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MAY YOU HAVE
•

I

Grandpa took Carol an his knee and said, ''I'm going to teU you a Christmas story,"
Carol was delighted. Gmndpa was a wonderful storyteller. And Christmas was coming
in a few days. Carol was six years old.
This was Grandpa's story. There was a rabbit that we shall call Hopper. Hopper loved
to e.'lt grains of oats. His mother warned him not to eat so much of the rich food. But he
loved oats and found it hard to leave the grain alone.
One day a big truck dropped a whole load of the grain right in the middle of the 6eld.
There had been so much oats that year that the granaries couldn't hold it all.
Hopper was happy. He got to work at once, eating oats. He was so busy eating that he
d idn't notice another truck coming. The truck dUffiJ!ed its load of oats right on poor Hopper.
He wriggled, kicked and squinned. Before he could dig himself out from under the big pile
of grain another truck came with its load of oats, and another, and another. It was hopeless.
Hopper couldn't dig himself out from under the mountain of oats, and the life was choked
out of him.
"That's my Christmas story," said Grandpa .
"But, Grandpa," protested Carol, "that's not a Christmas story at all ."
"It doesn't sound like one, docs it, my dear," said Grandpa in a kindly tone. "But it really
is a Christmas stnry. The story is really about thousands and thousands of people around
Christmas time. These people think only of good things to eat, more eats, toys, fun, gifts and
more gifts. They think only of things and their souls choke under the mountain of things. This
mountain of things chokes the real life and joy out of Christmas for such people."
Yes, it's only a story. But may its thrust not be lost on us . What a pity it is that things
and more things so often choke the liFe out of Christmas. Christmas gets to be a hectic pace,
a mad rush, overloaded stomnchs, tired bodies, pampered children. Tinsel, candy, nuts, food ,
presents  that and that only is Christmas to so many. And, in too large a measure it is that
also to many Christians.
What a pity that this day with its utterly blessed meaning should become that to so many.
Christmas should rather enter our hearts as an a.ngel's song. Christmas should fall on our souls
as a hymn coming through the crisp night air.
To this troubled, tonnented earth with its wars and tumults, its suspicions and hatred, its
fearful possibilities For destruction, Christmas should come on cushioned feet , speaking to men
of the amazing love of God in Christ Jesus, of the peace that passeth understanding, of the
forgiveness of sins in the shed blood of Him who was born in Bethlehem in order to die on
Calvary's cross.
Christmas should mean a profound quietude of soul before the Holy God of heaven and
earth. Christmas should fall upon our spirits as a gentle dew from heaven, the gentle dew of
d ivine mercy upon a sincursed earth.
Christmas means "God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on Him should not perish but have everlasting life."
Thus truly understood Christmas becomes something more than a quiet voice with its
message of infinite peace. It becomes a call like that of the clear, penetrating, bell.like sound
of the trumpet, beckoning men to repentance, to confession, and to devoted service to him
who was born the King of kings and the Lord of lords.
Let our prayer be that the true meaning of Christmas may burst upon our souls with al1
the beauty of an angel's song. May Christmas mean Christ to us, Christ as our Saviour from
sin, Christ as the King of our lives. May we have Chrisbnas, real Christmaf.
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The Pillars of Our Church
m
The Place and Purpose of the Pulpit
PETER Y. DE JONG

W

ITHIN recent weeks we again commemorated

the grace of God which operated providentially to produce some centuries ago the reformation
of his church on earth.
Our attention centered itself among other things
on the precious privilege of having been incorporated
in that spiritual body. We appreciated anew the sentiments of that great man of God, John Calvin, when
he addresses believers in his Institutes of the Christian Religion on the advantage s of belonging to
Christ's church.
"But as our present design is to treat of the visible
Church. we may learn even from the title of mother,
how useful and even necessary it is for us to know her;
since there is no other way of entrance into life. unless we
are conceived by her, born of her. nourished at her breast,

and continunlly preserved under her care and government
till we arc d ivested of this mortal flesh, and 'become like
the angels.' For our infirmity will not admit of our dismission from her school ; we must continue under her instruction nnd discipline to the end of our lives . • It is a lso to be remarked, that out of her bosom
there c.1n be no hope of remission of sins, or of nn y salvation . .. ." ( Bk. IV, iv )

Thereupon h e proceeds to instruct us in the method which our heavenly Father is pleased
to employ for our education . Calling attention to the several offices which have b een
instituted for our spiritual welfare, he adds,
"\Ve see the means expressed ; the preaching of the heavenly doctrine is assigned to the pastors.
\Ve see that all are placed under the same regulation, in order that they may submit themselves
with gentleness and docility of mind to be governed by the pastors who arc appointed for this
purpose. . . . It is Cod who inspires liS with faith , but it is through tho instrumentality of the
gospel, according to tho d eclaration of Paul, 'that fa ith cometh by hearing.' So also the power
to save resides in God, but, as the same apostle testifies ill another p lace, he displays it in the
preaching of the gospel. . . . This is attended with a twofold adva ntage. For on the onc hand,
it is a good proof of our obedience when we listen to his min
~ t ers
just as if he were addressing
us himseU; nnd on the other hand, he has c hosen for our infinnity to address us through the
medium of human interpreters, that he may sweetly allure us to him, rather than to d rive \IS
away by his thunders. . . : ' Bk. IV, v)

These lengthy quotations show how radicall y the Reformation broke with the traditions which had encrusted the Roman church throughout the medieval period. Again
the emphasis was placed where Christ and the apostles had plaeed it - on the church
as a spiritual mother and teacl1Cr of those who are called to eternal glory and not as
the mediatrix and dispenser of grace. Thus the undcnnining of the sacramental structure upon which Rome had reared its imposing edifice was signalized. The clarion call
of the reformers was to a spirituality evoked and nourished by the truths of the H oly
Scriptures.
Now the pillars of the church are no longer to be conceived of as an impressive liturgy
centered in the sacraments, an all-powerful hierarchy culminating in the pope of Rome
as intermediaries between the people and Cod, an authoritative theology based more on
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the traditions of men than on the teachings of God. The church rather rests in
and upon the Word of the living God.
This has been admirably demonstrated b y
Dr. W. H endriksen in his recent article
in this series. But as a necessary corollary
to the supremacy of the Word was the
uncompromising insistence by the reformers on the place and purpose of the pulpit

