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"

AND WITH great power gave

f i the

apostles their witness

of the Lord JeslIs: and great grace
was upon them all For neither
was there among them any that
lacked: for as many as were possessors of lands or houses sold
them, and brought the pri ces of the
things that were sold, and laid
them at the apostles' feet : and
distribution was made unto eac11,
according as anyone had need."
Acts 4,3335.

The Social P ower of the
R esurrection Witness
PETER DEJONG
The New Testament church did not
celebrate Easter as we know it. The new
clothes and decorations, the commercial
activty. the mixture of ancient pagan traditions and Christian customs are later and
doubtful developments. But the early
church was far more conscious than we
urc of the tremendous importance of the
Resurrection of Christ. Its remembrance of
that event was not limited to one day, but
it was evident every day of the year. The
text quoted above reveals some of the
results of Christ's rising from the dead on
the daybyday life of the church.

The power to transform social life that
is revealed in the early church depended
on a fact, that of "the resurrection of the
Lord Jesus." The modem church envies the
power of the early church and has begun
to speak of it again, but aU too often it has
made the fata l mistake of trying to generate
this power, without believing in or preaching the fact of "the resurrection of the Lord
Jesus." It has tried to do the impossible.
The Apostle Paul pointed out, "if Christ
hath not been raised, then is our preaching
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vain, your faith also is vain" (1 Cor .15:14).
When the diSCiples thought Christ was
dead thy hid behind locked doors for fear
of the Jews. After they had come to know
and experience something of the meaning
of Christ's rising from the dead, we read
that "with great power gave the apostles
their witness of the resurrection of the
Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them
all" The power of the church and its
faith, by the work of the Holy Spirit,
comes from the fact of Christ's death and
resurrection. Our power as Christians and
as churches too needs to be found there.
"If thou shalt confess with thy mouth Jesus
as Lord, and shalt believe in thy heart that
God raised him from the dead, thou shalt
b e saved" (Romans 10:9 ).
As a result of the powerful witness to
the resurrection in the church "great grace
was upon them all." There are many unearned favors which God gives us through
the raising up of His Son. That event assures us if we believe that our sins for
which He died are forgiven; God "made
us alive together with Christ  and raised
(CII"/;"",,d "" f4{J6 16)
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THE CHURCH OF CHRIST
IN THE WORLD
DR. ALEXANDER C. DE JONG

~o

MEN were talking over a Monday
morning cup of coffee. Both were
typical American suburban dwellers who
never bothered much about the church.
As well informed individuals they had
heard about the current movement back
to the church by many citizens. They had
decided to try it too. After al1, going to
church never hurt anyone too much! Now
they were busily engaged in swapping ex·
periences.
Both were disappointed in their ex·
periences but each for a different set of
reasons. The onc complained about fooling
the lack of being wanted at the church he
had attended. He felt any church ought
to be glad to see a new face now and then.
But this group of believers had seemed so
smug, so siJent, so content with themselves,
so unconcerned about the world outside.
The preacher had talked as if he were giv·
ing a lecture. It would not have been so
bad if his remarks had only seemed more
relevant to life today. The congregation
had sung rather listlessly and were restive
while the preacher spoke. After the service
they had looked at the stranger but had
said nothing as each turned to converse
with his favorite set of friends. Our coffee
drinking friend felt that the church people
were too inbred , too satisfied with their
lot in life, much too much like a highbrow
religious society.
His fri end listened patiently hut with a
puzzled look in his eye. His experience
had been quite diHerent. Where he went
they had floored him with an eager.beaver
spirit of zeal. The people had sung with
zest. The preacher had been really excited
~

•
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about w hat he was saying. But what he
said was so shallow, so naive. One wond ered whether the man really knew what
sin was in its power, cleverness, and hard
c1aim. He called his listeners to decide for
Chri st, but all along one wondered just
who this Christ was, what he did and
does, that makes such a decision so urgent.
The message, the servi ce lacked substance,
that is, the substantial stuff one needs in
a hard.pressed, fast, and selfish world.
These two coffee drinking fri ends point
up a real problem. Their experiences
show how difficult it is for a worshipping
congregation to be a gen uine church of
Jesus Christ. Each of the congregations
visited by our imaginary fri ends displayed
certain features of the church, but it did
so in exaggeration. Each in her own way
exaggerated one feature of a true church
as pictured in the Dible. J n this article I
wish to look at a few features of the church
as pictured in Scripture in the hope that
we as members may keep the picture in
p roper foclls within our local congregation.

By the word church I mean the people
of God, the holy congregation of genuine
Christian believers who look to Jesus Christ
for salvation, having been washed b y his
blood. sancti6ed and sealed by the H oly
Spirit. A group of people who may be
gathered in a local building somewhere for
purposes of worship and fellowship is the
universal Church of Christ organized local·
Iy. That which makes the worshipping
congregation a church is her relationship
to Jesus Christ. Therefore if we arc to live
in our local congregations as church, we
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must look at this relationship which the
congregation sustains to Jesus Christ.
The best way of doing this is to pass in
short review some of the pictures which
the Bible gives of this relationship.
The Body of Christ

The church is called the Body of Christ.
Believers from both Jews and CentiJes are
brought together into a Body ( Eph. 2: 16;
3:3-6). This Body is the human race made
new in living fell owship with Christ. He
is the Head and the beginning, the arche
(Col. 1:18 ) . The Body grows out of the
Head. In faith we must hold fast "'the
Head from whom all the body, being supplied and knit together through the joints
and bands, increaseth \vith the increase of
God" (Col. 2,19 ), "From Christ the Head,
the church his Body builds up itself in
love (Eeph. 4 :16 ) . The Body is a growing
organism.
As his Body, the church is declared to
be the fuincss of Christ (Eph. 1:23 ). Just
as God in olden times dwelt in the temple
and filled it with his glory, so now Christ
dwells in his church and fills her \vith himself. The pasage in Ph. 1;23 can also
refer to the church as the fuln ess of Christ
in that it is the complement of his mystic
person. In any case, as the fulness of
Christ the church is an expression of the
pr.esence of Christ.
]n a very real sense we may say that the
church is a continuation on earth of that
which began in the incarnation of our
Lord. It is the spiritual reality of Christ's
life in the bodily form of his members. This
does not, however, give warrant to call the
church an extension of the incarnation. The
chwch must live Christ's life in such a way
that she really represents Chirst in the
world. Compromise with the sins of the
world diminishes the luster of this life.
Confonnity to the world's mentality and
manners is a radical defection from the
church's essential nature as Christ's Body.
The chwch as the Body of Christ in-
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eludes the following three facts. 1. Every
Clu-istian in the genuiness of saving faith
is inseparable from every other Christian .
2. The Christian's daily conduct is evaluated under the light of Christ's life and
Word . 3. Every Christian who actively
participates in the work of the church is
sharing in the continuing ministry of Christ.
A Spiritual House

The church is the household of God,
built upon the foundation of the apostles
and prophets with Jesus Christ himself as
the chi ef cornerstone, in whom the whole
structure is joined together and grows into
a holy temple of the Lord ( Eph. 2: 20, 21'.
This fi gure applies to the universal church
(1 Peter 2:4, 5); to tIle local congregation
(1 Cor. 3:16, 17; 1 Tim. 3:15 ); and to the
individual Clu-istian (I Cor. 6:19; Eph.
3,17 ) .
The stones for this building are cut from
two quarries, the Jews and the Gentiles.
They are brought as dead stones to Christ
the living One and through his Spirit are
made abve. In faith they rest on Christ
( I Peter 2:6 ). This building is in process
of consb·uction. It is not yet a finished
product. Christ the Master Builder is working on it by means of his word and Spirit.
This house will be completed when God's
fina l purposes reach their consummation.
Th e purpose of this house is that it shall
be a holy temple. It is a spiritual house,
one under the domination of the Holy
Spirit as the Spirit of Clu-ist. Its stones are
holy priests who oHer up spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ
(I Peter 2:5 ). In this house God's people
pray, witness, and bless.

