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The Lie of the Antichrist Rev. Wybren  
Oord

“Who is the liar? It is the man who denies that Jesus is the 
Christ. Such a man is the antichrist—he denies the Father and 
the Son.”

   — 1 John 2:22

W
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     ho is this child whose birth we celebrate 
     this month? Who is Jesus Christ? It is 
evident that the names Jesus and Christ have 
somehow become fused together in our 
thinking today. We have become so familiar 
with placing these two names together that we 
may think that Jesus is the first name of the 
one born in Nazareth so long ago, and Christ 
is his last name. The word Christ, however, is 
not a name. It is a title. It is a Greek word that 
means the same as the Hebrew word Messiah. 
Both of those words translated into the English 
mean “the Anointed.”
So the word Christ does not refer to the last 
name of the child born in Bethlehem. Instead, 
it refers to the work that the child was to 
accomplish while he was here on earth. John 
used the name Christ in reference to the office 
that Jesus fulfilled. Jesus is the Anointed One, 
the Christ.

Anointed for Work
We read about the anointed servant of 
Jehovah in Isaiah 61. The one sent by 
God declares “The Spirit of the Lord 
God is upon Me, because the Lord 
has anointed Me” (v.1). In Isaiah, 
the One anointed has received the 
anointing in order to do a specific 
work:

The Lord has anointed Me

To preach good tidings to the poor.

He has sent Me to heal the 
brokenhearted,

To proclaim liberty to the captives,

And the opening of the prison to those 
who are bound,

To proclaim the acceptable year of the 
Lord. 

 —Isaiah 61:1–2

When Jesus began his ministry, 
he went to the synagogue in his 
hometown of Nazareth and quoted 
from this very familiar passage. How 
well the Israelites knew this part of 
Isaiah. It told of the coming of a great 
and powerful Messiah, the rebuilding 
of the city of Jerusalem, and a new 
kingdom of Israel with a new king who 
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would be a great warrior like David 
and have the wisdom of Solomon. 
Isaiah 61 was a great prophecy that 
told of Israel once more being the 
exceptional nation she once had been.

After quoting only the portion that 
deals with the anointing, Jesus rolls 
up the scroll and says, “Today this 
Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing” 
(Luke 4:21). Jesus was declaring at 
the beginning of His ministry that 
Jehovah, the almighty God, had 
anointed Him to proclaim the gospel. 
Jesus of Nazareth was announcing 
himself as the one God anointed to 
give release to the captives and to 
bind up the brokenhearted. This was 
his appointed work.

This passage makes clear that the 
baby named Jesus, born to Mary in 
a stable in Bethlehem, is the long-
ago prophesied-about Anointed One. 
He is the one whom Isaiah saw 725 
years before the angels sang over 
Bethlehem’s hillside and before the 
star directed the wise men to come 
and adore him.

Jesus of Nazareth is the Christ—the 
Anointed One. He is named Jesus 
because, as the angel announced to 
Joseph, “He will save His people from 

their sins” (Matt. 1:21). That was to be 
the work of the Messiah, the Christ, 
the Anointed One. He would save His 
people from their sins.

The great heart of the Christian 
proclamation is that Jesus, the baby 
human born in Bethlehem who grew 
up and lived in Nazareth, who walked 
among the multitudes, spoke the 
Sermon on the Mount, performed 
miracles, and told parables is the 
long-awaited Christ—the Messiah.

In John 4, after Jesus talks with a 
Samaritan woman, she says, “I know 
that Messiah is coming (who is called 
Christ). When He comes, He will tell 
us all things.” Jesus responds to her: “I 
who speak to you am He” (vv. 25–26). 
Again, Jesus declared, “I am the long-
awaited Christ.” He declared Himself 
to be the Anointed One, the Christ.

Jesus is the prophet, priest, and king 
sent by God to save his people from 
their sins. Jesus spoke the word of 
God as a prophet. He gave instruction 
for the way of salvation, saying, “I am 
the way, the truth, and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through 
Me” (John 14:6).

Anointed as God’s priest, Jesus is 
able to cleanse you from all your sin 
because he has made the once-for-all 

sacrifice for your sin upon the cross 
of Calvary. Anointed as king, he is to 
rule in your life. He was anointed to 
defend you in the battle against your 
greatest enemy, Satan.

Desperate Distortions
The devil hates this truth more than 
anything else: Jesus of Nazareth is 
the Christ—your prophet, priest, and 
king who reconciles you to the Most 
High God. The devil is constantly 
exerting every wicked scheme, every 
evil strategy, every clever ruse he 
can come up with to distort this 
basic truth of the Christian message. 
The Christian church’s history 
demonstrates how the devil has tried 
to distort the fundamental truth of 
the gospel by twisting it so that it 
appears to be something else. 

John addressed one of the early forms 
of this lie in his epistle as well as in the 
gospel he wrote. It was the teaching 
that Jesus was but a mere man upon 
whom the anointing came. The claim 
was that Jesus of Nazareth became 
the Anointed One when the “Christ-
Spirit” descended upon him at his 
baptism.

Somehow the “Christ-Spirit” 
descended upon an ordinary man 
and enabled him to do all kinds of 

The Christ

The Messiah The Anointed One
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miracles, have great spiritual insight, 
and speak great and wonderful 
parables and sermons. But he was still 
just an ordinary man. Proponents 
of this idea went on to argue that 
this same spirit that entered Jesus at 
baptism left him at the cross so that 
Jesus—the man—died. Jesus was 
buried as Jesus the man, no longer the 
Christ.

Our goal in life, under this false 
teaching, is that we are to come 
into contact with this Christ-Spirit 
who is available to us all. We really 
have nothing to do, then, with the 
historical Jesus but instead seek the 
Christ-Spirit.

That was only one of the heresies 
being taught in John’s day that he 
writes against. It is one of the heresies 
that is still with us today as Satan tries 
to lure us away from the importance 
of the incarnation—the Son of God 
coming to earth for the salvation of 
God’s people.

John says very simply, “That’s a lie!” 
According to such teaching, Jesus 
is not the Christ anticipated by the 
prophets; he only possessed the 
Christ. Put in modern-day terms, 
“The force was with him.”

This teaching denies completely the 
incarnation. The conception by the 
Holy Spirit, the virgin birth, and 
the resurrection are of no concern 
whatsoever. It denies our need for 
one to save us who is very God of very 
God. It denies what John tells us in his 
gospel: that “the Word became flesh 
and dwelt among us” (John 1:14).

Those who hold these false views 
teach that all these stories are just 
myths, incredible ornaments that 
have been added to the life of Jesus to 
make the story more attractive and to 
make a superstitious culture of years 
ago believe that Jesus was some type 
of supernatural being. Jesus was but 
a natural human being like you and 
me. John says, “That is a lie.” It is a 
teaching that is brought to you by the 
father of all lies.

Why is that so important? Why must 
we believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Anointed One? John explains it in one 
very simple verse: “Who is the liar? It 
is the man who denies that Jesus is the 
Christ. Such a man is the antichrist—
he denies the Father and the Son”  
(1 John 2:22).

To deny Jesus as the Christ is to deny 
something far greater. To deny Jesus 

as the one anointed by the Father, sent 
by him to save his people from their 
sins, anointed to preach good news to 
the poor and to set the prisoner free 
is to deny the Father and the Son. It 
is to deny the relationship that they 
have with each other. Such a denial 
opens the door to all kinds of heresy 
and twisting of the truth.

First, the significance of the anointing 
means the Father sent the Son. To deny 
this truth can bring about the view 
that the First Person of the Trinity is 
a terribly angry God filled with wrath 
ready to destroy this creation and 
that the Second Person of the Trinity 
came to appease that wrath. This false 
teaching claims that God the Son 
came on his own initiative instead 
of being sent by that hating, angry 
Jehovah of the Old Testament.

Anytime time this teaching rears its 
ugly head, you are to remember these 
words: “For God so loved the world 
that He gave His only begotten Son” 
(John 3:16). That does not sound like 
a hating God, does it? John reminds 
us, very early in his gospel, that the 
First Person of the Trinity sent his 
Son into this world to die for our sins.

The Anointed One

Precious
Savior

Prophet
Priest King
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The salvation of the human race 
was not something thought up by 
the Second Person of the Trinity. He 
didn’t just sneak out of the house, as 
it were, and ransom his own life in 
order to please the Father and make 
him happy with us. No, the Lord 
God anointed him to proclaim the 
favorable year of the Lord. The Father 
anointed him to set us free from the 
prison of sin that we find ourselves 
in. The Father anointed him to open 
our once blind eyes to the way of 
salvation that his Christ has provided 
for us through his death on the cross. 
Through the Anointed One we are 
set free, not from the tyranny of the 
Father but from the tyranny of the 
devil.

Second, Jesus is the Anointed One. 
This certainly goes against the 
claims that there is more than one 
way to salvation. How often this 
misconception is being proclaimed 
today—even within some Reformed 
circles! No, it is not a “misconception,” 
but, as John would put it—how this 
lie is being proclaimed today. It is the 
lie of the antichrist to say that there is 
a way to God’s throne other than Jesus 
the Christ. Jesus is the way anointed, 
appointed, and declared by the Father 
to be the way unto salvation. Who 
else did God the Father anoint? N o 
one!

Third, Jesus has already accomplished 
the task. How do you know about the 
love of God? That is not something 
that we can come up with on our 
own. It is not something you will 
find expressed in general revelation. 
Certainly, a person can see God’s 

wisdom and power in creation. 
Analyze the structure of anything 
in this creation, and you will be 
amazed at the absolute incredible 
wisdom of the God who has put it all 
together. More and more scientists 
are becoming aware that this creation 
is too fantastic, too structured, too 
grand and great to just have evolved 
that way.

But where can you find the love of 
God? Will you find it by looking 
through the microscope or the 
telescope? How big is it? How small is 
it? How can you know?

It is through him who is the Christ. 
As prophet, He has proclaimed it to 
you. As priest, He has demonstrated 
it to you through his sacrifice. He 
has accomplished salvation for you 
through his death and resurrection. 
As king, he has defeated Satan. Do 
you want to know how great the love 
of God is? Look to Jesus. Look to the 
one God sent to Bethlehem so many 
years ago. Look to the cross. Look 
to the work that child in the manger 
accomplished at Golgotha. He has 
fulfilled the work that he was anointed 
to accomplish.

When a person denies that Jesus is 
the Christ who was anointed by God 
to save him from his sin, he shuts 
himself off from the possibility of ever 
knowing the love of God the Father. 
He cannot experience it because he 
has rejected the fundamental truth 
that Jesus is the Christ. That is exactly 
why the devil so vehemently attacks 
the truth that Jesus is the Messiah 
sent from God.

The devil does not care if you believe 
in a historical Jesus. He does not care 
if you acknowledge that Jesus died 
on the cross. He really does not care 
what you think about Jesus, as long as 
you do not acknowledge him as the 
Christ—your Christ, anointed by the 
Father to save you from your sin and 
bring you back into the Father’s love 
where you will have fellowship with 
Him. Only with Jesus as your Christ 
can your joy be complete.

The devil is no playful little kitten that 
may leave a scratch on you every now 
and then. He is a roaring lion seeking 
whom he may devour. He goes right 
for the jugular vein. Those devilish, 
diabolical heresies that appear over 
and over throughout history have 
only one goal in mind, and that is to 
destroy the very heart of the Christian 
message.

These are not trivialities or 
insignificant differences. These 
are brought upon the church as a 
deliberate attack to get you out of the 
church of Jesus Christ, to get you to 
relax in the warfare, and to get you to 
deny that Jesus is the Christ.

Satan does not want you to have 
fellowship with the Father. That was 
John’s whole purpose in writing 
this epistle—so that you can have 
fellowship with the Father ( see 1 
John 1:3–4). That comes only through 
the One God has anointed to restore 
you into his fellowship. That is what 
the Second Person of the Holy Trinity 
was anointed to do. That is why he 
came into the world so many years 
ago. That is why we celebrate His 
coming on Christmas day. To Him be 
all glory and praise!

 
Rev. Wybren Oord  
is the co-pastor of Trinity 
United Reformed Church in 
Lethbridge, AB, and the editor 
of The Outlook.

Do you want to know how great the love of 
God is? Look to Jesus. Look to the one God sent 
to Bethlehem so many years ago. Look to the 
cross. Look to the work that child in the manger 
accomplished at Golgotha. He has fulfilled the 
work that he was anointed to accomplish. 
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ometimes epochal events in history can infuse 
ordinary words with new meaning. Take, for example, 
two words that have become ubiquitous on bumper 
stickers, shirts, hats, and other memorabilia over the 
last ten years: “never forget.”

These words immediately evoke memories of the 
September 11 terror attacks. They serve as a rallying 
cry to keep fresh not only the memory of 9/11 but 
also the response of humanitarianism and national 
goodwill that followed. Two words can say a lot.

It is not surprising that one of the simplest messages 
of the Bible is remember. And it is not surprising that 
word crystallizes a dominant theme in the book of 
Deuteronomy; it is used more times there than in any 
other Bible book except the Psalms.

