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COMMENTS ON THIS ISSUE 

Though all the contributors to this issue have been introduced to 
OUf readers on a fonner occasion, we shall introduce them llgain to 
O\lr new subscribers, especially those who are not acquainted with 
the denomination. served hy nearly all the writers for this month. 

Rev. Rein Lecstma, who writes tho brief Thanksgiving Day 
meditation, recently became the minister of the West Leonard 
Strcet Christian Reformed Church of Crand Rapids, Mi chigan. 
Hc fonnerty served the Christian Heformed church at Plainfield, 
Michigan, and tllC Dutton Church of the same denomination. 

Dr. A. W. Tozcr is the editor of the Alliance Witneu and 
is well known in cvangelJcal circles in America. His contribution 
is tbe 1959 October Press Month article which is furnished free 
of charge to all periodicals which belong to the fast-growing 
organization Evangelical Pfe$S Association of which also Torch 
and Trumpet is a member. 

Hcnry J. Kuiper is a minister of the Christian Refonned 
Church and thc retired editor of the official church papor of 
that denomination. Since September f irst of this year he is serving 
as full-time managing editor of this journal. 

Rev. R. B. Kuiper, the author of this month's feature article, 
Calvin's Conception of the Church, is the President Emeritus of 
Calvin Seminary of Grand Rapids, 1-.fichigan. He has also been a 
professor . at Westminster Seminary for a nllmber of ycars and 
fonnerly served as preSident of Calvin College and as the pastor 
of a Refonned church and four Christian Refonned congregations. 

Rev. Henry Vander Kam has boon a minister of the Christian 
Reformed Church since 1945. Ho is now the pastor of the 

S",bac,iptlon price, n..... ....1... par Y".... 

. �. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . �
Twelfth Avenue Christian neformed Church at Jenison, Michigan, 
which during the five yean of its existence has grown to a large 
church of 210 fam ilies and nearly one thousand souls. 

Rev. Edward HCCl'ema. Pastor of the Plymouth Heights 
Christian Rcfonned Church of Crand Rapids, Mi chigan, presents 
in this iSSue his second and concluding article 011 the current 
question whether the doctrine of the Covenant of Crace is basic 
to our system of Parental Christian Schools. 

Dr. Leonard Greenway, who began his ministry in the 
Refonned Church in America, became the school pastor and 
Bible teacher of the Crand Rapids Cbristian High School in 1943. 
After serving nine years in this capacity he aoccpted a call of 
the Burton Heights Christian Relonned Church and in 1957 
became the ministcr of the Detbel Church of the same denomina­
tion. He was also one of the translators of the Dcrkeley Version of 
the Scriptures and is widely known as preachcr and lecturer. 

THE MULTITUDE OF HIS MERCIES 
Thy mercies, lord, a multitude, 
A never-f ..iling throng, 
Pursue me now and have pursued 
My life with joy along. 
And ever in that multitude 
[ sland in deep amaze; 
o lord, though swift to know Thee good, 
How slow �was I to praise! 

Mabel lindsay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . �
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THANKSGIVING DAY THOUGHTS 

Are 

God's People 

T HANKSCIVING DAY finds us 
this year with many things for 

which we ought to be thankful and 
yet there often seems to be so little 
of true thanksgiving. This is due, 
surely, to the fact that genuine grati­
tude is something diffi cult to achieve. 
One would suppose that if such grati­
tude is to be found anywhere it would 
be in the church of Jesus Christ. 
Here too, however, it is often found 
to be lacking. 

The lack of true thanksgiving and 
the diffi culty in achieving it is well 
illu strated by the history of the Old 
Testament church. Tsrael was found 
under the leadership of Moses in the 
wi lderness of Sin. They were, indeed, 
a disgruntled p e 0 pIe. "yc have 
brought us forth into this wilderness, 
to kill this whole assembly wit h 
hunger," 

In Egypt things were far different. 
There, at least, the fl esh pots were 
full and the water pitchers were 
supplied. By the work of their own 
hands the Israelites were able to 
sati sfy their wants. But in the wilder­
ness the opportunities to supply their 
daily need of food and drink were 
gone and the men of Israel despaired. 

This sin of divorcing our daiJy 
bread from God is a great danger 
for us today. Daily bread is gained in 
the arena of economic activity and 
struggle and in this place Cod seems 
to be of littl e practical consequence. 

The complexity of 0 u r modern 
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world, with all the factors of supply 
and demand, prices and wages, par­
iti es and land banks, processing and 
distribution, cell ophane wrappers and 
tin cans, ensily drives an ever deeper 
wedge between God and our dail y 
bread. And what God has joined 
together is by man, consciously or 
unconsciously, put asunder. 

In such a frame of mind hue 
thanksgiving is impossible. We may 
still have a Thanksgiving Day but its 
essential character is lost since true 
gratitude is essentially a person-to­
Person relation. How often do we 
pray, "Give us this day our dail y 
bread," and mean what we pray? 

When in their anxiety the people 
of Israel murmured and complained 
against Moses and against God, the 
Lord taught them a most difficult 
lesson. Moses said to them: "At even, 
then shall ye know that Jehovah hath 
brought you out from the land of 
Egypt." He is your God who brought 
you out of the house of bondage. 
He is the God of your salvation. He 
is your Redeemer. He is your Father 
and ye are his children. Open your 
mouths wide and he will f ill it. But 
be ye not faithless but believing. 

Then the manna came eaeh day 
and God sent quails in the evening 
and Israel came to understand that 
they li ved each day out of the hand 
of Jehovah. 

Israel's self-sufficiency fin ally led 
to despair; but God, who is rich in 

"AI even ye shall eat flesh and in the 
morning ye shall be filled with bread; 
and ye shelll know that I am Jehovel h 
your God." Exodus 16:12 

mercy for his great love wherewith 
he loves his people, taught them a 
most dif£icult lesson in a unique way. 
God's people must learn to walk in 
the way of dependence, thanksgiving, 
and service. 

Israel was the church of the Old 
Testament. True thanksgiving can be 
found only in the church, but if it 
be lacking there, how gre-'lt is the 
nation's ingratitude! 

Two men were sitti ng together on 
Thanksgiving Day enjoying a second 
cnp of coffee after a satisfying meal 
They were discussing the good things 
of life which they could each enjoy. 
The oll e spoke .at length about the 
vnlll e of economic controls, 1I n ion 
membership a n d power, improved 
distribution factors, advancements in 
technology and knowledge, and he 
concluded by saying, All in all, U 

we've done pretty well for ourselves." 
The second looked thoughtfully at 

the floor and acknowledged that all 
these factors were certainly involved 
in the obtaining of the good things of 
lif e. But then, at the end of the dis­
cussion he looked squarely at his com­
panion and said, "My Father in 
he.wen has given us more than we 
deserve. We should consider carefully 
how we use the abundance which he 
has given us." 

The fir st man shrugged his shoulder 
and walked away; the second bowed 
his head and gave thanks. 
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THE DECLINE �
OF �

GOOD READING �
By DR. A. W. TOZER 

Ed itor, The Alliance Witness 

T HE READING HABITS of the 
average evangelical Christian in 

the United States, as far as I have 
been able to observe them, arc so 
wretchedly bad as actually to arrest 
the spiritual development of the in­
dividual beli ever and block the prog­
ress of the faith he professes to hold. 

So powerful is the effect of the 
printed page on human character 
that the reading of good books is not 
only a privi lege but an obligation, 
and the habitual reading of poor ones 
a positive tragedy. 

Of course, I do not here refer to 
the output of the yellow press. I 
think we may safely assume that no 
true Christian would stoop to Tead 
the under-the-counter 1 j t era r y ob· 
scenities of the corner newsstand or 
th e hole-in-the-wall bookstore. Dy 
"poor" books I mean the religious 
trash being turned out these days by 
the various publi shers under the name 
of Christian. ·Tons of this stuff are 
produced each year to sati sfy a mar­
kct which a previous output has in 
large measure helped to create. 

This religious rubbish is mostl y fi c­
tion and SOlVes three ends: it helps 
to fattcn the bank account of the 
evangelical "noveli st" who writes it ; 
it keeps the publishers in bminess, 
and it feeds the depravcd, or at least 
underdeveloped, a p pet i t e s of the 
demi-Christians who find s e ri o u s 
rcading hard going but who lap up 
the denatured pabulum of the press 
as avidly as a kitten laps cream. And 
if 1 were all owed a choice I would 
go along with the kitten, for cream 
is both tasty and nutritious. while the 
average religious novel is wholly lack­
ing in nutriment and is found palat­
able only by those persons whose taste 
buds have been debauched by pro­

fou, 

longed exposure to Christian literature 
which, if the truth were told, is 
neither Christian nor lit erature. 

Were a Christian to backslide and 
read a bad book secretly, as the 
proverbial schoolboy is said to read 
the dime novel behind his geography 
book, one could hope that he might 
later come to himself and leave the 
swine pen for the father's house; but 
what are we to say when bad books 
become part of the approved cur­
ri culum for evangelical Christians in 
almost all churches? What can we do 
when books of a mental level not 
above nine years are hail ed as master 
works and given extravagant reviews 
in the religious press? What are we 
to say when the melodramatic love 
stori es and spine-chillin g adventures 
of a generation ago are retold by our 
modern religious writers with a bit 
of pious dialogue sandwiched in bc· 
tween tor rid love embraces or 
"drop-thct-gun -padner" artlliciali ties 
to sanctify what would otherwise be 
a wholly evil production? 

Being free from external compul­
sion. the Christian public quite natu­
rally reads what it likes; and ap­
parently it Ii k e s inferior religious 
literature. Should the conscience pro­
test against the waste of time and 
energy involved in chronic addiction 
to lit erary triviali ties, it is soon subver­
ted by the argumcnt that practicall y 
everyone approves such stuff, almost 
all religious publishers produce it, and 
all the bookstores sell it. So what 
chance does one feeble conscicnce 
have against such tremendous odds? 

All this accords with the false 
philosophy current among us which 
holds that to read aflylhing religious 
is better than nothing; so we continue 
to produce 1 i t c r a r y mediocrities, 

vapid, amateurish, illit erate, and dedi· 
cated to the proposition that anything 
goes if only somewhere in the book 
someone makes the point that every­
body ought to be born again. No 
mattcr how impossible the book in 
style and substance, if it puts in a 
dutiful plug for the gospel now and 
then, the evangeli cal leadcrs will bless 
it with their imprimatur and nihil 
obstat. Indeed it is hardly too mueh 
to say that illiterate religious literature 
has now become the earmark of 
cvangeli sm. It is lamentable that we 
are content to leave qualit y to the 
Catholic and the liberal. 

Why does the gospel Chri stian of 
today find the reading of great books 
almost beyond him? Is the intellec­
tual capacity of the evangelical of 
1959 inferior to that of his 'spiritual 
progenitor of two hundred years ago? 

TIl e answer to the first question is 
somewhat complicated, but the sec­
ond can be answered easil y and cor­
rectly wi th an emphatic No. Intell ec­
tual powers do not wane from one 
generation to another. We are as 
smart as OUf forefathers. Any thought 
they could entertain we can entertain 
if we are sufficientl y interested to 
make the effort. 

TI10 major cause of the decli ne in 
the quality of current Chri stian lit er­
ature is not intell cctual; it is spirit­
ual. To enjoy a great rcligious work 
requires a degree of consecration to 
God and detachment from the world 
that few modern Christians have ex­
perienced. The early C h r i s t ian 
fathers, the mystics, the Puritans, arc 
not hard to understand, but they 
inhabit the highlands where the air 
is crisp and rarefied and none but 
the God-cnamored can come. 

Rather than climb the mountain 
we choose to dig our shallow cavcs a 
few feet above the fl oor of the vall ey. 
OUI' spiritual moods and emotions 
are degraded. We eat and drink and 
rise up to play. We take our religiOUS 
instruction in the fonn of stories, and 
anything that r e qui res meditation 
bores us. And writers and publishcrs 
contribute to our delinquency by pro­
viding us with plenty of religious 
nothing to satisfy our carnal appetite. 

"Give attendance to reading ... " 
(1 Timothy 4,13). 
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I N OUR FORMER article we wrote 
on the threat which modern life, 

with its materialism and its mad rush, 
poses to the perpetuation of our 
family altars. 

Two things point to the possibility 
of th e complete secularization of 
many Christian homes in a not too 
distant future. The first is the ab­
sence of all family devotions in count­
less homes still affiliated with the 
church; the second, the scant atten­
tion given to spiritual things and the 
persistent neglect of family worship 
in many homes still connected with 
a church of Reformed persuasion. 

REQUISITES FOR RETAINING AND 
IMPROVING OUR FAMILY 
DEVOTIONS 

We shall suggest some concrete, 
practical measures which can be used 
to make our family worship more 
interesting and edifying. 

But fi rst of all let us say that more 
important than all such practical sug­
gestions is the deep conviction on 
the part of all Christian families tl lat 
daily, joint worship in the home is 
not only desirable and spiritually 
beneficial but absolutely essential to 
their spiritual welfare and abiding 
�h�a�p�p�i�n �e�~�s �.� For if our fathers and 
mothers have that conviction they will 
not fail to ask themselves whether 
their family devotions are acceptable 
to God and glorify ing to their Savior. 
They will then also endeavor to find 
ways of their own to improve their 
worship in the home. 

There is one other requisite for the �
preselvation of our family altars. The �
manner in which we conduct our �
home devotions is not as important �
as the conviction that they must not �
be allowed to degenerate into a mere �
formality. Religious formalism means �
the ul timate death of voluntary reli­ �
gious observances. If we keep up �
family worship merely because our �
conscience would trouble us if we �
discarded it, its eventual disappear­ �
ance is sure, if not in our generation, �
then in the next. Our chil dren will �
cast it aside as n worthless, hypocrit­ �
ical gesture. This is doubtless one �
reason why many religious families �
today whose parents and grandpar-�
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TIMELY TOPICS �

HOW can we IMPROVE 

our 

jfamilp �~�l�t�a�r�%�?� �

HENRY �

ents still prayed and read the Bible 
no longer have even a semblance of 
family worship. They inherited a 
custom which had become so stale 
and lif eless that it did not seem 
worth perpetuating. 

AI DS TO FAMILY WORSHIP 

T here are many devices and many 
helps which our Christian families 
can use to keep their joint devotions 
more spiritual, meaningful, and fruit­
ful. Not a few articles and books or 
booklets have been written on the 
subject. We think for example of a 
rather exhaustive treatment of this 
particular phase of home life in a 
li ttle book published a few years ago. 
It was writ ten by Rev. Tenis C. Van 
Kooten of 52 Stanley Avenue, Hamil­
ton, Ontario. He can be contacted 
by those who wish to know whether 
it is still available. 

A number of helps in Bible reading 
are available to aU who are inter­
ested. The Daily Manna Calendar, 
for usc in morning worship, has been 
a source of blessing to thousands of 
Christian homes during the past 24 

J . KUIPER �

years. The Daily Devotions page in 
The Banner is also being used with 
appreciation by many readers of our 
church paper. The comments by 
Rev. Nicholas De Vries on that page, 
for use at the evening meal, are to 
the point and practical. An excellent 
feature of these comments is that 
they promote systematic Bible read­
ing because they follow various Bible 
books from start to finish. The 'Family 
Altar booklet published monthly by 
the Back to God Hour and a simil ar 
booklet by Temple Time of the He­
formed Church in America also offer 
useful meditations on Scripture pas­
sages and are used by thousands of 
families in and outside of our Re­
formed fellowship. 

HINTS FOR IMPROVING 
OUR FAMILY DEVOTIONS 

It would not be difficult to suggest 
a considerable number of devices for 
stimulating interest in the religiOUS 
exercises of our homes. We shall 
confine ourselves to just a few. 

As to famil y prayer, we would 
strongly recommend the continuation 
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of the old custom to have a short 
prayer before and after meals. It is 
a beautiful custom even though it 
is not divinely commanded. How 
proper it is in our dealings with our 
fell owmen to ask for favors we do 
not deserve and to express our grati­
tude for them after they are received. 
Why should we not say both '''Please'' 
and "Thank you" also to our God, 
whose lovingkindness endures forever 
and whose mercies are new every 
morningl 

It must be admitted tllat it is not 
easy for one person to offer two 
prayers at every meal three times a 
day seven days a week without slip­
ping into the habit of repeating the 
same generalities over and over again. 
One way to avoid this is to ask the 
wife to lead in thanksgivi ng after 
the meal; still better perhaps for 
husband and wife to alternate. \Ve 
know some object to this on the 
ground that the �h�u�. �~ �b�a �n �d� and father 
is the head of the house and its priest 
and therefore should not relinquish 
his prerogati ve. The objection does 
not impress us. All Christians should 
be intercessors before the throne of 
grace. Christian women too, though 
not permitted to hold office in the 
church, are entrusted, not less than 
our men, with the threefold offic e of 
all beli evers. All are prophets, priests, 
and kings. 

\¥by should we treat our women 
as voiceless partners in the religious 
lif e of the home? Many Christian 
children, in homes where only the 
father prays aloud, have never heard 
the voice of their mother in prayer 
because the husband has monopoli zed 
the priestly function of the family. 
We should have a high regard for 
the tradit ions and the customs handed 
down to us by our Reformed fathers 
but we should not follow th e m 
slavishly. Let us improve on them if 
improvement is possible and needed. 
It is not good for our homes when 
we get into a rut with our famil y 
prayers. 

But there is a more important way 
to prevent our family prayers from 
becoming a conventi onal and per­
functory thing, a dead and deadening 
ritual. The prayers should fit the 
concrete situations in the family as 

these vary from day to day. They 
should be practical, down to earth, 
simple. Let us not forget the needs 
of the children. If Johnny had a fight 
at school, if Margaret had a spat 
with her chum or got an exceptionally 
good mark in a test, if son or daughter 
in high school is having a real prob ­
lem, if a member of the family is ill, 
if one member has a birthday - what­
ever may be the subject of special 
interest and conversation should be 
reflected in the prayers of that day. 
Prayer is not a recitation; it is con­
versation with God about the things 
that concern us and should concern 
us most. In this way our family 
prayers arc bound to remain fresh, 
timely, real, and urgent. They will 
not fail to capture and hold the 
attention of the children. 

