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Scripture  on  the  Antithesis  
R. B. KUIPER 

S
ClUPTURE  SPEAKS  of several 

antitheses;  for  example,  that  of 

Christ and Antichrist,  that of the good 

angels  and  the  fallen  angels,  that  of 

believers  and  "principalities,  powers, 
the  rulers  of  the  darkness  of  this 

world,  spiritual  wickedness  in  high 
places"  ( Eph.  6:12 ),  that  of  the 
church  and  the  world,  that  of  be-

lievers  and unbelievers,  that of regen-

erate  men  and  unregenerate  men. 
These  antitheses  arc  interrelated.  In 

fact,  they  may be said  to  be so  many 

facets  of  one  grand  antithesis.  That 

truth  should  be borne  in  mind  when 

an  attempt  is  made  to  describe  any 
one of  them. 

This  essay  will  deal  primarily  with 

the  antithesis  of  the  regenerate  and 

the  unregenerate.  I n  the  light  of 
Scripture several  of  its  characteristics 

will  be named. 

CENTRAL, NOT PERIPHERAL'" 

The  Bible  is  the  Word  of  God. It 
goes  without saying  that  all  that Cod 

says  is  true.  It  is  no  less obvious  that 
all  that  he  says  is  important.  Yet  not 

all  things  told  us  in  the  Bible  are  of 

equal  importance.  Some  ure  stressed 
more  strongly  than  are  others.  Some 

are supremely  significant, others  rela-
tively  less  so.  The  teaching  of  the 

antithesis  does  not  lie  on  the periph-

ery  of  the  Word  of  God,  but  is 

central  to  it.  It is  of  the  very  warp 
and woof of Holy Writ. 

At  the dawn of human history Cod 

put  enmity  between  the  serpent  and 
the woman  and  between  their  seed, 

and  he  foretold  that  the  woman's 

seed  would  bruise  the  head  of  the 

serpent,  whereas  the  serpent  would 
bruise  the  heel  of  the  woman's  seed 

( Gen.  3: 15).  That  passage  is  cor-

rectly  denominated  the  proteoollgel-
iunt, the  first  proclamation  of  the 

gospel.  It is  also  the  first  declaration 
of  the  antithesis.  At  the end  of  time 

•  Pllripheral  II  derived  from the  noun periphery 
whl ~ h me"ns:  the  surface. 
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the  Son  of  God  will  part  men  asun-
der  even  as  a  . shepherd  divides  the 

sheep  from  the  goats,  and  with  the 

sword  of  his  mouth  he  will  divide 
the  human  race  in  two  for  the  end-

less  ages  of  eternity.  Some ·will  enter 
upon  eternal  life;  others  will  depart 

into eternal  punishment  (Matt.  25:31-

46).  Between  the  aforenamed  two 

events  lies  an  unintermittent  conflict 
of  the  woman's  seed  and  that  of  the 

serpent.  It is,  indeed,  the conflict  of 
the  ages.  And  it  reached  its  climax 

in  that event about which  centers  the 
whole  of  human  history  the  cruci-

fixion  of Jesus  Christ. 

Presentday  denials  of  the  antithe-

sis  are numerous.  Many substitute for 

it the deceptive dogma  of  the univer-
sal  fatherhood of Cod and  the univer-

sal  brotherhood of  man.  We are wit-
nessing  a  mighty  resurgence  of  the 

ancient  heresy  of  universal  salvation. 

Preachers  and  professors  of  theology 

tell  us  that  it  is  inconceivable  that  a 

God  of  love  would  sentence  any 
human  being  to  eternal  hell.  Such 

teaching  is  the  direct  result  of  rejec-

tion  of  the  Bible  as  the  infallible 
Word  of God. 

Inexpressibly  sad  to  say,  even  in 

relatively  conservative  circ1es  there 
are  those  who  belittle  the  antithesis. 

They are wont to speak of it sneering-

ly.  For that attitude  there are but two 
possible  explanations.  It is  rooted 

either  in  ignorance  of  Holy  Scripture 

or  in  a  tendency  to  slight  Scripture. 
It  could  spring  from  both.  He  who 

takes  the  Bible  seriously  cannot help 
taking  the antithesis  seriously.  Scrip-

ture  teaches  it  unequivocally,  and 

Scripture's  emphasis  on  it  is  truly 
tremendous. 

FACT, NOT DUTY 

The Bible informs us that the antith-

esis  of  the  regenerate  and  the  unre-

generate is  a  fact.  To  be  sure,  a  duty 

is  implicit  in  it;  but  it  is  not  itseU  a 
duty.  It is  an  inescapable  fact. 

That  fact  is Godappointed.  Whcn 

our  earliest  ancestors  had  yielded  to 
the deceiver's temptation, God did not 

command  the  woman,  together  with 

her  seed,  to  be at enmity  with Satan; 
he  put enmity  between  them.  Re-

generation,  by  which  the  antithesis 
is  brought  about,  is  a  divine  work  in 

which  man  is  utterly  passive.  No-

where  docs  Scripture  command  dead 

sinners  to  bring  themselves  to  life. 
''Ye  must  be  horn  again"  (John  3;7 ) 

is  an  indicative,  not  an  imperativc. 
The  apostolic  exhortation,  "Awake, 

thou  that sleepest,  and arise  from  the 

dead"  ( Eph.  5;14)  was  addressed, 

not  to  dead  sinners,  but  to  sleeping 
Christians  who  once  were  darkness 
but  now  wero  light  in  the  Lord  ( v. 

8 ) .  They  were  commanded  to  arouse 

themselves from  spiritual lethargy and 
to  arise  from  among  thcir  spiritually 

dead  pagan  neighbors.  Nor had  thcy 

transformed themselves from  darkness 
into  light.  That change  was  effected 

by  God. 
That the antithesis of the rcgenerate 

and  the  unregenerate  is  a  God-

appointed  fact  is  the  plain  teaching 

of  Scripture.  Scripture  is  no  less  in-
sistent  that  this  fact  en tails  a  duty. 

The  regenerate  differ  radically  from 

the unregenerate.  That being the case, 

tlley  arc  in  sacred  duty  bound  to 
show  it.  The  solemn  admonition 

addressed  to  them, "'Walk as  chiJdren 

of  light"  ( Eph.  5:8 ),  is  predicated 
on  the  fact  that  they  are  light,  not 

darkness.  No  demand  could  be  more 

reasonablc.  God  requires  of  hi s  chil-

dren  that  they  manilest  what  they 
are,  that  they  be  true  to  their  regen-

erated  selves. 

SPIRITUAL, NOT SPATIAL 

That the contrast of  the  regenerate 

and  the  lmrcgenerate  is  spiritual  is 

self·evident.  On  the  one  hand  are 
those  who  are  spiritually  alive,  on 

the  othcr  those  who  are  spiritually 
dead  (Eph. H). 
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Strange,  and  also  exceedingly  sad, 
to  say,  throughout history  God's  peo

ple have times without number com
mitted the fallacy of e.xternalizing the 
antithesis. They have regarded it as 
spatial rather than spiritual. 

No doubt, the most heinous sin of 
ancient Israel was idolatry, worship 
of the false gods of the neighboring 
peoples. It constituted a brazen denial 
of the antithesis. Another of its sins, 
hardly less heinous. was formalism. 
God complained: "This people draw 
nC..'l.r me with their mouth. and with 
their lips do honour me, but have 
removed their heart far from mc" 
([s. 2,<):13). And by the mouth of 
his prophet Cod uttered the scathing 
denunciation: "To what purpose is 
the multitude of your sacrifices unto 
me? ... I am full of the burnt offer
ings of rams. and the fat of fed beasts; 
and J deHght not in the blood of 

bullocks, or of lambs. or of he goats. 
When ye come to appear before mc. 
who hath required this at your hand. 
to tread my courts? Bring no more 
vain oblations; incense is an abomin
ation unto me" ( Is. 1:1l-13 ). Formal
ism cx"tcrnalizes the antithesis. And to 
externalize the spiritual is to deny 
it. 

The Pharisees of Jesus' day per
verted the antithesis by making it 
spatial. The hennits and stylites of 
early Christianity tended to do like
wise. So did the monks and nuns of 
the MidcUe Ages. So did the extreme 
Anabaptists of the Reformation age. 
So do the Amish of today. And so do 
all who deem world flight to be the 
essence of Christian living. 

True, the antithesis has spatial im
plicalions. Christian parents will in
struct their children to shun evil com· 
pan ions. In the line of duty adult 
Christians are bound to face many 
temptations, but to expose oneseH 
needlessly to temptation is to tempt 
Cod. Matrimony has a spatial as well 
as a spiritual aspect, and Scripture 
forbids the marriage of a believer to 
an unbeliever. No Christian may hold 
membership in an organization which 
by its constitution or persistent prac
tices defies the law of God and in 
which he is forbidden to witness to the 
lordship of Christ. The Psalmist pro
nounced blessed "the man that walk-

four 

eth not in the counsel of the ungodly, 
nor standeth in the way of sinners, 
nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful" 
(Ps. U ). 

However, the Saviour prayed for 
his own, 110t that they would be taken 
out df the world, but that they would 
be kept from the evil one (John 17: 
15); and the apostle Paul advised the 
saints in Corinth not to break off all 
association with the fornicators, the 
covetous, the extortioners, and the 
idolaters of the world, for in that ease 
they would have to go out of the 
world ( I Cor. 5:9, 10 ). 

He who externalizes the antithesis 
is sure to faU into a heinous sin of 
omission. Without contact with the 
world one cannot pcrfoml his duty 
as the salt of the earth and the light 

of the world (Matt. 5:13, 14). He is 
a lso in imminent peril of yielding to 

a no less heinous sin of commission. 
Losing sight of the spiritual character 
of the antithesis can hardly result in 

anything but unspiritual living. It is 
not unusual for a recluse to become 
a profligate. The externalization of 
the antithesis is a mark of sanctimony. 
not of sa.nctity. 

ABSOLUTE, NOT RELATIVE 

The antithesis under discussion has 
been described accurately as radical. 

The difference between the regen
erate and the unregenerate is n ot 
something shallow or superficial. Con
trariwise, it concerns that which is 
deepest in man, his inmost being, the 
basic disposition of his soul - what 
the Bible calls his "eart. In regen
eration the sinner receives a new 
heart. The unregenerate have "hearts 
of stone," the regenerate "hearts of 
flesh" ( Ezck. 36:26). 

Prominent theologians have not 
hesitated to describe the antithesis as 
absolute. That is strong language; in 
the estimation of some, too strong. 
It has been argued that the contrast 
between the regenerate and the un· 
regenerate is less than absolute be
cause they have certain things in com· 
mon; for instance, th e quality of 
humanness. That they have human
ness in common cannot be deni~. 
Man alone of all earthly creatures was 
made in the image of Cod. That 

image constitutes him a human being. 
Now, in the fall it was not entirely 
lost. Vestiges of it remain in the most 
perverse of men. However, the ab
solute character of the fmtithCfis is 
not thus ruled out. If the regcnerate 
and the unregenerate had nothing 
whatever in common, they would not 
even be comparable; and it hardly 
makes sense to speak of the antithesis 
of incomparables. Even Christ and 
Antichrist have something in com
mon. Beyond all reasonable doubt, 
the Antichrist, who is to appear to
ward the end of time, will be a human 
person. Scripture speaks of him as 
"that man of sin" and "the son of per
dition" ( II Thes. 2:3). Christ, too. 
even the ascended Christ. has a hu
man nature. Christ and Antichrist, 
then, have humanness in common. 
But who will deny that the antithesis 
of the two is absolute? Nor may it 
be overlooked that the difference be
tween the image of Cod as it remains 
in all men and the image of Cod as it 
is restored in the regenerate is not 
merely quantitative but decidedly 
qualitative. 

After all, the antithesis of the regen
erate and the unregenerate is that of 
life and death. To be sure, it is not 
the antithesis of physical life and 
physical death. All men, with such 
rare ex(..'Cptions as Enoch and Eli jah 
and the less r are exception of 
those who remain alive at Christ's 
second coming, must experience the 
separation of body and seul. Nor is 
it for the present the antithesis of 
eternal life and eternal de.1.th. The 
regenerate do indeed possess eternal 
life even now, but the unregenerate 
will not be swallowed up by eternal 
death until the day of judgment, and 
in the meantime the living unregen
erate may yet by the grace of Cod 
be born again. But the antithesis is 
that of spiritual life and spiritual 
death. The unregenerate is not as 
sound as Pelagian ism asserts him to 

be. He is not somewhat ill, as Semi
Pelagianism teaches. Nor yet is he 
sick well-nigh unto death, as Ar
minianism would have us believe. He 
is "dead" (Eph. 2:1). That is the 
essence of the Refonncd doctrine of 
total depravity. And the · regenerate 
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is "a I i v c" (Eph. 2:1 ). Certainly, 

there are degrees of sanctification. 
and no saint is fully sanctified in 

this life. It may even be granted 

that the term regeneration can be 
used in the broad sense of sanctifi

cation. Then there are degrees of 

regeneration. But there are no de
grees of regeneration in the sense of 

the instantaneous working of the Holy 

Spirit by which he maKes the hereto

fore dead sinner alive. One is either 

dead or alive. There is no inter
mediate condition, no middle ground. 

It follows that the antithesis is truly 

absolute. 

PERVASIVE, NOT PARTIAL 

"Be ye not unequally yoked to

gether with unbelievers: for what 
fellowship hath righteousness with un

righteousness? and what communion 

hath light with darkness? and what 

concord hath Christ with Belial? or 
what portion hath he that believeth 

with an infidel? and what agreement 

hath the temple of God with idols? 
For ye are the temple of the living 

God; as God hath said, I will dwell 
in them, and walk in them; and I 

will be their God, and they shall be 

my people. Wherefore come out from 
among them, and be ye separate, 

saith the Lord; and touch not the un
clean thing; and I will receive you, 

and will be a Father unto you, and ye 

shall be my sons and daughters, 
suith the Lord Almighty" ( II Cor. 
6,14-18). 

Obviously, tbose verses of Scrip
turc have a most direct bearing on 

the antithesis. But they are often 
misunderstood. They are said to con

demn mixed marriages. Yet there is 
no such reference in the context. At 

most the condemnation of mixed mar

riages is implicit in this passage. It 
is said to rule out practically a1i 

association of believers with unbe

lievers. But that would amount to a 

contradiction of I Corinthians 5:9, 

10. It is said to forbid believers 
to hold membership in the same or

ganization w it h unbelievers. But 

Abraham, the fa ther of believers, en
tered into a defensive league with 

Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre, heathen 
Palestinian chieftains; and Scripture 

does not breathe an inkling of dis-
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approval of that alliance. The mean

ing of 11 Corinthians 6:14-18 is most 

specific. There were in the church 

at Corinth those who had not broken 
completely with paganism. In un

compromising language Paul enjoined 

these to practice complete separation 
from pagan worship. 

Christianity is the one and only 

true religion. All other religions, re

garcUcss of elements of truth contained 
in the m, are false. Exclusiveness 

is of the essence of Christianity. The 

Cod of the Bible is God alone (Ps. 
86:10 ). All other gods are idols. And 

the Christ of Scripture is the only 
Saviour. No man can come to the 

Father but by him (John 14:6), and 
his name is the only one under heaven 

given among men by which they 
must be saved (Acts 4:12). Therefore 
Christians are unqualifiedly forbidden 

to participate in the worship of an

a the r religion, whether paganism, 

Mohammedanism, Judaism, or mod
ernism. 

Hoom is left for numerous contaets 

of the regenerate with the unregen

erate, for various associations, and 
for much co-ope.ration. 

Does it follow that there are areas 

in the lives of the regenerate and the 

unregenerate in which the antithesis 
does not come to expression? That 

question is as important as it is 

pertinent. And the answer to it is 

an emphatic No. According to Scrip. 

ture the antithesis is pervasive. 

Two men - one regenerate, the 

other unregenerate - sit at one board. 

They eat of the same food and drink 

of the same beverage. Are they doing 
identical things? .Cod for b i dl In 

principle the former does his eating 
and drinking, as, indeed, a ll that he 

does, to the glory of Cod (I Cor. 

