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On Halloween lots of lively kids
pretend to be dead. Many dress up
like skeletons, ghosts, or goblins.
Others get more graphic and wear a
mask of a murder victim oozing fake
blood, or they find some other
hideous way to look dead. When
they're done trick-or-treating, they
may sit down with some friends to
watch a scary movie. One favorite of
many horror fans is Night of the
Living Dead. It's about dead bodies
that come out of their graves.
They're still dead, but they are able
to walk around and do things. These
living dead, or zombies, stalk and
kill people who are still alive, and
those people become zombies as
well. (I've never seen the movie
myself - I dislike horror films - but
that's what I'm told it's about.)

On Halloween kids
wear hideous masks
that hide an attractive
self; in a church of the
living dead, people wear
attractive masks that
hide a hideous self.
Night of the Living Dead is supposed
to be scary, but you know what's a
lot scarier? A church of the living
dead. A church of the living dead
isn't just a movie; it's real. Like the
zombies in Night ofthe Living Dead, a
church of the living dead doesn't
necessarily lie still: it has no true life
in it, but the church is still able to do
certain things and go through the
motions. And like the zombies, a
church of the living dead has a deadly
effect: it can go after more people
and tum them into zombies as well
who spread death instead of life.
Does this mean a church of the
living dead will look scary or
repulsive? No, it may look friendly

and appealing. You see, in a church
of the living dead, people do the
opposite of what kids do on
Halloween. On Halloween kids wear
hideous masks that hide an attrac
tive self; in a church of the living
dead, people wear attractive masks
that hide a hideous self. On
Halloween lots of lively
kids pretend to be dead;
in a church of the living
dead, lots of dead peo
ple pretend to be alive.
Jesus Christ says to such
a church, "You have a
reputation of being
alive, but you are dead"
(Revelation 3:1). The
church of the living
dead has a name as an
active, vital church. It
has a fine building and
a big budget. It's always
on the move. It's bustling
with programs and
activities. It's the kind of church
many people want to join. It's the
kind of church experts point to as a
model for other churches to follow.
Almost everyone thinks highly of
this church - except the One who
really matters.
Jesus Christ, the Lord of the church,
doesn't go by outward appearances.
He's not impressed by buildings,
budgets, or bodies in the seats on
Sunday - not if those bodies are the
living dead. Jesus doesn't just look at
how big or busy a church is; He
evaluates it on whether it is pleasing
to God His Father. "I know your
deeds," He says to this church. "I have
not found your deeds complete in the
sight of my God." Why aren't their
deeds complete? Because they lack the
thing that matters most: life. These
people are zombies, going through
religious motions without spiritual
life. "You have a reputation of being
alive," says Christ, "but you are dead."
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Behind the Mask
Jesus has a word for this problem:
hypocrisy. The word hypocrite
comes from a word the Greeks used
for actors who wore masks in a
drama. Hypocrites are people who
wear masks and play a part. Often
they don't even realize
they're doing this. They
are involved in lots of
religious activities, and
they sincerely believe
they're impressing God.
Their church has a reputation
for being active and lively,
and they sincerely think
their church is outstanding.
They don't realize there's
no spiritual life. Surface
appearances are masking
the deadness. Like actors in
a Greek drama or like kids
on Halloween, hypocrites
have masks that hide what
they're really like. Hypocrites have
something else in common with
Halloween. On Halloween masked
trick-or-treaters demand candy and
threaten to cause trouble for those
who don't give them the goodies
they want. In church hypocrites
demand things to suit their taste and
cause trouble if they don't get the
goodies they want. When our
churches are full of consumers
demanding a soft, sweet message
instead of the living Lord, and when
we focus more on what others think
of our masks than what God thinks
of our hearts, we must conclude that
we are a church of the living dead.
Nothing is more sad or scary than
when religious people are well
dressed corpses and the church is a
beautifully maintained graveyard.
Things look lovely, but there's no
vitality, no life. Jesus confronts the
living dead and says, "You hypocrites!
You are like whitewashed tombs,
which look beautiful on the outside
but on the inside are full of dead

men's bones
everything
unclean. In the same way, on the
outside you appear to people as
righteous but on the inside you are
full of hypocrisy and wickedness"
(Matthew 23:27-28).
To make matters worse, the living
dead often go around creating more
zombies, more people who become
religiously active but are spiritually
dead inside. "You hypocrites," cries
Jesus. "You travel over land and sea
to win a single convert, and when he
becomes one, you make him twice
as much a son of hell as you are"
(Matthew 23:15). A group may be
active and successful in getting
people to join it and yet be a
church of the living dead.
In North America an overwhelming
majority of the people claim to
believe in God and say that Jesus is
God's Son and that the Bible is God's
Word. Many people attend church
regularly, and even many who don't
attend often still consider them
selves part of a church. But how
many who claim to believe in Jesus
are spiritually lifeless? How many
churches that have a name for being
alive are dead? Far too many, I'm afraid.
A prominent pollster surveyed
religious beliefs and activities to find
out how religion affects the way
people live. The pollster summa
rized his findings in four words:
"Religion up; morality down." The
number of people who say they
believe basic Christian teachings
and are involved in churches is
about as high as it's ever been, but
evils such as pornography, sex out
side marriage, divorce, abortion,
lying, greediness, drunkenness, drug
abuse, and other wickedness continue
to spread, and in many cases those
inside the church live as immorally
as those outside. As Jesus once put it,
"These people honor me with their lips,
but their hearts are far from me"
(Matthew 15:8).
The Bible describes the living dead by
saying, "People will be lovers of
themselves, lovers of money...lovers

of pleasure rather than lovers of God
- having a form of godliness but
denying its power" (2 Timothy 3:2-5).
That's a superb summary of what a
spiritual zombie is like: an outward
form or shape that seems religious
but no living power within.

Can the Dead ComeAlive?
October is an espedally fitting time to
hear what the Lord says to the church
of the living dead. For many people,
October 31 means Halloween. But
October 31 also marks something far
more important: the start of the
Protestant Reformation. Before the
Reformation, the Christian church
had largely become a church of the
living dead. The church had political
clout. The church had magnificent
buildings. The church had famous
scholars. The church had enormous
wealth. The church had splendid

On Halloween lots
of livel'y kids pretend
to be dead; in a church
of the living dead, lots
of dead p'eople
pretend to be alive.
clothing for clergy. The church
provided rituals for countless people.
But church members were not being
introduced to Jesus Christ as their
personal Savior and Lord, and they
were discouraged from reading the
Bible in their own language. In the
Reformation God brought people to
the living truth of the Scriptures
instead of dead traditions, and led
them to trust the living grace of God
in Christ and not dead rituals. Many
churches sprang to life, thanks to the
life-giving power of God's Holy Spirit.
The tremendous reformation and
revival that began on October 31,
1517 is not the only time God has
done that sort of thing. At other
times, too, the church worldwide
has been almost dead spiritually
though seemingly strong in worldly
things, and yet the Lord has not

allowed things to remain that way.
Christ has moved church members
who really are alive to mourn and
pray for the church, and then He has
flooded His church with new life
through a fresh, powerful visitation
from His Holy Spirit. Sometimes it
happens on an international scope,
sometimes in a particular nation or
region, sometimes in a local congre
gation. But on whatever scale it
happens, it does indeed happen. It's
happened over and over in the past,
and it can happen again. A church
of the living dead can be revived by
the Holy Spirit, get rid of its masks,
its empty words and rituals, and
become alive with the life of Christ.
When Jesus confronts a church and
says, "You have a reputation of being
alive, but you are dead," He's not
necessarily getting ready to bury it.
He may be getting ready to revive it.
The first step in revival is getting us
to see how badly we need it. Once
we see our spiritual deadness, the
Lord can bring new life on a scale we
never dreamed possible. The Old
Testament prophet Ezekiel saw a
vision from God in which the
preaching of God's Word and the
power of God's Spirit transformed a
desert valley full of dry bones into a
living, breathing army for God
(Ezekiel 37:1-14). That's a great
picture of what God has done in var
ious times and places by bringing
revival and new life to churches that
were dry and dead. Today we urgently
need a fresh outpouring of life from
the Holy Spirit.

A Wakeup Call
In order for revival to come, we must
pay attention to what the Lord Jesus
Christ tells the church of the living
dead. His words to an ancient church
in Sardis are words that surely apply
to many churches today:
I know your deeds; you have a
reputation of being alive, but
you are dead. Wake up!
Strengthen what remains and is
about to die, for I have not
found your deeds complete in
the sight of my God. Remember,

therefore, what you have received
and heard; obey it, and repent.
But if you do not wake up, I will
come like a thief, and you will not
know at what time I will come.
Yet there are a few people in
Sardis who have not soiled their
clothes. They will walk with me,
dressed in white, for they are
worthy. He who overcomes will,
like them, be dressed in white. I
will never blot out his name
from the book of life, but will
acknowledge his name before
my Father and his angels. He
who has an ear, let him hear
what the Spirit says to the
churches (Revelation 3:1-6).
Even in a church which is practically
dead, some things may still remain
that are worth strengthening and
building upon, and some people may
still remain who still have spiritual
life in them. They have a real
relationship with Christ and haven't
"soiled their clothes" by wallowing
in worldly ways.
If you believe the Bible, love Jesus,

and live by the power of the Holy
Spirit, but you're part of a church of
the living dead, be encouraged. You
may be part of a tiny minority, your
church may be a spiritual graveyard,
but the Lord knows you by name
and will surely save you, even if He
judges your church. That assurance
keeps you from giving up on the
Lord and giving in to the dead
worldly religion around you.
If you have this assurance from

Christ, however, it doesn't mean you
can sit back and say, "Who cares
what happens to the church, as long
as I belong to Christ personally?"
No, although Jesus knows and saves
the scattered individuals within a
dead church who are still faithful to
Him, He often also revives and
renews the church as a whole, and
He often uses those who are already
alive to be instruments of that
revival and renewal. The first order
of business is to wake up. Even genuine,
living followers of Christ can get
sleepy and not notice how lifeless

and unspiritual the church is
becoming. They may see a lot of
activity and hardly notice that few
people seem interested in quiet,
earnest prayer. They may see lots of
religious books and broadcasts and
music being produced and hardly
notice how many authors and
speakers and singers are falling into

when churches are
counting on the latest
human ideas and
research to give them
spiritual light, it's time
to change the light bulb.
immorality and breaking up their
marriages. They may see the Bible
still in the pews and the historic
doctrinal standards still officially
endorsed by the church, and hardly
notice that the Bible is no longer the
supreme authority in their church,
and the historic doctrines are largely
ignored. There may be lots of activities
and classes, but the focus is on the
latest self-help fad, not on the living
truth of the Scriptures. Wake up!
Don't sleepily assume all is well! Face
the fact that your church is largely
dead. Then "strengthen what
remains and is about to die."