More Pictures

The three fi gures mentioned arc the most
important for a right tmderstanding of the
church but there are others too. There is
the T eacher-student relationship. The
Greek word for disciple actually means
scholar, or student. There is the Shepherdsheep picture found in John 10. As Shepherd Christ calls, leads, feeds, knows, heals,
guards, and carries his Hock of sheep.
Christ is the commander-in-chief, and genuine believers are his sokliers ( II Tim. 2:3,
4; cI. ph. 6,10; I Thess, 5,8, 9 ). And we
could mention the Mast er-slave bond as
well as that of the King and his subiects.
Underl ying and complementing aU these
figures is that of the covenant which accents the essential oneness of the church in
the Old Testament and in the New Testament. E ach figure adds another facet of
meaning to the glorius reality of the church
as God's people.

The Bride of Christ

The Lesson?

Christ is the Lover and the church is
his beloved ( II Cor. 11 ,2, 3 ). The church
is Christ's wife ( Eeph. 5:31,32 ). It may
seem strange to us that the church which
is the Body of Clu-ist can at the same time
also be Chist's Betrothed, his Bride. We

There is a lesson to be learned from
these pictures. The Body must grow from
within as her life radiates freshness and
strength. This life reaches out and adds
members from without. The life of Christ
which is the life of the church must be
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must not forget, however, that the magnificent reality of a relationship to Jesus
Christ is so vast a reality, such a big fact,
that it demands many and varied fi gures
to describe it.
The picture of the church as Betrothed
and Bride accents the fact of the sinner's
o riginal estran gement from God and the
astonishing Jove which moved the Bridegroom to come down from heaven to redeem her. For his Bride Christ paid a
fabulous price, his blood. He purifies her
b y means of his Word and Spirit, clothes
her in the garments of salvation, and will
fin ally present her without spot or wrinkle
in holiness and beauty to God ( Eph.
5,25-27 ).
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vitalized by the use of the means of grace
provided by Christ the Head of the Body.
These means include the preaching of the
whole Scriptures and the meaningful ad·
ministration of and participation in the
holy sacraments.
As these means are genuinely used a
pattern of Christian life developes. It
takes concrete form in such practices as
catechism classes, family visitation, society
fellowship, prayer meetings, works of lov·
ing service and sympathy. In this way be·
lievers grow in grace, love, faith, and truth.
As this inner life expands the church
draws others from the outside to herself.
The unbeliever sees the life of Christ take
on concrete form, and this sight awakens a
curiosity as to the secret of such love, truth,
and joy. The Jjfe of the church on the in·
side becomes a witness to the world on the
outside. In this way sinners are confronted
with Christ through the life of his church,
his Body. Thus the church grows from
without. Every church in her internal life
is a real missionary 10strument 10 the hands
of Christ who gathers his church.
Within the Building of God lives a family
of brothers and sisters. They live for each
other because they all share in the life of
the one Spirit. As life's vexing questions
arise this famil y prayerfully searches God's
Word for answers. Haltingly but with
persistent love the fa mily tries to follow
Christ her Lord. Knit together by thc
bond of truth and love the members look
forward and upward for their Lord's return.
This Building is located on the frontier
of an alien and lost world. This sanctuary
of the saints is a service center for those
outside in their loneliness, guilt, and death.
'While the famil y takes her inner life seriously she keeps her doors wide open. Those
not in the house must clearly hear the
prophetic voice of God's children and
clearly see her dynamic life of love. Any
sinner may enter, and enjoy the fellowship
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of thc family on the basis of an intelligent
and consistent profession of the Christian
faith.
Every church must reflect the fulness of
thi s Biblical picture. The church is both
a genuine provisional beginning of the rc·
created human race (lnd an instrument for
thc Christianizing of the world. The
church is both a community of saints who
seek to work out their salvation with fear
and trembling as the Word of God in creasingly controls their lives mul an
agency used by Christ for converting sinners into saints. The life of every con·
gregation must be lived in the tension of
these two equally important aspects of her
life as the Bod y of Christ, the Household
of God.
The Loss of Tension

This tension is lost when a church becomes introverted. This introversion takes
place when she pays exclusive attention to
her inner life. All that concerns such a
congregation is her traditional forms in
rigid stability. Such churches foster their
own special social class, increase their own
budgct prosperity, and save their own war·
ship comfort. The church's traditions, once
alive with power and meaning because her
spiritual forefath ers forged them in the
middle of life, now become hallow shells,
empty fonns. The membership becomes
selective, "choosy," utterly out of touch
with the world in which Christ wills to
work out his program. Turned within, this
house of God is fi lled with the sound and
fury of family quarrels.
Tension is lost, life begins to shrivcl and
die, when a church becomes extroverted.
Such extroversion takes place when a
church looks only to the outside. Neglect.
ing, or subtly ridiculing, the means for
nourishing the life of her members, she
becomes shallow in her understanding of
Cod's truth, superficial in analyzing and
(ContillKlld On page 24)
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TOWARD AN ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP
In our days, when prophet s of g loom a re cheaper by the dozen, it is refreshing to
take lI o t e of SOIllC of the favorable en tries 011 the ledger of the Christian Church. Indeed,
t here is justificat ion for a sensitive aw
ren
e~s
to the change a nd decay w hich perniciously

eat s away a t t he fabr ic of human society. Uncritical optimism conce rning either the

churc h or the world cannot be defended . Yet our fai th in the Li ving Christ w ho preserves
a nd increases his Church amid the perils of modernity opens ou r eyes to SOIll C signifi cant
sign s of hope.

One of these, too long neglected, we believe, by ou r churches, is the in creased em·

phasis on the place and fun ct ion of the " laity."
To a large degree Reformed Ouistialls have a lways been suspicious o f the term "laity"
and all it -denotes. In t heory at least the sh arp demarcation betwee n clergy and la ity
found in certain Ch ristian cOlllmunions is not congenial to the Refo rmed faith. Yet for
want of a better term we usc it , even with tongue in cheek.

•

• •

•

•

I ncreasingly noticeable throllghout the Ch ristian world since the last war has bee n
a new emphasis on the responsibil ity of being a ch urch member. Because of the aliena·
tion of the masses from the Chu rch and its gospel, men arc acutely aware of the
necessity of witnessing to those w ith w hom they live and work and play.
The Reformed Church (Hervormd) in t he Ne therlands ha s stressed what it calls the
"apostolaat." In Germany, England, and the United Sta tes movenlen t s have arisen
to encourage the individual believe r to witness for Christ. Both Amsterdam and
Evanston have touched on t he importance of a n activat ed laity for the contin uance and
g row th of the Church in these times. Even the Rom,lIl Ca tho lic Church has not hesitated
to give greater responsibilit ies to its members.
All this, n eedless to say, find s warran t in the Biblical teaching on "the priesthood of all
believers." In su pport o f this disti nctively Protestant !)Osi tion we can do more than
quote I Pe ter 2:9. The whole New Testament insists that believers are to be the salt
o f the ea rt h and the light of the wo rld.

• • • •

D ~spit e
the fact that we have upheld this doctrine in theory, we have largely fai led
to utilize it in practice. In'd ced, t here are lllany in our churches who without much
t raining have served adm irably ill consistory , ill Sunday School, on local school boards,
and in evangelizat ion projects. Yet all in a ll, we a re still ver y Illuch a "cle rgy·conscious"
g roup. In this respect we have fa llen far be hilld our Reformed (Gereformccrde) brethren
across the seas.
It can't be denied that in many if not most of our churches socie ties do not fl ourish
unless conducted by the pastor. He is often expecte d to assume the responsibility for
the Sunday School, projects for local evangelism, and denomination al enterprises. Even
enthusiasm for the COristian schools and for Chris tian labor organization s, to mention
110 more, seems to be in large measure proport io nate to th e ze al of the pastor.
This does not augur well for our churc hes. vVe have ta ught our people fairly well;
but in large measure they remain "l)assive" instead of "act ive" as far as implementing
and propagating the faith is concerned. Possibly the solution lies in the direction of
classes in "Iay.leadership." T wo or mor e congregations could combine in this e ffort
of training our people to lead Bible disc ussions in society and 10 take an active
part in Sunday School, local evangelisIl1 ,an d per sonal witnessing.

