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President William Spoelhof’s 1954 Calvin College

Convocation Address:

CANDEE POWER'

If thy whole body therefore be full of light, having no
part dark, the whole shall be full of light, as when the
bright shining of a candle doth give thee light.

LUKE 11:36.
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CANDLE POWER — Continued

""Make certain that your mind, which should shine like a candle, rightly
guiding your thoughts, judgments, discernments, evaluations, and ac-
tions, does not become darkness by resistance to the truth and thus
misguide your whole life. Such an admonition touches the very es-
sence of Christian collegiate education.”

Gentiemen of the Board of Trustees, Calvin Seminary
Faculty, Calvin Alumni Association, and Fellow Stu-
dents:

Welcome to the new academic year at Calvin College!
With almost a4 week of experience in college lile behind
you, one wonders how lrequently vou, as a newcomer,
have remarked, with an air ol seasoned judgment, “So
this is college lile!!” It is a legitimate remark, but |
wish to point out that there can be quite a dilference
between Calvin College education and coilege lile. We
ol the [aculty attempt to unite the two, but unfortunate-
Iy — or maybe lortunately — we do not control all the
pressures which are brought to bear on a studeat’s ac-
tivities.

I. INTRODUCTION
A. College Life vs. College Education

The weck ol orientation, or reorientation, as the case

. 2 . ; .
might be, and registration procedures have [ocused

vour mind upon the machinery ol education. Do not
conluse it with the essence ol college work. Tuition lees,
book lists, block schedules, counselors, deans, registrar,
business manager, and president are the machinery.
These have been forced upon your attention so palpably
that from them you could easily have made the lalse
deduction which someone once couched in a clever ditty
which is current among college administrator’s groups
today.!

I have paraphrased it to make it conform to the local
scene:

By majors and minors, all properly weighted,

By courses and credits, all well integrated,

By testings, and scorings, and make-ups belated,
By parking provisions, strictly regulated,

By attendance at chapel (as in the catalogue stated)
By nurses’ excuses, all properly dated,

Little by little he gets educated.

Having acquired experience in all the elements named
in this verse, you have tasted of college life, but you will
not have discovered what a college education really is,
because these deal with mechanical arrangements and

1. Burges Johnson, Canipus wversws Classroom, Ives Washburn, Inc,
N. XY, N. Y, 1945, p. 81,
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not with the core of education. The same is true in an-
other area ol student concern. There are many things
you can learn al college about college which, however,
miss not only the very essence ol college education, but
do injury to the reason lor choosing a college career.
For example, a [ew of you have, undoubtedly, during
the past week, picked up from more experienced stu-
dents new and advanced tricks of evasion. Perhaps you
have even filed away mental notes on how to beat the
“registration racket” — as some students call it — or how
to take a loreign language without the use of the orig-
inal, or been advised to spend your time studying the
prolessor rather than the subject matter. Once again,
that could be college life, but it is not conducive to a
college education. The trouble with some students is
that college lile is lorever and anon getting in the way
ol a college education. The sorry [act is that whole col-
leges have capitulated to such a condition, not just a
minor segment of the student group.

B. Calvin's Aim to Unite the Two

Il you have read the college bulletin with some care,
you will have noticed that the trustees and laculty ol
Calvin College hold out to you a union ol college life
and college education.  Allow me to call your attention
to quotations [rom the most important page in the cat-
alogue, page twenty, which is titled, AIM: “The aim
of the college is to give young people an education that
is Christian, in the larger and deeper sense that all the
class work, all the students’ intellectual, emotional, and
imaginative activities shall be permeated with the spirit
and teaching of Christianity.” Again, “It is the aim ol
Calvin College to maintain standards of sound scholar-
ship.”

This expressed aim of a Calvin College education
can be identified with numerous scriptural expressions.
One such lies in the language of the scripture reading
ol this morning, especially in the verse which reads: “II
the whele body, therefore, be full of light, having no
part dark, the whole shall be full of light, as when the
bright shining of a candle doth give thee light.”

As you know, mechanical power is measured in units
ol horsepower. So, too, luminous intensity or diffusion
is measured in units of candle power. The aim and goal
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ol our Christian collegiate education can be expressed
adequately and pointedly, I believe, in terms ol candle
power — candle power that is sullicient to light the
whole body, with no part dark. We shall look first to
the lighting ol the candle and, secondly. to the burning
of the candle in order to assess rightly its candle power.

II. THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLE

For a careful exegesis ol this passage you will have
to go to a prolessional theologian. However, the appro-
priateness of the passage to the occasion should be es-
tablished, and this can be done only by placing the rel-
erence to candle power in its scriptural context.

A. Its Contextual Point

Matthew places this exhortation of Christ in the
Sermon on the Mount. Luke makes of it a more de-
tached discourse, but the setting into which he places
this figure ol speech has special relevance [or those who
take seriously their place in Christian collegiate cduca-
tion.

The reactions to Christ’s ministry were varied.
Though many believed on him more turned against
him. His words and works were {.|u(‘slioncd, his person
was endangered, his authority was disparaged. Many
hundreds, with the Pharisees in the van, pressed hard
around him and demanded ol him a sign — a sign [rom
heaven, if you please — of his authority and truthful-
ness. “What! You ask of me a sign?"” asked Christ. Lit-
tle wonder that Christ was indignant; yes, very grieved.
in fact. “An evil generation” he called those gathered
around. Little wonder, 1 say, for, as you know, truth
needs no accompaniment. Light and truth are inher-
ently selfsufficient. Does a light need a sign of its light-
ing? Does the sun need a sign of its shining? Christ,
the Light of the World — Christ, the Truth — needed
no sign. He had not obscured his light. He had dis-
played it consistently, persistently, and conspicuously,
for all to see. He need give no further sign.

The failure 1o recognize Christ as the Light ol the
World, the Truth, lay with sight, not light. The light
was there, but the eyes of Christ’s disparagers were not
single. They were diseased; they could not see.

Christ used an eflective figure of speech to teach a
profound truth. The eandle of the body is the eye. The
illuminated and illuminating eye, when [unctioning
properly, makes discernment possible and helps guide
over difficulties and around obstacles.

The light ol a candle is kindled light. So, too, the eye
derives its light [rom a primary source. And just as the
eye, which is the candle, picks up the light of the sun
and makes plain the pathway belore us, so, too, man is
made dependent upon the light ol divine revelation.

Spiritualizing this concept, Christ shifts the figure
Irom the physical eye to man's inner eye — call it mind.
Thus the inner cye — the mind, which has been lighted
by divine illumination — illumines man's whole body
and causes him to walk in the light; but when this inner
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light becomes covered
by disbelief, it casts
the whole body into
darkness.