BIBLE READING IN THE HOME 

There are good and bad methods of 
Bible reading at famil y devotions. 
'We must guard against extremes. On 
the one hand, though something can 
be said for "reading the Bible through" 
from Genesis to Hevelation, it is 
hardly to be recommended. It means 
for example that for days if not weeks 
on end the famil y members hear 
nothing but genealogies, 01' stories 
about the kings of I srael, or the New 
Testament epistles, which are too 
diffi cult for the children to under­
stand. On the other hand, to confine 
our reading to a few favorite books 
or chapters is unworthy of the Word 
of God which is in its totality the 
message of the liv ing God to his 
redeemed people. Some ' read Scrip­
ture in a haphazard fashion, choosing 
passages at r a ndo m, perhaps 
wherever it happcns to open. Such 
desultory reading ignores the unity of 
Scripture. No one in his senses would 
think of reading Shakespeare or a 
book on science in this fashion. If 
we begin to read a Bible book let 
us be sure to fini sh it. 

It is very helpful for parents to 
supply everyone of their children with 
a copy of the Bible and to insist that 
all shall follow while one reads. At­
tention is almost sure to lag if only one 
reads while tlle others merely listen. 
We know of a professor in our Sem­
inary, now deceased, who suspected 

that his family was not giving proper 
attention to the Bible while he was 
reading. To test them he read the 
same chapter a number of times, on 
successive nights, and no one made 
a word of comment on the repetitionl 
It is advisable not only for all the 
members of the famil y to have a 
copy of the Bible before them while 
it is read but also to give each the 
opportunity to read at least occasion­
ally, or to let all the members par­
ticipate in the reading. 

DON'T HURRYl 
The bane of fam il y devotions is 

to engage in hurried prayer and Bible 
reading. 1£ only a fraction of the 
time we spend li stening to the radio or 
looking at TV programs were spent in 
communing with God. through prayer 
and Bible r eadin g, wo n d e rful 
blessings would be reaped by all 
the members. The famil y altar of 
early youth can be a blessed memory 
for the children all the rest of their 
li ves. Many of our family tensions 
would be reli eved and many of the 
quarrels that often disgrace our Chris­
ti an homes would be prevented if 
the parents would · make the period 
of famil y devoti ons truly devotwnal, 
spirituall y satisfying and helpful. In 
such homes God is real and his Word 
a powerful influence for the molding 
of Christian character, both in adults 
and in the children. 

We do not plead for a long period 
of family worship. Modem life is 
fast. But let us make our devotions 
real, practical, and let them be un­
hurried. Hurry is to rel igion what 
poison is to the body. Mental con­
centration is not the strong point 
of men and women today. But we 
should train ourselvcs to think God's 
thoughts after him by spending some 
time every day in fixing our thoughts 
on the great, abiding truths of Holy 
Wri t. 

Take time to be holy, �
Speak oft with thy Lord, �
Abide in him always �
And feed on his Word. �

H as your family altar suffered 
under the impact of modern lif e with 
its rush and its fevcrish concentration 
on material thin gs? Hebuild it, restore 
it, for the sake of the welfare and 
the peace of your home. 
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ofCalvin's Conception Church�the 

I N DEALING WITH such a sub­
ject as "Calvin's Conception of 

the Church" onc may well be on his 
guard against diverse temptations. 

JIe who would be known as a Cal­
vinist is in peril of unduly exalting 
the person of John Calvin and of 
ascribing to his teaching a quality 
approaching infallibi li ty. Perhaps that 
danger is especially great in this year 
of our Lord, 1959, when Calvinists 
the world over are commemorating 
the birth of the Genevan Reformer 
in 1509 and the publication of the 
final edi tion of his famous Institutes 
of the Christian Religion in 1559. 
Hard though Calvin strove to base 
his teaching on the infallible Word 
of God, he, of course, was fallible in 
his interpretation of the Word. 

On the other hand, both the Cal­
vinist and the non-Calvinist arc in 
danger of evaluating Calvin's teach· 
ing by twentieth-century standards. 
Determined though Calvin was to 
abide by the timeless Word of God, 
he, like every other man, was un­
avoidably a child of his own times. 
Now, the fact that he was a product 
of the sixteenth century, and not of 
the twentieth, was not necessari ly 
to Calvin's disadvantage. In some 
respects it may well have been to 
his advantage. Yet, to ignore that 
fact is unfair to Calvin and gives 
evidence of a most faulty sense of 
Iili'o>y. 

R. B. KU!PER 

Calvin's doctrine of the church 
lies scattered throughout all his writ­
ings, but it was summarized and set 
forth in orderly fashion in the twenty 

chapters of Book IV of the Institutes. 
In an article such as this it is obvi­
ously impossible to reproduce that 
doctrine in full. I have singled out 
four aspects which Calvin himself 
deemed important and to which we 
do well to give serious thought today. 

I. THE CHURCH, ALTHOUGH OF 
DIVINE APPOINTMENT, IS NOT 
DIVINE 

That Calvin's \i ew of the church 
clashed head-on with the Romish 
view is a matter of common knowl­
edge. According to Rome the church 

is nothing short of divine. That claim 
Calvin rejected unqual if iedly. 

Roman Catholicism's avowal of di­
vinity appears in numerous ways ­
one may almost say, in countless 
ways. A few will be named. 

By ascribing infallibility, whether 
to ecclesiastical councils or - since 
1870 - to the pope in his ex cathedra 
pronouncements in matters of faith 
and morals, Rome arrogates to itself 
a divine attribute. Rome regards the 
pope as vicar of Christ and the church 
as the succession of the incarnate 
Son of God. Rome brazenly adds 
its traditions to the Bible and counts 
them an integral part of the VVord of 
God. In absolution Rome enters upon 
the role of Him who alone can for­
give sin, and when it boasts of 
imparting saving grace to men in the 
administration of the sacraments, it 
equates itself in that respect with the 
Holy Spirit. 

All those claims Calvin rejected 
emphatically and contented himself 
with stressing, as does the Apostles' 
Creed, that the church is "the com­
munion of saints"; that is to say, the 
communion of God's elect, of sinners 
saved by grace through faith. In 
other words, the church consists of 
human beings who even in glory will 
continue human. Thus Calvin reso· 



lutely rejected the basic Romish error 
of obliterating the distinction between 
God and man. 

Highly significant is Calvin's dis­
cussion of the fact that in the Apostlcs' 
Creed the believer professes fai th in 
God the Father, in God the Son, and 
in God the Holy Spirit, but not in 
t 11 e church. The Chri stian simply 
says: "I bel i eve a holy, catholic 
church." Said Calvin: "The particle 
in is often interpolated, but without 
any probable ground.... We ma y 
perceive from early writers, that the 
expression received without contro­
versy in ancient times was to believe 
'the Church,' and not 'in the Church: 
This is not only the expression used 
by Augustine, and that ancient writer, 
whoever he may have been, whose 
h'eatise, De Symboli Expositione, is 
extant under the name of Cyprian, 
but they distinctly remark that the ad­
dition of the preposition would make 
the expression improper, and they 
give good grounds for so thinking. 
We declare that we believe in God, 
both because our mind reclines upon 
him as true, and our confidence is 
fully satisfied in him. This cannot 
be said of the Church" (Institutes, 
IV, I, 2). 

It may not be inferred that Calvin 
held a low view of the church. Con­
trariwise, his view of the church was 
decidedly high. Although he denied 
that the c h u r chis divine in its 
essence, he taught that it is of divine 
Ortgt1l. Did not the Son of God 
declare: "Upon this rock I will build 
my church"? Although he denied that 
the church is divine in its essence, 
he insisted that it is supernatural in 
its essence, for its living members are 
such as have been born of the Spirit 
and are "partakers of the divine 
nature" (II Peter 1:4) in the sense 
that the image of Cod is restored in 
them. Believe it or not, Calvin held 
that there is no salvation outside of 
the visible church. Said he: "As it is 
now our purpose to discourse of the 
visible Church, let us learn, from her 
single title of Mother, how useful, 
nay, how necessary the knowledge of 
her is, since there is no othcr means 
of entering into life unless she con­
ceive us in the womb and give us 

birth, unless she nourish us at her 
breasts, and, in short, keep us under 
her charge and government, until, 
divested of mortal flesh, we become 
like the angels ... Beyond the pale 
of the Church no forgiveness of sins, 
no salvation can be hoped for . . 
The paternal favor of God and the 
special evidence of spiritual life are 
confined to his peculiar people, and 
hence the abandonment of the Church 
is always fatal" (Institutes, IV, I, 4). 

II. � THE TRUE CHURCH IS ONE, �
NOT MANY �

11lCl'e are those who regard Calvin's 
teaching that there is no salvation 
without the visible church as a rem­
nant of Roman Catholicism. They 
find the same fault wit h Article 
XXV II I of the Belgic Confession, 
which likewise affirms of the visible 
church that "'outside of it there is 
no salvation." Such critics much pre­
fer the wording of the vVesbninster 
Confession of Faith, Chapter XXV, 
Section 11, that out of it "there is no 
ordinary possibility of salvation." 

However, beyond a II reasonable 
doubt, Calvin and Guido de Bres, 
the author of the Belgic Confession, 
meant precisely what the Westmin­
ster divines stated. Both Calvin and 
de Bres were, of course, fully aware 
that the one and only requirement 
for salvation is, as Paul told the 
Philippian jailer, faith in Christ. To 
ascribe to either of them the opinion 
that he who today receives Christ 
in faith and tomorrow dies without 
having been received formally into 
membership of the visible church is 
eternally lost, amounts to the sheerest 
pettifogging. What they meant to do 
was to state a rule without regard to 
rare exceptions. 

Calvin's seemingly absolutistic �p�o�s�i�~� 

tion on this score was not due to 
failure on his part to purge all 
Romish leaven from his view of the 
church. There is another and much 
more reasonable explanation. It is 
found in his conception of the church 
as strictly one. 

Today we arc confronted by a mul­
tiplicity of denominations. Many of 
us, perhaps all of us, are confused 

by that phenomenon. We think there 
are a great many Christian churches. 
We recognize as a church almost 
any group that would be known by 
that name. A new denomination is 
founded, let us assume, for a wholly 
insufficient reason. At first we call it 
a sect, but it persists in calling itself 
a church, and soon we fall in line. 
A denomination, let us say, deparb 
even farther from the truth than does 
Rome. It denies, or pennits its minis­
ters and teachers to deny, such 
cardinal Christian truths as the infalli­
bility of Holy Scriptme, the virgin 
birth and bodily resmrection of Christ, 
his deity, and the substitutionary 
atonement, as well as salvation by 
grace through faith alone, and, instead 
of courageously, although momnfully, 
pronouncing that church fa15e, we 
accuse of lovelessness those who draw 
that obviously unassailable conclu­
sion. We opine that, all churches 
being more or less faulty, it does not 
make a great deal of difference to 
which of them one belongs. And we 
find rich comfort in the thought that 
it really does not mat t e r much 
whether or not one belongs to any 
church at all, so long as one is a 
member of the invisible church of 
Christ, his mystical body. Thus we 
have acquired a low view of the 
visible church. We disparage it. 

Calvin faced a radically different 
ecclesiastical situation. He was not 
confused by a multiplicity of denom­
inations, for it was non-existent. And 
he was determined to base his view 
of the church squarely on Scripture, 
which teaclles most emphatically that 
the invisible church is one and hardly 
less emphaticall y t hat the visible 
church ideaJly should be one. The 
New Testament knows nothing of 
denominations. In the a p 0 s to I i c 
church there were, to be sure, �d�i�f�f�e�r�~� 

ences among believers in different 
localities and with different back­
grounds, but denominations were out 
of the question. The visible church 
was one. And Calvin hew full well 
that the visible church and the 
invisible church are not two, but one. 
Visibility and invisibility are but two 
aspects of the one Christian chmch. 
The visible chureh is the manifesta· 
tion of the invisible. Small wonder 



that he taught the necessity of mem­
bership in one as well as the other. 

In short, the confusion was not 
Calvin's; it is ours. 

His doctrine - rather, the Scrip­
tural doctrine - of the uni ty of the 
church of Christ necessitated three 
conclusions each of which Calvin 
embraced willingly . 

1. The church of Rome and the 
church of Protestantism could n ot 
both be churches. Because of its 
ungodly teachings and practices Cal­
vin denominatcd Rome a faLse church. 
It is noteworthy how fo rcefull y, and 
yet carefully, he expressed himself 
on that matter. Said Calvin: "While 
we arc unwilling simply to concede 
the name of Church to the Papists, 
we do not dcny that there ure 
churches among them." Referring to 
the Roman pontiff, he went on: '"We 
do not at all deny that churches 
remain under his tyranny; churches, 
however, which by sacrilegious im­
piety he has profaned, by cruel dom­
inati on has oppressed, by evil and 
deadly doctrines like poisoned potions 
has corrupted and almost s I a i 11; 
churches w her e Christ li es half­
buried, the gospel is suppressed, piety 
is put to flight, and the worship of 
God almost abolished; where, in short, 
all things are in such disorder as to 
present the appearance of Babylon 
rather than the holy city of God. In 
onc word, I call them churches, in­
asmuch as the Lord there wondrously 
preserves some remains of his people, 
though miserably tom and scattered, 
and inasmuch as some s y m b 0 I s 
[baptism, for example} of the Church 
still remain ... But as, on the other 
hand, those marks to which we ought 
especially to have respect in this 
discussion are effaced, I say that the 
whole body, as well as every single 
assembly, want the form of a legiti­
mate Church" (Institutes, IV, 11, 12). 

2. Some Anabaptists of Calvin's day 
upheld the principle of the "pure 
church." Finding serious fault with 
the Protestant church for what they 
deemed laxity in the exercise of dis­
cipline, they seceded from it and 
formed communions of their own. Jt 
seems not to have occurred to Calvin 
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to recognize those communions as 
churches. 1 nstead, he designated their 
members as "schismatics" who had 
"renounced the com munion of the 
Church." He ,igorously condemned 
secession for imperfections in the one 
true c h u r c h. "H.evolt from th e 
Church," said he, "i s denial of God 
and Christ" and, �" �~�o� crime can be 
imagined more atrocious than tll."1t of 
sacrilegiously and perfidiously viola­
ling lhe sacred marriage which the 
only begotten Son of Cod has con­
descended to contract with us" ( In­
stitutes, IV , I, 10 . In a word, Calvin 
distinguished sharply between the 
church and a sect, as did the Belgic 
Confession when it wam ed: "All sects 
that are in the world assume to them­
selves the name of the C h u r C h" 
(Article XXIX ). 

3. Because of his strong conviction 
that the church of Christ is one, 
Calvi n 1abored assiduously toward 
the assembling of all true beli evers in 
one communion. In a letter to Cran­
mer, Archbishop of Canterbury, he 
recommended the caning of "an 
assembly of the most eminent men of 
learning from all the various churches 
which have embraced the pure doc­
trine of the Gospel" in order that they 
might after careful study of the Word 
of God draw lip "n. tnle and distinct 
confession" to which all might sub­
scribe. And he went so far as to 
suggest that those who would not 
accept that confession should be pro­
nounced schismatics. (Sec "John Cal­
vin and Ecumenicity" by John Bratt 
in Tile Reformed Journal, Ma r c h, 
1959. ) That letter makes it perfectly 
clear that the unity fo r which Calvin 
strove was, like that for which Jesus 
prayed in John li, unity in the truth. 
The d i vi s i on of Protestants into 
Lutheran and Reformed churches 
grieved Calvin deeply. He was will ­
ing to employ the Lutheran Augsburg 
Confession as a basis of union. Again, 
his aim unmistakably was the highest 
possible degree of doctrinal unity. 

Ill . �THE ONE CHURCH IS TRUE, 
THOUGH IMPERFECT 

In �his I listitllt es of tile Christian 

ReligiOll Calvin taught that the true 
church has two marks or notes. These 
are his words: "Wherever we see the 
word of God sincerely preached and 
heard, wherever we see the sacra­
ments administered according to the 
institution of Christ, there we cannot 
have any doubt that the Church of 
God has some existence" ( IV , T, 9). 

Certain as he was that those marks 
had disappeared from the Hamish 
church of his day, he denounced that 
organization as a false church. He 
d id not mince words when he ""f ote: 
"As soon as falsehood has forced its 
way into the citadel of reli gion, as 
soon as the sum of necessary doctrine 
is inverted, and the use of the sacra­
ments is destroyed, the death of the 
Church undoubtedly ensues, just as 
the t fe of man is destroyed when his 
throat is pierced, or his vitals mortally 
wounded ... If the Church is founded 
on the doctrine of the apostles and 
prophets, by which believers are 
enjoined to place their salvation in 
Christ alone, then if that doctrine 
is destroyed, how can the Church 
continue to stand? .. In place of the 
Lord's Supper, the foulest sacrilege 
has entered, the worship of God is 
deformed by a varied mass of intolcr­
able superstitions; doctrine ( wi thout 
which Christianity exists not ) is 
wholl y buried and explocled, the 
p u b I i c assemblies arc schools of 
idolatry and impiety." He drew the 
conclusion: "Since this is the state 
of matters under the Papacy, we can 
understand how much of the Church 
there sUlv ives." And he encouraged 
the fai thful by assuring them: "In 
declining fatal participation in such 
wickedness, we run no risk of being 
severed from the Chmch of Chri st" 
(Institutes, IV, II , I , 2). 

Calvin's followers h a v c usuall y 
spoken of three, instead of two, marks 
of the true church. To the sound 
preaching of the Word and the proper 
administration of the sacraments they 
have added the failhful exercise of 
discipline. Guido de Bres did that 
alJ·eady in 1561. Says the Belgic 
Confession: "The marks by which 
the t rue C h u r chis known are 
these: If the pure doctrine of the 
gospel is preached therein; if it main-

nine 



tams the pure administration of the 
sacraments as instituted by Christ; 
if church discipline is exercised in 
punislting of sin" (Artide XXIX ). 

The question arises why Calvin 
omitted the exercise of discipline from 
his enumerati on of the marks of the 
true church. The answer has already 
been suggested. He had to contend 
with the "pure church" notion of the 
Anabaptists and was determined to 
give that notion no quarter whlltever. 
In opposition to the extremism of 
the Anabaptists he fOtUld it necessary 
to insist that the true church is 
inevitably marred by faults and that 
no one has the right to secede from 
the church because it is not pcrfect. 

Pleading for «indulgence in toler· 
ating imperfection of conduct," Calvin 
argued: "There always have been per· 
sons who, imbued with a false per· 
suasion of absolute holiness, . . . spurn 
the society of all in whom they see 
that something human still remains. 
Such of old were the Cathari and the 
Donatists, who were simil arly infat· 
uated. Such in the present day are 
some of the Anabaptists, who would 
be thought to have made superior 
progress. Others, again, sin in this 
respect, not so much from that insane 
pride as fr 0 m inconsiderate zeal. 
Seeing that among those to whom the 
gospel is preached, the fruit produced 
is not in accordance with the doctrine, 
they forthwith conclude that there 
no c111U'ch exists." Cranting that, sad 
to say, "the offense is often well 
fou nded," and unqualifiedly condemn· 
ing all sin, he proceeded: ..s til l 
those of whom we have spoken sin 
ill their turn, by not l"llowing how to 
set bounds to their offence. For 
where the Lord requires mercy they 
omit it and give themselves up to 
immoderate severity. Thinking there 
is no church where there is not com· 
plete purity and integrity of conduct, 
they withdraw from a genuine church" 
(IMtitutes, IV, I, 13). 