•

•

•

Has this matter ever been discussed in your consistory? Or is it taken for granted
that your pa st or must of necessit y lead every society and sp:!.rk every evangelistic pro-g ram? Aside from the undeniable fact that this is expecting too much from any man ,
110 matter how g ifted or industrious he may be, it serio usly damages the spirit ual growt h
of the congregation.
As a church we a re faced with t he se rious demand of becoming more articulate.
We claim to have a mes sage, the only trne and abiding m essage o f hope, for the world
today. But as long as we suppose it's the business of ollly o ne or two in the church to
give expression to it, we'r e no t going to get much of a hearing.
Let's learn a lesson from sOllie of the sectarian and heretical groups like the Seventh
Day Adventists, Jehovah's Witnesses, and Mormons. To a much large r deg ree than we,
they have galvanized their membership for active witnessing. Unless our membership
r esponds to this challenge, we will cont inue to find ourselves in the back·wash of Prot·
estantism- a small, ineffective and inarticu lat e denom ination, tr ying to preserve for
ourselves what we have and forgett ing the command of our Lord to weak for him
everywher e.
- PETER Y. DE JONG
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The Church at Worship XIV

fjaptism
WILLIAMKOK
N THE holy sacrament of Baptism it is
not only the Father who speaks to us.
The Son also gives us assurance. Asur~
ance which every child of God craves.
It need not surprise us that the assurance
given by the Son also concerns the fo r give~
ness of sin. This is the central message of
the sacrament of Bapti sm. But this is not
a vain repeti tion. The forgiveness of sin
is a gift of the Triune God. It is the fruit
of the Mediatorial work of our Saviour
Jesus Christ. It is given to us by the work.
ing of the Holy Spirit in our hearts.
The message of the Son, even as the
words of the Father, is as rain upon the
parched earth. When we are baptized into
the Name of the Son, the Son seals unto
us that he washes us in his blood from all
~
our sins, incorporating us into the felow
ship of his death and resurrection , so that
we are freed from our sins and accounted
righteous before God.
The eye of faith beholds the Saviour in
the administration of the sarament of bap·
tism. \Ve see him who spoke to the par ~
alytic man lying at his feet: "Son, thy sins
are forgiven thee." It is be who testified:
"The Son of man came to seek and to save
that which was lost." It is he whom the
redeemed in heaven worship when they
sing: "Thou wast slain, and didst purcbase
unto God with thy blood men of every
tribe, and tongue, and people, and nation,
and madest them to be unto our God a
kin gdom and priests ; and they reign upon
the earth."
When with the eye of faith we see him
and with the ear of faith hear his assuring
words we know that he is true to his prom·
ise that he will be with us all the days of
our life, even unto the end of the world.

I
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It is true this seeing and hearin g is not yet
what we really desire. Now we see in a
mirror, darkly; and the time will come
when we shall see face to face. Now we
know in part, and we shall some day know
full y even as we were full y known. But we
comfort ourselves with the words of the
Saviour: "Blessed are they that have not
seen, and yet have believed."
We see him and listen to him as he
speaks to us in baptism not as the suffering
servant of the Lord; but as the one who
has received all power in heaven and upon
earth. T hough the glorified Lord, he has
not forgotten his struggling d isciples here
upon earth. He comes to us ill baptism to
assure us that he cleanses us from all our
sins. We emphasize the word ALT.... In
this ' we follow the testimony of John the
apostle who in his first general epistle
writes: "The blood of Jesus his Son cleans·
eth us from all si n." No sweeter message
can ever come to us, who have learned to
know the defilement of sin and its guilt.
How we love to hear him say it, he who is
the truth, I cleanse yo u with my blood from
all your sins.
H e incorporates us into the fe llowship of
his death and resurrection, so that we are
fr eed from our si ns and accounted right·
eous before God. The Saviour speaks to
us of the mystic union, which makes us
one with him. H e assures uS that we have
become one with him, so much so that
when he died we di ed and when he arose
we arose. We should also add when he
ascended into heaven we ascended with
him and sit with him at the right hand of
God, the Father. There is an organic con·
nection between us and the Christ. The
Bible speaks about this mystery time and
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again. Let me call a few of these statements to your attention. In Galatians 3:27:
"For as many of yOll as were baptized into
Christ did put on Christ.'" In Colossians
3:3: "For ye died, and your life is hid with
Christ in God." In Ephesians 2:6: "And
raised us up with him in the heavenly
places in Christ Jesus."
The baptism by immersion is in this
respect symbolically stronger than baptism
b y sprinkling. The meaning of baptism is
that we are buried with Chirst and are
again raised with him. The Word of God
tells us this very plainly: "We were buried
therefore with him through baptism into
death: that like as Christ was raised from
the dead through the glory of the Father,

so we also might walk in newness of life.
For if we have become united with him
in the likeness of his death, we shall be
also in the likeness of his resw·rection ;
knowing this, that our old man was cruci·
fied with him, that the body of sin might
be done away, that we should no longer be
in bondage to sin; for he that hath di ed is
justified from sin. But if we died with
Christ, we believe that we shall also live
with him ; knowing that Christ being raised
from the dead dieth no more; death no
more hath dominion over him. For the
death that he died, he died unto sin once;
but the life that he liveth, he liveth unto
God. Even so reckon ye also yourselves to
be dead unto sin, but alive unto God in
Christ Jesus." ( Homans 6:4-10)
The Christ assures us that in him we
have received justi£l:cation. The judge of
heaven and earth declares that for the sake
of the sacrifice of Jesus Christ we are not
guilty. To those who have ears to hear and
hearts to perceive this is heavenly music.
Although it is true that 1 have to struggle
all my life with my sinfu l nature and must
complain that in me there is no good thing,
I can say with conviction: "There is therefore now no condemnation for those who
are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk after
the flesh but after ther spirit."

•
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This does not mean that we need not
concern ourselves too much about the sins
and the sinful inclinations which we find
in our lives. This is the misuse often made
of this wonderful truth. But the apostle
w ho aIIeady came in contact with this
distortion says very emphatically: "How
shall we who died unto sin, live any longer
therein?"
We are assured of the glory of our state
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Baptism assures

us not only of what shall be; but it gives
the assurance that believing in the Son we
have eternal life. Glorious knowledge and
blessed assurance: "'1 have been crucified
with Christ; and it is no longer I that live,
but Christ liveth in me: and that life which
I now live in the Hesh I live in fruth , the
faith which is in the Son of God, who loved
me and gave himself for me" (Galatians

2,20).
I was glad when they said unto me, let
us go into the house of the Lord. In the
sapctuary I may listen to the blessed message, washed in the blood of the Saviour
from ALL my sins.

KEEP
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UNDER CHURCH SPIRES •••
A Roman Catholic Evaluation of
Protestant Churches

Dr. John A. Mackay, the Presbyterian
Church, U.S.A., and Rome

" A MERICAN Protestants go to church

The Converted Catholic magazine has
attracted wide attention under the aggressive leadership of expriest Walter M.
Montano. Its editorial policy is almost entirely oriented to the experiences of such
men as Mr. Montano, which means that it
is deliberately and fearlessly antiRoman
Catholic.

n

for 'amusement' and are less COD8
cerned about religious doctrine than parking facilities." This is the opinion of Osservatore Della Domenica, Vatican city Sunday magazine as quoted by The Albertan,
Calgary, Albertha daily (Feb. 6, (956 ).
The American Protestant "leaves home
for a religious service and goes into the
first church that doesn't smell Catholic,"
the Vatican city paper declared. Other
citations are equally vigorous: "Protestantism is more and more losing its religious
character." "The average Protestants are
people who look on Sunday for a Httle
amusement or prayer, who believe both in
God and tl1 C uselessness of all doctrinal
and ritual questions, who choose their
churches on the basis of the personality of
the pastor, the politeness of the usher, and
the ease of parking the car."