in the church. Cod is pleased to make

I

r

lise of the ministry of men, who make
known his gospel of salvation and call l1 is
people to repentance and faith.
As we set ourselves to commemorate our
centclUlial as Christian Reformed Church,
we may not forget that we aTC spiritual
heirs of the Refonnation. Thus we should
investigate what the pulpit means to us
as individuals and church. Have we preserved intact this heritage of the centrality
of the proclaimed Word in our divine
worship? Do we understand the uniqueness of the Reformed pulp it as set forth
by our confessional stand ards and liturgical writings? ]n view of the growing apostasy in both the United States and Canada
we should ask whether we have possibly
also weakened on the biblical teaching concern ing the natw·e and function of the
pulpit. Also here we must pledge ourselves
to continual reformation, in order that in
the way of faithfulness to the Word we
may enjoy the assurance of God's grace
as we face our second hundred years of
history. To these and similar questions we
should address ourselves, in order that our
centenni al celebration may attain its high
purpose and hold out the promise of holy
fruition.
Is Our Pulpit Distinctive ?
Within the past few years we have enjoyed the pr i vilege of meeting several
dozen members of the Christian Refonned
Church who have come from the "outside."
These good folk reside in points as widespread as Canada and California, Michigan
and Missouri, Ohio and Oklahoma. Some
had never held membership in Christ's
church b efore; others h ad united with us
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after long years of membership in other
d enominations.
Nearly all of them we asked why they
had felt attracted to the Christian Refo rmed Church; what they considered to be
possibly the most unique aspect of it'i life.
Invari ably they insisted that the most
distinctive feature of the Christian Reformed Church in their opinion was its
pulpit.
Often they commented on the characteristic p lace which the sennon occupies
in Our worship. Many expressed apr
e cia
~
tion for the clarity with which the basic
Christian doctrines were expounded from
week to week. Some marvelled at the sustained interest of our people in preaching.
They were surprised that preaching could
remain fres h from year to year. Many
stated that never before h ad they realized
how relevant the Word of God was for the
daily life of modern man. But without exception they were convin ced that the Christian Reformed Church as they knew it was
unique because it preached "the Word, the
whole Word and nothing but the Word."
Such testimonies are refreshing and heartening, particularly to those who have been
Christian Heformed all their lives. They
attest to the undeniable fact that sou nd
Scriptural preaching always attracts the
hungering heart and challenges the enlightened mind. Our pulpits have been influential throughout the years, likely far
more than we realize or some of us might
even care to grant.
But besides refreshing us, these testimonies should spur us on.
Tllis challenges every member of the
church to examine anew what the pulpit
menns to him. We must understand the
centrality of preaching for the life of the
congregation. No doubt, we have taken
this precious gift of God too much for
gran ted and in large measure abused our
privilege. Have we possibly becom e so
accustomed to the p attern of Refonned
worship, that we are no longer stimulated
by it? Are there among us perhaps tenden-
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cies which point to a weakening of the
scriptural grounding of every sermon? Do
we realize what God commands the p ulpit to be and to do? Are we as ministers
and members seeking to preserve its true
character and promote its effectiveness?
What the Reformed Pulpit Should Be
Our fathers in the gracious providence
of Cod were led to establish the Christian
Reformed Church. Their chief aim was to
raise up in this new world a consistent and
unconfuscd witness to the Reformed faith.
This, they were convinced, gave them
undeniable right in the eyes of God to
separate existence.
They believed it was essential that a
church should do more than subscribe to
some Refonned confess ional standards. The
church was obligated to know those confessions, to be sincerely convinced of their
scriptural character, to implement the subscription by a consistent preaching and
practicing of the Reformed faith as the
most complete and consistent expression of
the living Word.
Thus when we examine the place and
purpose of the pulpit in our churches, we
must first find an answer to the question:
How did our fathers conceive of this?
This is clearly stated in our confessional
standards, the liturgical formularies and the
Church Order, all of which are still binding upon ministers and members in our
denomination today.
Several Significant r e f ere n ce s to the
preaching of the Word are found in the
Belgic Confession. It insists on the sufficiency of the Scriptures as the only rule of
faith and concludes that "it is unlawful fOl'
anyone, though an apostle, to teach otherwise than we are now taught in the Holy
Scriptures" (Art. VI ). The true church is
to be foun d there where "the pure doctrine
of the gospel is preached" (Art. XXIX).
For the spiritual polity of the church
Christ has instituted and called "'ministers
or pastors to preach the Word of God ..,"
and the reasons assigned for this are "'that
by these means the true religion may be
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preserved, and the true doctrine everywhere propagated" (Art. XXX) . Even the
magistrates are exhorted "'to protect the
sacred ministry, that the kingdom of Christ
may be promoted. They must therefore
countenance the preaching of the Word of
the gospel everywhere, that God may be
honored and worshipped by everyone, as
He commands in His Word" (Art. XXXVI).
The Heidelberg Catechism also mentions and somewhat delineates the nature
and purpose of preaching. Christ is said
to gather his church by both his Spirit

and Word (L.D. XXI, 54). Preaching is
specifically mentioned as the means employed by the Holy Spirit to work faith in
the hearts of the hearers (L.D. XXV, 65 ).
Both the preaching and the sacraments
"are designed to direct our faith to the
sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross as
the only ground of our salvation" (L.D.
XXV, (Jl). It is to be regarded as the first
of the keys by which the kingdom of
heaven is opened to b elievers and shut
against unbelievers ( L.D. XXXI, 83). The
manner and efficacy of such faithful preachting is elaborately set forth in the very next
answer. Mention is even made of "strictly"
preaching the ten commandments (L.D.

XLIV, llS ).
But of far greater importance for the
subject at hand are the Canons of Dart.
The fathers were convinced that even such
a profound truth as divine election "is still
to be published in due time and place in
the Church of God, for which it was peculiarly designed, provided it be done with
reverence, in the spirit of discretion and
piety, for the glory of God's most Holy
Name, and for the enlivening and comforting of His people, without vainly attempting
to investigate the secret ways of the Most
High" ( I, Art. 14). If we had no other
statement than this from the Reformed
fathers, we would still know with a large
meaSwe of clarity and completeness what
they considered preaching to be.
Yet there are many other references to
this subject. To whom the gospel must be
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brought is admirably stated. The "promise,
together with the command to repent and
believe, ought to be declared and published to all nations, and to all persons
promiscuously and without distinction, to
whom God in His good pleasure sends the
gospel" (II, Art. 5), God brings man to a
saving knowledge of himself and to true
conversion 'by the operation of the Holy
Spirit, through the word or ministry of
reconciliation" (III-IV, Art. 6). Thus all
the hearers are "called" by the ministry of
the Word which may never be equated
with human speculations or sophisms. Indeed, the work of reconciliation is not
"effected merely by the external preaching
01 the gospel" (III-IV, Art. 11). Yet these
warnings did not cause the Reformed
leaders to hesitate in assigning great significance to preaching. Rather, they urged
upon the believers "the use of the gospel,
which the most wise God has ordained to
be the seed of regeneration and food for the
soul ... For grace is conferred by means
of admonitions; and the more readily we
perform our duty, the more clearly this
favor God, working in us, usually manifests
itself, , ," (III-IV, Art. 17).
The value of the proclaimed Word for
our spiritual growth is extolled in these
words, "And again by His Word and Spirit,
He certainly and effectually renews them to
repentance, to a sincere and godly sorrow
for their sins, that they may seek and obtain remission in the blood of the Mediator,
may again experience the favor of a reconciled God, through faith adore His mercies,
and henceforth more diligently work out
their own salvation with fear and trembling" (V, Art. 7). All this is beautifully
summarized in words found near the conclusion of the Canons, "And as it has
pleased God, by the preaching of the
gospel, to begin this work of grace in us,
so He preserves, continues and perfects it
by the hearing and reading of His Word,
by meditation thereon, and by the exhortations, threatenings, and promises
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thereof, and by the use of the sacraments"
(V, Art. 14).
The liturgical formularies, all of which
date from this period of early Reformed
history, merely reinforce this strong emphasis on the place and purpose of the
pulpit. Repeatedly in the CoUection of
Christian Prayers God is asked so to bless
the preaching of the Word that it may be
effective to salvation and growth in grace.
In the Forms for baptism and profession of
faith believers are expected to express a
wholehearted affirmation to "the doctrine
which is contained in the Old and the New
Testament, and in the articles of the
Christian faith, and which is taught here
in this Christian church, to be the true and
complete doctrine of salvation."
Much more elaborately is this dealt with
in the Form for the Ordination of Ministers
of God's Word. Such ministers are the
spiritual shepherds who must feed the
church in the pasture which "is nothing
else but the proclamation of the gospel."
They must "thoroughly and Sincerely present to their people the Word of the Lord,
... and apply the same, as well in general
as in particular, for the benefit of the
hearers; instructing, admonishing, comforting, and approving, according to everyone's
need; proclaiming repentance toward God
and reconciliation with Him through faith
in Jesus Christ; and refuting with the Holy
Scriptures all errors and heresies which
conflict with this pure doctrine," The congregation is urged to "remember that God
Himself through him speaks unto you, and
entreats you. Receive the '~ord,
which he,
according to the Scripture, shall preach
unto you, not as the word of men, but, as
it is in truth, the word of God."
(Continued on J>lJge 14)