Calvin made the obviously correct 
admission that a measure of doctrinal 
difference is all owable within the 
true church. "All the heads of doc· 
b'ine," said he, "are not in the same 
poSi tion. Some are so necessary to 

ten 

be known, that all must hold them to 
be fix ed and undoubted as the proper 
essentials of religion: for instance, 
that God is one, that Christ is God, 
and the Son of God, that our salva­
tion depends on the mercy of God, 
and the like. Others, again, which 
are the subject of controversy among 
the churches, do not destroy the unity 
of the faith; for why should it be 
regarded as a ground of dissension 
between churches, if one, without any 
spirit of contention or perverseness 
in dogmatizing, hold that the soul on 
quitting the body fli es to heaven, and 
another, \vithout venturing to speak 
positively on the abode, holds it for 
certain that it li ves with the Lord? ... 
The best thing, indeed, is to be per· 
fectly agreed, but seeing there is no 
man who is not involved in some 
mist of ignorance, we must either 
have no church at all , or pardon 
delusion in those things of which 
one may be ignorant, without viola· 
ting the substance of religion and 
forfeiting salvation" ( Imtitutes, IV, 
I, 12) . 

In his opposition to the "pure 
church" principle Calvin appealed to 
Christ's parable of the tares in i\'lat· 
thew 13. In so doing he was quite 
right. To infer, as is often done, 
from the sentence "The field is the 
world" (verse 28) that this parable 
has no reference to the church but 
teaches the inevitable co-existence of 
the righteous and the wicked in the 
wor/el until the day of judgment, is 
truly simpli stic. TIIO parable refers 
unmistakably to the imperfect visible 
church. The field is indeed the world. 
Into that field the good seed is sown, 
and thus the church comes into being. 
But Satan sows tares among the wheat 
and thus introduces the children of 
the wicked one inlo the chw·ch. That 
is the presentation of this parable. 
(See G. Vos, The Teaching of Jesus 
concerning til e Kingdom of God and 
the Church, pp. 165-168.) 

Lest Calvin be misunderstood, he 
was fully aware that the parable of 
the tares, ·whil e forbidding extremes 
in church diSCipline, by no means 
rules out such discipline. He regarded 
it as not merely desirable, but neces· 
sary. He said: "If no society, nay, 

no house with even a moderate fam· 
il y, can be kept in a right state 
\vithout discipline, much more neces· 
sary is it in the Church ... As the 
saving doctrine of Christ is the life 
of the Churcll, so discipline is, as it 
were, its sinews; for to it it is owing 
that the members of the body adhere 
together, each in its 0 w n place. 
Wherefore, aU who either wish that 
discipline were abolished, or who 
impede the restoration of it ... cer· 
tainly aim at the complete devastation 
of the Church" ( Institutes, IV. Xl I, 
1). Again he asserted: "It is a great 
disgrace if dogs and swine are admit· 
ted among the children of God; much 
more, if the sacred body of Christ 
is prostituted to them. And, indeed, 
when churches are well regulated. 
they will not bear the wicked in 
their bosom, nor will they admit the 
worthy and unworthy indiscriminately 
to that sacred feast" ( Institutes, IV, 
I, 15). 

As for doctrinal error, even of 
minor departures from the truth, Cal· 
vin asserted: "I have no ,vish to 
patronize even the minutest errors, 
as if I thought it right to foster them 
by flattery and connivance" ( [nsti· 
lutes, IV, I, 12). And as for such 
cardinal truths as the deity of Christ 
and salvation by grace, Calvin not 
only taught that their deniers should 
be excluded from the church, but 
insisted that their denial by a church 
rendered that church false. "'If the 
Church is 'the pillar and ground of 
the truth' ( I Timothy 3:15). it is 
certain that there is no church where 
lying and falsehood have usurped the 
ascendancy" (Institutes, IV , II , 1). 
And "Since the Church is the kingdom 
of Christ, and he reigns by his word, 
can there be any doubt as to the 
falsehood of t ho s e statements by 
which tho kingdom of Christ is repre­
sented without his sceptre, in other 
words, without hi s sacred word?" 
( Ill stitutes, IV, II, 4). 

We conclude that the inclusion of 
discipline in the marks of the true 
church does no violence whatever to 
Calvin's conception of the church 
but, rather, is in complete harmony 
with it. 
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IV. THE CHURCH IS FREE, 
IN BONDAGE TO NO MAN 

That Christ is the sole Head of 
the church is one of the most empha­
tic teachings of John Calvin. He 
stressed that truth more strongly than 
did Martin Luther. Calvin affirmed: 
"Her a n I y Head is Chri st, under 
whose government we are all united 
to each other, according to that order 
and form of policy which he himself 
has prescribed" (Institutes, lV , VI, 
9). 

It follows that the church is sub­
ject to the law of Christ alone and 
that no council or pope may add to 
that law. "Let this then be a sure 
axiom," said Calvin, "that there is no 
word of God to which place should 
be given in the Church save that 
which is contained, fir st, in the Law 
and the Prophets; and, secondly, in 
the writings of the Apostles" ( In.m­
tutes, IV , VllI , 8). Speaking of the 
consciences of believers, he declared: 
"TIley must acknowledge Christ their 
deliverer, as their only king, and be 
ruled by the only law of liberty, 
namely the sacred word of the Gos­
pel, if they would retain the grace 
which they have once received in 
Christ: they ml1st be subject to no 
bondage, be bound by no chains" 
(Institutes, IV , X, 1). According to 
Calvin, God alone is Lord of the 
conscience, the church is not; and the 
church has no legislative power, it 
has but to proclaim the law of Christ. 

Today Calvinists generall y deduce 
from the sale headship of Christ over 
the church that doctrine which is 
loosely designated as "'the separation 
of church and state." Specificall y 
they take the position that, although 
the state must protect the church in 
its exercise of religious li berty and 
may properly judge concerning its 
property rights, the state has no 
authority over the spiritual affairs of 
the church. Calvin did not thus limit 
the authority of the state. On the 
contrary, he ascribed to the magis­
trate the task, among others, "to 
cherish and support the cxternal wor­
ship of God, to preserve the pure 
doctrine of religion, to defend the 
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constitution of the church" (Insti­
tutes, IV, XX , 2) . 

For that view Calvin has been 
criticized severely. Most severely has 
he been taken to task for its applica­
tion in the execution 'of the heretic 
Servetus by order of the Genevan 
couucil. While it must, beyond all 
doubt, be granted that Calvin was in 
serious error at this point, Henry E. 
Dosker was right in warning that 
"in judging this lamentable occur­
rence we mu s t beware of an 
anachronism" (0 II t lin e Studies in 
Church History, p. 214 ). 

In the Reformation period prac­
tically all Protestants took the posi­
tion now under discussion. Ramo 
insisted on a totalitari an church. It 
arrogated to the church authority 
over the state in civil affairs. Small 
wonder that, when rejecting that 
position, Protestantism swung ovcr to 
the position of Erastianism, that the 
state has a measure of authority over 
the spiritual affairs of the church. 
Evidently the law of action and re­
action was asserting itself. And so it 
was not strange that Servetus was 
executed with the advice and con­
sent of all th e Reformers, irenic 
Melanchthon included. Even a cen tury 
latcr the Westminster Assembly af­
firmed that the civil magistrate "hath 
authori ty, and it is his duty, to take 
order, that unity and peace be pre­
served in the church, that the truth 
of God be kept pure and entire, that 
all blasphemies and heresies be sup­
pressed, all corruptions and �a�b�~ �l �s�e�s� in 
worship and discipline prevented or 
reformed, and all .the ordinances of 
God duly settled, administered, and 
observed" (\Vestminster Confession 
of Faith, XXIII , III ). In short, in 
the Refonnation period the church's 
understanding of the Word of Cod 
had not yet progressed to the point 
of its subscription to what we today 
are wont to denominate "the separa­
tion of church and state." Incidentally 
it may be remarked that it is highly 
unlikely that e\'en now the last word 
has been spoken on that thorny 
problem. 

The Anabaptists of the sixteenth 
century have been credited w it h 
denying the authority of the state 

over the spiritual a f f air s of the 
chl1rch. As a matter of fact, they 
did make that denial, and they were 
right in so dOing. It has been sug­
gested that Calvin should have been 
willing to learn from them. While 
that suggestion need not be dismissed 
categorically, it must be observed 
that Calvin found the background of 
the Anabaptist denial highly repre­
hensible. 111ere were among the Ana­
baptists extremists who virtually �r �e�~� 

jected all human government. Of 
them Calvin said: "Some, on hearing 
that liberty is promised in the gospel, 
a liberty w h i c h acknowledges no 
king and no magistrate among men, 
but looks to Christ alone, think that 
they can receive no benefit from their 
liberty so long as they see any power 
placed over them" (Institutes, IV , 
XX, 1). Over against that libertarian 
view Calvin felt duty bound to uphold 
the Scriptural teaching, explicit in 
Homans 13, that the state is divinely 
ordained and that therefore believers, 
as weU as others, must be subject 
to it. At bottom Calvin found the 
Anabaptist view of civil government 
so obnoxious that his refusal to profit 
by any deduction from it is not 
surprising. 

Not only are Calvin's severe criti cs 
on the score u n d e r consideration 
guilty of an anachronism; they also 
are wont to withhold credit due to 
him. 

Calvin taught emphatically that on 
occasion the Christian must adopt 
the apostle Peter's resolve to obey 
God rather than men. "In that obedi­
ence which we hold to be due the 
commands of rulers, we must always 
make the exception, nay, must be 
particularly careful, that it is not 
incompatible ,villi obedience to him 
to whose will the wishes of all kings 
should be subject, to whose decrees 
their commands must yield, to whose 
majesty their sceptrcs must bow ... 
The Lord, therefore, is king of kings. 
\Vhen he opens his sacred mouth, 
he alone is to be heard, instead of 
all and above all" (Institutes, IV, 
XX, 32). That courageous teaching, 
no doubt, helps to account for the 
observation made by liberal John C. 
Bennett in his recent book, Christians 
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an(l tJle State, published by Charles 
Scribner's Sons; "Calvini sm bec.'l.me 
the inspirer of politi cal revolution in II 
many countries - in Scotland, France, 
I'Yolland, England and, morc indi­
rectly, in America" (p. 71) . 

Supremely signifi cant is what Her­
man Havinck has pointed out in his 
Gereform eerde Dogmatiek ( IV , 446) 
concerning C a I v in 's conception of 
ecclesiastical discipline. In Lutheran 
churches discipline came to be excr­
cised by the '''consistories'' in which 
both church and state were repre­
sented. In practice this led to the 
same result as the teaching of Zwingli , 
Era s t u s, the Remonstrants, the 
Hationalists, and many recent theolo­
gians, according to which the state 
has become Christian a nd l.'onsc­
q uently the ehurch must, or at least 
may, surrender to it the power of 
discip line. For Calvin, on the other 
hand, church discipline was a matter 
of li fe Or death. In Geneva he fought 
fo r twenty years for the r ight of the 
church to banish evil from it s midst. 
It was not until 1555 that he gained 
the victory. Here one cannot but 
recall Calvin's heroic defi ance of the 
council of Geneva in his barring of 
libertines from th e Holy Supper. 

Because of prevalent Erastianism 
the churches of the Refonnation were, 
generall y speaking, "establi shed" or 
" telT itorial" churches. That is to say, 
they were under state control. One 
of the outstanding characteristics of 
nineteenth-century church history was 
the ri se of "free" churches. It was 
no accident that this trend asserted 
itself m 0 r e strongly in Calvin istic 
countries than in Lutheran lands, for 
the separation of church and state 
was implicit in Calvin's emphasis on 
the sale ki ngship of Christ over hi.') 
church. Although Calvin himself did 
not become full y aware of that im­
plication, he laid down a principle 
which in course of lime was bound 
to assert itself - and did. 

[n his conception of the church 
Calvin was indeed a child of his 
ti mes. That could hardly have been 
otherwise. Thanks to his exceptionally 
keen and deep insight into the Word 
of God, he was also ahead of his 
times. 

TEENER'S CORNER �

WHAT ABOUT TODAY'S YOUNG PEOPLE? �
LEONARD GREENWAY 

QUESTION: 

Do you think YOllng people todoy are much worse tlulIl in tile 
days of ollr grandparents? A group of us teeners have been dis­
cussing this. \Ve are irritated by remarks tlUlt we young peOl1le lwve 
to be wa nled, watched. and disciplined much more than teeners of 
previolls generations. 

ANSWER: 

I , too, am irrit ated by some of those remarks though I believe 
that in not a few instances they arc made by well -meaning folk who 
arc disturbed by things they see and hear. There is one heartening 
fact we should recognize immediately and that is that la.')t year 
(1958) there were about 18 milli on boys and gir ls in the United 
States, between the ages of 10 and 17, who were not picked up by 
the police for any crime whatsoever. Of course, that doesn't prove 
everything, but it does refute the soap judgments of fanaties who 
would have us believe that most boys and girls today in that age 
bracket are delinquent, disrespectful, and untrustworthy. 

On the other hand, 1 do believe that many teeners today are 
exhibiting n serious want of self-respect in public and that this fact 
accounts for much of the criticism and suspicion that has been 
aroused against them. One has only to observe young couples in 
our automobiles on public highways. The indecent lack of rescrve 
that can be witnessed in broad dayli ght makes one shudder at the 
thought of what goes on in those cars after darkness has set in. 
We used to argue against the public dance on the ground of its 
encouragement of improper physical contact. I fear the automobile 
has become a much greater occasion fo r such physical famil iarities. 
And what stuns me is that so many parents appear to be blind to 
that fact. 
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1ifbIe lLessons �
For personal reading and for special use as a 
guide to the study of Scripture in our church 
societies. 

THE SERMON �
ON THE MOUNT �

by HENRY VANDER KAM 

Part Two (November) - CHRIST AND THE LAW (Matthew 5113-32) 

FIFTH LESSON (Matthew j:I3-I6J: The Responsibilities of Kingdom Citi'l.!ns 

I N THE BEATITUDES Jesus has euter into the Kingdom of heaven. perform in this world. They are the 
listed the qualifications of those That renewal must be total. There­ salt of the earlh. This is stated as a 

who are citizens of the Kingdom of fore the characteristics of Kin gdom fact, not as something which must 
heaven. Although he commonly calls citizens are the very opposite of stitt be accomplished. If they should 
it the Kingdom of heaven, it does those which are found in natural man. not aet as a salt they are worthless. 
not have only a future refererlce in However, is there not a dangcr that They have received all their qualifi­
which they will enjoy the bliss of his those who possess these qualifications cations from above and that makes 
unbroken fellowship and be free from will now liv e in a little world by them a salt. The statement; "If the 
all sin. This Kingdom is a present themselves? How must these citizens salt have lost its savOr" means that 
reality too. Its citizens must have all of his Kin gdom conduct themselves their qualifications as citizens of his 
the characteristics now w hie h he in the world in which they live? Kingdom are lacking. Those who are 
enumerated in the Beatirudes. The Jesus now gi\-es an answer to this what the Beatitudes demand are the 
qualifications of which he spoke are, last question. salt of the earth. 
first of all, matters of the heart. The Those whose hearts have bccn re­ Salt is used for two purposes: to 
heart of man must be fenewed to newed have a very specific task to make food tasty and to preserve it. 
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It is this latter function which Jesus 
has in mind when he speaks of his 
people as the salt of the earth, Salt 
was the only preservative known to 
the people of Jesus' day, It was, 
therefore, one of the most important 
things in their daily lives, Without 
salt food would spoil in a very short 
time, 

As the salt of the earth God's 
people prevent the decay of this 
sinful world, Without the presence 
of his people this world would fall 
into utter ruin, Had there been but 
ten righteous people in Sodom and 
Gomorrah, these cities would have 
been spared, God spares the world 
because of the presence of his people, 

11)ere have always been people in 
the church who h a v e advocated 
world-flight as the safest and most 
proper manner of life. These people 
have a commendable fear of sin but 
they have not understood the respon­
sibilities of God's people. Jesus tells 
us that we are the salt of the earth. 
If this salt is to do its intended work, 
it must bc brought into contact with 
that which is in danger of spoiling. 
We are in this world for a purpose, 

Not only are his people the salt 
of the earth, but they are also the 
light of the world. In John 8;12 Jesus 
says that he is the Light of the wodd. 
He is the true light. Others have 
come to bear wi tness of that light. 
Yet, God's people are the light of 
the world because of the relationship 
in which they stand to him. They 
have re<--eivoo their light from him. 
In themselves, apart from their rela­
tionship to Christ, they have no li ght. 

Much of the beauty of the teaching 
of our Lord is found in its simplicity. 
It is immediately evident what he 
means when he calls us the li ght of 
the world. The world is of the opin­
ion that it has the light. Its science 
is enthroned as a god today. It is 
commonly believed that in time man 
will solve virtually all the riddles 
and mysteries of the universe. Jesus 
says, "Ye are the light of the world." 
Without him and his people the world 
would have no light. Sin is called 
darkness in Scripture. Those who are 
not citizens of the Kingdom of heaven 
are prisoners of sin - of darkness. 
This fact must not be overlooked in 

the education of our children. The 
world has no light. The light it seems 
to have is going out. 

That the world has only darkness 
has been shown historically. Its dark· 
ness is so great that it did not even 
recognize the true Light when he was 
revealed. God's people, the light of 
the world. have been persecuted again 
and again. Although they are toler­
ated at present. the world does not 
look to them for guidance. 

The light can. of course. Dot be 
hid. How could anyone ever hide a 
city which is situated on a hill top? 
That is impossible. The light which 
we his people have and are cannot be 
hid anymore than one can hide such 
a city. Why should one hide the li ght? 
Light is one of the most valuable 
possessions and aids to life. No one 
would be so foolish as to light a lamp 
and then cover it. This is also to be 
true of God's people. That light is 
there to shine. 

Although no one can hide natural 
light or desire to do so, this is not 
necessarily true in the lives of God's 
people. They do not always wish 
to be seen. They do not always care 
to be a gazing stock. They put forth 
effort at times to hide the light. It 
takes effort to hide it because they 
are the light. Live as a Christian 
and that light shines. Yet, the weak­
nesses of God's people are such that 
Jesus finds it necessary to command 
them to let their light shine. They 
are light; DOW let that light be light. 
Let it shine. 

