


.knerica's Pied Pi er: Culture vs. Covenant 

The legendary children's poem, The 
Pied Piper of Hamelin, by Robert 
Browning, tells the story about a 
town named Hamelin, which was 
overrun with a plague of rats. A 
strange-looking man with a pipe, in 
brightly-colored clothes, who gave 
his name as the Pied Piper, came to 
the town's officials; for an agreed
upon fee, he promised to rid 
Hamelin of its rats. The Pied Piper 
took his pipe and played enticing 
music, which lured all the rats to 
follow him. The Pied Piper led them 
on and on, right into the River 
Weser, where the rats drowned. 
When Hamelin's mayor would not 
pay him the negotiated fee, the Pied 
Piper played alluring music on his 
pipe once more, charming all the 
children of Hamelin to march after 
him. They followed the Piper right 
out of the town of Hamelin into the 
side of the mountain, never to be 
seen or heard from again. Only one 
child, who was lame and could not 
keep up, was left to tell what had 
happened to all the other children. 

In this poetic story, the children 
were led away from the town and 
their parents by the intriguing 
music of the Pied Piper. I believe 

· there is a "Pied Piper" in present-day 
America, luring Christian family 
members away from one another 

· and from their covenant God 
namely, the powerful influence of 
our culture. 

· God's promise to be our God and the 
God of our children comes with the 
responsibility that we are to love 
God, keep His commandments, and 
teach them to our children. God's 
promise does not change, but the 
influence of culture, whether it be a 
friend or foe, makes a big 
difference, both for parents who 
must carry out their part of the 
covenantal requirement of teaching 
their children and for their children, 
who must accept God's covenant for 
themselves. In this article, I plan to 

point out how a number of factors in 
our culture are enticements to God's 
people and are diametrically opposed 
to God's covenant; therefore they 
become a "Pied Piper" in antithesis to 
God's covenant declaration to 
Abraham: "I will establish my 
covenant as an everlasting covenant 
between me and you and your 
descendants after you for the genera
tions to come, to be your God and 
the God of your descendants after 
you" (Genesis 17:7). In Galatians 
3:29, we read: "If you belong to 
Christ, then you are Abraham's seed, 
and heirs according to the promise." 

Population Controls 
One factor in American culture that 
opposes God's covenant is the urgent 
propaganda of population control. A 
number of years ago, at a meeting held 
in a covenant-teaching church, I heard 
population control stressed and 
promoted as a Christian 
responsibility. The speaker 
recommended and urged 
only two and at the most 
three children per family. 
This was not only a strong 
recommendation, but it 
was promoted as a moral 
obligation. One way God's 
Bible message is 
perpetuated is through 
parents telling it to their 
children. Less covenant 
children means less people learning 
about God and His way of salvation. 
When Christian couples practice pop
ulation control of only two or three 
children in a family and others do not, 
God's number of followers on this 
earth decreases in ratio to false religion 
or non-Christian population. 

U.S. News and World Report, 
September 12, 1994, in an article 
entitled "Population Wars,'1 states: 
"Islam has no fixed doctrine on 
population growth. But some 
Islamic groups proclaim that 
Muslims should be seeking to 
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increase their population 
highest level possible' ... " 

That same article, under 
subheading, "The Real Threat," says: 
"Recent scientific studies confirm 
that the earth's basic resources are 
vastly greater than what are needed 
to feed even the 10 billion people 
who are almost certain to inhabit 
the planet by the middle of the next 
century. The real threat is not that 
the earth will run out of land, 
topsoil, or water, but that nations 
will fail to pursue the economic, 
trade, and research policies that can 
increase the production of food, limit 
environmental damage, and ensure 
that resources reach the people who 
need them. 

In the Grand Rapids Press, September 
11, 1995, an article entitled "Big 
families, once the norm, get second 
looks today," by Kenton Robinson, 

quotes Allan Carlson, president of 
the Rockford Institute: 

It's pretty clear that it 
happened in the late 1960s. 
"Paul Ehrlich's book, Population 
Bomb, I think, is the single 
most important factor in 
this. It got wide publicity 
and became staple reading 
material on most campuses. 
The book was terribly 
wrong about most every
thing it said, but it had a 
tremendous influence. 



"I was on campus at the time, 
and I can remember the 
powerful effect it had on a 
whole generation of young 
women and young men, 
convincing them that to have 
a child is not natural and a 
fulfillment of things...but in 
fact a selfish act." 

Abortion is another practice in our 
culture that is a foe to God's 
covenant. It not only breaks God's 
command, "Do not kill," but also, 
when a Christian woman aborts her 
baby, it is a covenant child that is 
being killed; and this devastating act 
affects the mother's relationship 
with her covenant God. Abortions 
performed on Christian women, like 
population control, affects the 
Christian and non-Christian ratio in 
our country and the world. 

recent Grand Rapids Press 
article states: "A Jewish prophet once 
warned: 'Woe to those who call good 
evil and evil good.' We've called 
abortion 'choice' and marriage an 
inconvenience" (Cal Thomas). 

Charles Reese, in his editorial in the 
Grand Rapids Press of June 20, 1995, 
wrote: "Support for legalized 
abortion has grown from two 
sources. One is the population 
control movement - an elitist 
movement, by the way, that 
originally wanted to curtail the 
growth of humans that the elitists 
considered undesirable and inferior. 
The other is the feminist movement." 

Radical Feminism 
Radical feminism has not only been 
influential in promoting abortion, 
but it has also been a powerful 
enemy to God's covenant in our 
culture through its philosophy of 
the woman promoting herself, her 
desires, and her career before her 
marriage and/or family. When 
marriage and family are not 
considered callings by the Christian 
woman, the home suffers more 
easily from divorce, home breakup, 

and lonely, rebellious children, 
none of which fit well into God's 
plan for His covenant. 

In his book Lost Daughters, (p. 83 
and 88), Reinder Van Til writes: 

Given the degree to which the 
new radical feminists have 
demonized men, it is quite 
understandable that they tend 
to take a dim view of marriage 
and the traditional family. 
Persuading women that they 
are oppressed and victimized 
often appears to be the first 
step in the new radical feminist 
COnsciousness-raising. 

Relevant quotations from Slouching 
Towards Gomorrah, by Robert H. 
Bork, (p. 208 and p. 217), are 
the following: 

There are now more than 600 
undergraduate and several 
dozen graduate programs 
in Women's Studies in 
American colleges and 
universities. [These institutions 
are essentially the centers of 
feminism's power.] 

So alienating are the messages of the 
women's studies programs that 
Professor Sommers writes that she 
would like to see some of the more 
extreme institutions (e.g., Wellesley 
College, Mount Holyoke, Smith, 
Mills, and the University of 
Minnesota) put warning labels on 
the first page of their bulletins: 

We will help your daughter 
discover the extent to which 
she has been in complicity 
with the patriarchy. We will 
encourage her to reconstruct 
herself through dialogue with 
us. She may become enraged 
and chronically offended. She 
will very likely reject the 
religious and moral codes you 
raised her with. She may well 
distance herself from family 
and friends. She may change 
her appearance and even her 
sexual orientation. She may 
end up hating you (her 

father) and pitying you (her 
mother). After she has 
completed her re-education 
with us, you will certainly be 
out of tens of thousands of 
dollars and very possibly be 
out one daughter as well. l 

Robert H. Bork, in his book, Slouching 
Towards Gomorrah, (p. 213), also 
explains the effed of radical feminism: 

As one might suspect from 
their hostility to men, 
marriage, and family, radical 
feminists are very much 
in favor of lesbianism. This 
involves more than the 
demand that lesbianism 
be accepted by SOciety as 
just another "lifestyle." They 
want not only lawful 
lesbian marriages but 
"reproductive rights" for 
lesbians. That means the right 
to bear children through 
artificial insemination, and 
the right to adopt one's 
lesbian partner's child. Since 
sperm is sold freely in the 
United States, much more 
freely than in other nations, 
there are lesbian couples 
raising children. It takes 
little imagination to know 
how the children will 
be indoctrinated.2 

Cal Thomas, in his article, "Vermont 
court plays role of morality police," 
(Grand Rapids Press, December 24, 
1999) writes: 

.. .In publications, conven
tions, and speeches, gay right 
activists for at least three 
decades have sought to 
undefine the family. One gay 
newspaper (QJJ.icksilver Times, 
Washington, D.C., November 
24 - December 4, 1970) 
reported on a lesbian 
workshop in Philadelphia 
that demanded the "destruc
tion of the nuclear family," 
calling it "a microcosm of the 
fascist state, where the women 
and children are owned by, 
and their fates determined 



by, the needs of men in a 
man's world." 

Divorce, a mounting factor in 
societal breakdown, is not only a 
defiance of God's institution of 
marriage, but it also conflicts with 
parents carrying out the parental 
obligation to perpetuate God's 
covenant promise, God's directive 
to Christians to teach His 
commandments to the next 
generation. It is extremely difficult for 
the parent who is not even living 
with his/her children. In addition, 
the parent living with the child(ren) 
is left with this task alone, able to carry 
out the teaching only with one 
person's time and ability. Children, in 
turn, experience a lack of stability and 
security due to the leaving or absence 
of one parent whom they loved. 

Malachi 2:15, in speaking about 
marriage and divorce, says: 

Has not the Lord made them 
one? In flesh and spirit they 
are his. And why one? 
Because he was seeking godly 
offspring. So guard yourself 
in your spirit, and do not 
break faith with the wife of 
your youth. 

Busyness in the home today - with 
father and mother working, the 
sports craze with its many events, 
and the numerous school and 
church activities and programs - is 
leaving a multitude of homes 
without ample time or energy to 
teach the children their covenantal 
responsibilities by word and 
example. The frenzy of family 
schedules, the telephone, computer, 
e-mail, Internet, beepers, and 
parents away from home for 
business, work, or pleasure are 
leaving children alone or with the 
TV far too much. All of this can 
prevent adequate time for leading 
devotions and teaching; but it 
can also cause the lack of proper 
communication and rapport 

between parents and children, 
causing children to develop the 
necessary respect for their parents, 
which is crucial if they are to want 
their parents' values and their God. 