Word and Spirit
Jesus makes it clear that what a
church of the living dead needs is
not some new idea or technique;
instead, the church needs to remember
what it first received from the Lord.
The church received from Christ His
Word and His Spirit. So in order for a
church of the living dead to be
renewed, the church needs to
remember what it is to have Christ's
Word, the Bible, as its light and His
Holy Spirit as its life. The Bible
brings doctrinal reformation, and
the Spirit brings spiritual revival.
And since Word and Spirit go
together and can't be separated, doc
trinal reformation and spiritual
revival must also go together and
not be separated.

"Remember, therefore, what you
have received and heard,/I orders
Jesus. "Obey it, and repent./I
Renewal of a dead church cannot
happen without recovering the light
of the Bible and responding with
obedience and repentance. When
churches are counting on the latest
human ideas and research to give
them spiritual light, it's time to
change the light bulb. A group of
Christians pressing for renewal in a
liberal denomination have a joke
that if the church hierarchy is asked,
"How many mainline church leaders
does it take to change a light bulb?/I
they'll answer, "We choose not to
make a statement either in favor of
or against the need for a light bulb.
However, if in your own journey you
have found that a light bulb works
for you, that is fine. You are invited
to write a poem or compose a modern
dance about your personal relationship
with your light bulb (or light source
or non-dark resource), and present it
next month at our annual light bulb
Sunday service, in which we will
explore a number of light bulb
traditions ... all of which are equally
valid paths to luminescence./I
In a church of the living dead, leaders
may prefer vague generalities to the
clear, bright truth of Scripture. But
Christ calls us to remember what He
has given us in the Bible, to submit
to it, and to repent of wandering
from the Word of God.
Now, I wish I could say that the only
churches of the living dead are theo
logically liberal churches which
don't see faith in Jesus as the only
way of salvation and don't believe
the Bible as the error-free, powerful
Word of God. But sad to say, there
are other churches of the living dead
as well, churches where there is
much emphasis on the Bible and on
getting all the doctrinal details right
but where the life of the Holy Spirit
and the love of Christ is almost
nowhere to be found. There is such a
thing as dead orthodoxy. These
churches have some correct defini
tions and formulas, and they have
classes and activities to teach these
things, but they don't have the

divine realities these doctrines
describe. It's like having a good
redpe but not any food, or a perfectly
preserved corpse without any life.
Jesus may be speaking not only to a
church with bad theology but also to
a church with correct teaching when
He says, "You have a reputation of
being alive, but you are dead./I It's
possible to emphasize the Bible and
be proud and smug and self-satisfied
in how much you know. You may go
to church each week for another
interesting lesson but know nothing
of sorrowing over sin or of thrilling
to the life of the Holy Spirit within.
You may know many stories about
Jesus and have many correct beliefs
about Him, but your heart doesn't
throb with His love and life. In fact,
you may pride yourself on not
getting carried away by emotions,
when the fact is that you've never
been touched personally by the Lord
and have no vital experience of His
Spirit living and acting in your life.
Meanwhile, your church has plenty
of activities to keep you busy.
Beware of being a zombie! Let the
voice of Jesus confront you with the
awful possibility that despite feeling

good about yourself and despite
your church's fine reputation and
many activities, you and your
church may be among the living
dead. "Repent," says Jesus. Repent of
turning living realities into dead
formulas. Remember what the church
originally received from Christ: not
only the Bible but also the living
realities the Bible talks about. Don't
be satisfied with sound doctrine;
seek the living realities the doctrines
describe. Seek the living Lord Jesus
Christ. Ask for His Holy Spirit to
make His home in your heart and
make you a person who isn't just
going through the motions but who
truly is alive in Christ. If you've been
one of the living dead, or if you're a
genuine Christian but have become
sleepy, face reality. Ask the Lord to
forgive your folly and fill you with
His life.

still be some biblical truth remaining
and some people who have a living
relationship with Christ. In that situ
ation, Christ may be calling you to
stay where you are, to "strengthen
what remains,/I and to seek out others
in your church who also know the
Lord and grieve that the church is on
the verge of death. Together with
like-minded believers, pray for your
church and for all churches in your
community and around the world.
Indeed, let's all pray that wherever
we have become dead or on the
point of death, God will have mercy
on us, the voice of Christ may be
heard, and the Holy Spirit may bring
reformation and revival before it's
too late. "He who has an ear, let him
hear what the Spirit says to the
churches./I

What if you're already a Bible-believing,
Christ-loving, Spirit-filled Christian,
but you're in a church of the living
dead? Well, if your church has
become utterly corrupt and you
can't find other genuine Christians
in it, you should find a better
church. But in many cases, the situa
tion is not quite so grim. There may

This article is reprinted with per
mission from The Back to God
Hour. This sermon and many
others by David Feddes
available at www.btgh.org.
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Harry and Jeanette Nagel
This spring a front page article in The
Washington Times highlighted the
growing problem Americans have
with money management. A coalition
of more than 80 finandal and con
sumer groups is lobbying states and
the federal government to add personal
finance to required high school classes
and standardized tests. Our nation's
economic boom has given even
young people greater access to money
than ever before, yet
many of them cannot
balance a checkbook.

once did. The average U.S. house
hold with at least one card had
$7,564 in credit card debt in 1999,
up from S2,985 just since 1990. At
year-end 1999, American consumers
racked up $462 billion in bank credit
card debt and $88 billion in retail
card debt (gasoline, retail store cards).!

quick fix, and lottery and day trading
give hope of getting rich fast, debtors
deceive themselves that the day of
reckoning will never come. But
Proverbs 28:20 warns, A faithful
man will abound with blessings, but
he who makes haste to be rich will
not go unpunished./I

One out of every five people has
trouble controlling spending, and
for one out of ten it is as serious an
addiction as alcohol or drug
addiction. 2 With credit so easy to
get, people are using it instead of
savings to buy now rather than wait.
And in a time when consolidation
and home equity loans are a common

Surveys show that money problems
are blamed in the breakup of many
marriages. "Even the strongest
marriages can begin to buckle under
the pressure of consistently spending
more than you earn, /I says financial
speaker and author Ron Blue.

II

Christian community is not
immune to the problem of over
spending. The cry of many worshipers
is that once the mortgage, grocery,
college, and credit card bills are paid
each month, there's little extra to
give to God's kingdom. Nearly three
fourths of American church attendees
drop about one dollar in the offering
plate each week. 3 Many of these
people can be found buying lunch
out every day and racking up bills on
vacations and luxuries while they
complain that they don't have
enough money to make ends meet.
It is a poor witness to the world
when followers of Christ are among
those who misuse funds God
entrusted to them as stewards.
A secondary problem to debt is that
of insufficient saving. America's savings
rate has fallen from seven percent in
the 1980s to at or below zero today.4
Proverbs 21:20 says, "There is
precious treasure and oil in the
dwelling of the wise, but a foolish
man swallows it up." Those with no
reserves risk being unprepared when
unforeseen financial blows come,
and they also have no means to help
a brother in need.

Control the Flow
The good news is that almost anyone
can learn good money management
skills. To be a good citizen in the
kingdom, a Christian should plan
his use of finances carefully. Ron
Blue defines stewardship as "the
use of God-given resources for the
accomplishment of God-given goals."
He calls financial planning"allocating
limited financial resources among
various unlimited alternatives."
Blue stresses three rules of money
management:
1. God owns it all. "Who has given to
Me that I should repay him?
Whatever is under the whole
heaven is Mine" Gob 41:11).
2. Money is never an end in itself,
but is merely a resource used to
accomplish other goals and
obligations. "For we have brought
nothing into the world, so we

cannot take anything out of it
either" (1 Timothy 6:7).
3. Spend less than you earn and do it
for a long time, and you will be
finandally successful. "Dishonest
money dwindles away, but he
who gathers money little by little
makes it grow" (Proverbs 13:11).
As unpopular as the idea is, the place
to start improving money management
is with a budget. Financial counselor
and author Larry Burkett explains in
Crisis Control in the New Millennium,
that a budget is a tool to help with
money allocation, useful for achieving
the long term goals of avoiding debt
and saving for future needs. To
illustrate how a budget works, his
Christian Financial
ministry,
Concepts, offers a free online
budget guide at <WWw.cfaninistry.org>.
It takes a given gross income and sug
gests percentages for spending in 14
categories including tithes and taxes.
The average person has no idea how
much he or she spends monthly.
Many financial counselors advise
people to write down every expense
for a month so they can see where
they are overspending. After this
exercise, they will be better
able to establish budget
goals. But that is where
many JIDP1e stqJ

their resolve
to d1ange habits.
Beiides ~ reard
keeping they have
to quit spending in
excess of available

Benefit the Kingdom
So what is the pOint of all this cutting
back, saving, and goal setting? A
believer does not have to dig too far
into the SCriptures to find guidelines
about the use of money. More than
1,600 verses deal directly with financial
situatiollS. 5 Some of these warn
against letting money rule one's life. In
Proverbs 30:7-9, the writer asks God to
make him neither poor nor rich, lest
he either resort to stealing or become
proud and forget God altogether.
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When Christians follow principles
of money management, they become
free in their service of the King.
Proverbs 22: 7 says, "The rich rules
over the poor, and the borrower
becomes the lender's slave." When
credit cards always have a balance,
the debtor is shackled and becomes
a slave to the credit corporation. His
effectiveness for the King is reduced.
It's like trying to run the 100-yard
dash with heavy barbells in hand.
Perhaps one of the foremost reasons
for spending beyond one's means is
a lack of contentment, not trusting
God to know what is best for each
person. Paul talked of this level of
satisfaction, as a great mystery: "For
I have learned to be content in
whatever circumstances I am. I
know how to get along with humble
means, and I also know how to live
in prosperity; in any and every
circumstance I have learned the
secret of being filled and going hungry,
both of having abundance and
suffering need" (Philippians 4:11-12).
How did he learn this? The answer
follows in verse 13: "I can do all
things through Him who strengthens
me." As with other areas where
growth is needed, man can turn to
the Father in prayer to ask for
contentment, and trust that He will
provide whatever is necessary for life.
As God's Word is consulted on
money matters, the seeker will
increaSingly want to use the true
Owner's resources in the way He
wishes. When God's stewards are
faithful with small things, He usually
entrusts them with more. The
parable of the minas says, "If therefore
you have not been faithful in the use
of unrighteous mammon, who will
entrust the true riches to you?"
(Luke 16:11).
If each of us who reads this article

were to reduce our debt, manage our
resources more closely; and learn con
tentment with what God has given
us, the resources that would become
available could be tremendous! Think
of how many people could be blessed
through such stewardship, including
people close to you.

an eternal perspective, that dedsion

One biblical use of our resources is to
remember the poor. Christians are
encouraged again and again in God's
Word to give to the poor. Two
convicting verses read, "Each of you
should look not only to your own
interests, but also to the interests of
others" (Philippians 2:4), and "He
who gives to the poor will never
want, but he who shuts his eyes will
have many curses" (Proverbs 28:27).
The great affluence of Americans
could do so much good in places
where surviving another day is a
desperate struggle.

will be evidenced by your lifestyle...