The light shines, says Jesus, in 
order that everyone in a house may 
benefit from it. So must God's people 
live in this world. It should become 
evident to all that they are light. 
and t.hat light should radiate every­
where. The unbeliever should bene­
fit from his believing neighbor. The 
believer should radiate enough light 
to make the unbeliever aware of the 
evil and dangerous road he is travel­
ing. 

There is a second purpose which 
is even more important. As men see 
the light of the believer, they will 
glorify their Father who is in heaven. 
Cluist is the true light of the world. 
His people have derived their light 
from him. As their light shines. others 

see a renection of him who is the 
true light. He shines through his 
people. In this way their Father 
receives glory. He receives the praise 
for the gifts he has given. 

These are the responsibilities of 
the citizens of the Kingdom of heaven. 
They have received much. They are 
now charged with the responsibility 
of bringing light into this world that 
others may not blaspheme but glorify 
GOO. 

• �
Questions For Discussion 

1. �How can the worM of Jesus in the 
first part of verse 13 be harmon­
ized with the teaching of Paul in 
1l Corinthians 6:17? 

2. �Does the teaching tllat we are the 
salt of the earth imply that we are 
to fain all manner of organization? 
Or should we haoe our own? 

3. �Does the world luwe the li gTtt of 
knowledge? 

4. � flow would you exploin the scien­
tific advance of atheistic Russia. 
ilt recent years? 

5. �Is it possible to be a Christian and 
not witness either bl) word or life? 

The basic doctrines of 
the Jehovah's Wit. 
nesses in the light of 
Scripture. $2.95 
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SIXTH LESSON (Matthew f,'I7-20): Christ's Attitude to the Law 

The words spoken by Jesus thus 
far in the Sermon on the Mount might 
give some of rus listeners the impres­
sion that he was teaching something 
radkally new. The scribes and Phari­
sees taught the law. Jesus had made 
no mention of the law. Many in our 
day believe that the law was for 
the Old Testament people of God, 
but that we today are free from its 
bonds. How does Jesus look upon 
the law? 

He makes it unmistakably clear 
that he has not come to destroy the 
law or the prophets (the Old Testa­
ment) but to fulfill them. The law still 
stands for him. The prophecies must 
be fulfilled but so must the law too. 
The 1 a w must attain its purpose. 
Jesus has not come to set the law 
aside, but to fulfill it, to complete 
it, to fill it to the full. He will teach 
them the true meaning of the Jaw. 
Jesus will give the law a far richer 
and EuUer meaning than the Pharisees 
did. He will also place himself 
under the law. 

How could God's Jaw be set aside? 
The law is a revelation of Cod's 
righteousness. That righteousness is 
eternal. The law is a revelation of 
Cod's will. That will is unchangeable. 
That law is the moral law. This holds 
for the moral creature as long as he 
exists. Hence Jesus informs the peo­
ple of his day that heaven and earth 
will pass away before the law is set 
aside. When Paul teaches us that 
we are no longer under law but 
under grace he does not mean that 
the law of God is no longer in effect. 
That law will stand as long as the 
world. 

Jeslls goes even further. He tells 
us that not one jot or tittle of that 
law shall pass away. The jot of which 
our Lord speaks is the smallest letter 
in the Hebrew alphabet. A titt1e is 
a very sman mark to distinguish one 
Hebrew letter from another. By this 
plu'ase Jesus teaches us therefore that 
the smallest part of that law is not 
going to pass away. Even the jots 
and tittles have significance because 
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God gave them. Jesus is going to 
observe that law sbict1y. He will 
not deal loosely with the law of God. 

1t was common practice for the 
teachers of his day to make distinc­
tions in the law in regard to im­
portance. Later someone came to 
Jesus and asked him which of all the 
commandments was most important. 
This is a dangerous approach, to say 
the least. Is man going to determine 
which of the utterances of God is 
more important than another? This 
practice would lead to utmost con­
fusion . 'Vhat one person would con­
sider most important, another might 
deem to be of little consequence. 
When Jesus here speaks of one of 
these least or little commandments 
he is accommodating himself to the 
manner of speech understood by the 
people of his day. 

There are those who believe that it 
is sufficient to observe the main 
teachings of the law. That is enough, 
they say. We are to keep the spirit 
but not necessarily the letter of the 
law. Jesus condemns this view. If 
a disciple breaks one of these so­
called least of the commandments and 
teaches others to do so, he will enter 
into the Kin gdom of heaven, but he 
will not have a place of honor. It 
is of the greatest importance to ob· 
serve even the small things of the 
law. Our God is interested in details. 
He is not interested merely in general 
principles; even the details of lif e are 
important in his eyes. Notice, for 
example, how detailed the rules and 
regulations were for sacrifices during 
Old Testament times. If God ]1as 
spokcn the word, that word is im· 
portant. Jesus himself observed the 
law the same way he here counsels 
his followers. 

Jesus mentions not only the law 
but the prophets. Everything that 
had been spoken concerning him was 
fulfilled by him and in him. Time 
and again the Evangelists call to our 
attention tJlat the things which hap­
pened to the Savior were the fulfill­
ment of prophecy_ 

Jeslls is going to give his interpre­
tation of various commandments in 
the rest of this chapter. He does 
so, not to set aside the command­
ments, but to shed full er li ght on 
them. This was highly necessary in 
his day. The teachers of the Jews 
had given a distorted picture of the 
law. They taught sbict observance 
of the law in certain respects. The 
sabbath, for example had to be kept 
so stri ctly that this day became a 
burden to the pious in Israel. Other 
commandments were interpreted in 
such a way that the law lost virtually 
all meaning. The scribes and Phari­
sees gave tJ1C impression that they 
obeyed every command of Cod, but 
mercy and love were not found with 
them. 

This situation causes Jesus to utter 
the words of verse 20. The righteous­
ness of his people must be more than 
that of thcir teachers, or they will 
not even enter into the Kingdom of 
heaven. The so-called righteousness 
of tJle scribes and Pharisees he con­
demned again and again. Outwardly 
they led a law.abiding life. Inwardly 
they were corrupt. TIley believed 
that their outward obedience assured 
them of heaven. Jesus tcaches that 
true righteousness is altogether dif­
ferent. 

The "righteousness'" which is de­
manded for entrance into the King­
dom of heaven is taught by Cod's 
law. Thal law must then be properly 
understood. The eternal wclfare of 
the individual is at stake. Jesus will 
therefore teach them what the Jaw 
demands. Then they will know what 
ri ghteousness is. Then they will see 
themselves as they are. Then the law 
will indeed be the teacher of sin. 

These verses form an introduction 
to J e sus' interpretation of various 
commandments in the law of God. 
He is first of all showing them his 
own attitude toward that law. He is 
speaking whose meat and drink it 
was to do the will of him who sent 
him. He is speaking who, even more 



than David, can say, "Thy law is my 
meditation all the day". He makes 
it clear at the very outset that he 
has the highest possible regard for the 
law of Cod. Whatever men may do, 
the law of God shall stand. Lct no 
one tamper with itl Every littl e part 
is valuable. Thus he teaches his 
people of the New Testament day. 
Free from the law? Yes, free from its 
curse because he bore the curse. Is 
the law still necessary? Of course; 

how else would we know his will or 
our own sin? 

Questions For Discussion 

1. �WIlY are some people so anxious 
to have tIS believe that we are no 
longer under the law? 

2. �Are there import(mt and less im­
portant things in the Bible? 

3. �Can ale law be preached too 
strictly? 

4. �Are there the "least" and the "great" 
in heaven? Explain. 

5. �How could the Pharisees ever come 
to the conclusiOll tlUlt thel) couIcl 
keep the law? 

6. � Did Jesus not set aside the cere­
monial and ritual laws of the Old 
Testament? 

SEVENTH LESSON (Matthew �J�.�'�2�I�-�2�6�~�·� �
Christ's Interpretation of the Sixth Commandment �

In the previous verses Jesus had ex­
plained His own attitude to the law of 
God. We must bear this attitude in 
mind as we now listen to his interpre­
tation of various commandmcnts. The 
proper interpretation of the law is 
essential to a person's righteousness. 
Jesus has condemned the rightcous­
ness of the Pharisees. What then is 
true ri ghteousness? He teaches us this 
in his interpretation of several com­
mandments of the moral law. 

It is more correct to read that it 
was said "by them" of old time than 
that it was said "to them" of old 
time. Jesus does not refer to Moses 
and the prophets but to the teachers 
whom the Jews have 'had sim..'e the 
captivity. These teachers have given 
their interpretation of the law and 
have changed t his commandment. 
Their interpretation, says Jesus, is Dot 
correct. They have interpreted the 
sixth commandment in such a way 
that its spiritual content is wholly 
lost. Only such a one, say they, who 
is guilty of actual, literal murder has 
violated the sixth commandment. We 
have never murdered anyone; there­
fore we have kept the law in this 
respect and are righteousl 

Jesus gives an entirely different 
interpretation of this sixth command­
mcnt. It is not a new interpretation; 
in fact, it is the oldest, the original 
interpretation which Cod had given 
in the Old Testament. You have not 

kept the sixth commandment just 
because you have never made yourself 
guilty of murder; far more is required. 
Christ here places his own authority 
over against the teachers of the Jews, 
not hesitating to claim superior in­
sight. His word is t rut h. Your 
teachers have taught you so; but I 
say to you, they are wrongl The law 
of God is not to be interpreted in 
the same way as the laws of men. 
Among men it is true that you are 
innocent if you have not actually 
transgressed the letter of a com­
mandment; but Cod's commandments 
go much farther. They do not merely 
regulate outward conduct; they reg­
ulate the attitudes of the heart. The 
law of Cod is spiritual and must so 
be interpreted. 

If you hate your brother you have 
violated the six t h commandment. 
Hate is the root of murder. Love is 
the fu lfillment of the law. You will 
therefore be guilty as soon as hate is 
present. Circumstances may prevent 
you from committing the deed, but 
the possibility of committing murder 
is present when hatred fills the heart. 
God's law does not, first of ali, con­
demn the deed of the hand, but the 
attitude of the heartl 

In his interpretation of this com­
mandment, Jesus teaches us that there 
are degrees of guilt. He who is angry 
with his brother is in danger of the 
judgment; he who calls his brother 

"Raca" is in danger of the council; 
he who says "thou fool" is in danger 
of hell fire. A person may hate his 
brother but never reveal it. When he 
gives expression to that anger or 
hatred by calling him names he makes 
his guilt greater. The nature of the 
sin is the same but the degree of 
guilt becomes greater. Anger places 
one in danger of the local courts; 
calling him "Hacn" places one in 
danger of being condemned by the 
Sanhedrin; C<'l.lling him a "fool" pJaces 
one in danger of being cast into 
Gehenna, the symbol of hell's fire. 

This interpretation of Jesus cer­
tainly goes much deeper than the one 
to which his hearers were accustomed. 
Jesus shows them that obedience to 
the law is essentially a matter of the 
heart. His interpretation shows them 
that their relation to their Cod is 
entirely different from that which 
they supposed. If his interpretation 
is correct (and who can dcny it?) 
they all have transgressed. Then no 
one is sinless. Then we have no 
righteousness of our own. W hen 
rightly understood, the law is indeed 
the teacher of sin. 

The perfect Teacher now at once 
applies lhat which he has taught. 
On the basis of Pharisaic teachings 
one could have a heart filled with 
malice and s till consider himseU 
righteous before God. Jesus teaches 
the people that this is entirely out 



of the question. In fact, if you are 
standing at the altar ready to make 
a sacrifice to God, and then remember 
that a brother has something against 
yOll, forget the sacrifice for the time 
being and seek reconciliation with 
your brother. Notice, it is not you 
but your brother who has the prob­
lem. Even then seek reconciliation 
before sacrificing. You cannot sacri­
fice, you cannot approach your God, 
properly as long as there is a diffi­
culty between you and your brother. 
No, murder is not being committed 
as men judge murder, but God will 
not receive your sacrifice under those 
conditions. God's people must always 
remember that obedicnce is better 
than sacrifice and that sacrifices are 
acce ptabl e only when they are 
brought with an obedient heart. The 
first and second tables of the law are 
very closely related. Only when we 
love God above all will there be the 
proper relationship to our fellow-man. 
If our relationship to our fellow·man 
is not right, we cannot approach God. 

Reconciliation with a b rot her 
should not have to be forced. Agree 
with your adversary, the brother you 

have offended, quickly, while you are 
with him in the way. The picture 
Jesus draws for us here is this: You 
and the brother who has been 
offended are traveling together. You 
will meet the judge at the end of 
this road. Before you come to the 
judge, be reconciled to your brother. 
If you are not reconciled before you 
arrive at the home of the judge, he 
will judge you according to the letter 
of the law. TIlis judgment will be 
far more harsh than that which your 
brother will ask of you. Therefore, 
seek reconciliation now. You will 
meet the Judge at the end of life's 
road. If there has been no reconcilia­
tion with your brother in life, it will 
then be too late. You will stand 
there in your guilt. Unconfessed sin 
will cling to you. The Judge is 
righteous. There is but one rule 
He is able to apply - the law. You 
are guiltyl You will have to pay the 
last cent, and you have nothing. The 
matter which was so small in the 
beginning has led to the most bitter 
end. 

Now we are able to understand 
what Jesus meant when He said in 

a previous verse: "except your right­
cousness shall exceed the righteous· 
ness of the Scribes and Pharisees, 
ye shall in no wise enter into the 
kingdom of heaven". It all hinges on 
this: How do you interpret the Jaw? 
Jesus has given us the correct answer. 

• �
Questions For Discussion 

1. �Why do you think the Scribes and 
Pharisees gave that interpretation 
of the law which Jesus quotes in 
verse 21? 

2. �What are the variOtlS tlSes of the 
law? 

3. �Why doesn't Jesus give an explana· 
tion of the first table instead of 
the secOfld? 

4. �Why is reconciliation among breth. 
ren so difficult? 

5. �What does it mean reaUy to forgive 
one another? 

EIGHTH LESSON (Matthew J."27-32): �

What is the proper interpretation 
of the seventh commandment? What 
docs it forbid and what does it allow? 
Is a different interpretation of this 
commandment necessary for different 
times? These questions arc important 
in every agc and especially in our 
own. We will do wcll to study 
Jesus' interpretation of this command­
ment. 

He introduces his discllssion of this 
commandment in almost the same 
fonn as the previous one. The people 
have been taught a certain view. Is 
that view correct? Jesus says, No. 
They have been taught that only 
those have violated the demands 'of 
this commandment who are guilty of 
actual, literal adultery. The religious 
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Christ's Interpretation of the Seventh Commandment �

teachers in Israel gave the same in· 
terpretation of the law of God which 
a judge gives of the law of man. 
This was their fundamental error. 
According to Christ, the law of God 
does not only condemn the deed, it 
also condemns evil desires. God's law 
judges the heart of man. 

Jesus has made this position very 
clear in regard to the sixth command. 
ment and now shows its application 
to the seventh commandment. Not 
only is he guilty who has committed 
the deed, he also is guilty who looks 
on a woman to lust after her. Jesus 
makes this unmistakably clear by say­
ing that such a ODe has already com· 
mitted adultery with her in his heart. 
This is strong language. Does this 

mean that a man may scarcely look 
at a woman other than his wife, or a 
woman at a man other than her hus· 
band? Of course not. Notice that 
Jesus says, '''l.ooketh on a woman to 
lust after her". Lust is the sin of 
which he here speaks. Yet, the ques· 
tion is sure to arise in the hearts of 
his hearers, Who then is without sin? 
That is exactly the issue. Let them 
realize that they are not without sin 
in this sphere either. Their rigbtoo\J.Soo 
ness will have to come from Another. 

Seeing all are guilty, Jesus now 
gives them counsel. He tells them 
that if the right eye Co.'luses them to 
stumble, pluck it out. If your right 
hand causes you to stumble, cut it 
off. This is drastic adVice. Never-
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theless it is better to go into life 
maimed than for the whole body to 
perish! 

What does Jesus mean by these 
words? They should not be taken 
IiteraIly. The literal plucking out 
of an eye or the cutting off of a 
hand will not aid you in gaining 
cternal life. What Christ does mean 
is this: Whatever is a stumbling block 
to you in a particular area of life, 
get rid of it! It makes no difference 
how important or valuable these 
things may be in other respects, get 
rid of them! Remember, your eternal 
salvation is at stake. 

This teaching is of great importance 
to us today. There are so many 
things which entice us. None of them 
are worth keeping. We should be 
ready and willing to rid ourselves of 
all things which entice us "so that 
with earnest purpose we begin to live, 
not only according to some but ac­
cording to all the commandments of 
God". 

In this same connection Christ 
gives attention to the problem of 
divorce. The people of his day were 
be i n g misinformed regarding this 
problem. The teachers of the people 
pointed to Dcuteronomy 24:1 where 
Moses allows a bill of divorcE:ment 
to be given a woman if she does 
not please her husband due to "some 
unseemly thing" which he has found 
in her. This provision, of course, was 
not found in the law of Sinai. Divorce 
was practiced during Old Testament 
times. In order to protect such a 
woman, Moses commanded that she 
should be given a bill of divorcemcnt 
stating that she had not been guilty 
of adultery and was free to marry 
another man. 

In chapter 19 Jesus says that Moses 
allowed this because of the hardness 
of the hearts of the people, but that 
Cod had not made this allowance 
from the beginning. Jesus points 
back to the beginning. This is his 
"but I say unto you" over against the 
prevailing teaching of his day. Ac* 
cording to Jesus, there is only one 
ground for divorce, viz., adultery. No 
other ground can be found in all his 

teaching. Marriage is a divine ordin* 
ance, a lasting bond. Man may not 
put asunder what Cod has joined 
together. 

The teaching of our Lord in regard 
to the problem of divorce is quite 
different from the common practice 
today. Divorce is easy in many places 
and almost any ground suffices. The 
church of Christ is faced with this 
problem more and more. The Scrip* 
hues should be 0 u r only guide. 
i\ 'farriage must be safeguarded be­
cause it is a divine institution and 
the most fundamental of ' all institu­
tions among men. 

' Vhat does it mean when Jesus says 
that the woman who is put away, 
who is not guilty of fornication, is 
made an adulteress? Is she made 
guilty by the sinful deed of her 
husband? TIris can hardly be true. 
There are commentators (Bouwman, 
Grosheide, Hendriksen, et alia) who 
emphasize the fact that a verb is 
used here in the passive voice. This 
changes the wording considerably. 
Instead of the reading, "maketh her 
au adulteress" the reading would be, 
"causes her to suffer adultery". Among 
the Jews a woman could not divorce 
her husband but the husband could 
divorce his wife. Jesus lays all the 
emphasis on the fact that the hus* 
band is guilty. He does wrong; his 
wife suffers wrong. If the husband 
puts away Iris wife when she is not 
guilty of the sin of adultery, he 
causes her to suffer the reproach of 
one who is actualJy guilty. She must 
now face li fe alone and will be 
tempted to marry another. The bill 
of divorcement has not severed the 
marriage bond in God's sight. Should 
she then marry again she will actually 
be an adulteress. The man who mar* 
ries a woman who has been put away 
by her first husband also commits 
adultery. 