The book of Deuteronomy is a record of the last 
words that God spoke through Moses to the people 
of Israel before they entered into the Promised Land. 
In chapter 8, God reminds the people that they were 
about to receive land for which they had not worked. 
God was giving the people “a good land, a land of 
brooks of water, of fountains and springs, that flow out 
of valleys and hills; a land of wheat and barley, of vines 
and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive oil and 
honey; a land in which [the people] would eat bread 
without scarcity, in which [they] would lack nothing; a 
land whose stones are iron and out of whose hills [the 
people could] dig copper” (vv. 7–9). All of this would 
be a gift from God.

Being infinitely wise, God knew how easy it would be 
for the Israelites to forget him once their ship came in. 
So he warned them as they stood on the cusp of the 
Promised Land: “Never forget!” This three-thousand-
year-old warning to remember God is especially 
applicable to us this Thanksgiving season. The whole 
point, after all, of Thanksgiving Day is to help us 
“never forget.”

Reason to Give Thanks
After enumerating the blessings the Israelites are 
about to receive, God gives this instruction: “When 

you have eaten and are full, then you shall bless the 
Lord your God” (v. 10). If Deuteronomy 8 applies to 
anyone today, it is to residents of North America. On a 
purely physical level, America is the land flowing with 
milk and honey. Yes, there are many in our country 
who live on less. But when we compare the state of 
America’s poor with the plight of the world’s poor, we 
get the point. We have eaten and are full!

It is no coincidence that America continues to be the 
world’s immigration destination of choice. In 2005 
there were 38.4 million immigrants living in America. 
The country hosting the second most immigrants 
in that year, Russia, had less than one-third of that 
number. In 2006 immigrants in America sent more 
than forty-two billion dollars back to their home 
countries, again, three times the amount of the next 
highest amount immigrants in Saudi Arabia sent back 
to their home countries. Despite the recent economic 
downturn, the U.S. still ranked near the top of the 
2010 Human Development Index, which measures 
and ranks life expectancy, literacy, education, and 
standards of living for countries worldwide.

When it comes to gauging our prosperity, the proof of 
the pudding is in the eating. This Thanksgiving Day, 
according to the American Council on Exercise, the 
average American will consume 3,000 calories and 
229 grams of fat—more than many people from other 
countries take in over several days. We have eaten and 
are full!

Are we not in the same position as the Israelites of old? 
Sometimes the greatest roadblock to giving thanks is 
a failure to acknowledge what we have to be thankful 
for. Take a moment to take inventory of your blessings. 
Put yourself into the context of Deuteronomy 8.

 

Blessing the Lord on a Full Stomach: 
Learning What It Means to Never Forget

Rev. William 
Boekestein

“Do not forget the
       Lord your God

“
S



Another roadblock to thanksgiving is 
a failure to recognize its importance 
and the dangers of forgetfulness. That 
is why God follows up his instructions 
for thanksgiving with these words: 
“Beware, that you do not forget” (v. 
11, emphasis added).

Warning Not to Forget
Warning signs don’t always serve to 
reveal unknown dangers. Sometimes 
they function to reinforce an 
appreciation for known dangers. 
Recently, my wife and I were driving 
on a serpentine road along the edge 
of a cliff. We knew it was important 
to pay attention to the road, but the 
occasional warning signs helped keep 
us alert.

We are so prone to forget the source 
of our blessings. It is too easy for us 
to forget how atrocious ingratitude is. 
We need to be warned.

The “beware” of verse 11 is given real 
teeth in verse 19. “If you by any means 
forget the Lord your God, and follow 
other gods, and serve them and 
worship them, I testify against you 
this day that you shall surely perish.” 
Of course the Israelites did forget 
God. They did serve false gods and 
worship idols. And God did destroy 
them. They were sent into exile, 
and their wealth was consumed in 
conquest. In light of this, Paul’s words 
in 1 Corinthians 10 should arrest our 
attention: “Now these things became 
our examples, to the intent that we 
should not lust after evil things as 
they also lusted . . . [These things] 
were written for our admonition, 
upon whom the ends of the ages have 
come (vv. 6,11). Are we heeding the 
example? Or have we forgotten?

According to a recent article in 
SmartMoney magazine, “The 
prosperity enjoyed in America 
over the years is a direct result of 
a commitment to capitalism . . . In 

America, success has been earned, 
not taken or given away.” I think 
we understand what the writer is 
saying in advocating capitalism over 
socialism or communism. Still, it’s 
a bold statement that sounds a lot 
like God’s complaint against the 
ungrateful person who says, “My 
power and the might of my hand have 
gained me this wealth” (v. 17).

Is money, affluence, and reputation 
the religion of this country? Coming 
closer to home, are they expressions 
of the secret religion of our hearts? 
How often do we pat ourselves on the 
back and say, “I’m really something”? 
Do we not forget the Lord? Do our 
prayers reveal our gratitude or our 
greed? God says, “Beware that you do 
not forget me.”

But what does thanksgiving look 
like?” Verse 11 answers this question.

How to Give Thanks
God tells us how to give thanks 
by describing those who don’t. 
Those who forget him neglect “His 
commandments, His judgments, and 
His statutes.” Conversely, God says 
that we demonstrate thankful hearts 
by obeying his voice (Deut. 8:20). 
Obedience shows where the heart is; 
it is the evidence of faith (James 2:18).

Keeping God’s law is not to be confused 
with legalism. Jesus condemned the 
legalism of the Pharisees, who gave 
the impression of obedience only to 
mask the corruption that flourished 
within (Matt. 23:25–26) and who 
made the commands of men into 
doctrine (Matt. 15:9).

One of the marks of a Christian is a 
desire to serve God according to his 
Word. This means that we submit 
ourselves to God’s Word so that it can 
rebuke our sins, show us the right way 
to live, and train us in righteousness 
(2 Tim. 3:16). Those who remember 
the Lord submit to his Word saying, 
“Not my will but thine be done.”

Far from reducing true religion to a 
contractual relationship of works, 
Deuteronomy 8 actually exalts the 
glories of God’s grace. He says to 
his people, “I am going to bless you 
beyond your wildest imaginations, 
indeed, well beyond your deserving. 
True obedience is the overflow of 
a heart that has been flooded with 
amazement of and appreciation 
for the Lord’s goodness. A truly 
obedient, thankful person realizes 
that his works could never satisfy a 
contractual relationship between him 
and God.

Isn’t there still a danger inherent in 
gracious giving? We’ve all heard that 
if you don’t work for something it 
won’t be important to you. Sometimes 
parents are reluctant to give things 
to their children for fear they won’t 
value the gift. There is a risk in giving. 
That’s the point that God makes in 
Deuteronomy 8. Thankfully, this is a 
risk God is willing to take.

Everything we have is a gift from him. 
You didn’t build up your business by 
your own skill and sweat; God gave 
you success. You aren’t praiseworthy 
because you are intelligent; your 
wisdom is a gift that God has given 
you in order that you might faintly 
reflect him. Don’t think too highly 
of your morality; God has worked 
through you every good thing you 
have ever done (Heb. 13:20–21).

He has given us so much. Most 
importantly he has given us his own 
dear Son. We didn’t earn Christ’s 
righteousness. We didn’t even get 
him because we chose him. He was 
given to us (Gal. 2:20). Now he says 
to us, especially in this Thanksgiving 
season, “Do not forget the Lord your 
God” (v. 11).
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The last bond between the Christian 
and Christ’s Church that article 28 
presents to us is separation. This may 
sound counterintuitive: How can we 
form a godly bond out of separation? 
An illustration from everyday life 
answers this question. 

Perhaps you are friends with your 
unbelieving neighbors. Occasionally 
you are at each other’s homes for 
coffee and dinner; your children play 
with their children. You are at times 
uneasy about this relationship, but 
you endeavor to show love for them 
and even witness to them from time 
to time. For though they do not walk 
with the Lord, you believe that being 
a friend with a worldly person is not 
the same thing as having friendship 
with the world (James 4:4).

Imagine that one day you hear 
something unpleasant about this 
couple. It turns out that they are going 
through a divorce because one of them 
has committed adultery. Though this 
greatly saddens you, you reason to 
yourself that this does not mean that 
you have to stop being their friend. 
Perhaps you can guide them through 
this difficult time. Nothing you say 
or do, however, has any effect on the 
couple. Over time the offended party 
leaves the home, and the divorce 
is finalized. Shortly afterward you 
realize that someone has moved in 

The Bond between the Christian and 
Christ’s Church (6), Article 28

Rev. Daniel  
Kok  

with the adulterous party. A new love 
is in the picture.

You face a difficult decision: though 
you want to continue to witness to 
your neighbors, you are no longer 
comfortable being in their home. 
You believe that to do so would be to 
ignore, if not countenance, the sin of 
the broken marriage vow. You are also 
concerned about how their lifestyle 
will affect your children.

Is this not in essence the same 
issue with our bond to local 
congregations—that sometimes in 
order to hold to a godly bond that 
pleases the Lord a person must make 
a kind of separation from a church 
body? Article 28 explains that we 
must leave or disassociate with those 
who do not really belong to a holy 
congregation of Christ. Of course 
article 29 tells us what the attributes 
of a true church are and how to 
distinguish it from a false church, but 
de Bres makes it clear in this article 
that when a church does not maintain 
the minimum1 of what makes a 
church a church, we must leave.

This is something that we cannot 
take lightly or do haphazardly. We 
do well to consider the seriousness 
of this separation by contrasting it 
with some of the more superficial 
reasons some people have left their 

home church. Maybe some member 
of your congregation has offended 
you, or he or she simply rubs you 
the wrong way. It would be easier if 
that member left the church, but it 
does not appear that this will ever 
happen. Perhaps you should leave; 
that would solve everything. Yet it 
does not appear that you have any 
biblical grounds for doing so: it is 
not “according to the Word of God.” 
In this case, unless the person should 
be subject to church discipline for a 
grievous offense, you will have to live 
with him or her. Even better, you have 
to love this member and serve him or 
her as Jesus commanded, as we saw in 
the last article.

Others dislike the pastor. Others note 
that another church in town has better 
programs for their children, and still 
another complains about the music. 
There are a myriad of other unbiblical 
reasons professing Christians set 
their heart against the congregation 
that they are a part of, even if they 
have taken vows to be members in 
all due submission, as we saw in the 
fourth article.

So what does de Bres mean when he 
says it is the duty of all believers to 
separate themselves from those who 
are not part of Christ’s church? Let 
us consider the historical context. 
There were some who internally 

Part 6“And that this may be the more effectually observed, it is the duty of all 
believers, according to the Word of God, to separate themselves from 
all who do not belong to the Church, and to join themselves to this 
congregation wheresoever God has established it.”

—Belgic Confession, Article 28
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sympathized with the cause of the 
Reformed churches but were not all 
members of that body. Essentially, de 
Bres was calling professing Protestants 
to leave the Roman Catholic Church 
and be joined with their true brothers 
and sisters: to “come out from among 
them and be separate,” for it had 
become a corrupted and idolatrous 
temple (2 Cor. 6:17).

Of course to do so was, in many cases, 
quite literally to take your life in your 
hands. As de Bres also wrote in article 
28, Christ demands this separation, 
“even though the magistrates and 
edicts of princes were against it, yea, 
though they should suffer death or 
any other corporal punishment.” 
Thus de Bres sealed his own fate with 
the writing of this confession, daring 
to classify the Roman communion a 
false church and making it a duty for 
true Christians2 in the Lowlands to 
join the Reformed church.

How does this apply to us today? If we 
are not facing persecution from a false 
church for leaving her midst (though 

that could and still does happen in 
our time), what ought we to make 
of de Bres’ statement? Consider the 
principle: is it not a matter of concern 
for you and your family’s spiritual 
life? As we saw with the illustration, 
there is more at stake than keeping 
up a relationship that will, inevitably, 
bring you to harm if not put you in 
harm’s way.

So Isaiah counsels God’s people: “O 
house of Jacob, come and let us walk 
in the light of the Lord. For You 
have forsaken Your people, the house 
of Jacob, because they are filled with 
eastern ways” (Isa. 2:5 –6). Note here 
that separation begins with God: 
He had forsaken his people for their 
idolatry. What business, then, would 
a godly Israelite have with those who 
practiced such things? The prophet 
later says: “Sever yourselves from 
such a man, whose breath is in his 
nostrils; for of what account is he?” 
(v. 22). Obviously the circumstances 
were different at this time; until God 
said otherwise, the church was bound 

to the land of Israel, and, as such, a 
faithful believer had to stay in the 
land and bear with the corruption of 
the church to the extent that he would 
live among them. But essentially he 
was to consider himself separate.

Christ said something similar to 
His disciples, warning them that the 
leaders of the synagogues would judge 
them and throw them into jail. Many 
of these churches or local assemblies 
could become or be considered 
synagogues of Satan, not God (Rev. 
2:9; 3:9). And even a congregation 
that is a lampstand could be spat 
out of the mouth of the Lord for her 
persistent unfaithfulness (Rev. 3:16).

In addition, many of the early 
disciples’ family members hated 
them, as our Lord said He came to set 
them against one another. All of this 
happened within the church—within 
the midst of those who professed faith 
in the God of Israel but were divided 
about the one who claimed to be the 
promised Messiah.

Above all, then, separation is a matter 
of Christ’s lordship. It is to assert 
the scriptural truth of the headship 
of Christ over his body, the church. 
Thus, when a church has separated 
herself from Christ, she ought to be 
considered dead. “If we deny Him, 
He also will deny us” (2 Tim. 2:12). 
In this we see that the bond between 
the Christian and Christ is stronger 
than the bond between a Christian 
and those who only profess to believe 
Jesus but in reality deny Him.

