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From Isolation to Publication 

A  HIDDEN  MELODY  
RITS TADEMA 

A
FAMILlAR  expression  says,  "TheTe 

are  always  two  sides  to  the  story." 

Usually  we  find  that  the  one side contains 

the  thorns,  the  other  side  the  roses.  With 

a  view to the centennial celebration of OUT 

denomination,  it  may  have  struck  you  too, 

that the  blasting of guns of denominational 

frustration  may have overpowered a  beau-

tiful melody,  which I call  the "hidden mel-

ody....  Let  us  try  to  listen  for  that melody 

as  I shall  attempt  to  strike  some  of  its 

chords. 

"In Isolation lies our Preservation." 

In  these  words  the  policy  of  our  fore-

fathers  may  well  be expressed.  Under  the 

conditions  in  which  God  led  our  fore-

fathers  to  this  continent,  this  was  the most 

natural policy to adopt.  For one  thing, our 

people  were  intensively  occupied  with  the 

problem  of  their  own  physical  endurance. 

To center their attention on this immediate 

problem and struggle was their daily effort. 

Added  to  this,  let  us  realize  that  gen-

erally  speaking  these  people  had  paid  a 

dear  sacrifice  for  the maintenance of  their 

heritage.  This  heritageconsciousness  they 

expressed  in their strong stand to guard the 

purity  of  this  heritage  under  all  circum-

stances!  The withdrawal  from  Van  Uaalte 

demonstrated this  attitude quite effectively 

and  served  to  undersco~ the  same.  As  to 

the  surrounding  peoples,  they  were  found 

to  be  entirely  different,  not  only  in  lan-

guage,  but  also  in  their  manner  of  living. 

IN PUBLICATION lies our Preservation! 

In  God's  marvelous  and  perfectly  timed 

prOVidence  we  see  how  our  denomination 

nOw  grows  in  its  environmentconscious-

ness.  There is a sense of duty which begins 

to  take  on  more  concrete  forms  of expres-

sion, especially in the last few decades. We 

begin  to  feel  with  increasing  urgency  that 

we  have  a  duty with  respect  to  the  Amer-

ican  scene  of  life  all  around  us.  We begin 

to  realize  that  we  have  a  vital  and  unique 

message  for  all  of  America,  yes  even  for 

all  the  world!  It  involves  the  application 

of our heritage to  the world  in general and 

to American life in particular! 

It is  thus,  under God's direction, that our 

people have found  the new, vitaL  basic at-

titude  and  conviction  in  respect  to  the 

heritage  of  our  fathers.  It  is  in  this  way 

that  the  very  natural  and  yet  so  glOriOUS 

transition  has  been  made  from:  "In  i s ola~ 

tian  lies  our  preservation"  to:  "In publica-

tion  lies  our preservation."  A silent  agree-

ment seems to have united our people :  We 

must  make  our stand  public!  In  so  dOing, 

we must speak the  language of today!  OUT 

Eurdpean  heritage  is  thus  translated  into 

values  of  today.  This  process  keeps  our 

heritage  up  to  date  and  gives  birth  to  a 

more intense appreciation of our particular 

interpretation  of  God's  Word.  That  our 

people have  caught this vision  is  gloriously 

evident.  All  one  needs  to  do  is  read  the 

news  of  the  churches,  as  it  is  printed 

weekly  in  "The  Banner",  read  the  articles 

on  OUT  ever  increasing  and  intensifying ef-

forts of what we call ''home missions".  Add 

to  that  the  progress  of  our  "BacktoGod 

Hour"  with  its  followup  work  and  litera-

ture  distribution.  Then  we  did  not  even 

mention  the  expanding  work  of  our  "for-

eign  missions!'"  Next,  and  by  no  means 

least,  watch  the  growth  of our  denomina-

tional  Calvin College  and Seminary!  As  to 

the latter,  our board members in particular 

must  seek  to  obtain  the  services  of  the 

most  talented  experts  in the various  fields. 

Besides  giving  instruction,  our  professors 

in  particular must keep wrestling with  the 

(C"..,j" .. ~d Oil ~O(J' 16) 
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ThePillars of Our Church  
The  immediately  following  article  by  the  Rev. 

William  Hendriksen,  Th.D.  on  THE  SUPREMACY 

OF  THE  WORD  is  the  first  in  a  group  of  articles 
that  are  expected  to  be  the most significant series we 

have  published.  The forthcoming  centennial  celebra

tion of the Christian Reformed Church is an event of 

stirring importance. A denomination dedicated to 

the propagation of the great calvinistic heritage that 

is expressed particularly in three notable historic 

Reformed creeds is to celebrate 100 years of God's 

faithfulness through that witness on this continent. 

We who publish torch and trumpet felt that we 

certainly wished to share in this splendid event. Grati

tude and joy fill our hearts as we reflect on God's 

goodness in maintaining this witness and life for 100 

years. Defection from the great faith we confess and 

preach is evident all around us. In God's great mercy 

we may still rejoice in being part of a communion 

where the Reformed faith is faithfully preached and 

devotedly propagated and appHed. We want to share 

in this glowing sense of gratitude for such great favors 

from the great Head of the church of Jesus Christ. 

A second reason constrains us to publish this series of articles. We would be culpably 

blind and guilty of a most obnoxious spiritual pride if we allowed smug complacency to 

govern our celebration of God's century of blessing upon the Christian Reformed Church. 

We believe we would be unfaithful to our calling as humble servants of Jesus Christ in 

various walks of life if we in any way contributed toward permitting this time of cele

bration to become a hollow back-slapping affair. As we rejoice we believe we must also 

engage in some heart-searching reflection. The arch enemy of Christ and His church 

naturally wants to weaken and destroy this faithful witness to the message of God's 

sovereign grace. He is hard at work trying to mutilate that witness. That hardly needs 

to be said. 

Therefore as we join with many thousands in joyful celebration we would at the same 

time call the church to sober reflection. We want to reach as many members of the 

Christian Refonned Church as we possibly can to call then( to this heart-searching 

appraisal. We would have God's people rejoice. We want to rejoice with them. But let 

no one be sinfully at ease in Zion. We call upon the members of the Christian Reformed 

Church to think seriously upon those things that have made this church what it is. How 

do these pillars stand today? Do they stand finn, undergirding a true and strong Reformed 

witness and life? Or are there signs of weakness? These questions must be asked. They 

must be faced. Loyalty to Jesus Christ demands that our celebration also include such 

an earnest self-appraisal. 

Our prayer is that God may bless these articles unto the strengthening and enlarge

ment of that portion of his vineyard that we dearly love ~the Christian Reformed Church. 

Tm: EDITORS 
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THE SUPREMACY OF THE WORD  
WILLIAM HENDRIKSEN 

T HIS article touches a matter of vital 

importance with a view to the coming 

centennial. In the month of April, 1957, 

the Christian Reformed denomination will 

have reached the age of 100. What have 

we done with these 100 years? Do we 

cling as closely to the Bible today as we 

did yesterday? 

Let us face the facts. On the one hand, 

let us not be overly pessimistic. Let us, 

by the grace of God, see the good wherever 

it can be found. And let us thank God for 

it. When we think of our people's love 

for the Word, there is surely much reason 

for gratihlde. 

On the other hand, let us not deceive 

ourselves into thinking that in the Chris

tian Reformed denomination everything is 

rosy as far as the attitude to Scripture is 

concerned. Unless we see our faults we 

shall never make real progress. When facts 

which everyone can verify if he wishes to 

do so are brought into the open, we should 

be honest and courageous enough to face 

them. And this all the more when we 

realize that the issue is of major signi6

cance for the welfare of our churches. 

Our discussion of the supremacy of the 

Word can well be distributed under the 

four headings suggested to me by the com

mittee who asked me to write. 

I. Just What Do We Mean by the 

Supremacy of the Word? 

We mean that we regard Scripture as 

our infallible guide for thought, word, and 

deed. We believe that the mind of God is 

revealed in that Word, as far as it pleased 

God to reveal it to us; and that his will is 

disclosed in it. That revelation we accept, 

and before that will we have learned to 

bow. The ultimate authority and absolute 

infallibility of Scripture are nowhere more 

clearly expressed than in Scripture itself: 

"'But abide thou in the things which thou 

hast learned and hast been assured of, know

ing of whom thou hast learned them; and 

that from a babe thou hast known the 

sacred writings which arc able to make 

thee wise unto salvation through faith 

which is in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is 

given by inspiration of God, and is pr06t

able for teaching, for reproof, for correc

tion, for instruction which is in righteous

ness: that tlle man of God may be com

plete, furnished completely unto every 

good work" (Il Tim. 3,14-17) . 

"For no prophecy ever came by the will 

of man: but men spake from God, being 

moved by the Holy Spirit" (II Peter 1,21). 

This dignity and authority of the Holy 

Scriptures is interpreted as follows by our 

Confession of Faith (Belgic Confession), 

Article V: 

"We receive all these books, and these 

only, as holy and canonical, for the regu

lation, foundation, and connnnation of our 

faith; b e li eving without any doubt all 

things contained in them, not SO much 

because the church receives and approves 

them as such, but more especially because 

the Holy Spirit witnesses in our hearts that 

they are from God, and because they cany 

the evidence thereof in themselves. For 

the very blind are able to perceive tllat the 

things foretold in them are being ful611ed." 