The practice allowed by Moses 
leads to all manner of difficulty. No 
doubt many people thought it to be 
a logical and sensible solution of 
the problem. After all, should two 
people live together when they can 
no longer agree or when they no 

longer love each other? Jesus shows 
what happens when the law of God 
is no longer honored as it should be. 
He who breaks or misinterprets the 
law of God will suffer the conse* 
quences. Every step he takes in· 
creases his guilt. 

Jesus has not come to destroy the 
law; on the contrary, he gives a very 
strict interpretation of the law. Right­
eousness is necessary to enter the 
kingdom of heaven and that right­
eousness is clearly outlined in the law 
of Cod. The interpretation of God's 
Jaw as given by the Scribes and 
Pharisees will make entrance into 
the kingdom of heaven impossible. 
The law is still important. 

• �

Questions For Discussion 

1. �What should be our attitude to­
ward the "realism" found in today's 
books and pictures? 

2. �Many writers today emphasize the 
need of sex*education. W her e 
should this be given - in the home? 
church? school? 

3. �Is there any Scriptural proof faT 
the view that wilful desertion is 
a ground for divorce? 

4. � In Jww far do the pronouncements 
of the civil courts in regard to 
divorce affect the stand of the 
church? 

5. Is divorce mandatory when one of 
the parties h(J$ made himself guilty 
of adultery? 

6. �Is ignorance of the demands of 
God's law an excuse? 

7. �Does divorce on unbiblical grounds 
demand only penitence or does it 
involve mQ1"e? 



THE SIXTH annual convention of 
the Christian Association for Psy· 

chological Studies was held this year 
on March 31 and April I, at Pine Hest 
Christian Association grounds. The 
formal program was in the chapel 
and in the multi-purpose room of 
Children's Retreat and the meals were 
served at Cutlerville Christian School. 
The accommodations and food were 
excell ent, the atmosphere a hospit­
able one. One could be pardoned, I 
think, for feeling happy, proud, and 
thankful to think that this is in a 
sense "Ours", 

The meeting was opened with de­
votions led by the Rev. Mr. Mill er. 
Chaplain at the Ypsilanti State Hos­
pital. After the appropriate hymn 
"He Leadeth Me"', Mr. Miller di­
rected our attention to Scripture and 
the thought that the spirit of Truth 
would lead us in all truth - emphasiz­
ing here the word "aU", 

Dr. GeImer A. Van Noord ex­
pressed words of welcome; Dr. Carl 
Kromminga, President of the session, 
made introductory remarks and then 
handed the gavel to the presiding 
officer, Hev. E. Alan Richardson of 
Chicago. He, quite characteristi cally , 
spoke with unusually scholarly insight 
on the need for better communication 
between those disciplines which are 
more or less directly concerned with 
personalit y problems. He not only 
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emphasized the need for better defi­
nition of terms and better understand­
ing of semantic problems, but also 
the need to define the meanings of 
change, the goals, and the methods 
of the respective disciplines in the 
approach to personality problems. 
With this as an introduction, Mr. 
Richardson proceeded to moderate a 
symposium on "Personality Change: 
Criteria and �~ �' �I �e�t�h�o�d�o�l�o�g�y�" �.� 

The participants were: 
Hev. H. Steele of Holland, as 

pastor, 
Dr. K. V. Kuiper of Grand 

Rapids, as psychologist, 
Dr. T. Monsma of Pine Rest, as 

psychologist, 
Dr. R. F. De Haan of Hope 

College as educator. 
Each spoke with clarity and in 

considerable detail for their respective 
fields. In the afternoon their respec­
ti ve presentations were discussed by 
Rev. R. A. Jager of Grand Haven, 
Dr. R. Moses of Bethesda Sanator­
ium, Mr. P. Lucassc of Calvin Col­
lege, and Mr. �~ �I� �.� De Vroome of 
Crand Rapids Christian High, each 
in his own field. Dr. J. Plekker pre­
sided. 

Much of the discussion pointed to 
the need for a clarification of the 
difference betwecn "normal" growth 
process within certain given types of 
environment and that due to an 

internal change from normal. The 
disClission broadened out to a point 
at which we were discussing 1 ­
the effect of college and seminary 
training on the personalities of stu­
dents, 2 - what effective measures 
could be taken in altering personal­
i ties which showed signs of beginning 
change to abnonnal. and 3 - the 
place of love in its broader aspects 
in the whole matter of normal or 
abnormal personality development. 
4 - The change away from "domi­
nic" cited as an indication of the loss 
of directive authority of the clergy. 
5 - Discussion of tJle validity of 
psychological t es t s in evaluating 
change and as a predictive agcnt in 
matters of g row thor therapeutic 
effecti veness. 6 - The effectiveness 
of a psychiatrist as a person, a symbol, 
or as one with a directive philosophy 
in the therapeutic process. 7 - The 
importance or unimportance of our 
Christian educati on (present school 
system) in producing change in the 
personality for good or bad. 

After the above symposium, we 
concluded that we would do well to 
return to the topic of a few years 
ago, "What is a Christian approach 
to the understanding of personality 
structure?" 

Aft er the ammal dinner and special 
music by members of the Pine Hest 
nursing staff, Prof. Kromminga gave 
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thc presidential address. He pointed 
out that in his opinion we had. so to 
speak, "arrived" as an organization 
and that we should think in tenns 
of more impact and organized work. 
He suggested, for instance, a biannual 
chapter or sectional meeting and more 
frequent communication through a 
bulletin. Somewhat in conclusion, he 
suggested that we select a formal 
research project for a research fellow­
ship. There wa s much discussion 
relating to the practical implementa­
ti on of this suggestion. 

During the morning session of the 
second clay, after devotions led by 
the Bev. Mr. Vermeer, we listened 
to a very thorough and enli ghtening 
paper on "Alcoholism - a Moral Is­
sue or a Disease", delivered by Rev. 
Dr. Elton Holtrop of Battle Creek 
V. A. Hospital The figure 75,000,000 
u s e r s of alcoholic beverages and 
5,000,000 alcoholics indicated the im­
portance of the issue and the tremen­
dous social, physical, and spiritual 
loss amounting to astronomical figures 
if these can be measured in dollars­
all indicating tne moral aspects of the 
problem of alcoholi sm not only for 
users, but for nonusers. Furthcr. the 
speaker pointed out that abuse rather 
than tempcrate use was the definit ely 
un bibli cal t h i n g. recognizing, of 
course, that one must heed the scrip­
tural admonitions regarding Christian 
liberty and the giving of offense. 
Further, that one must distinguish 
the "Al coholic" with his own person­
alit y traits, from the simple cxcessive 
uscr, thc drunkard, and the sympto­
matic user. 

Dr. J. Jell ema of Crand Rapids, with 
his considerable cxperiencc in treat­
ing alcoholi cs, was the discussant. 
He helped to clarif y the problem and 
to point out the importance of the 
faithful fri end or the patient neighbor 
in approaching this problem. The 
conclusion was that the intemperate 
use on the one hand and refusal to 
ace e p t treatment for the specific 
disease of alcoholism on the other 
hand, are the real moral issues. 

The afternoon session was devoted 
to an exccll ent presentation of a case 
study by' the Pine Rest staff. This 
provoked a great deal of discussion 
of the importance of real parental 
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love in the earliest days of lif e, the The meeting closed with words of 
place of pastoral leadership in the appreciation and farewell until, God 
lif e of the growing child, the conflicts willing , next year. 
over real and delusional guilt, the Our organization is growing, our 
role of acceptance in the therapeutic concepts are crystallizing, our horizons 
process, and the time and place in arc increasing. We seek a larger 
the process for religious therapy or membership. 
pastoral counseling. 

Actually, the problem of person­ Respectfully submitted, 
ality cbange in this case returned W. H. Rooks 
us to the first day's discussion bring­
ing into a practical setting some of 
the more tlleoretical postulates of the Nato; This is submitted for publi­
symposium. cation in this journal. Others were 

The president for next year is Rev. assigned other journals. 
Al an Richardson. The newly elected. 
Board Members are Dr. Daling of Official proceedings of this year's 
Calvin College, Dr. Dc Haan of Hope and past years' meetings can be ob­
College, and Mr. Besteman of the tained at cost from Dr, Cornelius 
United States Department of Public Jaarsma, Secretary, Calvin College, 
Health (Virginia). Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
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THE READER WRITES 

THE THREAT TO FREEDOM 

by STANLEY RODDA 

�~�A �N�D� THAT NO MAN might 
buy or sell, save he that had 

the mark, or the name of the beast, 
or the number of his name" ( Revela­
tion ]3:17). Years ago, some em­
ployers would not hire a man unless 
he ab'l"eed not to join a labor union. 
Naturally, many people did not like 
such conditions for employment. This 
was called a ''yeUow dog'" contract. 
Today such contracts are outlawed 
and ill egal, as they should be. Now 
almost everyone will agree that a 
worker should have the right to join 
a union, if he so desires. 1 t would 
also seem that a mnn should have 
the right not to join, if he so desires. 

TI1is principle, your right to join 
or not to join, is under attack today. 
Labor unions are stepping up their 
activit y to make it compulsory for 
workers to belong to their organiza­
tion. Nineteen of aUf states have 
"Right to Work" laws, which mean 
that a worker docs not have to belong 
to a union in order to hold his job, 
if a union is represented in his place 
of em ployment. In other states, the 
only choice open is to join or find 
employment some other place. Be­
cause of the many un-Christian prac­
tices of such unions, it becomes in ­
creasingly difficult for our people of 
Calvinisti c and Reformed tradition to 
live their beli efs. Union membership, 
even when it is compulsory, brings 
with it a demand fo r union loyal ty. 
The fo ll owing is an oath of a machin­
ist union: "I ...---,of my own free will 
in the presence of Almi ghty God in 
this assembly, do solemnly promise 
and declare that · I will keep sacred 
and inviolate this obligation and the 
secrcts of tltis brotherhood, and will 
not repeat outside of this lodge-room 
any transaction whatsoever w hie h 
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may have taken place therein, to 
anyone other than those whom I 
know to be members in good stand­
ing" (Voluntary Unionism for Free 
Americans, page 19). 

Can any Cah"inist take such an 
oath? Should any American be forced 
to pledge himself to such secrecy and 
loyalty because he wants to make 
an honest li ving? A "Right to Work" 
law is �a�b�s�o�l�u�t�e �l�~�'� necessary for every 
state in our country. Such laws give 
our workers a right guaranteed by 
the constitution - the f r e e d 0 m of 
choice and association, the right to 
joi.n or not to join. Compulsory union­
ism contains spiritual dangers for our 
workers because they are forced to 
be part of immoral unions, such as 
communist, racketeer, and mobster 
unions. They force our workers to 
engage in such immoral activities as 
illegal strikes and violcll ce. They 
invade the worker's poli ti cal freedom 
because they often use a member's 
dues to advocate ideas and endorse 
candidates to whom a member might 
be opposed. You will be forced to at­
tend business meetings on the Lord's 
Day. Members of o ur Reformed 
churches are being subjected to this 
treatment daily in many of our states. 
If this trend toward compulsion is not 
stopped and reyersed, we shall find 
ourselves faced \\;th the choice "Serve 
the beast or stan·e." 

One might ask very wel1, When 
will the church and its members cry 
out aloud against these evil s? The 
ministry is regarded as one of the 
most influential groups to mold public 
opinion. ·With that great influence 
goes great r espons ibi li t y. The 
churches' right to speak out on the 
moral aspects of social and economic 

questions goes hand and hand with 
a duty to be well informed on those 
problems. As an individual and as 
a church, ask for the enactment of 
"Right to Work" laws for your state. 
Speak to your representatives and ex­
plain your feelings to them. We are 
the salt of the earth, but arc we 
doing all we can, or are we sitting 
all the sideline as spectators, to wake 
up one morning and find ourselves 
caught in the web of compulsion? 

To force our citizens to join any 
private organization and pay dues 
for the privilege of working and 
earning a living is a form of economic 
slavery. This kind of compulsion is 
contrary to our form of democracy 
and to all the moral principles on 
which this country is built. It takes 
away the constitutional ri ghts of 
choice and freedom of association 
from the individuaL At the same time 
it perpetuates in power those in con· 
trol of a union, regardless of whether 
they serve their members well and 
honestly. This compulsion has no 
place in the socia l and economic life 
of the American people. 

1£ one union can force workers 
to join them under the threat of 
lasing their job, other unions can do 
the same. Our working force at 
present numbers about 65 milli on 
people. About one-third of these 
belong to a union. However. if this 
trend tow a r d compulsion is not 
stopped it will spread and bring ells· 
aster. When that happens the other 
two-thirds will find that the only way 
they can hold a job is to bow to the 
union leaders. 

'111e unions today arc working 
toward complete control of our econ­
omy, both the buying and the selling. 
When tltis happens, we shall find 
that we have created a socialistic 
labor dictatorship, with union officials 
exercising economic, politi cal, and 
religious domination of our country. 

As Calvini sts we proclaim that God 
should be served in every activity of 
life . Today we are at the cross roads. 
Will we be able to meet this chal­
lenge? If we fail to meet it squarely, 
we must admit either that we are blind 
to our callin g, or that we do not 
have the enCTb'Y and the vitality to 
fulfill our calling. 
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THE COVENANT OF GRACI �

"Advocates of Christian education have always maintained that the Chris­
tian school is an outgrowth of the covenant idea ... They are convinced that 
the Christian school, as well as infant baptism, finds its main support in the 
doctrine of the covenant, and are therefore unalterably opposed fa the 
tendency of some to slight this doctrine and to relegate it to the background." 

ONE WHO STOOD very much in 
the middle of the Reformed com­

munity that maintains our Cluistian 
schools spoke the above words. It 
was Professor Louis Berkhof speak­
ing to the 1929 convention of the 
National Union of Christi an Schools. 
His words were ti mely thirty years 
ago. They surely are t imely today. 

All supporters of Christian educa­
tion would do well to read or reread 
the lecture from which the above 
quotation is taken. ] Professor Berkhof 
gives his ideas as to the precise sig­
nifi cance of the covenant doctrine 
for Christi an education. We shall not 
repeat these points here. worthwhile 
as they are. Rather, acknowledging 
a debt of gratitude fo r this fi ne treat­
ment of the subject, we move on to 
a somewhat expanded discussion of 
the signifi cance of the doctrine of the 
Covenant of Grace for Christian edu­
cation, more specifi call y for our Chris­
ti an schools. 

IS THE DOCTRINE ESSENTIAL? 

A preliminary question m u s t be 
faced. The question arises from the 
fact that there arc Christian schools, 
quite a number of them, that are not 
avowedly based on the doctrine of 
the Covenant. Docs not this fact 
tend to undercut somewhat the claim 

] See 1929 Chrillia n School AnnUBI. 0, JIB',",_, 
fundamentals In Chri$li. n Eduution, pp. 20-38. 
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of fundamental importance for this 
doctrine? 

It might seem to do that. But a 
few observations are in order at this 
point. tl . Though the doctrine of the 
covenant may no t be consciously 
recognized or expressed in th e s e 
schools. this does not mean that the 
covenant is not present as livin g fact. 
In a similar way the Christian who 
"can't see" the doctrine of election is 
nonetheless elect. though missing the 
rich blessings coming with conscious 
acceptance of the docbine. b. Many 
of these Christian schools that are 
not based on the doctrine of the 
covenant are parochial schools and 
thus subject. as we see i t, to certain 
limit ati ons on their educational pro­
gram by the speci fi c task of the 
church assigned to it by Christ. c. A 
diff erent notion of the nat u r e of 
Christian education commonly per­
vades the instruction in these schools. 
The school is often looked upon as 
mainly an evangelistic agency with 
the resultant tendency to develop a 
false division between nature and 
grace. between reli gion and culture. 
and also a very restricted notion of 
the Christian's callin g. An extreme 
illustration of the point came to the 
writer's attention a few years ago 
when he was reliably informed about 
a teacher who spoke somewhat as 
follows after spending a few months 
in a certain school, 'Tve gotten all 

the children to accept Christ as their 
personal Savior. Where do I go now 
to teachr d. It is a well-known fact 
that many of these schools have not 
come into being out of regard for 
the inherent requirements of the 
Christian faith. but rather out of 
discontent with existing schools. 

Al so bearing on thc importance of 
this doctrine is the rather frequent 
charge that the precise educati onal 
significance of the Covenant of Grace 
is often claimed but rarely demon­
strated. There may be some truth to 
that charge. But those who make 
the charge should temper their criti­
cism at this point with an appreciation 
for two things. In the first place the 
matter is complex, morc so than is 
commonly realized. And in the sec­
ond place we are de..'1liog with some­
thing that can never be wholl y en­
cased in a nice doctrinal statement. 
This is the case because in the 
covenant we are dealing with life. 
spiritual lii e. life li ved in the gracious 
fellowship and fri endship of God. It 
is for this reason that many a humble 
Christian school supporter, with his 
heart and mind governed by the 
Word of God, can speak earnestly 
of the Covenant of Grace in its im· 
portant relation to h o m e. family . 
school. church and the whole of Jife. 
without being able to supply an 
adequate intell ectual statement of that 
important conception. 
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and Our Christian Schools �
(PART II, CONCLUSION) 

EDWARD HEEREMA 

DOCTRINE OF GOD BASIC 

Is the doctrine of the Covenant of 
Grace the only doctrine basic to our 
Christian schools? To that question 
we would have to say no. Most basic 
is our doctrine of God. Always in 
OUI Christian thinking and li ving we 
come back to Cod, the livi ng and 
sovereign God, Creator of heaven and 
earth. Creator of man in his own 
image. The secret of lif e for man is 
to live in fell owship with Cod in love 
and obedience. It is in God that 
"we li ve, and move, and have our 
being." Apart from him lif e in its 
every dimension is wayward, frantic, 
empty and lost. Apart from Cod the 
educational enterprise is a sometimes 
fascinating and exciting journey into 
meaninglessness and vanity. In all 
phases of experi ence to know God and 
Jesus Chri st whom he has sent is li fe, 
yes, lif e eternal. Knowing Cod and liv ­
ing in loving and obedient fellowship 
with him is that supreme wisdom of 
which Proverbs speaks in these trench­
ant and heart-searching words, "For 
whoso findeth me findeth li fe. and 
shall obtain favor of Jehovah. Uut 
he that sinneth against me wrongeth 
his own soul; all they that hate me 
love death." 