In all these situations, God was 
judging His people. And it is apparent 
that He will no longer bless a church 
body with His special presence when 
she has become false to Him. A friend 
once told me about a denomination 
he served in where there was concern 
about the blatantly unbiblical attitude 
in her midst. A colleague of his said 
he was worried that one day he would 
wake up and find that the Spirit was 
moving somewhere else, that his 
church, which once was a river that 
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flowed, bringing life everywhere it 
went, was now just a dry bed in the 
midst of a desert. The question is this: 
Why are God’s people still there when 
God Himself is not present?

Of course many will be offended when 
we take this stand. But this separation 
is not because we are better or more 
righteous than others, nor may it be 
because we think that is the case. 
Nor is it because those who choose 
to remain behind are automatically 
false brothers, even as de Bres did not 
condemn his contemporaries who 
remained in the Roman Church but 
rather patiently called them to leave it. 
Rather, it is because God commands 
it of us, and thus it is a righteous thing 
to do.

In this series we have stressed the 
relationship between the individual 
Christian and the local church. Here 
we end on what appears to be a 
contradictory note. But it isn’t. Our 
confession states that when a person 
separates from those who do not 
belong to Christ’s “holy congregation,” 
he must, in turn, “join [himself] to 
this congregation” (emphasis added). 
Thus the importance of Christ’s 
church for the Christian continues, 
even in the midst of turmoil and 
trouble. It is to believe what Christ 
promises: “the gates of Hades shall 
not prevail against it.” Despite all her 
difficulties, errors, and sins, she is still 
His precious possession. Let us believe 
that is so and act accordingly by being 
faithful members of that church 
“wheresoever God has established it.”
 
1. All churches could or should be more pure 
than they are. What is at stake is not so much 
the level of a church’s purity but whether it 
possesses purity at all as defined by the three 
marks (article 29). 

2. See the third paragraph of article 29 for de 
Bres’ definition of a true Christian. 



How do you know an apple 
tree is an apple tree? It seems like a 
silly question to ask. The answer is, 
obviously, because it produces apples. 
You see the result: apples on its 
branches. But what if someone were to 
tie some apples to a pear tree? Would 
that make the pear tree an apple tree? 
Of course not! While it may appear to 
be an apple tree because of the fruit it 
bears, it remains a pear tree.

So it must also be with the Christian. 
The person who has been grafted into 
Christ will seek to do the will of God. 
Jesus said, “If you love Me, keep My 
commandments” (John 14:15). The 
commandments require two things 
of us: love for God and love for one 
another, and in verse 9 Paul writes, 
“Let love be without hypocrisy.” Such 
love must be sincere and not a façade. 
The church-going person must not 
simply pretend to love. As Christians, 
we have been transformed to live 
lives that are renewed by the power of 
God’s love in us. Such love spurs us 
on to love others and offer ourselves 
up as living sacrifices of thankfulness 
to the Lord.

After telling us that our love is to be 
sincere, Paul begins the last half of 
Romans 12 by giving instructions 
regarding how we are to show our 

love to fellow Christians (vv. 9–13). 
He concludes the chapter by telling 
us how we are to behave toward the 
enemies of God (vv. 14–21). In each 
case, we are to surrender ourselves to 
God, seeking to do his good, pleasing, 
and perfect will (v. 2).

Unfortunately, in our totally depraved 
state, we do not know how to love 
properly. Left to ourselves we would 
seek our own good, loving only with 
ulterior motives. How particular 
situations affect our lives would 
determine our actions. For example, 
because we are good church-going 
people, we would oppose abortion on 
every front. But for many Christians, 
abortion suddenly becomes an option 
when they are confronted with a 
severely deformed or handicapped 
child in the womb or their fourteen-
year-old daughter tells them that she 
is pregnant. “That’s different!” comes 
the cry. I remember a few decades 
ago talking with a minister who 
had once been opposed to women 
in ecclesiastical office. Suddenly he 
changed his view and spoke in favor 
of opening all the offices in the church 
to women. When he was asked what 
had changed, his reply was simple: 
“My daughter wants to be a minister.”

Fortunately, God gives clear 

instruction as to what his will is in his 
Word. The Bible is clear about what 
God desires of those whom he has 
called out of the world and set apart to 
be his own. The law of love is detailed 
for us in the Ten Commandments. In 
very black-and-white terms, God tells 
us how we are to love him and our 
neighbors. Too often, we paint issues 
gray as we try to adapt the law to our 
desires.

Love for Our Brethren
The opening verses of this part of 
Romans concentrate largely on the 
love that we are to show our brothers 
and sisters in Christ: “Be  kindly 
affectionate to one another with 
brotherly love, in honor giving 
preference to one another; not lagging 
in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving 
the Lord; rejoicing in hope, patient in 
tribulation, continuing steadfastly in 
prayer;  distributing to the needs of 
the saints, given to hospitality” (vv. 
10–13). That is always the believer’s 
first responsibility. How can we show 
our love toward those who disagree 
with us if we cannot show it toward 
those who are in fellowship with us? 

Christians must love God’s people 
because God loves them. Such love 
must be expressed regardless of 
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social, economic, racial, or character 
differences that may exist between 
fellow Christians. We love them 
because they are chosen by the Father, 
redeemed by the Son, and indwelt 
by the Holy Spirit. This love is to be 
exercised in our attitudes, deeds, and 
words.

God’s people are called to love one 
another and at the same time be 
uncompromising in keeping our 
spiritual fervor as we seek to serve 
the Lord. We promote that which 
is good in our neighbor and seek to 
correct him gently when he falls. This 
is not always easy, as we are apt to 
have disagreements with one another. 
When those disagreements are in 
conflict with God’s Word, we must 
be uncompromising in our desire to 
correct our erring brother or sister in 
Christ. When differences are based 
on traditions, cultures, and the like, 
we should be willing to compromise 
or accept those differences. When we 
are the victim of another Christian’s 
ill behavior, we must forgive them 
because God has forgiven them.

One way to determine if our love 
is sincere is to gauge our response 
to a fellow Christian’s success. Can 
we sincerely rejoice when a brother 
or sister in Christ prospers, gets 
a promotion, or receives some 
recognition for work accomplished? 
Are we genuinely happy when 
someone announces an engagement, 
the birth of a healthy child, or 
celebrates a milestone in life? Perhaps, 
instead, jealousy creeps in and 
prevents us from sincerely rejoicing 
with them and congratulating them 
on their happy occasion. 

Love for Our Enemies
After encouraging us to love our 
fellow believers, Paul moves on to 
how we ought to treat those who do 
us ill: “Bless those who persecute 
you; bless and do not curse” (v. 14). 
He knew that Christians do not live 
isolated from this sinful world but are 
part of it. And he knew that the world 
would hate those who believe in Jesus 
Christ. The scope of our Christian 
love, however, is not limited only to 
our fellow believers. In this passage, 
Paul stresses a proper attitude 
toward those who hate and persecute 
Christians. To support his argument, 
Paul quotes from the Old Testament 
books of Deuteronomy and Proverbs:

“Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says 
the Lord. Therefore, “If your enemy is 
hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give 
him a drink; for in so doing you will 
heap coals of fire on his head.” Do not 
be overcome by evil, but overcome 
evil with good. (vv. 19–21)

Instead of treating our malefactors 
with contempt and seeking revenge, 
we are to repay their evil with 
expressions of goodness.

Christians cannot justify returning 
evil for evil. That is the spirit of the 
world and the tendency of our old 
nature. By doing evil in response to 
evil, however, we become objects of 
evil once again. Evil remains forever 
evil and wrong is always wrong no 
matter how great the provocation 
may have been or how noble the cause 
may be. It is never permissible to sin 
in retaliation for another person’s sin. 
Then we are no better than those who 
have sinned against us. If, instead, the 
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Christian returns good for evil, the 
world will recognize the excellence of 
his conduct and may thereby be won 
over to Christ.

Vengeance is not only in conflict with 
God’s law of love, but it is exclusively 
the prerogative of God. It is His to 
avenge. The believer need never fear 
that justice will not prevail when he 
is wronged. God will take care of it. 
It is, then, in very good hands! In 
addition, the task of the Christian is 
never to even the score but to express 
a kindness, thereby heaping coals 
of burning fire on his head. Such 
kindness ought to perplex the mind 
of the persecutor so that he may begin 
to question his evil motives. The love 
of God the believer displays in spite 
of hardship may open avenues of 
ministry.

When living in peace with all people 
becomes impossible, the fault should 
not be on the side of the Christian. 
While we should not take the law into 
our own hands, this does not mean 
that the Christian can never pursue 
justice. Our legal system has allowed 
for times when petitioners can seek 

restitution when they are treated in 
an unfair manner. This is never to 
be done for the sake of vengeance. 
Our courts are full of people who 
have filed spectacular and outlandish 
lawsuits. However, when a person 
works to feed his family and does not 
get paid for his labors, he does have 
a right to use the means available to 
him to get what is rightfully his. It 
becomes wrong when we seek more 
than what is rightly ours.

Love in the Church
Within the church abides a great 
variety of people who are at various 
stages in their lives and Christian 
walk. Each individual has his own 
likes and dislikes, his own joys 
and burdens, and his own way of 
expressing himself. An old Dutch 
proverb translated to English says, 
“Every house has its own cross.” A 
dear retired friend often reminds me 
that there is a heartache in every pew. 
As Christians, we are to rejoice with 
those who rejoice and weep with those 
who weep (v. 15). This is not just a pat 
on the back or expressing sympathy to 
a hurting brother or sister. We are to 
empathize with them and share with 

them the comfort of Christ. Our eyes 
and ears must be open to visible and 
hidden needs. When we detect a need, 
we must respond with generosity and 
hospitality that comes from the heart.

Also, within the church of Jesus 
Christ there is a great variety. There 
are different worship styles, different 
songs, and different traditions. 
Often when I hear people complain 
about a church, they complain over 
nonessential issues—a screen in 
the sanctuary, a praise team, the 
songbook, or the times the Lord’s 
Supper is celebrated.

Instead of getting bogged down in 
these differences, the true church of 
Jesus Christ must focus on the calling 
she has been given. Our one goal 
must not be that every church does 
everything the same way. The church’s 
calling is to proclaim Christ and him 
crucified; to lead one another toward 
spiritual growth; and to spread the 
glorious gospel message. In this we 
must be forever united! By doing 
this in a loving manner we seek to 
exemplify the love that the Father has 
shown to us.

     
       Points to Ponder and Discuss

1. Must we love all people in the same way—both friends and enemies of Christ?

2. Why are rules and regulations necessary to exercise love as God has instructed us?

3. What are “situation ethics”? Have you or someone you know fallen prey to this kind of thinking? How?

4. How are we to settle differences among fellow believers?

5. Is the love we are to have for others limited to those within our own religious circles?

6. How are we to treat those who persecute us?

7. Can the believer ever pursue vengeance?

8. What does it mean to “be of the same mind”?

9. How can we overcome evil with good?
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Most commentaries on Romans 
13 delve into the question of why 
Paul would suddenly enter into a 
discussion on civil government. 
Several commentators believe the 
opening verses of this chapter reflect 
Paul’s desire to visit Rome and his 
personal experience with Roman 
officials up to the time of his writing 
this epistle. They argue that if Paul 
had penned this letter in later years, 
when the persecution of Christians 
became more pronounced, he may 
have written a more tempered view of 
government.

We should not, however, read a 
naïve optimism in Paul’s writing in 
which he assumes all is right with 
the world. Paul writes as a follower 
of Jesus Christ who was tortured and 
crucified by Roman authorities after 
their legal system had declared him 
innocent. Paul had earlier declared all 
people would bow before Jesus (Phil. 
2:10). Certainly he would not expect 
slavish, unconditional obedience to 
human rulers.

In the first century, the newly 
established church was in a rather 
precarious position within the Roman 
Empire. The Jews were regarded 
as troublemakers, and followers of 
Jesus Christ were considered to be a 
subgroup of the Jews. The political 
climate was quickly changing in 
Rome. Nero had already been in 

power for three years when Paul 
wrote his letter to the church in that 
city. Nero’s perversity would soon 
be revealed to the world. Christians 
living in Rome may have already 
become alarmed by some of Nero’s 
hostile activities toward the Jews and 
Christians.

The exhortation that Paul gives to 
believers to submit to those placed in 
authority over them came to a fast-
changing world for new believers. It 
followed fast on the heels of Paul’s 
teaching that Christians are to love 
their enemies and leave vengeance to 
God. The words of this chapter, then, 
were meant to be a general guide for 
all Christians throughout the ages. 
First, in verse 1, Paul gives the reason 
for submitting to authority in negative 
terms: “there is no authority except 
from God”; and then in positive 
terms: “the authorities that exist are 
appointed by God.”

The Role of Government
After God created the world, He filled 
it and gave purpose to each thing 
He created. He established certain 
institutions that would remain until 
the end of time—marriage, with 
Adam and Eve, and then, as they 
began to subdue the earth and fill 
it, government. When governments 
establish laws and promote justice, 
they honor God’s purpose for them. 
Paul does not enter into a discussion 
as to which form of government is 
best. Any form of government is 
better than anarchy and demands 

our support. Government, according 
to Paul, is a gift from God. God gives 
it to us as a necessity of life because 
of the presence of sin in the human 
race. It is to be held in esteem. God 
does not permit every individual 
to do what may seem right in his 
own eyes. Society is preserved from 
anarchy and ruin by the power 
the authorities receive from God. 
Because of this, Paul took a radical 
approach to government. Whereas 
the Jews were encouraged to remain 
separate and distinct from the culture 
around them, Paul urged believers 
to engage in public life and support 
the government as an institution 
established by God.

