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WE NEED MORE REFORMED MISSIONARIES 
IN KOREA AT ONCE! 

THEODORE HARD 

KOREA HAS SEEN a great in8ux of 

missionaries of late. Since the out· 

break of war in Korea in June 1950, IJlld 

during the years of fighting and subsequent 
tenuous cease fire they have come. Of tbe 

350 Protestant missionaries in Korea in lU55 

at least 170 have come for the first time 

since 1950. Of the 25 Protestant groups in 

Korea now, 10 a fC newcomers, arrived since 

1950. 
The United Nations and the American 

government also show confidence in the 
future. With armed forces largely evacu

ated they arc spending huge sums on noo
military economic reconstruction. Not only 

so, but probably hundreds of millions of 

dollars have gone into building and equip
ping institutions not directly concerned 

with the economic rebuilding of this nation 
- churches, religious schools, orphanages. 
hospitals, and homes for crippled veterans. 

Nor has the missionary influx reached its 

peak. ,Ve hear that the Methodist Church 
( American ) now plans to double its num

ber of missionaries in Korea in the naxt 
four years! Working under the direction 

of and in cooperation with native Methodist 
bishops in a denomination of perhaps 600 

churches, an already very large group of 
80 Methodist missionaries now plans to 

brrow to 160! Otl1er missions continue to 

grow rapidly. TIle Evangelical Alliance 

Mission, for example, first arriving in 1953, 
now numbers 19 men and women in Korea. 

Great Growth but few Leaders 

Within the Korean churches the tasks 

to do far outnumber the doers. The 

Korean people from year to year listen 

more willingly to the voice of Christianity. 

The young church of a scant 70 years 
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speaks with new confidence and vigor to 

the masses. Churches spring up every_ 

whe.·e. Today, while Japan reports one 

Christian to each ISO of its population, 

Korea announces onc in 18. 

But, with thousands of Christian leaders 
killed by Commtu1ists, or in the war, few 

churches have enough trained, mature 

leaders. Schooling was suspended or de
nied to many of the younger generation 

during the recent war years. There are no 

"'free" public schools here, and post-war 
poverty has prevented many from receiving 

schooling since the war. Huge drafts of 

young men ( this littlc nation has the 

world's fourth largest standing army) have 

further drained off potential preachers and 
crippled the efforts to fill empty pulpits. 

Our movement here, the General Pres

bytery Presbyterian Church, though several 
times the size of the Orthodox Presbyterian 

Church in America, for example, has little 

over half the latter's number of ministers. 

Its 550 churches have little over 100 ruling 

elders. The growing Hock has far too few 
shepherds here, and every missionary \vin 

llave large opportunities for helping the 
church through various kinds of ministry. 

Looking to the West 

The Korean church is past her infancy 
and has grown up to feel herself a partici

pating part of the world-wide Church. Her 

leaders and her bright students By and sail 

to and from tlle West in surprising num
bers. These men attend councils and con

ferences and schools of various kinds, and 

draw eagerly from the storehouse of liter

ature and experience of the churches of 

the Western nations. Naturally the Korean 

church looks to the mother churches for 

Page 3 



• 

wisdom in problems of discipline, organiza

tion and Christian education. Pastors, 
teachers and students here assiduously buy 
and read much of the latest and best 

Christian writing in English, Japanese, and 

even German and Dutch, when obtainable. 
They spend what are to them huge sums 
and exert great eHorts to master a foreign 

language in order to read them. 

Pitf.n. and Ambush 

But the churches of the West, to which 
the Korean church looked for assistance, 
have in large measure betrayed that trust. 
For the Korean visiting in the West, many 

pitfalls, even ambush waited to trap him. 
Schools sponsored by church bodies were 

seen permeated not with the Spirit of God, 
but with the spirit of secularism, non
Christian philosophies, and, where Chris

tianity seemed retained, not the old rec
ognizable truths, but modernism. Churches 
of old and glorious stand now stood op· 

posed to truth. Though officially holding 
the old creeds of orthodoxy, these churches 

bristled with a new leadership committed 

to a new religion not truly even related to 
the old. With good intention or not, with 

skepticism toward biblical supernaturalism, 
a position often concealed behind a deceit

ful use of terminology, and with a frequent 

deluded sophistication in being educated 

moderns, a Hood of Hberals in America 

have taken the prophet's cloak to them
selves. And who has stayed their hands? 

Nor does the Korean who never leaves 
his native 1'lnd escape similar problems in 

the schools and churches of Korea. A pro
fessor of Seoul National University is 

quoted as recently stating that aU the old 
missionary-founded schools of higher learn

ing, i.e. the colleges and universities, have 

failed in their original purpose and stand. 
Once vigorously committed to Christianity 

they now are largely secular or modern
istic. The spirit of the West has permeated 
bere, as elsewhere. 

In the Presbyterian work in Korea there 

are at present, on one side, missionaries of 
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"This article is a piea to the Christian Re
formed Church to send us missionary per· 
sonnel as well as fund s, if the latter is 
possible. But, by all means let us not ignore 
the plea of the church here for more mis
sionaries - Reformed mi sionaries. Brethren 
of the Christian Reformed Church send us 
missionaries I" 

the United Church of Canada who have 
sided with a group which recently left the 

Korean Presbyterian Church to form an 
openly liberal church. The Methodist 

Church has long stood largely in a position 

of avowed liberalism. W'ith the large con

tinuing Presbyterian Church are many mis· 
sionaries of the Presbyterian Church in the 

U.S.A., the Presbyterian Church in the U.S. 
and the Australian Presbyterian Church, 

working hand in hand. Though most of 
these missionaries are individually commit

ted to orthodoxy, they raise little resistance 
to the steady pressure and control of mo

dernistic leadership in the home constitu
ency. There is for many of them, I believe, 

a personal distress and concern about these 
facts, but their position is extremely diffi_ 

cult. But no matter how orthodox: their 
personal convictions may be, their official 

r epresentation and membership in denomi
nations full of undisciplined modernists, 

not to mention denominations positively 

led by modernists, weakens their personal 
testimony and increases the confusion in 

the Korean church. World Council over

tures and ecumenical propaganda came into 

Korea virtually in the footsteps of the mis
sionaries. Their compromising, indecisive 

stand actually helped pave the road for a 
steady in8ux of visitors, literature, etc. in

imical to the maintenance of true faih and 
action in the Korean church. Korea is but 

one of many countries where this general 

picture repeats itself. 

In Korea I have heard the Presbyterian 
U.S.A. controlled radio station broadcast 

transcriptions of radio plays which to me 

definitely converted the Bible stories into 

stories setting forth salvation by self.char
acter-analysis and reform. In Seoul resident 
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missionaries are members of the Seoul 
Union Church and placid listeners to var
ious visiting liberal leaders from America 
who speak in its services. Presbyterians 
are among the members and leaders in 
this interdenominational church which is 

apparently an offering to the demands of 
ecumenicalism. A Gordon Gilkie, a John 
Mackay, an Emil Brunner and others are 

welcomed to Korea, given wide audience 
in the Korean church, and applauded, 
while the Korean churches look on in 

bewilderment. The Christian Literature 
Society, printing much of the Pres
byterian literature here, as well as Metho
dist literature, prints heresy. I have at my 
desk the Society's edition (in Korean) of 
Reinhold Niebuhr's Beyond Tragedy. Its 
back page advertises a title by E. F. Scott. 
In its large downtown office I saw displayed 
last fall by the Korean Christians in charge 
two separate volumes unmistakably teach
ing Swedenborgianism. Even after a protest 
from one of the Presbyterian missionaries 
against the Society's organizational table it 
was still displayed - as a favor to another 
publisher, said the man in charge to me. 
This display is not a book store stock dis
play but an office display of approved, rec
ommended literature for examination by 
visitors. 

Unsettling Alternatives to 
Missionary Asaistance 

To the right ranges a startling array of a 
different sort - a widely assorted group of 
fundamentalist missions, newly arrived in 

Korea. Of the ten new groups arriving 
since 1950 (mostly since 1953) the denomi
national groups represented are the Chris
tian Church, the Mennonite Church, 
Church of the Nazarene, a Pentecostal 
church, and the Southern Baptist Church. 
Non-denominational groups are The Evan
gelical Alliance Mission and World Vision 
(Bob Pierce is leader). Earlier arrivals are 
the Oriental Missionary Society (Methodist 

in doctrine). coming in 1905. which has 
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built a denomination here, and the Assem
blies of God (1947). Perhaps all these are 
committed to the broader framework of 
Christian doctrine, generally speaking, but 
many of them manifest various types and 

degrees of Arminianism, Pietism, Perfec
tionism and Dispensationalism, with de

cided Baptistic, Independent types of 
church structure and government. If they 
build new churches in Korea a wide multi~ 
plication of small new denominations and 
independent bodies of like convictions will 

spring up. None of these groups, to my 
knowledge, has seen fit to select an already 
existing conservative church in Korea and 
align its forces with it. On the other hand, 
except for the interest of a minority in the 
N .A.E., few have done anything officially 
to oppose the sad status quo with regard 
to a threatening modernism. Surely among 
these groups the Korean church has no 

solution for its internal problems. 