10:31) . The latter does nothing of 
the kind. 

The same two men attend one 

church. They sit in the same pew. 

They sing the same songs. They 
contribute to the same offering. They 

listen to the same sermon. Are they 

doing the same thing? Far from it. 

The regenerate person is worshipping 

God, however imperfectly. The other 
is merely going through the form of 
worship. 

The same two men are members of 

one politiC-'ll party and on election day 

they cast their ballots for the same 

candidates. Is the antithesis out of 
the picture? Not at all. One is mo

tivated by the fear of Cod, the other 

is not. 

The same two men perform seem

ingly identical works of charity. Is 

the antithesis inoperative? No verily. 

The unregenerate person may well be 

doing that which the Word of God 
calls "good." It is altogether possible 
that he is manifesting "love" for his 

neighbor. Did not Jesus teach that 
even sinners love those that love 

them and do good to those that do 

good to them (Luke 6:32, 33)? But 

he is doing only what has come to be 
denominated civic good. He is in

capable of perfonning spiritual good, 
w 11 i e h the Heidelberg Catechism 

aptly defines as works "which are 

done from true faith, according to the 
law of God and to his glory" (Lord's 

Day XXXIII, Answer 91). He is not 

motivated by love for God. And be
cause bis love for his neighbor does 

not spring from love for God it does 
not meet the demand of Cod's law. 

The regenerate person, on the other 

hand, is prompted by faith in Cod 
and love for God. In consequence he 
performs spiritual good. It differs 

qualitatively from the good done by 

his unregenerate fellow. 

The same two men sin, for "there 

is no man that sinneth not" ( I Kings 

8:46) and the best of Cod's children 

offend in many things (Jas. 3:2). 

Surely, at this point the antithesis 
would seem to be inactive. The truth 

of the matter is Umt even here it 

asserts itself vigorously. Whatever 

sin he may commit, the regenerate 
person always sins against his will. 

He, and he alone, can say with Paul: 
"The good that I would 1 do not: but 
the evil which I would not, that I do. 

Now if I do that I would not, it is no 

more I that do it, but sin which 
dwelleth in me" ( Rom. 7: 19, 20 ). 

Even the sinning of the regenerate 

man differs essentially from that of 
the unregenerate man. 

How can the antithesis help being 

pervasive? As has been said, it is 
radical. It is a matter of the heart. 
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The unregenerate are controlled in aU 
that they do by ilearts of stone." 
The regenerate are dominated in all 
that they do by "hearts of flesh." And 
from the heart are "the issues of life" 
( Prov.4:23 ). A man's heart is what 
he is. And as a man is. so he thinks 
and feels and wills. What he is af
fects every function of his soul. "If 
any man be in Christ. he is a new 
creature : old things are passcd away; 
behold. all things are become new" 
(11 Cor. 5:17). Meyer comments: 
"The old, the pre-Christian naturc 
and life, the prc-Christian spiritual 
constitution of man. is passed (l(1,){I1); 

behold the whole - the whole state of 
man's per son a I life - has become 
flCW." 

ACTIVE, NOT PASSIVE 

An antithesis may be passive. The 
peaceful co-existence of white and 
black is altogether possible. But such 
is not the antithesis u n d e r con
sideration. It resembles the antithesis 
of light and darkness. They are at 
odds wit h each other. Darkness 
would drive out light; light would 
dispel darkness. Scripture te lls us 
that the regenerate and the unregen
erate are at "'enmity" with eneh other 
(Cen. 3 :15 ). In short. this antithesis 
is active. 

That the unregenerate are active in 
their opposition to the regenerate is 
a frequent and emphatic teaching of 
Holy Writ. Throughout history the 
serpent and his seed have been bruis
ing the heel of the woman's seed. 
Cain killed Abel. T he Egyptians 
cruelly oppressed God's covenant peo
ple. The heathen nations were bent 
on destroying Israel. That activity 
reached its climax when the world, a 
worldly church included. crucified the 
Christ. But the world's hatred was 
not burned out on that occasion. 
Christ's disciples have experienced it 

throughout the ages. Said Jesus: "If 
ye were of the world, the world would 
love his own: but because ye are not 
of the world. but I have chosen you 
out of the world, therefore the world 
hateth you. Remember the word that 
1 said tUltO you. The servant is not 
greater than his lord. If they have 

persecuted me, they will also per· 
sceute you" (John 15:19. 20). 

The nttitude of the regenerate to 
the unregenerate is quite different 
from that of the unregenerate to the 
regenerate. The unregenerate hate 
the regenerate; the regenerate love 
the unregenera te. That difference is 
a striking manifestation of the antith
esis. As Cod loves his enemies. so 
Cod's children love their enemies, 
albeit imperfectly ( Matt. 5:43-48). 
They pray for their persecutors as 
Jesus prayed for tllOse who were 
nailing him to the cross ( Luke 23: 
34) and as Stephen prayed fOl' those 
who were stoning him to death (Acts 
7:60). And by proclaiming to them 
the gospel of the grace of Cod they 
seek to persuade them to believe on 
the Saviour. In Christ's stead they 
pray ·them to be reconciled to Cod 
( Il Co," 5,20). 

That is not the entire picture. The 

regenerate also oppose the unregen
erate. They condemn their evil works. 
They denounce their proud words. 
They would thwart their wicked de
signs. And, paradoxical as it mny be, 
when the unregenerate blatantly defy 
the Most High and brazenl y give 
vent to their hatred of him. the regen
erate are constrained by their very 
love for Cod to exclaim: "'00 not I 
hnte them. 0 wrd, that hate thee? 
and am 1 not grieved with those that 
rise up against thee? I hate them with 
perfect hatred: I count them mine 
enemies" (Ps. 139:21, 22). And that 
note is heard not merely in a few 
so-called imprecatory Psalms, but it 
sounds forth clearly throughout the 
Book of Psalms, in the woes pro

nounced by the Son of Cod. in the 
anathemas of inspired Paul, and in 
the loud cry of "the souls of them that 
were slain for the word of Cod and 
for the testimony which they held," 
issuing from under the altar in heav
en: "How long. 0 Lord. holy and 
true, dost thou not judge and avenge 
our blood on them that dwell on the 
e.'lrth?" (Hev. 6:9, 10) 

CONQUEST, NOT fLIGHT 

The antithesis is spiritual, not spa
tial. For that reason world flight 
must be condemned. There is an

other reason. The antithesis must 
issue, and will. in conquest of the 
world, and flight can hardly result 
in conquest. 

Two stories from Creek mythology 
illustrate rather well the differencc 
between world flight and world con
quest. A certain island was inhabited 
by Sirens, creatures that were half 
woman and half bird. So a ll uring 
was their song that any mariners who 
came wit hin hearing distance were 
irresistibly drawn to the island. But 
no sooner did they set foot all shore 
than the Sirens would te.'ll' them in 
pieces and devour them. Odysseus' 
ship was about to cnte.· the danger 
zone. Aware of the peril besetting 
him and his crew, he stopped their 
ears with wax and hnd them bind 
him firml y to the mast with strict 

orders to pay no heed to his pleading 
for relense. Those measures resem
bled world flight. Orpheus and his 
Argonnuts. too, ne.'lroo the island of 
the Sirens, and he also was aware of 
imminent peril . But he took an al
together diffcrent measu re to insure 
the safety of his men and himself. 
Playi ng on his lyre, he made music 
of such superior charm that none 
gave the slightest heed to the song 
of the Sirens. That resembled world 

conquest. 

Let not Cod's people think that 
they have discharged their duty when 
they have stopped their ears to the 
temptations of the world. What they 
must do is to drown out the voice of 
the tempter by singing the songs of 
Zion. In other words, they must 
crowd out evil from their lives by the 
doing of good. And. to go far beyond 
our illustration. they must declare the 
gospel of the grace of Cod to the four 
corners of the earth in order that sin
ners from every kindred and tongue 
nnd people and nation may be won 
for Christ and brought into the fold 
of his church. That is a most impor
tan t aspect of world conquest. Yet 
it is not the whole of it. 

The apostle John said: "This is the 
victory that overcometh the world, 
even our faith" ( I John 5:4). The 
eleventh chapter of Hebrews presents 
a long list of such as overcame the 
world by fai th. Those overcame who 

TORCH and TRUMPET, May.June, 1959 



through fa i t h subdued kingdoms, 

wrought righteousness, 0 b t a i ned 

promises, stopped ,the mouths of 

lions, quenched the violence of fire, 
escaped the edge of the sword, waxed 

valiant in fight, turned to flight the 
armies of aliens (vv. 33, 34). But 

unbelievable though it may seem, 

they also overcame who were tor· 

tured, not accepting deliverance, had 

trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, 
yea, of bonds and imprisonment, were 

stoned, were sawn asunder, were 
slain with the sword, and wandered 

in deserts and in mountains, in dens 
and caves of the earth (vv. 35-38). 

For in all these things they were more 

than conquerors through him that 
loved them (Rom. 8:37). 

An amazing teaching of Scripture 
is that believers are owners of all 
things . Paul wrote to the Christians 

in wealthy Corinth : "Whether Paul, 

or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, 

or life, or death, or things present, 

or things to come: all arc yours" (I 
Cor. 3:22). In "all" the products of 

the common grace of Cod are in

cluded; for example, Greek art, Ro

man law, the learning of the ancient 

wa r I d, English literature, modern 
science. To be sure, believers are 

warned not to use the world to the 
fu ll because its fashion passes away 

(I Cor. 7:31 ASV ) . Yet it belongs to 

the regenerate in a senso in which it 

does not belong to the unregenerate. 
This is their Father's world and 

therefore theirs. They are to use 
radio, television, aeronautics, atomic 

energy, and countless other things to 

the glory of God and his Christ. That, 

too, is a phase of world conquest. 
Cod gave Christ to the church that 

he might be head over the church, to 
be sure, but also over aU things (Eph. 

1:22). The kingship of Christ over 

all things must be proclaimed by the 

church. It must demand of men 
everywhere that they acknowledge 

Christ as king over every domain of 

life. The regenerate must declare a 

Christian view of the whole of life 

and all of the world. They must insist 

on Christian education, C h r i s t i an 
science, Christian art, Christian cul

ture, Christian relations bet wee n 

labor and industry, Christian politics, 
Christian internationalism, a Christian 

society as well as a Christian church. 

And whether today and tomorrow 

men hear or forbear, one day all 
things will be subdued u n to the 

Christ (1 Cor. 15: 27); at the name 

of Jesus every knee will bow, of 
things in heaven, and things in earth, 

and things ullder the earth; and evcry 

tongue will confess that Jesus Christ 
is Lord (Phil. 2:10, ll ); great voices 

in heaven will sing: "The kingdoms 
of this world arc become the king

doms of our Lord, and of his Christ; 

and he shall reign for ever and ever" 
( Rev. IUS) . 

TIMEtY TOPICS 

(J1Wied~d 

THE WELFARE STATE 

HENRY J . KUIPER 

I T IS a matter of common knowledge 

that many of the governments of 

Europe, even among those outside of 
the orbit of Communism, are more or 

1e.'>S socialistic. 

Socialism is the public ownership 

of all or many of the means of pro

duction, transportation, and communi· 

cation. 

In today's complex world practi

cally all socialism is state socialism. 

Except in very small groups, which 
voluntarily organize to havc land, its 

products, and the means of produc· 

tion in common, public ownership is 

bound to mean ownership by the 

state since only the state can repre
sent all the people. 
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There are countries today which 

have introduced only a limited num

ber of socialistic measures so that 
private enterprise still controls the 

economic life of the people to a large 
extent. This applies, for example, to 

tho United States, though not a few 

of its political leaders labor unceas
ingly to widen the sphere of govern

ment control and regulation in the 

areas of agriculture and industry. 

Underlying tlus trend to establish a 
Welfare State is the socialistic philos

ophy that the state is responsible for 
the economic welfare of all its citi

zens - a philosophy for which no 

basis can be found in what the Scrip
ture teaches about the limited func

tions and powers of the state. 

For the sake of guaranteeing eco

nomic security to its citizens the state 
must severely curtail their economic 

freedom. Having no financial re

sources of its own, it levels increas
ingly high taxes to regulate and even 

operate some of the economic insti

tutions of the country, but at a much 

higher cost than would be needed 
by free enterprise. 

In Europe the \Velfare State was 

introduced earlier and has a wider 
scope than in our country with its 

t raditional emphasis on free enter

prise. Even in the Netherlands, whose 

citizens are characterized by a pas
sionate love of freedom, state con

trol has grown apace and now has a 

stranglehold on tlle nation's economic 
life. Originally the several Christian 

political parties were strongly op

posed to the measures proposed by 

the socialists. They stressed personal 
responsibility and freedom. But as 

welfarism increased in popularity, he

cause it brought a larger measure of 
economic security to the masses, even 

the very conservative Anti-revolution

ary Party yielded to the seductive 

power of Statism. Today its platform 

,even 



is to a great extent identical with that 

of the Labor Party ( Partij Van Den 

Arbeid ). It is significant that the 
former party, .whose founder a II d 

greatest exponent, Dr. Abraham Kuy

per, once was the prime minister of 
the Netherlands, has suffered grie

vous losses in the Dutch ParUament. 

Whether its decline was due to the 

popularity of the publie welfare meas

ures or to its loss of -Christian dis

tinctiveness, we are not prepared to 
say. Probably both factors account 

for its loss of support. 

AN OPPOSITION MOVEMENT 

Happi ly, a reform movement is 

taking shape within the Anti-revolu
tionary Party. Its proponents protest 

vigorously against the gradual sur
render, by the Calvinistic element of 

the nation, to the wiles of State wel

fari sm. We do not know how large a 

group of voters it represents nor how 

great the influence is which it exerts; 
but we do know that it is giving a 

good account of its principles and its 

goals. Its leader is a certain Dr. A. 

Seegers and its organ is called "Tot 
Vrijheid Ceroepen" (Called to Free

dom ). It is a 14-page periodical, 

published monthly by the Johannes 

Althusius Foundation, and has the 
fo llowing staff: Mr. W. Beernink of 

Dordtrecht, Jhr. W. de Savornin Loh

man of Arnhem, Dr. A. Zeegers of 
Amsterdam, and Mr. M. A. van Wyn

guarden, a lso of Amsterdam. The 
address of the administration is Gijs

bert Japicxstraat 2, Lecuwarden. The 

subscription price is 2 Vz guilders 
(only about 65 cents in our money). 

A SPEECH BY DR. BONDA 

The December, 1958, issue of "Tot 

Vrijheid Geroepen" featured a speech 

by Dr. Bonda on "Our Attitude To

ward Socialism." We quote the fol

lowing from his address ( translated ): 
'When we speak about our attitude 

toward Socialism, we do not mean our 

nttitude over against a doctrinaire sys

tem, for that has a sufficient number 

of fiery o pp onen t~. But we do refer 
to our attitude toward thc tendencies 

in our society to a state with a social

istic bent. 

"As a creeping inflation is danger

ous because one does not notice it at 

the moment, so also a creeping social

ism presents great perils for the de
velopment of society. Every revolu

tion or radical, vital social change is 
preceded by a ferment of the spirits. 

If no contrary action is called into 

being which exorcises the spirits, we 

are confronted with an accomplished 
fact. 

"By opening the prospect of a wel

fare state they know how to attract 

the masses. Besides being drawn by 
envy and a deep consciousness that 

much injustice is bei ng perpetrated 

on the earth, people are allured by 

socialistic ideas which present beauti
ful promises of a better social struc
ture. This is all the more potent when 

people fec I that they are dealt with 

unjustly by those who have a higher 

income. That which captivates them 

most is when a higher plane of wel

fa re can be reached without price, 
without risk, and without special ef

fort. A means to this end is seen in 

nationalization or soc i a liz a t i o n 

through which the so-craUed welfare 

is thrown into our laps. This puts US 

right in the middle of the problem 

of increasing nationalization, as prop
agated by the Labor Party." 

