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From this hour I ordain myself 
loos'd of limits and imaginary 
lines, 
Going where I list, my own 
master total and absolute. 
(Walt Whitman, "Song of the Open Road") 

Whitman's vision of ultimate freedom, 
contemptuous of history, boundaries 
and authority, is the reigning spirit of 
Western culture. It has even impacted 
religion and spirituality. 

Spirituality is currently said to be 
making a "comeback." Everybody 
seems to be interested in it. Religion 
is out and spirituality is the new 
buzzword. Man is "incurably" reli
gious by nature. There is a hunger for 
some experience with the divine. But 
this spiritual quest does not concern 
itself with absolute truth or with 
God. It is a search for religious goods 
which will satisfy private spiritual 
needs. It is a spiritual journey traveled 
without a reliable map. And the 
assumption is that everything spiritual 
must be good. The phenomenal rise of 
new cults and religions is seen, by and 
large, as a genuine spiritual revival. 
Margaret Atwood, celebrated Canadian 
author and an agnostic, said in a 
Vancouver Sun interview that she 
avoids religion but compensates for it 
in spirituality. The Vancouver Sun 
commented that she is especially 
spiritual. "She is drawn to spiritual 
parables, poetry, metaphors and rid
dles, whether Sufi, Christian or 
Shakespeare." Spirituality is applauded. 
Some even daim that one criterion for 
advancement in our society is that you 
must be "spiritual." It is supposed to 
make a person more sensitive, more 
real, and more in tune with today's 
world. 

Why this widespread interest in 
spirituality? Many have become disil
lusioned with sodalism, communism, 
scientism, and consumerism and have 
begun to look for deeper meaning in 
life. They've turned inward and 

begun to search for their soul. This 
craze for spirituality has coincided 
with a period of history which wit
nessed the rapid dedine of mainline 
church membership. Canadians 
turned away from Roman Catholic 
and Protestant churches in droves, 
while more conservative churches 
made large gains in membership. 
Mainline churches were strong in 
preaching a social gospel and were 
active in political evangelism, but 
failed to teach basic doctrines, and, 
consequently, were unable to meet 
the spiritual needs of their members. 
As many gave up on the mainline 
churches, they sought to meet their 
spiritual needs by subscribing to 
religiOns and cults outside of 
Christianity, or abandoned religion 
altogether. This accounts for the 
dramatic rise of interest in eastern 
religions, the occult, witchcraft, and 
even Satanism. 

Postmodern 
Definitions 
How do we define spirituality? In 
the past it described a person's 
spiritual life, particularly in connec
tion with those religious practices 
which are related to it. Spirituality 
induded such virtues as faith, hope, 
love, thankfulness; it also induded 
things such as prayer, Bible reading, 
meditation, family devotions and 
church attendance. Because our 
SOCiety has lost its Christian 
consensus, spirituality has become 
such an ill-defined word that it 
now covers all kinds of phenomena, 
trends, and ideas which an earlier 
generation of Christians would have 
dismissed as error or even as "paganism." 

In one of his frequently quoted 
remarks, G.K. Chesterton said that 
when people lose faith in God, they 
don't believe in nothing, they believe 
in anything. An apt description of 
today's spirituality! The word has 
been drained of its historic meaning. 

Johan D. Tangelder 
It has become very ambiguous. It is 
often used in a vague manner without 
any dear meaning. 

The postmodern man says there is 
no absolute standard of truth. He 
defines spirituality according to his 
own preferences. He wants to have a 
spiritual experience, yet he totally 
lacks any understanding of the 
language and the symbols of the 
Christian faith. He believes there are 
many spiritual pathways, which are 
all equally true. This poses a real 
dilemma and a challenge for any 
church seeking to be faithful to the 
historic Christian faith. 

Some define spirituality as an 
"openness to the transcendent 
dimension"; others speak of "the 
experience of the ultimate reality" 
or the "reaction that faith arouses in 
religiOUS conscience and practice." 
Many view spirituality as some kind 
of "interiority"; the idea that each 
human being can make contact 
with the divine within himself. 
These definitions and descriptions 
consider spirituality essentially 
from a purely human perspective. 
Contemporary spirituality under
girds faith in man. It is another 
high sounding term for "me-ism." 
Baby boomers exemplify this new 
phenomenon. They promote, 
commercialize and package 
spirituality with diet, health, 
job performance, counseling, 
hiking, and mountain biking. 

Environmental 
Spirituality 
Being spiritual in the nineties can 
mean intense involvement in the 
environmental movement. "I'm not 
religiOUS in a conventional way," said 
a leading European environmentalist, 
"but, there is a strong spiritual 
dimension in my life." David Suzuki, 
a scientist and Canada's environmental 
guru, claimed that in our total 



with exploitation and 
consumption, we have become 
impoverished spiritually. He noted 
that "the ultimate source of solace, 
inspiration and sense of place has 
always been nature." Britain's Green 
party calls for a recognition of "the 
spiritual dimension of our lives." Its 
spirituality is earth-centered. 

Feminist Spirituality 
Contemporary feminist spirituality 
has its roots in neo-paganism. It 
argues that women must create a 
new society based on values which 
differ from those traditionally 
offered by a "male philosophy" or a 
"male religion." Some feminists tum 
to ancient myths; others are 
reclaiming goddesses from ancient 
pagan beliefs. Many women have 
formed their own spiritual circles to 
create their own rituals and rites. 
And some practice witchcraft. Naomi 
Goldberg asserts that witchcraft is 
the only Western religion that 
recognizes the image of women in 
their own right. All those feminists 
claim that they are more spiritually 
aware than believers in Christianity. 
But feminist spirituality resembles 
something a lot more like a political, 
social, and sexual liberation agenda 
than a quest for religion. 

And there is, of course, the spirituality 
of non-Christian religions - Hindu, 
IslamiC, Buddhist, and native Indian 
spirituality. Steve Turner, a Christian 
poet and journalist, wrote: 

In secular discourse, spiritual can 
refer to anything that cannot 
either be tested in a laboratory or 
bolted to the floor. Rock 
musicians are "spiritual" if they 
play whimsical music; anyone 
with a fascination with the 
occult is "spiritual"; and, of 
course, anything New Age is 
automatically" spiritual." 

The postmodern man is busy creating 
his new gods to meet his inner needs. 
He has departed from the Christian 
faith and travels blindfolded on the 

Joseph Ernest Renan (1823-92), 
French historian and philosopher, 
once said, "The gods go away only to 
make room for other gods." He was 
right. Our secular age is busy grinding 
out idols - new and old. 

New Age 
Many Christians have become 
confused by postmodern cafeteria 
style spirituality. And New Age 
spirituality has also muddied the 
waters. Its growth has been phe
nomenal. New Age ideas frequently 
and subtly appear in the daily press, 
magaZines, movies, public schools, 
and self-help books. All the secular 
bookstores I have visited have a large 
New Age section. And New Age 
practices have even infiltrated 
churches. Some Christians defend 
the widespread New Age belief of 
reincarnation. The Community 
Congregational Church in Tiburon, 
California, attracted a growing 
number of members through 
services featuring Tibetan prayer 
bells, Buddhist chants, and various 
forms of meditation. Mrs. Clinton, an 
adherent of the Foundry United 
Methodist church, whose pastor is a 
prominent defender of gay rights and 
the abortion license, has meetings 
with "Doctor" Jean Houston, a New 
Age gum. Houston promotes the 
Greek goddess Athena as a "spiritual 
archetype" and is regarded as an 
expert at helping people "to live 
more intensely." Diane Knippers of 
the Institute on Religion and 
Democracy commented: "Her (Mrs. 
Clinton's) church has failed her. Like 
many Americans, she has sadly 
sought spiritual meaning outside 
Christianity." New Age has also 
infiltrated theological institutions. 
For example, the Annand Center for 
Spiritual Growth at the Berkeley 
Divinity School at Yale University 
has on its board liberal Protestants, 
Roman Catholics, and a Hindu 
spiritual master in the Vedic tradition. 

New Age thought is based on 
Eastern mysticism, pantheism, 
Gnosticism, and self-actualization 
philosophy. It makes no distinction 
between the Creator and His creation. 

"it" - a force of intelligence and 
consciousness throughout creation. 
The emphasis is on the actualization 
of the human potential. New Age 
adherents have no sense of commu
nity. They are traveling on their own 
through a spiritual wasteland. In 
other words, New Age is a lone 
ranger spirituality. 

Television 
Some popular TV shows are cashing 
in on spirituality. Shows with 
prominent religious themes have 
done well in their ratings. Writers 
and producers have noticed that 
religion is of interest to many 
viewers and provides good story 
material. Dr. Huston Smith, 
renowned comparative world 
religion scholar and confused 
Methodist, discussed with Bill 
Moyers his personal encounters with 
six of the world's main religions in a 
five-part series on PBS. Huston is a 
self-described mystiC who claims to 
be a Christian whose faith needs to 
be shored up by drawing upon the 
teachings of other religions to satisfy 
his soul. He said: 

My body belongs to the Faith 
into which I was born and I will 
be buried in it. But you'd have to 
label me a Confucian Methodist. 
My loyalty to the church is a 
kind of ancestor worship ...One 
needs the outward discipline 
and order of one faith. But at the 
same time, it would be ridiculous 
to cage the spirit. It goes where it 
desires. 

The spirituality featured on television 
can take on bizarre forms. One talk 
show featured an astrologer, a 



clairvoyant, and a psychic. They 
were supposed to counsel troubled 
individuals. No wonder so many 
in our society are so very confused 
about religion and themselves. 