The very nub of the
meaning ol the figure
of speech—which gets
more complicated
with continued use—
is simply this: Make
certain  that  your
mind, which should
shine like a candle,
rightly guiding your
thoughts, judgments,
discernments, evalua-
tions, and actions,
does not  become
darkness by resist-
ance to the truth and
thus misguide your
whole life. Such an admonition touches the very essence
of Christian collegiate education.

President Spoelhof

B. TIts Textual Meaning

This becomes even more apparent when we note the
specific textual meaning of light. The figure of light is
used to express a variety ol concepts in Holy Writ, yet
basically they are all one. It is used to designate life, as
in “the light of life,” and blessing, and the presence of
God, and salvation, and truth, and understanding, and
learning, and the Word of God, as in ““Thy Word is a
lamp unto my feet.” There is no disparity here. "These
are all varying hues ol prismal relraction.

The relerence to light, of which our passage speaks,
is similar to that employed in the beautilul prologue
to John's gospel. Here John speaks of Christ, coexistent,
coeternal with God the Father, creator ol the world,
who gave to man a special type ol lile, [or man’s life is
light. The True Light, Christ, lighteth every man that
cometh into the world. This light, given to man, is the
light ol understanding, judgment, and rationality, thus
separating man [rom other creatures. And, since this

light is given by the Author ol Light to man, it should
serve as a reflector ol that Light. Owing to sin, how-
ever, man wilfully places the light of understanding un-
der the shroud of disbeliel. Lven though this capacity

was not wholly extinguished. the darkened understand-
ing is incapable of shedding light, for man has placed
himsell in a position of those who “seeing, see not.”
(Matt. 13:13) It takes a renewing by the Spirit of God
to make men partakers of the brightness ol Christ. It is
in that sense that we can say, “In thy light shall we see
light.” It is only in that light that the meaning ol
God’s great revelation, both special and general, is
knowable, and it is only in that sense that his word is
i lamp unto our feet.
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CANDLE POWER — Continued

“The greater, the more persistent, and the more intense our exposure
to the source of our light, the greater will be our illuminated and il-
luminating power — power lighting the whole body. The intensity with
which our God-given light burns depends upon our willingness and
readiness to place ourselves in the light of God’s blessings, his pres-

ence, and Word.”

The light of reason which God implanted in men, in-
crusted in ignorance, error, and disbeliel, owing to sin —
rekindled by the regenerative power ol the Holy Spirit
applying the redemptive work of Christ — is the light
which should illumine the whole body, a body having
no part dark. This light of truth should light our lamp
ol learning. This should be our approach, by God’s
grace, to God's cosmic revelation.

The lamp being lighted, let us observe its burning.

III. THE BURNING OF THE LIGHT

Lighting power is measured in units ol candle power.
Into this unit of measurement are gathered three fac-
tors:

Intensity
Area Uniformly Lighted
Diffusion

A. TIts Intensity

Intensity is the quality which differentiates the light
effectiveness of a flickering spark from a brilliant bea-
con. Intensity is also one of the qualities which measure
the effectiveness of our spiritual and academic lile.

The greater, the more persistent, and the more intense
our exposure to the source ol our light, the greater will
be our illuminated and illuminating power — lighting
the whole body. The intensity with which our God-
given light burns depends upon our willingness and
readiness to place ourselves in the light of God’s bles-
sings, his presence, and word. I mean this in the sense
that Paul wrote to the Christians at Philippi: . . . work
out your own salvation with fear and wembling. For
it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do
of his good pleasure.” There you have a rigid prescrip-
tion for sustained effort, [or deliberate prosecution, and
for unabated diligence.

The distinction which I made just a moment ago be-
tween spiritual and academic life is, in a sense, legit-
imate. In another sense, however, this distinction is
wholly arbitrary. Our academic effort is geared 10 an
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investigation and appropriation ol God's grear revela-
tion, and that is our primary task. That is the job to
which you should have committed yourself in matric-
ulating at Calvin College.  Exercising yoursell in this
work with purposelul intent becomes, then, an exercise
in real piety.

This thought should lix upon your soul a sense of
real responsibility.  Many obligations are involved in
this responsibility. A sense ol true piety should drive
you to real perlormance. .\ sense ol patriotism should
make vour privilege very real to you. Many ol you
lor whom military duty has been delerred should coum
it a real gain to be able to continue uninterruptedly
your education lor a career. Our tradition, too—that is,
the investment which your home and your Church have
in vou—should prompt your devotion to the task of
learning.

Il this is achieved, vou will have, likewise, achieved
for us a union ol campus life and college cducation.
Then education does not become incidental to working
for a living. or owning a car, or immersing onesell in
the social whirl. I have a great respect for those who
must work their way through college, provided college
also has a real opportunity to work its way through
them. 1 have no real sympathy lor a student who must
work his way through the latest-model convertible, with
all the “extras,” and that in a spirit of “a dilemma has
two horns—why shouldn’t my Dodge have them?"

B. Area to be Uniformly Lighted

The area to be unilormly lighted is a second factor
which cnters into the calculation called candle power.
The scripture passage, you will recall, enjoins that the
whole body be full of light, having no part dark. Blind
spots, shadows, and certain obscured areas should not
appear in the mind ol a Christian. There should be no
part dark. Where darkness does occur, it results from
covering that light or shielding it from certain angles.

This need not be a deliberate performance, stemming
[rom evil intend of mind. It can even occur in the
name of “piety.”
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Transferring this thought to the area ol learning,
it becomes a demand for mental, spiritual, and morai
poise. The word “balance” describes it best, il you
will remember that balance should not suggest equal
emphasis but, rather, proper emphasis. The view ol
life to which Calvin College adheres [inds its real
strength in the balance it seeks to maintain.  Iis re
ligious spirit is sanely balanced. Although Calvinism
is accused of being a coldly intellectual system, it has
adopted as its statement ol personal religious commit-
ment: “My heart 1 offer to thee, O Lord, promptly and
sincerely.”  Its theological structure is a beautifully
balanced system in its presentation ol the whole counsel
ol God. TIts view of life and the world places man in
his proper relation to the whole of God’s world in all its
varying relationships.

This balance is the strength ol Calvinism. Tt
can also become its weakness because it de-
mands such broad vision, such perspective, such
insight that, unless we allow God's Spirit to
illumine us completely, we shall develop parts
that are dark. This calls for a high rate of candle
power. It demands of all students mental poise,
discerning judgment, penetrating analysis, and
charitable evaluations within our own academic
pesition.

C. Its Diffusion

A lamp, or a candle, or a torch is but a single
object, but from it there is radiated a force
which transcends the immediate. This force is
the diffusive property of light. This property ol
light is an integral part of Christ’s figure of
speech. It has important implications for spirit-
ual and academic life. One [ully illuminated
spiritually is, by virtue of that fact, a witness
cf the light. And this must also be true of the
academic life. I you have become a bearer of
the light, you will never be able to hide the fact
that you are Christian college-bred men and
women.