Instead of asking yourself how much
money you need and then trying to
figure out how much you can give
out of whatever's leftover...start by
asking yourself how generous you
want to be."6
Footnotes
1 CardWeb.com, credit card researcb firm in Frederick

~d.

2 Bruce Anderson, "Empty Plates, Empty Hearts?" Your
Church magazine, ~arch/April2000, p. 52.
3 Anderson, p. 52.
4 Paul ~cClelland, "~aking the Savings Habit," Home
& Family Finance newsletter, (Credit Union National
Association, Inc., vol. 39, number 3, fourth quarter
1999), p. 4.

Ron Blue's challenge to common
thinking in his book of giving leaves
a believer with something to ponder:
"If you choose to run life's race with

Sola Scri
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6 Ronald W. Blue, Generous Living, ~ichigan:
Zondervan Publishing House, 1997), p. 94.
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All scripture is given by inspiration
ofGod, and is profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness, that
the man ofGod may be complete,
thoroughly equipped for every good
work.
2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NKJV)
The Reformers discovered that the
Bible alone is the inerrant and infal
lible written Word of God, the fully
authoritative, all-sufficient standard
and guide for faith and life. The
Scriptures, they found, are the
historical record of the great drama of
redemption. But, to their amazement,
they learned that the SCriptures are
also revelation, the very "oracles" of
God (Romans 3:2), the disclosure of
His mind and will. In the verse dted
above, the word "inspiration" trans
lates the Greek term "theopneustia."
But the term might better have been
rendered "exspiration," for it actually
means "breathed out from God."
The truth is that the writings were
inspired, and the words written
should be received as instruction
from God Himself.

Inspiration, then, is defined as "the
work of the Holy Spirit ensuring that
men wrote predsely what God wanted
written for the communication of
His mind to men" (J. I. Packer). Men
wrote from God, and inspiration is
the activity of the Spirit which
ensured that what was written was
truly written revelation - the very
Word of God. The words of Scripture
are the words of God bearing witness
to Himself. God the Holy Spirit is the
ultimate Author. What Scripture
says, God says.
Since God can neither lie nor
deceive (Numbers 23:19; Titus 1:2),
His Word must be without error and
entirely trustworthy (John 10:35;
Matthew 5:18; Luke 16:17). "It is
written" was the end of any argument
for Christ and His apostles, and for
the Reformers who followed them,
for the written Word was considered
by them to be the very words of God
Himself. God said it. That settles it!
Everything then, in the church and
in the Christian life, must be
governed by the SCriptures. This is
basic to Christianity. The Westminster
Confession of Faith sets forth this
e Outlook -8- Ortnhp7·?(

"regulative prindple" as follows:
"...the acceptable way of worshiping
the true God is instituted by
Himself, and so limited by His own
revealed will, that He may not be
worshiped according to the imagina
tions and devices of men, or the
suggestions of Satan, under any visible
representation, or any other way not
prescribed in the holy Scripture" (XXI-I).
Again, "The supreme judge by which
all controversies of religion are to be
determined, and all decrees of
councils, opinions of andent writers,
doctrines of men, and private spirits,
are to be examined, and in whose
sentence we are to rest, can be no
other but the Holy Spirit speaking in the
Scripture" (11-10).

Sola Scriptural
This article is reprinted
Equip, July-August/2000.

Rev. Paul Settle, one of the original
founders of the Presbyterian
Church in America (PCA), serves as
assistant pastor at the Park Cities
Presbyterian Church (PCA) in
Dallas, Texas.
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There is no one, least of all the
Christian, who does not share the
concern of recent years regarding
the environment - the pollution of
the air, streams and lakes. When the
children of God sit down with the
Bible and quietly contemplate
creation as it came forth from the
hand of the Creator, they see it as a
thing of exquisite beauty. They try to
imagine the time when the sky was
clear and bright everywhere; when
the only sounds were those of birds
and animals, and man and God
blending their voices in pleasing
harmony; when the only looks
between two perfect human beings
were those of trust, love and tenderness.
But then came sin,
that hideous rup
ture between man
l and his God, and
~ subsequently man
( and the world.
(JNature became
f polluted; hatred
and selfishness
replaced
love
and trust in the heart of man. And
down the long avenue of history
stalked the monster of death, Satan
himself, leaving in his wake a tainted
world and broken lives ravaged
with guilt and thoroughly polluted
with sin.
There was a time when the term
"pollution," along with many other
theological terms such as "guilt,"
"conversion," or "sanctification"
were considered outdated, unable to
communicate to the "American
mind." But seemingly, the"American
mind" has no trouble whatever
understanding the concept of
"pollution" in the natural sense of
the term, for "pollution" is a politi
cally correct battle cry of thousands
in this country today. And this is
good. Certainly we are under obliga
tion to God to restore our natural
resources to as much of their original
purity as possible.

There is another area in this world
however, which is totally polluted
and few seem to be concerned. It is
the human heart which is "deceitful
above all things and desperately
wicked." About this deeper dimension
of pollution there is - silence. Even
many clergymen and other religious
leaders are patting themselves on the
back for all their efforts to clean up the
environment, and they say nothing
about the root problem - sin.
In the Belgic Confession, Article IS,
we read:
We believe that through the
disobedience of Adam original
sin is extended to all mankind;
which is a corruption of the
whole nature and a hereditary
disease, wherewith even infants
in their mother's womb are
infected, and which produces in
man all sorts of sin, being in him
as a root thereof, and therefore is
so vile and abominable in the
sight of God that it is sufficient
to condemn all mankind.
In the Canons of Dort, under the
third and fourth heads of doctrine
we read:
Article 1
Man revolting from God by the
instigation of the devil and by his
own free will...forfeited these
excellent gifts, and in the place
thereof became involved in
blindness of mind, horrible dark
ness, vanity, and perversement of
judgment; became wicked, rebel
lious, and obdurate in heart and
will, and impure in his affections.
Article 3
Therefore all men are conceived
in sin, and are by nature children
of wrath, incapable of saving
good, prone to evil, dead in sin,
and in bondage thereto, and
without the regenerating grace of
the Holy Spirit, they are neither
able nor willing to return to God,
to reform the depravity of their

nature, or to
dispose them
selves to refor
mation.
This is pollution of the soul. When
pollutants are released into air or
streams, one can see their track only
for a few moments. Very quickly they
are absorbed into their environment
and, in fact, they become part of the
environment which is the concern of
the environmentalists.
So it is with sin. Inside, every aspect
of our being is not only tainted with
sin, but completely corrupt by
nature. And from outside come
evil influences, many of them
masquerading as agents of refresh
ment - the cool intOxicating drink;
the seductive music with lurid lyrics,
lulling us or insanely driving us to
lose self-control; the drugs that
desensitize and demoralize; the false
philosophies which abrogate truth,
sometimes even in the name of
religion or spirituality; the taking of
innocent life, young or old, to
enhance personal ease or pleasure;
the unveiling of more of the human
body, in style or pornography, than
mortals can handle; the internet
filth; the redefinition of the family
to include cohabiting couples without
marriage, often calling themselves
"parents" to impressionable children,
gay or lesbian "parents," biological
parents versus surrogate parents due
to genetiC juggling. Like the
pollutants of air and streams, these
pollutants invade an already corrupt
heart and destroy it for all eternity
unless it is redeemed by the blessed
blood of Jesus Christ.
What are we doing about this
pollution? For the most part,
Christians are going blissfully on
their way, climbing the ladder of
personal success, not understanding
or wanting to understand that if
they do nothing to stem the tide,
certainly the unbelieving community
will not restrain or reverse the trends.

The Netherlands, once a strong
Reformed community, things have
reached a shocking stage - open
copulation and permissible death by
lethal injection. Generations are
arising that "know not the Lord,"
and too many older folks are saying,
"Well, that's life."
As Christians we must wake up to
the fact that we are in a battle even
though things have never looked so

Makin

an

prosperous and beautiful. We must
avoid the temptation to be "politi
cally correct," take the sword of the
Spirit which is the Word of God and
apply it verbally in the private context
of our families and in the open context
of the marketplace. There are many
activist organizations out there that
are fighting for Christian values. Join
them. Write letters to the editor in
local newspapers. Engage neighbors,
friends and family in meaningful

conversation which goes beyond the
weather, the news, and the best dining
facilities in the area. Begin a
neighborhood Bible study, or invite
unbelievers to one at church  and
be sure to go yourself. Bible study
and church attendance is at an all
time low. Lord's Day observance is
almost extinct. It's a matter of eternal
life or eternal death.