What is next

in the PILLARS series?
See page 13
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Christian Reformed Synods on the Question
of the Relation of Church and School
HENRY R. VAN TIL
HE RELATIONSHIP of the chmch to (Acts, 1953, p. 146). To a reques t for a
the fi eld of education in general and study committee which would seek a way
particularly the right of the ch urch to main- in which Calvin College could be turned
tain a college has been a question of p eren- over to a society without jeopardizing her
nial interest and intermittent d ebate in existence or orthodoxy, synod answered
Reformed circles. That general education that it questioned the validity of the
does not b elong to the task of the church is premise behind this overture, namely, "that
commonly accepted, or has been generally the church can maintain a college only in
agreed upon until now. But in practice, an emergency." This premise was disfor the sake of expediency, the Church has allowed "since past synods have repeatedly
often assumed the responsibility of ed ucat- asserted that the church has the right to
ing its members, especially in the field of maintain a college" (Acts, 1953, pp. 145,
higher education. All the church-owned 146 ).
The same synod was also confronted by
colleges of our country b ear mute evidence
to the latter statement.
an overture requesting that steps be taken
However, from time to time voices of toward sepa r atin g Calvin College and
protest are raised against this p ractice. Seminary, "in order that the college may
There arc those in every generation who b e turned over to a parental society, estabwould recal] the church to its primary task lished for that purpose" (Acts, p. 544) . To
of preaching the Gospel to every creature. this synod replied, "Our church and its
Others would have her recognize the basic people arc not ready for such a drastic
Calvinistic princip le of sphere sovereignty. action at this t ime" ( italics added) and,
Reverberations of such protest were heard "Past synods have time and again faced
at the 1956 synod of the Christian Re- this issue and upheld the present arrangeformed Church through various overtures ment maintaining the right of the church
calling for society-owned junior .coll eges. to maintain a college, and the grounds then
Other overtures asked synod to move slowly given have not been invalidated" (Acts,
in its expansion program for Calvin College 1953, p. 145).
and to consider severing the connection betw~n
the college and the church which 1955 - Principle
owns and supports it.
That is one side of the picture. The
p resent practice is upheld on the ground
1953
of tradition and necessity, and gradually
Only three years ago synod decided in we are becoming unw illing to face the
response to a request for reduction of fo rce of the princip le involved. On the
quotas in an area where a junior college other h and , the Synod of 1955 approved
was b eing organized that "as long as Calvin a statement concerning a philosophy of
College and Seminary remain the property education which contradicts this practice.
of the denomin ation, every church in the We arc told, in this statement, that the
denomination is obliged to pay its propor- "Christian Reform ed Church considers the
tionate part of its maintenance. This policy family tlle foundation of aU educational
had b een established b y preceding synods" efforts and charges the parents, on the basis

T
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of the covenant p romise and mandate, with
full ed u cat ional responsibility" ( italics
added). The church's responsibility is summarized in one sentence, "And she employs
catechesis to instruct the youth of the
church in the fundamentals of the Christi an faith" (Acts, 1955, p. 196 ). Later,
when this repor t outlines the basic commitments in Cluistian education it repeats,
«The responsibility for education rests upon
the parents (Deut. 6:6-9). In parents has
been vested the authority and upon them
rests the responsibility to bring up their
children in the nurture and admonition of
the Lord, and t o do th is i n w isdom
(Eph. 6,1-4; Col. 3,20-21)
. . Parents
have the right and duty to avail themselves of assistance in the education of
their children by means of social institutions which are able and willing to carry
forward their God - g i ven t ask." (Ibid,
p. 198). Although th e church serves as an
agency in the education of youth, her
instruction is said to b e moral-spiritual in
character for the development of covenant
consciousness and voluntary profession of
faith. And since the Christian school is
the only social agency that can provide a
Christian education "the church is duty
bound to encourage and assist in the establishment and maint e nan ce of Christian
schools" (Ibid, p . 199. Italics added).
Thus the basic di s junction between
principle and practice stands b efore us. It
is not my purpose in this introductory
study to analyze critically the issues or to
debate them, but simply to go back in the
archives of the church and to give ourselves
the b enefit of a little historical survey on
this question.

1912 -

Important Decisions

Happily it will not b e necessary to canvass all the Acts from the beginnings of
the church a hundred years ago, since our
synods faced the issues on two separate
occasions, and the synodicru comit~s
of pre-adVice made a survey of previous
d ecisions in the matter. I refer to the
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synods of 1912 and 1926. It is true that in
1934 Classis H ackensack reopened the matter with an overture (Cf. Agenda II, p. IV )
but this was qu i ckl y rejected on the
grounds that ''"Previous synodical decisions
referred to do not necessarily mean that
college and church must eve ntu a lly be
separated", and, "Although the church does
not have the positive task of maintaining a
college of liberal arts, nevertheless it has
the right to do so" ( here reference is made
to the Acts of 1926), and "There are serious practical objections to the proposed
separation."
Since the reference point h ere also is the
past, let us go to the past and listen to the
traditions of the elders.
The year is 1912, two years before the
holocaust of World \Var L Our fath ers
are still debating in the language of their
native land. Synod was convened in Roseland, Chicago, Illinois. Grand Rapids h ad
not yet become the Jerusalem of the Christian Reformed ChUl'ch. ]n article thirtysix the report of the committee re Th eologiselle School en College is presented by
the Reverend W . P. Van W yk. The 6rst
point of business concerns the relation of
church and school (seminary) and college.
The synod decided according to the advice
of its committee:
(1) That the principle - namely, that the
college (p r epa r a t o r y school and college
rol?et) proceed from a society - is pure;
urther, that the church neither can nor may
transfer the college until a society has been
organized which is able to guaran tee the Refonned quality and the scientific standard
of the instruction, and her financial capacity
to maintain such an institution.
(2) 'Ibat the church is ready t o transfer
the school (preparatory school and college
proper) to a society as soon as it can offer
such guarantee.
(3) 'Ibat the church is willing to turn over
the literary education of the future ministers
of the word to the college, provided:
(a) The society which maintains and directs
the college is willing to place the college under ecclesiastical supCTVision, which is to be
detennined later.
(b) The society offer sufficient warrant
th at the instruction given at her college be
solid and Reformed.
(c) The society shall be bound to consider
the interests of the ch urch, and its special
demands of those who seek to be admitted
to the study of 'Ibeology;

r,
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The third point is thus fonnuL-lted since
your committee judges that thus;
a) The church will have the necessall'
guarantee that her interests will be recognized
in the literal)' training; b) the college can
best deve10p itself according to its nature; and
c) unnecessary expenses will be avoided.

This report was accepted by the synod.
Synod also decided to appoint a committee
composed of one representative from every
classis to serve the following synod with

advice concerning, "( 1) The organization
of a society for both secondary and higher
education, and, (2) The transfer of the
college ( preparatory school and college
proper ) to the society to be established
with further stipulations." Finally the synod,
holding to the opinion:
( 1 ) That the college at prescnt is wholly
the property of the church,
(2) That the church has brought the college to its presently attained stature under
the blessing of God,
3) That the church will not transfer the
col\ e~
to a society without safe provisions,
(4) That the development of the college
may not be hindered but must be advnnced
even in the period of transition,
earnestly urges that the entire church by
word and deed indicate that she is ready to
cooperate for such a development" (Cf. Acta
1912, pp. 20, 3 1) .