One Encouraging Story - A Pure, 

Growing Presbyterian Oturcn Arises 

There is, however, one church of real 
promise, wherein we may well hope for a 
continuation of a Reformed witness. It is 
the above mentioned General Presbytery 
Presbyterian Church, separated in 1953 
from the compromising continuing Pres
byterian Church. Now composed of 550 
churches, mostly small, new groups, and 
scattered all over South Korea, she has 
stood strong for the faith once for all com
mitted to the saints, seeking sturdy teaching 
and careful shepherding and diScipline in 
the church. 

With this church stand but a small group 

of missionaries. They are two families and 
one lady of the Independent Board of 
Presbyterian Foreign Missions, and two 
families of the Orthodox Presbyterian 
Church. These two mission groups, alone, 
from among many others, left with this 
Korean church when she was forced to 

(Continued o-n page 13) 
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·A Special for the Christian College 

ACADEMIC FREEDOM 
R. J . RUSHDOONY 

I
N RECENT YEARS, academic author

ities have, as in the past, found it neces

sary at times to censure or suppress student 

publications. This has occurred at state uni

versities, Ivy colleges, and at Calvin Col

lege as well. In each instance, some stu

dents, and occasionally a faculty member, 

have raised the cry of peril to academic 
freedom. The same protest has been raised 

when faculty members have been dismissed 

as Communists. 

The whole controversy, in all its facets 

and instances, reveals an appalling ignor
ance of the meaning of freedom, a fact 

which is all the more unhappy when it 

occurs on a Christian college campus. For 
the true understanding of freedom is basic

ally theological, and the fabric of liberty is 

progressively weakened as our culture loses 

its theologic<''ll foundation. The kind of 

freedom commonly claimed by men in our 

day is not lhe freedom of the creature but 
the freedom of would-be gods. Properly 

speaking, God alone is free and beyond 

responsibility to anything or anyone other 
than himself. The freedom of the creature 

is both limited and responsible. Man can

not fIy, nor can he be born when he chooses, 

or with the face or abilities he selects. 
Neither can he ever act independently of 

God and man but must at all times act with 

responsibility. Above, beyond and over his 

will is the absolute and sovereign God, 

who "from all eternity did by the most wise 

and holy counsel of his own will, fully and 

unchangeably ordain whatsoever comes to 
pass." Nevertheless, God's decree does not 

oHer violence "to the will of the creatures, 

nor is the liberty or contingency of second 

causes taken away, but rather established" 

(W'esbninster Confession, III, 1). The 

freedom of the creature is real only because 
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of God's eternal decree, and it is never real 

except in terms of limitation and responsi

bility. 

The Significance of this becomes more 
understandable as we examine in tum 

political liberty, religious freedom, and 

academic freedom. The free political order 

recognizes liberty but within the jurisdic

tion of responsibility and limitation. Un

limited freedom, as in the Greek city-states, 

becomes tyranny wherein any group can 

cI1slave another or legislate at will because 

it has the capacity and liberty to do so. 

True political liberty establishes the re
straint of law, insists on liabilty, cannot 

tolerate any creed which works to over

throw it, and will not confuse freedom of 

the press, for example, with freedom to 
libel or slander, but will impose restrictions 

to glmrantee freedom with responsibility. 

In like manner, religious liberty cannot 

be an unlimited freedom, nor does such 

religious liberty exist in the United States, 

nor is it guaran teed by law. There is no 

freedom granted to religiOUS cults to in

dulge in such practices as infanticide, poly
gamy, human sacrifice, sexual rites, the 

burning of heretics, or other practices oc

curring in various religions. When, in the 

last century, the Mormon polygamists at

tempted to justify their multiple marriages 
on the constitutional ground of religiOUS 

freedom, the Suprema Court was quick to 

pojnt out that such unlimited freedom was 

an impossibility. Any and every practice 

could then be defended on tlle grounds of 

religiOUS liberty. The Supreme Court has 
recognized only those practices as com_ 

patible with reli!:,>lous liberty in America 

which do not go against Christian stand

ards. It admittedly recognized Christianity, 

not as a revealed or official religion, but as 
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a common law faith determining the nature 

and limits of the law in the United States. 

Any total concept of religious liberty is an 

impossibility for the creature and for his 

society, and it has been in a true sense a 

product of Christian culture that constitu

tional or limited freedom has become a 

guiding principle of certain nations. And 
constitutional or limited liberty has been 

the most secure in its existence and results 

because it is more theologically valid . 

The same principle applies to academic 

liberty. Properly speaking, there has been 
no instance in our generation in America 

of a violation of academic freedom. This 

term can only apply when scholars are de

nied the right of research and the right 

to publish or make known the result of 

honest and valid research. To apply the 

term academic freedom to anything else is 

to misuse it. It has, however, been misused 
by scholars who have viciously worked to 

undermine the basic standards of an in

stitution while in its pay and ostensibly· 

working to forward its concept of educa
tion. Academic freedom cannot be used to 

justify the teaching of Communism in a 

state institution dedicated to the weHare 

of the free political order, nor can it be 

used to justify or defend the teaching of 
Buddhism or modernism in a Christian col

lege. In like manner, studen ts have a re

sponsibility and a corresponding limitation 
to the educational institution as long as 

they are a part thereof and bear its name, 
in that the institutional character and repu
tation is involved in their conduct. Ad

mittedly, this limitation can be abused, but 

the actual fact is that most institutions, in
cluding Christian colleges, have leaned 

over backwards to show respect to the 

expression of the students even when it 
has been a source of serious trouble to 

them. For this forbearance, they arc to be 
commended if it is based on a healthy 

respect for true Christian liberty rather 

than a tolerance without principle. 

When the students of Calvin College, 
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" In a Ca lvinist inst itution, of all places, the 
e)(ercise o f freedo m should \)e see n ill terms 
of the responsibility and limitations of the 
creature under God, rather than a rebellious 
SOil (}f Adam seeking to be a god and de
noun cing all of God's and man's just re
(Iu ircmcnts of him." 

through the Chimes, protest the withdrawal 
of the Literary Review in the name of 

academic freedom, they show a Singular 

ignorance of the meaning of creaturely 

liberty, and irresponsibility as well. An 

honest but still kindly verdict on the 
Literary Review would be that it is almost 

consistently poor and immature writing 

which is secular in spirit. Its seculaiity is 

a reRection both on the students and the 

school. Christian writing does not require 

a use of religiOUS terminology or subjects, 

but it does involve a conSistently Christian 

view of life and a conSistently Christian 

purpose. The failure of the Chimes to un

derstand the meaning of freedom is especi

ally striking. In a Calvinist institution, of 

all places, the exercise of freedom should 

be seen in terms of the responsibility and 

limitations of the creature under God, 

rather than a rebellious son of Adam ~eek
ing to be a god and denouncing all of God's 
and man's just requirements of him. This 

lack of understanding is a theolOgical fail

ure that reflects on both the students and 

the faculty and requires challenging. 

GWE 

torch and trumpet 
TO A FRIEND 

Help him grow i'l the Re/onned Faith 
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torch and trumpet plans to herald the centennial of the Christian 
Reformed Church in 1957 with a significant series of articles on 
the general theme 

THE PILLARS OF OUR CHURCH 
These articles will deal with this question -

what are the things that have made the Christian Reformed 
Church what she is and how does she stand in relation to 
these pilIars at her one hundredth birthday? 

Here are some of the pillars

The Supremacy of the Word 
Doctrinal Sensitivity 
Covenant Consciousness 
Loyalty to the Church as Church 
Christian Education - All Levels 
Missions 
The Pulpit 
The Reformed Way of Life 

Here are some of the authors-

F. Klooster, C. Jaarsma, A. C. De long, N. J. Monsma, R. B. 

Kuiper, P. Y. De long, Wm. Hendriksen, H. R. Van Til, 
E. Heerema, M. Monsma. 

You cannot afford to miss a single one of these articles. Each 
one will call upon the Christian Reformed Church to 
examine herself at this important point in her history. 