Business Spirituality 
New Age has also infiltrated business. 
Various businesses provide New Age 
training for their employees. 
Training sessions often include 
hypnosis, meditation, channeling, 
and even tarot cards. Attendance is 
not always Voluntary. It is sometimes 
mandated by major employers such as 
Pacific Bell, California's largest utility 
company. Even Ford Motor company 
has offidallyenlisted New Age consult
ants. It is estimated that the business 
sector spends four billion dollars a year 
to finance New Age programs. Dr. 
Richard Neuhaus, editor-in-chief of 
the conservative monthly First 
Things, was once invited to speak at 
a workshop of the top executives of 
the Fortune 500 company. He said 
that his talk from a Christian 
perspective was a bust. That was 
not what they wanted. They were 
interested in New Age gurus, friends 
of the inner child, advocates of male 
vulnerability, feminist opponents of 
hierarchical organizations, and 
socialists who lay on a guilt trip 
about making money. 

Testing the Spirits 
It is obvious that Christians must 
study the times. All that glistens is 
not gold. Not every spiritual 
experience is of God. This is a 
purely fictitious spirituality 
which has its origin in the depth 
of hell. The kingdom of darkness 
can masquerade as light and turn 
truth into a lie. The history of the 
Old Testament church shows how 
easily God's people can be led astray. 
Many forms of spirituality are clearly 
demonic. They please Satan, the 
father of lies. Many who have 
embarked on a spiritual journey 
have done so without relying on 
God's safe guide - the Bible 
(Psalm 119:105). The root of 
Christian spirituality ties in the answer 
to the question: "Who is God?" 

the basis for life's meaning. Instead 
of accommodating to faddish spiritual
ity, the church should seek to change it 
through faithful Gospel proclamation 
and witness. There is a widespread 
hunger for the sacred, for that 
which transcends the conflicts, 
uncertainties and trials of everyday 
life. Our bewildering times are 
opportune for pointing to the true 
spirituality in Christ. And to offset 
postmodern and New Age individ
ualism, the church needs to 
emphasize and practice the com
munity of the saints. A Christian 
does not journey alone; he is 
always in the company of other 
believers. 

This article is reprinted from 
Refonned Perspective, January/2000.

Rev. /ohan Tangelder is a retired 
minister of the Christian Refonned 
Church who resides in London, 
Ontario, Canada. 

God the Father, Christ the Redeemer, 
and the Holy Spirit the Sanctifier - is 
not a purely academic matter; it has 
practical implications. Without God 
who revealed Himself in His inerrant 
Word, spiritual life is not possible. In 
God alone there is light (I John 1:5). 
And only God's Son can give us light 
(Ephesians 5:8-14). Western Christians 
need to be aware of the dangers they 
face and the traps they can fall into. The 
call to discernment is more urgent 
today than at any other time in history. 

Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, 
but test the spirits to see whether they 
are from God, because many false 
prophets have gone out into the world 
(I John 4:1). 

Conclusion 
Because cafeteria spirituality does 
not recognize the unique claims of 
Jesus, and of the God who is His 
Father, the Christian must reject it as 
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Dealin with Our Differences 

Perfect harmony among God's 
people is not to be expected before 
we get to heaven. There, where all 
infirmity and all ignorance is over 
and gone forever, the Lord's people 
will "see eye-to-eye" on every
thing. There all mysteries will be 
explained to all the saints, and all 
the controverted pOints of doctrine 
and duty will be made plain. There 
our present imbalances, obsessions, 
prejudices, and other imperfections 
will be behind us. Truth will shine 
bright upon every redeemed mind, 
and every saint will embrace every 
other with consummated affection 
and delight. Not the least shadow of 
division will cloud the unity of the 
church in her state of coming glory. 
"Ephraim shall not envy Judah, and 
Judah shall not vex Ephraim" 
(Isaiah 11:13). But we shall be "one" 
Oohn 17:21) as the three ever-blessed 
persons of the glorious Godhead are 
"one" in harmony, truth and love. 

Threats to Unity 
That such harmony does not exist yet 
among God's people is no surprise. 
There are various factors at work 
which make it difficult for them to 
see "eye-to-eye" now as they will in 
their future state. 

Imperfect Knowledge 
For one thing, "we know in part, and 
we prophesy in part" (I Corinthians 
13:9). Our understanding of God's will 
is very far from perfect here below. This 
is true not only among those whose 
doctrine of Scripture is defective. It is 
true, at least in measure, even 
among those who sincerely believe 
the Bible to be the only rule to direct 
us in "how to glorify and enjoy 
God." Try as we may to understand 
them, there are texts of SCripture 
whose true sense and meaning 
eludes us. Study as we may, there are 
aspects of doctrine and practice 
which God's people cannot yet agree 
on fully. 

Different Temperaments 
A second reason for this partial 
disunity among those who truly 
love God arises from the differences 
of temperament among them. It is 
not an easy thing to say precisely 
what lies behind the difference in 
men's temperaments. But, whether 
the difference be the fruit of nature 
or nurture, one of gifts or of graces, 
whether it be entirely the result ofsin 
or entirely of God's providence, this 
difference between men, even the 
best of men, is often very great and 
leads to their adopting different 
views of the truth and of their duty 
in relation to it. For this reason the 

Perfect harmon,Y 
among God's 

people is not to be 
expected before 
we get to heaven. 

best of Christians, who in other 
respects are one in their love for God 
and truth, may sometimes diverge 
sharply from one another till they 
even take up public pOSitions against 
one another. 

Degrees ofSanctification 
Yet another explanation for our 
differences as God's people in this 
life arises from the different degrees 
of sanctification among us. In all 
probability, among those who are 
sound in their grasp of Christian 
doctrine, this factor is the strongest, 
especially in our II domestic" 
disputes. Our failures to mortify 
self-love, our fallen affections, our 
natural jealousies, our enjoyment of 
position and reputation, our lack of 
meekness, and a thousand similar 
flaws of sanctification lead us to 
make more of our differences than 
we should. 

Maurice Roberts 
How hard it can be to "esteem others 
better than ourselves" (Philippians 
2:3)! How hard it can be to overcome 
our prejudices, to alter our own 
opinionated ways of doing the work 
of God, to believe that others may 
have more light on a truth than we 
have and therefore more right to be 
listened to than ourselves! 

A healthy recognition of the 
that sin has ruined us all more than 
we realize would go a long way 
towards softening disputes between 
brethren! It is the proof of Christian 
greatness when a man can admit 
that he was formerly in the wrong, 
as Augustine did when he wrote his 
Retractions. 

The Importance of 
Truth 
Let it be stated emphatically that the 
worst course of action possible 
among Christians would be to sink 
all our differences under a misguided 
belief that unity is the most 
important thing of all. Unity 
without truth is a unity under the 
headship of Satan, not of Christ. 
Whatever the supposed evils of 
division among believers, they are 
a thousand times more to be 
desired than indifference to doctrine. 
Truth is sacred. It is more precious 
than life. Its claims are greater than 
all other claims. 

A man must die, if necessary, in 
defense of the truth. But it would 
hardly be his duty to die for unity. 
To lose unity among Christians in 
this life is inconvenient and may, in 
some circumstances, be sinful. But to 
lose truth is to lose God, heaven and 
the gospel itself. If truth is lost, all 
that matters is lost. If unity is lost, it 
is lost only for a time. It will be 
restored to God's people eventually, 
either here or hereafter. 



exists in 
Christendom between those who 
hold to central truths and those who 
do not must always be a most 
welcome division. It may suit the 
poetic tastes of some romantic 
churchmen to preach about the 
"wounds in the body of Christ's 
church caused by lack of outward 
unity." But it is mere superstitious 
cant if all that is meant by it is that 
evangelicals will not join a doctrinally 
corrupt ecumenism. Churches, 
however old and venerable, if they 
do not hold to the basic doctrines of 
the Word of God, are not true 
churches at all but only "synagogues 
of Satan" (Revelation 3:9). It is every 
true Christian's duty to refuse 
church fellowship to those who 
deny the cardinal truths of Scripture, 
or else affirm as central truths things 
which Scripture does not so affirm. 

Denials of Truth or Practice 
The truth of the gospel may be 
destroyed in either of two ways. It is 
destroyed when churches deny central 
truths such as the atonement of 
Christ or the doctrine of 
justification by faith. 
Alternatively, the gospel is 
destroyed when a church 
affirms central doctrines in 
theory but at the same time 
denies in its practice the 
things implied by those 
central doctrines. For 
instance, a church might 
have a true doctrine of 
justification in its denominational 
creed, but might tolerate the practice 
of saying masses and allowing auric
ular confession among its clergy. The 
toleration of the latter destroys the 
force of the former. 

Lack ofDiscipline 
Or again, a church might profess an 
orthodox creed, but destroy itself 
by refusing to exercise righteous 
discipline among its members. This 
practical evil is destructive of the 
theoretical soundness of the 
church. Given time, the creed too 
will be altered. Truth always has 
powerful implications. It is rightly 
intolerant of all that threatens it, 

What has just been stated here 
illustrates that not all divisions 
among Christians are vicious. They 
are virtuous, and indeed essential, 
if the division exists to preserve the 
truth of the gospel. Not for nothing 
does the New Testament warn us: 
"Have no fellowship with the 
unfruitful works of darkness but 
rather reprove them" (Ephesians 
5:11). Not without good reason 
does the Apostle Paul state: "Of 
your own selves shall men arise, 
speaking perverse things, to draw 
away disciples after them" (Acts 
20:30). For a sound church to contem
plate having any official fellowship or 
association with an unsound church is 
treason to Jesus Christ and to the souls 
of God's people in the congregation. 