"DIRIGISM" 

The Dutch name for the politico

economic movement which we call 
welfarism, or statism, is "dirigisme", 

which may be translated: direction

ism. It refers of course to the trend 

and movement which wants to let 
the state give direction to and exercise 

control over many of the facets, or 

phases, of the economic life of the 

country. 

Recently a special brochure, enti
tled "Van Kuyper Tot Keynes" (From 

Kuyper to Keynes), written by Dr. 

Zeegers, was published by the afore

mentioned Foundation. The sub-title 
( translated ) reads: The Anti-revolu

tionary Party on tile dirigistic path of 

error. The writer says: UWe have 
repeatedly stated that the Christian 

parties have loudly expressed tlleir 

aversion to socialism but in practicc 
they have allowed themselves to be 
hitched to the wagon of the Labor 

Party; they have no politics of their 

own, aod are satisfied with applying 
the brakes." 

By means of a comparison of the 

Anti-revolutionary Party's platforms 
of 1946, 1948, 1952, and 1956, the 

writer seeks to show that it has grad

ually set its foot on the dirigistic path 
of error ("doolweg" ). A second chap

ter is entitled: "'Justice and Freedom 

in Bonds." Chapter Three bears the 
title: "The Origin of the New Ideas." 

The qllestion is raised whether these 

ideas arc the fruit of a new study of 
what the gospel teaches. The answer 

is not an affirmative one. 

The writer points to the English 

economist Lord Keynes whose theor
ies, by the way, found much support 

in our own country, especially in the 

great depression of the thirties. Key

nes defended the idea that it is the 
task of the state to provide complete 

employment, especially in a period 

of widespread unemployment. He 
was not concerned about the finan

cial consequences and approved n 

certain amount of inflation. Those 

ideas wcre intended to be introduced 

only in n time of financial depression, 

but in tho Netherlands, says Zeegers, 
they were applied when there was no 

depression. He quotes the Gennan 

author Hopke as saying in a recent 
book that it was Keynes who sowed 

the seed out of which the evil of in

flation is arising everywhere today. 

"DIRIGISM" SPAWNS DICTATORSHIPS 

A fo llowing chapter has the cap

tion: "The Anti-revolutionary Party 
Hit in Its Main Artery." Abraham 

Kuyper, its leader, defended the slo

gan: "Limit state interference!" That 
is; Let the government reduce its 

needs to the smallest possible dimen

sions, and let individuals and cor
porations do all they can to promote 

prosperityl That was said in 1879. 

In 1917, about 40 years later, Kuyper 
maintained this standpoint when he 

vvrote his Anti-reooiutiolUJry Politics. 

Twenty years later Colyn, Calvinist 
prime mi nister, still defended that 

principle. But today the Anti-revolu

tionary Party has virtually surren

dered it. 
The writer also calls attention to 
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the fact that Keynes declared his 

system to fit in with the totalitarian, 

rather than the democratic, form of 

government. DictatOIial powers are 

needed if the government is going 
to regulate the e(.'onomy. In detail Zee-

gers  delineates  the  manner  in which 
the  application  of  that  principle  has 

led  to  the  loss  or  restriction  of  con-

stitutional  rights.  Devaluation  of  the 

currency,  inflation,  rentcontrol,  price 

control, black wages  ( "zwarte loonen"-
wages  exceeding  the  legal  limit ),  the 

stifling  of. initiative  in  business,  the 
growing influence of pressure  groups, 

and  other  manifestations  of  govern-

ment  interference  in  economic  mat-

ters,  are  discussed  in  detail.  Zeegers 
writes:  "The  dictatorial  element  in 
dirigism  eats  away.  There  is  even 

an  ecclesiastical  dirigism  which  con-
flicts  nO  less  with  the  Reformation 

idea  of  freedom  than  political  diri-
gism» 

A  PLEA  FOR "CHRISTIAN  LIBERALISM" 

In  a  following  chapter Dr.  Zeegers 

outlines  in  a  general  wayan  econ-

omic  program  which  he  calls  Chris

tian liberalism. In  a  significant  in-
troductory  remark  he  observes  that 

many  people  desire  spiritual  and 

political  freedom  but  not  economic 

freedom.  But experience teaches  that 

such  a  combination  is  impossible. 

Those  who  lay  the  axe  at  the  root 
of  economic  freedom  will  arrive,  by 

way  of  the  destruction  of  political 
freedom,  at  the  death  of  spiritual 

liberty  which is but another way of 
saying  that  when  the  state  claims 

authority  over  certain  areas  of  life 

which  are  outside  of  its  proper  do-
main it will not hesitate in  the end  to 

fasten  its  tentacles  even  on  religion 
and  the church. 

Zeegers  pleads  for  the  restoration 

of  the  right  and  honor  of  private 

property,  sou n d  money  (through 
resolute  war  against  inflation ),  the 

law of  supply  and demand,  the stim-

ulation  of  business  capital,  the  aboli-
tion  of  rent  control,  and  particularly 
a  strict  limitation  of  the  national 

budget.  Happily,  we  add,  there  are 

also  in  ollr  own  land  many  leaders 

who  plead  for  the  pursuit  of  these 
same objectives  because  they  see  the 

peril  of  the  Welfare  State.  In  this 
connection  Zeegers  quotes  a  state-

ment  by Colyn:  "The  state  is  as  poor 

as  a  church  mouse.  It has  nothing 

of  its  own.  The  money  which  it  has 
at  its  disposal  must  first  come out of 

your  pocket."  Would  this  were  un-

derstood  by all  Americans! 
It is hardly necessary to point to the 

Significance which  all  this  has for  the 

United  States.  We  have  the  same 
problems  which  trouble  the  nations 

of  Europe,  though  in  our  case  they 

may be a  bit less  acute.  The trend to 
socialism  is  worldwide.  To  be  sure, 

there  must be in  this  complex  society 
of  our  day  a  larger  measure  of  reg-

ulation  by  the  state  of  our  economic 
life  than  in  a  former  agc.  But  such 

regulation  should  not  go  beyond  the 

prevention  and  punishment  of  injus· 
tice, dishonesty, and oppression, while 

no  projects  of  an  economic  nature 

should  be undertaken  by  the  govern· 
ment except  those  which  it alone  can 

manage  properly.  It should  not stifle 

private  initiative,  penalize  thrift,  or 

suppress  the liberties  of  the citizens. 
There  is  not  the  slightest  basis  in 

what  the  Bible  teaches  about  the 
proper  task  of  the  state  to  justify 

the  modern  trend  to  an  almost  un-
limited  expansion  of  governmental 

interference  with  the  economic  life 

of  the nation. 
Those who  are  interested  in  know-

ing  more  about  the  movement  in  the 

Netherlands  to  break  the fetters  of  a 

ubiquitous,  everywhere  present  and 
allpowerful  government,  and  who 

can  read  the  Dutch,  should  send  for 

sample  copies  of  "Tot  Vrijheid  Ge-
roepen»;  or,  better  still,  send  in  their 

subscription  to  the address mentioned 
above. 

The  Importance  of Pentecost  

I F  PENTECOST DID  NOT fall  on 

Sunday,  the  service  to  commem-

orate  the  Spirit's  coming would likely 

be  poorly  attended.  When  the  Son 
comes  into  the  world  the  church  re-

joices  because  it  realizes  that  its  re-
demption must come from him.  How-

ever,  when  the  Spirit  is  poured  out 

the  church  scarcely  realizes  the  im-

portance  of  the  occasion.  Even  the 

world  has  its  own  celebration  of 
Christmas  but  is  not  aware  that  the 

Spirit has  been poured out.  At Christ-

mas  the r e  is  something  tangible. 

There  is  a babe, a  manger, shepherds, 
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and  even  angels.  On  Pentecost  there 
is none of these. 

The  disciples  of  our  Lord  did  not 

look forward  to  this  day.  They would 

much  prefer to  keep Jesus  with  them. 
They  knew  him.  They  rejoiced  in 

his  presence.  The  Spirit  was  still  a 

stranger.  Could  the  Spirit  ever  take 
Christ's place?  They doubted  it.  Yet, 

Jesus  emphasized  the  fact  that  it 

would  be  profitable  for  them  if he 

left  so  that  the  Spirit  might  come. 
They  rejoiced  in  the  presence  of 

Christ and rightly so.  However,  there 

w ere  certain  things  lacking  while 

Jesus  was  with  them  which  only  the 

Spirit  could  supply.  Christ is  Imman-
uel God  with  us.  When  the  Spirit 

comes it will be:  God in us.  Therefore 
it  is  profitable for  you  that I  leave. 

When Pentecost comes the disciples 

are  immediately  collvineed  of  the 
truth of Jesus' words.  What a changel 

Christ had already changed their lives. 

He  had  called  them  fro m  their 
nets  to  bee 0 m e  fishers  of  men. 

They had preached  the  Gospel  of the 

Kingdom  and  had  wrought  miracles 
in  the  name  of  their  Lord.  It was  a 

won d e r f u I experience.  They had 

nine 



learned much sitting at the feet of 

Jesus. But, there were still many 
questions. Much of his teaching was 

a riddle to them. T he Spirit changes 

them much more radically. They be-
come  new creatures. 

Almost  immediately  after  the  out-

pouring  of  the  Spirit  on  the  day  of 

Pentecost  we  he a I' Peter  preach. 

Where  is  the  former  fear?  Where  is 
the  former  ignorance  of  the  ways  of 

God?  He  preaches  the  word  with 

power.  He  not  only  quotes  but  in-
terprets  prophecy.  All  the prophecies 

point to Jesus.  This unschooled fisher-

man  holds  Jerusalem  spellbound. 
Pentecost  has  made a  greater  change 

in  one  hour  than  Jesus'  ministry  of 

three years. 

During  Christ's  earthly ministry  an 
individual  would  believe  here  and 

another  individual  would  follow  him 

there.  The  believers  were  few.  Just 

before  Pentecost  one  hundred  and 
twenty believers  were  together.  After 

the  resurrection  Jesus  had  appeared 

to  five  hundred  disciples  in  Calilee. 

Were there many more? It is doubtful 
Peter preaches one sermon  on  the day 

of  Pentecost  and  no  less  than  three 

thousand  are  added  to  the  number 
of  believers.  Ilel1tecost  had  changed 

the  preacher  but  it  had  also  changed 

his  audience.  Yes, says  Jesus,  it  is 

profitable  for  you  that I  leave. 

Pentecost  is  not only  a  New Testa-

ment  holiday;  it  was  also  celebra-

ted  during Old Testament days .  This 
fact  brings the Jews together  from the 
various  parts  of  the  world.  It was 

an  important  feast  day.  It was  really 

the  Thanksgiving  Day  for  the  Jews. 

It  was  one  of  the  three annual  feasts 
when all the male members of the con-

gregation of Israel were  to appear be-

fore  the  Lord.  The  Old  Testament 

Jews  brought  th e i r  offerings  to 
Jehovah  on  this  day  in  gratitude  for 

the  harvest  he  had  given.  What  a 

Thanksgiving  Day  the  New  Testa-

ment  Pentecost  has  becomel  The 

sheaves  brought  into  the  storehouse 

of  God  on  the  first  New  Testament 

Pentecost  are  of  far  more  value  than 

those  brought formerly. 

Jesus  informed  his  disciples  before 
his  death  that  when  the  Spirit  came 

he  would  lead  them  into  all  truth. 

He would also bring the words spoken 

by Christ to  their  remem brance.  Even 

at  the time just prior to  the ascension 
the  disciples  do  not  understand  the 

nature  of  Christ's  Kingdom.  They 

are  still  puzzled  by  the  crucifixion 
and  resurrection  of  their  Lord.  But, 
that  is  past.  ',,"Vilt  thou  now  restore 

the  kingdom  to  Israel?"  Pentecost 

changes  the  whole  outlook  of  the 

disciples.  Peter  now  preaches  the 
"must"  which  Christ  made  known  to 

the  two  walking  to  Emmaus.  The 

Spirit  causes  them  to  understand  the 

gospel. 

That  the Spirit  will  lead  his  people 

into  all  truth  is  natural.  The  word of 
Cod  has  been  given  by  the  inspira-

tion  of the  Spirit.  The Spirit  is  there-
fore  the  Author  of  that  word.  How 

shall  anyone  ever  understand  that 
word  if  the  Spirit  does  not  dwell 

within  him?  The  word  remains  a 

dead  letter  to  those  who  do  not  have 

the  Spirit  of  God .  After  Pentecost 

the  Spirit  dwells  within  the  hearts 
of his own.  The word speaks  to  them 

and  the  Spirit  witnesses  within  them. 

For  them it is  the word  of  life. There-

fore prayer  and the study of the word 

must  always  go  together.  He  will 
lead  you  into  all  truth. 

The work performed by Christ dur-

ing his  earthly  ministry does  not  seem 

to  be very  effective  when  we  view  i t 

in  the light of the  infl uence it  had on 

the  lives  of the disciples.  They  loved 
him.  It was  the  greatest  influence 

ever exerted  on  them.  Yet,  it was  not 
the  transformation  of  life  which  is 

necessary  for  the  believer.  Their  re-
demption  was  wrought but  they  did-

n't  understand  it.  The  Spirit  is  now 

come  to  make  Christ's  work  effective 
in  the  hearts  of  his  people.  He  will 

reveal  to  them  how great  their misery 

is;  he  will  cause  them  to  know  the 
only  way  of  redemption;  and  he  will 

cause  their  hearts  to  overllow  with 

gratitude  for  that  salvation.  Sorrow 

fills  their hearts  when Jesus  tells  them 
he  will  leave.  They  cannot  endure 

the  thought  of  separation  from  him. 

But,  the  Spirit  will  bind  them  much 

closer  to  Christ  than  they  have  ever 
been  before.  1 n  every  way  it  will  be 

profitable  for  you  that  I  go  away  so 

that  the  Spirit  lllay  come. 

That  first  Pentecost  of  the  New 

T es t a m en t  was  accompanied  by 

strange  phenomena.  Sound  as  of  a 

rushing  mighty  wind  and  tongues  as 
of fire. Various miracles were wrought 

by  the  Apostles.  They  spoke  in 
strange  languages.  These phenomena 

ended  when  the  revelation  was  com-
plete.  However,  though  these  special 

gi ft"  are  no  longer  present,  the  im-

portance  of  Pentecost  for  today  is 

great. 
If today's preaching of  the gospel  is 

Spiritfillcd,  it  will  be  a  mighty 

power.  It will  convict  the  hearts  of 

sinners.  It will  turn  the world  upside 
UOWlJ .  If God's people are  filled  with 

that  same  Spiri t  they  will  be  knit 

together  into  one  body.  Thcy  will 
then  be a  mighty  band  of  witnesses. 

Pentecost  has  introduced  a  tremen-

dous  change.  The  church,  as  we 

know  it,  was  born  on  that  day.  It 

was  indeed profitable for  the believers 
that  Jesus  left  the  earthly  scene 

that  he  might  send  his  Spirit.  The 
importance  of  Pentecost  cannot  be 

overemphasized. 
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JOHN CALVIN WAS such an un
usual genius that his contributions 

to the progress of the Christian faith 
and the Christian church are of ex
traordinary value even after four 
centuries. For that reason what he 

did in Geneva is highly stimulating 

to contemporary thinking. 
Geneva as a place of Jabor was fur 

from his thought when, one night in 
1536, he stopped over there on his 

way to Basel from Paris. It was then 
a city of about 13,000 inhabitants, 

located at the western end of Lac 

Leman in Switzerland. Having re

cently gained its independence from 

the duchy of Savoy, it had been 
gradually won for the Reformation 
point of view by an older reformer, 

William Farcl. Farcl had strongly 
influenced local legislation and the 

laws against blasphemy, dicing, and 
card games were strict. Calvin was 

told by Farel that his assistance in 

Geneva was imperative, that he would 

be going against God not to accept 
the invitation. 

The first edition of Calvin's Insti

t1ltes had already been published, 

but Calvin was not yet a famous man. 