Hence, according to the stand of the 

Christian Reformed denomination, we not 

only believe everything that is taught in 

Scripture, but in our discussions and argu

mentations we constantly refer to and de
fer to God's special revelation as deposited 

in written form and organically in the 

Bible. 
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II. How We Remained Faithful to the 

Word in Our Put History 

In the matter of faithfulness we are not 

claiming perfection for ow or any other 

denomination. Nevertheless, speaking by 

and large, we may affirm that during the 

past century the Christian Reformed de

nomination has again and again made an 

honest attempt, with God's help, to remain 

true to the principle of the supremacy of 

the Word. 

Now, in this connection we should never 

permit owselves to forget that between 

De Afscheiding (Secession) of 1834 and 

the birth of our denomination there was 

an interval of only twenty· two and one

hall years. In fact, some of the men who 

took the lead in the establishment of ow 

own denomination knew all about that 

other bitter sb'uggle in The Netherlands, 

Hence, it is only fair to judge the action 

of 1857 in the light of that of 1834 (at least 

in part ) . 

How well I remember that as a boy I 

was permitted to read the Acte Van Af

scheiding (Act of Secession) of the church 

of Virum ( Oct. 13. 1834). My minis'e, . 
Dr, G. Keizer, was an eminent historian 

who, having obtained access to many of 

the original Afscheiding documents, which 

my father and I were permitted to see at 

his home, subsequently wrote a large book, 

a copy of which I have, which is now lying 

on my desk. It bears the title De Afscheid

ing Van 1834, Now, what I found espe

cially s tr ikin g was the frequency with 

which retUNl to the Word of God is men

tioned as the reason for the secession. The 

very opening lines show this: 

"Ve, the undersigned, elders and mem

bers of the Reformed Church of Jesus 

Christ at Ulrum, having for a long time 

observed the corruption in the Netherlands 

Heformed Church with respect to both the 

mutilation and repudiation of the docb'ine 

of our fathers, based on God's Word, and 

the degeneration of the administration of 

the holy sacraments according to the ordi

nance of Christ as revealed in his Word, . ; 
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and haVing by God's grace received a pas

tor and teacher who presented to us the 

true doctrine of ow fathers according to 

the Word of God. ,have come to see 

more and more clearly that with respect to 

both doctrine and conduct we should order 

our lives according to the rule of faith and 

of God's ',oly Word (Gal. 6,16; Phil. 3,16 ). 
and that we should cease from striving to 

serve God according to the commandments 

of men, because God's Word tells us that 

this is in vain ( Matt. 15:9)." 

Please note the repeated emphasis on 

God's Iwly Word! 

The great leader of the emigration of 

18·16 and following years, namely, Dr. A. C. 

Van Raa lte, gave the foUowing touching 

testi mony, when he was in conversation 

with a none too friendly liberal professor: 

"Not from man did I receive my instruc

tion, but it was my sense of guilt which 

impelled me to make a prayer/ttl study of 

the ScrilJtures. And it was thus that 

through his Spirit I arrived at the truth of 

my justification before God through fa ith 

in Jesus." 

• In 1857 a group of believers, haVing been 

briefly un ited with the Reformed Church 

in America, decided to secede and to estab

lish what is now known as the Christian 

Refonned denomination. What was their 

fundamental reason for taking th is step? 

This was not always clearly expressed, 

Moreover, is it not possible that in this 

secession - as in most movements of this 

character - certain sinful factors were in

volved? J\'lust we, indeed , believe that 

everybody's reason for bidding farewell to 

the Heformed Church was a laudable rea

son? When you read with an open mind 

the various arguments on both sides of the 

con troversy, are you not led to the con

clusion tlmt pettifogging was not entirely 

absent from our side? 

Though this must probably be admitted, 

it can also be exaggerated, It is not true 

that the leaders of the secession of 1857 

were always making mountains out of mole

hills. Certain authors who have written 
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about this question make it appear that 

the real reasons why we separated from the 

Reformed Church were the fo llowing: op ~ 

position to hymn singing; opposition to 

funeral services, particularly to having dead 

bodies in the church; opposition to having 

flowers on caskets, to church organs, to fire 

insurance, to hfe insurance, to vaccination, 

to lightning rods, to flowers on bonnets, to 

Sunday Schools, to picnics, to the English 
language, to white dresses! 

Matters such as these did not constitute 

the basic cause, however. That basic cause 

was "dissatisfaction with the doctrine and 

d iscipline of the Reformed Church." The 
quotation is from Dr. Henry Beets (Ge~ 

denkboek 1857 ~ 1 907, p. 24). 

The real reasons for the secession of 

1857 and the birth of our denomination 

were probably the following: 

1. The omission (in many Reformed 

churches) of catechism preaching. TItis 
and many other evils were particularly ev i~ 

dent in the East. 

2. The admission of Freemasons to com· 

municant church membership. 

3. Open communion. 

4. Laxness in the exercise of church dis

cipline. 

5. The downgrading of the doctrine of 

divine predestination. 

6. In several Refonned churches, the 

ignoring of (or even implied rejection of) 

the doctrine of the limited atonemen t. 

7. The frequent omission of baptism, so 

that one elder admitted that he had not 

presented any of his children for baptism. 

8. Over-emphasis 011 hymn singing to 

the neglect , in many cases, of psalm singing. 

9. The distribution of ull-Reformed reli· 

gious literature. 

10. The "persecution" of those leaders who 

tried to lead the church back to the true 

doctrine of Scripture. I refer here to what 

was then still called the "persecution" of 

leaders, an event which had led to the 

secession of 1822, a secession which exerted 

some influence upon the men of 1857; and 

to the far from mild opposition which the 

Torch and Trumpet, October, 1956 

men of 1857 had to endure when they tried 

to change the stand of the denomination 

with respect to the admission of Free

masons to church membership. 

Now, it is certainly evident at once that 

these several reasons point back to Olle 

great, basic issue, namely, that of the su· 
wenwcy of the Word of God. It was the 

dignity and majesty of that ' ;Yord which 

the leaders of the secession wanted to up

hold at all costs. 

Has the Christian Reformed Church re

mained true to that great principle? 

Well, let us look Grst of all to the con

troversy which was raging in the year 1922. 

At that time a certain professor, popular 

with many students, was teaching at Calvin 

Seminary, a man well versed in Hebrew 

and related languages, as all the reports 

have it. But about him a controversy arose 

which has definite bearing on conditions 

tocioy. Otherwise I would not mention it . 

In fact, I would be more than pleased to 

let this episode rest entirely were it not 

for the fact that others have brought it to 

the fore once more, as you will see if you 

continue to read this article to the very end. 

Now as to the controversy with respect 

to him, I wish that everybody would read 

for himself what is found on pages 125·138 

of the Acts of OllI Synod of 1922. I say 

this so that no one will be able to claim 

that I am misrepresenting history. If these 

minutes are re.'ld, it will become abun

dantly evident that the issue touching this 

professor was whether in all his teaching 

he adhercd to the Reformed conception of 

inspiration. The committee which investi· 

gated the matter gave a detailed report, 

and defended the view that the professor 

did not in every respect cling to the Re

fo rmed position anent the inspiration of 

Scripture. Synod adopted the Report and 

took action accordingly. 

Was it not also the denomination's sense 

of loyalty to the principle of the supremacy 

of the Word which led to the deposition of 

a minister who, as Synod saw it, rejected 

t wo important sCriptur a l doctrines, 
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namely, that with reference to the unity of 

the church and that with reference to the 

kingship of Christ? 

And what about the general membership 

of the church? Has it remained loyal to 

this great principle? 

It is only fair, it would seem to me, to 

express thanks to God for the following 

facts: 

a. Today, more than ever before, a large 

percentage of our chi ldren attend the 

Christian schools, institutions in which the 

Bible is basic to all the instruction that is 

given. I know of a congregation where 

within a generation the percentage of pu· 

pUs who attend the Christian School rose 

from about twenty . .five per cent to perhaps 

about seventy per cent. 

b. The custom of family worship about 

the Word of God is held in honor by many. 

And for this purpose some excellent aids 

have been supplied. 

c. By means of the Reformed Bible In

stitute, Bible Conferences, religiOUS broad

casts, etc., the attention of our own people 

and of others is focused upon the Word of 

God as interpreted by our Reformed con

fessions. 

d. The work of such a man as Dr. Vol

beda (and in a measure that of others be

fore him ), who in his own characteristic 

way gave us instruction in constructing 

exegetical, practical, logical, and interesting 

sermons, in which the Word of God is cen

tral, has been exerting its beneficent in

Buenee, to the spiritual upbuilding from 

Sabbath to Sabbath of congregations large 

and small throughout the denomination. 

e. The value and importance of the la

bors of Professor L. Berkhof, in greatly 

strengthening the foundation for the inter· 

pretation of Scripture and for the docbines 

based upon it, can hardly be over-esti

mated. That is my personal testimony. And 

I am convinced that many will join me in 

this. And here, too, it is the so-called <1ay

man" and not only the minister who reaps 

the benefit. 

f. The splendid work done in our midst 
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by the staff of The Banner - particularly 

the definite defence of The Reformed posi

tion on fundamental issues in the editorials 

of the last few decades - has served to 

strengthen greatly the loyalty of our people 

to the Word of God. 

It is therefore with true joy and grati

tude in our hearts that we can testify: 

l1ly love divine has led us in the past; 

In this free land by Thee our lot is cast, 

Be thou our Ruler, Guardian, Guide, 

and Stay; 

Thy Word our law, Thy paths our 

chosen way.'" 

