed Union Seminary in Nigeria!)
Meanwhile, the theology of the Westminster
Confession went by the board. "But", says
the author, "it was just the Calvinistic
conviction of the absolute sovereignty of
God and tile absolute authority of the
Bible as the Word of God, 'the only
infallible rule of faith and practice', which
the Japanese churchd needed in their
struggle with the demands of t he polytheistic empire of the pagan State" (p. 37).
Very soon Higher Criticism, with its
denial of the infallibility of Scripture, was
introduced in the united church. Chris·
tianity was recommended mainly, during
the last decades of the previous century,
011 political, patriotic, and economic grounds.
As the government took over the field
of education, the contest between Church
and State became roore acute. Refusal
to bow before the Imperial portrait was
collsidered Use f'Mjeste (offense a g a ins t
sovereignty), but no Christian doubted the
rel igious nature of bowing as an act of
worship. HOwever, since the church lacked
prophetic spirit and militancy it gradually
succumbed to the constant pressures of
the State. Finally, it cravenly agreed that
bowing to the shrines and to the emperor's
portrait we re not acts of worship. Soon
the whole Church fell into idolatry and
was used for nationalistic purposes, during
the wa r, by the State. And the sad fact
must be recorded that even to this moment
no repentance has been forthcoming on the
part of the Unitt.-d Church of Japan, nor
have the false leaders, that led the Church

astray and perverted the Gospel, been
repudiated. D uring all this time, a small
band of missionaries, mostly Orthodox Presbyterians, condemned ~hrine
worship as
idolatry and resisted unto blood.
Aftcr the Second World War, freedom
of religion came to Japan, and 2000 missionaries streamed into the Island. But
the story of MacArthur's magnificent work
in granting the new constitution is already
dimmed by the fact that Japa n is gradually
returning to its old ways. This means that
nationalism is again strong in the indigenous
churches, and that a rctum to emperor
worship in the schools is once more immincnt.
Some missionaries have a Ir e a d y capit·
ulatcd to the nationalistic, modernistic
Japanese Council of Churches, even waiting for the initiative of the Japanese
churches before sending more missionaries.
Instead of the gospel, they emphasi~
relief, rehabilitation, and reconstruction.
Meanwhile the United Ch urch is sponsoring
an International Christian University whose
teachers "have been consistently exponents
of modernist and neo-orthodox schools of
thought" (p. 141).
Other missionaries have called on Christians to separate themselves from this apostasy, and have organized The Japan Bible
Christian Council. They have also organized
!l theological seminary of their own, which
the author is serving as president. Mean·
while a third group, known as the Evangelical Associntion of Japan, is not averse
to cooperation with the National churches
in sponsoring the Billy G raha m campaign
for 1959 as a centennial gesture.
As author Young sees it, the Japanese
arc on the road back to State Shinto, wi th
all the tragic consequences for the church
of Christ. J3ut there is no hope for
biblical Christiani ty either in liberalism or
nco-orthodoxy in this crucial conflict of
Church versus State. The only testimony
ngains t this fonn of idolatry, with its consequent perversion of Christianity, comes
from the orthodox part of the church.
The book of Mr. Young is a study in
apostasy. NJ such it is instructive as well
as alarming. However, for those who read
A LaYr"II(jR', Report in tile tllirties, tllis
report is no surprise. With the emphasis
on culture rather than on the Gospel ouo
could expect nothing else. What did sur·
prise this reviewer was the early start of
modernism in Japan, and the revelation of
Japanese Nationalism as a definite factor
in perverting the Gospel. to.by God bless
our faithful Elijahs and the 7000 who
have not bowed the knee to the Emperorl
May the church at home set its face as
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BenedeHo Croce's Eulier Aesthetic
Theories and literary Criticism
by CALVIN G. SEERVElD
J. H. Kok, Kampen. 1958. 110 pp.