The role of the government is 
the prevention of anarchy and 
lawlessness. It should provide 
protection for those under its rule. To 
resist such powers would bring about 
rightful punishment from those who 
are ordained by God to keep law 
and order. This does not necessarily 
mean that the methods by which 
they have gained their positions are 
matters of indifference to God. For 
us, obedience to those in authority 
over us is required as long as they stay 
within the position God has placed 
them.

The Christian need not live in fear of 
the government. And yet we often do. 
That is made clear in a very simple 
way: when you drive down the road 
and a police car comes into view, 
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do you automatically slow down? I 
know I do. The sanctification process 
has not yet reached my right foot. 
Even when I know I am going the 
speed limit, if I see a police car I 
automatically take my foot off the 
gas pedal and check my speed. Even 
if I have the cruise control set at the 
speed limit, I step on the brakes to 
slow down. One minister friend tells 
me he has an “automatic reflex” of 
putting a Bible on his dashboard 
when he sees a policeman just in 
case he gets pulled over.

Yet those who do 
what is right 
h a v e 

nothing to fear. The government 
will praise those who do good and 
encourage them to continue in 
their exemplary conduct. Christians 
should be the first in line to receive 
such accolades as they strive to live a 
godly life. We should appreciate the 
blessings of a well-ordered society 
and support the government, praying 
that the Lord will guide rulers to 
govern properly. Government is not 
an evil to be endured, but a blessing 

from God.

Civil Disobedience
The Old Testament prophets often 
cried out to God when Israel failed to 
carry out the justice that was required 
of her. Frequently they warned the 
kings of Israel that God would punish 
them when they did not provide for 
the widow or the orphan. God would 
do the same to them as he did to the 
pagan nations that disobeyed him if 
they failed to exercise justice in the 
land. When the people did what was 
right in their own eyes, God would 
march in enemy troops who would 
enslave the Israelites.

While Paul does not give 
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       Points to Ponder and Discuss

1. Why does Paul say that Christians should submit to authority?

2. List some places in the Bible where people disobeyed the government.

3. Can we ever rebel against those placed in authority over us?

4. Do you agree or disagree with the following statements. Why?

a. Acts 4:19 contradicts Romans 13:1.

b. According to Romans 13, it is wrong to smuggle Bibles into foreign countries.

c. A corrupt government is still God’s government and ought to be obeyed.

d. Even a bad government is better than no government.

5. What is the mandate God gives to governments?

6. Are there times when you fear those who rule over you?

7. Does Romans 13:4 speak in favor of capital punishment?

8. How can we show respect or disrespect for God in the way we talk about (or pray for) our government?

any exceptions to the general rule 
of civil obedience, there are times 
when governments fail to perform 
the purpose for which they were 
ordained. Governments may even 
command their citizens to do things 
God forbids or pass laws disallowing 
citizens from doing that which is 
commanded by God.

Peter and John faced such a 
government when they were told 
they were no longer permitted to 
speak the name of Jesus. They replied, 
“Whether it is right in the sight of 
God to listen to you more than to 
God, you judge” (Acts 4:19). There 
will be times when Caesar conflicts 
with Christ, demanding that he 
be worshiped rather than the one 
true God. Then Christians must 
disobey as did Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego, who refused to bow 
before the image the king had built 
(Daniel 3). In both the Old and the 
New Testament examples of civil 
disobedience, those involved did 

not speak ill of the government. In 
addition, while they obeyed God 
in their civil disobedience, they 
were willing to face the penalties for 
disobeying the government.

The sword was meant to be a symbol of 
authority. Since the common method 
of inflicting capital punishment was 
decapitation by means of the sword, 
those bearing the sword had the right 
to carry out the sentence of life and 
death. The government’s misuse of 
or refusal to use the sword are both 
contrary to the will of God. The one 
leads to tyranny; the other to anarchy. 
Neither provide the good protection 
that God intends.

Often, because of corruption within 
government, Christians are tempted 
to neglect their duties to the state. 
Paul, who lived during the era of the 
tyrannical Roman government, called 
on his readers to support those in 
authority over them by paying taxes 
and revenue. He goes beyond that 
by telling Christians that our debt 
to government includes showing 

respect to those who hold the power 
of life and death in their hands and 
honoring those who are in position of 
leadership.

As followers of the Prince of Peace, 
we should never resort to violence 
as a means for overthrowing 
a government. Such behavior 
contradicts our Savior’s basic message 
of love for one another—including 
our enemies. Earthly authorities may, 
at times, behave poorly. We are to trust 
that even when they do, our heavenly 
King will use them to accomplish His 
purposes. We are to uphold them in 
prayer and ask God to lead them in 
a way that brings glory to His name.
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Past generations had 
heroes—in part because 
there were more heroes 
to be had. This was 

back in the day when astronauts 
walked the earth (and moon!), when 
baseball players stayed married to 
one woman (most of the time), and 
when being a politician meant you 
were serving your country rather 
than being served (with some 
exceptions).

Young people don’t have heroes 
anymore—or least not as many. And 
often the people they want to be like 
are anything but heroic. Our athletes 
cheat, our politicians get caught 
having affairs, and our movie stars 
go to rehab when they aren’t working. 
There are lots of exceptions, of 
course, but you get the general idea.

I might be wrong, but I don’t think the 
shallow hero pool is the only reason 
youth don’t have heroes like they 
used to. I’m persuaded that young 
people don’t have as much interest, 
in general, in seeking out people to 
follow. And this is a problem.

Young people are smarter than they 
used to be—at least, that’s what they 
often think. Don’t know the answer 
to a question? Hold on, let me Google 
that. You’ve got information literally 
at your fingertips. Unlike previous 
generations, you can learn almost 
anything in a matter of minutes with 
the simple click of a mouse.

Anything, that is, except wisdom.

That you can’t Google. You can learn 
how to change a tire on YouTube, find 
out the migration habits of Canadian 

waterfowl on Wikipedia (whose 
trustworthiness is questionable), or 
compare the world religions by doing 
a quick search. But the Internet 
can’t show you what it means to be 
a loving, caring husband or wife. 
Google can’t teach you how to 
show forgiveness or what Christian 
maturity looks like in real life. Surfing 
the Internet won’t provide you with a 
living, breathing, tangible example 
of how to deal with suffering or how 
to love your local church. Knowledge 
and wisdom are not the same things, 
which is why I believing mentoring is 
indispensable. My purpose in this 
edition of “ The Next Generation” is 
to educate you about the practice of 
mentoring and then to exhort you to 
seek out mentors.

WISDOM?

Rev. Michael J. 
SchoutBe Mentored!

The Next Generation 
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But first, a personal anecdote: I’m 
writing as one who has been the 
beneficiary of many mentors. In fact, 
I continue to be mentored by several 
men. It really started in high school, 
when in God’s providence I was 
cared for by my youth leader. Beyond 
the usual group

interactions, I would meet with him 
individually to be discipled. I would 
spend time in his home.

I watched him care for his wife. I 
saw him balance a full-time job 
as an engineer with his callings 
in the home and in the church. In 
other words, I spent time with him. 
Intentional time. And it was one of 
the best things I’ve ever done. So I’ve 
chosen to write about mentoring not 
only because I think it’s sadly lacking 
in today’s youth culture, but also 
because it has meant (and continues 
to mean) a lot to me personally.

Biblical Warrant

Although no Bible index or 
concordance includes the word 
mentoring, its practice plays a 
prominent role throughout the 
Scriptures. The word mentor means 
“a wise and trusted counselor or 
teacher.”

To start, we might turn to Moses and 
the influence of his father-in-law, 
Jethro, in Exodus 18. As the newly 
appointed and anointed leader of 
God’s people, Moses already had a 
full plate. People were coming to him 
with their problems. He was both 
their counselor and judge.

Yet Jethro, being older and wiser, 
cautioned Moses that he could not 
continue at this level of work. Major 
burnout was on the horizon. His 
advice was to find God-fearing men 
to help carry the load, to bear the 
burden. And so it went. And Moses 
was the better for it.

The principle here is worth noting. 
Moses, while not young in age, 
was young at leading. Sometimes 
new leaders think they have all the 
answers and can do all things. Yet 
Moses listened to the counsel of his 

mentor. We need teachers who will 
instill wisdom into our lives, in part 
because we have blind spots and 
often think too highly of ourselves.

Maybe this is a good place to 
mention your parents. I’ll have more 
to say about finding mentors inside 
the church, but don’t forget that 
your parents, assuming they love 
Christ, have been placed over you to 
instruct and guide you. I recently had 
a conversation with a man in his

seventies who, when he reflected on 
the past, joked that his parents got 
a whole lot smarter the older he got. 
Sometimes in our teenage years, 
we think we’re smarter than Mom 
and Dad. But the older we get, the 
smarter they become. (Actually, they 
were always the smart ones. You 
just didn’t see it then.) Of course, 
parents make mistakes. But they 
can often see what you can’t. As 
Solomon teaches:

My son, keep your father’s 
commands

And do not forsake the law of  
your mother.

Bind them continually upon  
your heart;

Tie them around your neck.

When you roam, they will lead you;

When you sleep, they will keep you;

And when you awake, they will  
speak with you.

For the commandment is a lamp,

And the law a light;

Reproofs of instruction are  
the way of life. 

(Prov. 6:20–23)

The New Testament emphasizes the 
importance of mentoring and being 
mentored even more than the Old. 
Jesus spent three years with a group 

of twelve men. And what was he 
doing? Equipping them to lead the 
church when he was gone. It was 
Christ who said, “If anyone desires to 
come after Me, let him deny himself, 
and take up his cross, and follow 
Me” (Matt. 16:24–26). Surely our 
Savior was more than an example, 
but he wasn’t less.

But perhaps the apostle Paul gets 
the award for talking the most about 
mentoring. It was Paul who said, 
“Follow my example, as I follow 
the example of Christ” (1 Cor. 11:1). 
Again, in his letter to the Philippians, 
he says, “Brethren, join in following 
my example, and note those who so 
walk, as you have us for a pattern” 
(Phil. 3:17). Later he writes, “The 
things which you learned and 
received and heard and saw in me, 
these do, and the God of peace will 
be with you” (Phil 4:9).

And how could I not make mention of 
entire letters written to Timothy and 
Titus, Paul’s young pupils in gospel 
ministry, in which he exhorts them 
to remember his leadership and 
teaching as well as his example of 
suffering for the sake of the gospel.

Finally, Paul’s co-laborer to the 
Jews, Peter, exhorts the elders to be 
“examples to the flock” (1 Peter 5:3). 
Of the many responsibilities of your 
elders, serving as mentors is among 
the most important.

As you can clearly see, the Word of 
God testifies to the importance of 
mentoring and being mentored as 
one of the primary means of growth 
in the Christian life. Here’s the 
reality: you are following somebody. 
The question isn’t a matter of if, but 
who.

Practical Application
Having considered the biblical 
warrant for this practice, I want to 
conclude by suggesting a number 
of ways to make this a reality. (As an 
aside, make sure you’re listening for 
the “so what” of sermons, lessons, 
and studies, and pray that your 
pastors, teachers, and youth leaders 

{
{
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would build the appropriate bridges 
between the ancient context and 
your own).

First and foremost, mentors are 
sought more than they seek. Most 
older and wiser people are not going 
to offer themselves but would gladly 
(and humbly) agree to spend time 
with you.

I currently meet with a former 
missionary who is currently a pastor 
every month for an hour or two over 
coffee. And I can assure you, he didn’t 
approach me; I approached him. He 
is too humble to offer his services, 
which is one of the reasons I asked 
him to mentor me. He confessed 
that before our first meeting he had 
to Google (even adults do it!) the 
word mentor, because he didn’t 
exactly know what he was getting 
himself into. We’ve met for almost a 
year now, and while we don’t follow 
a particular script other than talking 
and praying, it’s been incredibly 
sweet fellowship. He’s the kind of 
guy I just like being around. Which 
leads me to my next tip.

Look for people you want to be like. 
The Bible puts no age requirement 
on this. For some of you, this means 
finding people in your youth group or 
school that you respect. Spend time 
with them. Who we associate with is 

huge, especially in our developing 
years. Friends will rub off on you one 
way or another! Make sure those 
friends are pointing you to Christ and 
giving you a good example to follow.

Maybe this means spending more 
time with your Grandpa or Grandma. 
Perhaps it means asking your youth 
leader if he would be willing to get 
coffee some day after school (you 
heard it here first: they’d be tickled 
to!). My wife meets monthly with a 
friend from our church whom she 
enjoys, respects, and can learn a 
lot from. Her friend is only a little bit 
older than she is. Age is not always 
the issue. The goal is growth.