Iill act on Others
Gary Cox

This has been an interesting summer.
It started with a 5,2oo-mile family
vacation through the wild west
(from the Badlands of South Dakota
to glacier National Park in Montana)
to an attempted theft of our car in
Atlanta to my 30th high school
reunion in New Jersey.
I've experienced the good, the bad
and the ugly. But it was my reunion
that actually made the most vivid
impression and has stuck with me
the longest.
First of all, if you've ever been to a
high school reunion you know that
you can't recognize about half of
your former classmates. On an even
sadder note, you also learn how
many that you graduated with no
longer pay taxes because they are no
longer breathing. In my case, out of
a class of about 300, at least a dozen
have died and those are just the ones
we know about.
You need to know that my high
school class was roughly 30 percent
Jewish. To say it was a secular group
in a secular part of the country is no
overstatement. New Jersey isn't
exactly the Bible belt.
Nevertheless, many of my class
mates knew that I was a Christian. I
didn't shove that down their throat
but I didn't hide it either. In my
graduation speech as student council
president I mentioned the name of

the Lord and I can still vividly recall
the audible rumble that went
through the audience (you just didn't
publicly mention the "G-word" even
in those days).
So you can imagine my surprise
when one girl (now a middle-aged
woman) came up and said, "You
know, we were all children of the
'60s. We were pretty clueless about
life, but you seemed to know where
you were going and what life was all
about. You added some stability to
our class. Thanks!"
I wanted to ask, "Are you sure you've
got the right guy?" You could have
knocked me over with a feather.
Even though I did attempt to follow
Christ and be faithful to Him
through my high school years, I was
still a teen-ager with a ton of growing
up to do (still working on that
"growing up" stuff as a matter of
fact). I was no paragon of perfection,
but my fellow students apparently
saw that there was a difference for
which I can only give God the praise
that they saw anything that was
attractive.

these years, that I
would be delighted
that he had come
to know Christ as his
Messiah (and I most certainly am).
The lesson for me was simply that
we have no idea the impact (for
good or ill) that we are making on
those around us each day. St. Francis
is purported to have said, "Preach
the gospel. Use words if necessary."
Obviously words are necessary since
"faith comes by hearing and hearing
by the Word of God," but his pOint
is profoundly clear. I honestly didn't
realize just how true that is until a
few weeks ago. The class of '70
reminded me in a fresh way that no
man lives unto himself. Who we are
and what we do impacts the world
around us. And, as a Christian, I
have the incredible privilege of
impacting people, not just for this
life but also for eternity, and so do
you if you know the Lord Jesus as
your Savior.
If so, may God help us to consistently

I found it amazing that my class
mates just assumed that I would still
believe what I told them I believed
many years ago (and I do).

live for Christ since we really are the
only Bible some people will ever read.
If you don't have a personal
relationship with the Father
through the Son, then I encourage
you to take a hard look at the ladder
you're now climbing. It could well
be leaning against a crumbling wall.

They just assumed that I would be a
pastor (which I am). And at least one
Jewish classmate just assumed, after all

Rev. Gary Cox is minister of
Meadowview Reformed Presbyterian
Church (PCA) in Lexington, NC.
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e Attraction?
Shirley W. Madany
"What is it that attracts Westerners
to Islam?"
This question was raised by one of
the students at Westminster
Theological Seminary in California,
during the two-week interim class
on "Current Issues in Missions" and
"Missions to Muslims" which was
taught by my husband. Later the
seminarian explained to us what lay
behind his question. It was some
thing that we all puzzle over when
we hear that a former Christian has
become a Muslim, especially a
woman. He had watched this happen
to a young lady from his church
who was totally won over to the
religion of Islam. She had met a
Muslim student while at university.
The seminarian considered her to be
someone who did not make hasty
judgments. He imagined that she
had really read and studied all she
could before she made her decision.
But the end result surprised him
when her acceptance of Islam
became visible. She had adopted the
traditional dress and covering of an
Islamic woman.
But she had been a Christian. What
had happened? Was her immunity
level too low? Was there something
lacking in the Christianity she saw
around her? Why was she attracted
to Islam?
In looking for an answer we will go
back in history to see how Islam
spread in its early days - it is more
than 1400 years old now. Are today's
tactics different? In the early years
Islam spread forcibly, often by the
sword. Those who tried to resist, lost
their life. Those who converted were
safe. And those who attempted to
hang onto their faith had to agree to
pay the heavy taxes that were levied
on them, and they also had to settle
for life as "second-class citizens."
They were known as "dhimmis" or
the "protected ones."

That is not how Islam is being
presented here in the USA in this
21st century. Now that Islam is
spreading freely over Western
Europe and into the Americas, by
immigration and also by the finding
of lucrative jobs in the technical
field, there is no need for force. Force
might be needed to bring in the
"Khilafa" and "sharia" law. The
unspeakable violence in the country
of Nigeria gives an unpleasant example
of how unacceptable that was to a
portion of the population.
Islam is considered one of the
fastest growing religions.
There is an air of success
about it and a visible drive
to convert the West by
persuasion. Using the laws
of the free world, and the
newfound skills of
the computer
based society,
there is unlimited scope
for spreading the Islamic faith.
Muslims have been quick to estab
lish attractive web sites. They have
also learned how to make them
selves heard politically and on the
university campuses of each free and
democratic country in which they
have settled.
Perhaps you remember reading our
article about "Khilafa" for Britain
(March issue of the Missionary
Monthly). In it we talked about this
dream of establishing Islamic law in
Britain and how it was challenged.
That debate took place in London in
November of '99. This February we
learned of a very different kind of
debate, but on a similar subject,
which took place at Oxford
University. It was planned by the
Oxford Debating Society and the
proposition they wished to debate
was: "The House believes that Islam
is incompatible with the West."

We have just read a synopsis of what
was said and the visible results.
Intangible results cannot be measured.
According to the report the majority
present voted against this premise.
They decided that Islam is compatible
with the West! It is questionable
how enlightened the audience was
about the history and significance of
the matter being discussed, or
whether there were many genuine
Christians present.
The debate was held at the Oxford
Union with attendance around 1000
persons. Jay Smith was invited to
uphold this proposition and Benizir
Bhutto (former Prime Minister of
Pakistan and ex-Oxford Union
president) opposed him. Supporting
Jay was a war correspondent for
The Times named Janine de
Giovanni who had come
straight out of Chechnya.
She was one of
only two Western
journalists to have
penetrated the rebel lines. His
other supporter was an Oxford stu
dent, Jake, who is one of the fore
most debaters in the student world.
Ms. Bhutto was supported by Dr.
Zaki Badawi (principal of the
Muslim College of London), and
Aaron, a Singaporean Malay Muslim
student debater.
By the time our friend was called
upon he knew that he was not
among friends. He was the last to
speak. His words were met with
hostility. Benazir Bhutto had cleverly
presented an Islam that one would
hardly recognize - a tolerant, loving,
Westernized Islam having so much
in common with the peoples of the
world and obviously so much in
common with the audience. She was
a brilliant and elegant speaker and
soon had them in her control. She
spoke of her attempts to lead a
"reformation," similar to what
Christianity had gone through in

the 16th century. Her family history
was enough to create a wave of
sympathy. Who would dare to argue
that Islam is "incompatible with the
West"? Hadn't Ms. Bhutto suffered
the loss of her father, a former Prime
Minister, by hanging? And hadn't
she herself been removed from her
position as Prime Minister of
Pakistan? How doubly remarkable
then that this did not stop her from
championing her religion.
So there we have one answer
about this attractiveness. Somewhere
between the radical group of last
November who wanted Islamic law
(shariah law) to be practiced in
Britain, and now the sophisticated
"reformers" (so-called) who would
market a new Westernized type of
Islam that would be agreeable to all,
must lie the answer to why there is
this continual defection from our
ranks. It can happen to someone who
has previously known nothing about
Islam, or to the most learned theolo
gian who has spent hours, even years,
in his study of the subject.
Not many of us will be called on to
publicly debate a subject such as this
one. But we do well to consider what
kind of an impression the Christians
of Europe and America are having
upon the world around them, and
particularly on the new immigrants
coming into western lands. One
longs for the Christian community
at home to have the zeal and fervor
of the Christians who have left
home and country to take the gospel
to foreign lands. For the first time in
history those of us who make up the
"sending" church are on trial. The
foreign lands have come to us and
they judge Christianity by what they
see. Not only do they challenge our
lifestyle but also, as in the case of the
Muslims, they come with a fervent
desire to convert us to their religion
and way of life.
A thoughtful study of the New
Testament epistles will show how
important it was to live so that
others would see Christ. Someone
has said that the miracles performed
by our Lord authenticated His great

work here on earth, and that likewise,
our godly behavior would
authenticate our spoken testimony.
One cannot help observing that the
Christian lifestyle is not nearly as
definite as the Muslim lifestyle. There
is a definite attraction in the visible
prayer devotion exhibited by Muslim
believers. Many people are looking
for a religion which has the security
of lots of rules and regulations.

Mrs. Madany was an invaluable
partner for her husband, Reverend
Bassam Madany, when he was
Minister ofArabic Broadcasting for
the Back to God Hour of the
Christian Reformed Church. Now
in retirement, they have established
Middle East Resources, help for
ministry to Muslims. Their website
is www.safeplace.net/members/mer.

We are aware, also, that in countries
like France and Britain, the Christian wit
ness has become almost non-existent.
One thinks with shame of the low
level of British humor, so much of it
blasphemous and determined to use

One cannot help
observing that the
Christian lifest'yle is not
nearl'y as definite as the
Muslim lifest'yle ... man'y
people are looking for
a religion which has the
securit.Y of lots of rules
and regulations.
religion as only something to be
laughed at. Or one shudders to hear of
the open prostitution being condoned
in the big cities of The Netherlands. As
for France - secularism has done its
best or worst to stamp out the Christian
faith. To the Muslim immigrant these
matters are all proof of the failure of
Christianity for they think of these
countries as being "Christian." Who
would not prefer a religion which takes
itself seriously?
Undoubtedly there is a growing
attraction to Islam. We would
recommend that you read more of
our web site and give yourself a
refresher course. The old days have
vanished. Islam is not merely a far
away, unreached mission field crying
out for attention and more
missionaries. It has a vigorous
missionary force and is making itself
heard everywhere you look in the
Western world. We need a faith-built
immunity to stem the tide.
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MANASSAS,
VA
(EP)
Conservative radio talk-show host
Dr. Laura Schlessinger is taking
heat from homosexual activists
who oppose her planned TV
series, but the Jewish Schlessinger
has the backing of Christian
broadcasters. Brandt Gustaveson,
president of National Religious
Broadcasters (NRB), which repre
sents more than 1,250 Christian
stations and networks, has written
to the chairman of the Paramount
Television Group urging him not
to back down from the planned
program in the face of protests.
"In these days of political correct
ness, anybody who dares to say
some decisions are right and some
decisions are wrong will be
subjected to a barrage of criticism,"
Gustaveson wrote. "This is precisely
what has happened to our friend
Dr. Laura. The logic these protes
tors are using clearly doesn't make
sense, To say Paramount should
silence Dr. Laura for her lack of
'tolerance' is on its face intolerant.
Such twisted logic should be
rejected as laughable and the issue
put to rest." Homosexual advo
cates have attacked Schlessinger
for saying that homosexuality is
"deviant."