• • •

•

JOHN H. PIERSMA

Protestantism is an easy target for such
blanket charges, obviously. For the term
Protestant is notoriously meaningless in
today's religiOUS world. And it can also be
said, I'm sure, that unconcern for doctrinal
issues , arbitrariness in choosing or remaining with the church, and spiritual superficiality are also to be noticed among Romanists. In fact, seriousminded Protestants
are often heard to say exactly such things
about their Roman Catholic neighbors.
"So are you" is not a good defense against
the charges levelled by the Vatican city
publication, however. The only good answer to them is a church which fearlessly
preaches the full counsel of God as revealed
in his infallible Word, a devoted membership which seeks the true church earnestly
and continuously, and which loves the
truth of God, of which that pure church
is indeed "the pillar and ground."
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In its November, 1955 issue we find reproduced in fun the statement adopted by
the 167th General Assembly (May, 1955)
of the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. (Northern ), regarding recent Romanist doctrinal
pronouncements  which means the declarations regarding the birth, assumption
and work of the Virgin Mary. The Presbyterian statement in question was prepared for the "Permanent Commission"
by one of that denomination's most brilliant
leaders, Dr. John Mackay, president of
Princeton Theological Seminary. Under the
title: "The Marian Cult in Relation to the
Lordship of Christ and the Unity of the
Church, Dr. Mackey and his church say
such things as: *
The festiva ls in honor of the Virgin Mary
which marked the Marian Year of 1954
set in bold relief the status now accorded
to the Mother of our Lord in the Roman
communion. In the celebrations of that
year the progressive trend to exalt the
figure of the Virgin Mother to the office
of associate partner in the work of redemption reached its culminating point.
Mary of Nazareth has become CoRedemptrix with her Son.
The ye.:'l.r 1954 offered the appropriate
occasion in which to draw attention to
the new redemptive role of the Virgin.
Exactly a century before, her freedom

• QUQted with permiss ion of COllv,rled Cotlwlic MlJganK.
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from original sin was authoritatively defined in the dogma of the Immaculate
Conception. In 1950, nearly a century
later, Pope Pius XlI promulgated the
dogma of the Assumption of the Virgin.
According to this dogma, she who never
knew the corruption of sin had been
equally spared the corrupting power of
d e.1.th, and was translated, body and
soul, to the glory of heaven, without her
mortal Besh suffering the process of dissolution. The Marian Year, founded upon the...e revolutionary dogmas. . prep ared the way for thc acclamation of the
Virgin in our time with man y varied
titles "Queen of Heaven," "Queen of the
Universe," "Queen of Peace," have been
added such popular designations as
"Mary of America," "Mother of the
United States," "Mother of the Atomic
Age," "Our Lady of Television."
The Mackay report lists a number of
"pertinent observations" with respect to
Romanist Mariolatry, three of which (with
summary statements taken from the argument beneath these heads ) are:
A. Honors bestowed upon the Virgin
Mary in the course of Christian history
h(l ve closely paralleled, and in some instances duplicated, honors p(lid to Jesus
Christ.
This process, which still continuos, has
b een equally true in liturgical practise
and in theological concept. Episodes in
the life of Christ, festiva ls held in honor
of Christ, mysteries relating to the person and work of Christ, have all been
duplicated by episodes, festivals and
mysteries connected with the Virgin
Mother ...
Doctrinally speaking, the theology of the
Virgin has passed through three distinct
stages. In the first stage, the doctrine
of Mary was an integral part of the theology of Christ. In the second stage, i t
was an appendix to the theology of
Christ. In the third stage, the stage
which has now been reached, Marian
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Theology forms a completely independent chapter of Christian theology.
This, too, should be added. Mariolatry,
that is the theology of Mary, is of a very
organic kind and is still in the making
When the question has been
raised regarding the factual basis in
Scripture or in history for the dogmas
of the Im maculate Conception and the
Bodily Assumption of Mary the answer
given is this: God could have done wh at
these dogmas affirm ; it was fitting that
H e should do it; therefore He did it ...
Doth the status and the authority of the
Virgin are therefore inseparably linked
to the authority of the Roman Catholic
Church. The Church claims that the
Roman Pontiff is the duly constituted
vice-regent of Jesus Christ, the infallible
interpreter of the words and acts of God,
and the exclusive arbiter as to what God
may have said and done. Thus, in a
subtle but decisive way, the Church
ceases to be God's servant and becomes
His patron ...

D. The development of the Marian Cult
has widened the breach between the
Roman Catholic Church and oll other
ChristilIn communions.
In the figure of the Virgin the Church
of Rome has created a semi-divine female
bcing, who becomes vi rtual head of the
Church, the hope of all who are distressed and the Sovereign overlord of all
that occurs in history ... ( In this) today
the Roman communion stands alone, in
proud yet tragic isolation, from all other.
Christian Churches. Non-Roman Christians on their part deny that the Church
has any authOrity to create a theology
which has no foundation in Holy Scripture .. .
E. Th e A'larian Cult constitutes a c h al~
lenge to all EV(lIlgelical Christians.
The glory of Christ's Headship in His
Church, His undying concern for the
members of H is Body and for all human
beings, is both tarnished and challenged
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by the new status accorded to the Virgin
... What is more serious still, the Holy
Spirit recedes into the background and
the Virg:in becomes virtually the Parad ete, the Holy Ghost In carnate.
In view of this development which, let
it be s<lid with sorrow, is a major departure from the historic Christian faith,
a chnUenge comes to all Evangelical
Christians ...
From these excerpts it is quite evident
that Dr. Mackay and his commission made
a thorough and competent study of this
Roman Catholic error, and that they did
well to direct the attention of their denomination and the world to its danger. Those
of us who are sympathetic to the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church can scarcely be expected to restrain the raising of an eyebrow when the Mackay commission speaks
so eloquently of the authority of Scripture
over against Romanist views of the authority of the Church, but this, we take it, is
not the t ime for that aspect of the discussion.
The Presbyterian declaration indicates,
however, that editor Montano is not as
radical as one might first think when he
includes in his editorial columns of this
same issue of Converted Catholic this statement:

•

In the li ght of this accelerating program
toward the cult of Mary, Protestantism
can no longer remain silent about this
falsification of the Gospel and the usurpation of Christ's attributes by an unscriptural Mary . . . let DO one forget
that the Roman Church as a whole is
no longer a part of the body of Christ.
Three Cheers for Utrecht!

Both Kerk en Zending ("Church and
Missions") and Uit en Voor de Pers (commentary on interesting and Significant
items noted in today's press), regular columns in the Christian Reformed Wachter
written by the Reverends Cornelius Witt
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and 'William Haverkamp, respectively comment favorably on the recent re-arrangement of congregational organization on the
part of the Gereformeerde Kerk in Utrecht,
The Netherlands.
In general we can agree with the Wachter columnists as they view this development with approval. In fairn ess, however,
is it so simply a matter of fact that smaner
congregational units mean a better expres·
sion of Christ's Church? Isn't there an ever
present tendency in areas where several
Christian Refonned congregations exist
separately although in close proximity to
each other that a kind of independentistic,
congregationalistic spirit will develop?
And to be practical for a moment, is it not
true that smaller units run considerably
higher in cost per family than large ones?
Also: isn't the demand for smaller congregations often born out of the desire to
realize by way of the Church certain social
advantages, rather than to promote the
cause of that which is truly Church?
This .is not to imply that I am ready to
defend the coUegialistic practise as it has
developed in The Netherlands. My only
point is that I think we ought to examine
the entire situation in terms of larger perspectives than the superiority of "our"
method over against others, and then
strive to make improvement in terms of all
that is legitimately included in the biblical
concept of Church.
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FRED H. KLOOSTER
The Church and Politics
FIVE YEAR controversy between the
clergymen and the laymen of the Na~
tional Council of Churches was recently
"disclosed" from the laymen's side in the
U.S. Ne ws and Workl Report (Feb. 3, 1956,
pp. 43-48). Mr. J. Howard Pew, former
president of the SUD Oil Company, reports
that the 190 member Laymen's Committee,
which was dissolved b y the clergymen last
year and of which he was chairman, was
opposed to the church's involvement in
political, social. and economic questions.
The laymen claim that when the Nationfll
Council was formed in 1950 they were
assured that an attempt would be made to
avoid the "political involvements and con·
troversies" of its predecessor. the Federal
Council of Churches. Failure to keep this
promise and the consequent dissolvement
of the Laymen's Committee is referred to
as 'the failure of tlus important eHort to
bring about an enduring partnership between c1ergy and laity."