Mothers with careers outside the 
home are giving much of 
their responsibility for covenantal 
instruction to someone else. Parents 
made a vow in the baptism of their 
covenant children, yet many such 
children are getting a huge amount of 
their instruction, training, and 
discipline from day care staff, 
baby-sitters, and TV. 

Dr. James Dobson, in his answer, 
"Mother plays an essential role in 
developing mentally healthy kids" 
(the Grand Valley Advance, March 3, 
1998), gave the results of the 
"renowned Harvard University's 
Preschool Project. A team of 
researchers, led by Dr. Burton White, 
studied young children aged 8 to 18 
months over a 10-year period, 
hoping to discover which experiences 
in the early years of life contribute to 
the development of healthy, 
intelligent human beings." One of 
the observable results of this 
important study is this: "The single 
most important environmental 
factor in the life of the child is his 
or her mother. 'She is on the 
hook,' said Dr. White, 'and carries 
more influence on her child's 
experiences than any other person 
or circumstance.'" 

Dr. James Dobson, in the Grand 
Valley Advance, January 13, 1998, 
answers the question: "Do you agree 
that the quality of time you are with 
your kids is more important than 
that quantity?" by saying: "We won't 
accept that forced choice in any 
other area of our lives. So why is it 
relevant only to our children? 
...both quality AND quantity are 
important in many areas of our 
lives, including how we relate to 
children. They need our time and 
the best we have to give them. My 
concern is that the quantity vs. 
quality argument might be a poorly 
disguised rationalization for giving 
our children neither." 

A headline in an article by Kathleen 
Parker in the Grand Rapids 
Press was: "TV raising kids for absent 
parents." The article tells about two 
polls: The first was the Public Agenda 
poll. The second - conducted jointly 
by Nichelodeon cable network and 
Yankelovich Partners, Inc., a market
ing and research firm - found that 
children are getting much of their 
information from television rather 
than from parents. 

In the book Choose to Love 
Again; Restoring Broken Relationships 
(p. 39), Dr. Gary Rosberg writes the 
following two paragraphs: 

Some studies have shown that 
television shows provide role 
models for young people. 
Several months ago, the Brown 
University Family Therapy 
Letter described an Australian 
study that found 50 percent to 
75 percent of Australian chil
dren said their ideal role mod
els were media figures rather 
than their parents. 

The authors noted that in a 
1956 study, before many 
Australians had television 
sets, parents and surrogate 
parents were chosen as 
the people the children most 
wanted to emulate.3 

In USA Today, November 18, 1999, 
in an article entitled "TV grabs 
biggest share of kids' time," Peter 
Johnson writes: 

The average kid in the USA 
spends 5 hours and 29 
minutes, seven days a week, 
watching TV, listening to 
music, or working on a 
computer at home. And 
most of that is done in 
isolation - in bedrooms that 
are fully media-equipped 
with no parental supervision. 

That's according to a study of more 
than 3,000 kids, ages 2-18, released 
by the Kaiser Family Foundation. 



The article, "TV continues to 
dominate kids' media diet, study 
finds" (Grand Rapids Press, November 
18, 1999), also reports on the Kaiser 
Family Foundation study: 

Two-thirds of children 8 and 
older have a TV in their 
bedrooms, as do one-third of 
children 0 to 7, and one in 10 
has bedroom Internet access, 
the study says. Kids' bedrooms 
"are becoming media central," 
said Vicky Rideout, director of 
Kaiser's Program on the 
Entertainment Media and 
Public Health. 

The article, "Why Americans are 
afraid of their kids," by Donna Britt 
(Grand Rapids Press, November 22, 
1999) states: 

More disturbing than media 
content, which parents can't 
control, is the unprecedented 
number of moms, dads, or 
other caregivers who leave 
kids alone with its messages. 
Increasingly, there are no 
grown-ups around to filter, 
interpret, or react to what 
children consume. No one to 
teach them how to respond. 

Roberts' (Donald Roberts, the 
Stanford University professor 
who co-authored the Kaiser 
survey) advice: Get TVs and 
computers out of your child's 
bedroom and into a location 
where you have a prayer of 
responding to them. "I 
cannot comprehend why 25 
percent of 2 to 4-year-olds 
have TVs in their bedrooms," 
he says. 

The survey's saddest suggestion may 
be its least surprising: Kids who use 
the media the most tend to be 
less happy. A child's continuing 
dispute with parents, unhappiness at 
school, and behavorial troubles are 
"strongly associated" with high 
media use. 

Misuse of the 
Lord's Day 
A lack of Sunday observance today 
among many church-related families 
in America is a contributing factor in 
parents leading covenant children 
away from faithful church attendance 
and their keeping the Lord's Day holy. 
"To keep the Lord's Day holy" means 
to keep the day dedicated to God. 
(Webster defines "holy" as "dedicated 
to religious use; belonging to or 
coming from God; consecrated; 
sacred.") Due to the pressures and the 
influence of the present-day culture, 
too many parents, by example, are 
teaching their children to dedicate 
Sundays to self, choosing to spend 
their Sundays in their own houses or 
away from home rather than in God's 
house, and dedicating the day or 
much of it to their own and their 
families' fun and activities rather than 
making it a God-centered day. This 
affects the individual's and the family's 
relationship with God and their 
respect for and obedience to God's 
commandments. In Ezekiel 20:20, 
God says: "Keep my Sabbath holy, that 

they may be a sign between us. Then 
you will know that I am the Lord 
your God." 

(Continued in next month's issue) 
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If You Catch t You Clean t 

When I was a boy, my family did a 
lot of fishing. Sometimes we came in 
from fishing at night, and we were 
tired. But there was one rule that was 
never broken: "If you catch 'em, you 
clean 'em!" Don't complain that 
you're tired or think the fish can 
keep until morning. The fish need to 
be cleaned, now! They will spoil if 
left until morning. 

My family did not believe in wasting 
food, and fish were meant for food. 
In an unspoken way, we showed 
respect for the fish that we caught. 
They were God's creatures, and 
that meant their meat should be 
properly used. 

The family rule about cleaning fish 
also taught me an early lesson in 
responsibility. If I enjoyed the sport 
of catching fish, I had to share in the 
less pleasant task of cleaning them 
and preparing them for the table. 

This also applies to evangelism. It is 
not enough to lead others to a con
scious decision to follow Christ. 
Christ commanded us to "make dis
ciples"- not mere "converts"- and 
there is a difference between these 
two. The condition of many 
churches is due to their failure to 
nurture and guide new members 
into mature discipleship. 

"Su~eificialityl/ in the 
Worldwide Church 
The evangelical theologian John R. 
Stott of England said recently that in 
many areas of the world the church 
is "characterized by superficiality." 
He described the state of the global 
church as strange, tragic, and 
paradoxical. In some places, Christian 
churches are growing rapidly, but the 
problem is that the lives of the new 
church members are not viSibly 
changed. Christians are not much 
different from the culture around 
them. In short, there is numerical 
growth through evangelism, but 
growth in disdpleship is missing. 

Latin American church growth is a 
case in point. Evangelical churches 
are growing rapidly in a number of 
countries, but the faith of many 
converts remains superficial. Church 
leaders are so alarmed over the 
problem that commissions have 
been appointed to write documents 
that describe what "disciples" 
and "disciplers" look like in the 
Latin American context. They 
recognize that superfidality prevails 
when Christians do not live as 
Jesus' disciples in their homes, 
neighborhoods, and societies. 

What is 
"Discipleship I/? 

In order to clarify what "disdpleship" 
means, I suggest that we distinguish 
between the position of new 
believers who have repented from 
their sin and put their faith in Jesus 
Christ and the process of growing in 
personal faith, obedience, and 
holiness. By God's grace, all those who 
have renounced the "old man" of sin 
and believe in Christ are positionally 
"disdples" of Christ. His Spirit lives in 
their hearts, and they desire to do His 
will. But a great deal still needs to be 
done in their lives to make them 
active, fruitful disdples of Christ. 

The process of discipleship is the 
development of the "new man" in 
the lives of Christ's disciples. As the 
Holy Spirit does His work of 
sanctification within, new believers 
submit themselves more and more 
to the Master's will, and the process 
of discipleship moves forward. Jesus 
said that those who embrace His 
teaching are His disciples (John 
8:31). They progressively demonstrate 
their commitment to Jesus by loving 
one another (John 13:34-35).1 

As long as believers are in this world, 
their disdpleship will be imperfect. 
At the same time, they will grow in 
discipleship as they increasingly 
submit themselves to the Lord. Their 
lives will show evidence of the fruit 
of the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:22). 
Noticeable changes will occur as 
they mature in Christian faith and 
godliness and seek to serve their 
Lord more completely. 

When we study the New Testament, 
we see that much of the Apostle 
Paul's work and writing dealt with 
the process of developing new 
Christians into consistent disdples of 
Christ. Take I Corinthians 6:9-20 as 
one example. Paul had preached the 
gospel in Corinth and gained a good 
number of converts. A church was 
started, but the church was riddled 
with problems. 

Paul wrote frankly about the sins 
practiced in the city of Corinth 
sexual immorality, idolatry, adultery, 
homosexual practices, thievery, 
drunkenness, swindling, and 
unbridled greed. "That is the way 
some of you were," he wrote, "but 
you were washed, you were 
sanctified, you were justified in the 
name ofthe Lord Jesus Christ and by 
the Spirit of our God" (verse 11). 
Paul knew that some of the 
Corinthian believers continued to 
struggle with temptations. He was 
aware of where they came from 
spiritually and morally, and as 



a wise disdple-maker, he addressed 
the issues that confronted them. That 
was the only way to promote the new 
Christians' progress in disdpleship. 