To begin early this Fall 

Every family in the Christian Reformed Church should read 
these artic1es. Everyone seriously interested in the Reformed 
faith today should read these timely studies. 

ARE YOU A SUBSCRIBER? 

HAVE YOU RENEWED YOUR SUBSCRIPTION? 

DO YOUR FRIENDS READ TORCH AND TRUMPET? 

• 
REFORMED FEllOWSHIP, INC. 

63 Jefferson Ave., S. E. 

GRAND RAPIDS 2, MICHIGAN 
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"Two major questions to be answered .•. " 

Artificial Insemination 
JOHN D. HOLLANDER, M.D. 

H UMAN CONCEPTION, embryolo· 
gical development, and childbirth are 

a triad of medical concern. Following fer· 
tilization of the mature female ovum, sue· 
cessful foetal growth and safe delivery of 
the infant arc a major responsibility of the 
medical profession. The spectacular ad· 
vances made in maternal welfare and in· 
fant safety have been reflected in the 
decline of maternal morbidity and the re· 
duction of neonatal deaths. Continued care 
and caution during the pre.natal and the 

lying.in periods will no doubt improve the 
alre..'1dy excellent status of obstetrical care. 

Intimately associated with the successful 
development and culmination of pregnancy 
is the problem of sterility. The obstetrician 
assuming care of the growing embryo must 
also be interested and sympathetic to the 
infertile organism. Until recent years, those 
couples unfortunate enough to be positively 
sterile were faced with the alternatives of 
a continued childless state or of obtaining 
children by adoption. Because popular 
belief regarded the wife as being the cause 
of the childless marriage, comparatively 
little progress was made in finding a physi. 
ological solution to the problem of infer· 
tility. 

However, various studies have shown 
that of the 10% to 15% of barren marriages, 
30% to 50% are due to the husband's in· 

ability to produce living sperm. The pur
pose of this discussion is to present the 

salient features relative to physiological 
assistance in this latter group. 

Altllough sporadic efforts had been made 
in the past to artificially induce pregnancy 
in women married to infertile men, it was 
not until after World War II that the 
practice became generally accepted and 
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commonly used. By prescribing the method 
one becomes involved in medicoJegal, 

psychological, moral, and spiritual com· 

plications. Therefore, to obtain a sage and 
scriptural interpretation of the implications 
of such procedure I shall offer a detailed 
analysis of the problem. 

Those marriages in which the husband 
]las been proved incapable of impregnating 
]lis wife will continue barren unless the 
wife's fertility can be exp loited. This po
tential fertilization may be accomplished 

b y exposing her mature ova to a pool of 
viable spermatozoa. Arti6cial insemination 
refers to the introduction of semen, the 
male ejaculate, into the female genital tract 
without direct contact with the donor. 

Indications and Conditions 

Although three indications for the use 
of heterologoll s or donor's semen are or· 
dinarily given, I Bnd only one to be worthy 
of legitimate discussion. That is the case 
in which the husband's semen is found to 
be completely devoid of living sperm or 
harbors only grossly defective sperm. The 
other two indications involve the likelihood 
of inheriting disease or the possibility of 
erythroblastosis foetalis, a fatal blood dis· 
ease, in the infant due to the Rh negative 
factor in the wife's blood. To advocate 
artificial insemination for such conditions 
would lead directly to indiscriminate use 
of the method for eugenic breeding pur

poses. 
Before resorting to artificial insemination 

the follOWing conditions must be met: 
1. A complete absence of healthy, living 

spermatozoa in the husband's semen. 
2. The female genital tract and repro· 

ductive organs must be normal. 
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3. Husband and wife must be in good 

health and both must be psychologically 
stable and mature. 

4. Donor must have the same general 

racial, physical, and temperamental char

acteristics, have the comparative intellec· 
tual equivalent, and be of the same reli· 

gious background as the sterile husband. 

5. Donor must be free of inheritable dis· 

eases, such as epilepsy, diabetes, hemo

philia, or venereal disease. 

6. Donor and recipient must never know 

each other. 

Technique 

Little space need be reserved for the 
technical aspects of the procedure. The 

physician alone is aware of the donor's 

identity and it is his responsibility that the 

recipient or her husband never know the 

source of her pregnancy. The donor also 
must be completely ignorant of the dis

position of his semen. 

The recipient is inseminated on several 

selected days of her theoretical fertile 
period. The ejaculate is microscopically 

examined for potency and then carefully 

inserted into the vagina, or may even be 
injected into the cervical canal. Pregnancy 

may not occur with the first attempt. since 

even the union of a fertile husband and 
wife will not necessarily produce impreg

nation at each exposure. Therefore it is 
important to repeat the process as often as 

is practicable during the receptive period. 

The procedure should not be considered a 
failure unless it has been adequately bied. 
for at 1c.:'1St several years. The husband's 

semen may be pooled with that of the 

donor, and thus the unknown factor of 

6nal ferti lization will never be positively 
known. 

Legal fonns granting permission for this 
procedure must be signed by both parties, 
and the donor must also waive all claims 

to any potential progeny he may procreate 

in' this manner. 
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Benefits to be Gained 

Couples who obtain children by artificial 

insemination need never expose the origin 
of the pregnancy. Therefore the husband's 

sterility is concealed. Husband and wife 
experience the pregnancy. labor, delivery. 
and parenthood together, thereby allowing 

al1 the natural factors of childbirth to in

Huence their relationship to each other and 

to the child. 

Adopting a baby is becoming increas· 

ingly more difficult because the demand is 

so much greater than the normal supply. 

Many childless couples will never enjoy 
the pleasures, privileges, and responsibili

ties of parenthood because of this shortage. 

By taking advantage of the large potential 

of wives who are capable of becoming 

pregnant, it would allow a proportionately 

greater number of couples in which the 

wife is infertile to Snd children for tlIeir 
desires. 

Babies born of arti6cial impregnation, to 

parents who have made every attempt in 

the past for normal pregnancy or adoption, 
are "wanted" babies. Usually those couples 

who request artificial insemination give a 

history of many years of hope and desper. 

ate longing for children. Only after all the 
ordinary measures of ful611ing such desire 

have heen exhausted do they resort to this 
method. 

Because of their mutually intense yeam

ing, these parents develop a high degree of 

love and sense of responsibility toward 

their children. 

Inherent Dangers 

Since parents of such children are igno

rant of the real father's identity, there is 

the possibility of involuntary incest taking 

place later, when half-brothers and sisters, 

unaware of their common parentage, marry 

each other. This is deSnitely within the 
realm of probability when a donor's semen 

is successfully used in more than one case. 

Hestrictions as to area of use would be a 

means to prevent such possibility. 
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The accompanying article is Dr. Hollander's 
answer to our request for· a contribution on 
some significant problem confronting the 
Christian physician. Because of the current 
importance of the subject, we hope to carry 
two more articles on it in the next issue. The 
Rev. N. J. Monsma is to give his views on 
the matter, and Attorney Berton Sevensma 
will deal with legal aspects of the question . 

-Editors 

The psychological impact of his sterility 

may affect an occasional husband. Trauma 

to the male ego has been cited as a real 

threat to the couple's future happiness. 

However, statistics hardly bear out such 

theory. In one series of 3,000 cases, not a 

single divorce resulted as a direct after

math to artificially induced conception. 

The possibility of a ftxation in the wife's 

mind toward the unknown father of her 

baby is also a nebulous quantity. Actually, 

she depends on her husband's love and 

support and help all during pregnancy. 

The secret experience they share seems to 

intensify the bonds of devotion and affec

tion which have carried them through their 

years of infertility. 

From a medico ~ l ega l standpoint there 

are certain associated difficulties. How

ever, problems of legitimacy and inheri

tance laws become real only when there is 

exposure of the fact that the husband is 

not the father. Such admission might be 

made if the relationship between husband 

and wife is altered. 

The Moral Enigma 

With the foregOing as an introduction to 

the real problem, we hope to view the 

moral and spiritual implications of such 

procedure from a truly objective stand. 

point. I am as yet in no position to make a 

positive statement regarding the moral is

sues involved. It is for this reason that the 

subject has been presented. For pastors, 

lawyers, doctors, marriage counsellors, and 

social service workers, a realistic approach 

to the spiritual interpretation is necessary. 

All those who have been, or will be, con

fronted in an advisory capacity should 
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clearly comprehend all the ramifications of 
the problem. 

The two major questions to be answered 

are: 

1. Is artificial insemination actually tech

nical adultery? 

2. Is successful artificial impregnation es

sentially the bio-genesis of a new life by 

interference with the natural laws of God? 

'\Vebster defines adultery as: «Voluntary 

sexual intercourse by a married man with 

another than his wife, or by a married 

woman with another than her husband." 