Ill. Are There Signs of Decay? 

To picture only the bright side would ill 

serve the true interests of our denomina

tion. Let us all humbly admit before God 

that we have not always placed the em

phasis where we should have placed it. It 

is not at all my purpose to brand anyone 

as a heretic; nevertheless, I beHeve it is 

high time that certain dangers be pointed 

out. 

Doing this involves risk. I know that 

very well. Those who prize external unity 

above all else will immediately call one 

«a spreader of suspicions," and "an alann

ist." They will say that it just "is not nice" 

to call attention to any flaw when admir

ing a masterpiece. 

But as we approach this centennial, you 

and I must ask that we may receive from 

the Lord love, wisdom, and courage. Also 

courage! Let us not be so deeply concerned 

about personal popularity and "security" 

that we no longer dare to fight the battle 

of the Lord. Remember: 

«If I have longed for shelter in the fold, 

When thou has given me some fort to 

hold, 

Dear Lord, forgive." 

If there had been more men like Machen 

in the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A., 

it would surely have been good for that 

church. Though you and I may never 

reach the lofty pinnacle of a Luther, a 

Calvin, an Abraham Kuyper, or a Machen, 

we can at least pray for grace to manifest 
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a little of that same spirit in our own small 

way. 
Now suppose that y Ofl - instead of my

self - were the man who had to place your 

finger on certain present-day tendencies in 

the Christian Reformed Church, tendencies 

which may be regarded as hardly in keep.

ing with the plinciple of the supremacy of 

the Word, where would you place that 

finger? 

I can imagine that you might say some

thing like this: 

"Of late from a certain quarter I have 

been hearing a lot about biblicists. I used 

to think that the term referred to people 

who rejected the creeds and quoted Scrip

ture out of its context. But today whenever 

I want my children to commit to memory 

a Bible passage, or when I defend my 

policy regarding their conduct by referring 

to a Bible text, or when I in any other way 

quote Scripture in order to prove my stand 

on tllis or that, I am immediately called a 

biblicist. My neig11bor calls me that. 

"Also, today I am being told that men 

who devote much earnest study to Scrip

ture are not scholarly. It would seem that 

only those who delve into Plato are schol

ars. And I always thought that Warfield, 

Hodge. Bavinck, and Machen were also 

scholarsl 

"Again, I have heard it said that not the 

Bible but Christ is really the only Word 

of God. Also, that our people should be 

warned not to 'worship a book'." 

And here my informant stops, to wait for 

my reply to all this. I answer: Your ac

count is interesting, but can you prove 

that all these ideas are present among us? 

Do not forget that many of the things 

which you have told me have never been 

committed to writing. So, let us forget 

about them until they can be proved, black 

on white. 

But there are, nevertheless, some facts 

which can be proved. Whether these facts 

show that we are in danger of moving in 

a wrong direction. I shall leave to the 

judgment of the reader. 

FACT NUMBER 1: 

Some time ago I was reading a thesis 

written by a minister of our denomination. 

The title of the thesis is The Christian Re

formed Church and Her Schools. The dis

serta tion gives evidence of much work, and 

contains much interesting, worthwhile ma

terial But one fact caused me to wonder 

in which direction we are heading. And 

before I tell you what it was, I should like 

to stress that I am not at all interested in 

misrepresentation . I am interested in ob· 

jective facts. Hence, if anyone has any 

fear of misrepresentation, he should by all 

means investigate for himself. 

You will recall that earlier in this article 

I reluctantly referred to the happenings of 

the year 1922. Please re-read that pnra

gl'aph if you have forgotten it. Otherwise 

you w ill not understand what I am about 

to say. Now, the very man who according 

to the report of the 1922 committee was 

held to have taught matters which were 

not entirely in conformity witl} the Re

formed view of inspiration, is lauded in 

th is thesis. In effect, the thesis says that 

his deposition was the beginning of the 

end of a process of llie that was initiated 

with some good hope in the year 1902. 

Well, does the author of the thesis intend 

to tell us that the Synod of 1922 was wrong 

when it applied its doctrine of Scripture's 

inspiration as it did to the matter in ques· 

tion? If so, is it not high time that we 

confess this wrong? The issue is a basic 

one, as the Acts of 1922 clearly indicate. 

Just where are we going? 

FACT NUMBER 2: 

Somewhere I recently read that the Bible 

is "a mine of religiOUS inSight." This ex

pression, too, came from our own circle. 
It is bu t fair to add, however, that, as I 

see it, the context in which the expression 

OCCurs makes it somewhat less alarming. 

The author points out that he clings to 

"the historic Christian faith." It is his aim 

"to give expression to that faith in the 

idiom of today." He believes in "'the old 

faith for the modern man." Certainly, no-
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body can object to that. As I see it, it is 

commendable that we strive to be up-to

date in our preaching, instead of stuffy. 

The expression of our beliefs should not be 

geared to the ways and habits of the six

teenth or seventeenth century. Therefore, 

with emphasis I would say that taken in 

its context - and it is never fair to remove 

a statement from its context - the state

ment must be viewed as having issued 

from the pen (or typewriter) of a man 

who fully accepts the Reformed position 

on the inspiration of the Bible. Otherwise, 

why talk about "the old faith" at all? And 

yet, would it not have been wiser if the 

brother, instead of using language which 

even a liberal can use - namely. "a mine 

of religiOUS insight" - had spoken of Scrip

ture as God's infallible revelation? Is it not 

true that the Bible is always first of all and 

most of all Goas Word to man before it 

ever can be a mine of religious insight? 

Please take note that the author of this 

statement speaks of the Bible, not as a 

mine of Christian insight. but as a mine of 

merely religious insight. It seems to me 

that the mildest way we can characterize 

such terminology is to call it ilUldequate 

and perhaps even dangerous. 

FACT NUMBER 3, 

No so long ago a book was publi shed 

which aims to show The Triumph of Grace 

in the Theology of Karl Barth. The author 

of that book (a Reformed theolOgian in 

The Netherlands) has written other books, 

books which I personally regard as excel

lent, and from which we can learn a great 

deal. And fairness compels me to add that 

even from the present volume we can cull 

many interesting facts. That the man who 

wrote it is a scholar is evident from begin

ning to end. 

But how "grace" can ever be said to be 
triump110nt in the theology of a man (Karl 

Barth) who teaches that sin is "an onto

logical impossibility" is more than I can 

see. How we can praise so highly the doc

trinal views of a man (again Karl Barth ) 

who holds that all men were elected in 
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Christ, is again more than I can under· 

stand. But above all, what I cannot fathom 

is this, that when a man regards the Bible 

as "a human document like any other," 

which "can lay no a priori claim to special 

attention or consideration" (Karl Barth, 

Das Wort Gottes und die Theologie. tr. The 

Word of God and the Word of Man. Bos

ton, 1928, p. 60), he can be trusted to erect 

on such a weak foundation a beautiful and 

well-constructed edi6ce of grace! I , too, 

would ask with Dr. C. Van Til: 

"Does Barth now believe in the historic

ity of the Genesis account? Or has that 

become a matter of small importance? 

Does he now believe in the incarnation in 

the way the historic confessions, notably 

that of ChaJcedon, speak of it? Does he 

now believe in the virgin birth or resurrec

tion · of Christ in the ordinary, historical 

sense of thc term? Does he now believe 

in the second coming of Christ, a 6nal 

judgment, and an eternal separation of the 

just and the unjust in the way the historic 

creeds, on the basis of Scripture, speak of 

t~ ese things?" 

Exactly! Dr. Van Til's logic here is sim

ply irrefutable. Lauding Karl Bath's doc

trine of grace when you know that you 

are dealing with a man who rejects com

pletely the Reformed view of the doctrine 

of Scripture's infallibility is, to say the 

least, inconsistent. And since no one will 

deny that such lauding takes place in our 

own circles also, I believe that what I am 

saying is de6nitely to the point. You ca.nnot 

have an illfallible Bible and also Karl 

Bartll! They do not fit into one system. 

Moreover, those who today are talking 

about "the new Barth" are warned by Barth 

to desist (Kirchliche Dogmatik, Vol. IX/2, 
Die Lehre Von Der Verso/mun g, p. viii). 

FACT NUMBER 4, 

Of late there has been much talk about 

the question: Does the Bible contain in

accuracies? In this connection the question 

being discussed is not, Did any scribe ever 

commit an error in copying? Nor is it, 

Torch and Trumpet, October, 1956 

-~ ------------------------------------------------- -



Did any translator ever offer a wrong ren· 

dering of the text? I suppose it may be 

taken for granted that on such matters as 

these all infonned persons think alike. 

No, the real question is, Did the evan

gelists the mselves com mit inaccuracies 

when they wrote their books? I am happy 

to say that I know of no Christian Re· 

fonned person who would answer that 

question in the affirmative. With all re

spect for those elsewhere who differ with 

me, and for the excellent books which they 

have written, books which deserve all the 

praise which has been showe r e d upon 

them, I still hope that the position referred 

to - namely, that the evangelists may have 

committed hi stori cal inaccuracies - will 

never be accepted by anyone in our circles. 

Be sure about thisJ that once you admit 

the possibility of error in historical detail, 

you will be hard pressed to defend the 

impossibility of error in doctrinal teaching. 