It is precisely at this paint that the 
crucial importance of the doctrine of 
the covenant appears. A tremendous 
gulf exists between God and man, 
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between the Creator aod the creature. 
God is terrible in majesty, wholly 
sufficient unto himself, 0 e e d i 0 g 
nothing to fulf ill his life and being. 
He dwells in a light unapproachable. 
How can man, mere creature that he 
is, have meaningful fellowship with 
God? 

The answer to that question plainly 
presents itself. �~�I�a�n� can have (eUow­
ship with Cod onl)' by an arrange­
ment made by God himself. This 
manner of hating dealings with a 
sovereign is plainly reflected in every 
instance in Scripture in which some 
facet of the covenant is presented. 
Always it is God who establishes His 
covenant on I-lis terms. 

THE SIMPLE COVENANT IDEA 

This then is the simple basic cove­
nant idea. It refers to the arrangement 
made by God for his image-bearing 
creature to have fellows hip with him, 
the Lord of life and truth. When 
God cre..'l.ted man wi th capacity for 
such meaningful communion wi t h 
his Creator, God did not in deistic 
fashion turn man loose in the wide 
reaches of creation to work out a man­
ner of lif e for himself. No, God im­
mediately laid down certain terms 
for his life. i\lan was placed under 
a command, a sweeping command 
that has been called the "cultural 

mandate" (Genesis 1: 28). From the 
very start it was plain that man's 
lif e must be lived in obedience to 
God in the full range of his lif e in 
and over the created world. This 
broad mandate has never boon abro­
gated or reduced. It stands today 
as the original and abiding directive 
from the sovereign Creator to his 
rational-moral creature. Man's rela­
tion to God would always stand in 
a setting of inteUigent contact with 
and mastery over God's created world. 

This rational-moral creature is just 
that and not a machine operating with 
mechanical obedience. Hi s obedi­
ence must fl ow from the center of his 
life, from a loving and devoted heart. 
It must be a conscious obedience, 
one consciously and freely accepted. 
Does man thus humbly and gladly 
bow before the rule of God over the 
whole of his lif e? That man might 
frecly declare himself before God and 
himself and history, God concentra­
tcd the principle of obedience as the 
rule of man's lif e in a single specific 
command, the probationary com­
mand, as it is commonly called. "But 
of the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil , thou shalt not eat of it." 

Then came the fall of man. Man 
fail ed in this phase of God's covenant 
dealings, a phase commonly call ed 
the Covenan t of Works. Thus 
fa ll en Adam always stands as the 



symbol of the failure of all purely 
humanistic schemes of lif e, or all 
notions of life that nrc oriented to 
the idea of human perfectibili ty. The 
fi rst Adam declares to all history 
that the good lif e and the full lif e 
will never be a human achievement. 
The fir st Adam declares fo r all time 
that man simply as man cannot gain 
l h e fullness of life in intell igent, 
fmitful and masterful rapport with 
God's enti re creation simply because 
life at its center has been ruptured. 

"There remain, however, in man 
since the fall, the glimmerings of 
nuturallight, whereby he retains some 
knowledge of God, of natural things, 
and of the difference between good 
and evil, and shows some regard for 
virtue and fo r good outward be­
havior. But so far is this li ght of 
nature from being sufficient to bring 
him to a saving knowledge of God 
and to true conversion, that he is 
illCopable of using it aright even ill 
fhillgs natural and cioil. Nay further, 
this light, such as it is, man in various 
ways renders wholly polluted, and 
hinders in unrighteousness, by doing 
which he becomes inexcusable before 
God." (Canons of Dort, III -IV, 4. 
Itali cs E.H.) 

GRACE 

What now? Does God leave to 
death this being ,vith whom he has 
covenanted? Not at aU. God insti­
tutes a new phase of his covenant 
dealings with man. God seeks out 
the shameful, cowering sinner. He 
points his finger down the stream 
of divi nely ordered history to the 
second Adam, Jesus Christ, the seed 
of the woman, the seed of Abraham, 
the seed of David, the seed of Mary. 
Henceforth central to the full and 
meaningful lif e of man before God 
in Cod's world would be the reality 
of grace. 'ow man would find his 
lif e by surrendering it to the Christ of 
Cod, in whom alone is that perfect 
obedience which is the imperi shable 
and unchanging demand of the living 
Cod. 

I n considering these facts of sin 
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and grace in the life of man, some­
thing of importance is not to be 
overlooked. Before the fall all man­
kind was represented as one in Adam. 
After the faU the house of mankind 
is divided, split down the middle. 
There is to be enmit y between the 
seed of the woman and the seed of 
the serpent. There will be those 
who accept the terms of God's cove­
nant and those who reject them. There 
will be those who believe and those 
who do not. There will be the li ne 
of Seth and the line of Cain. There 
will be those of the church of Christ 
and those of the synagogue of Satan. 
An antithesis exists in the llUman 
family, and this fact affects all that 
makes up the lif e of man. The people 
of God are to live out of the taproot 
of grace-given fai th in the Christ of 
God. This gives the whole of their 
H"es a distinctive quality which they 
must struggle to maintain against the 
pressures of man-cen tered ways of 
life and thought. The complex and 
strategic business of molding a human 
soul for vital covenant life requires 
that men be trained from the very 
start in this distinctive way of life 
and for the struggle to maintain it. 
This surely is an important aspect of 
co,'enantal education. 

DIVINE - BUT ALSO DIVINE-HUMAN 

Tltis covenant in its origin, insti ­
tution and terms is wholly divine. 
It is monopieuric, to use an older term. 
God ah\'ays speaks of "my co,'enant," 
But in its reali zation in history it 
is divine-human. It is a faulty state­
ment of the covenant doctrine to speak 
simply of being in the coyenant to 
enjoy its blessings and assurances and 
to ignore the tremendous spiritual, 
personal and familial requirements of 
that covenant. Essential to the actual 
historical reali ty of the covenant is 
the rich spir i tual content of love, 
obedience and faithfulness that must 
be poured into it from the human side 
in response to the just demands of 
the covenant Cod. When the cove­
nant child is presented for baptism to 
J'eeeive the mark of membership in 
God's g r ae i 0 u s arrangement of 
promise, a pledge of such obedience 

and faithfulness in the rearing of the 
ehild is exacted from the parents. 
And the responsi bi I i ti es of Ule 
child as he grows to maturity are 
made clear in the language of the 
li turgical form lI sed with the sacra­
ment. Yes, such response is by the 
grace of God, but Cod's grace does 
not reduce but raUler underscores 
the realit y of human responsibility. 
When Cod came to Abraham to 
declare formally the establishment of 
the covenant, God prefaced his dec­
larati on wit h th e s: e meaningful 
words, "I am Cod abnighty; walk 
before me, and be thou perfect." 

THE COVENANT AND LIFE 

The covenant is not an abstraction. 
It is not an academic plaything. At 
an car Her point in this discussion we 
have said that the covellant represents 
lif e. Yes, indeed, it is filled with 
the breath of lif e, so much so, we 
have seen, that the covellant in its 
actual li ving reality must a lways elude 
complete encasement in a fin e doc­
tri nal statement. The covenant repre­
sents life in fell owship with God. 
This lif e is not something removed 
from the actualities of historical exis­
tence. In the fonnal establi shment 
of his covenant with Abraham and his 
seed Cod declared that this covenant 
shall be "throughout ulcir genera­
tions." This is the language ·of life, 
of moving history, not of abstraction. 
Here is biological life, physical life, 
�~ �p�i�r�i�t�u�a �l� lif e, social life, life in every 
meaningful facet of human existence, 

What specifically are some of those 
things that declare the covenant to 
be a li ving thing? In the fir st place 
Cod stipulated a visible, tangible sign 
to . reinforce the reality of his cove­
nant. In tlle Old Testament this sign 
was the bloody operation of circwn­
cision. In the New Covenant this 
sign is the non-bloody symbol of 
baptism wi th waler. 

At the very center of tlti s covenant 
life that moves from generation to 
generation is thc fami ly. Observe 
God's wondrous ways, way s that 
blend the natural things and the 

TORCH and TRUMPET, November. 1959 



spiritual things into the fabric of 
covenant life. In the covenant God 
uses his own original and basic unit 
of social life, the family. How utterly 
narrow is the view that . looks upon 
the covenant as belonging "in the 
church, not the school; in theology, 
not education." The Christian family 
is first of all and always a covenant 
family. Tilis marks its entire life. 
At the same time the wail of babies, 
the chatter of children, the strong 
voice of the father, the loving services 
of the mother �~ aU of these things 
contribute to the reality of the cove­
nant. For the children of God covenant 
life is family life, and family life is 
covenant life. These things are in­
separable. Indissolubly wrapped up 
in the intimacies and vivid experi­
ences of family life is God's covenant. 

Closely related to the above is a 
third item that underscores the vital 
actual character of the covenant in 
the full fabric of life. Easily the most 
important and detenninative human 
relationship is that between parent 
and child. For good or for ill no 
human relationship determines li fe 
so much as this one. In a thousand 
and more ways the parent is con­
stantly molding the life and character 
of his offspring. What the child shall 
be tomorrow is largely determined by 
the interaction that takes place be­
tween him and his parents today. 
This crucial determinative force in 
inter-human relationships is a I s a 
obviously involved in this covenant 
that moves from generation to gener­
ation. And, note this, this powerful 
factor in the molding of life always 
operates (i n a truly Christian home) 
in awareness of the fact that God's 
claim on the child takes precedence 
over the claims of parental love. The 
child is to be reared at every step 
for God's sake and not to satisfy the 
claims of parental love or ambition. 

In the fOllith place still another 
very real historical force is involved 
in the covenant life. This may come 
as a surprise to some. Yet, the point 
is obvious enough. The covenant 
moves from generation to generation. 
This cannot occur, of course, except 
through one of the most powerful 
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forces that God has created in man. 
The sex function is implicit in the 
life of the covenant. This function 
implicates so much of man's physical, 
emotional and spiritual life, as many 
studies h a v e abundantly revealed. 
Also this important area of life Cod 
lays claim to in the realization of 
his covenant from generation to gen­
eration. 

It is precisely this fine interplay 
of God-created natural facts and 
forces with spiritual realities t hat 
makes the covenant such a strategi­
cally important thing. Indeed, the 
writer is disposed to doubt that this 
fusion of the "natural" and the "spirit­
ual" can be more tellingly demon­
strated at any other point of Christian 
truth and life. A.nd this makes good 
sense. For the covenant is the God· 
ordained scheme in which and by 
which life in its totality is to be 
lived in fellowship with God. To seek 
to relegate the doctrine of the cove­
nant to "theology," to the church as 
something limi ted to these supposedly 
restricted areas of concern, is simply 
indefensible. 

THE RESPONSIBLE PARTY 
IN EOUCAnON 

Because of tllis whole complex of 
facts and forces present in the divinely 
instituted covenant it is obvious that 
the responsible party in the total 
program of training the covenant 
young is the parent. It is he who 
must see to it that this total program 
shall always ha\'e God in Christ at 
the center of it. This is plain from 
the covenant structure as such. The 
parent stands under the love and dis­
cipline of God's covenant. It is in 
the parent-cllild interaction day by 
clay that the pattern of lif e and 
character is fonned. Childhood is 
the seedtime of life . In this seedtime 
the person must be brought under the 
love and discipline of God in Christ. 
Through the lovi ng discipline of 
Christian parents and family life the 
individual must grow in the penetra­
ting knowledge that his egocentric 
energies must be directed, not toward 
self, but toward God and his glory. 

Through the loving training of the 
parents he must grow in the knowl­
edge and experience of the love of 
Christ and unto living in lo....e for 
his Master. With all that this entails 
for the whole of life nothing in man' $ 

total education is more important 
than this. This is the living heart of 
the covenant of grace. 

IN CONCLUSION 

If the above discussion has made 
clear what the writer had hoped 
to demonstrate, then the follow ing 
points should be plain: 

a. �Covenantal education is not nar­
rowly reli gious education. With 
the cultural mandate always in 
the background and with the re­
quisite that life in its fulness be 
lived in meaningful fellowship with 
God in Christ, it is a very faulty 
notion of the covenant to think 
that its requirements can be met 
by what in some church circles is 
called "religious education." The 
orientation of the covenant is not 
simply soteriological, h a v i n g to 
do with salvation in the narrowest 
sense of the.term. The range of 
the covenant is as broad as the 
li fe that man is called to live 
before God in Christ, the God of 
all creation and history, the .God 
of all culture and science. 

b. �Covenantal education at its core 
is redemptive and must always be. 
Christ must stand at the center 
of it. Only as we are redeemed in 
Christ can we live in fellowship 
with God. And only in that living 
fellowship through Christ can we 
live meaningfully in God's world. 

c. �The doctrine of the Covenant of 
Grace appears to the writer to be 
the best "instrument" we have for 
the wedding of religion and culture, 
which is the essence of Christian 
education and full-orbed Christian 
living. This is thc case because of 
the peculiarly rich way in which 
"natural" and "spiritual" factors are 
blended in the covenant life. To 
this we add the fact that in the 
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covenant we stand at the point of 
highest educability. At this pOint 
we have the child standing in the 
most important and determinative 
relationship in life on earth, and at 
this point we have that which 
must be the very essence of Chris­
ti an education, namely, man with 
aU his native powers under the 
love nnd discipline of Cod directed 

toward the service of God in Christ 
in the full sweep of his experience 
in God's world. Any downgrading 
of the doctrine of the Covenant 
therefore must result in damage to 
this wedding of reUgion and cul­
ture and thus in damage to both 
religion and culture. With secu­
larism threatening to engulf us this 
is not a time to plnce a question 

mark behind the importance of the 
doctrine of the Covenant of Grace 
for our Chri stian schools. Rather 
this is a time to place an exclama­
tion point behind this blessed gift 
of Cod by exploring with fresh 
insight and enthusiasm the educa­
tional riches inherent in it. 

The Kingdom of God 
A Guido for Old TeltamenT STudy 

by fRANCIS BREISCH, JR. 

Nal!onal Union of Chrillian Schooll. 243 pages. 
Cloth bound, $3.00; paper bound, $2.40. 

Many commenttlries nnd guides for Old 
Tcstament �~�t�u�d�y� nrc unsuitable as textbooks 
because they lack an orgrmi7jng principle 
which carries the student systematically nnd 
progressively through the Old Testament. 
The Old Testament is usunlly treated either 
as history or as literature, a collection of 
books. 11le historical method of Dible 
study allows for a certain amount of Inter­
pretntion and npplicatiOIl of Bible troth, 
but tends to neglect the redemptive mes­
sage of the Old Testament, while the intro­
ductory or book-by-book method often fails 
to do justice to the historical character of 
revelation. This book nvoids both of these 
wcaknesses because it combines the history 
of the Old Testament and the message of 
each Old Testament book in a thematic 
unfolding of an organizing principle. The 
unity ano llrogrcss of the Old Testo-ment 
revelation is preserved by means of the 
theme, TIl e Kin gdom of God. "No other 
theme," stntes the author, "so well sum­
marizes the message of the Old Testament. 
It exhibits the unity which e:dsts in the 
Old Testament. It shows the historical 
development of God's work of redemption. 
It emphaslr.cs the fact that the entire Old 
Testament prepares for the coming of 
Christ, the eternal King. To trace the 
growth of tJle Kingdom of God is to keep 
one's finger on the pulse of God's redemp­
tive program" (Preface). 

Dible should be taught in the Cluistian 
school along the lines of Bibli cal thcology 
rather than as Bible history. This means 
that the students will learn to interpret 
the filets of Bible history in tenns of their 
organic relationship to the plan of redemp­
tion revealed in the Old Testament and 
unfolded in the course of Old Testament 
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history. Thus, Abraham is studied not so 
much as an example of faithfulness as a 
servant of God who occupied a unique place 
in the plan of redemption. Moses is studied, 
not as a great statesman or leader, but as 
a typical redeemer whose work was pari of 
the historical process of redemption. 

This book serves as an excellent te:o:tbook 
for the course in Old Testament Bible in 
the Christian high school because it is 
sound in its method as well as in its con· 
tent. In a simplo way it shows the pro­
gressi\'e revelation of the plan of redemp­
ti on and the organic deVelopment of the 
Kingdom of God. At the same time, there 
is a strong covennntal emphasis, which is 
clearly observable in tho table of contents. 
The chapter headings arc a profitable study 
in themselves. The foll Owing are a few of 
the forty-eight chnpters: 5. "The Covenant 
People AIe Delivered" - Exodus. 6. ''The 
Covenant Nation Is Organized" - �E �x�o�d �~�t�S�.� 

7. "The Covenant Nation Receives Its 
Laws" - Leviticus. B. "The Covenant Na­
tion is DiSCiplined" - Nllmbers. 9. "The 
Covenant Nation is Consecrated" - Deuter­
onomy. 10. -rhe Covenant Nation Recei\'es 
Its Land" - Joshua. A very commendable 
te:dbook feature is the written exercise 
containing questions, notes, and memory 
suggestions nt tho cnd of cach chapter. 

Perhaps in a future revision the few 
minor eITOrs will be weeded out - Salomon 
(Solomon), p. 109; ri me (rhyme) p. 93; 
Lev. 2 and Lev. 4 should read Kum. 2 
and Num. 4 (questions 5 and 6, p. 56 ). 
Also, it is inaccurate to say that man would 
earn eternal lif e through the covenant of 
works (p. 25). Although he might have 
received it in the way of obedience, eternal 
life would not have been grounded in 
merit but in God's covenant. 

The author, the Rev. Francis Breisch, 
Jr., Is teaeller of Bible at Kalamazoo Chris­
tian High School, Kalamazoo, �~�H�c�h�i�g�a�n�.� 

A graduate of Westminster Theological 
Seminary, he exemplifies truly Refonned, 

truly biblical scholarship. His textbook on 
Old Testament study is a fine contribution 
to the teaching of Bible in the Christian 
high school. 

JOSEPH A. HILL 
Bible Teacher, Unity Christian 
High School, Hudsonville. Mich. 

The New Testament in 
Modern English 
�T�r�~�n �l�1�8 �T�e�d� by J. B. PHIlliPS 
The MlICmillan Company, New York, 195B. 
Price $6.00 

Hardly have we completed the examina­
tion of a new translation of the Holy 
Scriptures before word reaches U$ that 
another translation is about to be pub­
lished. Wit h J D. Phillips still prominent 
in current reviews, we hear that the com­
plete Berkeley translation with its "f resh 
rendering in to<{ay's tongue" is ready for 
sale. Close on the trail of this announcement 
comes word from Great Britain that top 
British scholars, under the diredJon of Dr. 
C. H. Dodd, are working on a new transla­
tion. Publication of the New Testament is 
scheduled for early in 19tH, with the Old 
Testament coming several yenrs I ate r. 
Nothing is more apparent than that there 
is a surge of interest in Tlew renderings of 
the Bible, in Roman Cntll ollc circles as 
well as in Protestant. 