The new Funk and Wagnalls Dictionary 

refers to adultery as: "The sexual inter

course of two persons, either of whom is 

married to a third person; unchastity; un

faithfulness." 

It is apparent that the essential meaning 

of the term adultery is the voluntary sub

mission of the reproductive organs and 

powers to the service and (or) enjoyment 

of a person other than the legitimate hus

band or wife. The connotation is that such 

submission is desired and granted for pur· 

poses of satisfying sexual appetites rather 

than for procreation. 

It has been held by some courts that 

adultery can be considered only if there 

has been actual invasion of the reproduc

tive tract. Anything short of coitus, re

gardless of how obscene, immoral or inde_ 

cent such behavior may be, does not con

stitute adultery. 

Rape is defined as the illicit c.'1rnal 

knowledge of a woman without her con

sent. Although there is penetration of the 

genital tract, this is considered by Jaw on 

a level different from that of adultery. Ac

tually, the only distinction is that of con

sent. 

Recent court decisions in the U. S. have 

held that children born in wedlock, al

though not conceived by rape or sexual 

intercourse, are illegitimate - the offspring 

of an adulterous act. Our laws were writ

ten before the possibility of artificial insemi

nation was considered. Therefore, since 

Page II 



the child is conceived in a woman whose 

husband is not the father, and since this 

conception is not the result of rape, the 
only conclusion remaining is that it is tech

nically an adulterous pregnancy and an 
illegitimate birth. 

Regardless of how one may react to the 

principle underlying the proposition of 

arti6cial insemination, it cannot conceiv

ably be classed as adultery according to 

the definition stated. When husband and 
wife voluntarily submit to the procedure, 
none of the conditions peculiar to adultery 

are present. On the contrary. instead of 

gratifying carnal lusts and surrendering the 
reproductive organs for the pleasure of 

another, only the noble passion of beget

ting progeny is the moving force. 

Scripture seems to offer even more posi
tive refutation to the stigma of possible 

adultery. Jesus, quoted by Matthew in 5: 
27-28, says: "Ye have heard that it was said 

by them of old time, Thou shalt not com~ 

mit adultery. But I say unto yOll, that who

soever looketh on a womlln to lust after her 

hath committed adultery with her already 

in his heart." 

Jesus certainly does not confine his inter
pretation of the seventh commandment to 

the mere physical act of cohabitation. 

Rather, we may conclude that if copula
tion occurs it is an incidental act in a se

quence of illegitimate events. According to 

the words of Jeslls the essence of the of

fense of adultery is in the moral relation
ship, not the physical. 

In artificial insemination there is no 

physical contact between donor and reci

pient. Since they are unknown to each 

other there can naturally be no immoral 
transfer of thought or illicit desire. What

ever our concept of the procedure may be, 
it should be obvious that present tenni

nology does not define or confine it. It can 

hardly be considered an adulterous act by 
human standards and less positively by 

SCriptural edict. 
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Contrary to God's Law? 

Personal1y, I have my greatest difficulty 

with this final thought - the induction of 
a new life. A physician is dedicated to 

prolongation and protection of human life 

in every contact he may have with it. He 
is morally and legally bound to uphold life 

instead of destroying it. Real as the indi
cations for euthanasia may seem, he must 

not conSciously yield to its humane temp
tation. It is wrong to destroy life by ab_ 

ortion when no real medical indication 

exists. But are the criteria which govern 

the physician's attitude toward existing 

life the same as those inherent in genera
ting life? 

Criticism levelled at proponents of arti

ficial insemination charge that it is wrong 

to initiate a life artifiCially. The sacredness 

of life and of the marital relationship is 
such that human tampering with natural 

conditions is sacrilegious. 

Genesis 30 graphically describes how 

Jacob and Rachel reacted to this problem, 

which disturbed their relationship. Rachel 

was desperate because of her infertility and 

she said to her husband, "Give me children, 

.or else 1 die." The account continues, "And 

Jacob's anger was kindled against Rachel 

and he said, Am 1 in GO(l's stead, who hath 

withheld from thee the fruit of the womb?" 

So Rachel offered lwr maid Bilhah to her 

husband so that he might have direct 
:physical relationship with her and she 

might bear children in Rachel's stead. "And 

Bilhah cOllceived and bare Jacob a son. 

And Rachel said, God hath ;udged me and 

hath also heard my voice, and hath given 

MEa son; therefore called she his name 

Dan." 

Abraham and Sarah also despaired in 

their aging years, insomuch that he suc

cumbed to his wife's pleading. He took 

the maid she offered and copulated with 

her so that she conceived. Although Jacob's 
submission to Rachel's desires was appar

ently blessed by God, Abraham's was not. 

This was probably not because of the 
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method he used, but because he thought 

God's ann was shortened and that be 

should himself institute the means of carry

ing out divine promise. 
The case of Rachel is certainly worthy 

of our careful attention. To overcome her 

sterility she resorted to a stratagem where
by the sterility might be circumvented, 

namely, having her husband take another 

woman in her place. The question in my 

mind concerns the comparison of methods. 
Our modern component is in the same posi

tion as the biblical example. Is interfer

ence with the natural course of marital 
infertility, by artificial impregnation, in a 

different category from offering a maid as 

receptacle of the pregnancy? 
The principle of artificial insemination 

seems hardly to be on a lower moral plane 

than the substitution of one womb for an
other. 

The introduction of extraneous material 

into the living organism to prolong life or 

to improve it is not considered objection
able. To inject living blood from one be.. 

ing into another is to thwart the natural 

course of life and death. Instead of dying 

from hemorrhage, the person lives because 

other b lood is substituted. Is there then 
something immoral about introducing an 

extraneous substance into the mortal organ
ism to initiate life? 

It is hoped that this analysis and ques
tion may stimulate sound research and wise 

counselling. We who are confronted by 

the actual problem must be decisively led 

in our interpretation. 

WE NBED MORE REFORMED 
MISSIONARIES IN KOR.EA AT ONCE! 

(Cont;lIIlcd from pagc 5) 

separate from the larger Presbyterian body 

because of its modernism and its uncon

stitutional maneuvers in aVOiding discipline 
of erring members. These nine are the only 

missionaries with this new and struggling 

group, while the Methodist Church, not 

Torch and Trumpet, May, 1956 

much larger, hopes for a doubling of its 80 

missionary helpers in the next four years! 

We need more missionaries at once to help 
stem the growing tendency of Christians 

here to slide down either the watershed of 

liberalism or the opposite watershed of fun

damentalism and independency, and to 
stand with this church to maintain a true 

Reformed witness in Korea. That testimony 

must be solid Calvinism with its perennial 

validity and relevance, which it has by 

virtue of being the message of the Scrip_ 

ture. It is the only ClUe for decay, the only 
rescue from ruin, the only real enemy of 
error, the only salvation from sin - the 

gospel which glod£es the God who gave it. 

An Appeal to the Christian 
Reformed Church 

There must not be omitted the fact that 
the Christian Reformed Church has watch

ed from afar, and though not yet sending 

any misionary personnel to Korea to stay, 
has given most generously and regularly to 

the movement here in large sums of money. 

From time to time we have had visitors 
from ' the mission staH in Japan, who came 

to study the church situation here. This 

article is a plea to the Christian Reformed 

Church to send us missionary personnel as 
well as funds, if the latter is poSSible. But, 

by all means, let us not ignore the plea of 
the church here for more missionaries - Re

formed missionaries. Brethren of the Chris

tian Reformed Church, send us mission-

aries! Korea, March 1956 

i!!?e4d 

torch and trumpet 
'te9<da~ 

A distinctively Reformed Publication. 
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An Answer to the Critics 

SCHOOL RIGHTS 
EDWIN H. PALMER 

THE SUBJECT 01 "double taxation" in 
reference to private schools is very 

controversial. In the last one hundred years 
America has not been accustomed to any 
other system than the present one. There
fore, when the subject of changing our 
existing laws and customs is broached, a 
great reaction is created. Below are some 
of the questions and fears which arise in 
the minds of many concerning the proposal 
to reallocate our present school taxes. The 
proposal that was set forth in this maga
zine and elsewhere was simply that the 
tax money which lis collected from aU 

should be distributed to aU the schools 
without distinction and not to the few; and 
that all private schools should receive their 
fair share of school tax monies in propor
tion to the number of their students. (See 
Torch and Trumpet, April, July 1955 and 
Jan. 1956; The Banner, Dec. 10, 1954, etc.) 
Here are some of the questions. 