A

The argument of the Laymen's Committee, or at least of its erstw hile chairman, is
not altogether clear. Their opposition seems
to include various elements. They oppose
the church's engagement in political matters. At the same ti.me it is said that some
of these economic or political matters have
no "moral or ethical content.'" And underlying the entire criticism is the contention
that the declarations of the clergymen of
the National Council involve an "expanded
staten with socialistic tendencies and actions which sometimes play into the hands
of the Communists.
Editorial reaction from the Christian
Cent ury was not long in coming, (Feb.
22, 1956, pp. 229·231). The heart 01 the
issue is considered to be Mr. Pew who
is described as "ultra-conservative . .. on
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practically all public issues." The editorial
correctly points out that there are "moral
and ethical" questions in every issue. But
the important distinction between the activity of the church as church and the
activities and duties of Christians in the
various spheres of society is not understood. This failure has involved the Christian Century in the fantastic claim that
Mr. Pew's criticism binds him with Krushev
and Bulganin in the amazing conviction
that "Christians should keep quiet about
politics."
Confused thinking on the important issues involved in the Laymen's criticism,
apart from its man y weaknesses, is strikingly illustrated in the Christian Century
01 February 29, 1956, pp. 261·263. In this
editorial, in which reference is again made
to the Pew criticism, Billy Graham comes
i,n for harsh criticism for mixing politics
with evangelism. And it must be said that
Graham deserves the criticism. But it
would seem that the chief reason for the
Christian Century's criticism this time is
due to the kind of politics Graham displayed as well as the kind of gospel he
preached. J n an interesting turn of face
the editorial states that if Americans overseas "'identify their Christian mission in
any way with the political or military
policies and enterprises of their nation,
they qualify, undercut, jeopardize their
whole testimony . . . Work and pray for
a U f nation's victory, but don't compromise
the church by making it even look like an
instrument in the nation's struggle.
Theology and PlUlosopi>y

Prof. C. C. Berkouwer of the Free University writes on the above subject in Gereformeerd W eekblad of Feb. 10, 1956. The
occasion for Berkouwer's comment is the
view expressed b y a certain Dr. R. Szekeres
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in his inaugural address as professor of the
Protestant faculty at Brussels. In predominantly Roman Catholic Belgium, this new
Protestant faculty has an important opportunity. Some Dutch professors, Dr.
Bronkhorst and Dr. Schooneveld e.g., are
a lso members of this faculty.
In his address, Prof. Szekeres sharply
distinguishes theology and philosophy in
their relation to the 'Word of God. H e says,
"Theology is and remains theology as long
as it obediently listens to the Word of God
and as long as it is led and controlled by
the Christ of Scripture. It is this which
philosophy cannot do without ceasing to
be philosophy. Theology is thinking in the
atmosphere of prayer."
After referring to other statements in the
address, Prof. Berkouwer rejects this distinction between theology and philosophy.
"The problem of the relation between theology and philosophy is not simple," says
Berkouwer. 1 he last word has not yet
been spoken. But one has already made
progress if he sees that the problem can
never be solved in this way ..."
Implying the similarity of Prof. Szekeres
to the Roman Catholic conception of theology and philosoph y, Berkouwer adds that
this kind of approach will certainly make
no impression in Belgium,
The current interest in the problem of
the relation of theology and philosophy is
indicated by Berkouwer's reference to the
fact that Prof, H. Dooyewerd ruso spoke
recently on this subject at the annual meeting of the Society for Calvinistic Philosophy.

Berkouwer on Election

The ninth volume has been added to
Prof. Berkouwer's important series "Studies
in Dogmatics." The latest volume in this
rapidly growing series is entitled De Verkiezing Gods. Although this is not the
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place for a review of its contents, it can
certainly bc said that this volume will also
receive a great deal of attention. The subject of eJection awakens interest and opposition.
One can not avoid amazement at Berkouwer's productivity. The fi rst volumes
of the series appeared in 1949 and now,
six years later, the total has reached nine.
In addition to this Berkouwer has also writ·
tcn a Significant volume on Karl Barth as
well as unmerous articles for various periodicals. Five volumes in the series have
already appeared in English translation.
We pray that God will grant the author
strength and grace to write the ten additonal volumes planned to complete the
"Studies in Dogmatics."
An Important Book on Niebuhr

The second volume in an impressive
series, The Library of Living Theology, is
devoted to a study of the religiOUS, social
and political thought of Reinhold Niebuhr,
Professor of Christian Ethics at Union
Theological Seminary, New York. The
Religious Book Club has made tWs book
its selection for February.
In accordance with the plan of the series,
the first chapter is an intellectual autobiography in which Niebuhr "traces his
life, the forces, and the people in8uential
in his devlopment." The main part of the
book consists of essays by twenty writers
of various positions who examine and evalu·
ate Niebuhr's work. Among these are Emil
Brunner, Paul Tillich, John C. Bennett,
Richard Kroner, Alan Richardson, Henry
Nelson Wieman, Edward J. Carnell. The
editors indicate that Karl Barth, Martin
Buber and Amold Toynbee expressed their
regret in being unable to accept the invitation to participate in tlle Niebuhr volume.
In the nnal section Niebuhr himseH re-
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plies to the comments of the twenty critics.
It is interesting to note that Edward J.
Carnell, President of Fuller Theological
Seminary, is the contributor who represents
the position of orthodox Christianity. In
his reply Niebuhr states: «I do not know
whether Professor Carnell would regard
his criticism of my thought as substantive;
but I do not, because he agrees with me up
to the point of verifying the Christian faith
in the experience of redemption" ( p. 443 ).

THE SOCIAL POWER OF THE
RESURRECfION WITNESS
(Co"';,

u~d

from page J)