Twenty-seven years of age, he was 

put on the Genevan payroll anony
mously as "that Frenchman." There 

was a definite and innate modesty 

about him, but he had firm convic

tions and wanted the people of Cen
eva really to understand the Christian 

faith. So he set about getting down 
in written form two things: the meth

ods by which the people might be 
trained and the con tent of the faith 
to which they were now committed. 

Systematic instruction of children 

and systematic discipline of adults 
under the direction of the civil 

government were a part of his for

mula. He put the content of the in
struction into a little book which was 

a sort of resume of the Institutes. An 

edition of it in English was published 
in 1949 under the title Instruction in 
Faith. 

CIVil AUTHORITY 

Calvin was on the right track in 
insistiJlg that the (,:ontent of the faith 

be presented clearly in writing. He 
was not yet as clearly convinced of 
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AS A REFORMER IN GENEVA 
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the fact that the faith cannot be im

posed by measures taken by the civil 

authorities. lnspcctors of the state 
were appointed to watch over morals 

and report to the ministers. Every 

citizen was expected 10 make a public 

confession of his faith. Calvin was 

surprised that there was not more 
warmth and ardor in Christian devo

tion under this system. He seems 

not to have recognized that when the 

state was exceeding its divinely ap

pointed function by attempting to en

force spiritua l discipline it was to be 

expected that there would be opposi
tion rather than Christian joy. A 

warm Christian fa ith is ignited in the 

heart by the Holy Spirit, working 
sovereignly without civil compulsion. 

At t his period Calvin's temper, 

which he later controlled very effec

tively, was liable to sudden outbursts 
of anger. Yet Calvin was on the right 

track. The Genevan church was not 

as subservient to the state as were 
many others in Switzerland and else

where. Calvin had already pointed 

out that the Bible was the sole author
ity for Christian living, and he wished 

everything to conform to its standards. 

Less than two years after Calvin 
began his work ill Geneva he, \vith 

Farel, was ordered out of the city by 

the magistrates and forced to leave. 

What had happened? Of course, 

there is always opposition to truth, 
hut in this case it became very violent. 

1 think it must be said that the im

position of standards conformabl e to 

the Bible upon a people may be un

dertaken for the state only with the 
free consent of the sovereign whom 

the citizens ael.:nowledge. In Geneva 

the sovereign was the citizens them

selves. At the elections prior to Cal
vin's banishment the majority had 

shown themselves hosti le to Calvin. 
Is there any explanation? Unregen

erate men will not willingly obey 

biblical discipline, and there 'appear 

to have been many in that category 
in Geneva. There was also, however, 

an encouraging element in the explan
ation. Part of the opposition arose 

from Ca lvin's refusal to allow the 

civil authority to determine what the 

elements of public worship in Geneva 

should be. Here he is making prog
ress toward the desired end of a 

free church in a free state. These two 

institutioos are both of divine origin. 
They can work together harmoniously 

only when each one confi nes itself to 

the functions entrusted to it and does 
not interfere with or attempt to dom 

inate the other. 

CALVIN IN STRASBOURG 

For three years after his exile Cal

vin lived in Strasbourg. J t was a most 

important period in his life. Perhaps 
he learned more here about the way 

in which a church may be rcfonned 

than he had learned in all his previous 
life. There were a number of able 

Protestant leaders and statesmen in 

the city. Several experiments in 
church government, in public wor

ship, in education were under way. 

He taught boys, he became pastor of 

a church of French-speaking refugees, 
he lectured, and he observed and 

thought. He was in close touch with 
Lutheran ideas and with Lutheran 

leaders like Melanchthon. His writing 

began to have a broader range and 

sweep, to be more closely oriented to 
the immediate problems of the day. 

I n the meantime, Cenevan affairs 

fell into great confusion for the lack 
of leaders of ability, and it became 

apparent to the Genevan councillors 

that the best way to bring back unity 

and order was to restore Calvin to 
his post. It was a decision that the 

councillors took more speedily than 

Calvin was able to make his deciSion 



to accept the invitation to return. He 

admired the Strasbourg administra

tion. He genuinely disliked the re

sponsibility for 1e.'1ding the turbulent 
Genevan situation. But he concluded 

that it was his duty before God to 
return to Geneva. 

BACK IN GENEVA 

In September 1541 he did so. Im

mediately he began to put into ap
plication the convictions which had 
matured in Strasbourg. On the very 

day of his arrival a committee was 

appointed to draw up the basic 

scheme of government for the Gen

evan church. In addition to the fonn 
of government, a new liturgy was 

prepared. Calvin also set to work at 
once on an entirely different cate

chism from the book he had used 
earlier. He advised a committee from 

the civil government about a revision 

of the city laws. Obviously Calvin 

believed that a sound church needed 
a sound foundation, a clearly enun

ciated set of principles, to make its 

development healthy. This is in direct 
conflict with the idea of b'usting to 

the inspiration of the moment. 

The governmental system of the 

church is interesting. The ordained 
officers were hvo, the minister and 

the teacher. The latter cared partic
ularly for doc t r ina I instruction. 

Neither was chosen by direct vote of 

the people. 
There were nvo unordained church 

officers, the elder and the deacon. 

They were elected by the civil govern
ment and paid by the civil authorities. 

Various councils and courts were 

made up of these officers for different 
functions. The Congregation was a 

meeting of the ministers held once a 

week for a discussion of Scripture, 
which was open to the public. The 

COnsMtory also met once a week. It 

was made up of the ministers and the 

elders, and was concerned primarily 

with diSciplinary questions. The pre
siding officer was an elder. Since 

the elders were drawn from the vari

ous civil councils they were only in

directly elected by the people. 
The broad outlines of Calvin's 

scheme here form an excellent pat
tern for the church. But it was a 

twelve 

pattern that left much still to be im

proved. The elders were not ordained. 
Their pas i t ion was not in accord 

with the Scriptural teaching concern

ing the parity of the teaching and 
ruling elder. They represented the 

civil government primarily. They had 
little to do with the maintenance or 

safeguarding of doctrine except when 

there was a conflict behveen the min

isters. The minister was not elected 

by the pcople, though he received 
popular approval after selection by 

his fellow ministers and the members 
of the civil Little Council. The dea

con was also selected by the civil 

authorities rather than directly by 

the people. 
Disciplinary decisions of the Co~ 

sistory were enforced by the civil 
authorities. This confusion of spirit

ua l and civil functions was one of 

the most dangerous legacies of the 

medieval period which had not yet 

been overcome. There was also a 

provision that irreconcilable doctrinal 
division between the ministers be ap

pealed first to the elders and then to 

the Little Counci l, a civil body. 

WORSHIP SERVICES 

The services for worship in Calvin's 

Geneva were more frequent by far 

than is customary today. In most of 

the churches there were three ser· 
mons on Sunday and three during 

the week. Before Calvin's death the 

week-day sermons were increased to 
one a day. Calvin's own habit in 

preaciling was to preach on the Old 

Testament during the week and from 
the New Testament, and occasionally 

the Psalms, on Sunday. His ideal 

was to celebrate the Supper weekly, 
but the civil magistrate would not 

permit it more often than quarterly. 

Marriages were performed just before 
the worship service. 

The service of public worship was 

carefully ordered. Its elements were: 
the Invocation, a General Confession, 

Psalm, Prayer, Psalm, Scripture, Ser

mon, Prayer with the Lord's Prayer, 
Creed or Psalm, the Benediction. Un

inspired hymns appear to have re

placed the psalm occasionally. The 
psalms were metrical versions, sung 

rather than recited. As in the medie

val service they were not accom

panied by any instrument. Calvin 

was particularly anxious to encourage 

as general a congregational participa

tion as possible in the service. 
The new catechism which he wrote 

upon rus return from Strasbourg was 

quite different from the earlier one. 
It was to be a doctrinal standard for 

the ministers. But more importantly, 
it was to serve as the instruction book 

for the children between the ages of 
ten and fifteen. It was in question and 

answer form with 373 questions, ar

ranged in four sections referring to 

the Creed, the Law, Prayer and the 

Sacraments. 
Calvin encouraged what he con

sidered to be biblical standards for 

the civil laws of the city. There was 
a long tradition in the Swiss cities of 

legislation concerning personal con

duct, dress and social life. Geneva 

was among these cities. Under Calvin 
this legislation was amplified. Church 

attendance was made compulsory, 
and decorum during the service was 

enforced . Among the prohibited ac

tivities were card-playing, dancing, 

fortune telling and the use of charms. 
Wedding banquets, jewelry, fabrics 

for clothing were regulated. In order 
to discourage the naming of children 

for saints of the Roman Church, a list 

of permissible names for children was 
published. While regulation of this 

general nature was an accepted fea

ture of the medieval town, the dif

ferences from the older customs and 
the increased shictness of enforce

ment awakened a great deal of op

position. 

OPPOSITION TO CALVIN 

The difficulty at the bottom of the 
opposition to Calvin in these matters 

grows from two roots. The first is 

the requirement that all citizens of 
Geneva subscribe a confession of 
faith. This is to tum over to the state 

the work of the Holy Spirit. Only a 

regenerate man can faithfully sub
scribe a Scriptural confession. There 

is no reason to suppose from the 

Scriptures or experience that every 

child born in a city will be an elect 
child. Those who are not regenerated 

are, by a subscription requirement of 
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this nature, forced. either into dis-

honesty  or  emigration.  The  former 

is  always  morally  wrong,  the  latter 

may  often  be,  since  it  may  b reak 

family  ties,  destroy  property  rights 
and  produce  emotional  disturbances 
in  an  unwarranted  fashion. 

The  second  root  of  disturbance  is 

the imposition of extrascriptural moral 

standards  upon  the  people  by  law. 

Evcn  in a  city  which  is  composed 

entirely  of  regenerate  people,  civil 
legislation  may  not  impose  require-

ments  which  go  beyond  the  function 

of  the state  as  set  forth  in  Scripture. 
The state can maintain  the  conditions 

for  Christian  living.  It may  not,  and 

can  not,  force  its  citizens  to be Chris· 
thms.  Further,  no  ecclesiastical  body 
may  properly  impose  standards  and 

then  have  them  enforced  by  civil 

authority.  The  Genevan  Consistory 

was  made  up  of  church  officers  and 

must  be  considered  an  ecclesiastical 
body  but  its  disciplinary  decisions 

were  enforced by  the civil  authority. 

EDUCATION 

During  the  later  years  of  Calvin's 

life  he  was  able  to  give  more  time  to 

the  m3tter  of  education  than  in his 

earlier  life.  The  top  rung of  the  Ge-
nevan educational ladder as  Calvin or· 

ganized  it  was  known  as  the  Schola 
Publica.  It was  designed  particularly 

to  prepare  men  fo r  the  ministry  of 

the  Word  of  God.  Yet,  unlike  mueh 
theological  training  today,  a  large 

amount of time was spent in the study 

of  the Greek classics.  The Old Testa· 
ment  in Hebrew  received  much  at-

tentioll.  Instruction  in  mathematics 

and natural science was not neglected. 
In  other  words,  the  Schola  Publica 

combined  a  course  in  humane  letters 
Witll  a  theological  course.  It set  out 

to  do what has now become  the work 

of  a  good  American  arts  college  and 

a  good  theolOgical  seminary.  The re-
sult  of  the  setting  up  of  this  school 

was  a  notable  increase  in  the  influ· 
ence  of  Calvin  and  of  Geneva.  For· 

eign  students  were  attracted  in such 

numbers  that  they  exeeeded  the  Ge-
nevan  students.  In  the  early  years 

there  were  numbered  among  its  stu-

dents  Caspar  Olevianus,  one  of  the 
authors  of the  Heidelberg Catechism; 

Thomas  Bodley,  the  founder  of  the 
Bodleian  Library  in  Oxford;  Marnix 

de  SainteAldegonde,  who  became 

one  of  the  chief  aides  to  William  of 
Orange  and  others  who  made  their 

mark  for  the  Reformation. 

Much  of  Calvin's  time  in  Geneva 

was  taken  up with  the  preparation of 
his  commentaries  on  books of  the 

Bible,  with  the  writing  of  traets 

against the abuses  encouraged by  the 
Roman  Church,  and  with  an  inter· 

nat ion a I  correspondence  which 

ranged  all over Europe. 
When  Calvin  died  be had mightily 

advanced  the Reformed  cause  by  the 
progress  which  he  had  promoted.  In 

this  article especial attention has been 

given  to  his  clarification  of  bibUcal 
doctrine  through  the  writing  of  cate-

chisms,  to  his  attempt  to  secure  for 

the  church  officers  of  a  Scriptural 

type,  and  to  his  setting  fortll  of  a 
pattern  for  public  worship  which  re-

flected  Scriptural  elements.  In  edu· 
cation  his  emphasis  was  upon  mate· 

rials  for  thought,  not  upon  technical 

skills.  III  all  of  these  areas  the  last 
word  had not been said,  but genuine 

advance was  in progress.  Calvin  him· 
self  recognized  that  Geneva  was  not 

perfect.  In  particular,  he  wan ted 

b'Tcatcr  freedom  for  the  church  from 
the  civil  authorities  especially  in  hvo 

areas.  He wished  the  church  to  have 

greater  liberty  in  selecting  its  own 
officers.  ,He  wanted  the  church  to 

determine for  itself the frequency and 

manner  of  its  conduct of  worship,  in 
particular  its  celebration of the  sacra· 

ments.  He  had  not  yet  adequately 

applied  the  truth  that  moral  obliga-
tions  must  be  founded  solely  upon 

the  Scriptures.  The  sphere  of  the 
state's  operations needed  further clar-

ification,  for  he  was  not  yet  free  of 

the  idea  that  the  state  may  enForce 
sanctions  on behalf of  the  church. 

Yet a  man  who was  naturally  timid 

and  modest,  a  man  who  shrank  from 
public  conflict,  had  accomplished 

more  within  one  lifetime  to  clarify 

and  codify  the  operations  of  the 
church and  the teaching which it was 

bound  to  proclaim  than  anyone else 

for  centuries  on  either  side of  him. 

Race  Resolutions  and  the  Race  Problem  
A  Discussion of the Resolutions of the 1958  Reformed Ecumenical Synod of 

I
N  AUGUST  of 1958  the  Reformed 

Ecumenical  Synod  convened  in 

the Union of South Africa, and on  the 

agenda  of  this  synod  appeared  the 
reports  of  three study  committees  on 

tho  race  problem.  These  study  com-

mittees  were  appointed  by  the RE.S. 
of  Edinburgh  in 1953  as  a  conse-

quence  of  an  overture  presented  by 
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the  Orthodox  Presbyterian  Church, 

U.S.A.,  "to  inquire of  the  South Afri-

can  members  of  the  Synod  whether 
their  churches  support  the <apartheid' 

policy  enunciated  by  the  Malan  gov-

ernment, and if so,  how they reconcile 
such  policy  with  the  teachings  of 
Scripture?" 

As  far  as  I  know the RE.S. of 1958 

did not file a direct reply to  this over-
ture,  but adopted a number of resolu-

tions.  These  resolutions  appeared  in 

The Ban Il e r, December  12,  1958. 

These  resolutions  are  now  offered 

to  various  member  churches  of  the 
RE.S.  for  adoption,  rejcetion,  or  cor-

rection  as  each member church of the 
RE.S.  may  deem  fit,  and  to  forward 

thirteen 



their decisions to a standing commit· 

tee appointed by the 1958 RE.s. 
It will be rather difficult for any 

member church of the RE.S. to prop

erly a p p r a i s e these resolutions 

adopted b y the RE.S. of 1958, unless 
these various Synods also have access 

to all reports submitted for considera

tion in the agenda of the 1958 RE.s. 
Jt may be assumed that the shldy 

committee of South Africa drafted 

their report to the RE.S. of 1958 in 
the light of their own specifie race 

problem as it prevails in the Union 
of South Africa. After a careful read

ing of this study committee report we 

mako the claim that the members of 
this study committee performed ex

cellent service in their appraisal of 
the knotty race problem, as it exists 

in their own country. in the light of 
Scripture. 