Repairing 
Relationships 
However, not all the divisions and 
differences which arise among the 
people of God are so simple to deal 
with as the obvious difference 
between truth and error. Sadly, there 

are painful divisions between excellent 
men who hold substantially, if not 
indeed precisely, to the same creeds 
and confessions. The question must be 
faced: How are Christians to deal with 
these more sensitive differences? 

Believing as we must do that differ
ences among sound Christians are 
regrettable and that steps should be 
taken to repair torn relationships, we 
would suggest that the follOwing are 
useful practical measures to that 
end: 

1. It should be a rule among God's 
people to be ready to recognize 
excellence wherever we find it and 
to be prepared to learn from one 

secondary matters, we may have to 
differ from one another. To state this 
is to imply that men may be better 
than their creed. Those whose views 
on some matters we may disagree 
with may nonetheless have much to 
teach us on some other Christian 
virtue. 

2. It would be a help if brethren who 
hold to the truths of orthodoxy with 
some rather strong distinctives of 
their own would refrain from stating 
those distinctives too often or too loudly. 
Beyond a certain point of common 
biblical agreement there are views of 
doctrine which good men may 
choose to hold or not, according as 
they are persuaded. The temptation is 
that some men feel conscience 
bound to crusade for their shades of 
opinion. Overlooking the ninety
eight per cent of agreement held in 
common with good men almost 
everywhere we can develop a 
mentality of striving always over 
that small fraction of truth which 
is peculiar to our own group. 
Whatever the point of doctrine at 

issue, this has been a source 
of needless division and dis
sension all through history. 

3. It would be a healthy exer
cise for ministers and elders 
who are in "dogmatic" 
denominations to attend 
conferences where they can 

regularly meet faithful men who 
are not of their own group. There 
are several advantages to this. In 
small denominations especially, 
good people are apt to fall into bad 
habits of thought and speech. It is a 
snare to suppose that "our group is 
the best in the world" or that "our 
way of doing it is the right way and 
all others need to learn from us." 
Such attitudes may not always be 
put into words but they often secretly 
exist in good men's minds. To go to 
conferences where other excellent 
men meet and debate areas of truth 
can be humbling for us. In the 
context of a wider fellowship we 
are to examine our own cherished 
opinions and compelled to recognize 
that God gives outstanding gifts to 



men in circles other than our own. 
Truth does not begin and end with 
anyone church or denomination, 
however good. 

4. It is wise in our estimation of 
doctrines, ministers and churches 
to leave room for surprises. The 
strange truth is that those with 
whom we are in vigorous agreement 
today may be those with whom we 
shall strenuously disagree tomorrow. 
In the life of all churches it frequently 
happens that men alter their position 
and change their ground. 

Today's apostle for the "signs and 
wonders" movement may prove to 
be tomorrow's staunchest preacher 
of "orthodoxy," and today's pulpit 
hero may be tomorrow's traitor to 
Christ's cause. Those who come new 
to the doctrines of grace may be 
those who in the end will have 
loved and promoted them best; and 
those who were brought up in 
orthodox manses and in orthodox 
families may end up, like Esau, 
despising their spiritual birthright. If 
we know these things we shall not 
make too much of "our party" or of 
"our circle" but be ready to value 
sincere love of truth even if presently 
tinged with some immaturity and 
ignorance. 

S. If we are to manage our differences 
as Christians we need to guard 
against becoming wise in our own 
eyes. The devil is never more an 
angel of light than when he urges us 
to be ever stronger and more 
adamant in our own ideas. To hold 
to the truth is excellent. But there is 
such a thing as straining a doctrine 
beyond its biblical proportions till, 
unwittingly, we have distorted a 
gospel truth to the point where it is 
scarcely recognizable. We may stress 
piety till it becomes pietism; or 
preparation till it becomes prepara
tionism; or liberty till it becomes 
license; or law till it becomes legalism; 
or faith till it is no better than the 
faith of devils Games 2:19). In doc
trine, as in matters of practical duty, it 
is possible to forget that "overdoing 
leads to undoing." 

6. If we are to avoid needless 
division let us make most of those 
great central truths which are 
acknowledged and loved by all the 
people of God. When we meet in a 
fellowship - meeting a brother in 
Christ who happens to differ from 
us in some particular, do we need to 
challenge him on his opinion or 
should we speak about matters on 
which we both agree? Some believers 
evidently feel that their duty is to 
overlook all that is held in common 
with the brother and to attempt at 
once to "put him right." It is not 
easy to lay down absolute rules, of 
course, but experience suggests that 
much of the time which men are apt 
to spend in controversy over lesser 
matters would be better spent on the 
great central themes. 

Our deepest need is to grow in the 
knowledge and love of Christ 
Himself. This being so, why should 
we not, in our times of fellowship, 
direct our discussions towards such 
questions as these: 

How can we seek a richer expe
rience of Christ's love? By what 
means can we best show our 
love to Christ? How can we bet
ter bear one another's burdens 
and so fulfil the law of Christ? 
How can we best prepare to 
give a good account to Christ 
when we stand before Him? 
What means have we found 
most helpful in rousing our 
feelings of gratitude to Christ? 

There is much good to be gained by 
our differences as Christians. Every 
one in the fellowship of God's people 

has something valuable to offer. 
Each one has some "measure of the 
gift 	of Christ" (Ephesians 4:7). The 
many-sided wisdom of God is 
made clear to us in the way the 
people of God are all so different in 
the measure of their gifts, graces 
and knowledge. 

It is a thousand pities when these dif

ferences become the occasion of 
alienating brethren from one another. 
This can happen all too easily 
when we ride roughshod over one 

another in discussion, debate and 
conversation. It can happen, too, 
when doubtful opinions are reck
oned as dogmas and minor matters 
contended for as if the very life of 
the gospel depended on them. 

In such an atmosphere is it surprising 
if divisions have sometimes flour
ished? If animosities between 
brethren have sprung up like a thorn 
hedge? If denominational walls a 
yard thick have been built to keep 
equally good men apart when they 
really belong together? The problem 
is an age-old one which goes back to 
the church's earliest days. No better 
solution two thousand years on in 
time can be found than they found 
all those years ago! "In things essential, 
unity; in things not essential, liberty; in 
all things, charity." 

1his article is reprinted from the 
BannerofTruth magazine, April/2000. 

Rev. Maurice Roberts is the editor of 
the Banner of Truth magazine, 
published by the Banner of Truth 
Trust. 
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America's Pie Piper: 
Culture vs. Covenant 

Jan Groenendyk 

Mrs. Groenendyk, in her first article 
(June, 2000), discussed factors in our 
culture that are enticements to God's 
people which draw them away from 
their covenantal relationship to God. In 
this article she adds to that discussion 
and calls readers to a biblical response 
to today's culture. 

Psychology and 
Psychotherapy 
Two fields of study which have a 
great influence in our culture and 
have been {{Pied Pipers" to covenant 
people are psychology and psychiatry. 
Our culture promotes both fields of 
study which often begin with the 
premise of the innate goodness of the 
human race, denying a child's total 
depravity and need for salvation, 
and promoting permissiveness and 
toleration of sin. Regretfully, these 
are two fields of study that 
Christians accept too uncritically, 
and use without analyzing the phi
losophy and beliefs behind their 

findings and teachings. It is from 
these two fields of study that much 
humanism has crept into the church 
and the Christian community. 

John F. MacArthur in his book, Our 
Sufficiency in Christ (p. 30), says this 
about psychology: 

Yet the widely accepted ideas of 
modem psychology are theories 
originally developed by atheists 
on the assumption that there is 
no God and the individual alone 
has the power to change him
self into a better person through 
certain techniques. 

In the book, Lost Daughters (p. 154), 
Reinder Van Til says this about 
current psychotherapy: 

An overwhelming anti-parent 
bias is evident in many of the 
most popular schools of psy
chotherapy. The key assumption 
is that if we as adults feel 
depressed, inadequate, anxious, 
or tense or generally have diffi
culties with relationships, it is 
because our parents did not give 
us adequate nurture and freedom 
when we were growing up. 

Spock, Freud, and others have been 
accepted as authorities, even by 
Christians, resulting in a humanistic 
influence on diScipline and training 
in the home, school, and church; our 
nation's justice system; and current 
psychotherapy. 

Childhood autonomy resulting from 
humanistic philosophy and 
psychology is in opposition to 
God's covenant. When children 
rule the household rather than the 
parents, the child will have little 
respect for the parents and their 
beliefs or values. After a visit to 
America, the Duke of Windsor was 

quoted in Look 
magazine (March 5, 1957) as saying: 
"The thing that impresses me most 
about America is the way parents 
obey their children." Childhood 
autonomy and permissiveness 
prevent children from growing in 
godly wisdom through discipline 
and correction. Lack of loving 
discipline encourages lack of 
respect for parents and their 
teachings, and for all those in 
authority. In addition, many TV 
programs, movies, books, and 
music in American culture defy or 
mock authority in the home, the 
school, and the church - the essen
tial teachers of God's covenant. 

Robert H. Bork, in his book Slouchinq 
Towards Gomorrah (p. 126), writes: 
{{Popular entertainment sells sex, 
pornography, violence, vulgarity, 
attacks on traditional forms ofauthority, 
and outright perversion more 
copiously and more insistently 
than ever before in our history" 
(Emphasis mine-1G). In the Grand 
Valley Advance (November 16, 
1999), the Ask Dr. Dobson by Dr. 
James Dobson is entitled: {{Today's 
music filled with anti-family venom." 