IV. Positive Suggestions for 

Improvements 

Error has a way of creeping in gradually, 

little by little. Hence, I humbly submit the 

following for the readers' consideration: 

1. In order that the supremacy of the 

Word of God may stand out more clearly 

than ever before, let us flrst of all continue 

to insist that in all our schools all the teach· 

ing be definitely based on (and integrated 

with) the Word of God, viewed as his 

infallible special revelation to man. Teach· 

ing must never become a matter of merely 

asking questions. Questions are all right 

provided that answers are also given, an· 

swers on the basis of SCripture. 

2. In ow homes and in private devotions 

let us strive more than ever before to give 

the central place to the Word of God. Let 

its themes be the subjects for discussion 

"with our beloved ones.'" Let its teachings 

be taken to heart. 

3. Let us, in imparting instruction to our 

children regarding Scripture, continue to 

insist on effecting a proper balance be· 

tween memorizationJ interpretation, and 

personal appropriation. 
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Let us not despise any of these. To a 

certain extent the commUting to memory 

of Scripture passages should be encour· 

aged, not discouraged. What one learns 

when he is young does not easily fade from 

the memory. The ability, in later years, to 

recall pertinent Bible passages has had the 

effect in hundreds of cases of: 

a. helping p eople in their struggle 

against temptation (a Bible passage would 

suddenly occur to the mind); 

b. assisting them in giving a good ac· 

count of their faith when confronted with 

error in doctrine: they had their weapon 

when they needed it, not five minutes later; 

and 

c. filling their hearts and minds with 

glory and comfort in their declining years 

and especially upon their deathbeds. 

But memorization can be emphasized 

too strongly. Texts must always be read 

and studied in the light of their contexts. 

Children and grownups should learn to 

interpret and understand the meaning of 

Scripture in the light of our confessions. 

I hardly need to emphasize - for it is 

obvious - that most important of all is per. 

sOMl appropriation. 

4. Let us never forget that our Confes· 

sions teach: 

'"Ve know him by two means, first, by 

the creation, preservation, and government 

of the universe; which is before our eyes as 

a most elegant book, wherein all creatures, 

great and small, are as so many characters 

leading us to see clearly the invisible things 

of God, even his everlasting power and 

divinity, as the apostle Paul says (Rom. 
(Co>lf " nw~d on page 14) 
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--9atkerJ and rBretkrenf.'---. 
ON CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 

"During these days we o f the Cbristian Reformed Church are devoting thought and 
time to preparing for OUT centenn iaL Conscious that the Lord has blessed and guided 
us as a chuTch, we are moved to gratitude and humility. But we realize also that the 
centennial has a challenge for the future." 

Recently the editor of The Illinois Observer made some thought. provoking remarks on this 
subject. "The initial and all-important business of the commi ttee IS to make the denomina
t ion conscious of its adulthood and the corresponding responsibilities o n the American 
scene. Each member of the church, and more particularly those who lead, must realize 
that we can no longer use the argument that we are in our youth and therefore have 
little to offe r ... " 

* ••••• 

But what, we may well ask, is implied in assuming proper leadersh ip in our churches? 

Too frequently we st ill labor under the misapprehension that only the clergy are 
called. T hey have received spedal training, so the argument goes, and enjoy an adequate 
sala ry; hence having little else to do, they should witness and lead. 

De spi te our loud protestations that we ha"'e been delivered from the clergy-controlled 
life imposed by Romanism , we have failed in practice to escape its consequences. In 
fac t, it see ms that most people, including lllany elders and deacons, feel very comfortable 
if the minister assu mes the full load of representing the church to the world around us. 
The sense of mission seems to be weaker in our churches today than possibly ever 
before. We g ive money in abundance, but we arc n ot eager to g ive ourselves. 

If the church is not to to ss aimlessly and erratically in the backwash of our complex 
modern world, as we have done too long and too often during our firs t century, we 
must become aware again of our obligations as Christian witnesses in our community. 
In becoming spiritually self-con scious in a ll increasingly pagan and host ile world, we 
call learn from the French pries t Abbe Michoneau, who with other membe rs o f the 
Mission de Paris has devoted himself to bringing the Christian fai t h to the indus trialized 
mass-man in western Europe. "We are no t trying t o patch up the iUs of the world," 
he wrote a few years ago; "we are trying to rebuild it completely. For t hat we need 
real militants (soldiers) w ho will fill their surroundings with the spirit of Christ, so 
th at men and wo men will want to know and follow this Chri st ... The creation of this 
new and revolutionary Christian atmosphere depends 011 the common effor ts of each and 
every Christian .. . Every man has his own little world to in fluence, to change, t o chris
tianize. That is what we must do as u ni ted Olris tians ." 

This will demand wholehearted reaffirmation of our fa it h in our heritage. The Re
formed faith ca n't be preserved as a valuable antique in the china-doset of abstract 
principles. It demands expression in every area of life. 

We must rededicate ourselves to living the principles which we profess, a nd this can 
be done only in a profound sense of our depende nce 0 11 divine grace. Christ still caBs 
us as he did the disciples of old, "As the Father hath sent me, even so send I you." 

t; t; t; ••• 

One of the chief dangers th at threatens us today is that of seeking strength ill external 
o rganization. We establish mission societies and organize study groups, w hich all too 
often stifle t he spark of personal responsibility by endless debates and discussions. 

We need to get back to a new and deeper appreciation of the church as the body of 
Christ. Every living member is called to active, daily, relevant witnessing to the power 
of God's grace. And elders and deacons together with the pastors should be willing 
and eager to lead in this witnessing. If the church is to be truly church, revitalization 
will have to begin in the consistory room. Every office-bearer and each consistory in 
this centennial year should face seriously the quest ion of how we call make the members 
of t he church more responsive to their hig h calling in Christ Jesus. The grace of God is 
a living, dynam ic force. It sets in motion the whole renewed life o f the believer. And 
to help ou r people give expression to this power unto holiness in all of li fe is among 
the g reatest tasks and chal lenges w hich the office-hearer s of the loca l church must face. 
Only the n will our denomination be able by God's g race to escape the st inging con
demnation of the Savior to the church at Sardis, "I know thy works, that thou hast a 
name that thou livest, and thou ar t dead." 

- PETER Y. D E JONG 
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College and Cbmch 

D
ISCUSSIONS concerning the relation 

of colle ge and church are wide· 

spread today. In a provocative article 

"What Is a Church-Related C<llleger Dr. 

'Vinston L. King of Grinnell College, Iowa 

speaks of a growing tendency to seek closer 

alliance. He writes only of "church-related" 

co l1 eges . The term is u a very elastic 

hamper" which "covers all those institu

tions which have some sort of church con

nection in their past or present and have 

not actually repudiated it." ( Religion in 

Life, Summer 1956. p. 439. ) Dr. King con

tends that "there are signs that not al1 

colleges and all churches are happy about 

this vagueness. The churches, Oll their side 

have become aware of their great stake in 

the quality and nature of higher education 

... So also there are evidences that church

related colleges are responding to churchly 

interest in their future. And what are their 

motives? Sometimes ... a genuine COll

cern for the achievement of a Christianly 

oriented and motivated educational pro

gram . .. But some of this new-born inter

est is of the economic variety ..." ( p. 439) . 

After making certain suggestions for a 

solution, some of which are none too good, 

Dr. King draws the following significant 

conclusion: "Perhaps the key is in person

nel, however. This, in the author's view, 

is more central than the specific program. 

Programs and curricu lums can be pro

duced, but it is the personal factor, the 

influence of administrative and faculty 

personnel that is crucial. Only as gen

uinely Christian people fonn the hard 

core of institutional staffs will the phrase 

'church-related' be worth the paper it 

is written on. The only truly church-

FRED H. KLOOSTER 

related college is one in which the living, 

thinking, and teaching of its staff are de

votedly Christian and d irectly related to 

the local and larger religiOUS fellowship" 

(p.441. ) 

The Reformed Faith and Education. 

Belhaven College in Jackson, Mississippi 

is seeking to be a truly Reformed or Cal

vinistic college for the South . C. Gregg 

Singer, Ph.D., a member of Belhaven's 

faculty, has written a challenging article 

on !be Reformed Faith and the Contem

porary Crisis in Education" (The Southern 

Presbyterian Journal, August 22, 1956; pp. 

7-12 ). He believes "the role of education 

is to enable men to serve and glorify the 

Living God more effectively and to bring 

their cultural activity and development into 

subjection to a sovereign God and His rev

elation of Himself in the Scriptures" ( p. 

12). 
The crisis of contemporary education lies 

not in the problems of salaries, buildings 

and teacher shortage; these are but the 

symptoms of the real crisis. "The tragedy 

lies in the fact that American education 

has cut itself off from the Bible and lost 

its sense of direction" (p. 7 ). "Essentia1ly 

the crisis finds its deepest expression in 

the conHict with historic Christianity. It is 

a crisis of such depth and extent that its 

consideration may well cause thoughtful 

Americans to wonder whether such a sys

tem of education is worthy of his support, 

whether it should be maintain ed and 

whether it may not be a national Iiabiljty 

instead of a national asset" (pp. 9 ~ 10 ). 

After a thoughtful diagnosis of the crisis, 

Dr. Singer presents his solution : 1t is my 

profound conviction that the Refonned 

Faith has much to say to contemporary 
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education and educators who refuse to 

heed its message do so at their peril . . . 