1926 -

Pattern Set

The work that came to fruition in 1926
was spark-plugged by two overtures in
1924, one from the Classis PeUa and the
other from Ostfriesland, asking the church
to take steps toward the separation of
church and school on the basis of decisions
of previous synods and on the basis of the
p rinciple repeatedly enunciated by our
synods (Cf. Acts 1894, Act. 48; 1896, Art.
114; 1898, 1900, 1008, 1910, 1912, 1914) ,
that secondary and higher education ought,
on the basis of principle, to proceed from a
society. Synod d ecided against the recommendation of its committee on pre-advice,
namely, not to enter into the question but
to maintain the college temporarily as an
ecc1esiastical institution. Instead it appointed a committee to study the whole
matter, both as to the principle and the
practical problems involved, and to serve
the following synod with advice. This
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answer was consid ered sufficient for both
Iowa overtures.
So we come to the work of the synod of
1926. The place is Englewood, Chicago,
lIlinois. The languages spoken indicate the
time of transition, for both English and
Dutch appear in the Acts. The Reverend
I. Van D ellen preached the synodical sermon and we find the following ministers
o n the podium: Van W y k, Keegstra,
Hylkema and Zwier, all since gone to their
reward.
Concerning the separation of church and
college we read that the synod adopted the
advice of its comm ittee (Cf. Agendn, p. 41).
Since the rest of the decisions made at that
time How from and are subservient to the
main decision, I s11all pass these b y for the
present and give the materials in paraphrase from the Agenda of 19"26. H ere we
find a broad appraisal dealing with the
history of the problem as fonn er synods had
discussed it, a consideration of the principles involved, and a reference to the practice of Protestant groups in the past. Upon
the b asis of its analysis the committee came
to a definite conclusion, namely, "that the
acknowledgment of the principle of the
free school does not invalidate the question
concerning the practical adVisab ility of
separating Calvin College from the church
and transferring her to a society" (Agenda,
1926, p. 39). Such a radical change would
involve practical difficulties of preponderant nature. Synod's attention was called to
the fact that in general it would be considered ill-advised to bring about radical
changes in a historically developed situation, unless it became absolutely necessary.
The ground for this profound philosophical
statement is that from such a radical
change all kinds of difficulties would most
likely arise. Therefore the principle does
not necess itate a change in the present
circumstances. Furthermore, we are in line
with the usage of the land. Moreover, the
church would not save much money unless
it also decided not to take charge of the
literary training of its prospective ministers.
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Besides all this, no small difficulty would things being equal, a church will give more
arise concerning the question of property, warrant for confessional purity than a
transfer of professorships, salaries, pensions, society, since the latter does not have the
same interest in this matter that the church
etc.
Secondly, all the foregoing was subsumed has. And, in the Bnal analysis, it is the
under one heading: it most likely would church that is the pillar and ground of the
be very difficult, if not altogether impos- truth.
sible, to organize throughout the whole
Professor H. Bavinck is quoted to subland a society which would be able to sup- stantiate this last point. To say that the
port and care for the .college.
church can exercise supervision of instrucThe case of our cousins in The Nether- tion does not mean much, since the society
lands is mentioned. They have their diffi - would appoint the professors and this is the
culties although the area is small and con- critical point at which the watch must be
stant contact is maintained with the school kept.
through the deputation work of the faculty.
Taking all these matters together, the
In practice it usually happens that the committee d id not dare to plead for sepasociety will seek the support of the congre- ration of church and school, even though
gations, and as a matter of fact during the the school would be placed on a purer
years 1912-1914 earnest efforts were made foundation in principle. The only considerto prepare for the transfer of the college, ation which commends this radical change
to some is a practical one, namely the atbut to no avail.
In the third place, the college was born tempt to reduce the fin ancial obligations of
out of the need of the church for properly the church, and also to keep those who suptrained ministers of the Word and the de- port a junior coUege in the West from besire to save for the church the young people ing taxed twice. But, so it is argued, the
who went on to study. This need is still financial burdens of supporting the college
inary
are not unbearable, would be
with us. Hence it is not advisable to trans- and s~
fer the school to a society, "unless it ap- very little less if taken over by a society
pears that there is a society which is able unless, indeed, the literary training of the
to give sufficient warrant for the continua- future ministers were also relinquished.
tion and further development of our insti- Even so the matter would have to be paid
tution and for the thoroughness of the in- out of the same pockets. In any case, the
struction" (Agenda, 1926, p. 40). Even if committee judges that the church ought to
such a society existed, the desirabili ty of obviate these objections befo re coming to
such a transfer would still be a question, such a radical measure as the transfer of
since it naturally could not feel the same the college. Th is advice was adopted by
responsibility for the thorough training of the Synod of 1926.
the future ministers that the church has,
• • •
and at any time it might find itself forced
Now that the results of the investigation
to discontinue.
To which it must be added that the times have been briefly stated, let us also pararequire a more solid cohesion between phrase the evidence on which this decision
church and school, because on all sides is based. First of all, the decisions of prethere is fanaticism about modern science vious synods were consulted, beginning
and a consequent misunderstanding of the with those of 1896 and carrying through to
truths of Scripture and a despising of the 1920. Four ge ner a l propositions were
ecc1esiastical standards. It is conceded by gleaned from this historical investigation .
First, it was repeatedly expressed that it
the committee that no absolute guarantee
against apostasy can be given, yet, all
(Continued on poO" 11)

Torch and Trumpet, December, 1956

Page 11

Christ Is King Over All

The Kingship of Christ
FRANCOIS GUILLAUME

T

HE RECOGNITION of Christ's king- our sins, sat down at the right hand of the
ship is of decisive significance for all Majesty on high."
christian living on earth. Whoever thinks
The Old Testament contains a treasurethat the redemption of Jesus Christ per- house of data referring to the royal majesty
tains only to our spiritual life, has little of the Mediator. Unto him shall the gatherappreciation for Christian organization in ing of the people be (Genesis 49:10 ); he
any field of action in this material world. that rules over men, must be just, ruling
But he who believes that Christ has re- in the fear of God (II Samuel 23:3); he
deemed not only souls but all the universe, shall have dominion also from sea to sea
is even then not an enthusiastic worker to and from the river unto the ends of the
proclaim the name of Christ throughout all earth: all kings shall fall down before him:
the world. For it is possible that such a all nations shall serve him (Psalm 72 ); God
person limits the kingship of Christ to the will make him his firstborn, higher than the
church, while regarding the power of the kings of the earth, his seed also will he
Lord in all the world unreal and without make to endure for ever and his throne as
the days of heaven (Psalm 89:27-29). From
practical significance.
This is a case for careful discernment and the overwhelming multitude of examples I
for a belieVing and obedient acceptance deliberately chose these words, which so
and study of the truth of the SCriptures emphatically show the universal character
about the kingship of Christ. We will of Christ's kingship: king of the nations,
probably not deal with anything else in king of the earth, lord of the world, which
this first article than with the most im- God has created.
portant scriptural data.
We may never forget, moreover, that the
In dealing with the kingship of Christ kingship of Christ not only was mentioned
we mean of course the power which was in prophecy and psalm, but that it was
given to him as Mediator and not the portrayed also in the theocratic reign in
power which belongs to him as the eternal Israel. Every king of Israel was to portray
Son. This difference in essence is very real, Christ. It would carry us too far a6eld to
although they are very closely connected. compare and to dwell at length on this
One could say, to use a fitting distinction, subject in all its details. Let it suffice here
that the power as Mediator rests in the to realize on the one hand that the kingpower of his being, for we read in Hebrews ship in Israel as well as the nation which
1:2-3 of this Mediator, that he is the Son descended from Abraham, was meant to
whom the Father has "appointed heir of be a blessing for the whole world and
all things, by whom also he made the found no end in itself. It reached out to
worlds: who being the brightness of his the ends of the earth. And on the other
glory and the express image of his person hand we do well to remember that the
and upholding all things by the word of ceremonial kingship was bestowed upon
his power, when he bad by himseH purged sinful, even oftimes backsliding and un-
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believing men, but that it nevertheless
(and just because of this) in all its imperfection pointed to the great King, who was
to be Lord of lords and King of kings. In
the kingdom of Christ, it would reach its
6nal and perfect fulAIlment. Such persons
who in reference to the theocratic reign in
Israel argue in our d ay for a theocratic
government (which really means a church
government) as ideal, make a mistake because they fail to realize that the theocratic
rcign in Israel had no significance in itself, but was only a shadow of the kingdom which was to be revealed in Christ
himseJf.

I

The New Testament speaks of Christ's
kingship in clear terms of reality. [n him
the promised king has appeared upon
earth. In the annunciation the angel says
to Mary, "He shall be great and shall be
called the Son of the highest; and the Lord
God shall give unto him the throne of hi s
father David and he shall reign over the
house of Jacob for ever and of his kingdom there shall be no end" (Luke 1:32, 33 ).
Here again this must be understood even
as the data from the Old Testament have
proved, that this is the kingdom which
should fill all the world, because the last
words which the Lord spoke before his
ascension were, "and unto the uttermost
parts of the earth" (Acts L8 ). At the conclusion of the gospel of Matthew we Bnd
the most glorious revelation of the kingship of Christ: "All power is given unto me
in heaven and on earth" ( Matthew 28: 18 ).
The apostles left no doubt in their preaching that the royal dominion wherewith Jesus
Christ was clothed as reward of his sacriBee for our guilt embraces the whole creation. They do not only witness to the
nature of his redemption as soteriologicai,
but equally cosmological. To emphaSize
this I quote I Corinthians 15:24, 25: "Then
comes the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the
Father: when he shall have put down all
rule and all authority and power. For he
must reign till he has put all enemies under
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his feet." And in I Peter 3:22 we read of
Jesus Christ,'" who is gone into heaven and
is at the right hand of God: angels and
authorities and powers being made subject
unto him. And not to mention any more;
Revelation is the book, which shows us the
kingship of Christ in all its fullness, that
kingship by which he gathers his church
together and rules over it, aDd at the same
time brings all the world unto the fulfillment of the ages. We read in Revelation
such famili ar expressions as, the Prince of
the kings of the earth, the Lamb, worthy to
receive power and riches and wisdom and
strength and honor and glory and blessing,
the Lord of lords and King of kings.
Summarizing the fa cts which these scriptural references contain, although far fr om
complete, we can conclude that the Scriptures teach us the universal character of the
kingship of Christ without fear of contradiction. He not only rules over the soul,
but over the whole human being, not only
over men, but also over demons, not on ly
over his people but over all the world.
The well known expression, used by
Abraham Kuyper on the occasion of the
opening of the Free University at Am s ter ~
dam, appears to be full y scriptural: '"'Geen
duimbreed is er op heel het erf van ons
menseli jk leven, waarvan de Christus, die
aUer SOllverein is, niet roept 'M ijn!'." (There
is not an inch in the entire sphere of human
endeavor of which the Christ. who is Sovereign over all , does not call: "Mine").
This truth, which we shall speak about in
a followin g article, will have to be the
only starting 1Joint for everything we as
Ch ristians wish to plan and to bring about.
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THE PLACE AND PUIU>OSE OF THE