My third suggestion is to look for 
people right around you. Start in 
your local church. This is, after all, 
your spiritual family. In my opinion, 
one of the weaknesses of the 
Reformed church community is that 
we don’t take discipleship seriously 
enough. We need more older 
women teaching younger women 
and older men teaching the younger 
men as the apostle Paul writes in 
Titus 2:1–5:

But as for you, speak the things which 
are proper for sound doctrine: that 
the older men be sober, reverent, 
temperate, sound in faith, in love, in 
patience; the older women likewise, 
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that they be reverent in behavior, 
not slanderers, not given to much 
wine, teachers of good things—that 
they admonish the young women 
to love their husbands, to love their 
children, to be discreet, chaste, 
homemakers, good, obedient to 
their own husbands, that the word of 
God may not be blasphemed.

Of course, this means that our older 
members need to have a willingness 
to pour themselves into younger 
Christians. For you older folks 
reading this article: perhaps this 
means pouring more energy into 
your church and less energy into 
your golf swing. There’s no shortage 
of opportunities.

But from my experience, I’ve never 
heard of a situation where a person 
is asked to be a mentor and then 
refused. So the impetus is on you, 
my younger brothers and sisters. 
Seek people to emulate. Watch those 
who love Jesus. Learn from dads and 
moms. Take notice of the husband 
who loves his wife. Don’t be afraid to 
copycat the twenty-something single 
girl who seems to care more about 
what God thinks of her than what the 
world does.

And finally, pray. Would you ask God 
to bring one, perhaps two, people 
into your path who would invest in 
your life? The answer is probably 
right in front of you, but maybe not. 
Ask God, who invested His precious 
blood for you, to provide a mentor.

God loves to use people as his 
sanctifying agents to bring about the 
necessary progress in our faith. None 
of us are where we need to be. Ask 
others to help, and see God’s grace 
pouring into your heart through the 
gift and wisdom of a mentor.
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Having made an introduction of 
NAPARC, we will now begin 

introducing in alphabetical order the 
member churches of NAPARC.

Since the first member church we will 
consider is a Presbyterian church, we 
want to explain some distinctions. 
Although there is complete agreement 
in doctrine and in the confessions, 
there are differences in polity 
between the Presbyterian and the 
Dutch Reformed churches. In Dutch 
churches, the relations between 
classis and consistory are described 
as broader. In Presbyterian polity, the 
presbytery is higher than the session. 
Classis exists only as a delegated body, 
and when it closes business, it no 
longer exists. In Presbyterian polity, 
the presbytery is a body that always 
exists and meets frequently. In Dutch 
polity, ministers are not members of 
classis but of their local congregation. 
The Presbyterian minister is a member 
of presbytery on loan to a local 
congregation.

The presbytery in Presbyterian 
churches is comparable to the classis 
in Continental Reformed churches; 
the Presbyterian general assembly 
is comparable to the synod; and the 
session is comparable to the consistory. 
In Presbyterian churches, the minister 
is called a teaching elder, while the 
appointed elders of the congregation 
are called ruling elders.

Presbyterian churches subscribe 
primarily to the Westminster 
Confession of Faith, the Westminster 
Larger Catechism, and the 
Westminster Shorter Catechism. 
The Continental Reformed churches 
subscribe primarily to the Heidelberg 
Catechism. Both also subscribe 

to the Belgic Confession and the 
Canons of Dort. All these doctrinal 
standards are recognized to be in 
complete agreement with each other 
by both confessional Presbyterian and 
Reformed churches. These different 
confessions were adopted at different 
times and places in history for their 
own particular need to clarify and 
defend the Reformed doctrines, the 
Heidelberg Catechism in 1563, and 
the Westminster Standards in 1646.

Associate Reformed Presbyterian 
Church (ARPC)

History. The Associate Reformed 
Presbyterian Church as we know it 
today comes out of a lengthy history 
of service in two lands, the British 
Isles and North America. It had its 
beginnings in the preaching of John 
Knox in Scotland, where the Scottish 
church became the official Church of 
Scotland in 1560. As is always the case 
when the church and state become too 
closely allied, controversy and bitter 
strife over control became a way of life 
for church and state alike.

Things improved somewhat under 
King William III in 1688, as he 
reorganized the Church of Scotland 
into the Established Presbyterian 
Church of Scotland. In spite of the 
improvement, a great number of 
problems still existed, and in 1733 a 
pastor named Ebenezer Erskine led 
a group of Christians in forming a 
separate Associate Presbytery (from 
thence comes the first part of the 
denomination’s name). Ten years 
later, another group of Christians 
who for years had suffered problems 
with the established church organized 
themselves into the Reformed 
Presbytery.

Both churches spread to Northern 
Ireland, as the Scots were forced 
to emigrate, and both came to 
America with those Scottish and 
Irish people. The immigrants came 
to the Pennsylvania area first, and 
it was there that both the Associate 
and the Reformed Presbyteries of 
Pennsylvania were organized in the 
1750–1770 period.

In the New World all the old alliances 
were called into question. The new 
America was emerging, and at the 
same time, the forefathers of these 
Presbyterian immigrants were seeking 
to create a new church. Formal union 
talks between the Associates and the 
Reformed began in 1777, and by 1782 
the Associate Reformed Synod came 
to be in Philadelphia. This synod 
included churches in Pennsylvania, 
New York, Ohio, North and South 
Carolina, and Georgia. Not all 
Associates and Reformed participated 
in this union.

Eight years later, the Associate 
Reformed Presbytery of the Carolinas 
and Georgia was formed in Abbeville 
County, South Carolina , followed 
some twenty years later (1803) by 
the division of the entire church into 
four synods and one general synod, 
with the headquarters of the church 
in Philadelphia. In 1822 the Synod of 
the Carolinas was granted separate 
status and by the end of the century 
was the sole remaining body of the 
Associate Reformed Presbyterian 
Church, as several mergers over the 
years had absorbed the rest of the 
denomination into the old United 
Presbyterian Church. The remaining 
ARPs in the southeast continued on as 
the denomination that exists today.

The North American Presbyterian and  
Reformed Council (NAPARC)

Mr. Myron 
Rau
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The Present. Today the ARPC 
is composed of about 23,196 
communicant members in 
approximately 294 churches and 
mission congregations. They are 
located primarily in the southeast 
United States.

The Associate Reformed Presbyterian 
Church holds to the Westminster 
Confession of Faith and the Larger 
and Shorter Catechisms. Their 
ordination vows include this question, 
“Do you accept the doctrines of the 
Associate Reformed Presbyterian 
Church, contained in the Westminster 
Confession of Faith and Catechisms, 
as founded on the Word of God and 
as the expression of your own faith, 
and do you resolve to adhere thereto?” 
They allow the ordination of women 
deacons, although this is a historic 
practice not linked to the feminist 
movement of the latter half of the 
twentieth century. They are officially 
opposed to lodge membership, but 
it is tolerated in a number of their 
congregations, seemingly without 
complaint from others.

The Associate Reformed Presbyterian 
Church is a member of the North 
American Presbyterian and Reformed 
Council (NAPARC) and the World 
Reformed Fellowship. They have 
fraternal ties with most of the 
NAPARC churches. In 2011 they 
withdrew from the International 
Conference of Reformed Churches 
and ended fraternal relations with the 
Christian Reformed Church in North 
America.

The Associate Reformed Presbyterian 
Church is in a phase 1 relationship 
with the United Reformed Churches 
in North America. Phase 1 is 
exploration, with the intent that by 
correspondence and dialogue, mutual 
understanding and appreciation 

may develop. Because of geography 
and the ARPC’s former ties with the 
CRC, no formal meetings have been 
held between the URC Committee 
of Ecumenical Relations and Church 
Unity (CERCU) and the ARPC Inter-
Church Relations Committee since 
November 2003. Continued dialogue 
is anticipated now that ties have been 
broken with the CRC.

Presbyteries. The Associate Reformed 
Presbyterian Church is divided into 
ten presbyteries:

Canadian Presbytery—Constituted 
to be effective January 4, 2004, it was 
formed by the division of the Northeast 
Presbytery at the Canadian border 
and includes the Canadian provinces 
of New Brunswick, Newfoundland, 
Nova Scotia, Ontario, Prince Edward 
Island, and Quebec.

Catawba Presbytery—Constituted 
in 1919 by the division of the First 
Presbytery. It includes all of the state 
of South Carolina, except for most 
of the western counties; the state of 
Louisiana; and the state of Texas.

First Presbytery—Constituted in 
October 1800, it was formed by the 
division of the Associate Reformed 
Presbytery of the Carolinas and 
Georgia. It includes the state of North 
Carolina and most of the counties in 
Appalachia.

Florida Presbytery—Constituted 
October 16, 1963, by the division of 
the Second Presbytery and includes 
the state of Florida.

Mississippi Valley Presbytery–
Constituted in 1931 when the Memphis 
and Louisville Presbyteries merged. It 
includes the states of Arkansas, most 
of Kentucky, Mississippi, Missouri, 
and the western part of the state of 
Tennessee west of the Tennessee River.

Northeast Presbytery—Constituted 
January 1, 1987, it was formed by the 
division of the Virginia Presbytery. It 
now includes the states of Connecticut, 
Delaware, Maryland, Maine, New 

Hampshire, Massachusetts, New 
Jersey, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, 
Rhode Island, Vermont, Washington, 
DC, and parts of Virginia and West 
Virginia.

Pacific Presbytery—Constituted 
July 10, 1997, when the general 
synod entered into a covenant 
relationship with certain ministers 
and congregations of the independent 
U.S. Presbytery to establish the Pacific 
Presbytery. It includes the states of 
California, Oregon, and Washington.

Second Presbytery—Constituted in 
October 1800, it was formed by the 
division of the Associate Reformed 
Presbytery of the Carolinas and 
Georgia. It now includes the state 
of Georgia and most of the western 
South Carolina counties.

Tennessee–Alabama Presbytery—
Constituted in 1937, it now includes 
the state of Alabama, most of the 
eastern two-thirds of the state of 
Tennessee east of the Tennessee River, 
and the Cleveland Street Church in 
New Albany, Mississippi.

Virginia Presbytery—Constituted in 
1854, it includes most of the states of 
Virginia and West Virginia

Complete details about the ARPC 
can be found on its website at www.
arpchurch.org. Information for this 
article comes the ARPC website.
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How the Binumarien People of New Guinea 
Discovered Jesus Is Real

Dr. Tas  
Walker

The Word of God has 
a way of transforming 
people’s lives because it 
connects them with the 

reality of the God who created them 
and who acts in history and with 
Jesus Christ, our Savior. One dramatic 
story of a people being transformed 
through Scripture concerns a small 
tribe of people in Papua, New Guinea, 
called the Binumariens. The change 
agents were Des and Jenny Oatridge, 
a young couple with Wycliffe Bible 
Translators, who, with their baby 
daughter, went to live in a village 
among the people.

Some ten years later, around 1970, I 
met Des and Jenny. They had been 
busy learning the unwritten language 
of the people, committing it to 
writing, and translating the Bible so 
they could read the Word of God in 
their mother tongue.

When Des and Jenny moved in, the 
tribe faced certain extinction. It was 
probably one of the smallest language 
groups in the whole of PNG. The 
Binumariens had been decimated 
by warfare and expulsion from their 
tribal land. From an estimated three 
thousand people, they numbered only 
111 when Des and Jenny arrived with 

ten-month-old Ruth. When their 
other three children were born, they 
too lived in the village over the course 
of the translation project.

Des and Jenny had purposely chosen 
the smallest language group they 
could find because they wanted to 
demonstrate that God also cares 
for the weak and insignificant. That 
was the way the surrounding tribes 
thought of the Binumarien people.

In 1975, I, along with my wife and 
three infant children, had the privilege 
of visiting Des and Jenny. We slept in 
their thatched house and visited folk 
in the village in their grass homes.

Des was a great storyteller. One 
unforgettable incident he tells 
dramatically shows how the people 
of the village came to realize that 
Jesus Christ was a real man who lived 
at a particular time and place on 
this earth. This changed their whole 
attitude to the gospel.

The remarkable event is described 
in a book about Des and Jenny by 
Lynette Oates called  Hidden People: 
How a Remote New Guinea Culture 
Was Brought Back from the Brink of 
Extinction. I’ve reproduced the story 
here  to illustrate how the power of 

the gospel of Jesus Christ is unleashed 
when people realize that the Word of 
God is true, that it describes events 
that actually happened in history.

When Des told Jenny, “We finished 
the last of Matthew today,” she replied, 
“What about the first seventeen 
verses?”

Oh, yes. Those uninteresting verses 
that told of Jesus’ ancestry back to 
Abraham. They had to be tackled 
before he had really finished the book.

Surprisingly, Sisia, Des’s language 
helper, sailed through the long 
genealogy without a trace of 
boredom. He made no comment on 
the translation as he often did. But 
when he rose to go, he said with some 
deliberation, “There’s going to be 
an important meeting in Nameepi’s 
house tonight. I want you to come 
and bring what we’ve done today.”

Des wondered,  “What’s he up to? 
Why a meeting tonight? Perhaps he 
wants to celebrate finishing Matthew. 
But why does he particularly want me 
to bring what we’ve translated today?”

That night, Des took the lantern 
and walked the short distance to 
Nameepi’s house, just above his own.

He walked into the central room to 
find it already filled to capacity. All 
Sisia’s family were there around the 
fire. Two other rooms, off to either 
side, were also packed with people. 
Des had never seen so many packed 
into a house before. There was also 
an odd sense of tension in the air that 
made him nervous.