Tbis brief but concentrated study of
Croce's thought is of importance not only
for its subject matter but because of its
author, who gives promise of heing a thinker
deserving attention. In selecting Croce's
aesthetic theories as his area of study,
Scerveld has dealt with a rmbject of central
importance in modern thought.
Croce, an idealist of Importance In modern
thought, assumed that rcaUty is that which
is real for Mind or Spirit, roore .specifically,
that which is related to man in some
fonn of cultural activity. Croce thus shifted
the emphasis of idealism from positivism
and 10gie to art and history. M.ind finds
expression in four stages of activity, each
in turn dependen t upon that which precedes it. These four activities are the
aesthetical, logical, economical, and moral
(and hence the ridicule that Croce's was
a phiJosophy of four words). Thus, knowing presupposes aesthetic vision or intuition,
and action, and willing, or ethical activity,
both presuppose knowing. Beauty, truth,
utility, and goodness are the values which
identify rcality. M.an, however, livC$ in a
reality in process, so that he not only
knows reality but by his activity he makes
reality; his aesthetic experience is crcative.
Positivism bad destroyed reality, and
Croce was concerned With feestabUshing man
in reality, a nd the aesthetic experience as
the basic experience was for him the means
thereto. Croce's attempt was religious (for
him philosophy was religion), but not
Christian. He gave nevertheless "a secular
parallel to the kcy Biblical motifs of
creation, sin and salvation" (p. 83). In
effect, he developed a d octrine of inerrancy
and inspiration for his aesthetic experience,
which became in a sense sacred, blameless,
and uncerumrable. Art tbus becomes eternal,
even though parlicular art passes away,
in one sense, because "everything is eterna1:
everything that has heeD, is, and will be,
appears as a living part of the everlasting,
snowballing total actuality of History which
is the ever prescnt, creative, universal eternal
Spirit" (p. 78). Artistic activity is thus
creative in an absolute sense (p. 98),
while still part of an eternal flux.
Croce's theory is especially pertinent in
tenns of the contemporary conflict over
inspiration and inerrancy, in that it reveals
that such a doctrine is an inevitability in
any consistent system of thought. The
question is rather: to what shall we ascribe
infallibility, to Scripture, or to the mind
or activity of autonomous man? The contradictions in Croce's solution are in a
sense a tributc to his thinking, in that he
attempted to face a problem which thinkers
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the implications of the problem.
Rousas Jobn Rushdoony

The Christi.n F.mily .nd Home
by ALEXANDER C. DE JONG
Baker Book House

This 70-page booklet is a must in every
home today. The pastor of the Highland
Hills Christian Reformed Church in Crand
Rapids has done extensive reading on the
subject and is well acquainted with the
changes that have been brought about in
our home-life and the dangers that $Or*
round our homes. From beginning to end
he givC$ solid Biblical instruction, warning,
and mature counsel. This booklet is writ*
ten 10 language that can be understood by
all, and when occasionally a difficult word
is employed the writer takes time to
explain. This little book will be read at
one reading becaUSe of its interesting and
up-to-date material. And then it should
be read again. Its format and design are a
credit to the publisher. We disoovered
no printing errors.
The author introduces his material under
the heading, "Our Present Predicament",
and then in twenty additional chaptcn talces
up a wealth of material including marriage,
place of parents and dUldren in the llOme,
their respective tash, family worship, etc.
Each chapter contains eight or nine questions for further discussion. We heartily
TCCQmmend this material to Society groups
for profitable after-recess programs.
The writcr warns us against Kinseyian
speculation (modem views of sex and
marriage) but also agains t Victorian pmdishncss nnd tradition. Througllout Dr.
De Jong lays Biblical foundations and
builds upon them.
There may be some who doom chapters
11 and 12, which deal with "The Role
of Sex", and "Planning For Children",
rather frank and outspoken. Some may
not want to discuss these in a group,
preferring private conferences with the
pastor or the Christian physician. We may
leave this to tho wisdom of the group
leader. We would suggest that in future
editions the writer, since he has broached
the subject, introduce at least parts of
the Birth Control Testimony adopted by
our Synod (cE. Acts 1936, pp. 136-138)
and the recent Report Concerning Birth
Control by the Committee of the WOfld
Council of Churches, which already has
caused considerable reaction.
Parents, you must buy this book and
read it. Place a copy in the hand of yow
young people. The Church must save our
homes. E ven older poople will enjoy such
cllaplers as, ''The Family During The
Harvest Years" and '"The Family Facing
Death".
The price, 75 cents, ill very reasonable.
E. B. Pekelder