than the Holy Scriptures which are the infallible and allsufficient rule for faith and
(CO"I;,.~d
f~l)m
P~Ot
7)
life. Thus preaching must always be
To this might be added several phrases "textual" in the sense of expounding and
from the Church Order which speak in a applying some part of the Bible. And the
similar vein. Preaching is mentioned as one heart of Biblical truth is God's way of
of the duties of the minister (Art. 16). This salvation in and through Jesus Christ.
must be employed "to ward off false doc~
(3) Cvvetlantal. This preaching in the
trines and errors" (Art. 55) as well as to church is directed primarily to bring to
instruct the people in the doctrine of Scrip- manifestation God's co v ena nt with his
ture. Thus the requirement is laid down people, in order that they may know and
that the sum of doctrine comprehended in love him and do his will. The church
the Heidelberg Catechism is to be briefly through her officers determines who alone
explained ( Art. 68) . Synodical decisions may preach and judges according to the
both by the churches in the Netherlands norm of the Scriptures whether the mesand here have merely sought to explicate sage is conformable to the Word . Thus all
and implement the principles contained in preaching aims both at the ingathering and
the Church Order. Already in 1882 synod ediScation of the church.
felt constrained to insist that only ministers
( 4) Doctrinal. In order that these goals
who are soundly Reformed may be per- may be attained preaching must consist of
mitted to preach in our pulpits. Likewise, the proclamation of the great truths reonly Reformed material may be used in vealed by God. It deals not with lifesituareading services. Later the synod of 1924 tions, biblical characters, or subjective exfurther explained what is meant by being periences, except possibly in so far as these
"soundly Reformed" in preaching. In all reveal the holy mysteries of God's words
the discussions surrounding the question of and works. Even the more profound truths
a suitable Order of Divine Worship for the may not be neglected.
churches the sermon was given the most
(5) Edifying. The believers are by these
prominent place in harmony with the tradi- means to be strengthened in the faith
tional Reformed position.
which is according to godliness. No mere
From these and many similar statements objective presentation of the Word is ever
the place of the p ulpit in our churches be- to be deemed sufficient. The Reformed
comes crystal clear. The pulpit is set in churches have always insisted on applicabold relief as the foremost agency which it tion. Thus the Word is demonstrated as
has pleased God to use for the salvation of relevant to the historical situation in which
men and the preservation of his church . church and believers Snd themselves. This
The salient points of the biblical concep- calls for instruction and rebuke, correction
tion of preaching may be summarized thus. and consolation.
Preaching as th e Ch ri stian Reformed
(6) Fruitful. The Reformed churches
Church understands and seeks to maintain have never doubted that such preaching,
it is:
because of the inherent dignity with which
(1) Authoritative. It comes in the name it has been clothed by God, always enjoys
of God, who speaks to his people through the promise of effectiveness. The Spirit is
the minister who is ca ll ed b y Christ. pleased to employ it as the chief means for
clothed w ith sp iritu a l authority in the fulfilling the purposes of God. Thus the
speaking, and assured of God's continued proclaimed Word never returns void to
help.
him, which is an encouragement to the
(2) Biblical. The whole counsel of God faithful and a warning to the disobedient
must be proclaimed. This is nothing less and indifferent.
PULPIT
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(7) God-glorifying. The supreme aim of
all preaching lies not in the salvation of
sinners as such but in the praise of the
Lord. This imposes serious responsibilities
upon both preacher and people. By becoming sensitive. to this goal they will be
prevented from catering to popular taste
or seeking personal advnntage. In He·
fonned preaching there is really no place
for the novel and sensational.

Has Our Preaching Remained Reformed?
It now b ec om es our t as k to find an
answer to the question whether our preaching in the Christian Refonned Church has
largely remained true to its God-assigned
task.
That Stich appraisal will be most difficult
is evident. Only God has kept a record
of all the sennons which have been
preached during this ccntury. He alone
can adequately assess the spiritual value
and fruitfulness of our homilectical efforts.
Even the most meticulous research of the
sennons would be insufficient to provide us
with a final and binding judgment. A
fairly conservative estimate of the number
of sermons preached in the Christian Re·
fonned Church would place the figure near
three million.
Yet a few approaches immediately sug·
gest themselves.
First of all, we have a large number of
published sermons, some of which date
back almost to the beginnings of our
church. 'Ve may also investigate the theological training which most of our ministers have received and which has molded
their sermonizing. We do well to consider
what has been written about this subject
repeatedly in our church publications. And
finally, we should refer to synodical reports
and decisions which reHect our views of
preaching.
As we set out to explore the sermons
which are published. we are at oncc conscious of the limitations of this method.
Cheerfully we must admit this. Yet certain
characteristics emerge as we read sennon
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after sennon. That there are differences
becomes evident at once. It would seem
that in the period before 1900, when the
training of our ministers lacked somewhat
in thoroughness of scholarship, the sermons
were strongly Havored with an experiential approach. The application was often
sharply distinguished from the exposition
of the text. And frequ ently a well·de6ned
convenantal approach to the congregation
appears to be lacking. The hearers were
classified according to certain spiritual
levels: the unconverted, the indiHerent, the
seeking sou15, the young people, the strong
in faith and the weak, etc. From about
1900 to 1940 many of the sennons seem to
be more thoroughly exegetical and doctrinal. Much of this undoubtedly is to be
attributed to the increa sing scholastic
stature of our college and seminary training as well as to the remarkable influence
which the revival of Refonned life and
learning in the "Doleantie" movement in
the Netherlands exerted upon our churches.
The change after 1940 is rather less pro·
nounced. The sennons still aim at expounding and applying the Word of God
to the congregation. Yet the published
messages are much briefer. It may also
be questioned whether the call to personal
repentance and faith is as pronounced as
the Refonn ed creeds would require. The
covenantal approach is very marked, sometimes even to the degree that the preacher
seems to assume that all his hearers are
"in a state of grace." There seems to be
little evidence, however, that the sermons
tend to be topical rather than textual.
The second avenue of approach to the
question is also illuminating. In distinction from most other denominations our
theological training has been uniquely
homogeneous.
Our ministers, and hence also the congregations, have been molded much more
by their Netherlandish heritage than by
the American ecclesiastical situation. During the first seventy years the Holland
language was very largely dominant. On the
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shelves of our ministers the Dutch source
books in th e ology likely outnumbered
those written in English. And at Calvin
Seminary, where about ninety percent of
our preachers received their theological
instruction, the department of practical
theology was headed for more than fifty
years by two professors whose views on
sermonizing were wholly compatible and
confessionally grounded. We refer to the
work of the late Professor Wm. Heyns and
the late Dr. Samuel Volbeda. Their contributions to the Christian Reformed pulpit
have been described in a recent Banner
article by the present incumbent of this
chair, Professor Carl Kromming a. Repeatedly these professors warned against
the type of preaching in vogue in many
Christian denominations arou nd us as
superficial, topi cal, and often not grounded
in the Scriptures. Their in s isten ce on
authoritative, exegetical, covenanta1 and
experimental preaching has left its indelible
stamp on our ecclesiastical life.
This conception of the pulpit is woven
into the very fabri c of our churches. That
it controls the thinking of our people is
evident from almost any issue of our church
publications. We call attention to articles
which have appeared in recent issues of
The Banner. The editor on October 5,
1956, devoted no less than two pages to the
subject ''Preach the Word." Here we read
such statements as, "Such a call ( to the
ministry) must by all means have a vertical
reference, in that it comes from God alone.
Those who enter the ministry without this
are usu.rpers who often become the most
pitiable of all men. To come with credentials a minister must not only be called, but
above all he must be sent." And again,
"And woe to us if we do not teach and
preach it as the Word. Moreover, we are
to teach and preach the whole Word, the
whole counsel of God . . . We are to
preach the Word and never to allow anything to supplant it in our pulpits." And
yet again, '''Under God our survival since
1857 has been bound up with a pure
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preaching of the Word, which is one of the
important marks of the true church of the
Lord Jesus Christ." In much the same vein
Professor L . Berkhof writes on "Practical
Christianity" in his column Trends in Religilous Thought, "In preceding articles I
have called attention once and again to the
fact that our preaching, to be truly effective, should be practical. It should not
consist of a purely abstract presentation of
doctrina1 truths, but should be accompanied with dear and speciBc indications
of the bearing of these on life as we know
it today." Professor R. B. Kuiper, past
president of Calvin Seminary, echoes the
same sentiments in his Commencement
Address published in three installments in
The Ballner. challenging the graduates,
"If any of you men is not convinced of that
doctrine, I beg of you not to enter the
ministry of the Christian Reformed Church,
or, for that matter, of any other church.
Preach tlie word; be urg c u l ill sea.sOIl, 0111
of scaSOll; repo~,
rcbllke, exhort, w itll /Ill
10llgsllffrrill g alld teachillg. For the time ~ viJ/
( Ollie