He was led immediately to a seat on 
the floor beside the fire. Sisia took 
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command and spoke in his usual 
authoritarian voice.

“I have asked Mata’a Des to come and 
read what we translated this morning. 
I can’t tell it to you. I want you to hear 
it for yourselves.”

The room became extraordinarily 
still. Des was conscious that all eyes 
were focused on him. He cleared 
his throat and began to read: “These 
are the ancestors of Jesus Messiah, 
a descendant of King David and of 
Abraham. Abraham was the father of 
Isaac; Isaac was the father of Jacob; 
Jacob was the father of Judah and 
his brothers; Judah was the father of 
Perez and Zerah . . .”

Des could not look up. His eyes were 
glued to the text. He was trying to 
read as naturally as Sisia had spoken 
the sentences to him that morning, 
but the tense atmosphere in the room 
made this difficult.

He did not see Fofondai’s eyes grow 
wider and rounder, as did Maraa’aro’s 
and several others’ near him. He 
could sense, though, that every word 
he spoke was being grabbed and 
critically examined by the listeners.

He became conscious that Yawo was 
moving near to him. So were A’aaso, 
Aaka and Yaa’a. He was aware Sao 
watched his lips unblinkingly. As he 
continued reading, more and more 
people began pressing. The people 
from the other rooms were pushing 
into the central room. Fofo was so 
close that his beard almost touched 
the written page. Yawo’s arm was 

rammed right against Des’s.

Des suddenly felt scared. He had a 
sense of being crushed. It was not 
only the pressure of bodies; it was the 
uncanny silence. It seemed that not 
a dog barked, not a baby cried, not a 
person released his breath.

He did not know if the list of names 
offended some ritual taboo about 
which he knew nothing. If so, and the 
people were angry that it was being 
so blatantly publicized, he was in an 
awkward position. There was no way 
of escape, hemmed in as he was. And 
with the atmosphere so charged, he 
felt he dared not ask a question. These 
people were so volatile; they could 
erupt in a fury so easily.

So he kept on reading. “Matthan 
was the father of Jacob; Jacob was 
the father of Joseph (who was the 
husband of Mary, the mother of Jesus 
the Messiah). There are fourteen 
generations from Abraham to King 
David; and fourteen from King 
David’s time to the exile in Babylon; 
and fourteen from the exile to Christ.”

They had heard him out.

Des raised his eyes to look at those 
within a breath of his face—and saw 
not anger, but incredulity. “Why 
didn’t you tell us all this before?” Yaa’a 
demanded.

Des recoiled instinctively as if he’d 
been struck.

“No one bothers to write down the 
ancestors of spirit beings,” Fofondai 
stated.

“It’s only real people who record their 
genealogical table,” A’aaso added.

“Jesus must be a real person!” 
someone else cried, his voice ringing 
with astonishment.

Then everyone seemed to be talking 
at once. “Fourteen generations, that’s 
two hands and a foot, from Abraham 
to King David . . .”

“And two more hands and a foot, to the 
time of the kalabus [the captivity] . . .”

“And another two hands and a foot till 
Jesus’ time . . .”

“That’s a very, very long time.”

“This ancestry goes back further than 
ours.”

“Yes, none of ours goes back two 
hands and a foot three times.”

“Jesus must have been a real man on 
this earth then. He’s not just white 
man’s magic.”

“Then what the mission has taught us 
is real.”

Yes, real. Des pondered on that as he 
made his way home. The ancient list 
of names that he had always found 
boring and pretty well meaningless 
had ratified Jesus as a real person to 
his unlettered friends. He possessed 
a genealogy like their own! To 
the Binumariens, the truth of the 
Scriptures was now beyond doubt.

   
Article reprinted by permission from Creation 
Ministries International (Creation.com).
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Inspecting the Binumarien village.
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Congregations,
On October 8, 2013, the forty-first 
meeting of Classis Michigan was 
hosted by Sovereign Grace URC 
and held in the facilities of Dutton 
URC. Twenty-four delegates from 
the twelve area URC churches joined 
fraternal delegates Rev. William den 
Hollander of the Canadian Reformed 
Churches and Rev.’s Norman 
deJong and Vern Picknally from the 
Orthodox Presbyterian Church. The 
deliberations of the day were led by 
Rev. Mitch Dick as chairman and Rev. 
Jason Tuinstra as vice-chairman.

Numerous routine matters were dealt 
with in the early part of the morning, 
including the reception of reports from 
the numerous classical functionaries 
along with appointment to vacancies 
among these functionaries. Elder Lee 

DeWitt (Cornerstone URC) and Rev. 
Mitch Dick were appointed as church 
visitors to assist the current church 
visitors, Rev.’s James Admiraal and 
Bill Renkema. Mr. Paul Wagenmaker 
(Bethel URC) was appointed to the 
federation’s missions committee. 
Mr. Doug Ulberg (Cornerstone 
URC) was appointed to the classis 
missions committee. In addition, the 
churches were reminded of the need 
to give consideration to appointing 
a nomination for the federation’s 
position of missions coordinator and 
the need for more nominations for 
the task of church visitors.

A highlight of the meeting was 
the opportunity to hear fraternal 
greetings from both representatives 
of the Canadian Reformed Churches 
and the Orthodox Presbyterian 
Church. It provided a visible reminder 

and encouragement of the catholicity 
of the church of Jesus Christ.  

Much of the afternoon hours were 
occupied with the sad yet necessary 
work of giving advice to various 
consistories concerning the exercise 
of Christian discipline. An unusual 
number of requests were presented, 
which allowed the body to be 
reminded of the need to continue 
exercising discipline in a faithful 
and proper way in accordance with 
Scripture and our adopted church 
order for the good of souls and the 
glory of God. Prior to adjourning, 
classis set a date of March 11, 2014, 
for its next meeting, DV.

Humbly Submitted,
Rev. G. Lubbers
Clerk of Classis
10/9/2013
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Bavinck the Dogmatician: The 
Nature and Punishment of Sin (4)

Dr. Cornelis P.  Venema

Sin and Its Consequences

After offering a broad overview of the necessary 
connection between God’s justice and the punishment 
of sin in history through the instrument of judicial 
authority, Bavinck identifies more specifically the 
particular punishments of sin that God administers 
in human life and history: guilt and pollution, the 
two consequences of Adam’s original sin, as well as 
death and the dominion of Satan. While sin produces 
its own effects in separation from God and all that 
accompanies it—“darkness, ignorance, error, deception, 
fear, disquietude, a sense of guilt, regret, misery 
and enslavement” (RD 3:169)—the most important 
dimensions of the punishments of sin stem from God’s 
active imposition of them upon the sinner.

In the history of Christian theology, the original sin of 
Adam is the basis for two fundamental features of the 
fallen condition of his posterity. In the first place, all 
human beings are accounted guilty by God and are liable 
to the punishment due them for their transgression of 
his holy law. The guilt of sin presupposes the obligation 
of human beings, who were created in God’s image in 
true knowledge, righteousness, and holiness, to obey the 
holy law of God and to refrain from transgressing any of 
its requirements. By virtue of the original sin of Adam, 
as the covenant representative of the human race, and 
the actual sins of all his posterity, all human beings stand 
under indictment by God, and their acts of disobedience 
are imputed or reckoned to them. “Guilt is an obligation 
incurred through a violation of the law to satisfy the law 
by suffering a proportionate penalty. It binds the sinner, 
immediately after the violation of the law, to its demand 
for satisfaction and punishment” (RD 3:170–71).
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For this reason, some of the most 
important biblical terms for sin 
emphasize the guilt of the sinner 
(cf. Gen. 4:13; Ex. 34:7; Matt. 6:12). 
Because all human beings transgress 
the law of God, they are liable to the 
curse that falls upon those who do not 
continue in all things written in the 
book of the law (Gal. 3:10). God, who 
will in no wise clear the guilty, holds 
the whole world accountable and 
subjects all to his divine, inescapable 
judgment (Rom. 3:19). This divine 
witness to God’s punishment of 
the guilt of sin is also subjectively 
confirmed by human conscience. 
Even though human conscience 
does not always produce an adequate 
awareness or consciousness of sin, it 
nonetheless testifies to the guilt and 
shame that belong to all human beings 
in the presence of God. “The human 
conscience is the subjective proof of 
humanity’s fall, a witness of human 
guilt before the face of God. God is 
not the only accurser of humankind; 
in their conscience humans condemn 
themselves and take God’s side against 
themselves” (RD 3:173).

The second feature of the fallen 
condition of the human race is the 
pollution, or uncleanness, of fallen 
human nature. Whereas the guilt 
of sin testifies to the legal state of 
sinners who have transgressed God’s 
law and are liable to punishment on 
that account, the pollution of sin 
refers to the pervasive corruption 
of human nature that results 
from Adam’s original sin and the 
hereditary depravity that belongs to 
all his posterity in union with him. 
Sin consists not only in the act of 
transgression, but it includes also the 
thoughts, desires, and inclinations of 
the heart. The fullness of sin always 
involves guilt and pollution, the state 
of liability to punishment, and the 
condition of being unclean in all the 
features of our human nature. Sin 

is not only the violation of the law 
of God but also the corruption and 
vitiation of the image of God in which 
all human beings were first created.

Contrary to the Roman Catholic 
teaching that the fall into sin 
deprived human beings of their 
“supernatural gifts” but not “natural 
gifts,” Bavinck affirms the traditional 
Reformed doctrine of the pervasive 
corruption through sin of the entirety 
of our human nature. Utilizing the 
distinction between the “image of 
God” in the “broader” and in the 
“narrower” sense, however, Bavinck 
insists that fallen human beings do 
not cease to be human. Even though 
pervasively corrupted, sinners “retain 
their body, soul, faculties, powers, 
intellect, will, and so on” (RD 3:174). 
These characteristic features of our 
humanity are retained after the fall, 
even though they now serve and 
function in the wrong direction. 
God’s good gifts are now employed 
not to glorify and enjoy him but to 
disobey and dishonor him. From the 
sinful corruption of human nature 
spring all the actual sins of all human 
beings. This does not mean that all 
human beings sin in the same way or 
to the same degree. Nor does it rule 
out the organic development of sin 
throughout human history, which 
takes various forms in different times, 
places, societies, and cultures. In this 
respect, it is possible to speak of the 
“corporate guilt and the corporate 
action of sin” in the course of the 
history of the human race (RD 
3:175). 

Suffering
In addition to guilt and pollution, the 
two most obvious punishments of 
original and actual sin in the human 
race, is also the universal reality 
of suffering in human history and 
even within the created order itself. 
The original dominion and glory 
that belonged to the human race 

and the created order in the state of 
integrity have now been replaced by 
the distress, turmoil, and dis-ease of 
the creation under the curse of God 
due to human sin and disobedience. 
Through the sin and disobedience 
of Adam, God’s good creation has 
become disordered and subject to the 
curse. As a result of Adam’s sin, God’s 
curse expresses itself in the pain of 
childbirth, the enmity between the 
man and the woman in marriage, the 
arduous labor to subdue the earth 
and enjoy its bounty, sickness and 
death, famine, plagues, wars, defeats, 
childlessness, deprivation of goods, 
and the like (RD 3:176). The original 
harmony and order of the creation 
has been replaced with disharmony 
and disorder that mar the splendid 
tapestry of God’s good creation.

Bavinck observes that throughout 
the history of the human race, the 
inescapable presence of suffering 
in all aspects of human life and the 
creation itself has elicited an incessant 
lament among teachers of religion, 
philosophers, and poets. Only the 
most superficial analysis of the world 
could fail to lament the myriad forms 
of suffering that are a pervasive feature 
of human life and history. However, 
even though a general apprehension 
of the universality of suffering exists, 
in the history of philosophy the 
tendency is to explain this suffering 
as a natural and inevitable feature 
of the world. Indeed, within the 
context of non-Christian worldviews, 
the presence of suffering is often 
regarded as a necessary dimension 
of the finite world, and the biblical 
connection between sin and suffering 
in the created order is denied or 
diminished. Even God himself is 
viewed as part of world order, and the 
reality of suffering expresses the dark 
side of God’s nature and inscrutable 
purposes.
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Philosophy is almost always intent on 
casting the blame for [suffering], as 
well as for that of sin, either directly 
or indirectly on God. Suffering in 
that scenario is derived from an 
independent evil principle (Parsiism, 
Manichaeism), from an original evil 
being (Daub), from a dark strain in 
God (Böhme, Schelling), from the 
blind, irrational will to be (Buddhism, 
Schopenhauer, Hartmann), from 
the self-objectivization and self-
realization of God (Hegel), from 
matter (Plato, Aristotle, Philo), from 
the necessities of nature (Weisse, 
Rothe), from the finiteness of creatures 
(Leibnitz), from the developmental 
state of the world (Ulrici), from the 
sinful human consciousness that 
construes the inherently necessary 
imperfections of the world as being 
evil (Schleiermacher, Lipsius, 
Ritschl), and so on. (RD 3:178–79)

In all of these diverse systems of 
thought, suffering is viewed not as 
a consequence of God’s judgment 
upon the human race and the created 
order but as an inherent feature of 
the natural order. Because God is 
not viewed as the independent and 
sovereign Lord of all creation, he is 
not seen as the one who superintends 
and punishes sin in a way that serves 
his good purposes, yet without being 
the author of sin and evil.