The Vital Roles 
of Churches 
Churches play vital roles in the 
process of disdpleship. It is through 
the teaching of God's Word that 
believers, who positionally are 
already "disdples" of Christ, hear 
their Master's word concerning day
to-day discipleship. The act of 
worship involves listening to God's 
Word, submitting to it, and striving 
to carry it out every day of the week. 
If churches want to do effective evan
gelism, they must take disdpleship 
seriously. They must provide sound 
preaching and teaching on a regular 
basis. They must train disdple-makers 
to work with new believers because 
evangelism with little or no discipleship 
soon evaporates. Unfortunately, some 
churches that are growing rapidly 
through evangelism are failing in 
the area of disciple-making. This is 
the reason why they have big "back 
doors" as well as wide "front doors." 

More and more churches are 
becoming aware of this problem. All 
across America, and overseas as 
well, churches are turning to the 
Alpha program. Alpha is designed to 
teach the basics of Christianity to 
inquirers and new believers as well 
as to enhance the discipleship 
qualities of active Christians. 

When Discipleship 
Training Begins 
The process of turning converts into 
faithful disdples of Christ should 
begin as soon as possible after 
conversion. Conversion involves 
repenting from old sins and 
idolatries and clinging with heart 
and mind to Jesus Christ. The Holy 
Spirit, who has put life into what 
was a dead soul, begins immediately 
to kindle new thoughts and desires. 
These need to be nourished and 
directed without delay. 

In the evangelism classes that I 
teach, I urge students to begin the 
discipling process as soon as a 
person receives Christ as Savior and 
Lord. Every new believer should learn 
the following first steps of disdpleship: 

1. Praying in the name of Christ 

2. Reading the Bible 

3. Renouncing past sins and 
rectifying past wrongdoing 

4. Confessing and renoundng 
involvement in the occult or 
in Satanic practices of any kind 

5. Joining a fellowship of Christians 
and preparing for baptism 

6. Telling friends and family 
about Christ 

7. Doing good to others 

New believers come to Jesus in a 
sin-damaged condition. Their lives 
are often a tangled mess. Some have 
been involved in the occult, 
non-Christian religions, and some 
form of Satan worship. Their minds, 
and sometimes their bodies also, are 
bruised by the life of sin they now 
forsake. Many things must be 
sorted out, and this is where the 
disciple-maker's role is crucial. 
Disdple-making is not easy, and it 
requires time and persistent effort. 

Bill Corrico and His 
Two Wives 
I learned some of these things when 
I was still a seminarian. I preached 
one Sunday evening at a mission 
chapel; my text was Luke 23:33, 
"There they crucified him." As I 
neared the end of the sermon, a big, 
burly man walked to the front of the 
chapel, got down on his knees 
beneath the pulpit, and stayed there 
crying, until I finished. 

His name was Bill Corrico, a native 
American. We talked together after 
the service, and I spelled out the 
Gospel as plainly as I could. That 

evening, Bill Corrico repented of his 
life of sin and put his faith in Christ. 
What a story he told us! He literally 
had broken every one of the Ten 
Commandments in the grossest 
ways. On two separate occasions, he 
had killed men in fights. He had 
thrown their bodies in ditches along 
railroad tracks out West, and he was 
never caught. He said he was willing 
to confess his crimes to the police if 
that was what we wanted him to do. 
Later that night, when we went to 
Bill's home, we discovered he had 
two wives. He knew this was wrong, 
and he asked us to tell him which 
wife he should send away. 

In childlike fashion, Bill Corrico 
was willing to do anything that 
was required to become a follower 
of Jesus. Workers at the chapel 
immediately took up the task of 
discipling him. They worked with 
him continually until he died about 
ten years later. Such work is not 
easy, but faithful disciple-makers 
experience rewards that words 
cannot express. 

Tools for Discipling
New Believers 
Discipling aims to develop new 
believers in three areas: godly 
character, true knowledge of God 
and His Word, and service and 
witness to others. Pastors and 
evangelists frequently build their 
instruction around the Apostles' 
Creed, the Lord's Prayer, and the Ten 
Commandments as the framework 
of their instruction. The Heidelberg 
Catechism has proven to be a useful 
tool the world over. 

Spedal classes designed for people 
who have little or no Christian 
background are the most effective 
way to instruct new believers. 
Grouping them with people who 
know a great deal can sometimes be 
counter-productive. In churches 
that take both evangelism and 
discipleship seriously, classes for new 
believers are held in repeated cycles 
throughout the year. 



__________________ 

With the help of the Holy Spirit, 
Christian character develops as new 
believers worship God, read the 
Bible, pray, and spend time with 
other Christians. Accompanying 
believers in various forms of 
ministry, such as visiting the sick, 
working with youth, or serving in 
mission projects, develops Christian 
character. It also brings to the 
surface spiritual gifts that the Holy 
Spirit is giving them. New converts 
generally learn best by interacting 
with mature Christians. They need 
to talk about matters that concern 
them and observe what mature 
Christians do. 

Winning souls is just the beginning 
of evangelism. DiSciple-making 

Maryland has the dubious distinc
tion of being the first state to pass a 
law mandating handgun locks. It 
does not matter that Governor 
Parris Glendening couldn't free 
a locked handgun without 
assistance at a news confer
ence called to demonstrate 
the supposed logic of the 
law he backs. (A videotape 
of his failed struggle to 
unlock the gun is now run
ning as a National Rifle 
Association commercial 
aimed at proving the NRA's 
point that someone intent 
on doing harm won't be 
waiting for a nervous or .. 
frustrated gun owner to unlock a 
legal weapon before firing his own 
lock-less illegal gun in the 
commission of a crime.) It does not 
matter that, according to noted Yale 
University researcher John R. Lott, 
the Clinton administration has 
vastly overstated the supposed 
benefits of the Brady law, which 
seeks to keep guns out of the hands 
of people with criminal records. 
Nor does it matter that claims on the 
number of children who die "every 
day" from guns are wrong, as are 
claims that more children are 

by guns in America than 

must follow hard on its heels, and 
often it is long and tedious work. 

Might it be that one reason why 
some church leaders shy away from 
evangelism is because, while they 
would like to "catch'em," they don't 
want to "clean 'em"? 

Notes 

1. John R. Stott, cited by Ronda Oosterhoff in "Discipleship 
conference addresses superficiality in worldwide church," 
World Pulse, Vol.34, nO.21 (November 5, 1999). page 1. 

2. Ibid. 

3. From the Eastboume Joint Statement on Discipleship, 
International Consultation on Discipleship, Eastbourne, 
England, September 24, 1999. Cited in Pulse, op.cit., page 2. 

4- For information about Alpha, write to Alpha North 

America, FDR Station, P.O. Box 5209, New York, NY 10150 
(E-mail: alphana@aol.com). 

industrial nations. 

It only matters that politidans are seen 
as "doing something" about the 

"problem ofguns" to help "protect our 
children." Feelings and perception 
triumph over logic and facts. 

A major reason why laws like the 
one in Maryland are passed - even 
over the disapproval of many 
Democratic legislators who saw it 
as flawed but voted for it anyway 
because of the politics - is that 
stories about the abuse of guns 
overwhelm stories about how guns 
have saved lives and defeated 
criminals. How far would big 
government get with its ravenous 
appetite for new laws and more 

Dr. Roger S. Greenway, Missionary 
Monthly Associate Editor, has been 
professor of World Missiology at 
Calvin Theological Seminary, Grand 
Rapids, MI, since 1989. Earlier, he 
and his wife, Edna, served as 
Christian Refonned missionaries to 
Sri Lanka and Mexico. Dr. 
Greenway has served as pastor and 
mission administrator and has 
written numerous mission books 
and articles. 

Consider this report from the 
February 2nd edition of The Tribune 

newspaper in Mesa, Arizona. A 
woman named Bricie Tribble 
heard a strange noise in her 
home shortly after midnight 
and dedded to investigate. She 
was accompanied by her 
AS-caliber handgun. Tribble 
discovered a man rummaging 
through her purse. According 
to police, the intruder told her: 
"I'm going to kill everyone in 
this house, including you." 

.... Tribble fired at least one shot, 
killing the man. Police said he had 
abducted a woman earlier that 
evening at a nearby Wal-Mart, drove 
her to a secluded location, raped 
and shot her. The victim lived and 
gave police a description of 
her assailant. 

Reports like this, which 
recounted on the NRA's web site 
page but are rarely mentioned on 
the TV networks, would bring more 
balance and understanding to the 
"gun control" debate. Suppose 
Tribble was so nervous she couldn't 
get the trigger lock off her legal 
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woman who was assaulted earlier in 
the evening? Would more gun laws 
have saved her? Laws already on the 
books - most of which are not 
enforced - did not deter the 
assailant from raping and shooting 
the other woman. Only a gun used 
to fight crime, not commit crime, 
stopped him. 

The problem has never been the 
gun, the knife, or the automobile. It 
is the intent of the person in 
possession of the gun or knife or 
behind the wheel of the automobile 

In the past issues, we wrote about how 
God is the source of authority. He 
mediates His will to us by way of His 
Word. And so the Word, because it is 
God's Word, has authority over our 
lives. Further, we said that God 
approaches us in life through several 
agents. We wrote about parental 
authority, the authority of the church, 
and the authority of the state. We also 
addressed the style of authority. Those 
in positions of authority must exercise 
their power by way of servant 
leadership. And then we also wrote 
about the limits ofauthority. No human 
has absolute authority. Only God does. 
If you are placed in the unfortunate 
situation where obeying man would 
force you to disobey the commandments 
of God, then you must disobey man in 
order to obey God, for only God has 
unlimited authority. This concluding 
article brings forward two related 
matters, namely, the abuse ofauthority 
and the rejection ofauthority. 

Abuse ofAuthority 
In the state 

Sadly enough, it happens that 
some of those in positions of 
authority abuse their power and 
position. Governments do - there 
are governments that oppress their 
people. We can think of the 
communist regimes of Stalin and 

weapons are used illegally. In the 
matter of sex education, studies 
reveal that teaching abstinence 
prevents the unwanted consequences 
of premarital sex and that the sex 
equivalent of trigger locks (con
doms, the Pill, abortion, and cultur
allessons about promiscuity) do not. 