When the Christian Ref 0 r m e d 
Churcll is confronted with these RE.S. 

race resolutions at the coming Synod, 

it must be thoroughly convinced that 

these are applicable not only to the 
race problem confronting our own 

nation. but equally so to the far more 

complex race situation in the Union of 
South Africa, and in other parts of our 

world. We must be convinced that 

these rae e resolutions arc soundly 
based upon the teachings of Scripmre, 

for otherwise we cannot expect our 
South African churches to adopt thcm. 

THE PRESS ON SOUTH AFRICA 

The Union of South Africa has been 

the focus of newspaper and magazine 
attention ever since the so-called 

"Apartheid" policies were advocated. 
The overture to which we have al

ready referred assumes that these 

policies we r e "enunciated by the 
Malan government", and more recent

ly by the prime ministers Strydom 

and Dr. Verwoerd. Assuming for a 

moment that this is historically cor· 

rect, we should remember that the 

Union of South Africa has been the 
victim of grossly misleading news

paper and magazine accounts. The 

journalist Garry Allighan, formerly of 
Flect Street, London's journalistic hub, 

said: "Fleet Street is just not inter· 

ested in South African affairs unless 
they can be made to conform to the 
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'new journalism.' News from South 

Africa is not sensationalised merely 

because it is from South Africa but 

because the 'new journalism' exists by 
sensationalising all news from every

where. That is the chief reason why 

South Africa gets in Britain what we 
regard here as a bad press. The 'trea

son trial: the Zeerust situation, the 

Rand outbreaks, talk of a Republic, 
the operations of apartheid - aU are 

played up chiefly because they can be 

made to fit the current Fleet Street 
pattern. I asked a friend why he did 
not publish a 'good' story about South 

A f ric a occasionally. He replied: 

'Garry-boy, a good story about South 

Africa is a bad story, a bad story is 

a good story!'" Mr. H. V. Morton who 

published his book In Search of 
South Africa in 1948, made the fol

lowing observation, 'Long residence 

in the country is absolutely necessary 

for its understanding" ... '1 have been 
in the country too long to be able to 

solve its problems and not Ion g 

enough to be able to express an opin
ion about them" (pages 172, 352). 

Considering the tremendous diffi

culty we have in our own southern 
states to enforce the decisions of the 

Supreme Court regarding integration 

and desegregation, we should be able 

to see, even though we are only 
casually acquainted with the situation 

obtaining in the Union of South 
Africa, that it has a far more complex 

race situation than exists anywhere 

else in the world at the present time. 
Will now the race resolutions adopted 

at the RE.S. in 1958 meet this exact

ing simation and complex problem? 

A common error made in our coun

try and its newspapers is to compare 

the negroes living in our southern 
states with the native Bantus, Swa7js, 

Basutos, etc., in South Africa. The 

reason is that we often designate the 

negroes as colored people, and we as
sume that the term colored in South 

Africa has the same connotation. The 
colored race in South Africa, how

ever, is a special racial group which 
has a Jarge mixture of white blood 

in their veins, The great majority of 

them live in the Cape Province. They 

also have a much higher rate of in· 
telligence and a higher standard of 

living and a higher cultural attain· 

ment than the Banms and other na· 
tives. They constitute only a small 

part of the race problem in South 

Africa. 

T he natives, known as Ban t u s, 
SwaJr.is, Kaffirs, Zulus, also designa

ted as "Naturellen," must be com

pared to our uneducated native In
dians residing within assigned U. S. 

government reservations and contin

uing their primitive ways of life and 
maintaining their old religious rituals 

and superstitions, as we know from 
our Zunis and Navahoes. There is 

no comparison between the colored 
and the natioes in South Africa. The 

latter are much inferior to the colored. 
The colored race is the result of 

miscegenate marriages contracted by 

the white man with the original Hot
tenlots, Bushmen, and other natives, 

who lived in the Cape Province ter

ritory when John Van Riebeek and 
the Dutch Boers came fro III the 

Netherlands in 1652 and other parts 
of Europe. 

The Bantus originaJly lived in the 
northern section of the Congo and 

moved southward, invading the ter

ritories occupied by the Boers and 
British, who moved northward as far 

as the original Republic of Transvaal. 
Bantus and whites came to violent 

clashes, and with the defeat of the 
tribal chief Dingaan more peaceful 

relations followed. The Bantus also 

engaged in intertribal warfares, and 

it should not be forgotten that if these 
intertribal warfares had been permit

ted to continuo the Bantus would 
have destroyed themselves. Due to 

the influence of the white race an 

end was brought to this process of 
int.ertribal extennination. 

To this must be added that even to

day within the borders of the Union 
of South Africa the British govern

ment still retains control of protector
ates such as Bechuanaland, Zululand, 

Basutoland, and Swaziland, sections 
of country over which the govern

ment of the Union of South Africa 
has no jurisdiction. Fro m these 

British protectorates thousands of na

tives have migrated and settled in the 
borders of large cities within the 

Union of South Africa to obtain em-
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ployment in gold mines and other 

industrial enterprises. The Union of 

South Africa has been forced to pro

vide for the surplus inhabitants of 
th e s e British protectorates without 

havi ng any control over the areas 

from which these natives migrate. 
This explains the recent request of 

the prime minister Dr. Verwoerd to 

the British government to relinquish 

these protectorates and allow them 

to become part of the Union of South 

Africa. 

A COMPLEX RACE PROBLEM 

To understand the complexity of 

the race problem in the Union of 
South Africa we must imagine that 

the whites in the United States are 
outnumbered by four blacks to every 
one white person. 1 f aU the blacks in 

South Africa had the same education

al and cultural background one fixed 

pattern could be employed by the 
Union government for the solution of 

the race problem confronting them. 

If aU the blacks were professing 

Christians the solution would be great
ly simplified. The problem is even 

intensified because of a large num

ber of Indians, who around 1880 mi
hrrated from British India to the 

Union of South Africa to cultivate the 

s u ga r plantations. Racial disturb
ances between the Bantus and Indians 

often occur. In 1949 in the city of 

Durban the racial outbreaks between 
these two races resulted in much 

bloodshed. 
We can understand that the greatly 

oublUmbered white.. are deeply con
cerned about thcir own survival and 

are searching for a plan w h i c h 

will promote their seU-preservation. 
Three and four dec.'ldes ago the prob

lem of survival of the white race was 

not deemed very serious. The Bantus, 
with exception of a small minority, 

lived within their assigned Protec

torate territories, and apparently the 

white man's culture and civilization, 

built up over a span of three hundred 

years, was not in jeopardy; but today 
some millions of natives have left 

their reservations and live on the out
skirts of large cities built up by the 

white race. This has given rise to the 
white man's great concern for his 
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own seU-preservation, living as hedoes 
among the teeming masses 'of races 

which are still addicted to their tribal 

idol worship and superstitions. 

We expected that the race resolu
tions adopted by the R.E.S. of 1958 

would seek to answcr the question 
whether self-preservation on the part 

of the white race in the Union of 

South Africa, under the existing cir

cumstances, s tan d s condemned or 
must be vindicated. For it was the 

urge to preserve the white race fro m 

total extinction which led the govern
ment of the Union of South Africa, 

a lrcady during the Smuts regime and 

also later, to adopt racial policies 
which have invited serious criticism 

of the outsidc world. 

It is in the Ught of the complex race 

problem of South Africa that we must 
examine what has become known in 

recent years as the policies of "Apart

heid." Not until Dr. Malan became 
Prime Minister in 1948 was much at

tention paid to the 'segregation pol

icies which had been maintained for 

many years in the Union of South 
Africa . Little attention was given in 

our newspapers to th e Tomlinson 

Commission Hcport on Racial Mat

ters, in wh ich the proposition was 
defended that total territorial sep(lr

lItion as an ultimate aim holds out 

the only hope of the white man to 
maintain his culture, civilization, and 

racial integrity. 

The National Party adopted this 
political plank: "k; a basis of prin

ciple of its attitude towards Natives 

and Coloureds, the party recognises 

that both are permanent parts of the 
country's population, under the Chris

tian b'ustecship of the ElU'opean races. 
It is strongly opposed to every at

tempt which might lead to the mix

ing of European and Non-European 
blood, and strives to cultivate a spirit 

of goodwill and mutual trust between 

Europeans and Non-Europeans, as 

being in the bcst interests of South 
Africa. In accordance with this prin

ciple it desires to give the Non-Euro

pean races the opportunity to develop 
themselves, each race in its own field, 

in both the material and spiritual 
spheres, in keeping with their own 

natural gilts and abilities. It also de

c1ares itself in favour of thc territorial 

and politicnl scgregation of the Na
tive, and of separation between Euro

peans and Non-Europeans in general 

and in the residential and as far as 
is practicable in the indu s trial 
spheres". 

THE VI EWS OF SMUTS 

One might suppose that in politics 
the opposition party, the United Party 
in South Africa, would be in favor of 

integration, but such is not the ease. 

The party headed by General Smuts 
fo r many years, and also for many 

years in power, adopted the following 

plank in the recent election campaign, 

"The 1,arty's policy in this sphere is 

a policy of social and residential seg

regation between the White and Non

White races, which, however, recog

nises the permanence of Non-Euro

pean settlemcnt in urban nreas and 

the need to provide adequate separate 
housing, schools, and other facilities 
for the Non-White races". 

It was during the leadcrship of Dr. 

Jan Smuts that the Natives' Land acts 

were adopted in 1913 nnd in 1936. 
In adopting these legislative acts, 

Smuts, leader of the United Party 

said (in defense of his segregation 
program ), "This separation is imper

ative, not only in the interest of a 

Native culture, and to prevent Native 
traditions and institutions from being 

swamped by the more powerful or

ganisation of the whites, but also 

for other important purposes, such as 

public hcnlth, racial purity, and pub
lic good order. The mixing up of two 

such alien elements as white and 

black lcads to unhappy results - ra
cial miscegenation, moral deteriora

tion of both, racial antipathy and 
clashes, and to many other fonns of 

social evil. In these great matters 

of race, colour and culture, residential 
separation an d parallel institutions 

alone can do justice to the ideals of 
both sections of th e population" 

(Smuts, Africa a tl d Some World 

Problems, page 93). General Hertzog, 
a former Prime Minister, also advo

cated the same policy when he said, 
" ... the Bantu areas should be the 

home of thc Bantu" (Fact Paper, No. 

11, page 3). It must be remembered, 
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to keep the historical record correct, 

that it was the United Party and not 

the National Party. which put teeth 

into the segregation policy and en
acted the 19 Yz million purchase of 

morgens (slightly more than 2 acres 
of land equals a morgen ) for the 

purchase of territories where the 

Bantu should live, with the prohibi

tion of any white person to own land 
in such territories. The United Party 

laid down the specific limits to all 
native participation in general govern

ment and subsidiary legislative affairs. 
and climinated the Bantu natives as 

a possible potential group in a white 

government system. 

APARTHEID NOT NEW 

The "Apartheid" policies have been 

current in South African politics for 

many years. From the political point 
of view there is after all little to 

choose as to racial policy between the 

two outstanding and leading political 
parties. There is no move in the di

rection of integration. but decidedly 
one of desegregation. Both parties 

are aware of the fact that integration 
and intermixture of blacks and whites 

eventually will lead to what the white 

man calls a peril to his own self
preservation and greater danger of 

miscegenation. 

Whether the two races, blacks and 

whites, are to occupy the same terri
tories and would be capable of in
tegration is the real racial issue at 

stake. Political figures and leading 
churchmen have adopted one of three 

points of view. Some advocate a 
theory of Parallelism, that is, main

taining the multi-racial society as the 
inclusive unit, but substituting within 

it the co-ordination of racial groups for 

domination of the rest by one group, 
and providing for the subordination 

of the rest to that one master group. 

Another group of leaders strongly 
favor the more liberal point of view, 

that of Assimilation. This theory ad

vocates a multi-racial society, but 
would abolish race differences within 

it by the completest fusion or amal
gamation of the races with each other. 

The party advocating this political 

theory was completely swept out of 

sixteen 

political power in the last election 

when the National Party gained an 
overwhehning victory. Dr. Paton and 

his followers went down to a humiliab
ing defeat. A third group advocates 

Separation or Apartheid, a breaking 

up of the multi-racial society and or
ganizing the several racial compo

nents as mutually independent units. 

The National Party, headed by the 
present P rim e Minister Verwoerd, 

and his immediate predecessors, Strij
dom and Malan, strongly favors this 

theory. 

The racial policy of "Apartheid" is 
not something new. For the past 300 

years the race problem has followed 

a rather fixed pattern in the Union of 
South Africa. The white race has 

opposed all intermixture and mis

cegenation, and has vowed to re

tain its own racial national identity 
and heritage. The whites have deter

mined not to run the risk ·of being 
swamped by a race which the whites 

have claimed they actually saved from 

self-destruction through their feuds 

and tribal wars. "The mere existence 
of most of the Bantu in South Africa 

today is largely due to the timely and 

providential intervention of the 
whites" (Fact Paper, No. 16, page 9). 

Malan, one of the chief defenders of 
the apartheid policies, claims, "Apart

heid is part and parcel of the South 

African tradition, as practised since 

the first Dutch settlement at the Cape 
in 1652 and still supported by the 

large majority of white South Africans 

of the main political parties. The deep 
rooted colour consciousness of the 

white Sou t h Africans - a phenom

enon quite beyond the comprehen
sion of the uninformed - arises from 

the fundamental difference between 

the two groups, white and bJack. The 
difference in colour is merely the 

physical manifestation of a contrast 

between two irreconcilable ways of 
life, between barbarism and civiliza

tion, between heathenism and Chris

tianity, and finally between over
whelming odds on the one hand and 

insignificant numbers on the other. 

Such it was in the beginnings and 
such it largely remains. The racial 

differences are as pronounced today 

as they were 300 years ago. Small 

wonder that the instinct of self-preser

vation is so inherent in the white 
South African. He has retained his 

identity all these years. He is not 
willing to surrender it now" (Apart

heid, South Africa's Answer to a 

Major Problem, pages 3, 4). For 

the above reasons the majority of 
the whites advocate a policy of sep

arate development, each race in its 

own area and locality in order that 
these races may live peacefully. 

Self-preservation plays a tremen

dous role in the apartheid racial pol-· 

icies. We regret that in the race 

resolutions adopted by the R.E.S. this 

principle concerning the race issue 

was not developed and considered 

worthy of a separate resolution. The 

issue of self-preservation does not 

confront the whites in tlle United 

States of America, but it is a vital 

factor in properly appraising the race 

problem as it is considered through 

the eyes of the whites in South Africa. 

Does self-preservation not permit the 

enactment of separate territories for 

each race when there is a real danger 

that by integration and amalgamation 

of the races the identity of the white 

race will be lost? As B a v inc k 
has expressed it, " ... dat die blanke 

gemeenschap rich voortdurend be

dreigd weet en dat ze geen mogelijk

heid bezit om rich op een ander 

gebied terug te trekken. Ze kunnen, 

:.woals men weI eens zegt. aIleen maar 

de zee in gcdreven worden" (Ba

vinck, Het Rassenvraagsluk, p age 

46). A second consideration which 

we do not fully appreciate in the 

United States concerning the princi

ple of self-preservation, is that to 

grant the South African natives equal 

rights and the rights of franchise at 

the polls would mean that in a min

imum of time the power of govern

ment would fall into the hands of a 

numerically stronger group of people 

who are now wholly incapable of 

seU-government and independent 

action, simply because the breach be

tween barbarism and Christianity has 

not bcen bridged. 

To be concluded in the next lsme. 
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GO TO CHURCH  
" PETER" PALMER 

unfriendliness, which all too frequent-

ly  has  adverse  effects  on  our  out· 

reach  into  the communities  where we 
are  situated? 

Perhaps  foremost  is  thoughtless-

ness.  As  in  the  case of  the  Pinanslcis, 

their  neighbors  to  the  right  were un· 
doubtedly neither hostile nor haughty. 

But  they  so  quickly  became  involved 

in  conversation  with  their  friends  in 

the  row behind  that they were simply 

unaware  that  a  visiting  couple  was 
standing  by  ignored.  Perhaps  they 

had  not  seen  those  friends  since  the 

previous  Sunday,  and  there  was  so 

much  to  catch  up  on!  Yet  their 
friends  would  certainly  have  waited 

a  few  minutes  while  they  showed  a 
little  interest in  the Pinanskis. 