to·hCIi

til!!}'

nill

lIot I!1ldure SOl/lId do(.-

itching ears, will heap to
tl'ochcrs after their own IlIsls ,.
all(/ will 111m owo,)' their cars fr om the trulli,
alld tl/TII aside 10 fables."

trill"; but.

/ru-;.,jllg

tl~·Isd.'e

S T . P AU L TO T IMOTHY.

If you are not prepared to preach salvation
by grace, why preach at all? If, on the
other hand, you are firmly convinced of the
Refonn ed doctrin e of salvation by the
sovereign grace of God, then go out and
proclaim it dearly, boldly, paSSionately.
And may God forbid that you should ever
add one drop of water to the strong wine
of that Pauline - let me rather say Scriptural - teachin g. It lies at the very heart of
the Word of God. It is truth indeed." A
few weeks earlier the Rev. George Gritter
emphasized much the same conception of
preaching in his article "'The Church of
Tomorrow," in which he pleaded for covenantal preaching, "No word of man may
ever be substituted for the Word of God;
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but neither may the ' Vord of God be
preached in fra gmentary fashion. The congregation needs a planned and balanced
spiritual diet. The minister finds his starting point not in human situations but in
the Word. The pulpit is not the place for
the demonstration of human cleverness,
but for the exaltation of divine grace . . ."
We might also tum to the many synodical directives given to our ministers, all of
which assume the Reformed or biblical
conception of the nature and function of
the pulpit. It is recognized as the chief
agency for the training of the people of
God on all doctrinal and ethical matters.
When decisions were reached with regard
to missions, Christi an education, the growth
of worldliness, the problems of labor and
capital, the rising tide of divorce in our
lands, and the spread of "neomalthusian"
propaganda and practice, synod never hesitated in assigning to the pulpits the task
of proclaiming authOritatively and uncompromisingly and faithfully the will of
God in these matters for the Christian believers. And it may be safely stated that
by and large the pulpits have remained
true to this trust.
Criticisms of Christian Reformed
Preaching

All this does not mean that the pulpit
among us has been free from criticism.
Rather, it seems to be quite characteristic of our constituency to criticize the
pulpit easily and frequently. In a sense
this may even be appreciated. By means of
it we receive some assurance that the
ch urch is a very vital part of the life of its
membership. Dr. John Kromminga has
pOi nted this ou t correctly in his luminous
volume The Christian 'Reformed Church:
a Study in Orthodoxy. He writes,
"The interest of the Christian Refonned
people in the discussion of theological subjects

was part of the heritage which they bad re-

ceived from their background in the Nether·
lands. .. It is worthy of special note that
this interest was shared in a very full measure
by the laymen; not the layleaders only, but
the rank and file of the membership of the
church. . . . This interest in theological sub
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jed's and denominational affairs was of such
importance as to be the dominant interest in
many homes ... . The attitude of the leaders
in their preaching and writing was designed
to encourage this interest. . . . Almost all of
the sermonic utterances were d oc trinall y
based. even when they concerned matters of
practice rather than of theory.. . . The discussion of thooe doctrinal subjects was very
painstaking and thorough. and at times abstract" (pp. 4042).