As with sex, our failure to produce 
the results we say we want has 
resulted from a lack of self-control, 
not a deficiency in laws imposing 
external controls. The concepts of 
right and wrong and respect for life 
and property that were taught in 
previous generations have been 

Mao Tse Tung. Every November, a 
Sunday is declared the International 
Day of Prayer for Persecuted 
Christians. In many Asian and 
North African countries, Christians 
are persecuted for their faith - they 
are oppressed by the state. Clearly, 
such governments are abusing their 
authority. God will hold them 
accountable for this and will punish 
them for it. 

In churches 

This abuse of authority also 
happens in churches. In the 1500s, 
church reformers called the 
Medieval church back to the Word 
of God. Through the centuries, the 
church had strayed far away from 
the simple but true message of 
Scripture, adding all sorts of 
doctrines not found in the 
Bible. On top of that, many of the 
church leaders were living godless 
lives. The reformers called the 
church back to the Bible and away 
from false doctrine and permissive 
living. What was the reaction of 
the church? Persecution! Ex
communication! Death by burning 
at the stake! 

The church assigned more authority 
to itself and its ordinances than to 
the Word of God. It refused to 
submit itself to the rule of Christ. It 

abandoned in pursuit of profit, 
pleasure, and greed in this generation. 
The moral anarchy that has 
predictably followed - of which 
gun violence is only a symptom 
will never be reversed through law 
alone, or even mainly. The solution 
is to focus again on teaching virtue. 
Gun laws don't deter criminals. 
Instead, they can increase crime if 
government restricts the rights of 
the law-abiding while doing little to 
restrain the lawbreakers. 

Los Angeles TImes Syndicate 

persecuted those who lived holy 
lives according to the Word of God 
and who rebuked it for its sins and 
false doctrine. The church of the 
Middle Ages would not take it. It 
used - or, rather, it abused - its 
power and authority to silence those 
who called it to faithfulness and 
submission to God's Word. 

This example, which led 
Reformation of the church, is not 
the only example of the abuse of 
ecclesiastical authority. Throughout 
history, there have been many 
instances of churches abusing their 
authority, misusing their power, to 
silence those who would live godly 
lives and call a disobedient church 
back to the Word. 

In families 

Abuse of authority does not only 
happen in the state and the church; 
it is also, sadly, found in families. All 
physical, verbal, and sexual abuse by 
someone in authority perpetrated 
against someone under authority is 
abuse of authority. We wish we 
could say that this does not happen 
among Christians and in the 
church, but we would be lying. 

What must someone suffering abuse 
do? He or she needs to go to 
someone else in authority for help. 



are all under several spheres of 
authority: the authority of parents, 
teachers, the police, and elders in 
the church. An abused person must 
go to someone else in a position of 
authority for help. The abuser must 
be brought to justice and face the 
just consequences of his crime. He 
must be brought to repentance at 
the foot of the cross of the LordJesus 
Christ. It is only when we fall 
broken at the foot of the cross that 
we are reconciled to God and that 
we can be reconciled to one another. 

Rejection ofAuthority 
The rejection of authority began in 
the Garden of Eden. God told our 
first parents, Adam and Eve, that 
they could eat from every tree in 
the garden except for one. Not 
content with all the other trees, they 
ate from the one excluded tree. They 
rejected God's authority. This spirit 
of revolution has been alive ever 

Today's anti-authority spirit is 
largely a result and working out of 
the Age of Enlightenment and the 
French Revolution. 

Rene Descartes (1596-1650), the 
father of modernism, coined the 
well-known phrase that is always 
associated with him: "Cogito, ergo 
sum" (I think, therefore I am). He 
started with the self. Man is the 
measure of all things. He thought 
that man could live apart from God 
and that revelation is to be rejected. 
We depend upon the self, upon 
human intellect alone, the ability 
to reason. 

This spirit of revolution was cranked 
up a hundredfold by the French 
Revolution, which lasted from 
1789-1799. It was a revolution 
against the church and the king. 
Ultimately, it was a revolution 
against God. The battle cry of the 
French Revolution was: "No God! 
No master!" The king was beheaded. 
France was de-Christianized. Dating 
the years on the basis of the year of 
Christ's birth was abolished. 1789 
became Year One. The seven-day 

week was replaced by a ten-day 
week. The churches were closed. 

A cycle of bloodshed ensued. Those 
manning the guillotine one day 
were its victims the next. The French 
Revolution killed itself. France 
ripened for a takeover. In 1799, 
someone did take over - Napoleon. 
They killed the king and got 
an emperor. 

This spirit of revolution that cries 
"No God! No master!" is still 
very much alive today. It is alive 
in the media. It is alive in the 
entertainment industry. You see it 
on TV. Authority figures are 
routinely ridiculed. On many 
sit-corns, the father is either a lazy 
oaf sitting in front of the TV clicking 
through the channels or a bungling 
fool just barely tolerated by wife and 
children. You see it in the many 
labor unions which are, by nature 
and constitution, against the 
employer. You see the spirit of 
revolution on the evening news as 
you witness screaming protesters 
waving their picket Signs. 

The rejection of authority creates 
havoc, as does the abuse of 
authority. Both create disorder and 
chaos. Everyone ends up doing what 
is right in his own eyes. 

Conclusion 

God is the ultimate authority, the 
source of all authority. He revealed 
Himself and His will in His Word, 
the Scriptures. He calls people to 
pOSitions of authority in life: 
parents, government leaders, church 
leaders. As those in positions of 
authority act as servants - not as 
tyrants, but as servants to those 
under them - things will be well. As 
husbands provide loving, kind, 
servant leadership to their wives, 
reflecting the relationship between 
Christ and the church, things will 
be well in their marriages. As 
parents provide firm but kind 
servant leadership to their families, 
reflecting the relationship between 
God the Father and His people, 
things will go well in their families. 

goes 
governments too. As those in positions 
of authority exercise their power by 
serving those they are called to lead, 
things will be well. If they abuse 
their authority, things will go 
poorly. Families, churches, and 
countries fall apart when those in 
authority abuse their authority. 

As those under authority respect those 
whom God put over them, again, 
things will be well. As children respect 
their parents, as congregations honor 
their elders, as citizens obey their 
governments, things will go well in 
our families, churches, and country. 

May we all obey the Word of God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The 
Triune God has absolute authority. 
He has revealed His will in His 
Word. Let us obey it- every word of 
it. As we keep the Word, submitting 
to it in humility and obedience, 
things will be well in our lives. 
Reject the Word, disobey it, and 
your life will turn upside down. 
Obey it, and things will be well. 

This article is reprinted 
Clarion, Year-End 1999. 

Rev. George van Popta is minister of 
the Canadian Reformed Church in 
Ancaster, Ontario, Canada. 
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"For there is one God, and one Mediator between God and man: the man Christ Jesus. I! (2 Timothy 2:5) 

The Reformers discovered from the 
Scriptures that God's covenant 
promises are mediated to men by 
Christ alone. They learned further 
that the riches of salvation are fully 
possessed by those who are united 
to Christ. He is the only and 
all-sufficient Mediator between the 
holy God and sinful men. 

We need a mediator because we are 
hardened sinners: rebels, hostile to 
God, lawbreakers, guilty, ungodly, 
and wicked; we stray like dumb 
sheep (Romans 8:7; 1:18; 3:29; 
Isaiah 53:6; Ephesians 2:12; 
4:18). We need a man (a God-man!) 
in the middle - someone to stand 
between us and God, someone 
to represent God to us and us to 
Him. Jesus Christ is that 
middleman, God's "last word," 
whose "single offering has perfected 
forever those who are sanctified" 
(Hebrews 1:1, 2; 10:14). 

Christ is God's Prophet to represent 
Him to us by being and bringing 
the Word of God (1 John 1:18; 
Hebrews 1:1, 2; John 15:15). Christ 
is God's Priest to represent us to Him 
by offering an acceptable sacrifice, 
by which communion is established 
and maintained between us and 
God (Hebrews 9:14,28; 2:17). Christ 
is also God's King, the crucified One 
whom God resurrected from the 
dead and made both Lord and 
Christ (Acts 2:36). Jesus possesses all 
authority and power to establish His 

kingdom by saving His people, rul
ing and defending them, and elimi
nating all His and their 
enemies. As J. I. Packer says, Christ 
Jesus, the divine Mediator, was "God 
bringing God to men in grace and 
power in order thereby to bring men 
to God in faith and repentance." 

We need no other than Christ. He 
saves "to the uttermost" all those 
who come unto God by Him. This 
blessed truth is not universally 
accepted by professing Christians 
today. The Roman church, for 
instance, imagines that she must 
stand between God and sinners; 
salvation is possible only to those 
who receive her "sacraments" 
and absolutions. Neo-pentecostalists 

Paul Settle 
allege that Christians need more 
than Christ; indeed, they say, a 
"second blessing" is necessary - a 
special work of the Holy Spirit over 
and above redemption, regeneration, 
justification - evidenced, they say, 
by speaking in tongues, healing, and 
other miracles. 

John Calvin summarized it well: 
Christ "performed the office of 
a Redeemer by dying for our 
sins, by rising again for our justifica
tion, by opening heaven to us 
through His ascension, by Sitting 
at the right hand of the Father, 
whence He will come to judge 
the quick and the dead; and, 
therefore, He procured for us the 
grace of God and salvation" 
(Institutes, Aphorisms, 11-42). 

Jesus has done it all, paid it all, 
procured it all. He is our all-sufficient 
Savior. Soli Christo! 

Reprinted from Equip, 
leadership magazine of the 
January-February 2000. 

Rev. Paul Settlel one of the original 
founders of the Presbyterian 
Church in America (PCA), serves as 
assistant pastor at the Park Cities 
Presbyterian Church (PCA) in 
Dallas, Texas. 

Ministry Opportunity! 
Six prisoners desire Reformed works for their Reformed Fellowship and Bible Study group. 


They suggest books by Cornelius Van Til, Jonathan Edwards, George Whitefield, B.B. Warfield, 

John Calvin, and others. 