The Reformed doctrine in its emphasis on 

the unity of truth in God and its insistence 

that all human intellectual activity is valid 

only when it conforms to the truth which 

God has revealed to man offers to educa· 

tion the only sure foundation for a mean

ingful philosophy. All subject fields must 

be taught in the light of the great doctrines 

of the Scriptures. The natural sciences, his

tory, psych ology, philosophy, literature, 

and the social sciences must all be sub

jected to the teachings of the Word of God. 

Unless they are taught in the light of the 

Bible they must remain a closed book to 

the unbelieving student and quite unre

warding, for the ultimate meaning of all 

human endeavor can never be penetrated 

by human reason, but comes by revelation 

alone" (pp. 10-12 ). 

Dr. Singer concludes: '1 would suggest 

that the Reformed Faith has everything to 

say to education today. It is the one rem

edy for those maladies of the soul and 

mind which beset American education. If 
our schools fai l to heed its message they 

will con tinue to drift from one new cult to 

another. Having already lost their vision 

as to what constitutes a genuine education, 

they will gradually lose that respectable 

mediocrity of which they now boast and 

usher in a new day of spiritual and intel

lectual darkness the end of which can be 

only national destruction" (p. 12 ). 

The Size of a College. 

The question of size is not unimportant 

in the evaluation of college problems today. 

Dr. D. E lton Trueblood, former professor 

of Stanford and Harvard Universities and 

recently director of religious information 

for the U.S. Information Agency, accepted 

an appointment to the small Earlham Col

lege (700 students) in Richmond, Indiana. 

In response to many questions he has given 

his answer in a popular article entit1ed 

''Why I Chose a Small College: (Reader's 

Digest. September 1956). 

Page 14 

Trueblood writes: 'We know now what 

ten years ago had to be largely surmised: 

that the smallness and modesty of the small 

college, far from implying mediocrity, more 

often represents a pattern of life which pro

duces a high order of excellence" (p. 39). 

Not all of Dr. Trueblood's arguments carry 

equal weight. His main argument, however, 

concerns the great Signifi cance of the 

teacher-student relationship which is possi

ble in a small college. 

Significant Articles. 

"The Authority of Scripture" is a chal· 

lenging article by an English Lutheran, 

Norman Nage l (Concordia Theological 

Monthly, Septembe, 1956, pp. 693-706 ). 
A very fine survey of recent Swedish the

ology can be read in The Scottish l oumal 

of Theology, Vol. 9, no. 2, pp. 113-134. 
An entire issue of The Christian Schol.ar 

has recently been devoted to "biblical the

ology." ( Vol. XXXIX, No. 1. ) Although 

it is presented chiefly from the liberal and 

neo-orthodox position, there is much im

portant material which indicates "what 

they are thinking" in biblical theology to

day. An annotated bibliography on biblical 

theology is included. The current issue of 

The Christian Scholar is devoted to the 

question of the Christian in philosophy. 

Although the contents are interesting, one 

finds the answer generally disappointing. 

Oral Roberts' Faith Healing. 

The Christian Century (September 5, 

1956 ) has devoted two articles to the 

"supersalesman of faith healing," Oral 

Roberts. Harland G. Lewis, a Congrega

tional minister from New Hampshire gives 

this judgment: "Faith healing runs peril

ously near a profound heresy: making use 

of God for human ends rather than making 

God an end and ourselves the means. It 

skirts the edge of primitive magic, and the 

faith healer who makes this his principal 

work is close to being a medicine man. Re

ligion always has this tendency, but such 

religion is not the whole gospel. To present 

(C",,' illlUd " .. P<>II' 11) 
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More Questions and Answers 

SCHOOL RIGHTS III  
EDWIN H. 

I N THE MAY and Sept., 1956 issues of 

1'orch and Trumpet we attempted to 

answer some objcdions of readers in con-

nection  with  the  thesis  that  all  schools, 
regardless  of  race,  creed,  or  color,  are  en-

titled  to  their  fair  share  of  public  school 

taxes  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  stu-
dents  enrolled.  H erew ith  we  conclude 

these questions and answers. 

A  wellknown  educational  leader  writes: 
"We who  live  in  a  city  may  vote  for  a public 
park system although  for  private use  we  con-
struct  and  maintain  at  considerable  personal 
expense  a  private  park  in  our own back yard. 
Again,  we  may  vote  for  a  public  swimming 
beach  while  at  the  same  time  we  procure  a 
private  beach  fo r  our  private  use  at our own 
expense.  In  each  of  these  cases  there  is dou-
ble  taxation.  However  .  .  .  no  injust ice  has 
been  done  ... No  one  was  forced  to  make 
both  expenditures."  His  conclusion  is  that 
no  one  forces  us  to  have  a  Christiau  school, 
and  therefore  if  we  choose  to  have  one  we 
must  foot  the  bill  just  as  in the  case  of  the 
private pack or beach. 

Such  reasoning  would  be  cogent  if it 

were  true  that  "no  one  is  forced  to  make 
both  expenditures."  But  the  contrary  is 

true.  The  Christian  who  realizes  his  re-
sponsibilities  before God  is  obliged  to give 

his  children a  Christian education.  He has 
no  other  choice.  He  is  forced  by  God's 
commandment.  It  is  not  a matter  of indif-

ference.  He  must  train  them  in  the  fear 
of  the Lord.  He  is  thus forced  by his own 
conscience  to  pay  for  Christian  education. 

Then  the  state  comes  along  and  forces 

him  to  pay  for  the  education  of  someone 
else's  child.  It  is  law.  It is required  on 

penalty of imprisonment.  Thus he is forced 
to make both expenditures. 

This is why the illustration of the private 
parks  and  beaches  carries  no  weight.  In-

deed, nobody is forced  to pay for a private 

beach  or  park.  That  is  a  luxury.  There  is 

a  freedom  of  choice  whether  to  have  them 
or  not.  They  are not  a  necessity. 
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13ut  this  is  not  the  case  with  the  Chris-
tian  school.  It is  not a  luxury.  It is  not  a 

matter of indifference.  There  is no  f.reedom 
to  have  or  not  to  have  a  Christian  school. 

If it  were  a  matter  of  private  luxury  and 

indifference,  then this  illustration would be 

very  apt.  But  it is not.  God dema.nds that 
we  have  the  school.  Therefore  we  are 

forced to  pay  twice,  once  willingly  for  a 
Christian  education  and  once  unWillingly 

for a Godless education of somebody else's 
child.  And that is injustice. 

If this  principle  of  equality  were  to  be 
worked  out,  exactly  what  system  would  you 
favor,  aid  to  the  school  or  aid  to  the  pupil? 

There  are  three  possible  ways  of  dis-
tributing  the  taxes  fairly.  One  is  by grant-

ing  the  money  to  the  pupils  who  go  to 
school,  r egardless  of  what  school  they 

choose.  This  fair  method  is  followed  by 

the G.  1.  Bill  of Rights.  The veterans them-
selves,  and  not  the schools,  are paid.  Then 

the  veteran  can  attend  any  school  of  his 
chOOSing  as  long  as  the  school  maintains 
certain standards. 

A  second  method  is to  pay  the  money 
directly  to  the  parents,  who  would  then 
turn it over to  the school 

A  thi rd  way is  to distribute  taxes  to each 
school  in proportion  to  the number of  stu-

dents  en ro lle d.  This  would  be  for  all 
schools,  without  d iscrim in ation  against 

them for  their religious orientation, whether 
they  be  Calvinistic,  Roman  Catholic,  or 

Judaistic.  Personally,  because  the  last 
method  has  been  tried and  proved  success-

ful.  without  any  government  interference 
and in an efficient manner, we would favor 

the  latter.  But any  method  is  suitable  that 

does away with  the basic  injustice. 

Even  if what you  advocate  is correct,  could 
we  ever  convince  the  American  public  of 
this?  Is there any hope of a change? 
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Let me say first that even if we thought 

there were no hope, it is still our duty and 

obligation to strive for what we believe is 

justice. 

But I believe there is hope, although it 

could takc many years. I base this on two 

observations. First, what we strive for is 

justice, and justice often triumphs. Sec

ondly, the American people, both the Chris

tian and non-Christian elements, have in 

the history of our nation shown a remark

able appreciation for this very cause we 

are struggling for. For it appeals to the 

American sense of fairness to all and to 

her pride in not discriminating against a 

person for his race, color, or creed. 

For example, the annual convention of 

the CIO of Maryland in 1955 went on rec

ord in favor of our principle "in the inter

ests of elementary justice." In 1934 a bill 

to give aid to the private schools was de

feated only by a narrow margin in the 

Ohio legislature. Mississippi granted free 

textbooks to all schools on the ground that 

a refusal to do so would be a denial of 

privileges on "sectarian" grounds. Four 

other states followed suit. F. D. Roosevelt's 

AdviSOry Committee on Education in 1937

38 advocated free textbooks, transportation, 

and scholarships to all schools. Pres. Hutch

ins of the University of Chicago strongly 

defended this proposition after it was 

attacked. 

It is short of amazing how many utter

ances in Supreme Court decisions and from 

informed people who are not particularly 

noted for their Christianity support this 

principle in part or in whole. Therefore, 

this cause is not a lost cause. With the 

cooperation of Evangelicals, Roman Catho

lics, and with an appeal to the American 

public's sense of equity, something can be 

done. 

What can you do? The first thing is to 

discuss and thereby arouse interest in many 

people. School boards, P.T.A:s, Men's and 

Ladies' Societies could discuss the pros 

and coos. Get speakers to introduce the 
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subject. And keep at it, not cooling off 

after the Brst enthusiasm has passed by. 

