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HE INFLUENTIAL Dutch

Reformed churches of South
Africa have been much in the news
during past years because of their
association with the Nationalist party
policy of “apartheid.” The Christian
Century, usually very vocal when so-
cial ethics are involved, includes an
interesting article in its February 10,
1960, issue. The article deserves
reading especially because it is one
of the few written for the American
public which attempts to arrive at a
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charitable understanding of the situa-
tion prevailing in that land.

After noting the intricacy of the
problems which loom so large in
South Africa, the writer mentions the
“several positions that leaders and
members of the Dutch Reformed
Church customarily take which, un-
less modified from within the life of
the church itself, promise continued
criticism from abroad and, I fear,
ultimate disaster.” These are:

1. the widespread acceptance of the
government’s policy of apartheid;

2. the acceptance of the economic
necessity of migratory black Afri-
can labor with all its evils;

3. the acceptance as a right and
basic motivation for political action
the preservation of ‘our Christian
way of life’;

4. the acceptance of the white man’s
cultural superiority as reason for
excluding all others from the right
to vote; and

. the seeming commitment to a
revival of primitive tribal customs
among the Africans on reserves,
These and similar objections have

been raised in the religious press

throughout the world frequently in
the past few years. What makes this
article different from most is the fair-
ness of Dr. Blake in citing the exten-
sive slum clearance and housing pro-
grams in the major cities, the increas-
ing missionary programs including
evangelism, health services and edu-
cation, the criticism of the govern-
ment for specific hardships and
injustices caused by apartheid, and
other factors in the picture which
demonstrate that there is “a great deal
of Christian good will and concern”
within these churches. He does not
hesitate to affirm “that the Dutch

Reformed South African is no more

racially prejudiced than many a white

man in our own country. In fact, I

noticed less personal prejudice than

one might expect to find among large
numbers of our own southern states

..." Contrary to the usual presenta-

tion of the situation, Dr. Blake claims

that he “found as much desire for
true Christian understanding and
witness among the Dutch Reformed
as...among the other churches in

South Africa.”

That the problem facing the whites
in that land almost defies solution
seems clear. But we are at least
spared in this article the wearisome
insistence that the blind spots among
the Afrikaners are the fruits of their
harsh Calvinism. Whatever one may
think of Dr, Blake’s analysis, it is
refreshing to hear some kind things
said about our Christian brethren who
have been too long misunderstood
and maligned.
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COMMENT ON THIS ISSUE ANNOUNCEMENTS
In this issue, Dr. Peter Y. De Jong, pastor of the First Christian The article in this issue on GOD’S INFALLIBLE WORD
Reformed Church of Pella, Iowa, makes his debut as one of our by Dr. Edward J. Young can be had separately. Watch

f:i%‘ifescg?tgﬂ;?m Ho will. Vertie o0 évenis. Sud frends I the for the notice on the announcement page of “The Ban-
Rev. R. K. Churchill was the pastor of the Cedar Grove Orthodox ner” of April 1.
Presbyterian Church, the largest congregation of that denomination.
Not long ago hfe lresigned his pasto;at? to l;egome the West Coast
representative of the Westminster Theological Seminary. 5 i ’
Dr, Edward J. Young is professor of Old Testament st the Wask- The May issue of OIFIlr paper \:'VI” not appear TI‘” the
minster Theological Seminary. His recent speech on The Infallible last week of the month. This will enable us to discuss
Word is the feature article of this issue of our paper. For further important issues to be considered by the Christian
items concerning it see the introduction to it on page 11 and the Reformed Synod which will convene on June 8.
announcement across this page.
Rev. John B. Hulst is one of the young ministers of the Chris-
tian Reformed Church, a 1954 graduate of Calvin Seminary and the

pastor of the large First Christian Reformed Church of Orange City, Mrs. Rena Hendriksen, wife of Dr. Hendriksen, pas-
Iowa. tor of the Byron Center Christian Reformed Church,

Rev. Peter Vosteen, a graduate of 1956, formerly served the passed away after a long illness, on March 12. Dr.
United Presbyterian Church of Lisbon, New York, and the Orthodox Hendriksen was the author of the Bible Lessons of the

Presbyterian Church of that same city and is now the pastor of the + A
Emo Christian Reformed Church of Emo, Ontario, Canada. 1959-60 season which appeared in our paper. We ex-

The other contributors to this April issue have been introduced press our deep s‘ympafhy with the bereaved husband
to our readers on previous occasions. and the three children.

“The only theology that the Bible knows is the Reformed faith.” — Dr. James 1. PACKER
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