If you have books to donate, please send them to the prison chaplain: 


Chaplain Dean Yankey 

BMlX 

P.O. Box 2000 

Wartburg, TN 37887 




God Doe 

When I was a little guy, my parents 
would take me to the Protestant 
chapel at whatever army post to 
which my father was assigned, and I 
would sit through an hour of the 
most boring part of my week. It was 
worse than watching paint dry 
because I had to "be still." This went 
on for the first 10 years of my life. 
After mom and I came to a saving 
relationship with Christ, we left 
the chapel (I think my dad just 
quit going), and we ended up in a 
church where the gospel was 
preached, but God was relegated to 
the Supreme Being who is just 
waiting to catch you messing up. 
Somehow the Father in heaven was 
presented to us sinners as one third 
black-bearded Ayatollah, one third 
black-robed Puritan, and a final 
third just plain hard to get along 
with. He was stem in His holiness 
and stuffy in His relationship to His 
born-again children. 

It was never preached this way, but 
you got the distinct impression that 
Christians were on a performance 
footing with the Father, and if you 
didn't measure up on any given day, 
then you were "out of fellowship" 
with God. If you stayed out of 
fellowship long enough, you might 
be "put on the shelf" of unused and 
unusable believers. 

Now I know that my God is a holy 
God. I know that He has given us 
His Ten Commandments as the 
summation of His holy character 
and how we are to relate to Him and 
to one another. I also know that He 
has called me to be holy and reflect 
His character. 

But the difference between me 
now and me as a college student 
preparing for the vocational ministry 
is that back then I actually thought I 
might be able to measure up. Thirty 
years later, I know that I never will and 
that my entire standing before God is 
based on sheer grace and mercy as I'm 
clothed in the perfection and 

righteousness of God's Son. Apart 
from Jesus, I have nothing with 
which to commend myself to the 
Father before or after conversion. 
So today I relate differently to the 
Lord than I used to. Before, it was 

sort of "grace plus 
performance," but 
now it's just grace, 
and the performance 
is out of devotion and 
a desire to honor 
Him, since I now 
know that even my 

best efforts are tainted by my sin. The 
truth is I can 
never "measure up," 
and that's why I 
desperately need 
Christ's substitution
ary work on my 
behalf - since only 
He can meet the holy 

demands of the Father. 

But how does the 
Father relate to me 
today? How does 
He respond to me 
in His heart? Well, for 
the answer to that 
question, I need to 

take you to Zephaniah - chapter 
three and verse 17. 
"The Lord your God 
is in your midst, the 
Mighty One, will 
save; He will rejoice 
over you with glad
ness, He will quiet 
you with His love, 

He will rejoice over you with 
singing." Now that's 
an amazing thought! 

Did you ever think 
about God singing? 
And if He is singing 
(and Zephaniah tells 
us he is), then what 

is He singing about? Well, according 
to this passage, God sings over you if 
you know Him as your Lord and 
Savior. He even rejOices "over you 
with gladness." 
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ryCox 
What a profound truth that is. It's 
honestly beyond the limits of my 
comprehension that, through Christ, 
God not only loves me and rescued 
me from myself, but He actually 
sings and rejoices over me. What a 
very different concept than the one I 
grew up with. God was either 
painfully boring, or He was painfully 
austere; but never did I think of Him 
as profoundly happy and rejOicing 
(dare we say"singing") over the likes 
of me. Yet such is the case. 

What a delight it's been for me to 
finally realize that my Father in 
heaven delights in me - His son, 
not because of what I do but because 
of my relationship to Him through 
His Son. I hope you can catch sight 
of that too. 

The Rev. Gmy Cox is a minister of 
Meadowview Refarmed Presbyterian 
Church (PeA) in Lexington, NC. 



Most everyone is sensitive to the 
power and influence of technology 
on our culture and particularly on 
our economy. As the NASDAQ rises 
and falls with the tech stocks, our 
economy is affected profoundly. As 
we go through our day using 
telephones, cell phones, computers, 
email, and even driving our 
computer-designed and supported 
automobiles, we live and work in a 
technological wonderland. Some of 
us are obviously more comfortable 
with this technology than others. 

But a recent interview I caught on 
TV about the impact of the Internet 
on the church and the kingdom of 
God struck me. The person 
interviewed was the CEO of one of 
the new Internet companies, but 
was also a well-read Christian. He 
made a remarkable statement that 
hit hard. liThe Internet will have the 
same level of influence on our cul
ture as Johannes Gutenberg's print
ing press had on culture from 
the 15th century on." Think about 
that statement for a minute, and do 
so as a Reformed Christian. Because 
of the printing press, the Reformers 
were able to read and study 
the ancients. Because of it, they 
were able to write sermons, 
commentaries, catechisms, and thus 
inspire, educate, and train God's 
people in Biblical faith. Because of 
the printing press, the Bible, long 
the exclusive property of scholars in 
cloistered medieval academies, 
became available to all God's people. 
Because of the printing press, life 
changed dramatically, profoundly, 
irreversibly. You and I grew up with 
books, magazines, newspapers. We 
all own our own Bible, and many of 
us own several. We all read, and do 
so all the time. Printed words shape 
the way we learn, the way we 
live our lives, the way we think, the 
way we engage in politiCS, even the 
way in which we function as 
church members. 

Is it possible for the Internet 
to impact life with that kind 
of significance? 

Indeed it is. Already a dominant 
worldwide phenomenon, the 
Internet is growing at a shocking 
rate, adding millions of people 
each day to the list of those on line. 
More and more companies have 
fundamentally changed the way 
they do business, putting more and 
more of their dollars into e-commerce 
(electrOniC commerce) applications, 
plans, and marketing. And that's 
only just begun. More and more 
schools and libraries have fundamen
tally changed the way education 
operates. Students are trained to do 
research through the Internet, where 
far more resources are readily and 
inexpensively available than ever 
before. Children learn to work with 
a keyboard and a mouse almost 
before they learn to walk, and a 
student can't get through early 
grades without learning much about 
and through computers. You can 
now buy groceries on the Internet, 
have them delivered to your home 
within 2 hours, and it won't cost you 
any more than it would if you spent 
an hour in your local Kroger. And, if 
a recent conversation with a 
knowledgeable friend is accurate (he 
assures me it is), within a few years 
your refrigerator will have the 
capability to be programmed with a 
list your favorite foods, will track 
them (bar codes!) as you buy, put 
away, and use them, and will 
automatically communicate with 
your local store to order more when 
you run out. 

What in the world does any of this 
have to do with being an elder or a 
deacon in the church of the Lord 
Jesus? Why such an article in this 
journal? Several reasons. First, I'm 
fascinated by the capabilities of 
technology for the church and her 
gospel ministry, and I am convinced 

that, with rare exceptions, Christian 
people have been slow to explore 
those capabilities and harness the 
power of these tools. This article will 
discuss some of these capabilities. 
Second, I'm concerned about the 
negative side effects of the use of the 
Internet in gospel ministry. Next 
month's article will look at the 
dangers. And, third, because I hope 
to stimulate a dialogue with you on 
this subject. At the end of 
this article and at the end of next 
month's as well, I'm going to give 
you my email address and invite you 
to tell me briefly how you use the 
Internet in your church or ministry 
and what you think about it. I'll let 
you know the results of this 
correspondence in future columns. 

Possibilities 
Unbounded 
Let's explore in a few brief paragraphs 
what the Internet and related 
technology could be used to do for 
the gospel ministry. 

First, consider the use of technology 
for communication within the 
kingdom. A few years ago, when a 
good friend insisted on hooking up 
my computer for email, I balked. 
This morning, a typical one, I 
downloaded 27 messages, sent 
about IS, and will repeat that two or 
three more times today. I regularly 
correspond now with people I used 
to reminisce about and think of. I 
wonder whatever happened to 
them? I am able, as a pastor, to keep 
in touch with dozens of college 
kids studying all over the world. I'm 
able to communicate with elders 
and deacons daily. Our church is 
able to distribute daily prayer 
concerns instantaneously, and many 
of our people set aside a few minutes 
at a break during the work day to 
pray for the needs of church 
and kingdom. 
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argued for years that much 
of the communication work of 
Classis/Presbytery and even Synod/ 
General Assembly could be handled on 
the Internet. I'm beginning to see 
that take place all around me. And 
consider the impact of web sites. Our 
church has one. It's modest. But 
people from all over the world 
communicate with us, get sermon 
tapes, interact with us about what 
we believe and why, and learn where 
our church is and how to get there 
for Sunday services. Obviously, more 
could be said and done, but perhaps 
this will give you a little taste. 

Second, consider the use of modern 
technology for education and 
training within the kingdom. None 
of us will dispute the radical 
transformation of modem culture. 
We live life at a much faster pace 
today. People live farther and 
farther out from the local 
neighborhoods that used to 
characterize cities. The congregation 
I serve, not a terribly large one 
either, has a geographical spread of 
over 100 miles E-W, and over 90 
miles N-S. Yesterday, I made 4 
pastoral calls and put 220 miles on 
the car. In such a world, getting 
people to the church building for 
midweek catechism classes, for 
example, is virtually impossible. But 
we can easily bring catechism to 
them via the Internet. (I've 
been thinking for some time about a 
web-based curriculum. Perhaps it 
should not be the exclusive way to 
provide such nurture, but it 
certainly could supplement existing 
local church programs. I'd like your 
feedback on the idea.) I use 
the web to read magazines and 
newspapers. I frequently send 
articles via email of something I've 
read to all my elders and/or deacons 
so that they can be instructed as 
well. The web brings powerful tools 
for research and study for those 
interested in digging deeper into 
Scripture, theology, science, modem 
culture and its worldview. And one 
of the most significant advances in 
technology will knock down the 
walls of seminary classrooms, 
enabling pastors and students to 

lectures, interact 
professors, write and submit papers, 
and thus literally attend seminary 
from their own computer terminal. 