Why should the Christian schools receive 
special help? Shouldn't they bear their own 
financial burden? Why should they look 
to the state for he lp? If the Christian wants 
his private schools, that is bis privilege, but 
then let him pay for theRL 

We would agree one hundred percent 
with the questioner. If Christians want 
their own special schools, then they must 
be willing to pay for them. That is their 

burden, and their responsibility. They may 
not shirk their duty, and they may not ask 
others to pay for their Christian schools. 

But our point is that the same is also 
true for the public school adherent. U a 
person desires to have a God-less educa
tion, I believe upon the basis of the Bible 
that it is not the right of the Christian to 
deprive him of that privilege. But if he 
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wants that type of education, then let him 
pay for it. That is his burden, just as the 
Christian school is the burden of the Chris
tian. As our present laws stand today, how
ever, the public school devotee does not 
pay his full share, but rather the Christian 
school devotee is required to pay part of 
it for him. You see, in reality, the Chris
tian school patron pays hvice: for Chris
tian school education and for public school 
education; whereas the public school pa
tron does not even pay once, not even his 
fun share, since the Christian school pa
tron helps him. 

So, we would say, yes, by all means, 1et 
the Christian pay fully for his Christian 
schools, just as he is doing today, but like
wise, by the same token, let the public 
school patron pay for his, too. Let him 
shoulder his full financial responsibility the 
way the Christian does. Do not make the 
Christian support him, too. That is all we 
advocate. 

I can see that what you advocate is It. matter 
of justice. But is it true that in The Nether
lands, where they have this system of equal
ity for all, the spirituality of and the interest 
in the Christian schools have declined simply 
because the supporters have no struggle with 
the finances? When things oome easy, some~ 
times interest slackens. And we do not 
want that in America. 

We must always be very realistic. I be
lieve that it is a psychological fact that 
when people have to sacrifice they are 
drawn closer to the object of their sacri
fice than if it were handed to them on a 
golden platter. Moreover, Jesus said: 
"\iVhere your treasure is, there is your 
heart also." And if we give twice to the 
Christian school instead of once, we will 
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have to sacrifice more and we will have 
more treasure there. Hence we will love 

it more. 
So far I am speaking generally. As for 

The Netherlands, how much this is true. I 
am in no position to analyze. There are 
too many factors involved to make a sim
ple answer. 

But even if I were true, it would be 

unthinkable to do something unjust and 
unfair in order to increase interest and love 
for the Christian schools. I am going out 
from the conviction that double taxation is 

unjust in that it is discriminatory against a 
person just because he has religious con
victions. If this question is not a matter of 
justice and equality for all, then we should 
drop the matter at once. For I am not in
terested in the Christian schools' getting 
something that is not lawfully theirs. If, 

then, double taxation is unjust, it would 
not bc biblically defensible to advocate a 
continuation of injustice in order to attempt 
to promote interest in the schools and their 
spirituality. That would be giving in to the 
Jesuit principle that a good end justifies a 
bad means. The simple question is this: Is 
double taxation right or wrong? 1£ right, 

then let us not oppose it. If wrong, then 
we must oppose it regardless of the possi
bility of some loss of interest in Christian 
schools. 

No Christian would ever think of ad
vocating that the government levy a special 
unfair tax on his church just to stir up a 

love for it. Let us not do the same for the 
Christian schools. 

I am in full agreement with what you say 
about the ir.:quality of our present school 
tax system. IBut what I am afraid of is 
Rome. We know how di ctatorial and un
democratic the Roman Catholics can be when 
they are in the majority. Would this n ew 
system that you are advocating help Rome, 
since she has so many parochial schools? 
If so, I am against it. 

In answer to this question we must not 
dodge the facts. Yes, such a system would 
aid Rome because she would also be re

lieved of paying twice for her children's 
education. The money which she normally 
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pays in taxes for the education of public 
school children could be used for Roman 
Catholic purposes. 

Of course, the same thing is true for the 
Protestant schoo1s. Think how many mil

lions of dollars annually could be saved by 
the Christian Reformed churches alone if 
the parents of that denomination were not 

forced to pay twice for one education. 

Regardless, however, of the savings this 
new tax system would bring to Protestants, 
the fundamental question is this: Is double 
.taxation just or unjust? If it is wrong and 
unfair, then it is unfair to a Roman Catholic 
just as well as to a Seventh Day Adventist, 
a Lutheran, a Baptist, or a Calvinist. And 

as a Christian, I do not believe that it is 
morally right to fight Rome or anybody, 
even the Devil, with unfair and unjust 
methods. We may oppose Rome \vith 
prayer, the powerful preaching of the 
Word, and vigorous discussions, but we 
would be using her own jesuitic methods 

if we opposed her with an unjust tax sys
tem. Furthermore, certainly God wHl bless 
our struggle against Rome more if we use 

methods that are in accord with his Word 
than if we use unfair ones, even though 
humanly speaking it would seem that Rome 

would gain. 

You see, in all of these discussions we. 
come back again and again to the one 
question: '~ at is fairness, justice, and 
equality? 

Concluding Remarks 

There are several other questions that 
critics ask about this proposal to change 

our present school tax system. We wHl 

take these up in a later issue. In the meau
time your reactions to these ideas are most 
welcome. Discussion sharpens our think
ing. Any who wish to correspond further 
about this whole problem as presented in 
these questions and answers and in former 
articles, whether in agreement or disagree
ment, may write to the author, Spring 

Lake, Michigan. 
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9atherJ and Brethren f------, 

DO YOU KNOW YOUR SCHOOLS? 

I N THE MARCH ISSUE of Torcl~ alld Tmmpel Wakcr A. De long challeng~ us to do 
some: serious thinking about our Chri stian schools. Accurately he observes, "We learn 

from the Bible and from con temporary history that there are ,projects whose beginning 
is in the Spirit but whose ending is in the flesh .. American hi story is replete with 
schools and churches begun in the Spirit that today are edifices of the fie sh. There is little 
r eason to suppose that Satan would not like to repeat the performance with our Christian 
schools." 

This challenge, stated so succinctly, ought not be lightly shrugged from our shoulders. 
Although OUT schools are pa rental rather than parochial, and t hat by deliberate biblical 

conviction, consistories who take the Chllrch Order seriously are COIlllIUUed to a't re.mendous task. 

• • • • • 
It is far from easy to be a conscientious Reformed pastor or cider. 
III the C/lllrcJ. Order, which we have pledged to implement ill ecclesiastical practice, 

mention is made of many avenues of spiritual concern and challenge which must be 
traveled. Doct rine and discipline in the church are of paramount significance. But the 
dil igent elder must also be conversant with the duties of the diaconate, the work of 
Christian ins titutions of mercy, the relation of the chu rch to several state laws, and the 
glorious task of missions. Organizations and institutions which embody concr etely the 
church's holy ambition to serve the Risen Redeemer demand their share of cOllsistorial 
attention. Not the least of these is the school. Our rules specify that "the consistories 
shall see to it that t here a rc good Olristian schools in which the parents have their 
children instructed a ccording to the demands of the covenan t" (Art. 21). 

• • • • • 
Continual supervision of our Christian schools by the consistories is here enjoined upon 

us. We Illust be convinced that our sc hools deserve the word "good." 
Th.is r aises many perplexing but pe rtinent <Iuest ions. No doubt, some serious thought 

ought t o be given to the thorny problem of the precise nature and limits of this con
sistorial supervision. We all believe, I'm sure, in what has been called by certain Refofllll:d 
Icaders "sphere-sovereignty." Yet we would suggest other fruitful questions which our 
elders ought to face. 

What really cons titutes a "good" Ouistiau school ? 
Many seem to take the position that as long as our schools are officially based upon 

God's Word as interpreted by our Reformed confessions all is well. vVe like to take for 
gr anted that boards and educational committees r ecom mend and appoint as teachers o nly 
those who expr ess ·wholehearted agreement with the Reformed fait h; fu rther, that only 
select textbooks are used as gu ides for classroom instruction; finally, that a measure of 
wholesome Christian order and discipli ne is maintained in the building and 011 the play 
g round. 

But is this aU article 21 requires of us? I s it enough that we believe that all our 
board members and teacher s are "fine" Chris tian ladies and gentlemen? 

If the cOllsistorial task with respect to the schools is so vital as to warrant sjlecial 
attention in the ChzlYch Order, should we not give more thought to the dC<!per issues in
volved? How articulate are we, whell it comes to a thorough ly Chris t ian educational 
philosophy? Just what are we trying to do in our schools ? How should the school 
integrate classroom in struction and experiences with the principles of the \.yord of God? 
What kind of covenantal nurture may we expec t our principals and teachers to g ive to the 
children of the church? · . .. .. 