Further, speak and write to your local 

school boards but especially to the Na

tional Union of Christian Schools request

ing action. For the latter is in a natural 

position to give leadership through its na

tional and local conventions, its magazine 

which reaches school boards, teachers and 

in8uential people in education, and through 

other powerful means of influence. 

A HIDDEN MELODY 

(C,,'di...ud f rom pag, J ) 

complex problems of our time. They must 

ever be digging fresh channels, through 

which our particular heritage can be ap

plied most aptly and effectively. This new 

basic attitude which we have expressed in 

the slogan, "In publication lies our preser

vation," has so generally captured the 

hearts of our people that today we measure 

the Vitality of a congregation in terms of 

their "publication efforts," usually called 

evangelistic and missionary endeavor. And 

let it be so! 

Just as .. much as former1y our "isolation'" 

served our "preservation," just so much does 

our "publication" serve our "preservation" 

now. Herewith stands or falls our heritage. 

It is a matter of to be or not to be for our 

denomination. 

Now, let the guns of frustration and self

criticism blast. Let the sparks fly and the 

flaming fires highlight the denominational 

scene. Just so we constantly remember the 

"hidden melody" which through this aU 

expresses how God through the years has 

directed a group of people to this great 

na tion of ours. It is after all He Himself, 

who has a greater purpose for and with 

these people than that of their self-preser

vation. May this hidden melody, so inbi

cately interwoven in our denomination's 

history, teach us clearly: 

'ln P UBLI CATIO N lies our preser

vation}" 

Again, it is quite natural to observe the 
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contrasts before the similarities. Our pe0

ple had to "find themselves'" in their new 
environment. This is a very natural process 

which requires a rather extended period of 

time. During this period our people stuck 

rigorously to their policy: In isolation lies 

our preservation. Out of this "Bock" grew 

various congregations and this led also to 
the loyally supported theological school. 

In this part of our history we find a hid

den melody. This melody is composed of 

such characteristics as devotedness, reso
luteness, principle-consciousness and a 

solid conviction that a Calvinism which 
had stood the test in Europe would be 

eminently applicable in America! 

The Transition. 

Yes, "applicable in America," there was 

no question about that! But HOW?? It 

is precisely here where the gears of our 
denominational development were grinding 

heavily. The question of now to apply 

our heritage in America" began to shake 

the very foundational attitude of our peo
ple. It questioned the basic resolution: "In 

our isolation lies our preservation!" The 

minute such a solid conviction would be 
touched sparks were bound to By. And did 

they everHyl And not only sparks! 
Flames and fires highlighted this process 

everywhere. Think of the struggles to in

troduce English into our denominational 
life, and you have an example of what we 
mean. 

Yet there is another side to this transi

tion, not the side of the thorns, but that of 
the roses. It is not the march of warfare, 

but a melody so natural, that it has been 

hidden from our observations. All the 

while during this period of our history God 

was molding the channels through which 

He Himself was leading our people gradu
ally onward to a higher purpose than that 

of self-preservation. God saw fit to do this 

in a very natural process of progress. As 

the people became more adjusted to their 

way of living in the "New World," so they 
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became likewise more adjusted to the way 

of life of the peoples around them. Gradu
ally they began to get an eye for the Amer
ican language as well as the American 

folTOs of social, political, cultural and re

ligious life. In God's providence the first 

world war was used to promote this proc
ess. "American" was then ordered to be 

the official language for our worship serv

ices. At the same time our soldier boys 
lived intimately together with the rest of 

the American soldiers. During this transi
tion period a new generation grew up, the 

majority of which no longer had a ready 
command of the Dutch 1anguage. In fact, 

not a few found the Dutch language and 
traditions such a hindrance to their prog

ress and pride, that they resented violently 
being caned "dutchy"l They sought to be 

fully recognized as true-blooded Ameri

cans! Let us note how God prepared this 
generation to face the problem: «How must 

we apply our heritage to Americar' Quite 
obviously, the time had passed during which 

we could say: "In isolation lies our preser

vation'" We are no longer isolated! We 

have become part of the American scenel 

Consequently a new basic attitude must 
be found. If not in "isolation", wherein 

then lies our strength? How can we now 
keep our heritage pure, alive, applicable to 

our America? 

WHAT THEY ARE THINKING 

the gospel in the faith-healing context alone 
is to mutilate it'" ( p. 1020 ). 

Rev. Lewis concludes with this devastat

ing statement: "This faith-healing enter
prise, like its equally popular cousin the 

'peace of mind' cult, is fundamentally a 

crossless Christianity - which is no Chris
tianity." It is not at all clear from the 

article, however, that the critic has himself 

understood the central Significance of the 

cross of Christ in the atonement. 
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The Church at Worship XVI 

Jiaptlsm ... OM I<~ 
WILLIAM KOK 

T HE PSALMIST invites the children of 

God to sing a new song unto God 

because of the marvelous things he has 

done. "Jehovah hath made known His sal

vation. He hath remembered His loving 

kindness and His faithfulness toward the 

house of Israel." When we are privileged 
to witness the administration of the holy 

sacrament of baptism we arc reminded of 

our uncleanness, and of the fact that we 

are in ourselves damnable. But we also are 

assured of God's love and tender mercy. 

The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 

speak to us of their saving activity, where

by we are freed from the curse of the law 

and adopted as children and heirs of God. 

There is however one thing which should 

never be forgotten in the contemplation 

of the great works of God for our salvation. 

A religion which rests in the things which 

God does for us will lead to a bitter 

disappointment. Here is one of the sins 

which so easly beset us. We love to think 

of all the blessings which God bestows 

upon us and to rejoice in these good gifts 

without realizing that these blessings are 

given us in order that we may use them 

to the glory of God and the coming of his 

kingdom. It is so often forgotten that the 

good gifts of God if not used in the way in 

which God wants us to use them will turn 

against us. In baptism the triune God 

reminds us of the great work of salvation 

done by him that we might be redeemed 

from sin and all its evil consequences; but 

we are also reminded that being saved we 

are now called to a life of obedience to his 

commandments, a life of devotion and 

consecration to him and his cause here 

upon this earth . 

Let no one think for a single moment 

that God first gives us blessings and now 

takes them back by his demand that they 

shall be spent and used for him. Exactly 

the opposite is true. God knows - and we 

should not forget it - that the fulness of 

the blessings which he gives can only be 

experienced in the right use made of them. 

In all covenants there are contained h'lo 

parts, also in the covenant of grace which 

God has established with us and our 

children. We may rest assured that God 

will do what he promised. He will prove 

the fa ithful one. We should not forget what 

God expects of us in this covenant relation

ship which he has established. Baptism 

speaks of cleansing, a cleansing which can 

only be accomplished by God; now God 

expects that we in our lives shall keep 

ourselves unspotted from the world and 

undefiled. We are by baptism admonished 

and obliged to a life of obedience. It would 

be wrong indeed to think of this demand 

as an unbearable burden. It is only in the 

life of obedience to all the commandments 

of God that there can be a true enjoyment 

of the life which God has given. In con

nection with this demand we should learn 

to understand ever better the words of 

Jesus when he declares, my yoke is easy 

and my burden is light. The law of God 

is never arbitrary but intends to bring to 

man happiness and peace of mind. 

That we must be reminded of this lies 

in the fact that we sti ll have to struggle 

with the old nature. Every time when the 

sacrament of baptism is administered in the 

midst of the congregation God says to us: 

Remember that you are obliged to a life of 

obedience. God asks of us that we shall 

love him with all our heart, with all our 

soul, with all our mind. In the way of this 

obedience he wants us to trust in him. 

The way of God's commandments does not 

always seem to be the most desirable one. 

Obedience to God's commandments seems 

to lead to earthly failure and ruin. But God 

says to us: Trust in me, my way is the best 
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way. To that end we must fo rsake the 

world. What could be better for us than 

to forsake the world of unrighteousness? 

That world is in opposition to Cod and to 

his Anointed and therefore on the way of 

utter destruction. It is the world where 

Satan rules, who is a murderer from the 

beginning and delights in the destruction 

of his subjects. \'Ve must forsake the world 
of sin . We must not be unequally yoked 

together with the unbeJiever. Baptism calls 

for a life of separation. There arc many to

day who do not understand this call which 

comes to them through baptism. We are 

well aware that there is a forsaking of the 

world which is sinful. We know tllat Christ 

demands of his disciples that they shall be 

in the world and witness for him. But we 

are also deeply conscious of the fact that 

in this connection the Christ also says that 

those who are his are not of the world. 

There are many problems connected with 

am calling in the midst of this world, while 

living the life of separation. It requires the 

wisdom of God to find a solution. But the 

solution can never be found unless we 

realize that there is no connection between 

light and darkness. Today it is so neces

sary to place great emphasis upon the fact 

that baptism demands the life of separa

tion. To accomplish this we must crucify 

our old natm e. Our old nature continu

ally hungers for the 8eshpots of Egypt. 

There is no cure for this old nature; it 
,. 

must be crucified, it must die. We must 
Jive the god ly life, the life that gives mani

festation of the indwelling of the Holy 

Spirit, the life that is constantly search

ing for the Kingdom of God and its 

righteousness. 

Of course our children, who receive this 

sacrament because God has established 

his covenant with us and our children, do 

not understand these things. It is God who 

demands that fathers and mothers shall 

instruct their children in these things. 