Living In A New Country
by TEN1S C. VAN KOO'nN
GUlrdian P"bU,hing Complny, Lld. HlmillOfl,
0,,1. C.nadl. 157 pagu. $2.95

This book was written by the popular
minister of the Hamilton, Ontario, Christian
Reformed Church. Having enjoyed personal contacts with hundreds of immigrants
since 1951 he speaks from experience and
with a measure of authority.
In eight chapters the writer shech considerable light 00 the different elI:pcrieoces
and tensions through which those who come
from Europe must pass as they make
Canada their new home. Three valuable
chapters deal with Isolation, Assimilation.
or Integration as distinct approaches the
immigrant can assume in a strange land.
Another chapter deals with Nationalism
and Prejudices, while io the last chapter
the immigrant's Heritage is d iscussed.
W. Stanford Reid of the Mc Cill Uni*
vcrsity of Montreal, who writes a Foreword,
comments, "Tllis book should be of great
usc in helping the immigrant to find his
niche in Canada, and in showing the
Canadian how he may help the new-comcr.
One cannot but hope that it may be read
widely, and so help OUf new Canadians
to become the best of citizens".
We caD heartily recommend this book to
all immigrants, and particularly those who
nrc of a Reformed background. Hcre is
a book that has throughout a strong reli*
giOtlS emphasis. I n seeking to give counsel
to people who leave so much behind, the
Word of Cod is consulted repeatedly.
The central place of the Church in the
Ufe of the immigrant and bow the Church
should help solve his problems is cleady
stated 00 pp. 80, 81, 136.
One might prefer a more logical treatise
with less repetition of material under various headings. And though several spelling
mistakes appear (d. ea.sely p. 11; outbits
p. 35; deliniated p. 36); and though ow
copy has several blank pages (which should
contain printing), the reviewer congratulates the writer with the fruIt of his
pen. 1I.by all of our immigrants retain
what is good and worth while in their
heritage and may they strive to propagate
the principles that are found in God's
Word and clearly enunciated in this book.
E. B. Pekelder

Obeying the Great Commission:
On Foreign Missions
A Study ~nu.1
PETER Y. DE JONG
Baker Book House, Grind Rapids 6, Michig ...
1959. $1.00

Here is another sign of the increasing
mission interest in our churches. Or. P.
De Jong has rendered a definite service
in preparing this manual for the churches.
I think that it is a good manual fOf it
is suggestive and stimuL1ting; it gives one
the urge to know more about this fascinat*
ing subject. The manual is also fairly
comprehensive, for in a small paekage
one can take a dip into the history, prin-
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It has t-::l
",Totten so that it may h 3. ~ ·e the broadest
possible use and the author has very ably
accomplisbed this purpose. The materials
are properly divided to enhance the -ease
in reading.
This reviewer would place a stricture
on one conclusion concerning Paul's Arropagus' sermon as being very ambiguous.
We have in mind this sentence: "The
Stoics, especially Seneca and Epictetus, had
glimpsed the buth of lhe unily of mankind
under God, but such philosophy lacked
'a lilting power'
Pastors and lay people will enjoy this
little volume, and we wish it wide cireula-
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;ooC. :::l:l.=al for Dr. De Jocg

ts hu.nble e:lOUgh not to claim to know
:lIlSWMS to the many problems of
mission work, but we here ha\'e an introduction to many of those problems.
This manual is ideal for study in our
many societies, and should feed the mission
interest of many. Chapter eleven should
lead onc to the reading of the books by
Nevius and Soltau concerning the method
for SCC\Lring a truly indigenous church,
Chapter twenty should spur one on to
read some of the recently-published histories
of mission work in Japan. Many other
sections also should prove to be the springboard to a more intensive study of the
subject involved.
I note on page twenty-three, line six,
that the word «favorable" should rather be

aD the
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"unfavorable", I would not be as sure as