However, belore this compulsion to witness
and leadership can be effected, the light must
first touch the individual. The learning process
must, therelore, be a concern, first, of the indi-
vidual. In these days ol education of youth in
mass lots, and in which group counseling and
groupr dynamics become highly praised educa-
tional instrumentalities, it might be well to re-
mind ourselves that the individual must under-
stand his place in the world before he can make
that decision for his [ellow man. Blind leaders
of the blind are none other than those who have
lost, or perhaps never gained, their diffusive
power, owing to the [act that they themselves as
individuals were never illumined.

Torch and Trumpet, October - November, 1954

“Take heed, therefore, that the light which is in
thee be not darkness” is an admonition which our
Master places directly belore you. It is most appro-
priate that you be reminded ol this as you begin a ncw
academic year. Il you take the admonition seriously,
you will discover that there is a real place in a Christian
college education for campus life, lor then campus lile
and college education will have lost their disparity and
become one. The degree to which you prosecute this
admonition will be the measure ol your candle power.
It will display the intensity, the radiance, and the
dilfusiveness of the light that is within you.

Is this casting too great a responsibility upon you?

Not il you will acknowledge “the Lord is my light.”

Calvin Science Building
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“The Genius of Geneva’

Tlle Eruclition of
John Calvin

by A. MITCHELL HUNTER

I

ALvin did not owe his position
C in the world ol theology to any
superficial brilliance of attainment.
A contemporary Roman Catholic
scholar pronounced him the most
learned man of his generation.” The
profundity and comprehensiveness of
his erudition certainly does not ob-
trude itself, for he was the last man
to make a display of it. So much was
it a part ol himsell that he used it
with the same unconscious and nat-
ural ease as he wielded his mother-
tongue. He never made use ol his
knowledge more than was necessary
for the purpose he had in view or for
the proving of his point. To win a
scholar's reputation was not his am-
bition. All his acquisitions were
consecrated to the one master-aim ol
establishing what he believed to be
the truth of God. Only the student
who has followed to some extent in
the highways and bywsvs of his re
search and study recognizes and up-
preciates the depth and solidity of
the jeamning on which the plain and

simple structure of his work was
raised.
It may be said with confidence

that, if he was excelled in this or
that department of learning, he was
indisputably the master-mind of his
age in respect of the encyclopaedic
range of the subjects with which he
could deal as an expert. He moved
with equal ease and claimed equal
authority in exegesis, dogmatics, and

1. Calvin’s teacher and friend, Bucer, however,
regarded Peter Martyr as his cqual in dialectic
and perhaps his superior in learning, Inrgelv De-
cause of his unrivalled acquaintance with the
scholastic rabbis of the Middle Ages. Calvin
himself calls Martyr “le merveille de I'Ttalie.
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polemics, as well as in the more re-
stricted spheres ol ecclesiastical or-
ganization and civic legislation. One
feels that one is in contact with a
mind which insists on thoroughness
and accuracy in whatever department
of study it invades. Of course, given
the capacity, it was easier then to
master the whole realm of knowledge
with its limited extent, especially in
certain directions which now demand
specialism. No man is now capable
of so mastering the literature ol all
the provinces ol learning covered by
Calvin’s purview as to constitute Lim-
sell an authority in all alike. Never-
theless it required an intellect of pro-
digious capacity to compass even what
was included in the knowledge of
that day, and to have the whole of
it at instant command. The Greek
and Latin Fathers comprise a li-

brary by themselves which afford

Editorial Note

We are grateful to Dr. F. F. Bruce,
editor of The Evangelical Quarterly,
for permission to re-print this article
as it appeared in the July, 1446 issue
of his magazine.

It must be added that the publishers
of Terch and Trumpet must not be
understood as being in complete
agreement with every statement and
conclusion of this article, The reader
will note, for example, that the use
of the terms “humanist” and “theo-
logical bias™ is quite different from h2
editorial policies and attitudes of this
publication. We believe, howe. er, that
Dr. Hunter does furnish a worthwhile
description of the mental acuteness,
extensive learning and prodigious
complishments of John Calvin. There-
fore we offer it to our readers as
part of our effort to promote the
cause of Calvinism in the world,

study for a liletime to the ordinary
student. Comparatively recent as the
printing press was, its output of liter-
ature, mainly theological, was already
ol no small dimensions, and Calvin
seems to have kept himsell abreast ol
it. In the second edition of the Insti-
tutes (1589) he quotes one, Themisti-
us, whose work was only published in
1534.1 Few have lived who have com-
bined such powers as enabled Calvin
to do what he did when a Reman
Catholic priest with much adroit and
plausible display ol authorities made
a dangerous attack upon the Reform-
ed position; without preparation he
overwhelmed the adversary there and
then with a reply in which he poured
forth a torrent of quotations from
patristic and secular literature. Cal-
vin had not only read widely: he
had thought out the bearings, the
significance, and the organic relation-
ship ol what he had read.* It was all
pigeon-holed in his mind ready for
use when required, and in all the
controversial writings he published,
many ol them composed in such haste
as to allow him no time lor com-
plete verification ol reference and
quola[iml. he was never once ca ghl
tripping.

From what he permitted himsell
to say on various occasions, a f[alse
impression might easily be received
regarding his attitude to what is lab-
elled as secular or prolane knowledge.
Calvin neither deprecated its acqui-
sition nor deprecated its value. He
had none of the spirit of the Caliph
who is said to have destroyed the
library of Alexandria, justifying his
vandalism on the ground that, il what
it taught was in the Koran, then it
was not needed; and if it was not in
the Koran, it was likely to be mis-
chievous. Calvin began his career
as o humanist and he never ceased
to be one. He never repudiated the
studies ol his early years,
consigning their acquisitions to an

1. A copy of Sir Thomas More’s Lu
(Utopiae, cte.), published at Basle in 1563, was
recently sold, on the fly-leaf of which was the
mscription “Liser Jouaxs Carvin.” Calvin died
in 1504,

2. It was to

information re
of incorporating it

classical

tonbrationes

vin that Sleidan appled for
the Vaudois with the view
a history of religion and

the State un'er the Charles V., which
won an unrivalled i throuzh
eithty-four elitions, ated into
German, French, lish and