Cal Thomas
In his book "Earth in the Balance,"
Vice President Al Gore positions
himself as something of a scientific
expert. But recently on "Meet the
Press," Gore showed that he has an
enormous hole in his moral ozone
layer.
Responding to a question from host
Tim Russert as to whether Gore
believes that human life begins at
conception, Gore responded
categorically and with surprising
certainty for a politician: "No."
Reversing an earlier pro-life position
in which he claimed to hold a "deep
personal conviction that abortion is
wrong," Gore said he had changed
his mind because "I talked to a lot of
women who taught me about the
kinds of circumstances that can
come and the kinds of dilemmas
that women can face." Now, he says,
he's come to another "deep convic
tion that a woman's right to choose
must be protected regardless of the
woman's income." Huh?
It appears that Gore's
convictions have the
depth of floor wax.
Never mind that all
of the circumstances
that lead a woman
to have an abortion
- except personal
convenience - can
be alleviated and that
couples yearning to
give life and love to a
baby that somewomen
just discard. For Gore, politics
is more important than life.
Gore's sale of his soul to the pro-choice
political devils was further evident in
two other comments. He hinted that
he would not require parents to give
permission for their minor daughters
to have an abortion. Why? He said
such requirements are used by
pro-lifers to try to eliminate all abortions.

Tim Russert asked Gore about a law
on the books that says "a (federal)
sentence of death shall not be
carried out upon a woman while she
is pregnant." Gore seemed flummoxed.
He wasn't familiar with the law. But
the next day, apparently after
consulting the National Abortion
Rights Action League, Gore told a
news conference in Nashville, "the
principle of a woman's right to
choose governs in this case." In
other words, if a condemned preg
nant women wants to take her
unborn child to the death chamber
with her, it's her "right." A pro-lifer
who favors the outlawing of abortion
under all circumstances is condemned
as a zealot and fanatic. Why aren't the
same words valid for the opposite
pOSition, which Al Gore holds, of
abortion under any and all
circumstances and for whatever
reason?
Gore's contention that human life
does not begin at conception is
objectively untrue. Here, logic has
been eclipsed by politics.
Even many pro-choice
scientists acknowledge
that life's beginning
occurs when egg
and sperm meet.
The Chicago
Tribune reported
on a conference
of scientists 1IlErt
ing in Montreal in
1977 to study the
research on
DNA: "The over
riding message
of all this new
research is that the life of a
baby begins at conception...."
Testifying before a Senate subcom
mittee in 1981, the late Dr. Hymie
Gordon, chairman of the department
of genetics at the Mayo Clinic in
Rochester, Minnesota, said, "The
question of when human life begins
is an established fact. All life, including
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conception."
The late Dr. Jerome Lejeune, a world
renowned French geneticist, wrote
in Social Science and Modern Society
(May/June, 1982), "Modern biology
teaches us that ancestors are united
to the progeny by a continuous
material link, for it is from the fertil
ization of the female cell (ovum) by
the male cell (the spermatozoon)
that a new member of the species
will emerge. Life has a very long
history, but each individual has a
very neat beginning
the
moment of conception."
On June 27, the editorially pro
choice New York Times reported on
the Human Genome Project that
maps the body's DNA: "The human
genome is ... a model of high
performance and reliability.
Millions of times a year, egg genome
meets sperm genome, and the result is
a human baby, its parts all in place, its
brain a universe of love and meaning."
Such facts - and they are indisputable
- suggest that Vice President Gore is
such a pro-abortion zealot that he has
aborted his own soul for what he
believes will be the prize of winning the
White House.
Los Angeles Times Syndicate

CoS~nant ttries

s
Susan Hunt

Many Christian homes are battle
grounds rather than sanctuaries of
grace. Many Christian marriages are
hollow. Many parents are panic
stricken about raising children in
our postmodern culture and many
are heartbroken over choices their
children have made. Despite all the
formulas and checklists, many
Christian families are crumbling and
people are trying to find the silver
bullet that will provide the solution.
I keep wondering, is the problem that
we're simply not applying the
covenant to what we believe about
family? Is it so simple that we're missing
it? The covenant is not a checklist. A
covenantal perspective does not
divide life into neat little compart
ments. It does not separate the marriage
from parenting, and it does not separate
the family from the family of families
the church. The covenant model calls
us to live in God's presence to reflect
His glory to each other so that we
touch each other with grace. Only
then will husbands and wives turn
with one heart and voice and reflect
grace to their children.

and materialism. This distortion
seeps into many Christian families
in the form of family individualism.
The members of a nuclear family
become an island unto themselves.
They are devoted to one another, but
detached from the covenant family.
The motive is noble - there is an
intense desire to protect. But the
strategy is flawed - they isolate
and barricade.
For the last two or three decades,
we have flocked to the experts with
our questions about marriage and
parenting. I am not discounting
the importance of the expertise of
the experts, but perhaps we have
neglected the covenant way of
listening to the generation ahead
of us. They are further down the path.
They know things we need to know.
This exodus to the experts has
robbed one generation of hearing
the wisdom of the next generation,
and it has robbed the older genera
tion of the opportunity to share
their life experiences.
~

tum outward and
join hands with other
households in the
community of faith
and face the world .
with the message of
Cultivating havens of
grace is not so much
about what we do; it's
about who we are. It's about being
transformed by the gospel of grace as
our family journeys through life with
others in the covenant community.
I know this is radical. Our practice of
family is generally shaped more by
culture than Scripture, and we live in
a culture of individualism, selfism,

The basic premise of a covenantal
. approach to family and church
___
is that we must teach
'\---. the content of the
IF'
~ mvenant of grace
~ -:/L;:~
in the context
~~
" of covenant
"''{ "~-: .•~ J relationships
. that validate the
~
covenant of grace.
~ The covenant way
is for one generation
_
if
to tell the next gener
rz£)? ation the praiseworthy
deeds of the Lord. When families
isolate, they deprive themselves of
one of their greatest resources - the
people of God.

..

"-\

In Exodus 33 Moses made an amazing

request. He said, "Show me your
glory." What did God show Moses?
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He revealed that He is a personal
God of covenant faithfulness. He is a
God who enters into intimate
relationships with His people. He is
merciful, gracious, and longsuffering.
He abounds in goodness and truth.
And He forgives. This is what a
reflection of His glory will look like
in us.
Then God gave Moses specific
instructions for the tabernacle, even
its placement. Prior to this, the tent
of meeting had been outside the
camp. Now, this visible manifesta
tion of God's presence among them
was to be right in the center of the
camp. Anytime Israelites walked outside
their tents, they saw glory. But not
only did they see glory, they were to
see each other in light of that glory
and they were to reflect that glory to
each other.
What if one family had decided they
really didn't like group travel so they
packed up their tent and traveled
through the desert alone. Can you
imagine how weak and vulnerable
they would have been? And they
would have left an empty place in
the community.
Many families make themselves
weak and vulnerable because they
pull away and keep church at a
distance. Sometimes this happens
because of a philosophy of family
that says, "We need quality time and
therefore we have to be careful that
church doesn't infringe on that time."
There is a delicate balance between
home and church. The lines are not
distinct - they are wavy. There are
overlaps and we will never get it
exactly right. It is a step-by-step
process and we learn as we go. But if
we pull away we will be weak and
vulnerable and we will deprive our
families of the privilege of weeping
with those who weep and rejoicing

rejoice.
deprive ourselves of people to grieve
and celebrate with us.
As we have been blessed with grand
children, the covenant way of life
has become even more precious to
Gene and me. We want our grand
children to enjoy the privileges and
responsibilities of being a part of the
covenant community. But it was the
death of a grandchild that plunged
our family into the comfort of being
a part of the covenant community.
Two years ago our oldest daughter
and her husband learned that their
fifth baby had a hole in her heart.
They are members of the church in
Decatur, Alabama, which is pastored
by a Covenant Seminary graduate,
Charles Garland. This church
embraces all of their covenant children
in grace, but they particularly
embraced Annie Grace as they realized
how fragile her little life was.
The day of Annie's surgery, many
people from the church were with us
even though we had been told that
it was almost routine surgery. It wasn't.
Annie's little heart was much weaker
than had been thought. When the
doctor told Kathryn and Dean that
Annie would only live a little longer,
and that they could go into intensive
care and stay with her, I saw horror
on Kathryn's face. "I can't watch her
die," she cried as they walked into
ICU. Immediately the church in the
waiting room began to pray that God
would give Kathryn and Dean grace
to parent Annie to the gates of
heaven. When the nurse took Gene
and me to Annie's bedside, we saw the
incredible answer to those prayers.
Dean was sitting in a rocking chair,
Kathryn was in his lap, and they
were holding Annie. I have never
seen such extraordinary peace. They
talked to Annie about heaven, and
told her how much they loved her.
They told her that she would soon
be worshiping Jesus face-to-face.
After a while, we reminded them
that the church was in the waiting

room and asked if they would like
them to tell Annie good-by. Kathryn
and Dean could have clutched those
last moments with Annie, but they
acted covenantally. They understood
that Annie belonged to the covenant
community. The covenant family
began coming in two or three at a
time. They kissed Annie. They wept.
When Annie began worshiping God
face-to-face, we joined the church in
the waiting room and worshiped
Him together.
Over the next days, weeks, and
months this covenant community
continued to surround this family
with tender love. They did not just
weep for Kathryn and Dean; they
wept with them. They believed that
Annie had been entrusted to their
church family, and they loved her.
They did not stand at a distance and
watch. They entered into her living
and her dying, and they continue to
care for her parents and siblings in
remarkable ways. When the other
children asked why people were
doing so many things for them,
Kathryn and Dean would reply,
"This is the body of Christ taking
care of us." At one point I was flooded
with fear wondering about the effect
of Annie's death on her precious
brothers and sisters. But I quickly
realized that they were not learning
about death in a vacuum. They were
experiencing this reality in the
context of a community of love.
Several months later, our family
was back in that church for a joyous
celebration as Kathryn and Dean's
oldest child became a full
communing member of the
church. I sat there and watched
this church family weep tears of joy
as one of their little boys stood and
made his public profeSSion of faith.
Over the next several days Kathryn
would call me and say, "Mom, you
wouldn't believe it - everyone
keeps calling and telling me that
they felt like their little boy was
standing there." And indeed their
little boy was standing there. It was
more than just a celebration for our
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nuclear family. His whole church
family rejoiced that this child of the
covenant had ratified that covenant.
That's what covenant life looks like.
But if we isolate our families we'll
miss it.
The covenant community is part of
our inheritance. It is in this
community that one generation
can commend God's works and
ways to the next generation. It is in
this community that the cords of
the covenant hold us when we are
weak and vulnerable. Human
language is inadequate to describe
the wonder and beauty of God's
people living out the reality of their
relationship with Him, but it is a
dazzling spectacle of grace.
This article is reprinted from
Leader to Leader, a quarterly
produced by Covenant Theological
Seminary in St. Louis.