The First Epistle General of Peler

Dr. De Jong is on page thirty-four that the
office of evangelist has passoo away. Both
on the home front and on the mission
field ther
~ has
proved to be a CX:l'I.tinued"H
need and use of the evangelist wlletbetJ
'we give : hinf•.the! dignity of thc... ciWco Or
not. Neither am I so sure that a distinct
line or i avage can be drawn bNwcen tbe l'
hfficial mclamation of the w(ira'-"in<f tfte '''t,
.unofIicia ~ ~isS'c
m liatm
' :0£ 'ih'e"
l ~ri " .,~
the part of every Christian (p. 35). Africa
.is living proof that God does not so dis~tingus
h.
And on the same page
' ~truck
by the statement, "But by .
pature (1l~
Q. ' "Yo~ kA
te"9}p'o
~!l ry:'
~ !'1 IH
more I IM-•.pf 1"{l~N.!I
. ,the.. ~e
' ( "'~,
the idea that it is permanent, self-perpetuat.
~ ing . Th ~ histrur ?~ ~ Wisqp§
is ;' 'l. I) ~ ,_ great
_
~.mple
contladlctinW
this troth. It IS ..-"o<v
'&
,
.to find missions in Nigeria which have
"
{-;-,--- " ' .
labored 'Jor ov"er- a liiinate(f'YCars, '.'and 'r'
today they are expanding their staff.
-. I... .
On page 81, it sholila ' De ~ -'nofed that
the Dzompcre and ilie Kutev arc' .one and
the same people. The tribe intended should
rather be ~c
Jehen or Kentu people. Also
one would hesitate to make the follOWing
sweeping statement of his pagan friends,
"Shame and modesty were virh1411y unknown."
,
At the rear of the manual there is a
helpful list of Dates To Remember and
maps of throe of our mission fields.
Why don't you order a copy today?
Robert Recker
Baissa, Nigeria

by ALAN 11.. 51188S
Wm. B. Eerdmanl Publishing Co.. Gt~nd
Rapid.,
Mich. Tyndllie PreIS-Grellt Brile;n, 1959 - 192
pp.
This little volume is another in- the
t Commentaries
Tyndale New T ~men
series of which R.V.C. Tasker is General
Eilli6r:
' " .. "~;.:
LL. ~
;, ~ lm -'< of
- 'Afte; a iatJ{er lengthy ~' ioRd
samg 68 'pagd die ~ read~
~ 1s itt~ '1:6 a A
delightful study of the contents of I Peter. !'1.:
In this little commenrory one is again
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The Acts of the Apostles
by E. M. BLAIKLOCK
Tyndale N. T. Commenlaries, Wm. B. E. rdman'
Publ;thing Co., Grand Rapidt, Michigan
Tyndale Preu - Grell Brila;n 1959 - 197 PfI. $3.00

The importance attached to the book of
Acts has greatly increased in recent years.
The autllOr, E. M. Blaiklock, Professor of
Classics at Auckland University, New Zealand, is to be commended' for tllO contribu-
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dedica ted to the exposure of Secret S0cieties. His energies were directed to that
end ull the day of his death.
The author describes Mr. Blancha rd as
a man who "in his whole "life was nevel"
Imown to recant, change, blink, or swerve
from any one principle whlch he had
adopted." At his funeral be was described
thus: " He did not know the first rudiments
of fear".
This age owes a debt to the llUlhor fot
depicting a man of principle and conviction, two qualities badly needed in this
day of relativity and compromise.
John J. BYKer