During World War II Mr. Phillips, 
serving as vicar of The Church of the 
Good Shepherd in southeast London, be­
came aware that his youth groups were 
having difficulty appreciating t h e King 
James Version of Paul's Epistles. So he 
set hlmscll to the task of putting tllese 
Epistles into words that might encourage 
his )'oung people to take a fresh look at 
the New Testament. Subsequently his work 
was published under the title, Lettert to 
Young Churches, which sold mOTe than a 
milli on copies in the United States. He 



followed it with the rest of the New Testa­
ment in three more volumes. The four 
now comprise the present lxIok. 

An admirer of C. S. Lewis, who was 
perhaps his most enthusiastic supporter in 
the ell terprise, i\k Phillips has duplicated 
something of the same liveliness and raciness 
for which the author of The Screwtape 
Letters is so well known. Do we have 
here a uniformly accurate translation? By 
no mcans! But neither was that Mr. 
Phillips' intent. In his foreword he plainly 
states that it was not his aim to give a 
precise rendering in every instance. For 
that reason this volume has to be handled 
cautiously �~ by adults, and even more so 
by children and young people. 

One who has a mania for "modern 
meaningfulness" will have a good time with 
this translation. Hc will chuckle over 
Second Corinthians 4:9 - "we may be 
knocked down but we are never knocked 
outl" Very delightsome rellding, indeed, 
and in many parts illuminating. 

But onc can never say that this is a 
careful work. It is true to its title but not 
to the text. Moreover, the translator has 
passed up opportunities to transmit mean­
ing from Greek into English. He might 
have noted, in keeping with his quest for 
illumination, that the first verb in James 
1:25 rcally means to look with a curiosity 
that wants to sec all that can be seen. 
And in Matthew 11:28, to cite another 
instance, his "reflective digestion" would 
have been more productive had he said 
what the Greek actually says, "1 myself 
will rest you". 

LEONARD GREENWAY 

Th e Great Text s Of The Bible 
Edited by JAMES HASTINGS 
Volume VIII, St. Matthew 
Wm. B. Eerdm8ns Publishing Company, Grand 
Rapid. 3, Mich. 451 pages. Price $4.00 

For "pulpit preaching aids" this series of 
20 volumes, which f irst appeared some 50 
years ago, is one of the best. We are 
grateful to the Eerdmans Publishing Com­
pany for making it again avaibble. 

The volume under review, li ke all the 
others in the series, is a compilation of 
homiletical and illustrative material with 
choice bits of poetry gathered from sources 
that range all the way from such works as 
The Life and Letters of James Martineau 
to the theological writings of James Denney 
and William G. T. Shedd. 

A varicty of sources like that is bound 
to produce materials that are not uniformly 
satisfying. But even so, this is a valuable 
set of books and I heartily rewmmend it 
to pastors and Sunday School teachers. 

LEONAIID GREENWAY 

Calvin Memorial Publications - Eerdmans 
1. Tr acts and Treatises 

John Calvin's Tracts and Treatises, three 
volumes translated by Henry Beveridge and 

first published by the Calvin TransWtion 
Society, Edinburgh, in 1844. Accompanied 
by a short life of Calvin by Theodore Beza 
and some historical notes and an inuoduc· 
tion by Th. F. Torrance. 

.. Q ., .. 

It is my duty and privilege to introduce 
these writings of the foremost reformeT 
and defender of the faith during the times 
of the Reformation. TORCH AN\) TRUMPEt 
commends Eerdmans Publishing Company 
for its unflagging de"otion to the cause of 
presenting the works of John Calvin to 
this generation, and we arc happy to high. 
li ght the various publications ;n which the 
contributions of Calvin to the Reformation 
of the Church are set forth. 

The Hrst volume of the Tracts aud 
Treatises is Ou The Reformation of the 
Church. It contains, among otller things, 
Calvin's "Repl}' to Cardinal Sadolet," writ­
ten from Strassbourg in September, 1539, 
where Calvin was temporarily in exile be­
cause he had resisted the Council of 
Geneva. Sadolet, as the most persnasive 
voice the Pope could muster, tricrl to woo 
the people of Gene-nl back to the bosom 
of the Mother Church by sending an open 
letter to the people of Geneva In which he 
denounced the Refonners as licentious 
imposters. Calvin's Reply (t h e Geneva 
Council had no other advocate worthy of 
Sadolel's steel) exemplifies the pre<:ept, 
stlaoi/er in modo, fort iter in re (gentle in 
manner, strong in the matter) and nothing 
further was heard from Sadolel. The 
long essay on "The :\'ecessity of Reforming 
the Church" (pp. 121-235) brieflyenumer­
ates the evils which compelled the Re­
fomlers to action, it shows the particular 
remedies to have been apt and salutary, 
and it proves that the Reformers were 
not at liberty to postpone "any longer to 
put forth our hand, in as much as the 
matter demanded instant amendment" ( I , 
p. 126). Both these writings are classic 
in their cogent marshalling of the evi­
dence, in their passion for truth and jus­
tice, and their incisiveness of thought. 

TIle last two essays are of a slightly 
different nature. The "Remarks on a Let­
ter of Pope Paul III" (the letter of Paul 
is also given) is of a more personal nature 
and abounds in barbed satire against the 
Vatican and the person of the Pope. Here 
is a sample. "One Paul Farnese has a 
son, and by him grandsons, besides bas­
tards, who still spring from the old dotard, 
and his half-rotten carcase .. . Italy never 
produced such a monster beforel Paul, 
why do you bestir yourself? When the 
execrable lusts of this your son have risen 
to heaven, when tbe land is polluted by 
their abominations, when the whole world 
is crying out, do you not think it time 10 
CAercisc severity? ',"hat shall I say of his 
avarice? What of his rapacity? What of 
his cruelty? .. Does not the justice of 
God here alarm you? .. enough of actual 
sons ... In what state is your Sec, which 

ought to be to you a family? What are 
your vicars doing? What kind of traff ic 
is going on in your court? How do your 
clergy comport themselves? What Sodom 
will you find for me, where there ever 
was greater impunity for all kinds of evil? 
More abandoned shamelessness? More un­
hridled licentiousness?" (I, p. 258). 

Or, in a more doctrinal vein. "For Christ 
is the only bond of holy unity. He who 
�d�e�p�a�r�t�~� from him dishlrbs and violates 
unity, while out of him there is nothing 
but sacrilegious conspiracy" (I, p. 259). "I 
indeed admit that dire vengeance from God 
impends over all who make it their endeav­
or to violate the unity of the Church. 
But what greater violation of unity than 
when purity of doctrine is �~�d�u �l �t�e�r�a�t�e�d�,� and 
agreement in it destroyed, and Christ, in 
consequence, torn as it were to pieces?" ( I, 
p. 273). This whole essay is sharp i ll its 
rebuke against the perverseness with which 
the Pope closed his eyes to the situation 
in the Church and turned his fury against 
those who sought her reformation. 

In the second of these essays, "An 
Admonition Showing the Advantages Which 
Christendom Might Derive from AN IN­
VENTORY OF RELICS", Calvin uses his 
satire as chief weapon to discredit the 
Homish custom' of worshipping at shrines 
of saints. By this Inveut01'y Calvin proved 
the whole reUc fetish to be an imposture 
upon the gullibility of the populace, and 
he gave the impulse to what is knOW!l 
in French letters as CalvinisUc satire. 

In volume two, 0" the Doctrine lind 
Worship of the Church, we see Calvin 
laboring diligently to build the Church 
by providing the nccessary means of 
instruction for the youth (cate<:hisms), the 
proper forms of worship (liturgies for 
administration of the sacraments and the 
manner of celebrating marriage, fonns for 
making confession of faith and instructions 
for the visiting of the sick). However, the 
greatest part deals with the proper under­
standing of the Lord's Supper. There are 
two long discussions of Calvin's view of 
the matter in opposition to the attacks of 
Joachim Westphal (pp. 245-494). 

tt is dear from these discussions that 
for Calvin the covenant was the heart of 
Inl e religion. But the covenant is one and 
the same in both dispensations. In its 
essence it is the promise of God in Christ 
that ll() will be a gracious Father to his 
people, who on their part are to walk as 
his dear children in a crookcd and perverse 
generation. Union with Christ is the heart 
of the New Covenant and the sacraments 
arc a sign and seal of this personal union 
with Christ. Calvin insisted that the body 
and blood of Christ were truly present in 
the Holy Supper and that the communicant 
also partakes of that sacred substance, 
witheut any C0111mingling or transfusion of 
substance, however. Many, many pages 
were written by Calvin to clarify his 
position over against that of Rome and 
over against that of the Lutherans. 



But the sum of all these efforts on the 
part of Calvin was to establish the unity 
of the Church, whether he wrote a cate­
chism o.s "a seed to kccp the good gro.in 
from dying out", or whether he carried 
on a disputation with Westphal or Hes­
husius. The treatises on the Supper "were 
all deliberately written in the endeavor 
to remove misunderstanding and to heal 
divisions bet wee n Churches" ( Intro., 
XXX II ). 

The third volume, In Defense of the 
Reformed Fa/th, contains Calvin's swift 
and penetrating refutation of the " Acts 
of the Council of Trent" and his rejection 
of the "Interim Declaration of Religion", 
sponsored by the Emperor. To this he 
added 'The True Method of Giving Peace to 
Christendom and of R ef 0 r min g the 
Church". Calvin reje<:ted the Council's 
intell.)retation of the disputed points and 
maintained the supremacy of the Word of 
God, justification by fai th alone (this had 
bee n mischievously interpreted by the 
Papists to mean that the act of faith saves 
without the grace or God) without the 
works of the law; the unique and unre­
pealable sacrifice of Christ for sin, which 
can not be supplemented by any righteous­
ness of man; the doctrine of Christ as the 
1·lead of the Church, which is made up of 
beli evers and thcic seed. Calvin also 
emphasized the Kingship of Christ, the 
ascended Lord and Head of the Church, 
wll o roles by his Worll and Spirit over 
his people, and by his sovereign llowcr 
over all the nations of the eartl l until his 
return in glory. 

Over against the compromise proposed 
by the Emperor, Calvin presented his true 
method of reforming the church, namely, 
return to and adherence to sound doctrine. 
W]lereas the Papists "demand from us an 
open adjuration of true doctrine", said Cal­
vin, these pacifiers of the Interim "Jeave 
us a half Christ, but in such a manner 
that there is no p.1.rt of his doctrine which 
they do not obscure or bespatter with 
some kind of falsehood" ( III , p. 241). 
"Whatever may happen, Jet it be our 
resolute detennination to listen to no 
tenns of peace, wllich mingle the fi gments 
of men with the pure truth of God. Lct 
it, I say, be our f ixed principle tll at the 
voice of the Shepherd alone is to be heard, 
I1mt of strangers guarded against and 
rejected" ( Ill , p. 242). 

Volume three also contains two letters, 
written to former f riends of Calvin, warn­
iug them against the sin of faili ng to 
conf ess Christ openly. These appear under 
the title, "On Shunning the Unlawful 
Rites of the Ungodly and Preserving the 
Puri ty of the Christian Religion" ( 1537). 
Finally, there Is PsycMpmmychia ( 1534), 
Calvin's second li terary production, which 
howevcr was not published until 1542. In 
it Calvin refutes the Anabaptistic heresy 
of the sleep of the sou\. 

In the former Calvin pleads the cause 
of Christ without any bitterness or invective, 

"so that no ODe shall be able to complain 
of being hurt, or even slightly offended" 
(III, p. 413). But against those who plead 
the unity of the Church and the rights 
of Charity to cover their lack of courage 
Calvin replies: "we aclrnowlcdge no Unity 
except in Christ; no Charity of which He 
is not the bond; and that, therefore, the 
chief point in preserving Ch(lrity is to 
maintain Faith sacred (lnd entire. Secondly, 
that this discussion may proceed without 
any violatioo of charity, provided tlle ears 
with which they listen correspond with the 
tongue which I employ" ( Ill , p. 416). 
The last statement reminds one of the 
careful distinction m(lde by Calvin in the 
Institufe.r bet wee n giving and taking 
offense ( III , 19, 11). For Calvin ever 
maintained that "necessary duties must not 
be omitted through fear of any offence" 
and, "as our liberty should be subject to 
charity, so charity itself ought to be sub­
senient to the purity of faith" (Ibid.). 

Psyc1wpan nllcllia is a gem of biblical 
e....egesis and merits re-printing and dis­
tribution as a monograph for the instruction 
of the Church today, since the Jehovah's 
Witnesses and the Seventh Day Adventists 
are flooding the world with their pernicious 
propaganda. Calvin meets all the arguments 
head-on, demolishing them one by one, 
\\ith the s\.\'ord of the Spirit. The entire 
pamphlet is a perfect demonstration of 
Calvin's superb insight into and lrnowledge 
of the Scriptures even at this early stage 
of his Christian life. He is also quite 
thorough in bringing all the facts to bear 
upon the case at hand. Calvin was not 
Olle to be satisfied with a job half done. 
He was thorough and painstaking in all 
his labors, as this apologetic pieee also 
testifies. 

In summary, the publication of these 
three \'olumes of C(llvin's works constitutes 
a major contribution to the life of the 
Church of our day. Congratulations to 
Eerdmans! Let us study these documents, 
savor their spirit, and master their con­
tents! }.Iay Cod give us all more of the 
warm and passion(lle spirit of John Calvin, 
that, loving the truth, we mny stand in 
the liberty wherewith Christ has made us 
free, resisting the sat ani c strategy of 
achieving unity minus the truth. 

HENRY R. VAN TIL 

Calvin Mamor;.1 Publications - �e�~�r�d�m �.�n �'� 

2. � Th e Rise and Development of �
Calvinism �

1959. ED. JOHN BRAn �
This concise lillie history (132 pages), 

written by Calvin College professors, aims 
to give the contemporflly student an under­
standing of and an appreci(ltion for the 
religiOUS and cultural significance of Cal­
vinism as an historical phenomenon. Prof. 
Bratt, who is also editor, presents the 
life and work of Calvin as well as the 
history and development of Calvinism in 
America. Charles Miller gives a sketch of 
the history and spread of C(livinism in 

SWitzerland, Germany, and France, while 
Earl Strikwerda does the same with respect 
to England and Scotland. Finally, Walter 
L1gerwey presents the history of CalviJlism 
in the Netherlands. Bibliographies lire 
appended at the end of each ch(lpter. The 
work is easy to rend and makes a handy 
reference for the layman; therefore, I 
recommend it heartily to all of our societies 
and churches. 

However, there is one suggestion that I 
would offer my collcagues in all humility 
and .charity. The book docs not form a 
unity of interpretation. On the one hand. 
we read, "The Synod of Dort is a symbol 
of the triumph of orthodox Calvinism in 
the Netherlands" (p. 82); but, on tile 
other h(lnd, we read that the five points of 
Calvinism arc said to be the best illustra­
tion of a scholastic trend by which "Cal­
vinism is defined as littlc more than a 
narrow, syllogistic, theological system" (p. 
27). 

Besides, although I can agree that Calvin 
did not single out the doctrine of predestina4 
tion as the end-all and be-all of troth, he 
did, nevertheless, lay unique stress on it 
in his major theological work, The Institutes 
of tllil Christian Religion, devoting chapters 
21-24 to the expositi on of i ts bibli cal char­
acter. He treats it in the same serious, 
systematic manner as he did the doctrines 
of the trinity and of the sacraments. But, 
contrary to our present usage, Calvin did 
not take up the doctrine of predestination 
under the rubric of theology proper (logos 
re theos) but he comes to it after a con4 
sider(ltion of prayer. He tries to explain, 
as far as th(lt is possible on the basis of 
revelation, why "The covenant of life (is) 
not equally preached to all , and among 
those to whom it is preached (it is) not 
always finding the so.mc reception." Neither 
is it quite factual to say that Calvin did 
not treat this doctrine except "as the result 
of his conflict with (I member of the 
Hefonned community". Besides the treat· 
ment in the I nstitules just mentioned, there 
is a book called Calvin'" Calvinism, con­
taining two m a j 0 r treatises of Calvin 
against the Roman C(ltholic scholar, Pighius 
of K(lrnpcn. Both treat the subje<:t of 
predestination and the secrct will of God 
against the Pelagian denial of l 'ighius. Cal­
vin also excuses himself because of various 
engagements he has had no time to treat 
the doctrine of predestination before. 

To my mind, it sets up a false antithesis 
to �say that Calvin did not especially treat 
this $ubje<:t. :For he tre(lted it just as 
systematically as he did the sacraments 
(Cl. Institutes ); and he gave it the same 
special consideration in his controversial 
writings as he did the Supper in opposition 
to Westphal. 

Anotller insta.nce of such a false antithesis 
is found in the st(ltement, "Hc worked to 
redress the wrongs not only of degenerate 
Catholicism but more TJ<IrHcularly of inade­
quate Lutheranism and Anabapt i s m" 
(underscoring added, V.T.). But as I 
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read the Institutes, the Letters, the "Reply 
to Sadolet", his "Reply to Pighius", his 
c s say s addressed to the l'opc, to the 
Emperor and to the Diets, the comments 
on the Decrees of Trent, his Antidote to 
the Sorbonne, etc. etc., I find not a 
scintilla of evidence to indicate that Cal­
vin's major efforts were directed against 
Lutherans and Anabaptists. The m:1in work 
of the Reformation, namely, of breaking 
down the structure of the anticluist as 
Luther and Calvin conceived of it, had 
by no means been accomplished when 
Calvin came upon the scene. Although 
Luther's passionate protest against salvation 
by works had roused many out of their 
lethargy, the consistent application of the 
authority of the Word over against that 
of the l'ope and the consolidation of the 
beach head established by Luther fell upon 
the shouldcrs of Calvin. Hence it is 
better to say that Calvin fought every 
unbiblical approach with passion, whether 
that of Rome, of the Anabaptists, the 
Luthcrans, or the Humanists of his day. 

HENRY R. VAN TIL 

An Expanded Translation: Philippians 
Through the Revelation 
by KENNETH S. WUEST �
publi$hed by Wm. B. Eerdman$ Publishing Co., �
Grand Rapids, Mich. �

Dr. Kenneth S. Wuest has done an 
amazing amount of work, good work. He 
accepts Scripture as God's infallible Word. 
That accounts for the fact that he takes 
thc words of the Bible so vcry seriously. 
The present volume is Number I II in the 
author's Expanded Tr(lfl$wtWn of ti,e Greek 
New Testament. 