In his evaluation of non-Christian 
attempts to deny the reality of 
suffering as a punishment for sin and 
to make suffering a natural part of the 
world order, Bavinck offers several 
observations.

First, if we were to eliminate all 
forms of suffering that are connected, 
directly or indirectly, with the sin of 
the human race, many common forms 
of suffering would be eliminated 
(e.g., shame, disgrace, illness, sensual 
indulgence, deception, hatred, 
greed), and many others would be 
significantly diminished.

Second, many forms of suffering in the 
world, though not directly connected 
with personal sins committed by 
human beings who bear God’s image, 
are nonetheless the consequence of 
God’s curse upon the created order, 
which was pronounced after Adam 
sinned and the human raced sinned 
in him. “The disharmony and enmity 
of nature is rooted, not in personal 
sins, but in the sin of the human race. 
On account of this sin, God struck 
the earth with a curse and subjected 
the creation as a whole to futility 
and decay [cf. Rom. 8:18–25]. Fallen 
people no longer belong in paradise” 
(RD 3:180).

Third, the Scriptures and evidence 
of modern science confirm that the 
entire natural order witnesses to a 
disruption in the relation between 
human beings and the world. Just as 
the created nature of human beings 
has assumed the “accidental” feature 
of sinful rebellion against God, so the 
created order and its capacities are 
redirected and corrupted through the 
curse of God pronounced upon it.

And fourth, the creation itself was 
“infralapsarian”; that is, it was 
created by God in the beginning 
with a “provisional” state of goodness 
that could be altered through 
the introduction of sin and the 
pronouncement of God’s curse. “For 
God the fall was neither a surprise 
nor a disappointment. He anticipated 
it, incorporated it into his counsel, 
and already took account of it in 
creating the world. . . . Prior to the 
fall, the state of humanity and of the 
earth as a whole was a provisional one 
that could not remain as it was” (RD 
3:182).

Death
The suffering that results from sin and 
God’s curse culminates in the ultimate 
penalty of death. Although there 
are some theologians in the history 
of the church (Pelagius, Socinius, 
Rationalists, and many modern 
theologians) who have denied the link 

between sin and death, the scriptural 
representation of death emphasizes 
that it is an inescapable consequence 
of God’s judgment upon all human 
beings who have transgressed God’s 
law. The punishment of death is 
uniformly represented in Scripture 
as the “wages of sin” (Rom. 6:23), the 
“unnatural” dissolution of human life 
in fellowship with God and in the 
enjoyment of his gifts. Death is “the 
last and greatest enemy,” since it robs 
human beings of the fullness of life in 
service to God and to others and of 
the exercise of stewardly dominion 
over the creation itself.

While Bavinck acknowledges that 
modern science has sought to deny 
the necessary link between human 
sin and death—treating death as 
though it were simply a natural and 
benign feature of the life of finite 
creatures—he insists that there is no 
reason to deny “the bond between 
sin and death” (RD 3:184). While it is 
true that human beings were created 
from the dust of the earth and thereby 
capable of suffering the penalty of 
death, Adam (and the human race 
in him) was not originally created as 
a creature who was subject to death. 
Only on account of human sin and 
disobedience do God’s image-bearers 
become liable to condemnation and 
death. When modern science insists 
that death is a necessary and inevitable 
feature of human life, it offers an 
explanation for human mortality that 
exceeds its competence. The universal 
phenomenon of death is evident and 
undeniable. But the explanation for 
the universal reign of death is not self-
evident or easily resolved within the 
boundaries of the natural sciences. 
There are many features of human 
mortality that remain mysterious and 
inexplicable from the standpoint of 
modern science. Christian theology, 
therefore, should not refrain from 
insisting upon the indissoluble 
connection between human sin and 
its punishment in death.
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Dominion of Satan
The final punishment for sin that 
Bavinck identifies is the manner 
in which Satan and his angels 
rebelliously and tyrannically seduce 
humanity into sin and disobedience 
against God. When Adam plunged 
the human race into sin, he did so 
at the instigation of the serpent, 
who was an instrument of God’s 
archenemy, the devil. As a result of 
Adam’s fall, sinful humanity has fallen 
under the tyranny of the evil one. The 
world, insofar as it is captivated by a 
spirit of rebellion and opposition to 
the kingdom of God, has been taken 
captive to the wiles of the evil one and 
his minions. Accordingly, the history 
of redemption is one of restoring a 
new humanity in service to God, freed 
from the tyranny of the devil and for 
renewed life in fellowship with God.

In his treatment of the scriptural 
teaching regarding the dominion of 
Satan, Bavinck notes that there is a 
universal recognition of the existence 
and influence of evil spirits “among 
all peoples and in all religions” (RD 
3:186). Oftentimes this recognition 
has taken the form of an exaggerated 
and superstitious view of the influence 
and role of evil spirits in human 
life and history. Even the Christian 
church at times in its history has 
assigned an inappropriate place to evil 
spirits and their activities, neglecting 
to recognize that the working of such 
spirits is always governed by God’s 
providence and made subservient 
to his comprehensive purposes. In 
the early church, some of the church 
fathers taught that every person not 
only has a specific guardian angel but 
also a personal demon. Even though 
the Christian church and the civil 
magistrate sought to curtail such 
practices as magic, fortune-telling, 
and other forms of pagan superstition, 
many of these kinds of practices 
flourished from the thirteenth to the 
eighteenth century in Europe. The 
influences of evil spirits were linked 
to all forms of “physical evil in the 
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world,” such as sickness, plague, 
famine, death, and crop failure. The 
principal goal of redemption through 
Christ was liberation from the devil’s 
power and influence rather than 
from the guilt and corruption of sin. 
Elaborate ceremonies were devised 
to resist the power of demons and to 
expose witches and witchcraft as the 
expression of demonic activity. Even 
within Protestantism at the time of the 
Reformation, there were many who 
retained superstitious convictions 
regarding the work of evil spirits and 
forms of witchcraft.

Although Bavinck is critical of 
an exaggerated and superstitious 
view of the dominion of Satan 
in human life and the world, he 
repudiates the “rationalistic” denial 
of his existence and work in modern 
thought. The Reformed tradition 
soberly recognizes the power and 
influence of Satan and his angels, 
which always remains subject to 
God’s all-embracing counsel and 
providence. Furthermore, the power 
and influence of Satan and his angels 
is not primarily coercive in a physical 
and material sense but in an “ethical” 
sense. The principal work of Satan 
is to deceive sinful human beings by 
undermining the veracity of the Word 
of God and the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
All of Satan’s strategies aim to draw 
humanity away from fellowship with 
God and to encourage sinful rebellion 
and opposition to his goodness 
and truth. For this reason, Satan 
“mimics everything: God reveals 
himself in theophany (incarnation), 
prophecy, and miracle; the demonic 
caricature of these three, accordingly, 
is obsession, mantic, and magic” 
(RD 3:190). Rather than succumb to 
the illusion of rationalism that Satan 
and his angels have no existence or 
evil influence, the church needs to 
be on its guard and properly armed 
to resist their conspiracies against 
the Word of God. “One must realize 
in this connection that this sinful 

power forms a kingdom that, in its 
opposition to God and his kingdom, 
operates systematically. If one were 
able to survey the whole of it, one 
would undoubtedly discover a plan 
of attack and defense in the history 
of its struggle. In the sinful life of the 
individual but much more in that of 
families, generations, peoples, and 
humanity as a whole throughout the 
ages, there is a deliberate methodical 
opposition to God and all that is his” 
(RD 3:189).

Conclusion
While a treatment of the punishment 
of sin in all its forms may appear rather 
sobering and discouraging, Bavinck’s 
treatment, as we noted at the outset, 
aims to provide a background for the 
good news of God’s saving grace in 
Jesus Christ. The light of the gospel 
shines most brilliantly against the 
backdrop of the darkness of sin. For 
in Christ and his saving works, we see 
a wonderful and intimate marriage 
of God’s justice and mercy. The God 
of our salvation does not save his 
people in sovereign grace and mercy 
at the expense of his justice. Not at 
all. Rather, in the wisdom of the cross 
of Christ, we see simultaneously the 
grandeur of God’s unfathomable 
love and the full satisfaction of his 
justice. Through union with Christ 
by faith, believers are delivered from 
the curse of sin and death, liberated 
from bondage to sin and the evil one, 
and made to be heirs with Christ of 
the blessings of everlasting life in 
communion with God. No feature 
of sin or its punishments is left 
unaddressed or unconquered in the 
rich and full redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus.
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DailyDevotions

Drawing Near
John F. MacArthur 
Crossway Books, Wheaton, Illinois 
ISBN 0-89107-758-8  
Hardcover, 396 pages 

Strength for Today
John F. MacArthur 
Crossway Books, Wheaton, Illinois 
ISBN 0-89107-969-6 
Hardcover, 400 pages

Both of these daily devotionals are similar in format but cover 
different themes from Scripture. The first, Drawing Near, is 
geared toward enriching new Christians in their understanding 
of the wonderful heritage believers gain through Jesus Christ. It 
focuses on one chapter from God’s Word each month and the 
rich blessings that God gives to believers in it. Beginning with 
Ephesians 1, where MacArthur writes about the assurance that is 
ours as citizens of heaven, he continues with the joy of believers 
in Philippians and prayer in Daniel and Matthew. 

John MacArthur has become one of my favorite contemporary authors. His commentaries, 
books, and devotionals cover a variety of topics and are well researched and always down 
to earth. My favorites include Slave: The Hidden Truth about Your Identity in Christ (2010) 
and Truth Matters (2004), which is an anniversary anthology marking MacArthur’s thirty-
fifth year in ministry. Allow me to introduce to you to a few of his devotionals.

for 2014
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for 2014
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In April, MacArthur takes a pastoral 
look at the Beatitudes, then moves 
on in May to the twelve disciples, 
spending three days on Judas Iscariot. 
June finds the reader examining the 
fruit of his faith as MacArthur leads 
his readers through James 1 and 2; 
July focuses upon 1 Peter 1 and 2 and 
the Christian’s union with Christ. 
First Corinthians 13 is the theme 
for August, while September brings 
us back to Ephesians—this time 
the sixth chapter and the believer’s 
battle against Satan. The author uses 
various passages in October to focus 
our attention on the importance of 
God’s Word, while November looks at 
the heroes of faith found in Hebrews 
11. MacArthur ends the year with 
Hebrews 1 and 2 to explain how Jesus 
is the One promised by God in the 
Old Testament.

The second, Strength for Today, 
offers daily readings that are meant 
to deepen one’s faith, as it takes on 
themes such as the assurance of 
salvation, humility, and suffering for 
Christ. The first month uses Ephesians 
and Hebrews to encourage the reader 
to comprehend God’s expectation for 
the believer—humility, hospitality, 
contentment, gentleness, and 
patience. The second section leads to a 
fuller understanding of God’s majesty 
and grace; the third our response to 
God’s authority in our lives. In April, 
MacArthur takes us to the garden of 
Gethsemane in Matthew 26, considers 
the sayings of Jesus from the cross, 
and ends with the significance of the 
resurrection. Those who believe in 
“the foolishness of the cross” are apt 
to face persecution. MacArthur uses 
several passages to instruct Christians 
to rejoice in such persecution (May) 
and pursue integrity (June) and 
Christian love (July). August focuses 
upon our devotion to the Lord while 
September explains the work of the 
Holy Spirit. In October the reader 
takes a serious look at sin, both before 

and after conversion. November 
teaches the reader how to grow in 
wisdom while December deals with 
the humiliation and exaltation of our 
Savior.

Daily Readings  
from the Life of Christ,  
Volume 1 and 2
John F. MacArthur
Moody Publishers, Chicago
Vol 1: ISBN 0-8024-5600-6, 
Hardcover, 384 pages. 
Vol 2: ISBN 0-8024-5601-4
Hardcover, 384 pages 

If you would rather spend the year in 
the gospels, John MacArthur has two 
volumes based upon the life of Jesus 
Christ.

Volume 1 focuses primarily on the 
Gospel According to Matthew with 
some excerpts from John. MacArthur 
explores gold nuggets from the first 
year of Jesus’ life and ministry. This 
includes His baptism, temptation, 
calling of the disciples, miracles, early 
opposition, and the Sermon on the 
Mount.

Volume 2 looks at Christ’s ministry 
through the eyes of the disciple He 
loves and primarily uses the Gospel 
According to John with some excerpts 
from Matthew. Starting with the logos 
theme, Jesus as the Word, MacArthur 
also explains the “I AM” statements of 
Jesus; relationships with God, family, 
and others; betrayal; and discipline.

In the Secret Place
A Pilgrimage through the 
Psalms
Jerry Rankin
B&H Publishing Group, Nashville, 
Tennessee
ISBN 978-0-8054-4881-8
Softcover, 333 pages

The title of this devotional is from 
Psalm 91:1: “He who dwells in the 
secret place of the Most High shall 
abide under the shadow of the 
Almighty” (NKJV). The author, Jerry 
Rankin, was a missionary in Asia for 
twenty-three years and has served 
for the last decade as president of 
the International Mission Board. The 
author of several books, Rankin has 
written an inspirational book of brief 
meditations on the Psalms.