Third, let's dream big. Technology is 
now available, and is qUite 

inexpensive, to distribute sermons, 
music, lectures and speeches, and 
other similar material on-line. No, 
not just the capability for people to 
order tapes and CD's, but the actual 
digital documents can be accessed 
and distributed over phone lines so 
that people can listen on their 
computer speakers. Does this signal 
the end of sermon tapes? Probably 
not. But it certainly will enhance 
distribution of information to 
people in much greater numbers in 
far more diverse places. Recently, I 
began an email correspondence with 
a fellow in New Zealand who 
listened to a short bit from a sermon 
I preached, made available on our 
web site. He was intrigued by what I 
said about a certain passage, and his 
short email gave me opportunity to 
respond, to refer him to a church 
there, and to begin a relationship 
impossible only a few years ago. 

Now, obviously, I could have said 
much more. But I'm not a 
techie, and I have only just begun 
to explore this area myself. That's 
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one of the reasons I invite your 
ideas on Internet technology and 
the kingdom of God. You can 
write me at jSittema@fiash.net. Feel 
free to check out our local church 
web site at www.bethel.netmin
istries.org. (But please, keep your 
remarks brief. I'm not kidding 
when I tell you I get over SO emails 
a day.) 

For next month, I want to explore 
the dark side. Or, to put it in other 
words, what about the use of 
technology is dangerous for the 
church and kingdom? 

Dr. John R. Sittema is pastor of the 
Bethel Christian Reformed Church 
in Dallas, TX and contributing 
editor ofThe Outlook. 

http:istries.org
www.bethel.netmin
mailto:jSittema@fiash.net


The Doctrine ofJustification (ill)

Its Ground or Basis 

This article is the third in a brief 
series of articles on the doctrine of 
justification by grace alone through 
faith alone. These articles are adapted 
from two public addresses given at a 
Banner of Truth Conference in May, 
1998. The first article in the series dealt 
with the importance of the doctrine, 
especially in the context of recent 
discussions among Catholic, Lutheran, 
and evangelical representatives. The 
second article dealt with the nature of 
justification - what it is. This third 
article takes up the question of the 
ground or basis of our justification. It 
begins with a classic statement of 
the doctrine from the Heidelberg 
Catechism, Q. & A. 60. 

Q. How are you righteous 
before God? 

A. Only by a true faith in Jesus 
Christ; that is, though my 
conscience accuse me that I 
have grievously sinned 
against all the command
ments of God and kept none 
of them, and am still inclined 
to all evil, yet God, without 
any merit of mine, of mere 
grace, grants and imputes to 
me the perfect satisfaction, 
righteousness, and holiness of 
Christ, as if I had never had 
nor committed any sin, and 
myself had accomplished all 
the obedience which Christ 
has rendered for me; if only I 
accept such benefit with a 
believing heart. 

Upon What Is It 
Based? 
lf justification has to do with our 
standing and acceptance before God 
- as I argued in a previous article 
the most crucial question that we 
face is: upon what is it based? This is 

the key issue, the fundamental 
matter. It was so at the time of the 
Reformation in the sixteenth 
century, and it remains so to this 
day. Upon what ground can we find 
acceptance with God and enjoy 
right standing with Him? 

In answer to this question, the 
Scriptures teach that, when God 
justifies the ungodly, when God 
declares us to be acceptable to 
Himself, He does so on the basis of 
the obedience and suffering of Jesus 
Christ. He does so only upon the 
basis of that righteousness, which is 
in Christ Jesus, which He grants and 
imputes to us as a free gift of 
His grace. No righteousness that 
is ours, no work of the law that 
we have done, nothing that 
we present - can make us 
acceptable to God. Our justification 
is wholly and exclusively based upon 
the work of Christ who has become our 
righteousness from God (1 Corinthians 
1:30; Philippians 3:9). 

In Systematic Theology, Louis Berkhof 
puts this well in his short definition 
of justification: "Justification is a 
judicial act of God, in which God 
declares, on the basis of the 
righteousness of Jesus Christ, that all 
of the claims of the law [both in 
terms of what the law demands of us 
in the way of positive obedience and 
the lawbreaker's liability to 
condemnation and death] are 
satisfied with respect to the sinner." 
Now at this point we sometimes 
make a very serious mistake in our 
understanding of justification. We 
are so keenly interested in saying 
that it is by grace alone and apart 
from works of the law that we give 
the impression that God justifies 
sinners at the expense of His own 
righteousness. We give credence to 
the idea that God somehow violates 
justice in clearing the guilty. But the 

Corne 
SCriptures teach that God will in no . 
way clear the guilty. He is of purer .. 
eyes than to look upon evil. And so 
the question in understanding the 
basis of our justification is: how is it 
possible that God can be just 
while honoring and respecting the 
demands of His own law in which 
His righteousness is exhibited - and 
at the same time regard forgiven, 
ungodly, undeserving sinners as 
acceptable to himself? 

The answer to that question is this: 
God satisfies His justice; He sees to it 
that the wages of sin are paid 
through the redemption provided 
for us through the blood of Christ. 
He sees to it that the obligation of 
the law is fulfilled by way of the 
obedience of another, our mediator 
Jesus Christ, the one Man who by 
His one act of righteousness 
constituted righteous those who are 
His (Romans 5:18-19). Though there 
are many Scriptural passages that 
teach this, I will cite only three by 
way of illustration. 

Scriptural Passages 
Romans 3:24-26 

In Romans 3, verses 24 through 26, 
the apostle Paul speaks of our "being 
justified as a gift by his grace through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 
whom God displayed publicly as a 
propitiation in his blood through 
faith. This was to demonstrate His 
righteousness because in the 
forbearance of God he passed over the 
sins previously committed for the 
demonstration, I say, of His righteous
ness at the present time, that He might 
be just and the justifier of the one who 
has faith in Jesus." 

Now the thing upon which the 
apostle Paul especially focuses in 
these verses is the propitiatory. 
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sacrifice of our Lord Jesus, His 
substitutionary endurance of the 
just displeasure of God against the 
sinner. God demonstrated His 
justice in not excusing sin, in not 
forever passing over sin, but, in the 
fullness of time, pronouncing at the 
cross of Christ that we are guilty and 
are liable to the law's condemnation 
and sentence of death. Who, accord
ing to this passage, assumed the 
place of the guilty? Who shouldered 
the burden of sin for us? Who was 
bruised for our iniquities? Our 
Lord Jesus Christ! He took our place 
and suffered the law's penalty on 
our behalf. 

The Heidelberg Catechism, when the 
question is asked concerning 
the basis of our justification, echoes 
the teaching of this passage when 
it speaks of God granting and 
imputing to us the perfect righteous
ness, satisfaction, and obedience of 
Jesus Christ. And so what the apostle 
Paul is telling us here in these verses is 
that the ground upon which God 
justifies us is the atoning work of 
Jesus Christ. This atoning work, he 
maintains, is an expression of God's 
grace and kindness toward us. It is 
not something that we have earned 
or deserved. On the contrary, it is a 
free gift of God's grace toward us. 
That's why, in the early portion of 
Romans 4, he goes on to draw a 
contrast between the laborer who is 
paid a just wage due him for his 
labor and the recipient of a free gift. 
Our justification is not like a wage 
earned by a laborer, but it is a free 
gift of God's grace. Thus, to 
introduce works as a basis for our 
justification would contradict the 
grace of God and make the atoning 
sacrifice of Christ of no effect. 

But now if you go over to verse 25 in 
Romans 4, the apostle provides a 
very brief statement of the way in 
which our justification is based 
solely upon the work of Christ. 
Christ, he declares, "was delivered 
up for our transgressions, and was 
raised for our justification." 

law's demand was concerned, He 
was wholly righteous. He came to 
fulfill all righteousness, and so He 
did. Thus, before God's judgment 
seat, the sentence of which He was 
worthy was undeniably that of 
"innocent, not guilty." But this is 
the marvel of God's grace toward us 
in Christ: He substituted Himself for 
us - He was delivered over to death 
on account of our transgressions. 
We broke the law; Christ kept it. We 
deserved to bear its penalty; Christ 
took the penalty. This is the ground 
under our feet, says the apostle, 
when it comes to our justification. 
The demands of God's law - that 
we live before Him in obedience, 
that we suffer the consequence of 
our disobedience - have been 
shouldered by another. Christ has 
assumed these obligations. And, 
because He assumed these 
obligations for us, fulfilling all 
righteousness, He was raised for our 
justification. In His resurrection, we 
hear God the Father's verdict, His 
amen to Christ's "It is finished." His 
resurrection declares to us that our 
warfare is over, our sins have been 
fully paid for, the price of our 
redemption has been met. The 
Father shows His regard for us in 
raising His Son from the dead - for 
our justification! Christ's resurrec
tion declares the Father's verdict 
regarding us. 

Romans 5:18-19 

The last Scripture proof that I will 
mention is in Romans chapter 5, vers
es 18 and 19: "So then as through one 
transgression there resulted condem
nation to all men, even so through 
one act of righteousness, there result
ed justification of life to all men." 
These verses stand in the context of a 
chapter describing the parallel and 
analogy between the first and the 
second Adams. Through the sin and 
disobedience of the first Adam, all 
have become sinners and are liable to 
condemnation and death. However, 
through the obedience of the second 
Adam, many have been constituted 
righteous and are heirs of life eternal. 