It is rather disheartening to note that at times school boards regard consis tories merely 
as agencies fo r secu ring the nece ssary funds 10 keep Ihe schools running, w hile consis
tories too easily content themsel ves with "passing the buck" of responsibility for the 
quality of these schools 10 others. 

Let's not take our Christian schools for g ranted. 
We haven't heard of any insurance policy against possible loss of our schools by 

spiritua l defection and bankruptcy. 
No matter how strongly we are committed to t he princi[)le of "sphere-sovereignty," let 

us g uard ourselves agains t a growi ng estrangement between school and church. Con
sistory members should a t times be invited to board meetings. T he door of the cons istory 
room should always be Ollen to a representative from the schools. Conferences of elders 
and board could be held annually with great profit and pleasure. We plead for more two
way traffic between these bodies, in order that both may discharge their duties for the 
welfa re of belie ve rs and to the glory of our God. - PETER Y. DE JONG 
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PIew.ie ~ me to 1mf/ 
Conbibutioos from our readers 

PARALLEL LINES 
PETER L. VAN DYKEN 

H
AVE ANY of you ever stood between 

the rails of a railroad and looked at 

the straight stretch of roadbed ahead? Did 

it not appear as if within a mile's distance 
the rails were coming together? You know 

that it only appears thus and that in reality 

it is not so. But the illusion is pretty strong. 
The fact is that parallel lines never meet. 

If this is true in the natural reahn, it is 

equal1y true in the spiritual. Therefore we 

have to take diligent care, lest we draw the 

lines of the various aspects of our confes
sional truths as running paranel. We 

should not fail to observe the point of 
connection. 

There arc especially two fundamental 

truths which are very prominent in our 

thinking and in the presentation of the 
relation between God and man concerning 
the salvation of man. In our system of 
theology we accent the two sides of God's 
dealing with man and we are prone to say 
that there are in that relation two lines 
which run parallel throughout SCripture 
and to which we must unBinchingly sub
scribe. They are usually phrased as: God's 

sovereign good pleasure, and man's re· 
sponsibility. Whether the expression of 
those two factors is altogether correct does 

not need to be questioned. They have 
been expressed in those words so repeatedly 

that their general meaning is well under· 
stood. 

It has often been stated that we must 

adhere to both of these factors though we 
cannot reconcile the two. Having in mind 
that two perfectly parallel lines never meet, 
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I am afraid that the relation between God 
and man in the plan of salvation has been 
definitely darkened by that presentation. 

It has been presented as if the electing 
grace of God's sovereign mercy in Christ 

Jesus as the one factor and the free moral 
agency of man as the other form a paradox 
and cannot be comprehended by human 
reason. It is supposed that we must ac· 
cept both of these truths by faith, though 
we cannot understand the connection be

tween the two nor the relation of one to 
the other. Also that we should not try to 
reconcile these two factors, because they 
pose a contradiction to our human reason
ing. And therefore those two factors are 
left to rWI parallel without coming to a 

connecting junction. 
Yet God and man mu s ~ meet, if man is 

to be saved and if the children of God, 
"chosen in Chirst before the foundation of 
the world," are to be gathered in. And 
since man, dead in trespasses and sins, 

cannot and will not take the first step to a 

reconciliation, it must be and is the Sover

eign God who in his mercy bends down to 
man and draws man to himself. He makes 
the nrst overture, saying, "Come now, let 
us reason together, though your sins be as 

scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; 
thought they be red like crimson, they shaH 
be as wool." 

To this urgent request man will not re
spond unless the Spirit of God has im

planted in his heart the seed of a new and 
spiritual life. This implanting of the new 

life as a regenerative genn is comparable 
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to conception in the natural life. Of this 
work of the Holy Spirit, of this first be
ginning of the new life man is altogether 

unconscious, just as he is entirely passive 
in it. Neither is there any given time when 
this creative act has taken place or takes 

p lace. Nor is there any rule given for the 
period in which this beginning of life 

develops into actual new birth. It is pos
sible that it may take place the same day, 

or the period may be a year or it may be 
twenty or sixty years. But shorter or longer, 

the seed will come to fruition, because it 
is the work of God and cannot fail. 

The period between conception and con

scious new birth is the time generally called 
conversion. It is in this period that man 
becomes active, due to the new force which 

has been implanted, of which as yet he is 

totally unaware. He begins to see himseU 
a sinner in God's Sight, he bears the call to 
repentance, maybe repeatedly; he gives 

heed to it; he Hees for mercy to the throne 
of grace opened in Christ Jesus; he asks 
pardon for his sins and takes hold on the 
promise of God. He experiences the for

giveness of his sins and rejoices in God 
who has accepted him in his Son, and he 
now receives the assurance of sonship 
whereby he cries: Abba Father. He is now 
come to the consciousness of his new life; 

he is a born-again creature, and as a sinner 
saved by grace he realizes that it was God 

who led him to the fountain of the waters 
of life and who also caused him to drink. 

Is this deSCription giving man too much 
credit for what is done? I believe not. 

Though God is the overruling source and 
cause of it aU, he deals with man as with 

a reasonable and responsible being and 
does not treat him as a piece of mechan

ism. God does not arbitrarily force man to 
repentance. Man is a free moral agent, and 
God does not save him without man's will 
nor against man's will . On the contrary, 

God "sweetly bends man's \Yill" (Canons ) 

so that he voluntarily heeds the call of God 
to repentance and by his acceptance makes 
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that call effective. Since there is a coopera

tion of God and man in the execution of 
man's salvation, it is evident that the figure 
of "parallel lines" does not hold. With the 
exception of the implanting of the new life, 

in which man is passive and of which he 
is unconscious, and with the exception of 

the act of God in justifying the sinner 
(now forgiven ), in which man has no part, 
it can be said that God and man are co
operative in the work of salvation. Only it 
must not be understood that this coopera
tion exists in God doing some part and 
man another part. That is never the case. 

Rather it can be said that God works it 
a1l and that man does it all. This cannot 

be understood if you picture both sides as 
parallel factors. We should rather picture 
this cooperation by imagining a very small 
cylinder (which is man) inside a very large 
cylinder (which represents God ), COll

nected at the base by an invisible and con
cealed electric current (representing God's 
love and abounding mercy), which cur

rent is continuously supplied and replen
ished from its source which is God, and 
which enables man to do the things God 

demands of him. Thus it is that God works 
man's salvation in man and through man, 
making him hear the call and obey his 

voice, till man comes to the realization of 
his new birth and of his eternal inheritance, 
which fadeth not away, and is reserved in 
heaven for the redeemed. 

It is also this intimate relationship be
tween God and man which causes him who 
is restored by grace to show the fruits of 
a sanctified life. To bring forth fruit worthy 

of repentance is the aim and purpose of 
every c1tild of God, in order that he may 
"show forth the praises of him who has 
called us out of darkness into his marvel
lous light." 

Thus all glory is given "'to the God and 

Father of our Lord Jesus Chirst ... who 
has chosen us in him before the founda

tion of the world." 
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Letters to the Editors 

Huizenga 

Dear Editors: 

Your February issue contained a review 

of Dr. J. W. Klotz's booklet, '''The Age of 

the Earth," by Mr. Jacob Heerema. I have 

not read the booklet but request space to 

comment on the contents of the review. 
The kind of reasoning used in this review 

is a striking example of how far prejudice 

may go in falsifying the results of science. 

Heerema's analysis of the carbon-14 

method of dating can be summarized as 

follows: (1 ) Most of the organic materials 

measured to date are in the order of 10 to 

15,000 years old. (2) Carbon-14 dating 
"has been a field day for those who have 

bcen reluctant to accept the large numbers 
chronologies of the physical scientists." 

"The ages of most organic relics and arche

ological specimens fall within magnitudes 

that are far removed from the millions and 

billions of years that have for so long 
been associated with the development of 

the human and animal species." "The Bible 

indicates very clearly that we are living on 
a young earth, an earth whose age is 

measured in thousands rather than mil

lions or billions of years." 

In point (1) Heerema is entirely correct. 

Anyone can examine the pages of scientific 

data and see that the samples dated by the 

carbon-14 method are relatively young. 