In the fields of psychology and 
psychiatry, more Christians are going 
to counselors than ever before. Dr. 
Gary Rosberg, in his book Choosing to 
Love Again; Restoring Broken 
Relationships (p. 42), writes: 

But the problem doesn't rest 
only with the voice of the non
Christian counselor. It also rests 
with many Christian counselors. 
Why? Because often when they 
purport to conduct counseling 
from a Christian perspective, 
there's actually little emphasis on 
a biblical or spiritual orientation. 
Some of the methods for resolving 
conflict taught by secular 



counselors are good; some are 
not. One ingredient that's often 
missing is forgiveness...forgiveness 
is a key step in resolving conflict 
from a biblical perspective. Yet this 
step is often ignored altogether in 
the secular world. 

I believe that quote is very accurate. 
There is so-called "Christian coun
seling or therapy" which is helping 
children go against parents and their 
teachings by seeking to prove sexual 
abuse as blame for every adult emo
tional problem, accusing without 
collaborating evidence, and then 
making the patient believe that the 
only way for healing to occur is to 
cut off all contact with the accused 
perpetrator, which is usually one or 
both of the parents. (Usually the 
patient is a woman.) False 
accusations through "recovered 
memory" therapy have become so 
common, the label "False Memory 
Syndrome" is now used. Also, some 
counseling today, labeled as 
"Christian," is incorporating much 
secular feminism, hurting marriages 
and families. 

In working with a covenant family, 
my husband and I were very 
disappointed to find that a 
counselor employed by a Christian 
organization was using and following 
the book The Courage to Heal by Ellen 
Bass and Laura Davis. The book pro
motes radical feminism, has New Age 
teaching, and encourages much 
anger, hostility, and revenge; and it 
does not teach forgiveness as the 
method of healing, but rather it 
promotes total withdrawal from 
the accused. Revenge and hatred 
against an accused parent, whether 
justly or falsely accused, results in 
turning the patient against the parent 
or parents and their teachings, caus
ing the person receiving that kind of 
therapy to distort or forsake God's 
Word, His covenant, and the people 
who taught the patient about God 
and His covenant. If you want to 
better understand the serious 
dilemma in current therapy, I rec
ommend reading the book Lost 
Daughters by Reinder Van Til. 

Reproductive Tec1mology 
Another dangerous opponent to 
God's covenant in American culture 
is the prevalent use of reproductive 
technology. The following are some 
article headlines concerning this 
subject which appeared in the Grand 
Rapids Press: 

• "Doctors charged 	in egg theft 
scandal" 

• "Lab 	 goof gives white mom 
biracial child" 

• "Price of human eggs doubles, 
troubling ethicists" 

• "Growing 	 fertility industry 
multiplies multiple births" 

• "More people bank 	on future 
life by harvesting sperm after 
death" 

• "Unclaimed 	 embryos to be 
destroyed" 

• "Sperm taken from 	man just 
after death leads to pregnancy" 

• "Couple in court to fight over 
embryos" 

On the TV program, "20/20" 
Oanuary 19, 1998), the story was 
told of a family who had used 
donated sperm for their three 
children from two different 
donors. The children now wanted 
to find and meet the donors. The 
donor for one of the children 
answered in his reply that he likely 
had children all over the world so 
did not want to meet the child. 

The magazine Focus on the Family, 
Ouly 1999), (p. 2-4), tells the story of 
a baby born to infertile parents as a 
result of their getting a frozen 
embryo from another couple which 
was then implanted in the woman, 
producing the child called Grace, 
with Grace having a genetic mother 
and a biological mother. It was an 
embryo adoption. 

The magazine gives the following 
information about frozen embryos: 

...But doctors frequently fertilize 
as many as 30 eggs at a time 

during in vitro procedures. The 
remaining 20-plus embryos are 
then either destroyed or, more 
frequently, frozen. According to 
many doctors, theologians and 
medical ethicists, those frozen 
embryos are fully human. 

U.S. News and World Report (April 12, 
1999), in an article entitled 
"Mothers with another's eggs," 
relates: 

...In another city, a couple lined 
up two donors and produced 
twins, with each child having a 
different genetiC mom. The 
donors visit for holiday dinners. 

...Already, doctors are freezing 
eggs of young women in the 
hope that they can later thaw 
them to have children. And 
Jamie Grifo, director of repro
ductive endocrinology at New 
York University Medical Center, 
has been experimenting with a 
technique that would insert a 
woman's DNA in a donated egg, 
which would make the baby the 
recipient's genetiC offspring. 

This same article has one subheading 
entitled, "Making a baby, 10 different 
ways" and then it proceeds to list the 
ten ways. 

In the publication, Family News from 
Focus on the Family, Oanuary, 2000) 
Dr. James Dobson states: 

Further tampering with 
reproductive design appears 
certain. Perhaps you've read 
recently about a fashion photog
rapher named Rod Harris who 
began offering eggs from models 
for a fee up to $150,000. 
Apparently, would-be parents 
hope to fertilize the eggs with 
sperm from handsome males to 
produce gorgeous children. As 
justification for his wacky business 
venture, Mr. Harris claims that his 
egg sale is an outgrowth of 
humans' natural urge to mate 
with genetically superior people 
and produce babies with 
"evolutionary advantages."3 



Harris's melding of Darwin
based eugenics, Playboy-style 
sensibilities, and eBay-type 
commerce struck some infertility 
specialists as the most worrisome 
sign yet of where the partly 
unregulated field of assisted 
reproduction may be going.4 

Fertility drugs and in vitro fertilization 
are causing many more Christian 
parents as well as non-Christian 
parents to rear children in multiples, 
and some large number multiples. 
Animals can be raised in litters 
because they have mainly physical 
needs which have to be satisfied. 
Children need their physical needs 
taken care of but also the nurturing 
of their spiritual and emotional 
needs. It takes exceptional parents, 
even with much help, to carry out 
their covenantal responsibilities 
toward a large number of children 
born at the same time. 

In vitro fertilization is being used 
qUite freely today. I believe it generates 
some serious questions and has 
difficult ramifications to consider, 
the way it is done today. What is 
done with the number of extra 
embryos left after the procedure? 
Any embryo could possibly develop 
into one of the couple's children. Is 
it right then to deliberately destroy 
an embryo? If the embryo is frozen 
and not used, then what? After the 
couple's death, what happens to an 
unused embryo? Does donating or 
selling, buying or receiving an 
embryo become justified by calling 
it "embryo adoption"? Does calling 
it "embryo adoption" make it easier 
for people to accept as does the term 
"choice" rather than abortion? Does 
choosing the lesser of two wrongs 
justify doing the lesser and labeling 
it congenially? I believe the making 
of a number of embryos outside the 
womb poses some very serious 
considerations for the Christian 
couple, regardless of how great 
their desire is to have children. 

Are some Christian couples who 
desire children setting up an 
Abraham and Hagar situation for 

themselves? Today many newly
married couples do not want children, 
so they use the available means to pre
vent pregnancy for as long as they 
desire. Then, when they are ready and 
want to start a family, they want 
pregnancy soon. If it's not soon 
enough, they turn to fertility drugs 
or in vitro fertilization in an 
attempt to bring it about. (A physical 
problem needing correction is an 
entirely different situation.) God says 
much in SCripture about the barren 
woman and how God opens the 
woman's womb in His time. Is our 
culture trying to dictate God's time 
today rather than waiting on the 
Lord? Is it too old-fashioned to 
pray and let God take care of it like 
Isaac did (Genesis 25:21)? God does 
provide means for us to use accord
ing to His wilt but Christian couples 
have to be very careful that they do 
not try to make their time God's 
time, rather than vice versa. 

In vitro fertilization; donor insemi
nation; surrogate mother; cloning; 
sperm and egg selling, donating, 
and destroying; and embryo selling, 
destroying, donating; and adopting 
- how do these affect God's 
covenant for the Christian? If some
one else controls the sperm, egg, or 
embryo of a Christian and sells it, 
destroys it, or uses it, where does the 
Christian donor's responsibility 
begin and end with God's covenant? 
A Christian may have a covenant 
child (or children) known or not 
known to him or her, with little or 
no possiblilty of contact to carry out 
the covenantal responsibilities as a 
parent. All of this raises some serious 
ethical, moral questions today. 

New Tolerance 
A finat insidious covenant enemy 
I wish to discuss is the "new toler
ance" penetrating and infiltrating 
our culture. To better understand 
and guard against this movement, 
I strongly urge that every Christian 
adult, every high school, college 
and graduate student read the 
book: The New Tolerance with the 
subtitle, "How a cultural movement 
threatens to destroy you, your faith, 

and your children/' by Josh 
and Bob Hostetler. Here 
thought-provoking 
their book: 

• Remember, the goal of the new 
tolerance is not only to achieve 
acceptance of those persons 
who are different or who 
behave differently, but to force 
all others to approve ofand par
ticipate in their attitudes and 
activities. But what about those 
who refuse to follow the pied 
piper of the new tolerance? 
What happens to people who 
stop short of approving and 
participating in others' beliefs, 
behaviors, and lifestyles? 

Such people (including you, if 
you are a Christian) are likely to 
be branded as narrow-minded 
bigots, fanatics, extremists, and 
hatemongers and be subjected 
to public humiliation and 
indoctrination...(pp. 31 and 32). 

•...The new tolerance, because it is 
based on the view that all truth 
claims are equal because they are 
culturally created and condi
tioned, must not only oppose but 
squelch any proclamation of 
absolute truth ...(p. 54). 

•As the new tolerance increasingly 
displaces all other virtues in our 
schools, government, society, and 
churches, it will become 
increasingly difficult to impart 
biblical, Christian values to 
succeeding generations (p. 57). 

• As a direct result of the post
modern influence, parents' 
rights to guide and influence 
their children's lives are being 
systematically undermined and 
overthrown (p. 129). 