1 

Nothing could be more clear from 
these verses than that it was not by 
our obedience or righteousness that 
we are justified. Nothing that we 
bring of ourselves before God 
commends us to His favor. Rather, it 
was by the act of another, the 
obedience of Jesus Christ, that we 
are constituted righteous, no longer 
liable to that condemnation that 
brings death.2 

In short, the situation is exactly as 
Louis Berkhof describes it in his 
definition of justification. On the 
basis of the righteousness of Christ, 
God declares that all of the demands 
of His law have been fully satisfied 
for us. Not only has Christ kept the 
law for us, but He has suffered its 
curse (compare Galatians 3:20). 
Thus, it is by grace alone (sola gratia) 
for the sake of Christ alone (solo 
Christo) that God declares us 
acceptable to Him. Now, of course, 
the negative side of that, to which I 
will not give special attention, is the 
repeated emphasis in the Scriptures 
that our justification is not by 
works. None of us has or could ever 
begin to satisfy for our sins. The 
wages of sin is death, but the free gift 
of God is eternal life. None of us 
could ever begin to fulfill all 
righteousness and thus commend 
ourselves to God's favor. The good 
news, however, is that this has been 
accomplished for us by our Mediator, 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I sometimes wonder whether we 
have scarcely begun to appreciate 
what good news this is for sinners 
like you and me. Do we realize that, 
in our justification, God doesn't 
simply say that He finds us tolera
ble? The situation for us is much bet
ter than that: in justification, God 
declares us acceptable, well-pleasing 
to Him. At the risk of an irreverent 
anthropomorphism, we must 
understand that, when God justifies 
us, He doesn't hold His nose or avert 
His eyes as though we were 
repugnant to Him as sinners. No, He 
sees us as we truly are: clothed, 
dressed, adorned with the garment 
of Christ's righteousness. So that we 
are altogether lovely to Him! So that 
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we are as approved of Him as Christ 
is! I have to return at this point to 
the language of the Heidelberg 
Catechism. When God grants and 
imputes to me the perfect satisfaction, 
righteousness, and holiness of Christ, 
He regards me "as if I had never had 
nor committed any sin, and myself 
had accomplished all the obedience 
which Christ has rendered for me, if 
I only accept such benefit with a 
believing heart." The truth and 
comfort of our justification on the 
basis of the work of Christ is put 
beautifully by Luther in his great 
sermon on "two kinds of 
righteousness." He describes it this 
way: "The bridegroom has nothing 
that is his only. The bride has a full 
part in everything that is the 
bridegroom's. So the living, the 
dying, the working, the suffering, all 
of that which is Christ has become 
ours. We have a full share in it. We 
have a part in it. We are adorned 
with it. The two have become one." 

Conclusion 
All of this means that, in the 
doctrine of our free justification on 
the basis of the righteousness of 
Christ, we have to do with nothing 
less than the gospel. Wherein does 
this gospel consist? It consists in the 
praise of Christ alone, whose 
righteousness is sufficient to our 
need and the only ground of our 
confidence before God. 

Sometimes there is, in this connection, 
a profound misunderstanding of 
what was at stake in the 
Reformation. Some say that the 
basic question of the Reformation 
was, how can I, a sinner, find 
acceptance and be at peace with 
God? But this is only a half-truth at 
best, perhaps a serious distortion at 
worst. It would be better to say that 
the basic question of the 
Reformation was, how can the 
church restore to her preaching a 
proper appreciation for God's 
unmerited grace toward us in 
Christ? For the point is not so much, 
how can I find peace with God?, as 
it is, how can I give proper praise to 

God's righteousness in Christ? "Let 
him who boasts, boast in the Lord!" 
For this reason, when Calvin considers 
the two primary implications of the 
doctrine of our free justification, the 
first implication he emphasizes is this: 
the doctrine of free justification 
demands that we not divide 
between God and ourselves what 
belongs to God alone. This is the 
heart of the Reformation's testimony 
regarding God's grace in Christ: Let 
God be God, the One who justifies 
the ungodly for the sake of the work 
of Christ alone. 

Dr. Comelis Venema, a contributing 
editor of The Outlook magazine, 
teaches Doctrinal Studies at 
Mid-America Reformed Seminary in 
Dyer, Indiana. 

Footnotes 

11 am not interested here in dealing with the "apparent" 

univer5alism of verse 18, which speaks of '1ustification of life 

to all men." It should only be noted that, in the context, the 

apostle makes it quite clear that only those who through 

faith are joined to Christ benefit from His saving work 

2rhough I am not devoting any special attention in this 

article to the alternative view of the ground of 

justification in Roman Catholic teaching, a comment 

on this alternative is in order at this point. According to 

the classic statement of the doctrine at the Council of 

Trent, the righteousness on account of which we are 

justified, though it derives from the working of God's 

grace infused into us through the sacrament of 

baptism, is our own righteousness. Our being renewed 

in the way of Christian obedience and righteousness 

(to be sure, produced by God's grace in us) becomes a 

significant part of the ground for our justification by 

God. For this reason, those who obey the 

commandments of God and of the church, "faith 

cooperating with good works, increase in that justice 

received through the grace of Christ and are further 

justified" (emphasis mine, Sixth Session, Chap. 10). This 

has two very serious consequences: first, Christ alone is 

no longer my righteousness before God; and second, I 

cannot have any assurance of salvation (unless by 

special dispensation and revelation) since my own 

righteousness can scarcely provide me any sure footing 

in the presence of God! 

Mid-knerica Reformed Seminary 
President 

Mid-America Reformed Seminary 
invites nominations and applications 
for the position of president. Founded 
in 1981, Mid-America Reformed 
Seminary offers a Master of Divinity 
program for students who are 
preparing for the ordained ministry in 
a Reformed or Presbyterian church. 
The Seminary seeks candidates with 
the following qualifications: 

1. Is a member of a Reformed or 
Presbyterian church holding to the Three 
Forms of Unity and/or the Westminste 
Standards; 

2. Has an ability to serve as a member of 
the faculty, filling a position of 
demonstrated need; 

3. Has pastoral experience in a Reformed 
congregation or congregations; 

4. Is an effective administrator, able to 
oversee the academic and business 
operations of the seminary; 

5. Has an enthusiastic vision 
commitment to the purpose and future 
of Mid-America Reformed Seminary; 

6. Has an ability to communicate 
seminary's ministry to its supporting 
church constituency and the broader 
Reformed and Presbyterian community; 

7. Has an ability to provide leadership to 
the entire seminary community, includ
ing the development and implementa
tion of long-range goals. 

An application should 
resume or curriculum vitae with a 
letter or application that discusses 
the candidate's qualifications. 
Application review began in April 
2000 and will continue until the 
candidate is selected. 

Materials should be sent to: 

Presidential Search Committee 
Mid-America Reformed Seminary 
229 Seminary Drive 
Dyer, Indiana 
46311 
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On Sunday, March 12, 2000, Pope 
John Paul II led a service of 
repentance at St. Peter's Basilica in 
Rome. News agencies reported 
widely that this service was unique 
in the history of the Roman 
Church. Never before throughout 
its history had a pope acknowledged 
in this way the sins of the faithful 
against other Christians, Jews, and 
various minorities. 

Repentance is a key Christian grace, 
and we should rejoice in true 
penitence, but do the pope's words 
say all that they should? And even 
more importantly, was he too 
hesitant to say all that needs to 

A number of observers, particularly 
from the Jewish community, said 
that the pope had not gone far 
enough in mentioning specific 
persons and acts for which there 
needs to be repentance. While the 
pope spoke of sins of the second 
millennium, he did not explicitly 
mention the crusades, the Reformation 
martyrs, or the Holocaust. The Roman 
Catholic theologian Hans Kueng 
said that it was "misleading" for the 
pope to repent without mentioning 
specific popes and bishops who 
had been at fault. His words are 
reminiscent of the insistence of 
the Westminster Standards that 
particular sins must be repented 
of particularly. 

real impediment to full 
confession by the pope is his 
doctrine of the church. He spoke of 
the church as "a wonderful wealth 
of holiness" and spoke of sin in 
terms of "some of our brothers 
[who] have been unfaithful to the 
Gospel." The Vatican issued a 
background document for this event 
explaining that the pope was 
repenting of sins committed by 
"sons and daughters" of the church, 

but that the church itself remained 
"holy and immaculate." 

The doctrine of the holy and 
immaculate nature of the church is 
expressed in the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church that was published 
in 1994. The section on the holiness 
of the church begins: '''The 
Church .. .is held, as a matter of faith, 
to be unfailingly holy"'(sec. 823). 
Further, it states: "United with 
Christ, the Church is sanctified by 
him; through him and with him, 
she becomes sanctifying" (sec. 824). 
The discussion of the holiness of 
the church concludes with the 
statement: "But while in the most 
Blessed Virgin the Church has 
already reached that perfection, 
whereby she exists without spot 
or wrinkle, the faithful still strive 
to conquer sin and increase in 
holiness. And so they tum their eyes 
to Mary: in her, the Church is 
already the 'all-holy'" (sec. 829). 

Between these statements of this 
Catechism about the holiness of the 
church, other statements are made 
that at first seem at odds with the 
immaculate nature of the church. 
For example, the Catechism states, 
"The Church on earth is endowed 
already with a sanctity that is real 
though imperfect. In her members, 
perfect holiness is something yet to 
be acquired ... "(sec. 825). Also, "The 
Church, however, clasping sinners 
to her bosom, at once holy and 
always in need of purification, 
follows constantly the path of 
penance and renewal. All members 
of the Church, including her 
ministers, must acknowledge that 
they are sinners. In everyone, the 
weeds of sin will still be mixed with 
the good wheat of the Gospel until 
the end of time" (sec. 827). 

How are, then, the perfection of the 
church and its sinfulness related? It 
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W. Robert Godfrey 
seems to be that, in Christ and in 
Mary, the Roman church 
sanctified and holy, but 
members in themselves remain 
sinners in need of growing in grace. 
The Roman teaching is confused 
here. The confusion results from 
Rome's insistence that holiness be . 
understood always in terms of 
infused, sanctifying grace. The 
church is completely holy in 
sanctifying grace and yet is not 
completely holy in sanctifying 
grace. The only way to reconcile 
these ideas is, as the pope seems 
to have done on March 12, to 
distinguish the church in herself 
from her members. In this way, the 
church is holy, but the members still 
wrestle with sin. With this view 
members are really only members 
insofar as they have attained the 
holiness of the church. The only 
way out of this confusion for Rome 
is the path taken by Protestants in 
the sixteenth century. The genius of 
the Reformation was to escape 
exactly the muddle of trying to have 
an immaculate sanctified church 
while still recognizing sin in the 
church and Christians. The way out 
was Luther's insight into simul 
justus et peccator: at the same time 
righteous and a sinner. How can we 
be both at the same time? The 
biblical distinction between 
imputed righteousness and infused 
righteousness, between justification 
and sanctification, is critical at this 
pOint. In Christ, we are counted as 
holy, pure, and blameless because 
He is all of those things for us, while 
in ourselves we remain sinners. The 
church is indeed holy because it is 
the body of Christ, as we read in 
Ephesians 1:4, "For he chose us in 
him before the creation of the world 
to be holy and blameless in His 
sight." But in ourselves we 
Christians still are sinners until we 
are glorified. 