T
Scandinavian (Doumergue, 1T, 331 ff.).
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unvisited Iumber-room ol his brain,
Cicero joined with Augustine, Plautus
and Terence, alongside the reverend
and sainted Fathers, each making his
own contribution in the service of
Calvin’s purposes.! If the classics did
not edily the soul, they sharpened
and polished the wit and enabled it
to do its work better. “What is more
noble than man’s reason,” he asks?
“in which man excels other animals?
How richly deserving of honour are
the liberal sciences which polish man
so as to give him the dignity of true
humanity! Besides this, what distin-
guished and choice [ruits they pro-
duce!  Who would not extol with
the highest commendations civil pru-
dence, that is the science of laws (not
to speak of other things) by which
governments, principalities and king-
doms are maintained? Paul does
not expressly condemn either man's
natural perspicacity or wisdom ac-
quired from practice or experience,
or cultivation of mind attained [rom
learning; he declares that all this is
of nmo avail for acquiring spiritual
wisdom.” In these last words Calvin
sets us at the point ol view [rom which
he regards all non-Christian literature.
The knowledge ol it by itself is use-
less for the main end ol life. “Man,
with all his acuteness, is as stupid
for obtaining ol himsell a knowledge
of the mysteries of God, as an ass is
unqualified for understanding musical
harmonies”; and “a knowledge ol all
the sciences is mere smoke where the
heavenly science of Christ is wanting.”
Indeed, such knowledge may be used
to the degradation and prolanation of
the soul. “Without Christ,” he said,
“sciences in every department are
vain, though he should be conversant
with every branch of learning. Nay
more, we may alfirm this too, with
truth, that these choice gifts of God,
expertness of mind, acuteness ol
judgment, liberal sciences, and ac-
quaintance with languages, are in a
manner prolaned in every instance
in which they fall o the lot ol
wicked men.”

Calvin's first literary venture pro-
vides impressive illustration ol the

1. On Titus i. 12, Calvin infers from Paul's
quotation of Epimenides “that those are supersti-
tious » never venture to quote anything from
wuthors.  Since all truth is from Ged,
n: bas been aptly and truly said even
ous men, it ought not to be rejected, be-
cause it proceeded from God.”

2. Comm. 1 Cor. i. 20.

extent and thoroughuess ol his hu-
manist studies.,  Acting on the coun-
sel ol Erasmus given in his edition
ol Seneca, he edited that Stoic Philos-
opher’s treatise De Clementia, adding
voluminous commentary and notes.
It had no theological significance
(there are only three citations from
the Bible and these ol a merely inci-
dental sort); it was purely a produc-
tion ol a classical scholar enthusiastic-
ally expounding a favourite work.
In the course ol it, he quotes [rom
fifty-six Latin and twenty-two Greek
classical authors, referring to thirty-
three works ol Cicero (including his
letters), all che works of Horace, Virgil
and Ovid, five plays of Terence, the
epics of Homer, hall a dozen of the
principal works of Aristotle, and four
of Plato and of Plutarch. That he
had already roved beyond the classics
is proved by his quotations [rom
seven Fathers ol the Church. Besides
humanists of his own age, some ol
them obscure individuals like Colum-
ella and Rutilius Lupus. All this
by a young man ol twenty-three! As
Doumergue says, “the sureness of the
erudition equals its abundance, and
its minutencss equals its immensity.”

The tradition that he read through
Cicero once a year seems to have
no solid loundations but it at least
supplies additional evidence of his
well-known fondness for that author.
Certainly he did not get rid of his
ancient classics when the interests of
humanist scholarship gave place to
the aims ol religious and theological
leadership.!  The Irequent allusion
to passages in them (and he takes a
very evident delight in quoting them)

can scarcely be credited to his amazing
memory; in any case, what he treas-
ured in his memory he would not
expel [rom his bookshelves. He found
much in these works to illuminate
the strangeness and crookedness ol
human nature, and he did not scruple
to draw from them many proofs in
support of the views he took of the
facts and needs ol lile. Here were
witnesses without theological bias;
and were not the thoughts and per-
plexities ol these thinkers of old con-
fessions that constituted them human
documents of high value for the Chris-
tian philosopher? The eyes ol a Plato
might ruly report observations whose
real significance his mind might total-
ly misconceive.
ITI

But ol course it was to the study ol
Christian authors that Calvin primar-
ily gave himsell when once launched
upon his chosen work. Repudiating
the Roman Catholic Church, he did
not repudiate the Fathers who con-
tributed to its thought when its
stream was still relatively pure. He
fully appreciated the worth ol their
writings upon Scripture and doctrine,
moulders, as many of them were, ol
the theological thought which shaped
the creeds accepted by him as the
standards [or the Christian Church
of all time. To them he gave a wide
and thorough study. the [ruits of
which are continually in evidence.

i was a humanist before
and what he was at first,
His mind was the mind
s faith and conscience were
He had the clear reason and

1. “Calvin like Zw

he ne

those of
the open

sense of the humanist and the spiritu
of the Reformer were united” (Fairbairn in the
Cambridge Modern History).

in his own school.

. . It is in vain for any to reason as philosophers on the workman-
ship of the world, except those who, having been humbled by the
preaching of the Gospel, have learned to submit the whole of their
intellectual wisdom (as Paul expresses it) to the foolishness of the
cross, (I Cor. 1:21). Nothing shall we find, I say, above or below,
which can raise us up to God, until Christ shall have instructed us
Yet this cannot be done, unless we, having
emerged out of the lowest depths, are borne up above all heavens,
in the chariot of his cross, that there by faith we may apprehend those
things which the eye has never scen, the ear never heard, and which
far surpass our hearts and minds.

—Joun Carvin, Commentary

on the Book of Genesis, p. 63.
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JOHN CALVIN — Continued

“No Roman Catholic
with him twice in public debate.

champion

sought or dared to cross swords
It was fortunate that Protestant-

ism, in the controversies that had so much to do with shaping pub-
lic opinion and winning public sympathies, commanded the aid of
one who did not have his equal in combined knowledge and the

ability to use it.”

There are perhaps lew ol the patristic
classics to which he does not at onc
time or other make relerence. He
moves amongst them with the easc
ol mastery and an enviable readi-
ness of apposite quotation. Com-
paratively early in his career he pub-
licly evidenced such erudition that
Melanchthon, himsell a scholar of
[ront rank, gave him the title of “The
Theologian.”  No Roman Catholic
champion sought or dared o cross
swords with him twice in public de-
bate. He handled their own chosen
weapons with a skill with which not
even their greatest experts could com-
pete. It was fortunate that Protes-
tantism, in the controversies that had
so much to do with shaping public
opinion and winning public sympa-
thies, commanded the aid ol one who
did not have his equal in combined
knowledge and the ability to use it
He was always rcady to meet his
opponents on their own ground. In
one paragraph ol the Prelace to the
Institutes in which he deals with a
question whose scttlement is relerred
to the Fathers, he quotes successively:
Aetius, Ambrosius, Spiridion, Augus-
tine, Epiphanius, Chrysostom, Pope
Calixtus, Pope Gelasius, Cyprian, and
Paphnutius.! To the average student
of Church history, doubtless, not a
few of these names are unfamiliar if
not unknown. But Calvin did not,
for all that, regard them as negligible;
he knew that muskets have their
value as well as siege guns, and he
did not fail to equip himsell to meet
every cmergency and to drive home
every attack.