Susan Hunt serves the Presbyterian
Church in America (PCA) as the
Director of Women's Ministry for
the Christian Education and
Publications Committee while also
serving in her local church as the
wife of Reverend Gene Hunt. She is
the mother of three children,
Kathryn, Richie, and Lauren and
the grandmother ofnine. Mrs. Hunt
shares the knowledge gained from
rearing her own children as well as
her extensive work in the church, as
the author of many books,
including: Leadership for Women
In the Church (co-authored with
Peggy Hutcheson), Spiritual Mothering:
the Titus 2 Mandate for Women
Mentoring Women, By Design,
The True Woman, and Heirs of the
Covenant. She has also authored
two children's books, My ABC Bible
Verses and Big Truths for Little
Kids (coauthored with Richie
Hunt). Her latest book on a
covenantal perspective of family is
scheduled for publication in June. A
graduate of the University of South
Carolina and Columbia Theological
Seminary (Decatur, GA), Mrs Hunt
resides in Atlanta, GA.

e
John Sittema
Bob was chainnan of the evangelism
committee at 1st Refonned Presbyterian
Church. He had taken the position with
great enthusiasm, wanting to serve his
Lord and help his church honor the
Great Commission. He had held the
position for 7 years, but his tenure had
been marked by struggles: members of
the church without evangelism zeal
(perhaps because they had been raised
in the faith and never knew what it was
like to be without hope and without
God in the world), theological hobbyists
who would rather debate the relation
ship between election and evangelism
than share the faith with an unbeliever,
an annual budget that gave evidence of
his congregation's lack of commitment
to reaching the lost (at least locally; they
gave thousands to world missions, but
committed a pittance for local efforts).
And Bob was tired ofit. So tired, in fact,
that he was thinking both of resigning
the committee and leaving for a church
that actually cared about evangelism.

Sally wasn't sleeping or eating well.
Since her husband George left her and
the kids for another man, her life had
been a nightmare. She ran the gamut of
emotions: humiliation, loss, anger,
grief, sadness for the children, confusion
about homosexuality and the church's
ministry to homosexuals, not to mention
a numbing loss of self-image ("He left
me for a man??? What's wrong with
me?"). But what seemed to hurt just as
much was the thundering silence of the
church. No one came by to visit with
her. She heard a couple elders had tried
to get hold of George to rebuke him for
his sin, but everyone treated her as ifshe
had leprosy. She noticed people talking
about her in the lobby of church, and
Sally knew people cared. But the fact
that they didn't know what to say to her
wasn't much comfort. She was hurting,
she needed to talk about it and cry
about it with fellow believers. And no
one was there.

Perhaps the stories aren't exactly like
experiences you've had. But they're
close.
No, the issue of this article isn't the
problem many Reformed and
Presbyterian Christians have with
evangelism, nor is it about homo
sexuality and its many consequences.
Rather, it's about a ministry that lies
at the very heart of the work of elders
and deacons, and is a commanded
part of the ministry of the pulpit as
well. It is the ministry of encouragement.

A Brief Definition
First, let's define terms. In the original,
the word usually translated "encour
agement" is "parakletos." Sometimes,
it's rendered as "comfort" or
"consolation" or even "counsel."
The word bears the connotation of
"coming alongside of" someone to
help them along. I've often thought
of a father running alongside a
5-year-old son or daughter while he
or she learns to ride a bicycle, dad's
hand on the back of the seat for
steadying, voice calming the fears of

marathon. Lined
up at about the
20-mile mark, when the runner
runs out of glycogen in the blood
stream and hits the "wall," their
shouts of "You can do it!" and
"You're looking great!" buoy up the
spirits of the exhausted athlete.
Encouragement. Or of the "cloud of
witnesses" in Hebrews 12:1 who sit
in the heavenly arena, having
already suffered and won so much in
Christ, serving to encourage us who
slog through the tribulations and
opposition of life in a post-Christian
world. Encouragement.
The Holy Spirit is called the Paraclete
- the same Greek word - in John
14:26, and His ministry is that of
encouragement, comfort, and con
solation to the oppressed church,
the church Jesus told to be prepared
to suffer for Him.

An Assigned
Ministry
Far from merely observing the
definition of a Greek term, however,
I want to point out to all the readers
of this column that God's Word
assigns the work of encouragement
- with all the connotations I've
described above - to the whole
church and especially to the shep
herds of the flock. Consider this
simple listing of direct mandates (a
list that doesn't even touch the
hundreds of other references to
encouragement as the lifestyle and
function of God's church):
• Isaiah 1:17-"en<XJl.ll.'3ge the oppressed"

• I Thessalonians 4:18 - "therefore
en<XJt.U"age one another" (regarding the
Lord's return)
the youngster. Encouragement. Or
of the teammates of an Olympic
athlete who runs the grueling
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• I Thessalonians 5:11 - "therefore
en<XJt.U"age one another and build each
other up" (regarding life in this world)

• I Th~onians 1:14 - "enrourage the
timid"

• ITnnothy4:2-"rebukeandenmurage"
(for shephetds of the fi<Xk~
• Titus 1:9 - an elder must lIenrourage
others by smmd doctrine"
• Titus 2:6 -"enrourage theyoungmen"
• TItus2:15 -lienmurageandrebukewith
all authority"
• Hebrews 3:13 - "enrourage one another

daily... "
• Hebrews 10:25 - "Let us enrourage one
another- and all the more as you see
the Dayapproachlng."
I don't know about you, but I don't
see that kind of ministry among the
people of God very often. I see much
more individualism and privacy (life
in our little cocoons), much less
involvement with the lives of our
brothers and sisters in the body of
believers. And even when some
venture to strive toward some sort of
Christian community, that sense of
community usually evaporates at
the first sign of the awkward or
unusual circumstance (like Sally
above). We can handle death and
grief - after all, we see it all the
time, don't we? And we know how
to handle Bob, the evangelism
chairman. Either let him resign or
leave, or challenge him with his
II~Uty,". but by all means don't pamper
hIm WIth too much attention while
he's having a pity party!! (Sorry.
Couldn't resist the sarcasm.) But
when someone is caught up in sin
we don ' t encourage, we judge.,
When someone (like Sally) is broken
by the sins of someone else, we cluck
our tongues at the horrific nature of
the sin, but stand by and wonder
whether she might have done some
thing (or failed to do something) to
contribute to George's actions.
Reminds me of the true story of the
woman shattered by the death of
her teenaged son in a motorcycle
accident. After some weeks of debili
tating grief, she finally made it back
to her weekly Bible Study and the
women with whom she had opened
the Word regularly for years. After

the initial. hugs and greetings, they
sat down In awkward silence, until
one woman (who seemed to voice
the question all wanted to ask)
spoke: "Tell me, dear. Was he wearing
his helmet?"
Instead of such judgment, such
attitudes, such insensitivity and
awkwardness, God's Word calls us to
encouragement. To throw an arm
around the shoulders of the broken
and bleeding (whether the broken
nes~ and ~leeding was caused by
theIr own SIn or not!), to lift up the
weary who have faced so many
obstacles in their walk that they are
tempted to give up, to give perspective
to those who have lost it because of
the burdens of life.

our troubles, so that we can
encourage those in any trouble
with the encouragement we
ourselves have received from God"
(2 Corinthians 1:3-4).

Dr. Sittema is pastor of Bethel
Christian Reformed Church in
Dallas, Texas, and a contributing
editor of The Outlook.

That's encouragement. And that's
our calling.
I challenge your eldership to ask the
questions: Are we encouragers? Who in
our care needs more encouragement?
I challenge every reader: How can I
encourage my brothers and sisters?
Here are a few ideas. If you've ever
had a miscarriage, think of how
much your words would mean to
someone else who just lost a baby. If
you had an abortion (perhaps before
you came to Christ, or in a time of
bleak despair), think of how much
value your counsel would mean to a
young woman contemplating that
hopeless decision. If you've buried a
loved one recently, your words will
mean much more to a recently
b~reaved friend. If you've struggled
WIth a wandering son or daughter,
your encouragement will mean
more than you can ever imagine to a
father or mother who is broken
hearted over their child's defection
from the church.
Get the pOint? If you've struggled,
God has brought you through
It, you are exactly suited to encourage
others with the struggles of life.
~nd

Strikingly, that's exactly God's point:
IIPraise be ... to the God of all encour
agement, who encourages us in all
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RANCHO SANTA MARGARITA
CA (EP) - Relatives of the lat~
Walter Martin, founder of the
Christian Research Institute, say
that successor Hank Hanegraaff
has departed from the ministry's
O~ginal.misSi?n and are demanding
hIS reSIgnatIOn, according to a
report in the Los Angeles Times.
Hanegraaff, whose "Bible Answer
Man" show is on 125 radio
stations nationwide, was Martin's
hand-picked successor. But Martin's
relatives say he has strayed from
the ministry's original purpose of
debunking unusual religious
claims. Martin's widow Darlene
resigned from the ministry's board
after a public rift with Hanegraaff
in 1996, and last October the family
se~t ~anegraaff a letter detailing
obJectIOns to his leadership.
Hanegraaff says the ministIy's mission
has not changed since he took
over in 1979: liThe basic concept
has always been to eqUip people
with the truth so when a counter
feit looms on the horizon they
know how to recognize it," he said.
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Can a Lonely Faith Justify? lie Teaching of James Part B)
Corne lis P. Venema