Indeed, honesty about sin helps 
point the world away from all 
human help except Jesus. Jesus is 
the only holy and immaculate one. 
To claim purity for any Christian 
or church except through the 
imputation of Christ's righteousness 
is to distract sinners from the only 
one who can help: Jesus Himself and 
Jesus alone. 

Dr. W Robert Godfrey, professor 
Church History, is also president 
Westminster Theological Seminary in 
Escondido, CA. He is a contributing 
editor of The Outlook magazine. 

genuinely candid and repentant in 
the face of the sins of the church and 
of the faithful. As Protestants, we 
can repent of sins against Jews and 
other neighbors in the history of the 
church. Our understanding of the 
church and of the Gospel does not 
rest on an immaculate institution or 
church leaders. 

STUDY FINDS ONE IN FIVE 
HAVE SEEN INfERNET PORN 

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. (EP) - A study commissioned by Focus on the Family found that one out of five 
American adults has looked for sexually explicit material on the Internet. A March 8-10 survey of 1,031 adults found 
that 20 percent admitted visiting a sexually-oriented web site. 

Predictably, the percentage was highest among males and young adults. Of men in the survey, 31 percent said they 
had visited sex sites; 37 percent of 18-24-year-olds made the same admission. 

Of special interest to Focus on the Family was the finding that 17.8 percent of those who identified themselves as 
"born again" Christians had visited Internet sex sites - nearly the same figure as for the overall population. 

A follow-up question in the survey found that two-thirds of those questioned thought it was unlikely that sexual 
fulfillment could be found online. "A large number of people are spending time looking for sex online, even though 
they don't think they'll find sexual fulfillment," said Steve Watters, Internet analyst for Focus on the Family. "In the 
meantime, we're finding that sUrfing for sex can lead people away from their relationships in the real world." 

Watters continued, "In the past few months, we have heard from hundreds of struggling families who have been 
divided by the illusion of sexual fulfillment online. Many of those contacting us are religious leaders who feel they 
have nowhere else to turn. In fact, one out of every five individuals who contact a phone line set up to counsel 
families in Christian ministry admits to having a pornography problem." 

Dr. James Dobson, president of Focus on the Family, said, "Viewing pornographic images online or trading intimate 
messages in chat rooms may seem like harmless entertainment at first. However, these activities can quickly lead tOI 
addiction and compulsive behavior that poison relationships in the real world. Many marriages have already been 
destroyed as men and women have been lured away from their spouses by online fantasies." 

I 
Last year, Focus launched a special web site - www.pure intimacy.org - to help people struggling with Internet sex 
problems. It features resources, articles, Internet-filter information, and counseling referrals. 
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FLORIDA SCHOOL VOUCHER PLAN 
STRUCK DOWN BY STATE JUDGE 

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (EP) - Astate judge in Florida ruled March 
14 that the state's new school voucher plan violates the 

"Tax dollars may not be used to send the children of this state 
to private schools/' Circuit Judge Ralph Smith Jr. ruled. Smith 
said the 53 students in Pensacola who were the first to benefit 
from the program will lose their vouchers after this school year. 

Florida Governor Jeb Bush, who strongly pushed for the vouch
er plan during his first year in office, said he would appeal the 
dedsion. Bush called Smith's ruling the "first inning of a long, 
drawn-out legal battle./J Under Florida's "Opportunity 
Scholarship" program, students at substandard public schools 
were able to seek vouchers valued at up to $3,389 to help pay 
for schooling at the private school of their choice, including 
church-affiliated schools. Students at schools that failed a state 
test two years out of four were eligible for vouchers. Pensacola 
students were the first to qualify, but up to 80 schools could 
have been deemed failures in June, making thousands of 
additional students eligible for the program. 

Voucher advocates say the program gives parents a powerful 
choice. "The public money doesn't belong to the public 
schools. It belongs to the public/, said Pat Heffernan of 
Floridians for School Choice. "Instead of saying the kids 
should go to good schools, whether they're operated by 
the government or not, this [judge] is saying, 'No, all kids 
should have to go to government schools, whether they're good 
or not."' 

Clint Bollick, litigation director for the Institute for Justice, 
which represented Pensacola voucher students, said Smith's 
ruling is based on a misunderstanding of the state's 
constitution. "To keep these kids in failing schools is turning 
the constitution on its head. We believe a good education at a 
private school fulfills the goals of public education more than a 
bad education at a public school." 

Bush expressed his disappointment with the dedsion. "In my 
view, this is a gross distortion of the Florida constitution, and it 
will be reversed by the higher courts." 

School voucher programs are being used by about 8,000 
students in Milwaukee, WI and 4,000 in Cleveland, OH. In both 
of those programs, the money goes to the low-income families. 
The Milwaukee program was upheld by a federal judge, but the 
Cleveland dedsion was struck down by a federal judge. The 
issue is likely to wind up before the U.S. Supreme Court. 
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1 ANNUAL SfD'i5Y OF REUGIO"i:i'S"BEHAVIDR 
FINDS UTILE CHANGE SINCE LAST YEAR 

GLENDALE, Calif. (EP) - The biggest news in the latest study of religious beliefs and behaviors from the Barna 
Research Group is that there's no big news. In fact, there was no change in 9 of the 10 factors the companYI 
follows in its yearly tracking survey. 

The one area of change was Bible reading, which appears to be making a comeback, with more than 40 percent of 
adults now reading the Bible in a typical week. The growth in Bible reading seems to be fueledI 
by greater commitment among blacks, low-income individuals, and men. Despite the rising readership 
levels among men, though, women are still substantially more likely than men to read the Biblel 
during a typical week. Protestant adults are much more likely than Catholic adults to read the Bible during the week 
(53 percent vs. 38 percent, respectively). Self-identified born-again Christians are 3 times more likely than non-born 
again adults to read the Bible (65 percent vs. 23 percent), but not as likely as evangelicals (92 percent). I 
Other figures of religious activity remained the same as last year. For instance, the study found that 4 out of 10 adults, 
(40 percent) attend a church service in a typical Sunday. That's a significant drop from the early 1990s when close tol 
half of all Americans attended services in a typical week, but the figure is relatively unchanged since 1994. "BabYI 
Busters" ages 18-34 are notably less likely than older adults to attend church services (28 percent compared to 51 per
cent of adults age 55 and older). Women are more likely to attend church than men, and adults who are 
identify themselves as political and social conservatives are almost twice as likely to attend church aSI 
self-identified liberals. 

Born-again Christians (defined in the surveys as people who say they have made a personal commitment to Jesus 
Christ that is still important in their life today and who say they know they will go to heaven after they die because 
they have confessed their sins and accepted Jesus Christ as their Savior) still represent about 4 out of every 10 adults 
(41 percent). That's a figure that's remained steady since 1995. Born-again Christians are more likely to be women 
than men, black rather than white, and older rather than younger. The study found that 60 percent of Protestants 
meet the criteria for being born-again, compared to 25 percent of Catholics. Conservatives are more than twice asl 
likely to be born-again as liberals (57 percent to 22 percent). , 

Evangelicals, a subset of the born-again population, are born-again Christians who also have a traditional, 
biblical view of God and hold other beliefs, such as a high view of Scripture, the sinlessness of Jesus, salvation by 
grace and not works, and a personal responsibility to share their faith with nonbelievers. Evangelicals 
represent eight percent of the adult population, a figure unchanged since 1993, when it was at 11 percent. 
Evangelicals are the most religiously active Christians, with the highest rates of church attendance (80 percent 
weekly), Bible reading (92 percent weekly), sharing their faith (81 percent per year), giving money to their church 
(94 percent per month), and volunteering at church (48 percent weekly). 

Other factors also remained constant. Donations are steady, with slightly more than half of adults (54 percent)1 
giving money in a typical month. Small groups in churches continue to attract about 17 percent of all adults" 
including 30 percent of born-again Christians and 55 percent of evangelicals. Adult participation in Sunday School' 
remains at about 19 percent in a typical week, a decline from the early 1990s. 

George Barna, president of the company that conducts the survey, said the study found a significant mission field 
for American churches. "In a typical week, about four out of every 10 people sitting in the pews of Christian 
churches are not born-again. Although the figures are substantially different in Protestant churches than Catholic 
churches, more than one-third of the Protestant attendees are not born-again. They certainly represent an accessible 
and fertile mission field for churches that have a desire to introduce people to the notion of salvation by grace." 

Barna said the idea that there is a religious revival taking place in America appears to be a myth. "There does not 
seem to be revival taking place in America," he said. "Whether that is measured by church attendance, born-again 
status, or theological purity, the statistics simply do not reflect a surge of any noticeable proportions. The increase in 
Bible reading may be setting the stage for such a revival, but it does not appear to be occurring at the moment." 

Still, there are signs of hope in the current data. "It is important to realize that there are some signs of continued 
interest and growth," Barna concluded. "The level of importance assigned by people to their religious faith is very 
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high - two-thirds say their faith is very important to them. More than four out of five people pray during the week. 
Bible reading is on the increase. Half of all adults claim to have a devotional or quiet time at least once during a 
typical week. And church attendance has remained stable while participation in virtually every other form of tradi
tional activity - including the frequency of watching television, exercising, reading for pleasure, and spending time 
with the family - has declined in recent years. Spirituality remains important to people, but we're still in a shake-up 

,period where people are trying to discover how to fit it into their increasingly fragmented, busy and changing lives. 
,Few people are seeking to remove God from their life. They're just not sure when and how often they will pencil Him 
,into their schedule." 

The study is based on telephone interviews with a nationwide sample of 1,002 adults and has a maximum sampling 
,error of plus or minus three percent at the 9S percent confidence level. 
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