In regard to his knowledge ol
Greek and Latin, suffice it to say

1. Ci. alse Instif. 1V, esp. Chapter 7.
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that in spite ol depreciative asser-
tions, an impartial student ol his
commentaries cannot but admit that
he was more than adequately equip-
ped to deal authoritatively with the
originals ol both Old Testament and
New Testament. One who could
fearlessly join issue with such a schol-
ar as Erasmus would need te have
ample philological knowledge to sup-
port his views. It takes intimacy with
a language, that inside knowledgc
of it which is gained only through
penetrating deeply into its structure
and organism, to be able to discuss
the essential significance of doubtful
words as Calvin so [requently does
and to found on them doctrinal con-
clusions.!  He made it his business,
also, to consult the codices within his
reach in cases ol doubtful texts.®  All
this abundantly proves the ample
scholarly equipment and exact schol-
arly habits which he brought to his
responsible work.

v

To these items of his equipment
must be added his legal knowledge,
an element which played no small
or unimportant part in the varied
work he did.  After the repudiation
of his curacy, he was destined by his
father for a legal career, in which
doubtless he would have shone bril-
liantly only to disappear from the
firmament of [ame. He gives abun-
dant evidence ol having used to ex-
cellent purpose the time spent iu the
necessary qualilying studies of the
University of Paris. Nor did he aban-
don his interest in them or cease to

1. Cf. his dise
where he joins i
tax of the G

2. Ci. Comm,

sion of KEpi. @i, 4 in Comm,,
te with Erasmus over the syn-

k.
Phil. iii. 15, 16.

improve himsell therein after ex-
changing the wig lor the gown. Some
providential prophetic impulse led
him to take other courses of lectures
in the University of Orleans. The
result was that, like the great build-
ers and writers of the Western
Church,® he became as accomplished
a lawyer as he was a divine, and
brought the penectrating acumen and
judicial balance ol a mind trained
to the law’s subtleties both to the
review ol the Mosaic Code, the organ-
isation ol the infant Church, and the
reconstruction ol the economy of the
Genevan State. The tasks and re-
sponsibilities assigned to him by the
Genevan Councils evidence the con-
fidence reposed in his legal capacity
and the acknowledgment of his pos-
session of qualifications owned in the
same degree by no one ol the regular
legal fraternity. What a committee
of jurisconsults failed to do (the com-
pilation of a new legal Code for the
city), Calvin was entrusted with and
successfully  accomplished  single-
handed within a fortnight. He add-
ed to his legal fitness the originative
faculty which exalts the lawyer into
the statesman. Tt was to him, ton,
that the Councils appealed when deli-
cate political negotiations were in
progress, as in those with Berne in

3. “The great men who built up the Western
hurch were almost all trained Roman lawyers..
tullian, Cyprian egory the Great
were all men whose g had been that
of a Roman lawyer, a training which moulded

shaped all their thinking, whether theological
siastical. . . . They 1 the lawyer’s crav-
for exact nitions, had the lawyer's
idea that the primary duty laid upon them was
to enforce obedience to authority, whether that
authority exj ed it in external institutions
or in the pri e definitions of the correct ways
of thinking about spiritual truths. No branch of
Western C endom has been able to free itself
from the 1 cast upon it by these Roman
lawyers of the arly centuries of the Christian
Church” (Lindsay, History of the Reformation, i,
p. 168).
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connection with the interference of
that city’s Bailiff with the decisions of
Genevan courts.! The letters chal-
lenging their legal rights and vindi-
cating those of Geneva are in the
handwriting of the Reformer. Mat-
ters of such moment would not have
been entrusted to one towards whom
no little jealousy was manifested, un-
less the Government had been fully
convinced that the negotiations were
in safe hands.

Vv

It may be said with truth of Galvin
as it had been said of Augustine, that
he wrote more than another can well
read. His output indeed well deserves
Dominie Sampson's favorite epithet,
“Prodigious!” What survives in print
does not by any means comprise the
whole of his literary production. In
addition to what has survived there
is evidence that whole works from
his restless pen were lost during their
iransmission to friends for review.
Add to these the sheaves ol letters
destroyed or lost by their recipients,
which must have amounted to at least
as many as those which have been
preserved. From the time he took
up his pen to write the Institutes till
he laid it down eight hours before
he breathed his last, it was seldom
idle. He produced with that un-
failing, uniform rapidity which re-
minds one of the uncanny swiftness
with which Sir Walter Scott covered
sheet after sheet. Sometimes his
speed of composition amounted to
the superhuman; witness the elaborate
answer to Cardinal Sadolet (extend-
ing to forty-four quarto pages in the
English translation) thrown off in
one day, and the pamphlet against
Westphal in three. To his unfailing
flow of thought and easy command

1. When the Berncse seized upon several wil-
lages of the Genevese and neither side would accept
the decision of Basle, which was called in as arbi-
trator, Calvin was invited by both sides to arbi-
trate.

of appropriate language, he added
a memory which seemed to forget
nothing and had the power of in-
stantly summoning up all its re-
sources. Minute details came at his
call as promptly as important facts.
He could marshal dates, pertinent
examples, illustrative passages in
Church history, corroborative quota-
tions [rom the Fathers, useful con-
tributions from the classics, after an
ellortless fashion which provokes
wonder and excites envy. The con-
templation of his work and the man-
ner of it suggests comparison with
the miracle of the baby whom the
poet admiringly asks, How did you
come to be you? to be answered, God
thought of me and so T grew! Al-
most it was as il someone else thought
out Calvin's elfusions and used him
for their setting down.

But swiftly as he must have writ-
ten, to judge [rom the difficulty of
reading his MSS., he could not have
indited the total products of his in-
defatigable brain, had he not had
the aid of secretaries or amanuenses.
That post was no sinecure in relation
to such a man as he. With such
impetuosity and rush did he often
dictate that they could scarcely keep
up with him. One of them, Charles
de Joinvilliers, to whom Calvin lat-
terly dictated his letters, tells us that
in taking them down he was often
overcome with admiration at the
singular eloquence that he poured
forth.