Conclusion 
Parents are a key element in God's 
covenant. The book Choosing to Love 
Again; Restoring Broken Relationships 
by Dr. Gary Rosberg (p. 46), conveys 
some of the importance and impact 
parents have on their children. 



During my years as a counselor, 
I've come to appreciate the 
incredible power parents have to 
mold the lives of their children. 
Whether you realize it or not, 
many of the patterns of your life 
- the decisions you make, the 
way you react to certain situa
tions the way you relate to others, 
your unconscious needs and 
drives - were shaped by your par
ents, your parents' parents, and so 
on. We tend to pass the legacy 
from generation to generation. 

In Hosea 4:6, God warns Israel with 
the words: 

...my people are destroyed from 
lack of knowledge. Because you 
have rejected knowledge, I also 
reject you as my priests; because 
you have ignored the law of your 
God I also will ignore your children 
(Emphasis mine-JG). 

The spiritual legacy we pass on to 
our children should be the first 
priority for the Christian parent 
here on earth. Our covenantal 
responsibility is to teach and pass 
on eternal truths and values to the 
generations following us. "The 
truths and principles of the Bible, 

taught with time, perseverance, 
effort, wisdom, diligence - that's 
what to give our children" (" Our 
Daily Bread" devotional, November 
5, 1999). In her book, Celebrating the 
Wonder of Motherhood (p. 20), Bobbi 
McCaughey, the devoted mother of 
the well-known septuplets and 
Mikayla, says of her children: 
II •••They may be ours for a time, but 
we want them to be His forever." 

Is our modern American culture IIa 
friend to grace, to help me on to 
God?" Quite to the contrary! God 
gives us His covenant promise: "...to 
be your God and the God of your 
descendants after you" (Genesis 
17:7b) and "The promise is for you 
and your children ..." (Acts 2:39a). 
Our present anti-Christian culture 
does not change God's faithfulness 
to His covenant promise. However, 
our culture, when accepted 
uncritically, detracts and under
mines many Christians' wholehearted 
faithfulness to God's covenant and 
often disastrously weakens or 
eliminates their children's response. 
Are you allowing "America's Pied 
Piper" to lead you and/or your 
children away from God and His 
covenant? 

Ponder the important words 
Psalm 78:4-7: 

We will not hide them from their children; 

We will tell the next generation 

The praiseworthy deeds of the Lord, 

His power, and the wonders He has done. 

He decreed statutes for Jacob 

And established the law in Israel, 

Which He commanded our forefathers 

To teach their children. 

So the next generation would know them, 

Even the children yet to be born, 

And they in tum would tell their children. 

And would not forget His deeds 

But would keep His commands. 

Mrs. Jan Groenendyk was a 
Christian school teacher for 27 
years. She is the wife ofRev. Marion 
Groenendyk and a member of 
Bethany United Reformed Church, 
Wyoming, Michigan. 

Footnotes 

3 Carey Goldberg, "On Web, Models Auction 
Their Eggs to Bidders for Beautiful Children," 
New York Times, October 23, 1999, p. All. 

4 Ibid. 
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Christian Patriot-Contradiction or Compliment, 

B. WInSted ..................................... .10:15 
Christian Reformed Synod of 1999, The, 

J. Admiraal .......................................6:19 
Christians Facing Attacks in the U.S., G Cox ......... .3:18 
Christmas Riches, T. C. Vanden Heuvel ...............11:2 
Church as Worshiping Community, The, 

D. Hart and J. R Muether ......................... .1:7 
Clinton Defies Senate, Appoints Gay Ambassador .....8:21 
Comfort Ye My People, C. W. Krahe .................. .5:8 
Compassion Must be WJSe, J. R Sittema ...............9:11 
Concomitants of the Second Advent: New Heaven 

and New Earth, C. P. Venema .............. .10:17; 11:16 
Concomitants of the Second Advent: The Final 

Judgment, C. P. Venema ......................4:18; 5:15 
Concomitants of the Second Advent: The Final 

State, and Doctrine of Eternal Punishment, 
C. P. Venema ............................7:20; 8:14; 9:13 

Confronting Modernity, J. R Muether ............... .10:12 
Depraved or Deprived? C. Thomas ................. .10:11 
Discemment in Worship, D. Hart and J. Muether ...... .5:10 
Discussion on Justification, A, W. R Godfrey ........... .2:5 


Educating Children vs. Preserving an Institution, 

C. Thomas ...................................... .5:14 


Euthanasia-Grandpa is Dead, E. Reitsema ........... .1:12 
Facing Up to the hnmoral Majority, 

E. Dobson and C. Thomas .........................6:10 

Father's Response to Killings, A, G Cox ................9:9 
Genesis 1-11, M Vander Hart 

....................(Center puil-out sections) 1,2,3,4 
God's Workshop, L. Vanden Heuvel ..................9:10 
Grace, M. Sehout ....................................6:13 
Growing Up in the Covenant, M. Brink-Blijdorp ...... .10:3 
Honors Bestowed for Doing the Worst Best, 

G.Cox ...........................................4:13 

If the Sermon is Boring, the Problem is Us! 


J. M. Beach ..................................... .10:14 

hnportance of Balance, The, J. R Sittema ..............7:16 

In the Culture Wars it's God vs. Guns, C. Thomas .......8:9 

Inquiring Minds Want to Know, G Cox ............. .11:15 

John Calvin, The Man, J. Armstrong ..................7:12 

John Murray: Man of Prayer (ffi, E. Oowney ......... .1:19 

John Murray-Two Selections from His Collected 

Writings, J. Murray .............................. .2:13 

Kervorkian Sentenced for Assisted Suicide ............7:24 

Kyrie '99 Conventioneers Learn How to be "Bright 


Lights," E. DeGraaf ...............................9:22 

latvia-ANew Beachhead, C. P. Venema ..... " ...... .5:22 
Localism and the Elder, Round 2, J. R Sittema ........ .1:13 
Means of Grace, The, D. Hart and J. R Muether ....... .2:8 
Music in Worship: An Historical Sketch and 

Theological Appraisal, M. W. Karlberg ..............9:3 
PBS Assailed for Airing Pro-gay '1t's Elementary" .... .10:21 
Paradise Lost-Paradise Restored, I. Duguid ............4:3 

Parent "Potters," L. Vanden Heuvel ..................11:21 

Pastors Against Homosexuality-and Hate, too, 


T. Bayly ........................................2:22 

Peacemaker, J. R. Sittema ............................ .3:21 

Peacemaking, J. R. Sittema ..................4:21; 5:20; 6:18 

Peter Martyr Vermigli: International Reformer, 


W. R. Godfrey ................................... .3:22 

Preparing the Church for the 21st Century, 


C. Dunahoo .................................... .11:11 

Presbyterian Church in America (PCA) General 


Assembly Update ............................... .8:20 

Presbyterians Vote in Favor of Marital Fidelity 


and Chastity ..................... '" ........... .10:22 

Protestant Reflection Upon the Canonization 


of Mother Teresa, M. J. larson ......................9:8 

Reformed Church Retains TIes with UCC .............8:22 

Remembering the Resurrection, GI. Williamson ....... .4:6 

Returning to the Gospel of Grace, G Cox .............. .5:7 

Rev. Peter DeJong: A Personal Reminiscence, The, 


W. R. Godfrey .....................................9:7 

Revenge Never Settles the Score, G Cox ...............7:15 
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Revelation of Jesus Christ: Studies in the Book of 
Revelation, The, P. Y. DeJong 

..................(Center pull-out sections) 8, 9, 10, 11 
Revived by Sabbath Renewal, W. R Godfrey .......... .5:3 
Sabbath and Worship, The, W. R Godfrey .............6:16 
Sabbath Institution, The, J. Murray .............. .10:7; 11:7 
Selling a Birthright for a Mess of Stew, 

J. Groenendyk ....................................3:12 
Sixty-sixth General Assembly of the Orthodox 

Presbyterian Church (OPe), A. D. Strange ..........9:20 
Speaking the Truth in Love, G. Cox .................. .2:21 
Spiritual Nutrition, L. Vanden Heuvel .................3:19 
Study Finds Women Becoming More Religious, 

Conservative .....................................7:23 
Sundays and the Professional Athletes, C. Tuininga .....8:3 
Supreme Court Upholds Freedom of School Choice, 

C. Thomas ...................................... .1:11 
Surrendering Our Civilization, C. Thomas .............7:11 
Surviving the Y2K Panic, T. Lamar .....................6:8 
Synod 1999 of the United Reformed Churches 

in North America, D. Vander Meulen ..............6:23 
Telling the Truth About Homosexual Behavior, 

C. Thomas .................................... ·· .4:13 
Tomorrow's Kings and Queens, L. Vanden Heuvel ......2:3 
Two Sizeable Reformed Communities in North 

America, T. Monsma ..............................8:19 
2000-The Year of the Decision, H. Vanden Heuvel .... .10:9 
United Reformed Churches CURC) in North America 

Synod Report June 15-17, 1999, R Pontier ...........9:19 
United Reformed Church's Classis Southwest United 

States Asked to Endorse Godfrey Proposal for 
Interdenominational Reformed Synod, D.T. Maurina 4:23 

U. S. House Votes to Allow Ten Commandments 
in School ....................................... .10:23 

Until We've Learned Our Lesson, C. Thomas ......... .3:17 
War is Expensive, T. Grugget ........................ .3:10 
Way of the WISe: Teaching Teenagers About Sex, 

P. D. Tripp ................................4:14; 5:4; 6:6 
What Are WeFor?J. R Sittema ......................11:19 
What is Grace? J. Bridges ........................ , ....6:11 
WhatTeenagers Really Want, C. Thomas .............11:10 
When Evangelicals and Catholics Get Together, 