Parents are called by God to train their 

children in the way of the covenant. They 

must be told what God has done for them 
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and what he now expects. The parents 

both by word and example will have 

to teach their children what it means to 

stand in covenant relationsh ip to the God 

who made the heavens and the earth. 

Thus we as fathers and mothers are re

minded of the great privilege God has 

bestowed upon us that we may be co

laborers with him in the building of his 

kingdom. ]t is indeed a grcat blessing 

that God has declared that he will be the 

God of our children. Therefore it ought 

to be our delight to tell our children about 

this privilege and what it means. 

We are in need of being reminded of 

this. We are often far more interested in 

the things that have no abiding value than 

in those who are of eternal worth. We 

often spend far more time and effort in 

gaining the earthly things for ourselves 

find for ow' children. And yet there is 

nothing that has greater value and can 

contribute as much to real happiness and 

fruitful living than to use our talents and 

possessions in the service of him who is 

the King of kings and the Lord of lords. 

We as parents are reminded that we can 

not delegate this work to others. We can

not delegate this work to the church and 

to the school and to the state or to anyone 

else. God will require our children from 

our hands. Parents may use the church 

and tIle school to help them in this, but 

the responsibility for the training of our 

children rests upon us. 

In witnessing the administration of the 

sacrament of baptism and understanding 

its message we are warned. Knowing that 

our life is filled with error and hidden 

faults, we are thankful for this warning. 

We realize that although God is faithful to 

his promises, we often fail and stumble. 

H ow good it is to remember that the faith· 

fulness of God is our security and that we 

need not despair of God's mercy. Thus 

baptism is not only a religious rite, but 

becomes a leaven which saturates our 

whole life. My baptism tells me that I 

may walk hand in hand with God. 

Page 19 



BOOK REVIEW EDITOR, 
PROf. H. R. VAN TtL 
63 JEFFERSON AVE., S. E. 
GRANO RAPIDS 2, MICHIGAN 

IS IT WORTH READING? 

Over De Laatste Dingen 

Tuue... Sterve...... OPf'alldiIlO, doa' DR. 1(. DYK. 

Tw...d. Druk-J. If. KoIe, Kampe... 1955. 188 page• . 16.90. 

This work is the Brst of a trilogy on the 

subject of eschatology. The author tells us 

in the preface that it is especially the pe

culiar tension which characterizes contem

porary man which drives him to a new 

appraisal of the sCriptural answer to the 

questions of eschatology, 

The answer of scripture covers three as

pects of the future, namely, the condition 

of body and soul after death before the 

resurrection of the flesh; the signs of the 

times immediately preceding the return 

of Christ with special reference to the 

millennium and the binding of Satan' and 

finally, the appearance of our he~venl; 
King and the eternal state ushered in by 

the parollsia. The three parts of Dr. Dyk's 

trilogy are to concern themselves with 

these three aspects of eschatology. This 

first volume of the second edition has been 

slightly enlarged and gives the sCriptural 

references in the medium of the new trans

lation, which appeared in 1951. 

This announcement and recommendation 

is not going to become a review. But I do 

wish to call special attention to the very 

first chapter of this masterful treahoent of 

the material. The author entitles it, "The 

'immortal' man." He inveighs against the 

Greek idea of the immortality of the 

soul, which has had such nefarious influ

ence on Christian thought. "'If we want 

to get the right perspective of the contin

ued existence of man we must free our

selves from Plato and every philosophic 

idea and Simply ask what Holy Writ tells 

us about this mystery. It is impossible, 

in our opinion, to do what Rome (Catholi

cism) is trying to do, i.e., to build up a 

kind of natural theology on this difficult 

point, a natural or rational theology outside 
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of the Scriptures. We ought to let our

selves be guided from the outset by the 

light that shines from the Word" (p. 10). 

The author points out that the Word 

teaches us that only God has immortality 

and that Scripture teaches us that immor

tality is a gift, which is still to be conferred 

in the future (p. 12). Of course, says the 

author, this does not mean that man does 

not have continued existence as a creature 

made in the image of God. But immortality 

means the escape from the power of death, 

which shall be granted to the believers at 

the resurrection. This is essentially the po

sition of Dr. Vollenhoven in his philosophy, 

a position which is still being misunder

stood and attacked by some theologians 

on this side of the water. This position 

has long since been accepted by our Dutch 

brethren, and one does not become a Je

hovah's Witness by doing so. At least Dr. 

Dyk'has never been tried for heresy on this 

score. 

One of the most interesting and instruc

tive sections of the book deals with the 

intermediate state. Here the author pre

sents us with a birds-eye view of the con

troversies that have raged in connection 

with the confession of the intermediate 

state. He takes up in succession such ques

tions as: purgatory, soul-sleep. transmigra

tion of souls, spiritism, Swedenborgianism 

and conditional immortality. The views 

of Barth, c.s., are also examined and found 

wanting. There is a rather long treahoent 

of the state of the dead in the light of both 

the Old and the New Testament and the 

book closes with three chapters dealing 

wi th the communion, the rest and the re

ward in the Father's house. 

For those who can deCipher the language 

of the Netherlanders and at the same time 

do business with American dollars this 

book is a ''buy,n Here is solid instruction, 
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sound theology and the language of faith 

which thrills the heart of the believer, 

- HENRY R. VAN TIL 

With Jesus on the Navajo Road 
JACOB and CHR ISTINA BOLT 

W... , B, £. rd .. o~ . l'ubti.Mn\l eo ... pony, G<o~ d Ro pld., 19S6, 
Michl\1on. 120 l>O\le• • S2.oo. 

Here is a book for the whole family. 

It is a touchingly tender recital of the 

power of God unto salvation through wit· 

nessing in season and out of season. This 

book presents a personal picture of the 

missionary activity of the Christi an Re-

formed Church among the natives  of Amer-
ica,  at  its  best.  Of  course,  it  is  purely 
personal  and  deals  with  the  experience  of 

two  devout  people,  man  and  wife,  as  they 
gave  twentyfive  years  of  their lives  to  the 

great  work  of  the  church  in  proclaiming 

Christ.  The  personal  element  is at  once 
its  strength  and  weak"llcss.  It  makes  the 

book  appealing,  readable,  and  highly  emo· 
tional  for  close  friends.  But  sometimes 

this  personal  element  gets  in  the  way  for 
the  more  objective  reader. 

The  title  of  the  book  is  too  trite  ( re-
minding  one  of  the  Indian Road and  the 

Cosmic Road ). In  the  foreword  the  words 

of  the  apostle  John  are  quoted,  in  my 
humble  opinion,  in  a  dubious  context.  The 

authors  refer  to  'that  which  we  have  seen 
and  heard'  and  are  giving  us  a  record  of 

it.  But  this  phrase  as  used  by  John  refers 
to  divine  revelation.  It  is  here  used  of 

personal  experience  two  quite  different 
levels  to  which  the  same  words  cannot  be 

applied  without  careful  d istinction. 

1  wish  a  paper  edition  for  one  dollar 

were  available, as  is so  often  the  case with 
publications  in  The  Netherlands.  That  in-

sures  a  much  larger  distribution.  It is  my 
hope  that  this  booklet  will  be  Widely  read 

throughout  the  churches.  The  childlike 

faith  of  the  missionaries,  the  faithfulness 
of  the  covenant  God,  and  the  riches  of 

grace that are  experienced  in  faithful  serv-

ice  are  here  ingeniously  set  forth. 

H.R.V.T. 
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Christ or  the Lodge, 
A  Report on  Masonry: 

The  eom",i""  on  Ch, h lian  Educo tian.  Th.  Orthoda~ "  ••by.  
I.,i" n Chu , ~ h. Phll tiPibll'll,  New  Je....,.  

This  twentythree  page  pamphlet  con-

stitutes  the  report made  to  the  ninth Gen-

eral  Assembly  of  the  Orthodox  Presby-
terian  Church,  which  met  at  Uochester, 

New  York,  June  25,  1942.  The  simple 
thesis  of  the  brochure  is  that  Masonry  is 

a  false  religion,  and  consequently  a  con-
fessor of  Christ  cannot  consistently  remain 

in  the  lodge after  this incongruity has been 

pointed  out.  The  fact  that  some  who  put 
t1wir  trust  for  eternal  life  solely  in  the 

merits  of Christ  and yet  continue  as  mem-

bers of the  Masonic  Lodge does  in  no  way 
alter  the  fact  that  membership  in  the  Ma-

sonic  fraternity  is  inconsistent  with  Chris-

tiani ty. 
To  those  who  would  save  some  lodge 

member  from  his idolatry  this  little  treatise 

is both objectively fair and logically cogent. 

I heartily  endorse  the  work  of  the  com-
mittee  as  it  refJects  the  firm  stand  of  the 

Orthodox  Presbyterian  Church  against  se-

cret  societies . 

Modernism  Marches  On 
Th.  Int.rnat ;anolleucm  Annual,  Chorle' M. toy mon. 

Editor.  Abingdon  Pre... 

New Yo rk  19.56.  $2.9.5.  440 pog". 

This book "is  the  first  in  a  series of com-
mentaries  on  the  In tern a tion a l  Sund ay 

School  Lessons  for  adults."  It is the work of 

t11e  D ivision  of  Christian  Education  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  of  Christ  in 

U.S.A.  It  is  called  by  the  editor  "an  out-
standing  example  of  interdenominational 

cooperation  among Protestant  groups,  and 
their  wide  use  is  no  small  achievement  in 

our  progress  toward  ecumenical  fellowship 
through  Bible  study'"  (p.  5) . 