us up with him" (Eph. 2:5, 6 ). H e as·
sures us of our future bodily resurrection
so that "we shall b e like him."
The statement in which we are now interested shows what the preaching of
Christ's resurrection did to the social life
of believers. And the multitude of them
that believed were of olle heart and soul:
and not one of them said that aught of the
The value of this work is enhanced by things whi ch 110 possessed was his own ;
an up-to-date bibliography of Niebuhr's but they had all things common.  For
numerous books and articles, arranged neither was there among them any that
chronologically. This list covers twenty- lacked: for as many as were possessors of
lands or houses sold them , and brought the
four pages. An extensive index is added.
prices
of the things that were sold, and laid
This second volume of The Library of
Living Th eology will be an indispensable them at the apostles' feet : and distribution
aid to the study of Reinhold Niebuhr. The was made unto e.'1ch, according as any
first volume was devoted to The Theology one had need." TItis was "Communism!"
of Paul Tillieh. Subsequent volumes in But it was not the Idnd of modem social
preparation are The Theology of Henry N. revolution that robs nations of freedom and
Wieman, The Theology of Emil Brunner, IDW'ders millions of men and women. It
full y recognized the private responsibility
and The Theology of KarZ Barth.
for and stewardship of property as God
had ordained it ( Acts 5:4 ), but it also recNiebuhr and Billy Graham
ognized a truth too often forgotten among
Reinhold Niebuhr "dreads the prospect" Christians, as well as other men. The gosof a crusade by Billy Graham in Manhattan, p el of the Savior who died and rose again,
t entatively planned for 1951, Although where it is truly preached and believed,
Niebuhr brings up various factors in his makes men recognize that all they have is
apprehension, perhaps the most serious reall y the Lord's, it makes them love the
criticism is of Craham's message. "Billy Lord and their fellow Christians, and use
Graham is a personable, modest and ap- their property in the service of both. The
pealing young man," says Niebuhr, "who fearful movement of Com munism has come
has wedded considerable dramatic and de- i n part as God's judgement on men who
magogic gifts with a rather obscuran tist have rejected this gospel and chW'ches
t' ,:. t :.;}'/ ~ fail ed to preach and practice it.
version of the Christian faith. His n ~ ': S.i ; ~g c
h not completley irrelevant to t~l :l b road..:r : ':..l -.! the Clri.>tian chW'ch continued as
social issues of the day, but it :lpproachcs f;;dthful to tl\c gospel in preaching and
irrelevance . . ." Christ'ianity and Crisis, practice as was this early church, ComMarch, 1956, p. 18}, He objects fW'ther munism would have lacked much of its most
to Graham's "presenting of Christianity as effective propaganda. We and our chW'ches
a series of simple answers to complex ques· need, perhaps more than anything else to
tions . , .". (See also Time, March 12, 1956, live more closely to oW' Risen and Living
p. 92 ). For another criticism of Graham's Lord, and to show that we do b y the
message see the Christian Century of Feb- practical expression of Christian love in oW'
use of material things as well as our words.
ruary 29, 1956, pp. 261·263.
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Please Allow Me to Say
Contributiona from. our Readers

RICHARD TEMPELMAN

P

ERHAPS it is trite to say that truth total of liferelationships in their social
marches on. Yet, it is not so worn a aspects.
There is agreement with the stand of
saying that its application is never in demand. In the subject which we aim to dis- synod that membership in a socalled
cuss in this article there will be a decided neutral union and membership in the
call to remember the fact that truth marches Christian Reformed Church are not per se
00. As Christian Reformed people. who
rncompatible. But this does not mean that
claim to have the purest interpretation of one technical fact should completely dothe Scripture, it might be well that we find minate the field and sweep aside the sinourselves in the line of march, lest we be cere call to faithful witness, which is also
found under the wheels of a juggernaut.
.part of the stand of the church. It is unThe synod of the Christian Reformed believable that the allowance granted in
Church in its session of 1955 has again the per se should annul the principle of
given negative answers to all overtures and corporate responsibility. And it is a fact
protests on the labor union question, with that for all practical purposes, the only
the statement "that the Synod of 1954 has thing that is remembered about synodical
given consistories and classes adequate ad- decisions regarding the labor question is
vice in the matter" (Banner, July 15, 1955 the statement that it is not wrong per se to
page 871). The closeness of the vote, how- be a member of a socalled neutral union.
ever, points up the fact that the matter is The rest is conveniently negated and we
not as simple as all that. The very fact go merrily on with false hopes of faiththat nearly half of the delegates were not fulness. It is Christian witnessing to which
in agreement with the answer calls for a we are called, and the Bible knows of no
exceptions, knows no areas of life which are
closer examination of the subject.
Throughout the years synod has on outside the scope of witnessing. Synod unseveral occasions expressed itself on the doubtedly mean t that each consistory
question, yet the fact that it crops up should see to it that this faithful witness
again and again indicates an inadequacy in continue to go out also into the field of sothe disposition of it. Truth has been the called neutral unionism. That, of course,
object of the quest, and truth has been may also mean the use of the keys of the
found , to be sure.
kingdom, which each consistory has in
trust for Christ.
What seema to have
In the course of thought followed by
Happened?
Synod two truths stand out, namely, corThe Christian Refonned Church stands
porate responsibility and Christian witness.
committed to the principle of corporate
These truths are prinCiples. basic to our
responsibility. It were better if that truth
way of life.
had been emphaSized. It is too vital an
• • •
issue to be a mere theory. It touches
living. As a matter of fact, it is the sum
What now is truth concerning socalled
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neutral unions? This, that so-called neutral
unions are corrupt in their entirety, both in
principle and in practice.
The constitutions of these organizations
have been thoroughly studied by synod.
This honorable body has found no cause for
alarm because it found no evidence of sin.
What did they expect to Bnd, a murder
clause or something similar? What should
have been looked for, please? Evidence of
sin or absence of religious commitment?
It is generally agreed that the non-confessional labor unions are purposefully committed to a neutral position, so called, in
Tegard to religion. Humanistic materialism
is the sum total of their principiai basis.
We are agreed that in this complex society
organization is necessary. We are also
agreed that all of society is not Christian.
Hence, non-confesional organization is inescapble, even necessary and acceptable.
However, there are two kinds of people to
be considered, namely, those on either side
of the antithesis. This is the line which
God has drawn. No one, not even synod,
can erase it. It can only be ignored as an
ostrich reputedly ignores danger with his
head buried in the sand. For those who
are on the confessional side of the antithesis this lind of neutrality is wholly unacceptable. The gospel, from Genesis to
Revelation, preaches separation, not only
hereafter, but here and now. "I shall put
enmity between thy seed and her seed"
reverberates through the ages; at every
'relay station of a given age resounds with
equal strength this divine declaration, "I
shall put enmity ..." To negate the doctrine of the antithesis constitutes the same
sin as that of Israel when it clamored to
Samuel for a king: like unto the other
people round about us." Israel did not want
to be a peculiar people, they did not want
to be diHerent. Erase the antithesis and
let liS conform to the world. Surely, the
desire for a king was not wrong, but a king
like unto other people was sin. It is the
rejection of Him which grieves the Alrnigh-
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ty and for which he pours the vials of his
wrath upon his people.
Neutral organized Jabor pragmatically is
not wrong per se. It carries its own reward,
however. It does not re..'lch unto Christ.
It is not acceptable to God because it is
a service not rendered for Christ's sake,
and is therefore wholly inadequate to serve
the Christian. It cannot serve him because
it does not serve his Master, his Christ.
To Sum It Up

In the light of the antithesis, so-caUed
neutra l organized labor is wholly inadequate and unacceptable to those who are in
Christ reconciled to God. For lack of commitment to Christ it is dead, hence corrupt
entirely.