The two-page devotionals in this 
book are not a detailed exegesis or 
verse-by-verse commentary on the 
Psalms. They are personal reflections 
the author compiled after reading 
the Psalms for his devotions over 
the course of several years. Using 
the Psalms, Rankin delves into the 
sovereignty and providence of God. 
He writes of the need for a reverence 
for God as readers discover His 
wrath and judgment—but more—His 
compassion, mercy, and love. Rankin 
reflects upon the love the psalmist 
had for the law of God, the Word of 
God, and the worship of God.

In his mediation for Psalm 42:1–2, 
Rankin writes, “The most important 
characteristic in our relationship 
with God is to have a heart that 
takes pleasure in Him above all else.” 
Beginning each day by reading one 
of the Psalms along with In the Secret 
Place will draw your heart closer to 
God. May you, indeed, take pleasure 
in Him above all else!
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The Catechism and Education of 
God’s People
In his excellent high school (and adult) 
catechism textbook titled Before the 
Face of God: A Study of the Heidelberg 
Catechism, Louis Praamsma 
summarizes well the reasons for the 
church to have and use creeds: (1) as 
a brief, concise summary of what the 
church believes; (2) as a refutation of 
all heresy; (3) as a teaching handbook 
for children and young people.

But is the Bible not sufficient? 
Certainly! The Bible has everything 
we need to know. The need for 
confessional writings can perhaps be 
best explained through an analogy. 
The Bible is much like a huge country 
through which we travel. It is so large, 
in fact, that it is useful to have a map 
that shows direction to the most 
important places.

Many faulty maps have also been 
made of the Bible. Each false teaching 
has its preaching. Confessional 
writings warn of these dangerous 
teachings. The Catechism, then, has 
no other purpose than to mirror the 
main points of Holy Scripture. These 
words provide a good understanding 
of how creeds have historically been 
viewed among many confessionally 
Reformed churches. Consequently, I 
don’t expect that I need to convince 
you that the Catechism is useful 
for education and training, both 
for children and adults. Nor do I 
expect that readers of The Outlook 
will need much of a reminder of the 
value of thorough indoctrination in 

the Catechism as a crucial means of 
developing faith within our youth.

However, I want to make a couple of 
practical points in this section. First, I 
want to make the observation (based 
on rather subjective criteria, I’ll 
acknowledge) that the most spiritually 
mature young people I’ve met are 
young people who know well and can 
formulate their faith according to the 
concepts and themes of the Heidelberg 
Catechism. Several college professors 
I know who teach at Christian colleges 
tell me the same. The freshmen who 
enter their Bible (or philosophy) 
courses who have been thoroughly 
trained in the Heidelberg Catechism 
are head-and-shoulders above the 
majority in both comprehension 
and integration of faith and life. 
(And contrary to popular belief, the 
professors and I agree that students 
who are well-versed in the Catechism 
are the rare exception, not the general 
rule.) These students already know 
the fundamental life principles of 
Scripture, because the Catechism 
is based upon them. They already 
know the underlying fundamentals 
of a Christian worldview, because 
the Catechism builds upon such in 
Lord’s Day 12. These students grasp 
the spiritual principle that all of 
life is religion, in contradistinction 
to modern dualism, because the 
Heidelberg Catechism articulates 
a biblical faith that is as broad as 
life itself. In short, the Heidelberg 
Catechism is a wonderful and hearty 
confession of a Calvinistic worldview.

Second, a thorough knowledge 
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of the Heidelberg Catechism 
provides students with a working 
apologetic. That is to say, it equips 
the students to articulate, explain, 
and defend the Reformed faith over 
against challenges, opposition, and 
questions. Where I live, the Reformed 
faith is always on the defensive 
against the aggressive challenges 
of anti-Calvinistic Arminian 
dispensationalism; and biblical 
Christianity of any confessional 
formulation (and especially 
Calvinism) is always on the defensive 
against the unbelieving challenges of 
modern post-Christian secularism. 
In all my years of ministry, the only 
Christians I’ve known who have been 
genuinely effective apologists for the 
Reformed faith are men and women 
who have been thoroughly shaped 
by the Heidelberg Catechism or a 
similar Reformed creed. And by that, 
I mean that they have been, on the 
one hand, articulate and persuasive in 
convincing non-Reformed Christians 
of the biblical basis of Calvinism, and, 
on the other, they have been effective 
in explaining in a clear, concise, and 
unified way the biblical Christian 
faith to those outside of it.

Why is that? I suspect it is so 
because of the inner strength of 
the Catechism, namely, a simple 
reproduction of biblical basics. As you 
know, the Heidelberg Catechism is 
an extraordinarily simple document, 
linking explanations of the Apostles’ 
Creed, the Ten Commandments, 
and the Lord’s Prayer. These explain 
the content of saving faith, the shape 
of covenant living, and the focus of 
biblical piety, respectively. But the 
educational genius of the Catechism 
also lies in the introductory questions 
to these main sections. Lord’s Days 
1–6 are indispensable to lay open a 
person’s heart prior to any discussion 
of real faith and what it believes. 
Lord’s Days 32–33 are a penetrating 
articulation of the whole matter of 
the relation between faith and works 
and of the nature of true conversion, 

both essential prerequisites to any 
instruction in obedience to God’s 
law. And Lord’s Day 45, though 
pithy, is nonetheless pregnant with 
meaning as it explains piety from a 
distinctively covenantal perspective, 
opening the door to the Lord’s 
Prayer as a living model and method 
for our praying, and not just as a 
memorization exercise. Any student 
who truly knows and deeply believes 
the foundations of the Christian faith 
contained in these three formulas will 
be unalterably shaped by them and 
will have sufficient ammunition with 
which to respond to the challenges 
and accusations of naysayers.

So, allow me to appeal to you to do two 
things: (1) Renew your commitment 
to teach the Heidelberg Catechism 
in your church. Recent trends in 
many denominations are much 
more generic, with topical or ethical 
studies called “church school.” Some 
even argue that teaching catechism 
isn’t a legitimate component in a 
Bible-based curriculum. In fact, the 
Catechism is an essential component 
of such a curriculum. Nothing can 
surpass the use of the Heidelberg 
Catechism as the principal teaching 
tool to shape the doctrinal knowledge 
and depth of mature and effective 
Reformed believers. Make sure your 
church uses it! (2) Challenge the 
Heidelberg Catechism teachers in 
your church, whether they are your 
pastor or the elders, to teach it with 
an intentional focus upon apologetics, 
upon equipping students to articulate 
and defend the faith. In and of itself 
that focus will help keep the teacher 
fresh, will keep the presentation 
dynamic and interesting, and will 
enliven student interest to the living 
relevance of the material.

The Heidelberg Catechism and 
Evangelism
The final component of this article is 
the use of the Heidelberg Catechism 
in evangelism. I reiterate that the 
Heidelberg Catechism is not the Bible, 

nor does it directly share in Scripture’s 
character as the living Word of God, 
God-breathed in its very words. 
Only God’s Word, empowered by 
the Holy Spirit, is said to create faith 
(Rom. 10:14–17); only God’s Word, 
proclaimed faithfully, is called the 
“seed of regeneration” (1 Peter 1:23–
25). Only God’s Word is called the 
“sword of the Spirit” (Eph. 6:17) and 
is described as “sharper than any 
double-edged sword” as a living and 
active power to lay bare the secrets 
of the heart (Heb. 4:12–14). Only 
God’s living and faith-giving Word 
can be the foundation upon which 
evangelism (literally, the work of the 
gospel, or “gospelizing”) is built; only 
it is the source and possesses the 
power to convert sinners.

And yet, the Heidelberg Catechism 
is not in any way inimical to this 
gospelizing work. In fact, it has been 
my own pastoral experience, and it is 
the theme of these paragraphs, that 
the Heidelberg Catechism is a most 
effective tool for evangelism. This is 
so for several reasons.

First, the Heidelberg Catechism 
serves as a checkpoint for the church 
in her evangelism efforts to reach 
the unsaved. That is, its threefold 
experiential structure (sin, salvation, 
service) stands as a constant reminder 
of the essential components of any 
genuine conversion and therefore 
holds the church focused on biblical 
priorities in an age of evangelistic 
gimmickry. Evangelism methods 
abound (such as Evangelism 
Explosion and Campus Crusade’s Four 
Spiritual Laws), and churches spend 
fortunes learning variations of each. 
Many of these are helpful, indeed. But 
the core teaching of the Heidelberg 
Catechism—that to enjoy truly the 
comfort of belonging to Jesus Christ, 
one must truly know his sin and its 
misery, that his salvation is only by 
grace through faith in Jesus, and that 
his life is to be lived in self-conscious 
response as covenant service to this 
great Lord and God—provides us with 



a consistent and biblical standard. 
Conversion experiences vary greatly: 
some people are radically converted 
out of paganism, others experience the 
grace of the Holy Spirit as they grow 
up in a Christian home, still others 
are converted from non-Christian 
cults. Yet all who are genuinely in 
Christ share the triple knowledge of 
which the Catechism speaks. And 
that serves as both a teaching tool for 
inquirers (as well as new converts) 
and as a checkpoint for elders, who 
must ascertain the presence of 
genuine faith as they open the table 
of the Lord to true believers. And, 
not to be missed is the Catechism’s 
insistence that genuine religion is of 
the heart, Calvin’s marvelous biblical 
emphasis that will not allow for the 
mere construction of a religious 
formalism, but lays claim to all that a 
man or woman is, does, thinks, feels, 
and says. Indeed, keeping that point 
central in the Catechism forces elders 
to keep it central as they pastor people 
from the heart, to the heart, for the 
heart.

Second, the Heidelberg Catechism 
is a wonderful tool for training 
new disciples. As I suggested in 
the previous section, I believe its 
comprehensive doctrinal scope, as 
well as its apologetic usefulness, 
equips new disciples to know and 
defend their newly confessed faith. 
New disciples of Christ often face 
inordinate challenges from their 
former unbelieving life—including 
friends, relatives, and sometimes even 
immediate family members. Careful 
training in the Catechism equips them 
to answer these doctrinal challenges 
and, at the same time, bear careful 
witness to these beloved people to the 
faith in Christ that now lives within 
them. I have used it to train people 
one-on-one. A class in the Heidelberg 
Catechism for adults is a high priority 
of our local church ministry, which 
has an aggressive evangelistic setting 
and focus. It is simply a marvelous 
tool!

Furthermore, the Catechism confronts 
head-on the main idol enthroned 
in the heart of every human: the self 
(see LD 2, Q. 5; 3, Q. 8; 5, Q. 12–14). 
By so doing, it serves as an effective 
tool to penetrate and transform 
people who have been locked in the 
loop of their own unbelieving way of 
thinking (note the importance of this 
in Romans 12:1–2).

Finally, the Catechism provides 
thorough grounding in the biblical 
basis for the doctrines confessed. 
And, make no mistake about this, 
the citations of Scripture printed as 
footnotes to the Catechism are crucial 
for those being discipled. It establishes 
the fact that the clear basis of doctrine 
is Scripture rather than the church—
this particular church, this particular 
minister, or anything else.

Third, the Catechism provides a 
careful articulation of the proper place 
and role of the law in the life of the 
Christian. So many people first hear 
the good news of Christ with ears 
accustomed to hearing the legalism 
of counterfeit Christianity. They’ve 
lived their entire lives hearing how 
they must become better in order to 
get right with God. They’ve agonized, 
as did Luther, over the curse of God 
upon their sins, and even come to 
hate the God they view as so horribly 
unfair. How remarkably fresh and 
liberating the true gospel must sound! 
And to be able to point them to a 
carefully worked out confession that 
is nearly a half-millenium old is of 
great comfort, because it assures them 
that they are not, in fact, wandering 
from the faith (even if they’ve been 
in a church), but are, in fact, just now 
tasting the joys of life in Christ, which 
true believers throughout all the 
centuries have celebrated!

Fourth, I must say a word about 
teaching and learning language and 
hermeneutics. Those of us who grew 
up in Christ learned the language of 
Zion in our homes. That is, we learned 
to speak of faith, of unbelief, of sin, 
salvation, the gospel, conversion, 

justification, sanctification, the law, 
the means of grace, Christian piety, 
and prayer. For those who did not 
grow up in such an environment, such 
language must be learned somewhere 
else. It is, frankly, difficult to learn a 
coordinated and unified theology 
from the straight reading of Scripture. 
It is also difficult to read Scripture 
without a theological vocabulary. 
Learning the language of God’s Word 
from such a tool as the Catechism 
aids greatly in learning how to read 
the Bible. Again, learning how to 
approach the Bible as the Catechism 
approaches it and uses it aids greatly 
in teaching a method of reading and 
approaching the Bible, thus teaching 
a Reformed hermeneutic right from 
the start.

Finally, we must understand the 
critical role the Heidelberg Catechism 
plays in forming a consciousness 
of the church within the heart and 
mind of each disciple. Remember, 
the “church consciousness” of most 
North American people is thoroughly 
unbiblical. They view the church 
as optional, a human invention, a 
voluntary association. How spiritually 
invigorating it is to shape a new 
disciple’s faith with an understanding 
of the church as the living body of 
Jesus Christ, which He is gathering 
according to His Word and Spirit and 
equipping with His gifts to accomplish 
His mission on earth! The confessional 
material set forth in Lords Days 21 
and 48, for example, develops a deep 
commitment to Christ in and with 
the local body of believers, and, at 
the same time, an abiding love for the 
church universal of which every true 
believer is a living member. And that’s 
a fresh component of the transformed 
mind of all who are new in Christ.
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