The  others,  to  the  Pinanskis'  left, 

perhaps  had  noticed  the  new  couple. 
Maybe  they  had  even  thought  to 

themselves:  "How  nice  to  have  strano 

gers  in  the church!  I  wonder  if  they 

were  contacted  during  the  canvass." 
Yet  they  thoughtlessly  did  not  put 

themselves  in  the  place of  the Pinan-

slds.  Having  always  attended  the 
same  church  where  they  l,."llew  just 

about  everyone  and  felt  very  much 

at  home,  they did  not  try  to  imagine 

how  strange  everything  must  be for 

this  new  couple:  the  building  itseU, 
a  different  order  of  worship,  un· 

familiar Psalms, a new type of preach-

ing  and  all  the  other  worshippers 
unknown  to  them.  They  did  not 

realize how far a smile or a few words 

would  go  in  putting  tllese  people  at 

case. 

A  second  reason  for  apparent  un· 

friendl iness  is  the  embarrassment  at 

meeting  someone  new.  Undoubtedly 
tllere  were others  in  the  congregation 

that  morning  who  saw  thc  Pinanskis 

and  who  actually  thought  that  they 

should  go  up and speak to  them.  But 
then,  they  did not quite  how how  to 

start.  They  were  afraid  they  would 
not find  any common  ground for con· 

versation.  They  thought  they  them-
selves  would  feel  awkward  if  tile 

new  couple  did  not  respond  to  their 

advances.  So they took the easier and 

more  comfortable  course  of  seeking 
out  their old  friends  rather  than  put· 
ting  forth  the  effort  to  make  the  ac-
quaintance  of  the  Pinanskis. 

seoenteen 

I
T  WAS  AN  ideal  church.  After  a 

thorough  investigation  in  order 

to  choose the  best  location,  the build-

ing committee had  finally  decided  on 
a  prominent com er in a  rapidly grow-

ing  community.  l1lis  same  commit-

tee had  also  worked  tirelessly  to  erect 
a  beautiful,  though  not  extravagant, 
edifice  which  would  serve  all  the 

needs  of  the  congregation.  The  con-
sistory,  knowing  that  the  structure 

was  only  the  means  to  the  end,  was 

faithful  in  seeing  that  the  true  doc-

trine  was  preached  from  the  pulpit. 
The  pastor  labored  conscientiously 

to proclaim  the whole counsel of God 
in  an  interesting  and fervent manner. 

The  evangeliz..1.tion  committee  had 

conducted a  systematic canvass of the 
area,  with  enthusiastic  support  from 

many  members. 

As  a  result.  one  Sabbath  morning 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pinanski  ventured  into 

the  church  for  the  morning  service, 
which  had  been  changed  from  the 

customary hour of 9:30 to  11:00 in or-

der  to  appeal  to  the  community.  As 

it  happened,  the  sanctuary  was  quite 
full  when  they entered, and  they had 
to  be  se.'lted  on  fo lding  chairs  in  the 

aisle.  The  ushers,  in  the  confusion, 
had  neglected  to  give  thcm  hymnals. 

So  during  the  singing  of  the  Psalms 

and  hymns  all  of  which . were  un-
familiar  to  them  they  had  to  stand 

in  awkward  silence.  No  one  thought 
of passing  them a  book or even  shar-

ing one with  them. 

At  the  eonclusion  of  the  service, 

which  they  enjoyed  even  though 

many  aspects  were  strange  to  them, 

they  turned  to  smile  at  the  people  to 
their  right.  However,  their neighbors 

were  already  busily  engaged  in  eon-

versation  with  their  friends  in  the 
row  behind  them.  The  Pinanskis,  a 

friendly though not aggressive couple, 

then  turned  to  their  neighbors  on  the 
left.  Again  they  met  with  backs. 

Feeling  a  bit  forlorn  at  this  point, 

they  silently  filed  out past  the  minis-
ter.  He  greeted ·them  cordially  and 

remarked  that  they must  be  new;  but 
they  could  not stop  to  talk  with  him 

because  of  the  line  pressing  from 

behind.  Outside,  the  story  was  re-

peated.  The  worshippers  had  begun 
to  gather  in  little  groups  here  and 

there and seemed  to  be cnjoying each 
other's  fello,~ship. But  no  one  even 

turned  to  notiee  the  Pinanskis.  By 

this  time,  they were beginning  to  fecI 

about  as  useful  as  a  funeral  director 

at  a wedding reception.  Nevertheless, 
they  stood  there  courageously  for  a 

little  while longer,  leaving themselves 
open  to  a  friendly  gesture  or  word. 

But since none was forthcoming,  they 

reluctantly  started  down  the street  to 
their home two blocks  away. 

•  
Exaggerated?  Perhaps,  in  s 0 m e 

cases;  and in others,  perhaps not. 
And  the  outcome  as  far  as  the 

Pinanskis  are  concerned?  You give 

the  answer.  Would  you feel  like  go· 
ing again  to  such a  church, especially 

if  you  were  not even  n  Christian  and 
so  could  not  appreciate  the  thor· 

oughly  Reformed  preaching?  If you 

were  a  believer  and  happened  into 
an  orthodox  church,  you  might  put 

up  with  aU  kinds  of  inconveniences 

and unfriendliness  for  the joy of hear-

ing  the  Word proclaimed.  But if you 
were  yet  to  be  won  to  the  faith,  you 

could  just  as  easily  be turned  away 

by  such  unfriendliness.  If strangers 
never  return  becausc  they  are  not 

made  to  feel  at home, the  church can 

make no impact upon  the community. 
Then  all  the  good  efforts  expended 

for  a  choice  location,  an  attractive 

building,  sound  preaching,  and  a 
community  canvass  are  for  nought in 

extending  the  church's  influence. 

• 
What  are  some  of  the  causes  of 
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But as with so many things that 

are difficult, the more you do them 
the easier they become. Someone 

who takes up a golf club and tries 
to knock the ball off the tee for the 

first time probably looks, and feels, 

vcry awkward and foolish - especially 
if he misses. But the more he tries, 

the more he succeeds, and the more 

confident he becomes. 

In a similar fashion, with regard to 

meeting strangers, although in the 
beginning it may be a difficult and 

awkward thing to do, after a little 
practice it will become easier and 

even enjoyable. If every c h u r c h 

member would develop an awareness 
of his own, not one visitor could slip 

out of the church unnoticed. If each 
member would speak to only one new 

person at each service, the results 

would be overwhelming. Not only 
would no visitor be ignored, but I 

dare say many members of the con-

gregation  would  become  acquainted 

with  each  other  for  the  first  time. 
Someone once asked an elderly couple 

if they  were  new  in  the  church.  A 

horrified  elder,  standing  by,  prompt-

ly  introduced  them  as  members  of 
some  fjfty  years'  standing.  Needless 

to  say,  that  person  was  embarrassed, 

but  recovered  with  the  remark  that 
if that was  the case,  it was  high  time 

she  met  them!  Perhaps  a  safer  in-

troductory  remark  would  be,  "I  don't 
believe I  have met you," or "My name 
is ... " 

The  conversation  should  not  be 

dropped  with  a  mere  introduction, 
however,  but  continued  if possible. 

111e  more  one  finds  out  about  where 

a  person comes  from,  what his  job  is, 

how  many  children  he  has,  etc.,  the 

more interest he will  have in  him  and 

the  more  easily  he  will  be  able  to 
remember his name and face.  If some 
of  that  information  is  written  down 

on arrival home and even looked over 

before  the  next  Sunday,  it  will  be  a 
simple  yet  satisfying  experience  to 

speak again  to  the  same person.  And 

how warmed  that newcomer will  feel, 
too,  to  know that  someone cared  that 

much  about  him  to  remember  who 
he  was!  And  finally,  the  visitor 

should never be  left  until  he has been 

introduced  to  someone  else  who  can 

carryon.  And  if  that  second  person 

never  leaves  the  stranger until  he  has 
introduced  him  to  still  another  per-

son,  and  so  forth,  he  will  have  had 
a  warm  and  pleasant  reception. 

Perhaps  it  is difficult  to  gct  the 

church  as  a  whole  to  engage  in  this 

kind  of  "missionary"  activity.  Some-

times  all  it  takes  is  just a  dOLen  or  so 

alert  members  who  make  a  point  of 
scanning  the  departing  worshippers 

before  they  say  a  word  to  their 

friends.  (If you  stop  to  talk  to  your 
friends  first,  the  visitors  have  left!) 

It could  be  the  consistory,  or  a  ha1£-
dozen  each from  the  ladies' and men's 

societies.  But  the  makeup  of  this 

group  should  not  be  left  to  chance 
or  impulse.  A  committee  could  be 

appointed  which  would  make  this 
matter  its  special  concern.  It  would 

be  their  responsibility  to  see  that 

every  visitor  was  welcomed.  And  as 
a  matter  of  fact,  their  interest  and 

activity  along  this  line  would  soon 

spread  to  other  members  of  the  con-
gregation.  Their  own  wives  or  hus-

bands  and  their  close  friends,  for 
example,  would  be  drawn  into  the 

conversations,  and  soon  they,  too, 

would  be  taking  the  initiative  them 4 

selves. 

•  
But  is  this  real1y  so  important? 

What  difference  does  it  make  if a 

visitor  stands  arOtmd  neglected  and 
awkward?  To  put it very  strongly,  it 
may make  a  difference between heav-

en  and  hell.  For  a  coldness  on  the 
part  of  the  church  members  can  · 

throw  up  a  wall  around  the  church, 

and  around  the  message  it proclaims. 

We  know  that no  Olle  can  believe on 

Christ unless  he hears  the Word.  And 
if something  as  seemingly  trivia.!  as 

a  lack  of  friendliness  stands  in  the 

way  of  others'  coming  and  hearing, 

it  is  not  triviaL  'Ve  know  that  not 
every  unbeliever  who  is  made  to  feel 

at  home  in  a  Biblebelieving  church 

is  converted.  But  we  know  also  that 

unless  an  unbeliever  comes  regularly 
to  a  Biblepreaching  church,  his 

chances  for  conversion  are  consider-
ably  smaller.  And  it  is  not  likely 

that  he  will  come  regularly,  or  even 

a  second  time,  if  he  is  not  made  to 
feel  welcome. 

Many  of  us  are  reticent  about 

speaking  to  others  about  the  faith 

that  is  in  us.  We  feel  that  we  fail 
miserably  in  spreading  the  Gospel  by 

our  own  lips.  But  if, at  least,  we  do 
our  part  in  welcomulg  strangers  into 

a  church  where  they  will  hear  that 

very  Gospel  from  the  pulpit,  we  will 

have  done  something  not  all  we 

should do  but  something. 

The Fisherman  
GLADYS D. SCHURING 

N 
ow AND  THEN,  on  a  late 

Tuesday  afternoon,  our  little 
Mission  Band  would  gather  on  the 

ocean beach  close  to  our home  for  an 

open air servicc.  We would  begin by 
huddling  together  to  sing  a  few 

ei hteen 

hymns ;  our  voices  quavering,  carried 
away  by  the  ceaseless  wind  coming 

from  over  the breakers  into  the coco-

nut  groves  behind  us.  I  often  had 
difficulty  in  keeping  my  mind  on  the 

words we were singing for  the beauty 

of  the dying day  would  catch  at me, 

making  the  sacred  words  almost  in· 
adequate  in  the  face  of  God's  handi-
work.  The  sun  would  begin  to  sink 

rapidly,  a  great  goldcn  ball  of  con-
tained  fire.  The world  would  become 

still,  bathed  in  roseate  mauve  illu-

minated  like  a  missal,  like  a  very  old 
Bible  I  had  once  seen .  The  breakers 

coming  in  onto  the shore  would  seem 

to  hesitate,  each  wave  punctuated 
as  it  were,  a  proof  of  the  sea's  im-

mensity.  And  the  sky?  But  how  can 
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one describe an end-of-day sky on 
the Indian ocean as seen from the 
shore of a jeweled island like Ceylon? 
"Cod," I would comment inwardly, 
"you made far more variety of color 
in this part of the world than any
where else." 

And our little Band would sing 
bravely on. First the fi sherfolk's chil

(lren would come, forming a circle 
around us, their huge dark eyes star
ing solemnly at us. Not a sm ile to be 
seen on their faces; just unblinking 
eyes that took in everything. But a 
few words directed to the children 
by our Sinhalese evangelist would 
unlock the solemn eyes and make 
them dance with merriment, fo llowed 
by the abandoned carefree laughter 
of children all over the war 1 d. 
Slowly some of the adults would 
gather around us. Then our evan
gelist would tell them the old, old 
story of Jesus and bis love. It was 
a thrill to listen to our evangelist 
speak in Sinhalese. Although I un
derstood very little of what he was 
saying, bis eloquence and sincerity 
gripped me. And his words held his 
audience - that I could soo. 

r watched as my closest fisherman 
neighbor, Nahlin, edged toward the 
evangelist, his eyes riveted on the 
evangelist's face. 

Living on the ocean beach so close 
to Nahlin's fishing hut, I had often 
seen tbe comings and goings to and 
from that humble place made of mud
daub, which had a roof of dried 
woven coconut leaves. Nahlin's home, 
and the homes of the other fisherfolk, 
would get the full blow of the south
west monsoon as it swept in from 
the ocean, and the thunderous boom 
of the surf would deafen their ears 
more than the roar deafened ours. 
The fish erfolk were a despised lot, 
one of the lowest castes on the island 
because they took life, even though it 
was but that of a fish, for life of any 
kind is considered sacred by th e 
Buddhists. 

1 would often watch the activities 
of the fi shing villagc from my ver
anda, where I would answer letters 
on my typewriter. But the family 
I loved to watch most of all was 
NahHn's family. 
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They were sclf-sufficient and an 
industrious lot. But when the mon
soon season came in to stay I would 
worry about Nahlin going out to sea 
in his catamaran - an outrigger canoe. 

Often 1 could sec him, looking at 
the sky through the coconut trees or 
scanning it over the sea, his forehead 
wrinkled with the weight of his 

thoughts - to go or not to go tbat 
day. They had to eat and live but on 
many days of the southwest monsoon 
Nahlin would not dare to drag his 
boat into the water. After all, had not 
four hundred fishermen lost their lives 
in one day only the year before? 

Nahlin did not need a weather 
bureau to give hi m the weather re
port. If there was a mauve-colored 
tinge to the clouds the wind was 
coming from the south; if they had a 
pale lemon tinge, the wind was from 
the northwest. I would watch Nahlin, 
his eyes on the threatening sky. He 
was a short, s i n e wyman with 
strong gorilla-like arms. His body was 
bare to the waist, and like most of 
his caste, browned almost to ebony 
black by a lifetime of exposure to a 
scorching tropical sun and to the 
continued soaking of the sea. His 
nondescript half-sarong would whip 
against him as he watched the sky. 

One day I had seen Nahlin push 
his boat into the water. The sky was 
threatening above us but, apparently, 
he had decided it would be safe 
to venture out. I knew he would not 
go far for he would have to come 
scudding back to shore before the 
storm broke, which it surely would 
sometime that day. He would not 
have a good catch either. Not the 
high-priced seer fish, for that high 
and mighty kin g of the seas never 
condescends to come inside the reef, 
and the fishermen cannot venture 
beyond the reef in bad weather. 

But there are smaller and humbler 
fi sh, and as soon as the poor little 
boats are hauled up on the beach, 
the nets are shaken out on the sand, 
and such fi sh as there are, are sorted. 

Nahlin had ventured out quite early 
that day so many months ago. I 
could see he was having a difficult 
time to get his awkward craft over 
the first few breakers. He was work

ing hard to get into the quieter 
waters, if the sea can be called quiet 
at all during the southwest monsoon. 