Heerema's prejudice shows itself in point 

(2 ). H e attaches an unwarranted signifi

cance to the fact that specimens dated by 
the carbon-14 technique are not mil

lions and billions of years but only thou

sands of years old. The implication that 

the carbon-14 data is supporting evidence 
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against old specimens (Heerema' s point 2) 
is entirely erroneous. The carbon-14 

method dates only young samples, due to 

(a) the low equilibrium carbon-14/car

bon-12 ratio and (b) the relatively short 

half-life of carbon-14. The method is com

pletely silent on old samples. An illus

tration may be helpful. An astronomer 

working with a small telescope accumu

lated a large amount of data; however, the 

information was limited to stars in our 

galaxy. \¥hat does he infer from this data 

about stars outside our galaxy? Is it scien

tifically honest to use this data to support 

a theory which claims there are no stars 

outside our galaxy? Of course not. The 

astronomer realizes from the beginning 

that the small telescope is incapable of the 

necessary magnification for viewing distant 

stars and thus does not draw unwarranted 

conclusions from his data. For information 

on distant stars the astronomer abandons 

his small telescope for a longer one. Like

wise, the geophysicist does not try to meas

ure specimens millions and billions of years 

old with the carbon-14 method but in
stead uses a time clock which is in principle 

theoretically capable of dating old samples. 

Dear Editors: 

J. R. HUIZENGA 

Hinsdale, Illinois 

Heerema 

The character of some of the statements 
in Dr. J. R. Huizenga's criticism of certain 

aspects of my review calls for some sort of 

general philosophical statement as a pre

face to my reply. 

(Conti'fUcd on pagc 22) 
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THE CHURCH AT WORSHIP XV 

1Saptism . . 7~ ~~ S{WUt S~ 
WILLlAMKOK 

W
HEN WE GO to church, we should 

go in the consciousness that we in 

the communion of the saints will meet God. 
We cannot expect, nor will we receive a 

blessing unless we behold God with the 
eye of faith and listen to what he has 
to say to us. We also speak to him, but OUT 

speaking can only be a response to what 
he says to us. To listen with absorbed at
tention is very difficult, it is especially dif

ncult to listen thus to God. It is so easy 
for our thoughts to wander. And yet the 

soul that succeeds in hearing the words of 
God is richly rewarded. The psalmist de

clares: - "The law of Jehovah is perfect, 

restoring the soul. The testimony of Je
hovah is sure, making wise the simple. 

The precepts of Jehovah are right, rejoicing 

the heart. The commandment of Jehovah 
is pure, enlightening the eyes. The fear of 
Jehovah is dean, enduring forever. The 
ordinances of Jehovah are true, and right
eous altogether. More to be desired are 
they than gold, yea, than much .fine gold. 
Sweeter also than honey and the droppings 
of the honeycomb. Moreover by them is 
thy servant warned. In keeping them there 
lS a great reward." Our prayer should con
stantly be to be enabled to listen and to 
hear and understand what God says to us 
IUs children. 

When we have the privilege of witness
ing the administration of the sacrament of 
baptism we should follow with rapt atten
tion the words which God speaks in and 
through this sacrament. It is the Triune 
God who speaks. We have made the at
tempt to bring to your attention what the 
Father and the Son say. The Holy Spirit 
also speaks. 

When we are baptized into the name 
of the Holy Spirit he speaks to us about 
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the part he takes in our salvation. He gives 
us the assurance that he will dwell in us, 
and sanctify us to be members of Christ, 
imparting to us that which we have in 

Christ, namely, the washing away of our 
sins and the daily renewing of our lives, 
till we shall .finally be presented without 
spot among the assembly of the elect in 
life eternal. 

The very purpose of the coming of the 
Holy Spirit in this world is' to dwell in the 
hearts of God's people. God, the Father 
makes a covenant with us and adopts us 
for his children and heirs. He looks down 

from heaven with eyes of love and watches 
over us, guiding us in all circumstances of 
life. God, the Son comes down to us from 
heaven to dwell with us. He is the Im
manuel, God with us. He becomes like 
unto us in all things, sin excepted. He 
carries our sin and guilt and becomes the 
Author of our Salvation and the Finisher 
of our faith. "The Word became Hesh, and 
dwelt among us (and we beheld his glory, 
glory as of the only begotten from the 
Father), full of grace and truth" (John 
1: 14) . But the Holy Spirit is God in us. 
He makes us a temple of God. 

We are mindful that this indwelling in 

us is an indwelling of the Triune God. 
Jesus declared: - "If a man love me, he 
will keep my word; and my Father wm 
love him, and we will come unto him and 
make our abode with him" (John 14;23), 

But even though we cannot exclude from 
any work of God anyone of the three Per
sons, it is also true that in the different 
works of grace one of the three is more 
emphasized than the other two. The in

dweIling of the Triune God is in and 
through the Holy Spirit. 'rVe arc temples 
of the Holy Spirit. 
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In the sacrament of Baptism the Holy 
Spirit assures us that he will dwell in us, 
not as guest and for a time; but that he 
takes possession of us and will dwell in us 
forever and make us what we ought to be. 
He does not only dwell in the church in 

general, but he assures me that he will 
dwell in me. 

Who shall ever measure the height and 
the depth of this marvelous grace? How 

careful we are in selecting the home in 
which we and our dear ones will live. We 
look for the best our means can allow. 
But the Holy Spirit comes down from 
heaven to dwell in the heart of one who 
is cursed because of his sin and iniquity. 
The heart of a sinner is described by Jesus: 
"From within, out of the heart of men, 
evil thoughts proceed, fornications, thefts, 
murders, adulteries, covetings, wicked.
ness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, 
railing, pride, foolishness; a1l these evil 
th ings proceed from within, and defile the 
man" (Mark 7:2I~23). Such is the dweUing 
p lace chosen by him whose name is Holy; 
by him, who loves the good, but hates the 
evil. How great the love and grace which 
will stoop down to select a sinful human 
heart as his dweUing place. 

He comes into that heart to work. He is 
the lifegiving spir it. This he was in creation, 
"the Spirit of God was brooding upon the 
face of the waters" (Genesis 1:2 ). This he 
also is in the work of recreation. He 
comes to live in the heart of the sinner, 
who is spiritually dead, and he brings first 
of all spiritual life. 

The Holy Spirit assures us in our baptism 
that he will sanctify us to be members of 
Christ. To be sanctified as members of the 
glorious body of Christ it is necessary that 
we are separated from the root of sin in 

which we were conceived and born. The 
Holy Spirit cuts us from the root of the 
first Adam and grafts us upon the root of 
the last Adam, Jesus Christ. This is the 
miracle of grace which makes the dead 
sinner a living member of the body of 
Christ. The Holy Sprrut assures us that 
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organic, living union with Christ will re~ 
suIt in growth and development, which will 
lead to the bearing of fruit. 

He will impart to us that which we have 
in Christ. He will do the work for which 
the Christ has sent him. The Holy Spirit 
takes it out of the Christ and gives to us 
what he has merited for us. He will lead 
us into all truth. Of him we are in Christ 
Jesus, who was made unto us wisdom from 
God, and righteousness and sanctification 
and redemption. What we have in Christ 
is made our personal possession by the 
work of the Holy Spirit. He imparts unto 
us the forgiveness of sins. He gives us 
this in distinction from the Father who 
justifies us by decree; in distinction from 
the Son, who justifies us by his sacrifice. 
The Holy Sprit realizes the eternal decree 
of the Father and the sacrifice of Jesus 
Christ by giving us a new heart, by making 
us a new creature. 

This is not accomplished in a moment. 
He works in us a daily renewing of our 
lives. Every child of God is conscious of 
this activity of the Spirit. We are trans
formed from glory to glory after the image 
of Christ. It is a slow and painful pro
gress. The apostle Paul speaks of this in 
the seventh chapter of his epistle to the 
Romans. But we may rest assured that 
the Spirit will not depart from us. He will 
complete in us the work of sanctification. 
Some day we shall be presented among 
the assembly of the elect without sin and 
take our place in the church triumphant to 
serve God in perfection unto aU eternity. 

The Triune God speaks peace unto his 
people in the sacrament of baptism. Those 
who have ears to hear and hearts to per~ 
ceive never grow weary in Hstening to the 
message of blessed assurance. In the sanc

tuary it is made p lain , "I am continually 
with thee. Thou has holden my right hand. 
Thou wilt guide me with thy counsel amI 
afterward receive me into glory" (Psalm 
73,23,24). 
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HEER:EMA 

(Co llli.wCll f .-om page 19) 

It is my belief that the Bible is supreme 

in its authority over all the sciences and 

as such does not await their dictums, and 

as such does not necessarily fit into all the 

patterns of scientific data as we know them. 

Further, since the theories and data of the 

physical sciences have often served as a 

basis for attack lIpon the authenticity of the 

Bible, it is incumbent upon us to give an 

effective witness to the infallibility and 

authority of the Scriptures over against the 

premature and often unwarranted claims of 
various scientists. 