Temptation and Sin
by JOHN OWEN
Sovereign GriKe Book Club, Oislribul.c by
Zondcrvln Publishing House, Grand Rapidt, Mich,
Price $3.95. 322 pages

Tilis volume contains onc of lhe great
works of John Owen, the "Prince of
Pl;lritnn Prea~s"
of England, having to
tion
and sin.
I
do with t ~pta
The basis of the treatise is Romans 7:21:
~ l -.find ~ thel\
II. law that w~n
I would
do g~
. eyll is : p~t
wjth me": The
. uthor...~SCl}I.se
flI'S't ,the seat of thIS law,
'I9:p$.ls
. the . ~
· twd
.thJ:q th~ .; patur
e
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REFORMED FELLOWSHIP
TENTH ANNIVERSARY

SUBSCRIPTION CONTEST

ALL PRESENT SUBSCRIBERS AND THOSE WHO SUBSCRIBE DURING THE CONTEST MAY PARTICIPATE

TIME OF CONTEST: OCTOBER 31. 1960  JANUARY 31. 1961
GOAL  2000 NEW SUBSCRIBERS TO TORCH AND TRUMPET
THE fOLLOWING CASH AWARDS  DONATED BY IHDIVIDUAlS  WILL BE PAID

1st Awerd  $100.00 to the one securing the highest number of new, cash subscriptions above
a minimum of 60.
2nd Award  $50.00 to the one securing the second highest number of new, cash subscriptions.
3rd Award  $30.00 to the one securing the third highest number of new, cash subscriptions.
4th Award  $20.00 to the one securing the fourth highest number of new, cash subscriptions.
To qualify for a cash prize, one must secore II minimum of 15 new, cash subscriptions.
To those who do not qualify for any of the above cash awards we offer a y..r', extension of their
subscription if they secure five new, cash subscriptions and a twoyear extension of their subscription iF they
secure ten new, cash subscriptions.

FREE BOOKS TO ALL NEW SUBSCRJBERSII
To make it easier For all who enter the above contest to secure new subscriptions,. we authorize them to
offer FREE to every new subscriber to Torch and TrumJM" For ONE YEAR ($3 .00) that subscriber's choice
of the Following:
1. Stori.. of the Hymn. and TUnes, by Brown and Butterworth  londerva n  (regular price,
$3.95).
2. John Calvin'. Doctrine of Scripture .nd Divine Sovereignty, by John Murray  Baker(regular price, $1.75).
3. The Two Empi.... In Japan, by John M. l. Young  Craig  (regular price, $1.50).
4 . What is C.lvinistic PhilO5Ophy? by J . M. Spier  Eerdmans  (regular price, $1.50).
You may offer FREE to every new subscriber to Torch and Trumpet, for TWO YEARS ($5.00). his choice
of the following :
1. Bible Survey, by W. Hendriksen  Baker  (regular price, $4 .50).
2. The Glorious Body of Christ, by R. B. Kuiper  Eerdmans  (regular price, $4.95).
3. Conflid with Rome, by Dr. Berkouwer  Craig  (regular price, $5.95).
4. The Society of the Future, by Dr. Van Riessen Craig  (regular price, $4.95).
5 . Revelation of Law in Scripture, by Fairbairn  Zondervan  (regular price, $6.95).
RULES FOR CONTESTANTS:
1. Send us your name lind lIddress, stllting your intention to participate in this contest.
2. Count as new subscribers those who are not subscribers at this time. Former subscribers may be
reckoned as new subscribers.
3. Only new subscriptions sent in with cash wi ll be valid in th is conlest.
4. Be sure to send the fu ll name and correct address of every new subscriber.
5. Only individual subscribers, not societies or Christian school groups, are eligible to participlltion
in this contest since Torch and Trumpet is sent at a reduced price to societies and Christian school sol ici·
tors. However, all individua l subscribers in societies which have subscribed as a group and all subscribers
secu red by Christi lin school groups may tllke part.
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