With all allowances for his enor-
mous and constant readiness, no man
could have produced such a literary
output without an industry which
allowed few moments for recreation,
much less idleness. Like Talleyrand,
Napoleon, and other great men, he
had the advantage of being able to
do with little sleep, often not more
than four hours. Working late at
night, he was up at dawn and at his

desk with no more delay than was
occasioned by the devotions which
ever prelaced the day’s work. Doubt-
less he might have often said what
he once did in a letter to Farel, “Fare-
well, T have often already fallen
asleep, but cannot leave off writing.”f
Il we may believe Du Raimond, the
Roman Catholi¢ biographer, when
he was composing the Institutes he
[requently passed whole nights with-
out sleeping, as he did whole days
without eating. If Musculus may
justly compare him to a bow always
strung, it was not that he chose to be
in that condition. As his position
grew more commanding and his in-
[luence [arther reaching, burdens and
tasks were thrust upon him which he
could not evade or refuse. What-
ever ambition he may have had, i
was equalled by his peculiarly strong
and lively sense of responsibility.
Ever he lived as in his great Task-
master’s eye. The sudden coming of
the Lord was no mere figure of speech
to him.  When his inlirmities were
latterly sore upon him and he suf
fered headaches so severe that he
often lost consciousness, he was urged
to give up at least dictating and writ-
ing. “Would you that the Lord should
lind me idle when He comes?” was
the answer ol a man, more relentless
to himsell' than to any other. Dur-
ing his last illness he translated his
commentary on the last four books of
Moses, revised the translation of that
on the first book, composed his ex-
position of the book of Joshua, and
revised the greater part of his trans-
lations of the New Testament and
He ceased his
work, Beza tells us, only when his
voice failed him, eight hours before
his death. There was no rust on Cal-
vin’s mind or soul when he passed
hence, were they out;

annotations thereon.

nor worn

L. Letter, Feb. 26, 1540.

Calvin gained followers everywhere . . .

“By means of the men trained in his university; by means of his pattern of church government;
through his writings, foremost among which were his Institutes and his commentaries on the Bible;
and by means of his correspondence which he carried on with leading men in all European countries,
This man, who was simply a minister of the Gospel and
theological professor, acquired an influence which was and remains international in extent .
Calvin was the only international Reformer.”

—B. K. Kurper, The Church in History.

Torch and Trumpet, October - November, 1954
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rather they were bright and ellicient
as when first he plunged into the
press ol things from which he never
emerged. He left no work hall-done,
nothing incomplete; death did not
surprise him with loose ends in his
fingers. He gave his last compre-
hensive instructions and counsels as
though he were a prince going on a
journey who would leave all his al-
lairs in perfect order that they might
run smoothly until his return.

So driven was he by the demands
made upon him that he seldom had
leisure to revise his writings before
they went to the press. That wit-
nessedd not only 1o the resources ol
his fully furnished mind, but also to
the clearness with which he held his
regulative principles and normative
doctrines, and the nimbleness and
immediacy with which he could re-
late or apply them to every [resh sub-
ject of thought or study. Beza speaks
ol “his marvellous dexterity of mind
to seize upon the knotty point in
the argument and ability to develop
it.” He was greatly aided in the sav-
ing of time, which was so precious
to him, by a quality of mind which
is highly uncommon and might be
dangerous il it were not possessed in
great perfection. The work ol com-
position was subject to constant inter-
ruption—Calvin reserved no sacro-
sanct forenoons to himsell—but he
could take up an interrupted writing
and continue it just as though there
had been no break, without going
back on what he had written or dic-
tated. He could do the same on re-
suming in the morning at the point
at which he had left off the night
before. He never began a work which
he failed to carry through and com-
plete because of getting bogged by
the way—except once. It is on record
that his treatise on Offences is the
only one which he had to begin
several times and found himself fre-
quently unable to proceed with for
lack of the appropriate mood. Only
[our vears alter its inception did he
gain the right disposition for its com-
position, a consoling prool that even
he was not altogether exempt from the
exasperating conditions under which
more ordinary mortals carry on their
literary lahours.
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A Righteous Man Who Compromised

Abram dwelt in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelt in the cities of the
plain, and pitched his tent toward Sodom.” GENESIS 13:12.

Lot was a Righteous Man, but Covetous

Like Abraham, Lot was a believer in Jehovah, a person justified by faith.
2 Peter 2:6-8 shows this. He really was a child of God, though his conduct
often was sinful, selfish and worldly. He wanted not merely an honest
living, but a chance to be rich. He chose the fertile plain and left Abraham
the barren hills., Lot was chiefly concerned about financial success, Simi-
larly many Christians fall into the sin of coveting the world's riches and
treasures, to the injury of their own and their family's spivitual welfare.

Lot became a Resident of a Wicked City

Lot “pitched his tent toward Sodom,” overlocking the solemn fact stated
in Gen. 13: 13, “But the men of Sodom were wicked and sinners before
the Lord exceedingly.” Finally Lot gave up living in tents altogether and
we find him clear inside Sodom in a permanent dwelling. By a gradual
process, the companion of Abraham became a resident of Sodom. Many
Christians become “worldly,” not suddenly, but by a gradual process of
change. They lose their satisfaction in the companionship of God’s people,
and associate more and more with worldly and unsaved people.

Lot Permitted his Daughters to Marry Wicked Men

How like the people of Sodom Lot has become! Abraham refused ‘o
permit his son to marry one of the daughters of the land, but Lot sermed
to take no thought about such matters. In modern times we mizht blame
the daughters themselves for marrying ungodly men, but in those days
(as in the Orient today) marriages were arranged by the parents and for
a young person to marry without the parent’s consent was all but unheard
of. How many modern Christians commit this very sin of becoming un-
equally yoked together with unbelievers, ignoring the divine command “Be
ve separate” (2 Cor. 6:14-18), and how little concern there is about it in
many Christian circles!

God's Judgments Finally overtake the World

Though God had long patience with Sodom, it only grew worse, and so
finally had to be destroyed. In the destruction, only the righteous (be-
lievers) were saved, and there were not even ten of them in Sodom; there
were only four; ,Lot, his wife, and two daughters. As Sodom was de-
stroyed for sin, so one day God will destroy this wicked world for sin.
At that time only the righteous (believers in Christ) will be saved. All
others will be condemned in the judgment and punished in hell for all
eternity.

Salvation not Dependent on Character or Conduct

If salvation depended on character or conduct, Lot and his family would
have perished in Sodom. In many ways Lot had become like the people of
Sodom, as is shown by the conduct of Lot and his daughters after their
deliverance from Sodom. Yet Lot is called in Scripture *‘that righteous
man,” because of a righteousness not his own, a righteousness of God im-
puted or reckoned to him by God’s free grace, apart from his own works
or character. Lot was saved because he was a believer, not because he was
a good man. In his own life and character he had no goodness to com-
mend him to God. We can rest with assurance only in the perfect right-
eousness of Christ, in spite of the doctrine of “salvation by character”
which is prevalent today.