What is the question?
As a seminary professor, I often have
the task of evaluating student
papers. In doing so, I have come to
recognize that a good paper ordinarily
has a clear statement of the question
it addresses. Thus, one of the basic
questions I raise in the course of my
evaluation is - to what question is
this paper addressed? When no
question is being asked (and no
answer is therefore given), it's likely
not a very good paper.
Verse 14. I mention that because, as
we look together at James 2, it
becomes immediately evident that
James is a good preacher by this
standard. He tells us at the outset in
verse 14, what question he wishes to
address. It is a question consistent
with the character of the epistle
generally, which is full of practical
instruction in the Christian life:
"What use is it, my brethren, if a
man says he has faith, but he has no
works? Can that faith save him?"
There are some things that require
careful notice in this opening verse.
Notice first that James is posing a
question regarding a man who is
presently claiming to have faith. He
uses the present tense of the verb:
"What use is it, brothers, if a man
says he has faith?" The focus is upon
a professing believer, someone who
is claiming to be a Christian.
Furthermore, James uses language to
call attention to the kind of faith of
which this man boasts. "If a man
says he has faith, but he has no
works, can that kind of faith save
him?" Literally, the text reads, "Can
the faith save him" (not "that kind
of"). It has the definite article,
suggesting that James means to
emphasize that the faith of which
this man boasts is a faith devoid of
works - an empty faith, you

might say. And the precise question
he is asking is: Can a man who
boasts of his faith, but a faith of the
kind that is empty of good works, be
saved by means of that kind of faith?
The force, moreover, of the language
James uses is such as to imply the
answer, "Certainly not." Like many
rhetorical questions, the answer to
this one is not left in doubt.
Now that's not an unusual or
difficult thing for us to understand.
We are likely familiar with the words
of the Lord, "This people comes near
me with their lips, but their hearts
are far from me." These words refer
to people whose religion is of the lip
and the teeth and the tongue alone.
Or again, consider the words of our
Lord in Matthew 7, addressed to
those who professed to have done
many mighty works in His name:
"Not everyone who says to me,
'Lord, Lord!,' will enter the kingdom
of heaven, but only he who does the
will of my Father who is in heaven."
It is the one who does the Father's
will whom Jesus will acknowledge as
truly one of His disciples. To those
who do not do the Father's will,
however, He will say, "Depart from
me, you who practice lawlessness."
And so the question here in James
chapter 2, beginning at the 14th
verse, is the question: Can a mere
profession of faith, though it be a
faith devoid of good works, save
anyone?
Verses 15-17. But now we must go
on to verses 15 through 17. In these
verses, James provides a concrete
example of the kind of thing he is
talking about: "If a brother or sister
is without clothing and in need of
daily food, and one of you says to
them, 'Go in peace; be warmed and
be filled,' and yet you do not give

them what is
necessary for their body, what use is
that? Even so, faith, if it has no
works, is dead, being by itself." Of
what use, James is asking, is a faith
that has no company in good works,
that is "by itself," all alone in the
comer, having no fruit or evidence
that it is alive?
The illustration James uses is a simple
one. He describes a Christian brother
or sister who comes needing clothing
and food. What good would it do to
wish such a person well, but without
doing anything to help in his or her
need, James asks. The expression
James uses here, "Go in peace," is
much like our English expression,
"goodbye." What good would be
accomplished by tossing out the
expression, "goodbye," wishing the
person in need well, but without any
accompanying action to alleviate his
or her need?
This illustration reminds me of our
common practice of greeting people
with the expressions - "How are
you?", "See you later," or "Have a
good day." Perhaps you have been
caught up short, as I have, by someone
who responds to one of these
expressions as though you literally
meant what you were saying. What
happens when someone responds,
for example, with a lengthy
explanation of the terrible day that
they have had? Or they ask you,
when do you hope to see them
next? Usually, you feel rather
sheepish, recognizing that these
expressions are only a "manner of
speaking," and do not reflect any
serious intention of any corresponding
action on your part. At a deeper level,
this is the kind of thing of which
James is speaking here, when he uses
this rather simple illustration of a
professing believer who wishes

someone well, but has no real intention
whatsoever of acting upon their words.
Verse 18. But now we come to verse
18. If you read commentaries on
James 2, you will find that some of
them go on for pages on verse 18
alone, dealing with such questions
as: Where does James begin to
speak? Where does his interlocutor,
or his objector, begin or end his
speaking? Much of this discussion is
beside the pOint, however. The point
of what James says in this verse is
not difficult to see. Suppose, says
James, someone comes and says,
"You have faith, I have works. Show
me your faith without the works,
and I will show you my faith by my
works."
The critical issue that this verse
raises has to do with whether there
is an inseparable link between (true)
faith and works. Or is it possible to
separate between them? Is a faith,
separated from any good works, the
real thing? Because the issue has to
do with this relation between faith
and works, James speaks a little later
in this passage of faith "working
together with" works. The term he
uses in this expression is synergy.
The implication of this is that we
may not divide between, or tear
asunder, what God has put together.
Faith and works are two sides of a
single coin; if you have the one, you
will necessarily have the other. There
must be a synergy of faith and works.
To summarize: the question that this
passage addresses is whether a dead,
lifeless faith can save anyone. Even
before James proceeds to his answer,
the implication is clearly that it cannot.
However, it is not enough to have a
clear understanding of the question
James is addressing in this passage. It
is also critical to notice that it occurs
in a very particular setting. That
setting is one in which there is a
question among men as to the
genuineness of the faith of a
professed believer. The issue is not
whether God is able to discern the
genuineness of a believer's faith. No
doubt, as One who alone is able to

examine the heart, God knows
precisely whether anyone is a true
believer or not. But this dispute as
to the genuineness of faith takes
place among professed believers. The
context of this question is a profes
sion of faith which needs to be
tested by others as to its genuine
ness. Though God knows perfectly
well whether this claim to have faith
is a valid one, the concern of this
question focuses upon how others
can be assured that this claim is true.

One commentator on the text
observes that James uses an expres
sion that suggests the behavior of a
cat when it has been frightened by
something. It draws itself up and, in
a state of trembling and fear, faces off
against its enemy. Similarly, the
demons, though they know who "the
Christ" is, tremble at the truth
concerning Him. They know that
God is one, but this knowledge is not
the expression of a true and living
faith.

Though the importance of this
setting for understanding the kind
of question James is asking will
become more clear in our next article,
it seems qUite apparent that God
does not have to wait until our faith
expresses itself in good works to
know whether it is the genuine article
or not. If I may run ahead a little bit
in the text, did God have to wait
until Abraham demonstrated his
obedience in the matter of the
sacrifice of Isaac in order to know
for the first time that the faith that
"was reckoned unto him as right
eousness" in Genesis 15 was a true
faith? Thus, the context for the
question here is a dispute between
and among those who profess to
believe. I stress that, because the
issue of justification, as we have
previously argued, is where do we
stand with God, not the question, is
our faith confirmed, evidenced, and
shown to others to be genuine by
our doing of those works that proceed
from faith?

Perhaps you are familiar with the
common distinction in Christian
theology between the three aspects
of true faith - knowledge, assent,
and trust. True faith reqUires, but
does not consist only in, a
knowledge of the truth (notitia), for
example, that God is one, or that
Christ is the Son of God, or that He
made atonement for our sins. It also
requires, in addition to the
knowledge of the truth, a conviction
of the truth of what is known
(assensus). It involves a knowledge
and an assent to what is known.
However, even knowledge coupled
with assent does not constitute true
and saving faith. True faith includes
more than such knowledge and
conviction. One can know and even
be convinced of the truth, and yet
lack that trust (fiducia) that belongs
integrally to true faith, namely, the
confidence of salvation in Jesus
Christ. Unless a person knows
about, assents to, and trusts in the
saving work of Jesus Christ, true
faith is not present.

Verses 19-20. Notice, as we go on in
this passage, what is further stated in
verses 19 and 20. "You believe," says
James, "that God is one. You do well.
The demons also believe and shudder.
But are you willing to recognize, you
foolish fellow, that faith without
works is useless or dead?"
In these verses it becomes especially
clear that the faith of someone who
professes to believe, but who does
no good works, is no true faith at all.
Such faith is the kind that even the
demons possess. The apostle James
uses vivid language in verse 19, "The
demons also believe and shudder."

James, accordingly, argues that the
faith of the demons is no true faith.
For, though the demons believe,
their believing is devoid of any con
viction or trust in Jesus Christ unto
salvation. The faith of the demons is
not the rich and living reality of true
faith. Contrary to true faith, which is
marked by confidence in God's grace
and works through love (compare
Galatians 5:6), the faith of the
demons yields only a fearful
prospect of God's judgment. The
language of verse 19 reinforces this
contrast. This verse speaks of the
demons believing "that God is one."

It doesn't speak of their believing

"in" or "upon" God. However, in the
New Testament, when the true faith
of the Christian is described, it is
commonly described as an act
whereby someone believes "in" or
"upon" or "into" Christ or the
promises of the gospel.
Perhaps a simple analogy will prove
helpful here. I have a daughter who
is fifteen and only recently obtained
her permit to drive. She has completed
driver's training class, and I know she
did well. She even has a certificate to
prove it! There is no doubt
whatsoever in my mind that she
has done all of this. I'm convinced
that it's all true. However, the real
test of faith at this point remains:
Will I get into the car to go on the
expressway with her as the driver?
To press the analogy here, true faith

includes not only a knowledge of
and conviction about the truth of
the matter, but a trusting confidence
that readily acts upon the basis of
what is known. That's the way it is
with true faith. Unlike the faith of
the demons, who shudder at the
knowledge that God is one, the faith
of the true believer brings joy and
hope in God, and expresses itself in
the way of Christian obedience.
Well, admittedly, that's a rather
homely and perhaps not a very good
analogy. But the basic idea should be
clear. The faith of which James is talking
here is not the genuine article. It's
that orthodoxy that we call "dead,"
because it is lifeless and unproductive.
That is the great question, then, of
James 2: Can that kind of faith,
namely, a lonely faith, separated from
a life of good works, save anyone?

(Part C - What is the
to be continued in the November/2<XX>
issue of The Outlook)
Footnotes
2 Though it is inddental to James' purpose, perhaps
it is appropriate to remark here that he provides no

encouragement to the kind of preaching or teaching
in the church that "leaves the application" to the hearer.
James' teaching involves the exposition and application
of the Word of God. The preacher of the Word of God
who only expounds, but neglects to apply the text of
Scripture has neither done his duty nor followed the
example of the apostles.

Dr. Cornelis Venema, a contributing
editor of The Outlook magazine,
teaches Doctrinal Studies at
Mid-America Reformed Seminary
in Dyer, Indiana.

W. Robert Godfrey
Heinrich Bullinger (1504-1574) is
one of those Reformers of great fame
and influence in the sixteenth century
who has been largely forgotten in
the twenty-first. He was roughly a
contemporary of John Calvin, born
five years before Calvin and living
ten years longer. Who was Bullinger
and why should we remember him
on this 425th anniversary of his
death?

years later in 1531, Zwingli and 24
fellow ministers of Zurich died in the
Second War of Kappel defending
their city against a Roman Catholic
attack. The young Heinrich Bullinger
(only 26 years old) was called from
the relative obscurity of his teaching
and preaching work in the neighboring
town of Kappel, to one of the most
important pulpits in the Protestant
world.