Where do Reformed Believers Fit? D. Van Drunen .. .7:5 
Whither the Sabbath? T. L. Johnson ....................4:7 
Why Didn't God Intervene? G. Cox ...................8:12 
Why Not Create a "Fifth" Office: The ''Minister of 

Education"? C. P. Venema .........................6:21 
Work and Rest, D. Doriani .......................... .8:10 
Worship: Elements, Circumstances and Forms, 

D. Hart and J. R Muether ......................... .3:6 
Worship Music, D. Hart and J. R Muether ..............4:9 
Worship: Reformed or Evangelical? W. R Godfrey ... .10:19 
Youth Anti-Culture, The, G. E. Veith ....................7:9 
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SUBJECTS 

ADULTERY - see MARRIAGE 

ADVERTISING 
Advertising: the Propaganda of 20th Century 

Society, S. Vandergugten ......................... .3:3 

ASSISTED SUICIDE 
Kervorkian sentenced for assisted suicide ...........7:24 

ATHLETICS 
Sundays and the Professional Athletes, 

C. Tuininga ..................................... .8:3 


CALVIN, JOHN 
Calvinism: The Theology of the Reformer, 

J. H. Armstrong ................................. .8:5 

John Calvin, The Man, J. H. Armstrong .............7:12 


CALVINISM - see REFORMED FAITH 

CATECHISM 
Spiritual Nutrition, L. Vanden Heuvel ............. .3:19 

CHILDREN 
As the Twig is Bent, L. Vanden Heuvel .. .5:18; 6:14; 7:17 
Children of the Covenant in the Worship of 

God, B. Mix ......................................7:3 
God's Workshop, L. Vanden Heuvel ...............9:10 
Growing Up in the Covenant, M. Brink-Blijdorp ... .10:3 

CHRIST FOR RUSSIA - see I.T.E.M. 

CHRISTIAN AND POLmCS 

Christian Patriot-Contradiction or Compliment, 


B. Wmsted .................................... .10:15 


CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Spiritual Nutrition, L. Vanden Heuvel ............ .3:19 

CHRISTIAN HOME AND FAMILY 
God's Workshop, L. Vanden Heuvel ...............9:10 
Growing Up in the Covenant, M. Brink-Blijdorp ... .10:3 
Parent "Potters," L. Vanden Heuvel ..............11:21 
Tomorrow's Kings and Queens, 

L. Vanden Heuvel ............................... .2:3 
Way of the WISe: Teaching Teenagers About Sex, 

P. D. Tripp ...............................4:14; 5:4; 6:6 
What Teenagers Really Want, C. Thomas ..........11:10 
As the Twig is Bent, L. Vanden Heuvel ... .5:18; 6:14; 7:17 



cmuSTIAN LIVING 
Adultery-from Never to "Nonnal"? C. Thomas ....2:12 
Christian Patriot-Contradiction or Compliment, 

B. Wmsted .................................... .10:15 

Christians Facing Attacks in the U.S., G. Cox ....... .3:18 

Confronting Modernity, J. R Muether ............ .10:12 

Honors Bestowed for Doing the Worst Best, 


G.Cox .........................................4:13 

Returning to the Gospel of Grace, G. Cox ........... .5:7 

Speaking the Truth in Love, G. Cox ............... .2:21 

Surviving the Y2K Panic, T. Lamar ..................6:8 

Work and Rest, D. Doriani ........................8:10 


cmuSTIAN REFORMED CHURCH 

2000-The Year of the Decision, 
H. Vanden Heuvel ............................. .10:9 


CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH SYNOD 
Christian Reformed Synod of 1999, The, 

J. Admiraal .....................................6:19 
Why Not Create a "Fifth" Office: The ''Minister 

of Education"? C. P. Venema .....................6:21 

CHRISTMAS 
Christmas Riches, T. C. Vanden Heuvel ............ .11:2 


CHURCH 
Church as Worshiping Community, The, 

D. Hart and J. R Muether ........................ .1:7 
Confronting Modernity, J. R Muether .............11:12 
Preparing the Church for the 21st Century, 

C. Dunahoo .................................. .11:11 

What Are We For?J. R Sittema ...................11:19 


CHURCH AND SOCIETY 
In the Culture Wars It's God vs. Guns, C. Thomas ... .8:9 
Why Didn't God Intervene? G. Cox ............... .8:12 

CHURCH EDUCATION 
Spiritual Nutrition, L. Vanden Heuvel ............. .3:19 


CHURCH MUSIC 
Music in Worship: An Historical Sketch and 

Theological Appra1sal, M. W. Karlberg .............9:3 
Worship Music, D. Hart and J. R Muether ...........4:9 

COMFORT 
Comfort Ye My People, C. W. Krahe ............... .5:8 


COVENANT 
Children of the Covenant in the Worship of God, 

B.Mix ...........................................7:3 
Growing Up in the Covenant, M. Brink-Blijdorp ... .10:3 

CREATION 
John Murray-Two Selections from His Collected 

Writings, J. Murray ............................. .2:13 

DEACONS - see ELDERS AND DEACONS 

DE lONG, PETER 
Rev. Peter De Jong: A Personal Reminiscence, The, 

W. R Godfrey ...................................9:7 


EDUCATION 
Educating Children vs. Preserving an Institution, 

C. Thomas ..................................... .5:14 
Supreme Court Upholds Freedom of School 

Choice, C. Thomas ............................. .1:11 
Tomorrow's Kings and Queens, L. Vanden Heuvel ...2:3 
U. S. House Votes to Allow Ten Commandments 

in School ..................................... .10:23 

ELDERS AND DEACONS 
Accountability: The Key to Good Pastoral 

Care, J. R Sittema .............................. .2:15 
Compassion Must be WISe, J. R Sittema ............9:11 
Importance of Balance, The, J. R Sittema ............7:16 
Localism and the Elder, Round 2, J. R Sittema ...... .1:13 
Peacemaker, J. R Sittema ......................... .3:21 
Peacemaking, J. R Sittema ...............4:21; 5:20; 6:18 

ETERNAL PUNISHMENT 
Concomitants of the Second Coming: The Final 


State, the Doctrine of Eternal Punishment, 

C. P. Venema ..........................7:20; 8:14; 9:13 


EUTHANASIA 
Euthanasia-Grandpa is Dead, E. Reitsema ........ .1:12 


GENESIS 
Genesis 1-11, M. Vander Hart 

....................(Center pull-out sections) 1,2,3,4 

GOSPEL, TIlE 
Comfort Ye My People, C. W. Krahe ................ .5:8 

Returning to the Gospel of Grace, G. Cox ........... .5:7 


GRACE 
Returning to the Gospel of Grace, G. Cox ........... .5:7 

What is Grace? J. Bridges ..........................6:11 


HEIDELBERG CATECHISM 
Comfort Ye My People, C. W. Krahe ................ .5:8 


HOMOSEXUALITY 
Christian Group Proposes New TV Warning for 

Homosexual Content ............................7:23 
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Clinton Defies Senate, Appoints Gay 
Ambassador ....................................8:21 

PBS Assailed for Airing Pro-Gay 
'1t's Elementary" .............................. .10:21 

Pastors Against Homosexuality-and Hate, too, 
T. Bayly ........................................2:22 

Telling the Truth About Homosexual Behavior, 
C. Thomas .....................................4:13 


I. T. E. M. 
latvia-ANew Beachhead for Christ, C. P. Venema . .5:22 

JESUS CHRIST - DEATH 
Paradise Lost-Paradise Restored, I. Duguid .........4:3 


JESUS CHRIST - RESURRECTION 
Paradise Lost-Paradise Restored, I. Duguid .........4:3 


JESUS CHRIST - RETURN 
Concomitants of the Second Advent New Heaven 

and New Earth, C. P. Venema ............ .10:17; 11:16 
Concomitants of the Second Advent: The Final 

Judgment, C. P. Venema .....................4:18; 5:15 
Concomitants of the Second Advent: The Final 

State, the Doctrine of Eternal Punishment, 
C. P. Venema ..........................7:20; 8:14; 9:13 


Inquiring Minds Want to Know, G. Cox ...........11:15 


JUDGMENT 
Concomitants of the Second Advent: The Final 

Judgment, C. P. Venema .....................4:18; 5:15 

JUSTIFICATION 
Discussion on Justification, A, W R Godfrey .........2:5 
When Evangelicals and Catholics Get Together, 

Where do Reformed Believers Fit?, D. Van Drunen ..7:5 

KUYPER, ABRAHAM 
Abraham Kuyper-His Life and Legacy, 

C. P. Venema .............................. .1:15; 2:17 


KYRIE 
Kyrie '99 Conventioneers Learn How to Be 

"Bright lights", E. DeGraaf ......................9:22 

LAST THINGS 
Concomitants of the Second Advent: New 

Heaven and New Earth, C. P. Venema ..... .10:17; 11:16 
Concomitants of the Second Advent: The Final 

State, the Doctrine of Eternal Punishment, 
C. P. Venema ..........................7:20; 8:14; 9:13 


Inquiring Minds Want to Know, G. Cox .......... .11:15 
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LAW 
In the Culture Wars It's God vs. Guns, C. Thomas ....8:9 
U. S. House Votes to Allow Ten Commandments 

in School ..................................... .10:23 

LITURGY 
Blessings, W R Godfrey ..........................8:13 


LORD'S DAY - see SABBATH 

MAN - CREATION OF 
John Murray-Two Selections from his Collected 

Writings, J. Murray ............................. .2:13 

MARRIAGE 
Adultery-From Never to 'Normal"? C. Thomas ....2:12 
Presbyterians Vote in Favor of Marital Fidelity 

and Chastity .................................. .10:22 

MEANS OF GRACE - DOCTRINE OF 
Means of Grace, The, D. Hart and J. R Muether ......2:8 