God Chastens Believers who Compromise with Sin

Lot wanted riches, and for a time it seemed that he would prosper
greatly, but in the end Lot left Sodom as a destitute refugee. He did not
lose life itself, but he lost all his wealth and property in the destruction of
Sodom. We who are believers in Christ cannot lose eternal life, but we can
our peace and joy, we can forfeit our reward and crown. Christ warns
us: “Hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown” (Rev.
3:11). God is holy and cannot disregard sin in his childven’s lives. Our
sins are all forgiven for Christ’s sake, but we may have to suffer God’s
chastening because of our trifling with sin. Lot’s wife had been warned
not to look back toward Sodom; she disobeyed this command, and was
turned to a pillar of salt. This does not necessarily mean that her soul
was eternally lost, for if she had not been a righteous person she would
hardly have been rescued from Sodom in the first place. But she did lose her
earthly life as a chastisement for sin and a warning to others to “remem-
ber Lot’s wife.” How many Christian’s look back with longing toward the
things of sin and of the world! — JoHANNES G. Vos
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Preparation for War!

Some Thoughts for
Armistice Day

(An abridgment of a chapel talk delivered at
Calvin College, November 11, 1953)

by LEONARD GREENWAY

HE FINAL volume in Winston

Churchill’s monumental account
of the Second World War carries
these words ol dedication in which
the theme of the volume is summar-
ized:

How the Greal Democracies
triumphed and so were able
to resume the follies which
had so nearly cost them their

life.

These read like the words of one
travelling without hope toward the
portals of doom.

Can it be that all the suffering,
the heartbreak and the sacrifice in
that Global Conflict were poured
out merely te alford us another op-
portunity to go on in the way of
folly? What a horrible thought! And
what a contemplation on this partic-
ular day, November 11, Armistice
Day, when some of us here in chapel
can recall what happened 85 years
ago. That war ended that prepara-
tions might commence for the next
struggle. And the next struggle end-
ed, says Churchill, so that we might
resume the follies which had so near-
ly annihilated us.

Is it any wonder that people are
asking in desperation, Where is there
something that can stand up against
all this? Where is there a technique,
a perspective, a category of thought,

that can serve to disentangle us [rom
these [ollies which repeatedly ensnare
We have moved [rom the A
Bomb to the H Bomb. What will
the 1, ], K Bombs be like?

us?

The International Review of Dip-
lomatic and Political Science gives
us the following official figures on
what the Second World War cost:
Over 21 million men killed in battle.

Over 15 million women, children,
and old people killed in air raids.

Over 29 million people wounded,
mutilated, or incapacitated for
work.

Over 21 million lost their homes
through air raids.

Over 40 million were evacuated, de-
ported or interned.

Over 25 million homes were reduced
to ashes.

It is in such a context ol catastro-
phe that you young people are matur-
ing. Exactly what the future holds
for you cannot be foreseen. But God
He has the last
word because he is the [irst word.
Your Christian education is the best
preparation, indeed, the only satis-
factory preparation, for that kind ol
service in which God will be honored
for what he is, and life will be ex-
pldited for what it is.

holds the future.

A basic tenet in our Christian edu-
cational philosophy is that the people
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who have their citizenship in heaven
generally prove to be the best citizens
on earth. There is no tyranny that
can [inally prevail against the “man
of God” whom the apostle Paul de-
scribes as “complete, furnished com-
pletely unto every good work.” Cen-
turies before Paul wrote those words
the Psalmist anticipated them when
in Psalm 143:10 he prayed, “Teach
me to do thy will; for thou art my
God: Thy Spirit is good; lead me in
the land ol uprightness.”

There is the real man, the loyal
citizen. He knows how to move oul
into life horizontally, and to do it
effectively, because there is first in
his life the vertical, covenantal direc-
tion. He will live uprightly, yes, he
passionately desires to do so, as an
individual, as a parent, as a citizen,
as a participant in social action, only
because he has flirst acknowledged,
“thou art my God.” A schooling that
stresses this covenantal direction is
Put
this where you will never forget it:

the true preparation for life.

Unless we have within us that which
is everlastingly above us, we simply
do not know what to do with that
which is round about us.

Only then will we find the confi-
dence which the psalmist reflects in
that great song of the Church:

Blest be the Lord, my rock, my might.
My constant Helper in the fight,

My shicld, my righteousness,

My strong high tower, my Saviour truc.
Who doth my enemies subdue,

My shelter in distress.

Lord, bow Thy heavens, in might descend,
Touch Thou the hills, the mountains rend,
And they shall smoke and flame;

As arrows send Thy lightnings out

To put Thy enemies to rout,

And fill Thy foes with shame,

Now I will sing a glad new song,

Thy praise, O God, I will prolong,

For Thou hast heard my prayer;
Salvation Thou dost give to kings,

Thy own dost keep, with sheltering wings,
From hurtful sword and snare.

(Psalter Hymnal of the
Christian Reformed Church, p. 336)
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I. The Issues Involved

The Question of Woman
Sufferage n {'}16 Cl’lUI‘Cl’l

THE ISSUES INVOLVED

HOULD our women receive the right
S to vote at Congregational Meet-
ings?

This question has been belore our
Christian Reformed churches the past
few years; olficially ever since 1947.
Classis Muskegon overtured the Synod
ol that year “to study further the
question ol the proper function of
the Congregational Meeting among
our ecclesiastical and to
properly delineate the authority ol
that assembly with a view to the
solving ol the problem of allowing
women members to vote in Congrega-
tional Meetings.”

assemblies

Synod decided in harmony with the
Muskegon overture and appointed a
committee to study this malter.

This committee reported to the
Synod of 1950. The findings, tenta-
tive conclusions, and advice of the
study committee may be [ound in
the Synodical Acts of 1950 pages
267-280. In harmony with the recom-
mendations of the committee, Synod
of 1950 decided to ask the advice ol
the next Reformed Ecumenical Synod.
Our Synod suggested that advice from
the Ecumenical Synod should especial-
ly concern the nature and authority
of Congregational Meetings in our
Reformed system ol church govern-
ment, and that it should include an
exegetical study of all Scripture pas-
sages which have bearing on the ques-
tion at hand.
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by MARTIN MONSMA

The Ecumenical Synod of 1953,
meeting at Edinburgh, Scotland, com-
plied in part with the request of our
Synod, in that it adopted an expres-
sion on the question of women suf-
frage in the churches. This advice
reached Reformed
Synod this past summer. Our Synod
appointed a committee to study the
report of 1950, together with the ad-
the Reformed Ecumenical
Synod, and to come with recom-
mendations to “one ol our early
Synods. (Study committees have two

our Christian

vice ol

years at their disposal, but they may
report at the very next Synod.)

Having been requested to write on
this very important subject for Torch

EDITORIAL NOTE

With this article Prof. Martin
Monsma of Calvin Theological
Seminary addresses himself to a
problem of eurrent interest in the
Christian Reformed denomination.
Unlike many churches, the Chris-
tian Reformed Church has usually
allowed only the male communicant
members to vote at the congrega-
tional meetings.