This  sounds  like  a  worthy  ideal  but  it 
amounts to nothing short of a sellout of his-

toric  Christianity  on  the  grand  scale.  It is 

indicative of the fact that modernism in our 
day is marching on.  With all  the brave  talk 

of what Barthianism has achieved in calling 
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men back to the Bible and making us sen

sitive to sin, American liberalism has not 

given up its duplicity in watering down the 

Gospel of God, so that it becomes the 

power of positive thinking and the do-good

ism of man. 

In evaluating this beautiful book, which 

has all the finest features from the view

point of technical perfection and even 

quotes the King James Version along-side 

of the Revised Standard Version, I have 

merely resorted to examining pivotal points 

in the exegesis and application of the Bible 

lesson. For example, in "the meaning of the 

Lord's Supper" the symbolic action of Jesus 

which Christians repeat is referred to "his 

death and the coming triumph of his cause 

. . . His action assured them that his life 

was given for them; the full triumph of 

the kingdom of God was coming, and they 

would share in it with him" (p. 102). This 

is the exegesis of Luke 22:14-20 but more 

attention is given to the fact that the re

vised version has omitted verses 19b and 

20 because some ancient manuscripts do 

not have them. Under «Major Ideas in the 

Lesson" we are told that it was the cus

tom of people in that day for a person go

ing on a journey to call his friends to

gether to a common meal and to "pledge 

one another their undying loyalty and 

friendship". Christ gave thanks in the face 

of death "for the Kingdom of God had 

been launched among men, and it would 

never go out of existence ... he was con

fident the Kingdom could survive even in 

a world that killed him" (p. 105). Judas 

great sin was that he broke the covenant 

made at the supper (this also was the sin 

of Peter's denial and the Hight of the 

other disciples) in which Christ had shared 

with them like a host the wannth and the 

comradeship of food and drink (at this 

point Paul Sherer is quoted from The In

terpreter's Bible). But "this is precisely 

the meaning of the sacrament of the Lord's 

Supper today," the author continues; it is 

to accept the "gracious forgiveness of God." 

Under the "Meaning of Christ's Suffer-

Page 22 

ing," immediately following the foregOing 

there is an empbasis upon the innocence 

of Jesus and the fact that «Jesus was con

stantly ready to respond to every repentant 

sinner". This was Luke's special emphasis, 

for "Even when Jesus was suffering and 

dying, he could think of the good of his 

neighbor". And further, 'The message of 

salvation finds here a dramatic illustration; 

in me and in death Jesus was dedicated 

to helping all who would turn to him" 

(pp.HO, HI ). 

With regard to the resurrection, every

thing depends upon the experience, which 

is said to help us understand the deeper 

meaning of Easter. The original Easter ex

perience (referring to the re-action of the 

disciples, not the actual coming forth of 

Christ as an historical fact ) incited and 

empowered the great missionary move

ment. So too the experience of Jesus' res

urrection today means to be transfonned 

and empowered. "This is the essential se

cret of every article of the Christian faith. 

A person can prove each in his own soul" 

( p.- US ). How we may have that wonder

ful experience is somewhat of a mystery, 

but we can act and live as if Jesus is alive 

and then it will come to us. It sounds pretty 

much like Wm. James in his pragmatic re

flections concerning Christianity - just live 

as if it is true, and you cannot go wrong. 

In that great passage of Hebrews where 

Christ is represented as the Purifier of our 

Sins and the Son of God, one L. P. Pherigo 

tells us that Christ was superior to Jewish 

heroes for obtaining salvation and there

fore we ought to be "Zealous in seeking to 

grow spiritually so as to be worthy of sal
vation" (p. 237, emphasis added). 

On purification for sins he goes on to say, 

"This is one of the metaphorical ways in 

which the cross was made meaningful in 

apostolic times. It is an explanation of the 

cross in tenns of the blood sacrifices com

mon at that time. Among the Jews, these 

sacrifices were believed to be valuable in 

a ritual process of purification. Among 

some, it was therefore quite natural for 
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the cleansing effect of Christ on human life 

to be exp1ained as due to his sacrificial 

death on the cross" (p. 237). Here it is, at 

last, a full-blown statement of the denial 

of historic Christianity. That which has 

been skirted gingerly and avoided continu

ously is here fully brought to light, namely, 

that Modernism is presenting a "gospel" 

other than the full biblical doctrine of sub

stitutionary atonement through the sacri

Scial death of Christ on the cursed cross 

to make expiation for our sins and thereby 

appease the wrath of God. 

In the fourth quarter great passages of 

the Bible are treated, among them the Suf

fering Servant passage of Isaiah Sfty-three. 

The exegesis of this passage speaks of wil1

ing substitution and complete atonement 

and removal of the guilt of the people. So 

far so good. Then Roy L. Smith, who 

makes application in most cases, after hav

ing brought in the dubious scholarship of 

the deutero-Isaiah of the exile, tells the 

class that ·'life comes to its highest level 

when we suffer for others .. . the innocent 

suffer for others, and by their sufferings the 

world's hurt is healed" (p. 375). With re

spect to the question of whom the prophet 

spoke in chapter 53 he says: "The question 

will probably never be answered to the 

satisfaction of aU men," and he exhorts us 

to drop the issue and Simply "read the 

Scripture as a trustworthy description of 

redemptive love expressed through suffer

ing'" (p. 375) . 

One more example must suffice. For 

Chrisbnas Sunday Ralph W. Sockman, 

arch-modernist of Christ Church Methodist, 

does the honors. He tells us that it all de

pends what your perspective is but Christ

mas reaUy goes back to the expectation of 

Plato, who is quoted as saying, "only by 

way of some divine disclosure coming into 

life from outside it, could men find the 

way of truth and freedom." Chrisbnas, we 

are told, is the answer to the yeaming of 

all men everywhere for the mercy and love 

of God (a typical liberal way of making 

revelation something that comes out of the 
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mind of man instead of being a supernatu

ral, divine disclosure of the mind of God ) 

in which many pagan elements taken up 

are all a tribute to Christ. The universality 

of Christmas is evident &om the fact that 

the yule-Jog comes from Iceland, the fir 

tree from Cennany, the mistletoe from 

England, and joUy old Saint Nick from 

Holland. But why does Christmas continue 

to charm us? Because in the manger we be

hold the glory of God and UIn the presence 

of mother love, adoring shepherds and 

humbled wise men, we feel godliness being 

born again in ourselves" (pp. 423, 424) . 

Then follows the lesson from the Pro

logue of John. Mter some very fine senti

ments have been expressed in traditional 

language and one is almost convinced that 

the expositor is here at long last returning 

to the faith of the fathers we have this 

conclusion that God came to earth in Jesus 
of Nazareth, i.e., 'When he had spoken, it 

had been God speaking; when he had ap

proved, it was God expressing approval; 

. . . That this is a staggering concept is 

quite true, but as men have yielded them

selves to it, their faith has been vindicated. 

They have become sons of God" (p. 429 ). 

Are further words necessary? Does this 

have to be spelled out for indoctrinated 

Christians? The divinity of Christ is pulled 

down by making men gods in the same 

sense that he was god - this is blasphemy! 

It is the same unscholarly liberalism against 

which Dr. Machen inveighed in Christiatl

ity and Liberalism, 1923; and it is also 

found in that wretched book of Fosdick: 

The Modem Use of the Bible. For a search

ing criticism of this naive, unscholarly ap

proach I advise the instructed reader to 

study Machen's \Vhat is Christianity? 

(Eerdmans, 1951). 

It hardly needs further documentation 

that modem liberalism, in spite of the ex

perience of two worId wars and the tell

ing criticism of Barth and Brunner, has 

not been converted from its evil way. 

- H ENRY R. VAN TIL 
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THE SUPR.EMACY OF THE WORD 

(Co•.,....ml from pog, IJ) 

1:20). All which things are sufficient to 

convince men and leave them without ex

cuse. Second, h e makes him self more 

clearly and fully known to us by his holy 

and divine Word, that is to say, as far as is 

necessary for us to know him in this life, 

to his glory and our salvation.'" 

5, If during the centennial any praise or 

honor must be bestowed upon human lead

ers, then let us bestow it upon those men 

whose staunchness with respect to Scrip

ture has never been a subject of justifiable 

doubt or criticism. 

6. Let us not neglect our calling to give 

this "book of books" to the nations. The 

Bible is the book of missionsl 

7. Let us remember that without God's 

favor we can accomplish nothing. Hence, 

let us continue to invoke the blessing of 

our covenant God upon our eHorts, in order 

that we may both love and live the Bible, 

Thus will be answered that glorious prayer 

which forms the conclusion of number 462 

of the Psalter Hymnal: 

"Refresh thy people on their toilsome 

way; 

Lead us from night to never-ending 

day; 

Fill all our lives with love and grace 

divine; 

And glory, laud, and praise be ever 
thine," 

Sharpen your 

REFORMED SENSITIVITIES 
Read 

..\l ~ 
> ~ 

0 
z 0 

m .. 
~ 

~ g 3:~ 
;; z 

~ 

" 
~ 

< 
m 
> "~ 
~ 
~ 

0:r 
~ 
~

" 
~ 

m ..::: 
:z: 
;6 

Z 
!' 

Reguwly 