MEDITATIONS 
Christmas Riches, T. C. Vanden Heuvel .............11:2 


MORAL MAJORITY 
Facing Up to the Immoral Majority, 

E. Dobson and C. Thomas .......................6:10 


MORALITY 
Honors Bestowed for Doing the Worst Best, G. Cox.. 4:13 

MOTHER TERESA 
Protestant Reflection Upon the Canonization 

of Mother Teresa, M. J. Larson .....................9:8 

MURRAY, JOHN 
John Murray: Man of Prayer (11), E. Oowney ...... .1:19 
John Murray-Two Selections from His 

Collected Writings, J. Murray .................... .2:13 

NEW HEAVENS AND NEW EARTH 
Concomitants of the Second Advent: New 

Heaven and New Earth, C. P. Venema ..... .10:17; 11:16 

OFFICE 
Why Not Create a "Fifth" Office: The ''Minister 

of Education"? C. P. Venema .....................6:21 

ORTHODOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Sixty-sixth General Assembly of the Orthodox 

Presbyterian Church (OPC), A. D. Strange .........9:20 



PASTORAL WORK 
Accountability: The Key to Good Pastoral Care, 

J. R Sittema .....................................2:15 

Compassion Must be WISe, J. R Sittema ............9:11 

Peacemaker, J. R Sittema ......................... .3:21 

Peacemaking, J. R Sittema ...............4:21; 5:20; 6:18 


PERSECUTION 
Christians Facing Attacks in the U.S., G. Cox ........3:18 


POETRY 
Grace, M. Schout .................................6:13 


POLmcs - CHRISTIAN VIEW OF 
Facing Up to the Immoral Majority, 

E. Dobson and C. Thomas .......................6:10 


PRAYER IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Father's Response to Killings, A, G. Cox .............9:9 


PREACHING 
If the Sermon is Boring, the Problem is Us! 

J. M. Beach ................................... .10:14 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (USA) 
Presbyterians Vote in Favor of Marital Fidelity 

and Chastity .................................. .10:22 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 
Presbyterian Church inAmerica (PeA) General 

Assembly ......................................8:20 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES 
Two Sizeable Reformed Communities in North 

America, T. Monsma ............................8:19 

REFORMED CHURCH IN AMERICA 
Reformed Church Retains TIes with UCC ..........8:22 


REFORMED CHURCHES IN AMERICA 
Two Sizeable Reformed Communities in North 

America, T. Monsma ............................8:19 

REFORMED FAITH 
Calvinism in the Marketplace, M. Vander Hart ...... .1:3 
Calvinism: The Theology of the Reformer, 

J. H. Armstrong ................................. .8:5 
What Are We For? J. R Sittema ...................11:19 
When Evangelicals and Catholics Get Together, 

Where do Reformed Believers Fit?, D. Van Drunen ..7:5 
Worship: Reformed or Evangelical?, W R Godfrey. .10:19 

RELIGIOUS RIGHI 
Facing Up to the Immoral Majority, 

E. Dobson and C. Thomas .......................6:10 


REPENTANCE 
Until Weve Learned Our Lesson, C. Thomas ...... .3:17 

RESURRECTION OF TIlE BODY 
Remembering the Resurrection, G. I. Williamson .....4:6 

REVELATION, BOOK OF 
Revelation of Jesus Christ: Studies in the Book of 

Revelation, The, P. Y DeJong 
..................(Center pull-out sections) 8, 9, 10, 11 

REVENGE 
Revenge Never Settles the Score, G. Cox ............7:15 


ROMAN CATHOLICISM 
Discussion on Justification, A, W R Godfrey ....... .2:5 
Protestant Reflection Upon the Canonization of 

Mother Teresa, M. J. Larson .......................9:8 
When Evangelicals and Catholics Get Together, 

Where do Reformed Believers Fit?, D. Van Drunen ..7:5 

SABBATH 
Revived by Sabbath Revival, W R Godfrey ......... .5:3 
Sabbath and Worship, The, W R Godfrey ..........6:16 
Sabbath Institution, The, J. Murray ........... .10:7; 11:7 
Sundays and the Professional Athletes, 

C. Tuininga ......................................8:3 

Whither the Sabbath? T. L. Johnson ................ .4:7 


SCHISM, SEPARATION 
What Are We For?,J. R Sittema ...................11:19 


SEX-TEACHING 
Way of the WISe: Teaching Teenagers About Sex, 

P. D. Tripp .............................. .4:14; 5:4; 6:6 


SIN 
Depraved or Deprived?, C. Thomas .............. .10:11 


TELEVISION 
Christian Group Proposes New TV Warning for 

Homosexual Content ............................7:23 
PBS Assailed for Airing Pro-Gay 

'1t's Elementary" ............................. .10:21 

TWENTIETH CENTURY 
Character of the Twentieth Century: A Reformed 

Review, The, W R. Godfrey ......................11:4 
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UNITED OIDRCH OF CHRIST 
Reformed Church Retains TIes with UCC ..........8:22 

UNITED REFORMED OIDRCH IN NORTH AMERICA 
Synod 1999 of the United Reformed Churches in 

North America, D. Vander Meulen ...............6:23 
United Reformed Churches (URC) in North America 

Synod Report June 15-17, 1999, R Pontier .........9:19 
United Reformed Church's Oassis Southwest 

United States Asked to Endorse Godfrey Proposal 
for Interdenominational Reformed Synod, 
D. T. Maurina ...................................4:23 


UNITED STATES - GOVERNMENT 

Depraved or Deprived?, C. Thomas .............. .10:11 

VERMIGLI, PETER MARTYR 
Peter Martyr Vennig1i: International Reformer, 

W R. Godfrey ................................. .3:22 

WAR 
War is Expensive, T. Grugget ..................... .3:10 

WOMEN 
Study Finds Women Becoming More Religious, 

Conservative .................................. .7:23 

WOMEN IN ECCLESIASTICAL OFFICE 

2000-The Year of the Decision, 
H Vanden Heuvel ............................. .10:9 

WORK 
Work and Rest, D. Doriani ........................8:10 

WORSHIP 
Beyond Style Wars: Recovering the Substance of 

Worship, M. S. Horton ............................6:3 
Blessings, W R Godfrey ..........................8:13 
Children of the Covenant in the Worship of God, 

B.Mix ...........................................7:3 
Church as Worshiping Community, The, 

D. Hart and J. R Muether ........................ .1:7 
Confronting Modernity, J. R Muether ............ .10:12 
Discernment in Worship, D. Hart and J. R Muether.. 5:10 
If the Sermon is Boring, the Problem is Us! 

J. M. Beach ................................... .10:14 
Means of Grace, The, D. Hart and J. R Muether ..... .2:8 
Music in Worship: An Historical Sketch and 

Theological Appraisal, M. W Karlberg .............9:3 
Sabbath and Worship, The, W R Godfrey ..........6:16 
Selling a Birthright for a Mess of Stew, 

J. Groenendyk ................................. .3:12 
Worship: Elements, Circumstances and Forms, 

D. Hart and J. R Muether ........................ .3:6 


Worship Music, D. Hart and J. R Muether ...........4:9 
Worship: Reformed or Evangelical?, W R Godfrey. .10:19 

Y2K 
Preparing the Church for the 21st Century, 

C. Dunahoo .................................. .11:11 

Surviving the Y2K Panic, T. Lamar ..................6:8 


YOUNG PEOPLE 

As the Twig is Bent, L. Vanden Heuvel ... .5:18; 6:14; 7:17 
God's Workshop, L. Vanden Heuvel ...............9:10 
Kyrie '99 Conventioneers Learn How to be 

"Bright lights", E. DeGraaf ......................9:22 
Surrendering our Civilization, C. Thomas ...........7:11 
Way of the WISe: Teaching Teenagers about Sex, 

D. P. Tripp .............................. .4:14; 5:4; 6:6 

WhatTeenagers Really Want, C. Thomas ..........11:10 

Youth Anti-Culture, The, G. E. Veith .................7:9 


BOOK REVIEWS 

Beeke, Joel R: The quest for Full Assurance 
(The Legacy of Calvin and His Successors) ........9:23 

Calvin, John: The Mystery of Godliness ............9:23 
Fausset, Andrew R: Judges ........................9:23 
Green, William Henry: Conflict and Triumph 

(The Argument of the Book of Job Unfolded) ......9:23 
Shepherd, Norman: Women in the Service of 

Christ (H. Vanden Einde) ........................1:23 
Van Andel, Jay: An Enterprising life (T. H Piersrna) 11:22 
Westerink, H: A Sign of Faithfulness (c. Bosch) .... .2:23 
Zandstra, Gerald: The Past, Present, and Potential 

Future of the Ministry Share System in the 
Christian Reformed Church (H. VandenEinde) ... .8:23 
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Modern electronics have made fishing 
more exciting and productive than 
ever. For a few hundred dollars or less, 
fishers can equip themselves with 
electronic devices that show on a 
screen the depth and temperature of 
the water, the shape of the bottom, 
the number of fish in the area and at 
what depth the fish are located. 

Fish-finders are fun to use. They 
remove some of the guess-work 
involved in fishing. While 
even the best fish-finders can't 
make fish bite, fishers armed 
with fish-finder information 
can increase their chances of 
catching fish. Once they know 
where the fish are and how deep in 
the water the fish are swimming, they 
can match lures, lines and techniques 
to catch them. 