I forgot about Nahlin for a few 
hours after he had started out but 
then the increased activity of the 
coconut fronds caused me to look out 
over the ocean. I could see Nahlin , 
or what I thought must be he, tus
sling with the great turbulent waves 
and heading into shore. The horizon 
was not black so I knew the storm 
would not strike so soon. "'Oh," I 
thought to myself, ""he has had a 
fairly good catch and wants to sell 
it before the storm strikes." 

And so it was. 

Nahlin had pulled his boat upon 
the shore, and then he and his wife, 
KusuJa, threw the net onto the sand, 
such fish as there were spilling out. 

They sorted the fish. The large 
ones - the gray and red mullets
Nah lin would take to the big Colom
bo fish market, and the smaller and 
less attractive flat ones - the rays and 
skates - were piled into a flat basket 
for Kusu la to sell locally, and the 
meanest fish, which were not worth 
selling, would find their way into 
Nahlin's curry-pot. 

The sorting of the fish was soon 
fin ished. At any rate, the fish were 
fresh for they had just that moment 
gasped out their Jjves on the sand. 
ShUllthi, their oldest daughter, who 
was thirteen years old, had come 
from their hut to gather the lowly 
fish remaining for their curry-pot. 
She was a bright child, too young 
to be out of school to eare for her 
yOunger brothers and sisters. 

1 had then seen NahHn and his 
wife arguing. She would probably 
want to cook the rice and curry lOcal 
before starting out to seU the fish, 
but Nahlin was pointing to the sea. 1 
could almost heal' him say: "Can't 
you see there's going to be a stann? 
We must get our fish sold!" And it 
was true, the clouds were brownish
colored and all hazy towards the west, 
and hanging so heavy inland. And I 
knew he would warn her 'to get as 
much as she could for the fish, for 
his neighbor, Banda, would have to 
get half of the proceeds, and fish were 
scarce enough as it was in the mon
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soon. I could see Nahlin make a 
grimace. "Huh," he was probably 
saying, "much people care anyway 
if we're drowned or starve." 

Nahlin had adjusted the pingo, the 
yoke of wood, across his bare shoul
ders and hurried off with his two 
baskets. Kusula bustled off towards 
the thriving suburb nearby, carrying 
her basket of fish on her head. Shan
thi slowly walked to the hut to pre
pare the noon meal for her brothers 
and sister who wonld be coming 
home from school. Her hair had the 
lank greasiness of the lll1washed, and 
she wore it screwed up into a tight 

little konde (knot). Somehow I had 
felt sorry for my fisherfolk neighbors 
that day but most of all for Shanthi, 
still so young but already careworn 
with a ragged and worried look of a 
woman three times her age. 

One hour later the fronds of the 
coconut trees had stirred violently. 
The world became dark. I thought 
of Nahlin and Kusula trying ·to get 
rid of their fish before the storm. I 
had looked over to their little mud
daub hut. Shanthi had a Ir e a d y 
lighted the oil in the coconut shell; 
i t glimmered and flickered in the one 
and only window of the hut. 

My thoughts had wandered and 
suddenly I was brought back to the 
ocean beach, to the evangelist's voice 
which had broken into song. Nahlin's 
eyes were still riveted on the evan
gelist's face, and then Nahlin began 
to ask him questions. 

Early the next Sunday morning I 
saw, from my dining-room window, 
Nahlin in a clean, checked sarong 
walking across the school grounds he
hind our home. "For the first time," 
I thought to myself, "he is going to 
attend the Sinhalese church service," 

I thanked God. 

The Crucial Words from Calvary 

by HERSCHEl H. HOBBS 

Calvary Attitudes 

by RUSSELL 8RADLEY JONES 

Loyalty to Christ 

by DONALD E, DEMARAY 

Publ ished 1958 by Baker Book House, Grand 

Rapids, Michigan. 

Though the Lenten season is past, the 

hooks mentioned above will elicit the ill
terest of all preachers who feel impelled to 
devote a number of sermons every year to 

the central theme of the gospel: the suffer
ing and death of our Lord. Moreover, this 
subject is of perennial interest to all be

lievers. 

A very familiar Lenten subject is that of 
the words spoken by Jesus while on the 

cross. The Rev. Herschel Hobbs of the 
First Baptist Church of Oklahoma City has 
taken these words as the point of departure 
in the first of these voJume.~ . H is method 

is soundly analytical of the Scripture text. 
He offers many fresh insights into material 
that has already been treated by many 

others before him. This reviewer thinks he 
might have taken a stronger approach to the 
first word of sovereign forgiveness than that 

of "The \Vord of Concern". Dut to treat 
of "I thirst" as the "Word of Championship" 
and of "Why hast thou forsaken me" as 

"The Word of Conquest", are strokes of 
near-genius. The author is faithful to the 
Scriptures and writes a moving and valu

able book. 

Another fruitful ficld of investigation is 
the reactions of those who were witnesses 

of the sufferings of the Savior. This is 
explorcd by the Rev. Russell Jones, another 

twenty 

Baptist, and Head of the Deparbnent of 
Bible and Religious Education at Carson
Newman College, in his book of 80 pages 

Calvary Attitude:. 

The gambling soldiers are typical of those 

who are faced with the real meaning of 
the cross and settle for something secondary. 
The Jews, frantically wanting Pilate to 

change the superscriptioll and seal up the 
tomb, are afraid of thcir own guilty souls. 
The repentant thief is the Defender of the 

Faith, and so the fresh, stimulating treat
ment goes on. 

If a man may be known by the rompany 
hc keeps, an author may be known by the 

sOurces he cites. And JOlles' book bristles 
wit h references to Edersheim, Stalker, 
Schilder, Vincent. He is in excellent com

pany! The illustrations used are clear and 
to the point. Tilc messages arc practical, 

personal, applicable, useful for sennoll
makers and for general readers. 

Thc third book is, in this reviewer's 
opinion, the weakest of the three. The 
book is not strictly Lenten in scopc, but 

rovers a wide range of incidents from the 
Scripture. The treatment, which is quite 
common among modem preachers, is that 
of stringing together so many varied illus

trations that the point of tlle argumcnt is 
lost. The book is evangelical, in a general 
seme, but lacks theological discernment 
and clarity. \Vhat is gained in intcresting 

treatment is lost in effective instmction. 

From the mechanical standpoint, all 
thrce little books are well bolllld, neatly 
printed, and well proof-read. 

ARNOLD BRINK 

Grand Rapids, Mich. 

The Glorious Body of Christ 

by R. B. KUIPER 

Wm . B. Eerdmftn$ Publishing Co., Grand Repld" 
Mich. J958. 383 pages, $4.95 

"Glorious things are spoken of thee, 0 
city of God." Thus e"c1aimed a psalmist 
of Israel (Psalm 87:3) wIlen he was about 
to enumerate some of tIle attributes of the 

church of the living God. Speaking of that 
same church from lhe viewpoint of the 
New Testament, this book admirably bears 

out the truth of the psalmist's exclamation. 
In fifty-three brief but freighted chapters 
the Rutllor deals with almost every con

ceivable aspect of the church, presenting 
the reader with what amounts to a com

mentary On the glorious tllings spoken of the 
church in Holy Writ. This study of the 
church is pre-eminently SCriptural, the 

author's chief concern being " to give the 
reader SOUle glimpses of the marvelous 

glory of the body of Christ as that glory 
shines forth resplendcntly from God's in. 
fallible Word" (p. 12). To this end the 

author makes refercnce to no less than five 
hundred pa~sages of Scripture which bear 

on his subject. An index of all Scripture 
cited is given for convenience and easy 
refcrence. 

The contemporary ecumenical movcment, 

with its far-reaching implications, makes 
a popular study of the Scriptural view of 
tile ehureh lnost urgent at the present time. 
TIle anthor evalnates that movement in 

temlS of his own doctrinal commitment, that 
of the Hefonncd faith. Since indifference 

to tmth is onc of the outstanding char
acteristics of the modernist ecumenical 
movement, the author sees in the latter a 
real threat to the church in our day. For 

when the church ceases to be thc custodian 
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and defender of the truth, it ceases to be 
the church (p. 48). At the same time 

there is the disturbing trend toward inde-
pendency,  a  form  of enreme denomInation-
alism,  coming  to  visible  expression  in  the 

popular  neighborhood  or  e e m m u nit y 
church,  which  is  no  1CS5  inimical  to  the 

wellbeing of  the church. 
TIle teaching  of  Scripture  concerning 

the  church,  however,  is  not  a  narrow  seg-

ment  of  doctrine  isolated  from  other  C11fis-
tian  doctrines.  A  complete  study  of  the 

chureh,  therefore,  necessarily  ineludes  not 

only a  discussion of the  nature of the  c1lUrch 
and  the  function  of  its  offices,  but  also  a 
tre.·ltmcnt  of  the  message  and  responsibility 

of  the  church.  In  this  broader  context  the 
author  discusses  a  wide  variety  of doctrinal 
topics  including election,  salvation  by groce, 

the  antithesis,  the  covenant  of  grace,  evan-
gclism,  Christian  instruction,  tllC  cnd  of 
the ages  and  many other  pertinent  teachings 

of Scripture. 
A  word  about  the  author  will  suffice,  for 

he  is well  known  both  within  and  boyond 
the  circle  of  T ORcn AN O TIIUMPET  readers. 
Dr.  Caspar  Wistar  Hodge  once  remarked 

that  when  R.  B.  Kuiper  was  a  student  at 
Princeton  Theological  Seminary  he  was  the 

one  student  who  mado  the  greatest  illlpres· 
~ ion on  his  teacher,  Dr.  Denjamin  B.  War-
field.  I It was  this  recommendation  that  led 
the  founders  of  Westminster  Theological 
Seminary  to  prevail  upon  R.  B.  Kuiper  to 

a.'isume  a  professorship  in  that  institution. 
Since  that  time  (1929)  he  has  enjoyed  a 

distinguished  career  as  a  teacher,  preacher , 
and  administrator,  having  meanwhile  abo 

served  as  president  of  Calvin  College  and 
later  as  llresident of  Calvin  Seminary. 

What  makes  Professor  R. B.  Kuiper  out-

standing  is the  precision  and  simplicity  of 
both  h is  speaking  and  writing.  He  knows 
how  to  say  tllings  clearly,  concisely,  and 
accurately.  The  unique  exactness  of  CJ[-

pression  and  rare  gift  of  illustration  which 
are  typical  of  this  veteran  teacher  make 
this  book  a  most  stimulating  study  for  both 
pastor  and  people,  and  should  do  much 
toward  cultivating  a  doopcr,  more  Scrip-

turally  accurate  appreciation  of  the  One 
Holy Church. 

I Sionehou ..,  Ned  B.,  J.  Orelhem  Mlchen,  A 
Biogr.phiu  l  Me moir,  1954,  Grand  Rapid"  Wm. 
B.   Eerdmlrll  Pub.  Co.,  p.  450. 

JOSEPH  A.  HILL 

Jonathan  Edwards,  The  Preacher 
by  OR.  R.  G.  TURNBUll 

Publilhed  by Biker  Book  Ho<.ose,  192  plgel, 
$3.95. 

The  grent  preacher,  Jonathan  Edwards, 
died  exactly  200  years  ago.  There  is  a 
noteworthy  and  growing  interest  in  the 
Edwardian  period  of  oor  natiOllal  and 

ecclesiastical  his t o r y.  Jonathan  Edwards 
made  an  impact  upon  the  American  scene 
of  his  time.  In  it  we  can  perhallS  find  a 
message  for  our  time  today.  The  heart  of 
Calvinism  Is tested  aoo  tried  by  the  in
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roads  which  neoorthodoxy  is  making  in 

O1.lr  time  as  well  as  by  the  luring  and 
equating  efforts  of a  worldwide  religious 

ec::umenicity.  l'crhaps  it  is  due  to  resulting 
strain  and  unrest  that  especially  younger 
theologians  and  preachers  arc  tuming  to  the 

great  men  of the  pust  to  rediscover  the 
source of  their  vigor  and  convictions. 

Dr.  Tumbull's  analysis  of  Jonathan  Ed

wards  as  a  preacher  is  thorough,  stimulating 
and  refreshing.  It is  virtually  impossible  to 
divide  this  personality  hlto  that  of  the 

philosopher,  psychologist,  theologian,  and 
preacher.  With  Dr.  Turnbull  the  reader 
observes  these  vari01.IS  aspcct.'l  of  Edwards 
as  contributing  their  share  in  the  preacher's 

scholarly  and  devoted  approaell  to  his 

life's  task. 
A most  valuable  mcssage  for  us  today  is 

found  in  the  blending  harmony  of  sermonic 

studies  on  themes  balancing  the  glories  of 
heaven  with  the  horrors  of  hell.  With  his 
keen  insight  into  the  human  soul,  Edwards 
addresses  himself  to  man's  consciousness  of 

his  depraved  nature  and  thus  seeks  to 
arouse  him  to  repentance. 

Or.  Tumbun  seetn!  to  find  a  conflict 
botween  the  Calvinistic  teaching  of  uncon-
ditional  election  and  of man's  responsibility. 

" In  calling  mcn to  press  inlo  the  Kingdom, 
Edwards'  spirit  was  stronger  than  a  system 
of  theology"  ( p.  144).  The  author  gives 

the  impression  of  overloot.."ing  the  fact  that 
in  this  system  of  theology  man's  respon-
sibility  is  included  in  God's  providence. 

Jonathan Edward8, tile Preru;lIer is a  stim-
ula ting  souroc  of  guidance  for  the  ministry 

of  today.  With  our  crowded  schedules  we 
need  to  be reminded  of the  studious  and 
biblical  methods  which  Edwards  used  to 

"build"  h is  sennollS.  His  concern  and 
passion  for  the  expansion  of  God's  Kingdom 
may  well  be considered  anew  in  ollr  chal-

lenging  opportunities.  They  arc  expressed 
both  in  earncst  and  zealous  efforts  to  b ring 
the  individual  as  a  penitent  to  the  foot  of 
the  cross,  and  in  "raising the  bars"  to  use 

our  own  tenninology  for  the  purity  and 
preservation  of  the  church .  The  Inlier 
aspect  comcs  to  expression  in  Edwards' con-

ception  of  the sacraments  (pages  23,  118). 
Though  the  careful  reader  will  have  to 

bear  with  some  repetition  of  material,  the 

merits  of  this  study  far  outweigh  the  im-
perfections  which  we  indicated.  Baker 
Book  House  has  performed  a  fine  service 
for  our  needs  of  today  by  making  this 

book  available  in  1958. 
RITS  TADEMA 

American  CJllvinismA Survey 

Edi ted  by  JACOB  T.  HOOGSTRA 

For  the  Cl lvinillic  AdiQfl  Committee.  e ,ker Book 
Hou..,  Gflnd  Rapids,  Michigln,  1957.  137  pages; 

U.50 

This  book,  as  the  subtitle  indicates,  is 

a  survey.  It is not  an  exhaustive  trcabnent; 
it  is informative,  rather  than  inspirational. 

The  llistorical  situation  in  which  CalvinJsm 

.  Hnds  itself  is evaluated  wi th  respect  to  it!! 
past  theological  tradi tion  and  its  future 

prospects  in  America.  The book  consists 

of  a  series  of talks  given  last  year  in Grand 
Rapids  at  a  kiml  of  inter nos  Calvinistic 

caucus.  The  public  was  not  invited  lind 
many  of  the  men  who  bav~ made the  study 

of  Calvin  and  his  works  their  chief  passion 
were  mlSsmg.  However,  a  small,  repro· 

sentative  group  (we  are  lIot  told  on  what 
basis  they  were  chosen)  was  invited  by 

the  seif..appoinled  Calvinistic  Actiou  Com-
mittee  of  Western  Michigan. 