Mene T ekeI Upharsin
In the light of Scripture these non-confessional organizations have been weighed
and found wanting. Christ does not allow
for neutrality. The hairline majority of the
Christian Reformed Synod may not agree
w ith this; the other half does. And they
are in very good company. John Calvin,
Croen Van Prinsterer, Abraham Kuyper,
Rev. Talma, Klaas Pater - these are only
some of the pioneers who stood in the front
lines of the battle during the break through
of truth upon the industrial revolution. A
host of witnesses has followed them and is
still following and will continue to follow.
For in the Lord's time the light will break
through in the United States also. Even
though it was stated on the Hoor of synod
that the closed shop llas not been proved
wrong scripturally, the burden to prove it
right rests with the proponent of that claim
primarily. The truth will out, for truth
marches on.
So much for evaluation of principles.
Practices
In their practices the non-confessional
organizations have much which cannot
stand the scrutiny of truth and justice as
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propounded in Scripture. In labor-management relations, the strike, the boycott, the
closed shop, the union shop are all practked in disregard of ethical interpretations.
Such things have been projected upon society in disregard of all but selfish considerations, only because they are practically successful. It is right because it
works to our beneSt, is the sum total of its
reasoning. This is pragmatism pure and
Simple.
Union Housekeeping
Until the Taft-Hartley Act made it compulsory for unions to publish their financial
reports annually to their members and to
the government, many a union member
was swindled out of his contributions. Today union welfare funds are under federal
observation and there is grave doubt concerning honest administration.
The union to which I once belonged was
investigated b y the cowts. It was revealed
at the hearings that no election for president was held in eleven years, and that no
accounting of funds had been made in
those eleven years either. When three of
us Christian Reformed members went to a
meeting to protest, we were told that the
hall was full, there was no room to get in,
and we might as well go home. This we
had to do because the doors locked elechically from the inside. And we were a
,uZ hour early.
Must we tell of the president of a truckdrivers local who at election time perpetuated his office by pointing two guns at the
assembled members and declared himself
elected without the benefit of a ballot?
Must we tell of the women and children
who have been intimidated with threats
to their lives when father tried to speak up
against corruption? Must we speak of the
lewd parties which are sponsored by some
unions? Must we speak of the annual masses which are being said in the Roman
Catholic churches in Chicago for the prosperity of the building trade locals, masses
which our church labels as "accursed
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idolatry?" These are said for unions to
which Ollr brothers in Christ belong by the
hundreds.
Let my voice be as nothing but let the
records speak for themselves. Such records
breathe total depravity and corruption. Was
it by chance that the Kefauver Committee
stepped from investigating syndicated
crime l"ight over into investigating organized labor? Racketcering and hoodlum rule
are the order of the day. That is the
record in many, many instances.
Let the proponcnts of Christian witness
within the neutral unions tell us from their
ivory towers of theology or law how to do
it. Or better still, let them come down from
off their towers and show us how to do it.
The working priests of France may have a
point worthy of emulation.
Over against this record witness of moral
degradation stands the Word of God as re·
corded in I John 1:5 and 2:6"And this is the message which we have
heard from him , and announce unto you,
that God is light and in him is no darkness at all ... He that saith he abideth
in him ought himself also to walk even
as he walked."
It seems to me the time is ripe that
synod appoint a committee to investigate
both the principles and practices of organized labol", the Christian Labor Association
included; and that public hearings be held
where testimony can be brought by victims
of an economic system which we hold condemned, as well as by those who would
defend it. Everything which has been said
by synod in all of its history on the subject
ought to be studied in its context and so
expounded as to make sense as a whole unit
of synodical deliverance. We cannot continue to halt on divided opinion on so
vital an isue, lest 1ack of unity of belief
and purpose divide us hopelessly in the undesi.rable direction of deepening division.

HAVE YOU RENEWED
YOUR SUBSCRIPTION?
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IS IT WORTH READING?

aoo«

1tfV1£W ~lToa.
PROf. H. It VAN TIL

63 JEffERSON AVE., S. E.

GRAND RAPIDS 2. MICHIGAN

mentary itself most valuable for the aver·
age Bible student who is unable to use tJle
Greek language. For the more scholarly
JAC. J. MULLER
student there are footnotes dealing with
IW"" ll. Eerdman, Publishing Compno)" Grand Rapids, 19l5)
The appearance of this additional vol- the Greek linguistic and textual problems.
The author shows rus high regard for
ume of the New International Commentary
on the New Testament brings one step the Word, by his careful and scholarly
closer to the completion of this truly nne treatment of the text. His treatment of the
undertaking. Like the other volumes in this difficult passage of the second chapter
series that have been issued, this one is which has caused so much controversy is
thoroughly conservative, being written by a most excellent example of this. Acknowl·
one who is committed to the Reformed edging the literal translation of 2:7 to in·
elude the phrase "He emptied Himself,"
Faith.
As Dr. Stonehouse, general editor of the Dr. Muller comments thus: "In a liter:!l
series, states in the foreword, Dr. Muller and absolute sense He could not have empreceived his doctorate from the Free Uni- tied Himself of His divine essence or naversity of Amsterdam in 1931, having writ- ture, for by so doing He would have ceased
ten a dissertation on The Kenotic Theory to be God" ( p. SO). The metaphorical
in Post-Reformation Theology. This spe- sense of the word is adopted, which Dr.
cialization in the Christological passage in Muner notes is the sense found in the four
Philippians 2, together with his continued other cases where Paul uses the word. He
study and work both as a pastor for fifteen goes on to point out that: "The kenosis
years and now as Professor of New Testa· (emptying) of Christ namely existed in His
ment for ten years in the Theological 'taking the fonn of a servant' and 'being
Seminary at Stellenbosch, South Africa, made in the likeness of men'" ( p. 81).
certainly gives Dr. Muller the kind of back- "Nothing is mentioned of any abandon·
ground necessary for writing such a com- ment of divine attributes, the divine nature,
or the form of God, but only a divine para·
mentary as this one.
In the introduction the author notes the dox is stated here: He emptied Himself by
question that some of the Tubingen School taking something to Himself, namely the
and recent radical theologians have toward manner of being, the nature or form of il.
the Pauline authorship, and answers them, servant or slave" (p. 82). In addition to
perhaps not as full y as migh t b ~ don e, t'-lis cxegetic<l l treatment of the subject. Dr.
giv..::> in an expanded footnote the
yet in a satisfactory manner. Il ~ also note;,; ~. !ulCJ·
the various possible places from w::ich Pau.l dogmati<: objections to the modern kenotic
could have written the letter and concludes theory.
in favor of Rome after two years of im·
The remainder of the commentary is of
prisonment in 62·63 A.D.
this same high type, including the brief
Following the pattern of the other vol- conunentary on the short book of Philemon.
umes in this series, the commentary on the We recommended most highJy this and all
text is given without technical discussion the commentaries of this series that we
of the Greek text problems or of the Greek have seen thus far for the use of both the
words themselves. This makes the com· layman and the scholar. When the entire
The Epistles of Paul to the
Philippians and to Philemon
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series is completed a major contribution to
the field of conservative New Testament
scholarship will have been made. We only
wish that there were a companion series
being produced in the Old Testament field.
Our only criticism of the volume before
u S is that it does on occasion show the
Dutch idiom in the English and there are
some spelling errors. Also it seems to us
that the fine scholarly work of the authors
of th is series of commentaries deserves a
uniform form at and paper quality. Perhaps the fact that different volumes have
been printed over a period of several years
in three diffeernt nations, Great Britain, the
Netherlands, and the United States, accounts for the variation, but we do wish
that future editions could be standardized.
May we conclude by again commending
this volume as most excellent, and a commentary that every Bible student should
consult in studyin g Philippians and Philemon.
MORTON H. SMITH
Belhaven College

-

Revelation Twenty. An exposition
J. MARCEllUS lelle
(I'r.sbyt.r;an R. form. d

I'ubli sl!;ng Company. I'hilod. lphia,

19!i!i. Pric. $2.00)

There are very few commentators, even
in the Refonn cd circle, who are completely
agreed upon the correct interpretation ot
the Book of Revelation. H.ev. Kik has
chosen the well known chapter 20 in order
to set forth his views regarding the millennium. He probably could be called a
millenarian. He disagrees with post-, pre-,
and a-miUennialists and refuses to be pi geonholed under any preposition.
If possibly you think that he tries to
steer clear from disagreements with other
commentators of fam e, you are mistaken.
Rev. 20: 4 speaks about "the souls of them
that were beheaded for the witness of
Jesus and for the Word of God and which
had not worshipped the beast, neither his
image .. . ."
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Kik is of the opinion that the millenium
does not refer at any time to the saints in
h eaven, but always to the saints on earth.
All the bleSSings of Rev. 20 therefore must
refer to saints of the militant church; they
reign and rule with Christ a thousand ye.'Us.
He concludes from other passages that the
word for soul (psuche) can also be translated as life (Matthew 2;20, Acts 20;10
etc.).
He would then paraphrase the text in
the following fashion:
"I behe ld the saints sea ted upon th rones,
ruling over the fle sh, the world anld the
devil; yea, I behdd the victo riou s lives of
those who had been beheaded and also those
who s\!ltered because they refu sed to worship the beast; as a matter of fact all saints
lived and reigned with Christ a thousand
years."