Bullinger became the leading pastor
in the city of Zurich after the death
of Ulrich Zwingli, whom we might
call the grandfather of the Reformed
movement. Zwingli had come to the
Reformation faith shortly after
Luther, and along with Luther, was
one of the most prominent leaders
of the Reformation. Zwingli and
Luther, while agreed on most pOints,
disagreed strongly on the meaning
of the Lord's Supper. They had tried
to resolve their differences at the
colloquy of Marburg in 1529, but
those efforts failed. Less than two

Heinrich Bullinger was born on
July 18, 1504, in the Swiss town of
Bremgarten. He was the son of a
Roman Catholic priest who li~ed in
a stable relationship with his mother
which was regarded as normal in
many parts of pre-Reformation
Europe. He received a good educa
tion in Renaissance learning in his
early years and attended the
University of Cologne between
1519 and 1522, earning his B.A.
and M.A. degrees. He was in
Cologne when the theological
faculty there publicly burned

Luther's books on
November 15, 1520.
That fire sparked Bullinger's interest in
theology, leading him to read Luther,
the New Testament, and in lS2l, Philip
Melanchthon's new systematic theol
ogy, the Loci Communes. By the end
of his studies in Cologne, he had
embraced the new theology.
He returned to Switzerland and took
up a teaching post at a monastery
school in Kappel. There he found
time to study the SCriptures and
write commentaries on New
Testament books. He heard Zwingli
preach for the first time in 1523 and
participated in the reform of the
church in Kappel in 1525. He
accompanied Zwingli to Bern in
1528 where he met key Reformed
leaders: Berchtold Haller of Bern,
Martin Bucer of Strassburg, and
Guillaume Farel who would later
introduce the reform to Geneva.
Zwingli invited Bullinger to accom
pany him in 1529 to the meeting

with Luther, but he declined, being
very busy with his new preaching
responsibilities in Kappel. That year he
also married a former nun with whom
he would have eleven children.
Of his many works, one of the better
known was the First Helvetic
Confession (1536) of which he was
one of the principal authors. That
confession guided many of the
German-speaking Swiss churches for
about thirty years. Even more influ
ential was his collection of sermons
known as the Decades. This collection
of sermons, ten in each section, was
published in final form in 1558.
These sermons were widely translated
and read throughout Europe. The
leaders of the Anglican church
especially treasured these sermons
and they were required reading for
the clergy in England for many years.
Calvin and Bullinger often corre
sponded and worked closely together
to promote the unity of the
Reformation cause. In 1549 they led
their churches to accept the
Consensus Tigurinus (the Zurich
Agreement) which they had prepared.
This statement signaled a common con
fession on the Lord's Supper embraced
by Zurich and Geneva.
Some scholars have suggested that
Bullinger represented another
Reformed tradition from the one
developed by Calvin. l This suggestion
is not just about the Lord's Supper
(where some think that Bullinger is
closer to Zwingli than Calvin) or
about church discipline (which
Bullinger entrusted ultimately to the
civil magistrate rather than to the
church). Rather this interpretation
of Bullinger argues that he had a
bilateral view of the covenant
(distinct from Calvin's monolateral
view) and that he rejected Calvin's
doctrine of reprobation in favor of a
single, positive decree of predestination.
While there are different emphases in
the theologies of Bullinger and Calvin,
the scholarly argument that sees them
in opposition to each other is very
much overstated.

We find the clearest summary of
Bullinger's theology in his most
famous work, and the only one
much known today, the Second
Helvetic Confession, written in 1561
and published in 1566. Many of the
Reformed churches of Europe
approved this confession and it was
officially adopted by most of the
German-speaking Swiss Reformed
churches. The Hungarian Reformed
Church also adopted it.

century according to the Word
God. He was a faithful and diligent
servant and confessor of Jesus Christ.

The Second Helvetic Confession is
lengthy, running to 76 pages in one
English translation, and divided into
30 chapters. It is qUite theologically
elaborate, with many quotations
from the Bible and very specific
rejections of a wide variety of heresies.
In this confession Bullinger presented
the Reformed truth, insisting that the
Gospel he taught was the true,
ancient religion revealed by God:
"And although the teaching of the
Gospel, compared with the teaching
of the Pharisees concerning the law,
seemed to be a new doctrine when
first preached by Christ (which
Jeremiah also prophesied concerning
the New Testament), yet actually it
not only was and still is an old
doctrine (even if today it is called
new by the Papists when compared
with the teaching now received
among them), but is the most
ancient of all in the world. For God
predestinated from eternity to save
the world through Christ, and he
has disclosed to the world through
the Gospel this, his predestination
and eternal counsel (II Timothy 2:9f.).
Hence it is evident that the religion
and teaching of the Gospel among
all who ever were, are and will be, is
the most ancient of all. Wherefore
we assert that all who say that the
religion and teaching of the Gospel
is a faith which has recently arisen,
being scarcely thirty years old, err
disgracefully and speak shamefully
of the eternal counsel of God"
(chapter 13).2

2 Quotations from the Second Helvetic Confession are
taken from Arthur C. Cochrane, ed., Reformed
Confessions of the 16th Century, Philadelphia
(Westminster Press), 1966.

In the Second Helvetic Confession and
in all his work, Bullinger expressed
the faith which he regarded as
biblical, ancient and catholic - the
faith reformed in the sixteenth
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(Part II - Heinrich Bullinger:
Christian Confessor to be continued
in the November/2000 issue of The
Outlook)
Footnotes
1 See for example]. Wayne Baker, Heinrich Bullinger
and the Caverumt The Other RefOrmed 1Tadition, Athens,
Ohio (Ohio University Press), 1980.

Dr. W. Robert Godfrey, professor of
Church History, is also president of
Westminster Theological Seminary
in Escondido, CA. He is a contributing
editor ofThe Outlook Magazine.

DES MOINES, IA (EP) - Iowa
Governor Tom VIlsack and the mother
of Matthew Shepard announced a
new college scholarship program
that will provide cash prizes to
homosexual high school students.
"These scholarships will add
meaning to a life cut short,"
Vilsack said at a March 30 press
conference with Judy Shepard,
whose homosexual son was beaten
to death during a 1998 robbery in
Wyoming. Although the young
man's killers say their motive was
robbery, Shepard's death has been
widely portrayed as a hate crime.
His mother said the businessman,
Rich Eychaner, will underwrite
three scholarships covering tuition,
fees and books at one of Iowa's
state universities.

Wrongly
Dividing the
Word of Truth:
A Critique of
Dispensationalism
(Second Edition) by John H. Gerstner
Foreword by R. C. Sproul
ISBN 1-57358-068-6
(Hardback, 476 pages). Retail: $29.95
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fresh look.at what the Lord's D~y:'Sh()Ul<l~~f:ef~.:
Christitul. Ray's work.. ~ meant to ~, but also to
stimulate sound thinkini and encourage practical
application, Each of these eight readable chapters is
followed by questions to deepen the perceptions of
the reader and promote a God.pleasing response. I
do not know what more could reasonably be asked
of a book on this subject."
- James M. Boice

EXCERPT
McSabbath is here - worship services that are quick,
easy, convenient, and user-friendly. No muss, no
fuss. tittle or no sacrifice required. Consumers can be
in and out in under an hour. McSermons may not be
as nutritional as the real thing, but, like big Macs,
they have a predictable quality that fills a void at
least for a while. The question is, however, do they
fulfill the purpose of worship, which is to please Gocfl
Conflicts occur when what we want to do on the
Sabbath clashes with what pleases God, when our will
contradicts His. Am I the Lord of the Sabbath and
therefore free to do whatever I please, or is the Son
of Man? Is it my day or His?

The late Dr. John Gerstner came to saving faith in
Christ while a student at the Philadelphia College of
the Bible, under the teachings of a dispensationalist
professor. Only his study in the writings of Jonathan
Edwards received more time and attention than did
his study of dispensationalism. The first draft of this
book was over 1100 pages in manuscript form. It
was first published in 1991, but for various reasons
contained several research errors which received
excessive criticism. Those errors have been corrected
in this printing. This second edition contains three
responses by Dr. Gerstner to critics of his original
work: Dr. Zane Hodges (Grace Evangelical Society),
Dr. John Witmer (Dallas Theological Seminary), and
Dr. Richard Mayhue (Master's Seminary). This work is
important for the ongOing dispensational/covenantal
discussions of our day. It is polemic to be sure, and
Dr. Gerstner pulls no punches. It is available from Soli
Deo Gloria, P.O. Box 451, Morgan, PA 15064.

The Mystery of Godliness
by John Calvin
ISBN 1-57358-094-5
(Hardback, 212 pages). Retail: $20.95
This book is a collection of 14 rare sermons preached
by Calvin. The sermons included are: The Mystery of
Godliness, The Call to Witness, The Doctrine of
Election, Pure Preaching of the Word, The Word Our
Only Rule, The Sure Foundation, The Salvation of All
Men, Behavior in the Church, The Proper Use of
Scripture, Vessels Unto Honor, The Character of the
Faithful, The Need of Reproof, The Privilege of Prayer,
and The Only Mediator. It is available from Soli Deo
GlOria, P.O. Box 451, Morgan, PA 15064.

Evangelicalism Divided
by lain H. Murray
ISBN 0-85151-738-8
(clothbound, 352 pages). Retail: $21.50

Why has Christian unity proved to be such a divisive
topic? In the 1950s two movements - evangelicalism
and ecumenism - offered differing paths to unity
in the church. But as the decades have passed the
influence of ecumenism has exposed a fault line in
evangelicalism. Questions of critical importance have
been brought to the surface: Is the gospel broader
than evangelicals have historically insisted? Can there
be unity with non-evangelicals in evangelism and
church leadership? Does the gospel have priority
over denominational loyalty?
These gained high profile in the crusades led by Dr. Billy
Graham on both sides of the Atlantic, and in the
subsequent interaction among evangelicals in North
America and Europe. At first a new policy of "cooperation
without compromise" promised an "evangelical
renaissance." Those who feared an inevitable
devaluation of the gospel were viewed as destined
for the kind of isolation to which fundamentalism
had been consigned earlier in the century.

Evangelicalism Divided traces the fascinating saga of the
personalities, institutions and publications involved in
this fifty-year period. lain Murray's account is not simply
a black and white narrative. But using the mass of
sources now aVailable, he shows how the new policy
involved concessions which seriously weakened biblical
Christianity. The first and greatest need, he argues, is to
answer the most fundamental and divisive question of
all: What is a Christian? It is available from Banner of
Truth Trust (publisher).
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The importance,of this knowl~ge'qmnot
be overstated. 'fhebook is available from
Soli Deo Gloria, p.o~ Box 451, Morgan, PA
15064.
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