There  arc  six  papers   on  the  present 

status  of  Calvinism  and  two  on  its  pros-
pects.  The  status  is  sketciled  by  professors 

Gerstner  of  PittsburghXenia  and  Woolley 
of  Westminster.  The  fonner  portrays 

Calvinism  up  to  the  nineteenth  century 
with  special  reference  to  New  England, 

aod  the  latter  deals  with  Calvinism  in  the 

twentieth  century. 
l'rofessor  Gerstner  makes  a  strong  plea 

for  a  proper  understanding  of  tho  tenn 
"Calvinism."  He  is  willing  to  work  Wltll 

the  definitions  of  Kuyper  and  Warfield, 
but  he  thinks  presentday  NeQ-Calvin#m 

might  better  be  re-bapti~ M-Calvinism. 
1110  body  of  his  paper  sketches  Calvinism 

in  New  England  before  Edwards,  that  of 
Edwards  and  its  continuation  in  the  old 

Princeton  School,  and  the  reactions  to  and 
deviations  from  Edwardian  Calvinism  lead-

ing  up to  modernism. 
Coneeming  the  Calvinistic  complexion  of 

early  New  E ngland,  Prof.  Gerstner  points 
to  the  Pilgrims  and Puritans;  the  Calvinistic 

imprint  of  the  seventeenth  and  early 
eigh teenth eentury writers;  the affirmation of 

the  Calvinistic  faith  by  general  synods 
(Cambridge  1660 );  preaching  in  the  first 
half  century  which  was  concerned  with 

the  whole  cotlnscl  of  God;  and  popular 
(.'dueation  which  was  under  the  guidance 

of  the  Westminster  Catechislns  and  em· 
ployed  the  New  England  Primer.  While 

this  constituted  the  dominant  stream,  cer-
tain  strong  reactions  aro  also  mentioned  in 

some  detail. 
I appreciated  this  paper for its  fine  hand-

ling  of  history.  It was  also  very  infonna-
tive.  Particularly  useful  is  the  sketch  of 

the  departure  from  the  Calvinistic  faith 
that  took  place  after  Edwards  under  SUell 
men  as  Chauncy,  Channing,  Bellamy, 

Beecher,  Taylor,  and  others. 

If I may  be  so  bold  I should  put  a 
question  mark  behind  two  sta t eme nl ~ 

made  by  Prof.  Cerstner.  F irst ,  were  the 
Puritans  really  good  Calvinists  h istorically? 
Second,  was  Edwards  true  to  the  Calvin-

Istic  heritage  as  eompared  with  the  old 

Princeton  of the  Hodges  and  Warfield? 

Prof.  Woolley  begins by  telling  his  au-

(lience  that  at  the  tum  of  t11e  century  the 
situation  was  marked  by  doctrinal  indif· 

ference,  interdenominational  activity  (evan-
gelism,  organiztltion,  reform)  and  depen-
dence  on  Europe.  The  first  quarter  was 

marked  by  the  social  and  economic  ap-
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plication of the GospeL Uoctrinal decline, 

mass evangelism, refonn l'.eal, common 

worship, and theological development also 
characterize this period. Woolley sum

marizes thu ~: ''11le first twenty-five years 
of this century, then, were notable for 

Illany things but in this survey it is im

portant to see the outlines of the battle 

field and the trends of war. The figure 

is deliberate. It was a battle·field. There 
was a war - not only Ule age-<>ld war of 

righteousness against sin on every front, 
but a particular war within the ranks of 

the Refonned" (p. 49). 

The second quartcr Wall characterized by 
lloctrlool changu, power centrali7.ation 

(within denominations, intra-denomina

tional, and on Ule broad ecumenical level) , 
new l)ronou nccments on worship and mar

riage, and a strong development in Chris
tian lower education. In summary: "Mass 

evangelism still lies in the hands of the 
pietist..... The reform of individual con
duct is still widely regarded as the chief 

work of the church .. . but the immediate 
future lies with the adequate handling of 

the two great questions of the centralization 
of ecclesiastical authority and the Scrip
tural validity of neo-orthodoxy" (pp. 58, 59). 

Woolley is convinced, with respect to the 
first question "that 'all church power ... 

is only ministerial and declarative ... that 

no church judicatory ought to pretend to 
make laws to bind the conscience in virtuo 
of its own authority', and of the further 

principle that a constitution must remain 
such and not become a rule book" (pp. 59, 

60). 
Concerning nco-orthodoxy, Prof. Woolley 

does not believe tllat it tc.1chCli a system of 

doctrine compatible with tlle Scriptures; 
he holds that 10 say wilh Barth that Christ 

i..'J elect and reprobato is a sign of fuzzy 
thinking. 

Wlum wo consider that tile theological 
development and emphasis in the largest 
Presbyterian body, the U.S.A., has been 
exactly along these lines of power centrali

7.ation and increasing adherence to nco

orthodoxy we begin to realize the chasm 
that exists between those called Calvinists, 
both in practice and in faith. 

This chnsm was also clearly set forth 

by J. Moody McDill, who represented the 
Southern Presbyterian Church. He told 

his audience that most members of his 
church hold Simultaneously to the concept 

of the sovereignty of God and the real 
power of contrary choice (p. 78); and he 

cites one leader who thinks of the thcology 
presented by Louis Bcrkhof as "so nalTow 

that it would exclude from the 'Calvinistic 

circle of faith' most of tIle lines of innu
ence . .. by Calvin in tho South generally" 

(p. 79). The author further speaks of the 
"unrealistic blindness of sentimental pro
fessions of 'High' Calvinism" and illustrates 

It with the story of tIle doctor who had a 
Presbyterian unclo who held that the 

Westminster Confession of Faith was sac· 
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rosanct. But when he was confronted with 

some ideas from the Confessions copied 
on the doctor's letterhead, the uncle snorted, 

"Nobody's believed that for fifty years." 

The doctor then told him that he had 
copied it "right out of the Confession of 
Faith" (p. 79). Furthermore, evidence is 

submitted to show that the doctrine of 
election is Simply not taught in the South

ern Presbyterian Church, and the fact that 

more than two thirds of the Presbyteries 
in 1938-1939 openly repudiated the "more 
'High-Calvinistic' statements in tho West

minster Confession of Faith" concerning 
forcordination. Final\y, the speaker rejoices 

that a number of Ph. D. dissertations on 
Calvin recently appeared in his Church, 

in which the studcnts are concerned to 

understand Calvin "in terms of contem
porary problems, and they have discovercd 

the element of humanity in Calvin thnt 
has been too long hidden" (p. 81). 

This strikes me as not particularly 

astute or honest, when Calvin gave us the 
grammatico-historical mcu\Od of exegeting 

Scripture, to tum around and to interpret 
him on the basis of contemporary problems. 

He would not have a chance, anymore 

than Paul and Jesus have a chance when 
Fosdick gives his modern interpretation of 
the Bible. Besides, it is not tile elcment of 

humanity in Calvin that the world needs, 
but his Cod-ccntered Wnking and living. 

All in all, the rtatistical picture pre
sented by Dr. McDill is cxtremely dis

couraging for the cause of historic Calvin
ism; and if his estimate is right, I am 

thoroughly disUiusioned with our Sou thenl 
Presbyterian brcthren. 

A survey of the Midwestenl Hegion was 
presented by Dr. Jerome Dejong, a pruJtor 

of the Reformed Church in America. TIlis 
paper says little and is colorless, and 

undiscriminating. Witness the last par. 
agraph which tells us thnt the picture is 

not altogether dark because the "Back to 
Cod Hour" and "Temple Time" 11avo n 

world-wide audience. Barth and Brunner 

have stimulated Calvinistic thinking some
what among us, and many of our younger 

ministers are taken up with existentialism 
and the new approach to the gospel and 

the Scripture. 
Apart from the fact that tile author 

identifies "existentialism" with "existential," 

when he refers to Ursinus and Oleviaous 

and their doctrine of extstem the allthor's 
optimistic appraisal of neo-orthodoxy and 
existentialism as aim to Calvinism has me 

completely floored.. 

After Dr. Hoogstra, who is the secre-

tary of the Calvinistic Action Committee, 

had sketched various attempts at meeting 
on the international level, Dr. Jaarsma bcgrm 

the discussion on the prospects of Calvin
ism. He compared Augustine, who held 

that one cannot learn from words without 
things, with W. H. Burton (The Culdance 
of Learning ActlvUles) who holds that the 

process of learning "prohibits the possibility 

of fixed outcomes required uniformly of 
1111." 

Dr. Jaars.ma thinks that Augustine and 

Burton are both partially right and partially 
wrong and it is up to Calvinism to "set 

the educational house of today in order and 
rescue thill sphere of human thought and 
action from its self-induced chaos" (p. 1(9), 

Although the modern approach denies the 
objectivity 'of truth, it has nevertheless a 
valuable contribution to make with its 
concept of the unity of personality. How

ever, Calvinism can furnish educational 
theory and practice with a sound anthro

pology, with well-fonnulated goals (it is 
principle conscious) and it can set the 
educational hOl.ISC in order by giving 
"educational tlleory and practice institu
tional expression" (P. 116), 

The last chapter in the book was written 

by Dr. E. Osterhaven of \Vestem Theo
logical Seminary, also a minister in the 

Reformed Church in America. Ho says 
there are at least three kinds of Calvinism: 

cultural, broad, and orthodox. I do not 
agree that cultural Calvinism cannot be 
orthodox. If one does not emphasize the 
cultural aspects of Calvinism in the political. 

social, economic, and scientific fields one 
cannot properly speak: of Calvinism at all. 

And the repudiation of the thcologlcal 
foundation of Calvinism does not inhere in 
the cultural interpretation. Without the 
cultura l implic.1tions one can indeed have 
the Rcfonned faith as expressed in the 

historic Reformed creeds, but not Calvin
ism. That is why I cannot share tho 

optimism of De Jong on the basis thllt the 
Refomled faith is being preached. We 

have many preachers in our Reformed 
communions who seck to be true to the 

Dible and the creeds in matter~ relating to 
our eternal salvation, but who havo no 

lIppreciation of Calvinism as a world-view. 
For the rest, I think OSlcrhaven is right 

in accepting the orthodox, that is, historic 

interpretation of Warfield and Kuyper. 

As to its prospects, the author sees some 

reasons for pessimism. Calvini5m is re
pugnant to the natural man; is a compre

hensive body of trutl. and hence not easy 
of assimilation; is held in certain quarters 

too provincially; and, cannot break through 

the hard shell of worldliness and mater· 
ialism occasioned by prosperity. On the 
other hand, there are reasons for optimism: 
the current thcological revival; the realistic 
view of human nature held by Calvinism; 

the biblical character of the Reformed 
faith, which ought to bring those who 

study the Bible to something like our 
position; and the cosmopolitan c1l.'\racter of 

Calvinism. 
In conclusion Dr. Osterhaven makes bold 

to suggest a rosy future if certain develop

ments will be undertaken. First, he cites 
the need of an adequate scholarship, which 

to his mind is conspicuous by its abscnce. 
In answer to this charge, nol to mention 
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the score of books that have been written 
by the scvcra1 members of the faculty of 

Westminster Seminary, I want to cite the 

fact that the late Prof. L . & rkhof alone 
upheld the honor of his school on the 
score of authorship. Besides, there is 

appearing in a swift succession of volumes 
a new Commentary on the New Testa

ment from the pen of Dr. William Hen

driksen. Furthennore, what authori ty has 
Dr. Osterhaven for his contention that in 

our communion "the prevailing attitude 

among many of the men is that of fear of 
deviation"? I have heard this fear exllfcsscd 
upon occasion but it always sounded to 

lIle as a lame excuse on the part of those 
who in the last thirty years have produced 

nothing And are trying to cover up. \Vhere 

is the man worth his salt as a scholar, and 
who has something to say to our times, 

wllo is so fearful of falling into heresy that 
he is wll!ing to be gagged by th is fear? In 
my humblc opinion, there is a lot more of 

fear of the world, fear of being thought an 
obscurantist, fear of not making the grade 

scientifically that keeps men from writing. 
Secondly, ~our future" says the speaker, 

"'is contingent on our courage in re-thinking 

our positions. Theological liberallsm ... 

has at least been courageous. A 'hide-bound' 
traditionalism, on the other hand, often 

lacks courage and has wi thin it the seeds 
of uellth ... It would be better to Ilnve 
$Orne heresy now and then than a cringing 

fear of nOIl-confonnity" ( 132). 

To the present reviewer that statement 
presents false alternatives. No one who 

defends the faith of the fathers wants hide
bound conservatism. Neither should such 
a defense be ascribed to "cringing feM of 
non-conformity." Such emotive word~ re

mind one of the liberal dictum of I ~os di ck 

that no intelUge'lt theologian believes in the 
virgin birth. Desides, in my book, liberaliSm 

certainly was 1I0t courageous, but it hastily 
gave up the historic Christian faitJ. because 
of a cringing fear of being stigmatizc<i itS 

obscurantist, unscientific, narrow, bigotc<i, 
elc. I helieve n good case could be made 

for the contention tIlat the couragc was on 
the side of such men as Orr, Vos, Machen, 

Warfield nnd others who defended Ihe faith 
against Ihe re·thinkers of a previous day. 

Thirdly, Dr. Osterhaven sees a rosy future 

if only we will keep our minds op-cn to the 
further discoveries in the various sciences. 

Father Calvin, says he, was not afraid of 
scientific progress. Again, "intelligent Chris

tian persollS should not place themselves 

in a position of rejection of standard 
scientific fact," for this discrc<iits the 

Church. and many identify orthodox theol
ogy wilh obscurantism. However, may I 

point out that this is begging the question, 
since tIle wl10le matter of Btantkrd $Clelltlfi!; 

fact is in dl~pute. The defenders of tho 
fai th and their anti· theistic opponents are 

basically at odds on the question as to what 
constitutes a fact, a law, evidence, etc. 

Fourthly, the future depends upon "the 
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relevance of the message we send out to 
our world" Here we are warned against 

wooden ways of presenting the truth. 

Finally, there is a need for "recapturing 

the genuine piety thAt waits on God and 
receives his blessing," to which every Cal
vinistic heart will respond with an "amen." 

Let me conclude by saying that if this 
is a fai r idea of what we can accomplish 

by getting delegates from various repre
sentative Calvinistic churches together, the 

result, to my mind, is meager. As long as 
some regard Barth as a champion of Cal

vinism today (Bertalall, p. 135) and others, 

(Oostendorp, Woolley) do not consider 
him to be a Calvinist at all , there is no 

point in talking about ecumenical Calvin· 
ism and imagining that we can have a 

message for thc world. 

I would not recommend this book for 

the common man. It is misleading and 
confuSing, for the sound of the trumpet is 

uncertain. But all of Ihe ministers of our 

Calvinistic churches ought to study it in 
order to see how hopelessly the historic 

Calvinistic churches are dividc<i on basic 
issues, such as predestination, and modern 
issues, as for example, Barthianism. Woolley 

is baSically right. We shall have to face 
tIle issue on nco-orthodoxy and on the 

hierarchical centralization that is taking 
place in historic Reforme<j communions to

day. 
HENRY n. VAN TIL 

Luther's World of Thought 
by HEINRICH 80RNKAMM 
Concordia Pubti$hing House, SI. Loui., Mo., 31S 
ptoget. $3.00. 

The reading of this lxxlk is high adven

ture. Dr. Born1camm, Professor of Ch\1tch 
History at Heidelberg University, is a 
lrusted guide. His many years of service 

as a teacher as well as many hooks and 
articles testify to his intimate knowledge nf 
the great German rdonner. 

Bornkamm deals with many facets of 

Luther's life and teaching. Mler following 
Bomtamm in his guided tour of Luther's 
world of U~ g ht, the reader knows that 
Luther was more than a theologian. He 

was a leader scnt of God to explore many 
areas of thought and life in the light of 

the Scriptures. It is impossible to assess 
anyone chapter as being of more value d.an 
others. The olles that particularly intrigued 

me were tJwse dealing with "The Hidden 
and Revealc<i God", "Fai th", and "God and 
History". Ufe and death, man's whole 

Ililgrimage all earth was illumined by 
Luther's grasp of the meanings of Cod's 
inspired revelation. This is a book which 
\vill be read with interest and laid aside 
ollly to be picked up again and read with 

new interest and understanding. 
Ilcsidcs owing a debt to author Born

kamm we thank the translator Martin H. 
Bertram for making this book available to 

readers not conversant with the German 
language. ALEXANDER C. DE JONG 
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