Says Kik: '1t is not so evident that the
reference to souls indicates the intennediate state; if so, why are only the martyrs
mentioned? All departed saints are in this
intermediate state." Kik wants to hear
nothing about a renewed world in the
sense of a renovated material heaven and
earth. In that connection, he says, the
Bible does not speak of a material concept,
but of a spiritual One. In Rev. 21 there is
mention of the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down from heaven, prepared
as a bride adorned for her husband.
This is no reference to any material city
in the consummation in any form or shape,
but refers to the church on earth. It must
be a description of the church during the
gospel dispensation, says the author, because before the consummation the church
is the bride of the Lamb; in the end Christ
\ViJJ deliver the kingdom to the Father,
that God may be all in all. The holy city
can not be a description of heaven, because
it descends from heaven. Lastly, it must
be here and now, for there are still tears,
which God shall wipe away.·
T here are questions of interpretation left,
Kik admits, but he hopes to publish a book
on the last two chapters of Revelation soan.
At no time does Revelation speak about the
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state of consummation; the Bible is entirely
silent on what the state of eternity shall b e
in respect to the environment of the spiritual body.
The book is interesting to read and the
average reader can full y understand it. As
a whole it seems that Kik is overanxious to
establish his own position in resp ect to this
Bible book. He is de6nitely guilty of slippery exegesis and makes a totally unwarranted sep aration between martyrs and
saints as being two separate classes. There
are too many conjectures in th e treatise to
make it acceptable.
Anyone who wants to acquaint himself
or herself with various Reformed interpretations of the last book of our Bible can
add another one to the list b y buying this
book. It's surely worthwhile to spend the
time and the money.
The publishing house did a neat job for
the money.
- L. MULDER
N eerlandia, Alberta

Each section of the biblical material is first
carefully analyzed; a concise summary is
then made which helps to place the section in its broader con textual setting. A
commentary of this type wh ich analyzes
and summarizes each section in the light
of the broader context makes it possible to
see clearly not only the trees but also the
woods.
Dr. H endriksen has given a fin e devotio nal com mentary and in doing so has not
neglected to provide also a carefu l treatment of the various problems which present themselves in the books.
The author is to be commended for making another fine contribution to the library
of New Testament material. \Ve may all
look foreward to the eventual completion
of this fine New Testament Commentary.

REINLEESrMA
Dutton, Michigan
Billy Graham: A Mission Accomplished
GEORG E 8UR NHAM
(f lotming H. Hevell COtI'>pony, W..lwood, N. J ., 1953,
pp. 156. 52.(10)

New Testament Commentary
Exposition of I and I I Thessalonians
WILLIAM HENDR IKSEN
(Baker 800k Hau.., Grand Rap ids, 1955. 210 pooes, 5...50)

This is the third volume to appear in the
p rojected New Testament Commentary by
Dr. H endriksen. A commentary of this
calibre is a welcome addition to the library
on New Testament material.
The au thor begins his treatment of 6rst
and second Thessalonians by giving a clear
and interesting introduction to the two
books. In this introduction he deals w ith
such questions as authorship, the date of
writing, and the place from which each
book was written as well as the specific
occasion for the writing in each case. The
introductory material is concluded with a
d iscussion of the general content of each
book and th e presentation of an outline
which h elps the reader to see clearly the
unity of each book.
TIle commentary itself is clearly writtell.
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This book, written by a professional reporter, who covered the 1955 Billy Graham
crusades in Scotland, England, and on the
Continent, presents a powerful picture of
the dynamic of the Gospel. Neither Graham nor the reporter are ashamed of the
Gospel. The book makes good reading. It
graphically pictures Billy meeting kings,
qu eens, addreSSing capacity crowds outdoors, rain or shine, with practically everybody cooperating. Yes, there were a few
liberals, and a few traditionalists who opposed him or refused to work along; and
there was an exking, one Farouk, who was
too busy \vith wine, women and songbut all in all, preaching the oldfashioned
religion is still news. Some four million
people heard and about one hundred and
twenty five thousand made decisions for
Christ.
I am not now going to evaluate Graham's
preaching since the present volume does
not project his sermons but merely the
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matters of common grace and the covenant
of brrace. Whenever these subjects enter
into the scope of a particular Lord's Day,
he unhesitantly shows his colors. That is
the main objection I have to a brilliantly
written book. Rev. Hoeksema proceeds
from a presupposition, which is dangerously related to a certain brand of rational·
ism. This is not the place to enter upon a
debate pertaining to the salient differences
Ruth The Gleaner
which exist between him and us, but the
CARL AUERT GIESelER, Th.D.
fact is they are there, p ermeating all of his
(Concordio Publi&hing House, Saini louis, Missouri, 1956,
pp. 66. $.73)
dogmatics.
Here is a short, popular treatment of the
His view of divorce and remarriage can
book of Ruth, from the orthodox point of
be stated in simple terms. The marital bond
view. It stresses the ancestry of Christ;
is indissoluble, hence no remarriage, not
the providence of God, who is not a reeven for the innocent party in case of
specter of persons; the beauty of friendship;
fornication. H e does not enter into the
filial piety; the problems of widowhood,
problems which arise because of remarmixed mariages and witnessing for one's riage.
faith; the blessedness of a good and godly
"God's promises are for the elect and for
husband and wue, or, marriage in the Lord. them only" is a phrase which recms rather
It may well serve to give us a better ap- frequ ently throughout the book. That of
preciation for God's divine selfrevelation course was to be expected and does not
as found in this "most remarkable piece of surprise us in the least. It means, however,
Oriental literature," as Benjamin Franklin that his books, valuable as they are, should
used to say in introducing it to a worldly b e l;Iandled and used b y discerning people.
company.
- L. MULDER
 HENRY R. VAN TIL
N eerlandia, Albelta
Grand Rapids, Michigan

results. Those results were news-worthy
in 1955 and continue to be as Graham is
traveling in India and the East. Let us not
sit in the seat of the scorners (Christian
Century et alia ) but rather with the apostle
of old rejoice that Christ is being preach ed
and that people are believing the Gospel.
- HENRY R. V AN Tn.
Grand Rapids, Michigatl

Love Thy Neighbor for God's Sake
An expo,ilion of Ihe Heidelberg C'''echi.m, volume nine.
HERMAN HOEKSEMA
i~;gan
"
Publi.hing Co., Grand Ropid., 19.55, 195 poge"

Hev. Hoeksema's wish to complete his
exposition on the Heidelberg Catechism
has almost been fulfilled. H e plans to do it
in ten volumes, so that all that remains is
one volume dealing with the Lord's Prayer.
Says the author "I look fonvard to completing it." As we can expect from this
author, he deals with his subject in a
scholarly and rather exhaustive fashion.
Several chapters are sometimes devoted to
one single Lord's Day.
It goes without saying, I suppose, that
Rev. Hoeksema reveals himself in his
writings as one who violently disagrees
with the Christian Reformed Church on
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THE CHURCH OF CHRIST IN THE
WORLD
(Continu ed ,rl)m (Ja ge 7 )

answering the problems of life. A tolerance
of indifference to truth gradually develops
and the sound of God's voice to a sinful
world becomes muted, confused, and contradictory. In this spirit of recruiting new
members for the family she loses the pattern of Christian life which marks the
church as a Spil'itindwclt people of God .
The radiant life of the Last Adam which
was once her p ower is transformed into a
feeble life of the F irst Adam, now dressed
up in respectable religious clothing.
It is not easy for a church to be a church.
Each congregation must remain in the COI1stant purifying process of self reform in
order that her life may remain fresh, strong,
and significant for the community in which
she lives. Only as each congregation refus es to live in the laxness of sinful contentedness and prayerfully reforms herself
can she be a church true to the picture of
SCripture.
Living in tension b etween these two aspects, as each aspect converges on the
other for mutual stimulation, is a process
which gives rise to many questions. There
is the matter of church membership standards, the question of the church and the
churches in division, the question of holiness and worldliness, as well as others.
Such questions must wait for further discussion. Meanwhile each congregation
must look into the mirror of God's Word
and prayerfully evaluate the picture she
sees of herself.
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