More specifically now, I would first like 

to say that 1 am sorry Dr. Huizenga did not 

read Dr. Klotz's booklet before writing his 

criticism of my review. Dr. Klotz did a fine 

piece of work, and possibly Dr. Huizenga 

would have thought so also. 

Secondly, I would like to point out that 

Huizenga attributed to me a statement that 

in the review is clearly indicated as a quo· 

tation from 01'. Klotz. I refer to the follow. 

ing quotation: "The Bible indicates very 

clearly that we arc living on a young earth, 

an earth whose age is measured in thou

sands rather than millions or billions of 
years." 

In the third place, regarding the aUeged 

improper reasolling based on the carbon-14 

method, it should be observed that Huizen

ga completely overlooked my qualifying 

statement to the effect that the carbon_14 

method has a limited accuracy and that in 

the event this is improved, the range of 

measurement may be increased to include 
older specimens. 

Fourth, Dr. Huizenga does not mention 

the examples I cited from a section in Dr. 

Klotz's booklet entitled "Shrinking Time by 

Radiocarbon." With regard to the 12,000 
year old oil sample that my review refers 

to, Dr. Klotz says signilicantly that it is "a 
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far cry from the millions of years formerly 

thought necessary for their fonnation." 

And finally, I should like to bring in the 

supporting findings of the author of the 

book, "Man, Time, and Fossils," published 
by Alfred A. Knopf, Inc., in 1953. The 

author, Ruth Moore, discussed with Dr. W. 

F. Libbyl his work with carbon-14. and so 

it is reasonable to preswne that the author 

did not write completely without Dr. Lib

by's approval. She makes statements2 on 

page 378 of her book which credit the car-
000-14 method with reducing the time 

between modern man and his so-caUed 

cave d\veUing ancestors to ten thousand 

years, and, which credit the Huorine1 

method with proving that fifty thousand 

rather than a million years has elapsed 

since modern man came upon the scene. 

These data and statements certainly 
make it appear to me that the carOOn-14 

method has made a significant if not amaz

ing contribution to a shift in chronolOgies, 

which until very recently were held to be 
in the order of millions of years. These 

revised chronologies still may not be right, 

and 1 wonder if it is possible that they ever 

will be; but they are surely of magnitudes 

far closer than the former to the apparent 
data of the Bible. 

JAOOB HEEREMA 

Oak Park, IlliMis 

I ) The mau who was rel llOll. itole for the development of 
lh" ea rbon·H melhod. 

2) Since lhi$ book is nOI being: reviewed here, quot; liolls 
may not be made without Ihe permiss ion of the pub. 
li.hc ~. 

3) Altho ugh often un reliable in d~finilc number datinlt, this 
method appa~ n tl y h~ s l erved to meas nre lime magn i. 

ludt5. 

HAVE YOU RENEWED 
YOUR SUBSCRIPTION? 

Torch and Trumpet, May, 1956 



SOOK REVIEW EDITOR: 

IS IT WORTH READING? PROF. H. R.. VAN TIL 
63 JefFERSON AVE., S. E. 
GRAND RAPIDS 2, MICHIGAN 

The Modem Student's Life of Christ 

PHIUP VOLLMER, Ph.D., D.O., Fleming H. Revell Company, 
New York, 1912, 353 pages. 

THIS REPRINT of Dr. Vollmer's e..'{

cellent litle handbook on the life of 

Christ is a most welcome volume to those 
who would study and teach the life of our 

Lord. Dr. Volliner was born in Germany in 

1860 and educated in this country. Enter

ing the ministry of the Presbyterian Church 
in 1884, he served pastorates in both the 

Pr e s b y t e r i an and German Reformed 
Churches until 1905. He taught theology 

at Ursinus School of Theology from 1898-

1907, then at Central Theological Seminary, 

Dayton, Ohio, 1907-1923, and at Eden 

Theological Seminary, 1923-1925. 

Dr. Vollmer himself characterizes his 

point of view in the book as "uncom
promisingly evangelical" . . in spirit and 

specific teaching. In general we agree with 

the author, but there were points at which 

we felt that he distinctly departed from the 
historic evangelical position. It is interest.. 

ing to note that when liberalism was still 

not dominant in many of the great denomi
nations of our land, a man such as Dr. Voll

mer, who seemed to be desirous of being 
conservative and evangelical, yet shows 

certain basic weaknesses that would pennit 

the beginnings of liberal thought, which 
would eventually very largely take over the 

very churches in which Dr. Vollmer served. 

The book is divided into three major 
sections. In the first section the author has 

compressed a great deal of information 

about the geographical, phYSical, political, 

and religiOUS world in which Jesus lived. 
There are places where some of the in

formation given could be improved, upon 

the basis of more recent studies in this field, 

but generally this is a most helpful section 

for the student of the Gospels. 

The author treats each section of the life 
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of Christ under five heads .. First, he gives 
what he considers to be a minimum content 

statement of each section. In this state

ment, he seeks to use direct quotation from 

the Scripture, or a very close paraphrase 

of it. One helpful thing in these sections 

is the numbering of various diHerent points 
to be noted. In such things as the Sermon 

on the Mount, the whole sermon is out

lined for the student. Following this sec
tion on content, comes a section of "ex

planatory notes," most of which are quite 

helpful in understanding the text. Then 

there foHows a section on "practical les

sons." Here again many of these lessons 
are helpful, especially as homiletical aids, 

but at points some of the "practical les

sons" seem to be unrelated to the text itself. 

The fourth section is on "reference Htera
UTe." The fifth section is made up of "ques

tions for discussion," which are quite stim

ulating for study groups. 

The third and last major division of the 

book is entitled "General Aspects of the 

Life of Christ," in which various subjects 

such as the character and work of Jesus, 
the chief problem in his life, the influence 

of his life and the critical views toward 
him are treated. Again, as in previous 

sections, if this section could be brought up 

to date to include some of the more recent 

critical views and answers to them it would 

be of more value. 
As indicated earlier most of the volume 

is of value as a student handbook on the 
life of Christ, but there are some places 

where Dr. Vollmer fails to maintain his 

good standards, either as a scholar or a 
theologian. I shall cite one or two such 

instances. For example, in his outline of 
the Sennon on the Mount, he speaks of the 

last half of the 5th chapter of Matthew as 

"The Relation of Christ's Law to the Old 

Testament Law," apparently failing to see 
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that Christ was contrasting the true inter
pretation of the Old Testament Law with 
that of the Pharisees. Instead Volhner tends 
to set up a false antithesis between the Old 
Testament and Christ. One of his comments 
on the Lord's Prayer reads thus : "The 
Lord's Prayer is a beautiful expression of 
the Fatherhood of God and the brother

hood of man" (p. 123) . He seems to forget 
the fact that the Scripture is perfectly plain 
elsewhere that the Fatherhood of God ap
plies only to His own, tlle Church, and 
makes his statement in a general univer
salistic sense, without any qualifications. 

Again he shows a lose way of theological 
expression, when he says, "God's word 
comes to us through (a) the Bible, (b ) 
our conscience, (c) Providence in history, 
( d ) the Holy Spirit, (e) the counsels of 
God's people" (p. 82 ). It is perrectly true 
that God may deal with us through these 
various means, but it is hardly correct to 
say that God's Word comes to us in any 
thing other than through the Bible itself, 
which is the only infallible rule of faith and 
practice. 

It seems to me that in these two or three 
instances of weakness in this volume. we 
see the beginnings of letdown in theolOgical 
matters that eventually led to a general in
Hux: of liberalism into the great denomina
tions of our country over the last genera
tion. It is because of this type of weakness 
that the reviewer hesitates to give a whole
hearted recommendation of this volume. 
BaSically it is a sound and most usable 
book, and yet there are definite de6ciences 
both due to its age, and also to these 
theological weaknesses that greatly impair 
the value of this work. We might well wish 
that some professor of Bible in our own day 

would undertake the work of revising this 
volume, bringing it up to date, and clarify
ing these theological difficulties. Then we 
would have a most valuable handbook for 
classes in the life of Christ. Despite all of 
these weaknesses we do feel that this book 
can be most usable for a discerning student 
of the Gospels. 

- MORTON H. SMITH 
Bellwoen CoUege 

0..., ,. 

- '" '" ... .... 
-< CIJ r 

cc ..., .... '" .... 
001 
Z m 

CIJ 
CIJ .... 

m 
OIl 3:,. 

z 

• e .. 
~ m 
z 5 

~ 

0 0 

~ ~ 
,. 
3: 

iii z m 

> 
C 

" r ~ 
~ 

m 
~ n ~ ~ 

~ ~ 0 
:e 
~ 

:z: 
:u 
z 
!' 