Since doctrine was dished up in the sermons, it could be expected that the sermons
would be discussed, a very commendable
practice still found, we may believe, in
many Christian Reformed homes. Much of
the criticism undoubtedly was in a measure valid and should chalJenge the ministers to earnest soulsearching. Often we
need the reminder that we nave our
treasure in earthen vessels, that the exceeding greatness of the power may be of God,
and not from ourselves."
As far as we know there has never been
any adequate survey among our people of
the jnBuence of the pulpit on their lives.
Some small attempts have been made in
this direction at times, chiefly among college ,students and the young people of the
congregations. But limited as these surveys were to a small fragment of our
membership, their results have been both
in complete and inconclusive.
This does not mean, however, that we
can afford to disregard the common criticisms which have been heard. Much less
should they be loftily dismissed as the
opinions of a few cranks and chronic complainers in the congregations. Rather, they
should stim ulate liS to honest appraisal of
our work in the hope that this may yield
the rich and rewarding fruit of greater consecration to the calling wherewith we have
been called.
We would therefore mention a few of the
criticisms which have been levelled against
the Christian Reformed Church throughout
the years. The sermons have at times been
accused of being "too intellectual," appealing merely to the mind and fai ling to challenge the hearers on the deeper levels of
life. At times it is maintained that they are
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"purely objective," merely stating the car- of full and free salvation in Jesus Christ.
dinal truths of the Christian faith and fail- Thus our membership is apt to become
in g to stress the experiential element of morbidly preoccupied with personal sins
personal fellowship with God or the call to and failings. Some have gone so far as to
insist that the increase of nervous disorders
repentance and renewal of life.
Not a few insist that Refonned preach- among our people is due in no small measing is quite "archaic, antiquated, irrelevant" ure to one-sidedness in our preaching. And
to the life of the believer in our complex surely it cannot be denied that we still
modern culture. Ministers are accused of have among us many professing Christians
merely repeating the doctrinal cliches of who apparently possess little true assurthe sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. ance of faith.
Here we can do little more than Signalize
Especially "catechism" preaching has been
attacked on this score. Too much time and some of these criticisms. The limitations of
attention is given, so the objectors hold, to space fo rbid a careful analysis of and reply
precise orthodox definition s. Preachers are to them. As long as Christ's .church is comguHty of failing to acquaint themselves with posed of so many people - all with their
the struggles of their members in the daily unique personalities, their distinct problems,
round. They dwell too much in the isolated their personal insights and experiences,
"iVOry towers" of their studies and fail t o frustratio ns and hopes, the criticisms will
see their people and walk with them on the undoubtedly continue to come our way.
road of life. Thus the sermons are isolated And because every sermon reflects in some
from the actualities of the world which measure the character as well as the con·
victions of him who preaches, the d anger
threaten to overwhelm our people.
of one-sidedness remains real. Never will
There are also those who maintain that
there be in this world a perfect sermon,
our ministry is too preoccupied with the
any more than we can hope to find either
question of individual salvation and cona perfect preacher or a perfect congregasequently has neglected the social implica- •
tion. Thus instead of seeking to justify ourtions of the gospel Thus it is charged
selves, Jet the ministers listen patiently and
that though we are Refonned in our teachhumbly and take to heart whatever critiing of salvation by sovereign grace, at the
cism contains some modicum of truth, praysame time we fail as Calvinists who should
ing at the same time that the Holy Spirit
proclaim that the Word of grace must be
may enable him the better to preach the
applied to all of life. Such unbalanced
full counsel of God effectively and fruit·
preaching, the critics claim, disregards such
fully. In this sphere there is no room for
broader issues of our day as social justice,
boasting of our achievements; the "exceedrace relations, political developments, ining greatness" is of God and of him only.
ternational good-will, etc., and forces the
church into the backwash of our culture, The Contributions of the Pulpit
into a dead-end alley where simple b eDespite all th e strictures which may be
lievers live out their lives in selfish con- made on Christian Refonned preaching, we
tentment which looks fonvard to heaven believe that it has undeniably made large
but falls to demonstrate the grace of the contributions to our ecclesiastical life. The
Lord Jesus Christ in daily living.
church has become what it is mostly beAre Christian Reformed sermons by and cause of its pulpit. Indeed, closely related
large too pessimistic? So it seems to some to and inextricably interwoven with our
of our most vocal critics. Preachers are sermonizing are many other venerable Reaccused of dwelling too much on the formed practices which make our church
themes of sin, depravity and judgment, to unique in the United States and Canada.
the neglect of proclaiming the joyous gospel We refer to such current policies as main-
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taining catechetical classes for all baptized
children and young people, establishing
and supporting Christian schools, conducting family visitation annually in the congregations, making use of church visitation,
and developing an effective Reformed
press. But not one of these, we are convinced, could AOllrish apart from an influential and effective pulpit.
How, then, can we describe the Christian
Reformed Church in its centennial year?
What kind of church has it become largely
through its ministry of the sacred Word?
(1) Without fear of contradiction we
would affinn that it is by and large homogeneous, like-minded. Although yet relatively small, the church has had to take
seriously disintegrating forces which have
operated almost from the beginning. The
church is widely scattered in two huge
countries, the United States and Canada,
both of which have never been entirely
free from a measure of regionalism and
provincialism. In addition, our membership has been recruited from among people
of widely different backgrounds. By no
means all of our members have been nurtured from infancy in the Reformed tradition. Yet the churches manifest a degree
of doctrinal and ethical uniformity which
is vastly different than the vague unity
characterizing many another denomination.
This phenomenon is nothing short of amazing, and cannot be explained simply as
the fruit of a common inheritance from the
Netherlands. We then would have to overlook conveniently the fact that many of our
members are third generation Americans
while others are recent immigrants and that
not merely some hundreds but literally
thousands of them have their roots in other
denominations. The measure of true spiritual unity to which we have attained, we
believe, cannot be explained apart from the
tremendous impact which our pulpits have
made by the grace of God.
( 2 ) TIle pulpit has also enabled the
church to become self-consciou.sly Calvin·
istic and Refonned. That there is still room
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for much improvement we dare not deny.
We are wrestling with the ever-present
tension between denominational distinctiveness and true Christian ecumenicity.
We refuse to set ourselves up in imitation
of the fringe-sects as "the only true church."
True Calvinism is never narrow, isolated,
self-righteous in its claims. Yet we glory
in our Reformed heritage. We openly defend the thesis that Calvinism is Christianity at its purest and richest and best. These
convictions have given us a rather strong
sense of denominational solidarity and distinctiveness. With God's help we have been
enabled to maintain an uncompromising
loyalty to the Word of God and the historic
Christian faith, even to the point of severing our relations with the Federal Council
of Churches in 1924 and again with the
National Association of Evangelicals in
1951.
(3) Our membership has been stimulated by the pulpit to Christian activity.
Mention need only be made of what has
been achieved in the fields of missions,
evangelism, education, philanthropy and
labor. Through the years there seems to
be a growing sense of Christian stewardship of time and talents and treasure. Because of the limitations of finance and opportunity among us, not a few of our
young people have served other denominations in the capacity of ministers and missionaries, while still looking with fondness
and respect to the Christian Reformed
Church as their spiritual mother.
( 4) In this sense the pulpit has helped
to arouse our people to the challenge of
witnessing. From the earliest years our
ministers have not failed to remind their
congregations that our c hurches were
placed in this part of the world in God's
providence to be a bleSSing to those around
them. Little could be done in an effective
way as long as the Holland language re·
mained the medium of expression in the
churches. Yet the sense of calling was
never blunted. And today our laymen in
many walks of life demonstrate effectively
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that they are not ashamed of the gospel of
Christ which to them is the power of God
unto salvation. Apart from the personal
witnessing which is found , we may refer to
the energetic programs of city and rural
evangelism which flourish in many sections
of our denomination.
(5 ) But our pulpit has also produced a
chastened church. Our ministers have not
failed to remind us of our imperfections,
our weaknesses, our glaring sins, Proof fo r
this abounds in our denominational weeklies as well as in our synodical reports and
decisions, The preaching of the 'Word has
helped prevent a fatal infection of religiOUS
pride and self-righteousness, We realize
keenly the mistakes which we make as individuals and as congregations; usually we
take these mistakes seriously enough to
confess them public l y and seek divin e
pardon.
That we still take our pulpit seriously
and seek to guard its purity zealously is
evident from recent incidents in our ecclesiastical history. When a student sermon
provoked unfavorable reaction from one of
our consistories in 1952, the case was seriously considered by the synod, And again
when a certain classis objected to statements made by one of our ministers in a
radio address, its protest to synod was
vigorously debated. Despite the fact that
the protestants were not sustained b y
synod, the presence of these two cases
demonstrates that the church at large .takes
the pulpit very seriously.

and subversions, by faithful leaders and
laymen. Yet each new generation must
learn these scriptural truths concernin g
preaching anew and make them a vibrant
part of its spiritual life. Do we as members and ministers still believe them sincerely as they are so uncompromisingly
presented in our creeds and liturgy? Do
we as parents remind our children of the
glory of hearing the Word of God in our
churcllcs? Do we pray that the 'Vord may
become increasingly effective in our lives
by the grace of the Holy Spirit? Do we
witness to our neighbors to the bleSSings
which we so abundantly receive through
the ministry of the \-Vord and encourage
them to go with us to the house of the
Lord?
This is a time fo r re-evaluation.