Probably the best way to describe the 
book is to quote from the author's "Per­
sonal \'{ord to the Reader." Says Dr. 
Wuest: 

''This is a commentary translation, the 
purpose of which is to clarify the text of 
the Authori7.ed Version where its con­
densed phraseology requires the explana­
lion which an expanded translation can 
give ... The commentary material in this 
translation comes from the rules of Cmck 
grammar and syntax, from idioms in the 
Greek language which cannot be brought 
over into the English language and from 
the richncss of coutent of certain Creek 
words, untranslatable truth which only an 
expanded rendering of the Creek text is 
ablo to handle." 

Dr. Wucst does justice to such things 
as the order of words in the Greek original, 
the distinction between synonyms, the 
action implied. in verb tenses, etc. 

Each Bible-book is introduecd in a 
concise manner by mcans of a brief Outline. 

I regard this as an cxcellent book for 
everyone who is interested in a bettcr 
understanding of the New Testament, and 
I offer my hearty congratulations to author 
and publisher. 

WM. HENDRIKSEN 
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And Four To Grow On �
by FRANCES PALMER �
Rinehart �~�n �d� Compal'ly Inc.. N. Y 222 pages, �
$3.50. �

Many a childless couple desiring to adopt 
children seek counsel from their �p�a�.�~�t�o�r�s �.� 

"Is it right?" "Should we �e�x�p�r�e�s�.�~� prefer­
ence?" You will f ind an answer and soond 
religious advice in the book AND FOUR 
TO GROW ON by Frances Palmer. 

After eight years of living alone in a 
large country home Frances and Bill Pal­
mer decided to adopt two children. Rather 
than judge thcm by their appearance they 
wished to accept them sight unseen. The 
first day was a tense and trying onc and 
Frances knew that God must answer her 
prayers for wisdom, patience, and under­
standing or she couldn't possibly carry on. 

Now foll ow many and varied incidents­
some patlletic, some humorous. Gradually 
Joe and Ruth adapted themselves to a 
Christian environment and learned what 
a home fill ed with love and understanding 
is like. They needed to be diSCiplined, and 
Ruth was the firs t one to be spanked by 
Frances. The look she received from Ruth 
was fill ed with respect rather than hate. 
Later on Joe was disobedient and when 
Frances asked, "\\" hat in the world is the 
matter with you?" Joe replied, "Well, you 
and dnddy love Ruth more than you do 
me". Joe's next words marked another step 
in Frances' education: "Aren't the ones 
that get the most spanking tIle oncs you 
love the Illost?" 

Later on, when Frances and Bill decided 
to adopt two more childrcn, Joe and Huth 
played an important role in making them 
fecl loved and wanted. TIley learned to 
be unselfish, and to share with their new 
hrother and sister. They became a harmo­
nious family in which the fear of God 
guided and controlled all the members. 

This ixM>k should be rcad by all parents, 
especially those who contcmplate adopting 
children. Have you fears or misgivings? 
Frances Palmer wri tes in her closing lincs, 
"\%0 knows, when a child is born, what 
its ultimate cnd will be? .. we are far too 
busy tryi ng to 'train up a child in the way 
he should go,' believing that, 'and even 
when he is old, he will not depart from it'''. 

;:-rRS. HELEN PEKELDER 

The Fundamentals For Today, I and 11 
Ed. by Ch. L. �F �e�i�n�b �~ �r�g� under sponsorship of 
The Bible In stitute of los An geles, Inc. 
Published by Kregel, Grand Rapids 6, Michigan 
1958. 657 pages. $7.95. 

These volumes COll5titute an up-to-date 
revision of The Fundamentals, first pub­
lished by The Bible lrutitute in 1909. This 
Jubilee Edition signifies that "the school 
and its affi liates adhere to the time-honored 
position of the founders" (foreword). Since 
the position of the founders is grounded 
in the holy, infalli ble Scriphltes, and since 
the authors reproduced in the present two­
volume work gi\'e all diligence to contend 
for the faith once deli\'ercd to the fathers, 
we of the Reformed FellowshiP. Inc. 

rejoice with our brethrcn in the Lord 
in their Jubilee Celcbration. 

One of the things that warms the wckles 
of one's heart in reading tllcse two volumes 
is the central place that is. given to the 
doctrine of Seriph,re, both in its positive 
exposition and in its defense against attack. 
Articles by Orr, Bettex, Caven, Kyle, Wright, 
Cray, Pierson, Mauro, Warfield, Torrey, 
and others, all deal with the doctrine of 
Scripture and its modem denials in Higher 
Criticism. The Mosaic authorship of the 
Pentateuch, the unity of Isaiah, the antiq­
uity and authenticity of Daniel, the verbal 
inspiration and consequent infallibility of 
Scripture - these are all maintained and 
defended against modem unbelief. There 
are articles on the deity of Christ, his 
virgin birth, and bodily resurrection, the 
personality and deity of the Holy Spirit 
and his indwelling power in the sons of 
Cod. 

Thc second volume deals more partic­
ularly with anthropology, sotcriology, eccle­
siology, and eschatology. The biblical doc­
trine of sin and atonement is dealt with in 
detail, as well as that of salvation by 
grace. The nature of regeneration, con­
version, justification, consecration, etc. are 
set forth. EvangeliSIll and the preaching 
of the \Vord are given great prominence, 
as well as prayer and its uses and efficacy. 
There arc two excellent articles on the 
religion of Home, demonstrating that it 
is not to be confounded with Christianity, 
and, that it is "the Antagonist of the 
Nation" (Vol. II, pp. 475-505). Philip 
Mauro shows how modem philosophy 
spoils those studying at our universitics by 
its vain deceit and the traditions of men, 
which arc not after CllIist (II, p. 525f.). 
An article by Prof. Wright details the 
passing modes of the theory of evolution 
under the somewhat misleading titl e, ''The 
Passing of Evolution". A chapter on the 
hope of the church shows that the early 
Christians did not look forward to death 
or to the entrance into heaven, nor yet to 
the conversion of the world, but to the 
personal ' return of her Lord. 'nlis is the 
blessed hope of believers and the consum­
mation of our n..-demption. "I t provides 
the most inspiring motive for Christian 
life and service" (II, p. 635). This funda­
mental, Scriptural, (;Qfltr01;erted doctrine is 
also set forth by Professor Erdman in the 
following chapter in which he maintains 
the pcr.rona1, gIor/ou,y, and imminent fcturn 
of Christ. . 

All in all, these fundamentals still con­
stitute the very marrow of Christian doc­
trine, without which the Church cannot 
exist. But more than that, they represent 
the teachings of Scripture as interprcted 
by the mind of the Church tllroughout the 
ages. And Christ promised that he would 
lead his Church into all the truth. 

However, that docs not mean that tllis 
reviewer is in perfect accord with every 
interpretation presented in these volumes. 
One can a",rree with Dr. Feinberg that it 



is wrong to speak of the "Christian Sab· 
bath", since the Sabbath is a peculiarly 
Jewish institution. However, the author 
of this chapter docs not come to grips 
with the principle of a day of rest in the 
New Testament, except to negate it by 
saying that the Sabbath has been abolished 
since Pentecost but that it will again be 
in fo rce ill the Mill ennial age. But the 
absolute antithesis between law and grace 
presented by C. I. Schofield is even more 
ohjectiol1.1ble to this reviewer. The rejec­
tion of Judaism, against which Paul also 
carried on his polemic in Galatians, is com· 
mcndable. There is a sense, of course, in 
wh.ieh the antithesis between law and grace is 
absolute. Salvation is by grace without any 
admixture of works on the part of man. 
All synergism must be rigorously e.xcluded. 
However, one must demur when the author 
speaks of law as the Old Testament method 
in opposition to grace as the method of 
the New Testament. And to say that grace 
"in the sense of some revelation of God's 
goodness" always existed is certainly an 
understatement. In fact, the typical nature 
of Old Testament revelation in its pre. 
fi guration of Christ, and the fact that the 
saintq before Christ were saved by no 
other way than througll the way of thc 
Cross is totally obscured. It is true that 
the law is a curse to man in the state of 
sin, for "cursed is every onc that continueth 
not in all things written in the book of the 
law to do them." But Paul also says that 
the Jaw is good and just and holy ( Romans 
7:12), and it remains the instrument of 
God by which man discovers himself as 
sinner. 

The main diffi culty is that Schofield 
does not distinguish, on the one hand, 
between the ceremonial and civil law of 
Israel and, on the other hand, the Jaw of 
God in its moral.spiritual essence as given 
in the Decalogue, the Sermon on the 
Mount, and in many passages in Paul's 
epistles. Examples of this could be multi­
plied but 1 take just one. The author 
cites the civil legislation of the b.w of 
retribution given in Exodus 21:21, "An 
eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth" 
over against the exhortation of the Gospel 
"Resist not evil", and, "avenge not your­
selves". But instead, the civil law of Moses 
should be compared with Romans 13, 
where God gives tll e government the power 
of the sword to avenge evil and to mete 
out proper punishment in the name of God, 
"for he is a minister of God, an avenger 
for wrath to him that doeth evil" (13:4). 
Besides, when Christ is saying, "Ye have 
heard that is was said, Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor, and hate thine enemy", he is 
not quoting the law, nor the spirit of the 
law, for the law of Moses also demanded 
love toward personal enemies, and care 
for one's m{ and possessions. But the enemy 
in the Old Testament is the uncircumcised, 
the Philistine, who is the enemy of God 
and with respect to such David speaks 
of hating the enemy of God with perfect 
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hatred. The interpretation of the scribes 
that one may hate his personal adversary 
is rejected by Jesus and this is con­
fi rmed by Paul, when he says, "Beloved, 
a\'cnge not yourselves." 

It is all wry well to speak of the freedom 
that there is in the Spirit, but our own 
sinful hearts have grave antinomian ten· 
dencies, which keep cropping out. How is 
the Christian to know what that good and 
holy and acceptable will of the Lord is 
without the norm of the holy law of God? 
�" �~�r �o�r�a�l� law is the moral perfection of God 
coming to e."(pression for the regulation 
of life and conduct" (Prof. John Murray, 
"The Sanctity of the Moral Law," p. 3). 
E\'cn the sanctified conscience needs �t�h�i�.�~� 

objective standard, for love is the fulfilment 
of the law, not the abolition of the law. 
" If ye love me, keep my commandments", 
said ou r Lord . But there can be no doubt 
as to what he had in mind for Christ 
refers again and again to the sixth, seventh, 
and tenth commandment. (See Matthew 
5 :22:, 2:8 . ) 

For those who want to make a basic 
study of the relationship of the law to 
grace, Allis' Prophecy and the Church is 
recommended (Presbyterian and Reformed 
Publishing Co., �B �o�~� 185, Nutl ey, N. J.). 

l want to re.emphasize by the way of 
conclusion, that these strictures do not 
invalidate the relevance of this publication 
for our day. I wish to endorse the effort 
as a whole and recommend these books 
to our theological students as well as the 
ministry and the teaching profession in 
our Christian schools. 
Calvi n Coll ege HENRY R. VAN TIL 

Archaeology And The Pre-Christian 
Centuries 
by J. A. THOMPSON 
Wm. 8. �f�e �r �d �m�~�n�'� Co., pp. 5-139. Price $1.50. 

The period covered by this little book 
is not as well known among Christians 
as it should be. We often speak of it as 
the period of the exile and restoration. The 
Bible refers to it as the Indignation. For 
many of us it is a time of obscurity, and we 
are merely aware that between the close 
of the Old Testament and the opening of 
the New there is a long gap. 

Now we have a popular, well written 
book that will help uS to understand what 
took place during this gap. In short 
compass the author manages to include a 
trcmendous amount of useful material which 
is the fruit of wide and ·careful reading. 
Not the least useful feature of the book 
is the clear chart of the period found on 
page 134. 

The eareful reading of this little work 
should give a clearer understanding of the 
period covered. There is a brief chapter 
on Qumran which is a model of concise and 
common-sense treatment. The author seems 
to hold a high view of the Scriptures. We 
heartily commend this book. I t is a most 
USeful addition to the Pathway Series. 
\Vestminster Seminary 

EDWARD J. YOUNG 

The Expository Method Of 
G. Campbell Morgan 

by DON M. WAGNfR 

Copyright 1957 by Fleming H. Revell �C�o�m�p�~�n�y�,� 
128 P"ge$, price $2.00. 

It seems to this reviewer that the writer 
of this book knows what he is talking about 
and that he has gillen us a reliable analysis 
of Dr. Morgan's methods. For those some­
what acquainted with tbe writings of Dr. 
Morgan this book will answer many ques· 
t ions. Rev. \Vagner has great praise for 
Dr. Morgan but also senses his weaknesses. 
Since we arc in no position to adequately 
judge Rev. Wagner's conclusions we can 
only say that they impress us as being 
quite accurate. In reading some of Dr. 
Morgan's sermons we have come upon 
statements that have puzzled us. We 
wondered how Dr. Morgan could make 
them and fit them into his theology. We 
have in mind statements such as this: ''The 
unregenerate man admires goodness and 
even would be good, and makes the attempt 
but fails ; his volitional power is not set 
free. He is free to choose, but he cannot 
do the tlling he chooses, and so his 
choosing reacts on him and fHls him with 
despair" (The Westminster Pulpit, Vol. 
VIlI, p. 147). Or again on page 144 of 
the same volume he writes, "All other 
religions, the highest and noblest of them, 
have in them light, walking in which 
men will surely be acceptable to God. All 
of them arc attempts by man to find God, 
humanity climbing toward him." But after 
reading this analysis by the Rev. Mr. 
Wagner we can easily see how Dr. Morgan 
could make such statements 'since he did 
not want to be bound by any theological 
system and his teachings were all colored 
by a dispensational and undenominational 
outlook. 

This little book has value especially in 
its emphasis on the proper exposition of 
Scripture. It is an emphasis that we do 
well to heed also in our Christian Reformed 
Church. \Ve can appreciate and at the 
same time deplore Dr. Morgan's refusal 
to be bound by systematic theology. He 
wanted to listen to God's 'Vord without 
any prejudice. But in his refusal to be 
guided by a theological system he also 
denied and failed to make use of the 
Spirit's work in leading the church into 
the truth. 

However we do well to listen to what 
this analysis has to tell us. We must not 
be bound hy systematic th e 0 log y with­
out critically testing it by a car e f u I 
exposition of S c rip t u r e. VVbat a great 
man Dr. Morgan would have been had he 
carefully studied Rcfonned theologyl It is 
surely an unwise and conceited attempt 
on the part of any man to try to com­
prehcnd all of Scripture through an exposi­
tory method without the help of creeds 
or systematics. We can easily understand 
this statement of Rev. Wagner: ''This 

• 



structural analogy suggests the progress of 
Morgan's works toward theological con­
clusion which he never quite reached, if, 
indeed, he ever tried to reach it" (p. 97). 
At the same time, I cannot appreciate 
the statement of Mr. 'Vaguer when he says, 
"The singular glory of Dr. Morgan's work 
is its non-theological nature in the systema­
tic sense." There is nothing more glorious 
than to see Scripture's message in its 
unity, and although we must praise Dr, 
Morgan's expository method we must regret 
that he failed to see the system of theology 
which is implicit in the teaching of Scrip­
ture. 

The Question Box 
by DR. WILLI AM N. EMCH �
Copyright 1956 by the �W�~ �r�l�b�u�r�g� Press, Colum­ �
bus, Ohio. 188 pages, price $2.50. �

This book eontams a careful selection 
of answers given ·over a twenty-five year 
period in The Lutheran Starukrd under the 
title "The Question Box." The anS\'lCrs 
cover almost every phase of lif e and many 
can he endorsed by the Refonned believer. 
They manifest an honest attempt to let 
Scripture speak on man's problems. 

This book can be read with profit by 
discerning readers in our church. 

However, we are disappointed with Dr. 
Emch's views on the observance of the 
Sabbath Day. About our Sunday he writes, 
"To us Christians cvery day is sacred and 
holy. We observe the first day of the 

week in a special way, not because of any 
direct command of Cod, but because good 
order demands that we have a certain time 
for public worship reQuired by Cod, and 
because Sunday has been kept since the 
days of the apostles" (p. 23). About Sah­
bath-day observance he writes, "There is 
no warning against Sabbath-breaking in any 
of the New Testament epistles." 

Dr. Emch's explanation of the L utheran 
practice and teaching of absolution also 
leaves one with many questions. On page 
05 we read tMs statement, "\Ve are to 
say to everybody; 'Listen, I have good 
news for you. You may have perfect 
pardon for all your sins through your 
Substitute, our Lord Christ Jesus,''' and on 
page 66, "Who pardons the guilty man? 
Only the infinite, merciful God can do 
that, against whom the offense has been 
committed ... We lay all the stress upon 
the Word of Cod which the pastor brings 
to us. It must be the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, for that alone is the power 
of Cod unto sakation to everyone that 
believeth." We wish the Lutheran church 
would stop right there but 'we go on to 
page 63, "Lutherans teach that this power 
to forgive sins was given to the church, 
hence to every believer." This is con­
fusing to say the leastl 

We also meet with an explanation of 
COl1.'iubstantiation versus transubstantiation. 
L utherans believe, " ... that the bread and 

wine are present in the natural way, �b�u�~� 

that the body and blood arc present in 
a supernatural way" (p. 92) . Concerning 
infant baptism we read statements as these, 
"We teach that baptism ki ndles spiritual 
lifc in the infant." WilY does the Lutheran 
church teach this? Because, "\Ve know 
that our baptizcd little folks arc in a state 
of grace with God, for the very nature of 
a sacrament is such that it bestows and 
imparts grace where there is no wilful 
resistance" (p. 120) . And again, "This 
imparting of divine grace alwRYli takes 
place in baptism if tJ1e baptized ooc does 
not wilfully resist and thus reject the 
proffered gift. A little child never thus 
resists", p. 122. 

One other of Dr. Emch's answers merits 
mention. \Vriting about fatalism on page 
153, Dr. Emch asks, "Is the length of man's 
lif e so f ixed aDd determined by our 
Creator that man cannot change it?" To 
this questien he repl ies, " That is certainly 
not true." On page 154 we read, " ... the 
time and the manner of each man's death 
nre kirgeiy dctennined by himself." This 
is clearly contrary to the teaching of Scrip­
ture on divine providence and Cod's eternal 
decrees. Therefore we add this caution 
that in spite of the many excellent answers 
given in this book it should be read only 
by those who can try the spirits. 
L'ldner, B. C. Cal1ada 
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