We welcome the Rev. Mr. Mon-
sma as a contributor to Torch and
Tirumpet, believing that his knowl-
edge and experience as pastor and
teacher will insure a competent
statement of this problem and its
solution,

and Trumpet, 1 shall not at this time
seek to present whatever views I per-
sonally may have on the subject. In
the first place, because 1 would want
to study some of the issues involved
more thoroughly before formulating
my personal conclusions, and in the
second place, Synod appointed me to
the committee which is to study this
whole question and which is to advise
our churches regarding this matter.
For me to go into print at this time
regarding this subject, attempting
anything like a [linal formulation
would surely be unwise and prema-
ture.

I shall rather try o reproduce the
issues involved objectively. "That may
help a bit to promote study, reflec-
tion, and discussion on this subject.
Study, reflection, and discussion are
highly desirable on this and all
weighty matters which concern the
life ol our churches and the promo-
tion of God’s Kingdom.

The mandate which the Synod ol
1947 gave the study committee ap-
pointed by it included particularly
two matters. A delineation of the
nature and authority of Congrega-
tional Mectings, and a study of the
guestion ol women suffrage at our
Clongregational Meetings.

Why should Synod of 1947 include
a study of the nature and authority
of Congregational Meetings in its
charge to a study committee? The
answer to his question is near at hand.
For the answer to the question wheth-
er or not our women should vote
and take part in the activities at our
Congregational Meetings stands close-
ly related to this other question: what
are our Congregational Meetings?
Are they essentially governing in
character, or are they merely advisory
in character? When our men discuss
various issues at Congregational Meet-
ings and vote on these issues, then
are they merely expressing their opin-
ions and are they advising the Con-
sistory, or do these gatherings reach
certain decisions which have binding
significance and according to which
the Consistory must take certain ac-
tions?

If decisions reached at Congrega-
tional Meetings are really no more
than advice then it cannot be said
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that il our women should speak and
vote at these meetings, that they are
exercising a measure ol governmental
authority. If, on the other hand, de-
cisions  reached ar  Congregational
Meetings are more than advice, more
than an expression ol opinion on
the part of the congregation lor the
benefit of the Consistory: il these de-
cisions are binding and authoritative,
then it follows that our women, tak-
ing part in these meetings, would be
exercising governmental authority in
and for the church of Jesus Christ.
The assumption, it should be noted,
is that the men, according 1o the
Bible, may help to govern the church-
es, but not the women. Whether or
not this assumption is correct, is an-
other question; that question we are
not now considering. 1 merely call
this assumption to the reader’s at-
tention to indicate why the question
of the nature and authority of Con-
gregational Meetings comes to the
fore as a prior question, as soon as
we seek to answer our [irst question,
i.e., may our women vote at Congre-
gational Meetings?

Now the study committee of 1947
pointed out that the generally accept-
ed opinion in our circles has been
that our Congregational Meetings
are not authoritative, but advisory in
character. Not the congregation but
the Consistory, is the ruling body of
the church.

In favor ol this position the com-
mittee just referred to calls attention
to statements by Dr. F. L. Rutgers,
Kerkvechterlijke Adviezen 1, p. 159;
11, p. 169, and Prof. Wm. Heyns,
Kerkvecht en Kybernetiek, p. 288,
and Handbook for Elders and Dea-
cons, pp. 180-183. The committee
also points out that Art. 29 of the
Church Order mentions the govern-
ing assemblies which we maintain and
acknowledge. The article does not
mention Congregational Meetings.
Moreover. the Church Order repeat-
edly speaks of matters which are to
be submitted to the congregation lor
its approbation. (cf. Art. 4, 5, and
22) The Church Order uses the word
approbation, not decision.

The study committee however came
to the conclusion that the traditional
position cannot be maintained. It

took the position that our Congrega-
tional Meetings are governmental in
character and not merely advisory.

Here are the arguments of the
Committee in brief summary: “The
Creeds attribute more than advis-
ory power to the congregation.
The answer to question 84 ol the
Heidelberg Catechism speaks ol the
office-bearers as “those who are ap-
pointed by the church.”  Art. 31
ol the Conlession ol Faith speaks ol
Elders and Deacons chosen “by a
lawful election by the chuwreh.”

The Form [or the Ordination ol
Elders and Deacons speaks of these
oflice-bearers as “lawfully called of
God’s church.”

Art. 22 ol the Church Order speaks
ol nominees heing presented, “to the
congregation for election.” and ol the
one-hall of the nominees “clhosen by
i

A model set of Articles ol Incorpor-
ation, sanctioned by our Synod of
1926, contains statements such as the
lollowing, “. . . no such purchase, sale
or conveyance, mortgage, lease, or fiv-
ing ol salaries shall be made unless
the affirmative vote of a majority of
the members of this church organiza-

+

tion, ol which said trustees, are offi-
cers, shall first be obtained at a meet-
ing of such members ol this church
or congregation present and entitled
to vote. . ..”

Certain authorities in the feld of
Relormed church government attrib-
ute more than an advisory voice
to the congregation. They attribute
governmental authority to certain de-
cisions reached at  Congregational
Meetings.  Voetius, 1589-1676, the
outstanding authority regarding Re-
formed church polity, so the commit-
tee found, considered participation
in the election of office-bearers as be-
longing to the governmental author-
ity of the church. Pol. Eccle. (I, pp.
33, 225.) The committee gives the
following translation of one of his
statements:  “Whether this or that
person is chosen, directly, by the
membership or indirectly through the
consistory, it certainly is true that
ruling power is imparted to the indi-
vidual through a lawful election by
the members ol the congregation”
(Pol. Ecele. 1, p. 228).

Prof. H. Bouwman, Prof. S. Grey-
danus, and others, as members of a
Synodical Committee for the Re-
formed Churches of the Netherlands
in the year 1930, made the following

. if we wish to keep the Christianity which teaches salvation
by faith in Jesus Christ, we are shut up to a doctrine of the in-
spiration of the Bible. Taking it in respect to the relations of the
Old and New Testaments to each other, taking it as a whole whose
parts are organic to each other and the whole, there is no way of
denying its inspiration which does not put its leading doctrines in
jeopardy. Let us look then at the Bible as an organic whole; follow
the trend of the Old Testament teaching along the level path of
history, into the byways of precept, story and epigram, up the
slopes of prophetic vision, and on to the mountain tops of religious
agpiration. For this is the Bible's way. It speaks in didactic nar-
rative, persuades by fervid argument, soars in lofty verse, and
sings in a melody that stirs the deepest feelings of our being. All
that the prophets foretold is fulfilled in the New Testament, all
the hopes they fostered are realized in it. The Incarnation crowns
the great story of divine fellowship with men; and the New Tes-
tament message is a commission and command to preach the gospel
of salvation to a perishing world.

— Frawncrs L. Patron

Torch and Trumpet, October - November, 1954
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