None of us can assess the effectiveness of
the preaching for others; much less for the
church at large. Rather every preacher and
every elder and every member is chal lenged by God's own \-Vord to "prove the
spirits, whether they are of God." The Brst
step toward deform ation will ineVitably be
that of taking the pulpit for granted. As
preachers we are commanded to bring forth
out of the treasuries of the divine 'Word
things both new and old for the edification
and instruction and admonition of those
entrusted to our care. Thus we are challenged to study, to meditate upon, to pray
for grace that the Word of God may have
its free course. But our people do well to
remember that their ministers are called
Ce ntennial Challenge
upon Brst to preach the grace of God. ReAs we prepare to commemorate the cent articles in the Missionary Monthly
Lord's mercies upon us during the first one and in Readers' Digest serve warning that
hundred years of our ecclesiastical history, our preachers also are overworked. We
we are challenged in several directions to expect of them too much administrative
remember and re-evaluate the place and work, too much social ca lling, too much atpurpose of the pulpit in the Christian Be- tendance upon meetings possibly proBtablc
fonned Church.
in themselves but hardly conducive to enable them to develop as effective ministers
This is a time for remembrance.
God has provided us in his everlasting of the sacred Word. Also our congregagrace with the biblical view of the ministry tions must learn to put Brst things Brst. If
of the sacred Word. This has been pre- we fail here, we must expect to reap the
served among us, in spite of many attacks tragic harvest of superficial, vague and
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Rabby preaching. And the fault will be we need not fear the future; this is in the
that of our parishioners fully as much as Lord's hands. And we may be assured of
his abiding favor over us as long as we
of our preachers.
preach and practice humbly but believingly
This is also a time for re-dedication.
God has done great things for us, where- what we so often sing,
'~u
art, 0 God. our boast, the glory of
of we are glad. But the grace which he has
our power;
bestowed upon us required humble and
Thy sovereign grace is e'er our fortress and
our tower.
diligent devotion and obedience to his reWe lift our heads aloft, for God, our
vealed will. A faithful pulpit has been
shield, is o'er us;
Through Him, through Him alone. whose
the channel of blessing which he has been
before us, '"
• presence ~oes.
pleased to employ to make our church
We II wear the victor s crown ....
what it is today. Let us then purpose to
keep the pulpit central in our worship and
OUf work. The proc1amation of the divine
Word is the primary, the sole duty of the
believing church in the world. All other
CHRISTIAN REFORMED SYNODS ON
THE QUESTION . . .
labors arc subsidiary to and dependent up(Co,,'iftlU!d I~o
m "'fI' l l )
on this. They serve merely to implement
was better on basis of principle to have a
the preaching by app lying its glorious
society-owned school than a church-owned
truths to the variegated areas of human
school.
experience and aspiration.
Secondly, although the foregoing be true,
Such a spiritual appraisal of past blessand it does not belong to the calling of the
ings and present challenges will enable us
church to maintain a scienti6c instirution of
to commemorate our centennial with fear
universal scope, this does not imply that a
and reverence. We will glOrify him who
church may not do so. Especially is this
has been the source of all the favors we
the case since such an institution is partially
have experienced, applying the words of
engaged in training prospective ministers
the national hymn to our ecclesiastical
of the Word.
history and hopes:
Thirdly, in every instance that the synods
''Thy love divine has led us in the past;
looked into this problem they came to the
In this free land by Thee our lot is cast;
Be Thou our Ruler! Guardian, Guide and Stay;
conc1usion on the basis of practical conThy Word our aw; Thy paths our chosen
siderations that it was not desirable to sepaway."
KnOWing what we have become b y grace rate the college from the church.
and understanding our calling to a world
Finally, nevertheless, the Synod of 1912
that lies in the chains of darkness and to declared itself ready to transfer the college
many a church around us that has lost the to a society as soon as such a society should
luster of the true pulpit and therefore the become a reality and under proper safeexperience of divine favor, we will confess: guards. The synod appointed a representa"How blessed. Lord, are they who lmow the
tive committee to bring such a society into
joyful sound.
being, but this committee returned with the
Who, when they bear Thy voioe, in happiness
abound!
advice that Ollf people were not ready for
With steadfast step they walk. their
such a radical change.
countenances beariting.
With brightness of the light that from
The committee then faced the question
Thy face is streaming.
whether a college of universal scope (uniExalted by Thy might from depths of desolation,
versity ), from the point of view of princiThey praise fore'er Thy Name, Thy justice
ple, ought to emanate from a society or
and salvation."
This and this alone gives hope to a church, the church as institute. It is argued that on
pressed on every side by secularism and the basis of the power to teach (potestas
sin, by unbelief and heresy. As a church docendi) the church as pillar and ground
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of the truth has a right to care for the training of her prospective ministers, but it does
not follow that she has the care for the
teaching of science in general In this respect Roman Catholicism goes too far ( Cf.
Bavinck, Dogmatiek, IV, p. 458). Positively, it is stated that education is the duty
of parents. This nature itself teaches,
but it is corroborated by the Word. Negligence on the part of parents sometimes led
the church to assume this task. Also the
state presumed on the parents' domain (in
casu Charlemagne incipiently and later the
modern states after the French Revolution). Both the Reformers and the fathers
at Dordt gave the state great responsibiHty
for maintaining Christian schools for the
citizens which arrangement was safe for
the time because the magistrates were
Christians.
The prinCiple that the school belongs to
the parents is valid not merely for lower
education but also for secondary and higher
education, and if parents cannot bear the
costs themselves here the maxim "Bear ye
one another's burdens" is applicable.
Another reason for free schools, especially in higher education, is the fact that
they stand in the service of science, which
has its own root, being fruit of neither
church nor state. If science is to develop
freely she must create her own spherethe free school.
But we must beware of going too far
and saying that no real schools can exist
unless free in this sense, for there are some
fine state and church institutions of learning. But in state schools religion is often
restricted, while in church schools the development of science is sometimes retarded.
Furthermore, we should remember that
there is no such thing as science purely for
the sake of science, and most schools are
training centers to some extent. Hence the
Reformed have given an affirmative answer to the question whether the church
had a right to maintain such a university
(a general school of science). Both Dr.
Kuyper and Dr. Bavinck are cited to sub-

,I
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stantiate this contention. And in practice
the Reformed have often departed from
the principle of the free school, in The
NetherJands, Scotland and America.
On the basis of the foregOing, the committee appointed by the Synod of 1924
posits the following propositions ( I translate and quote):
(1) It is most certairuy pure in principle,
that a school for scientific discipline in general ought to emanate from individ ual initiative, but in her scientific labors must always
reckon with the various spheres of life in
which man functions, and with the demands
of life.
(2) The principle of the free school, however, was never considered so basic by the
Refonned nor was it acclaimed in such an
absolute manner, that every deviation in prac
~
tice was considered illegitimate. They were
most1y willing to reconcile themselves to cir·
cumstances, as long as the religious element
in education was considered.
(3) It is undoubtedly also true that the
church as institute is not called to scientific
endeavor in genernl, or to found schools for
its promotion. Indeed, the church has thc
power to teach but it certainly does not fol~
low that she must devote herself to developmcnt of science.

(4) History, however, teaches us very
J?lainly that the Refonned in The Netherlands,
Scotland and America have certainly not considered it unlawful that the church should
establish and support schools of higher edu·
cation, especially when she considered it necessay for her own well·being. In Rcneral they
allowed themselves to be guided by practical considerations (Agenda, 1926, pp. 38,

39).

This is a most appropriate place to stop
for the moment. The Jast sentence is of
great import. Expediency has been our
guide. It would seem, on the basis of this
historical resume, that a basic consideration
of the principle involved in the separation
of church and school is a desideratum of
the 6rst magnitude. Is the,principle biblical?
Is it a primary or a derived principle? Is
disobedience to this demand of the Word
sin? Or is this principle only to be put into
operation if and when the considerations
are ideal? In short, is it relative? What
should our stand be? How does one determine the absol u teness or relativity of
prinCiples? Let the Christian Refonned
Church think about these things before the
sun sets upon another synodical sessionl
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Association for Reformed Scientific Stud ies

O

N SATURDAY, November 3, a general meeting of the ARSS was held
in Toronto. Representatives from all parts
of Ontario, from Montreal and from Michigan were present. In spite of the fact that
it was Saturday, a fair percentage of ministers was present, coming from as far away
as Williamsburg and Sarnia.
The main discussion of the day did not
call in question THAT we should organize
for higer education, but Dil ly HOW. Perhaps we could call this birlh pains. Becauso
of this extended discussion the proposed
work of adopting a constitution was postponed until the following general meeting.
We may expect that after the constitution
has been ratiSed, the growing pains will
begin. At the following meeting an opportunity will be given for participants to
join before the constitution is discussed.
The Association is attempting to unite
the efforts of aU the Calvinistic church
groups of Canada who share the convic·
tion that higher education should be car·
ried on in accordance with the principles
derived from the \,yord of God. This is a
soc i e t y for higher education.
One of the proximate goals is the organization of a normal school for the teachers
of the Christian School. For Canadian
Christian schools this must he an educa·
tion that is both Canadian and Christian.
But also here the Association is feeling its
way and is keeping contact with the On·
tario Alliance for Christian Schools. The
goal may not be realiz.able in the very near
future, but the ideal must at all cost be
retained.
The highlight of the day was beyond
doubt the address of Dr. Stonehouse oli
"Why a Christian UniversityP" In bring.
ing out the need for a Christian Univ·
ersity he mentioned the over-all shortage
of schools and teachers due to the phenomenal rise in population and the strong in·
crease in enrollment in institutions of learn·
ing. The driving impulse for a Calvinistic
University is the demand to honor Christ
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in every sphere of human knowledge. All

knowledge b elongs to him and must be
brought into subjection to him. If in the
lower schools Christian education is neces·
sary, it is no less essential at the pinnacle.
It is on the university level that the ultimate questions of reality are being answered. But the sad state of affairs is that
this is now done from the non-Christian
point of view. We need lead ers who will
expound the Christian principles and apply
them to every sphere of life.
The urgency of such an enterprise Dr.
Stonehouse pointed up by referring to the
temper of the times. Never before have
the spirit of anti-Christ and the spirit of
Christ been SO sharply opposed. Never
has the devil appe.1.red so much like an
angel of light. Our age is rife with ex·
pressions of blatant paganism. The spirit
of relativism prevails. There is a basic
indifference to the truth. Arnold Toynbee
has said that the great stumbling block has
been the finality and exclusiveness of
Christianity. This relativism is evident also
in the modem ecumenical movement. The
commibnent to the authority of Scripture
has by and large b een abandoned.
The challenge we face is basically a
spi.ritual one. The truth of life and of
Christianity is at stake. The need of the
hour is a vigorous reaffinnation of the Re·
formed faith. The incessant insistence on
Reformed principles must be accompanied
b y a hearty response in word and deed .
There must be an open acknowledgment
of the sovereignty of God. What is more,
the doctrine of scriptural infallibility must
be seen as a great liberating force, for it
frees from the doctrines and commandments of men. Our task calls for the hearty
recognition of the kingship of Christ both
over the church and over the world.
Prayer must issue forth that the most
High will open the windows of heaven and
pour out a blessing. Our hope is in the
Name of the Lord of heaven and earth.
PAUL

G.

SamOTENBOER.

second secretary.
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