The claim is probably true that 
"10 percent of the fishermen catch 
90 percent of the fish." You can 
expect those "10 percent" to make 
good use of fish-finders and the 
information they provide. Where do 
we start when we witness to people? 

One of the challenges we face in 
witnessing and evangelism is deter
mining the "depth" of people's 
ignorance or knowledge of gospel 
language, and the "depth" of their 
involvement in other faiths. Often 
we think we are communicating 
the gospel, while in actual fact our 
listeners do not understand our 
words nor the biblical ideas behind 
them. 

years ago, James Engel, an 
expert on Christian communication, 
popularized a simple way to illustrate 
this matter. Please look at the adap
tation of "The Engel Scale" (next 
column). 

Some people are recognized as being 
far from the gospel. They are deeply 
involved in some other religion, or 
they are declared atheists, and so 

they are rated on the scale as being 
at -8 to -7. At the same time, other 
people enjoy some awareness of 
Christianity and some knowledge of 
the Bible's message and so they are 
rated as -6 to -7. When you talk to 
them you can assume that they 
know at least a little bit of what you 
are saying. 

Among others who are still uncon
verted there is a degree of knowledge 
of specific aspects of the gospel that 
they are clear about. We can place 
them on the scale between -S and -4. 
Among some of them, a growing 
sense of the implications of the 
gospel for them personally and their 
need for Christ is becoming evident. 
They are shown on the scale as being 
at -3 to -2. 

THE ENGEL SCALE 
(adapted) 

Proclamation evangelism 
-8 Hostility to the gospel 
-7 No awareness of the gospel 
-6 Awareness 
-5 Some knowledge Of fuegospel 
-4 Knowledge 
-3 Implications ofthe gospel seen 

. -2 Sense of personal need 
-1 Can for deciSion 
Conversion: repentance and faith 

Process of disejpleship (begjns 
immediately after conversion) 

+1First steps: prayer, Scripture, 
worship, changes in world view. 
values, Jifestyle 

+2Incorporation in the 
oommunityotbelievers 

+3Witness and service 
+4Contintlal growth 

Roger 
Persons who have come to this point 
need to be called to decision. They 
have enough understanding of the 
gospel to make a responsible decision 
for or against the Lord. When they 
were still further back on the scale, 
asking them to receive Christ by 
faith would not have made sense 
because they were not ready. But 
when the time comes, the "hook" 
must be set and the crucial questions 
asked. 

Mistakes Often Made 
Engel contends that Christians often 
make the mistake of addressing any 
and all listeners as though they were 
all in the -3 to -1 zone. But the truth 
is that large numbers of people are 
not at all prepared to understand the 
gospel's claims or to respond to the 
invitation to turn away from their old 
religious commitments and trust 
Christ alone for salvation. This 
mistake results in many failures and 
disappointments in evangelism. 

In countries where the Scriptures 
have been widely circulated and 
gospel proclamation has gone on for 
a long time, there is an assumption 
that almost everyone understands 
the essentials of the gospel. But that 
is not true. Many important biblical 
words and ideas are almost totally 
misunderstood. You cannot expect 
people who seldom, if ever, attend 
church to know Bible stories and 
understand religious vocabulary. 

The wonderful Christian hymn, 
"Amazing Grace," is sung in many 
places. But how many who enjoy 
the song show by their lives that 
they know what it means? Americans 
may describe themselves as "born 
again," but when you examine their 
moral values and lifestyle you don't 
find much evidence of regeneration. 

The very idea of who God is remains 
a muddle in the minds of many of 
our neighbors. Only a minority 
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teaches about the nature of God, or 
about Jesus Christ being God's Son 
who came to earth to save us from 
sin. They would be hard pressed to 
explain how lost we are apart from 
the Holy Spirit's regenerating work, 
and how our only hope rests on 
God's unmerited grace. 

Talk to the average person in the 
West about spiritual matters, and 
you will find that most of them 
assume they have a better than average 
chance to go to heaven. In their minds, 
going to heaven has nothing to do 
with repenting from sin and 
submitting yourself, body and 
soul, to Christ, your Redeemer and 
Lord. They are not yet even at -3 or 
-2 on the Engel Scale, and your 
proclamation of the gospel may still 
fall on deaf ears. They are not yet 
"seekers" after Christ and salvation. 

Obstacles of a 
Different Kind 
Just as ignorance and confusion are 
serious obstacles to the effective 
communication of the gospel in 
Western society, obstacles of a different 
kind are found in places where the 
majority of people adhere to radically 
different religious systems, or to no 
religion at all. Such people are not 
only ignorant of Christian teaching, 
but their minds are steeped in beliefs 
and traditions that are altogether 
contrary to Christianity. We must rate 
them as being -8 to -7 on the scale. 

Worst are those who are so bitterly 
opposed to Christian teaching that 
they may resort to violence in order 
to eliminate Christians from the 
community and put a complete stop 
to the spread of the gospel. They 
probably should be rated at -10. 

unbelievers all are alike in their need 
for spiritual regeneration, they differ 
greatly so far as their knowledge of 
Christian teachings, their commit
ment to non-Christian religions, 
and their interest in hearing the 
gospel. Therefore, the wise evangelizer 

will avoid the mistake of assuming too 
much, but will tactfully probe to 
determine where people have arrived 
in their spiritual journey. 

How the Holy Spirit 
Works 
For many years I have conducted 
my own private research as to the 
patterns that can be observed in the 
work of the Holy Spirit as He 
convicts sinners Oohn 16:8-9) of 
their need for a Savior and leads 
them to the point of receiving 
Christ by faith (John 1:12). After 
listening to many new followers of 
Christ, I conclude that the Spirit 
generally begins His saving work in 
people years before they consciously 
embrace Christ by faith. In fact, the 
Spirit sets the stage for their 
salvation before they are born. 

The stories told by most new 
disciples are stories of long 
spiritual journeys full of strange 
turns and struggles. Many different 
Christians play roles in the stories, 
and in some way each one con
tributes to the outcome. Journeys 

In their minds, going 
to heaven has nothing 
to do with repenting 

from sin and 
submitting 'yourself, 

bod'y and soul, to 
Christ, 'your Redeemer 

and Lord. 

to faith begin in murky ignorance, 
sin, and rebellion. Under the Spirit's 
direction they eventually lead to the 
conviction that forgiveness, truth 
and righteousness are through Jesus 
Christ alone. 

The Holy Spirit always works 
mysteriously. In the early stages, 
people are never conscious of 
what is happening to them. If 
they are pressed too early to make 
a decision about the gospel, they 

may react so negatively that the 
process is stalled. 

People who still are stone deaf to 
spiritual realities (-8 to -7) need to 
see and hear the gospel proclaimed 
in simple language and by kindly 
deeds. Those in the early stages of 
spiritual awakening (-6 to -4) need to 
be told the life-changing truths of 
the Christian faith, and along with 
this they need to see Christianity 
demonstrated in the lives of believers. 
They ought not be left in the dark! 
regarding the practical implications 
of Christian discipleship, including 
sacrifices that may be required. 

When the preparatory factors appear 
to be in place, the time comes when 
the evangelizer needs to call forth
rightly for people to make a decision 
for Christ. In the words of 
Hebrews 3, the evangelizer must 
say: "Today, if you hear his voice, 
do not harden your heart!" In 
other words, like a skilled fisher, 
set the hook and keep the line 
taut! The persuasive proclamation of 
the claims of Christ upon hearts 
made ready by the Holy Spirit is an 
essential role of fishers of men. 

Unfortunately, some churches do 
not teach that persuasion has an 
important place in evangelism. Such 
churches cultivate, but they seldom 
harvest. In their proclamation they 
address people's minds, but not theiJ 
wills. They state the facts of th~ 

gospel, but they do not call theil 
hearers to make a conscious decisior 
to repent, receive Christ as Savio: 
and Lord, and follow Him for th( 
remainder of their lives. As a result 
these churches seldom grow ver; 
much through evangelism, an( 
others gather the harvest when it i 
ready. 

Diagnostic Question~ 
"Test the Waters" 
Wise evangelists tactfully probe t 
discover the religious knowled~ 
and ideas of the persons to Wh01 
they hope to proclaim the gosp~ 
They "test the waters" to discern tl 
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spiritual condition of their hearers. 
They do this by asking questions 
that shed light on the state and 
condition of other people's souls, 
and they move beyond the questions 
to a clear and simple proclamation of 
the gospel. Consider asking the 
following questions (transitional 
phrases are suggested in parentheses): 

1. Have you ever read the Bible? (I'm 
excited over what it says about 
Jesus.) 

you satisfied with your 
religion, or are you searching for 
something more? (Let me tell you 
what I've found.) 

3. What do you think the song 
means: "Amazing grace, how sweet 
the sound, that saved a wretch like 
me?" (I can tell you what it means to 
me.) 

4. Do you think God is satisfied with 
us as we are? (There's something in 
the Bible that has made me think 
hard about that question.) 

5. In your opinion, why did Jesus 
have to die on the cross? (Let me tell 
you what I've heard, and I believe it 
is true.) 

6. Have you asked God to forgive 
you and give you a new heart and 
life? 

7. Are you in the practice of praying? 
Would you let me pray for you right 
now? 

In evangelism, we should avoid two 
mistakes: We should not run ahead 
of the Holy Spirit by pressing for 

more response than people are ready 

to make, nor should we neglect to 
call for decision when the Spirit has 
led them to that point. 

Foolish fishers jerk the bait out of 
fishes' mouths before they have 
swallowed it well enough to be 
caught. Others let the fish nibble, 
nibble and nibble some more, 
without ever boating fish. Wise 
ishers of a spiritual kind observe 

carefully and patiently the Spirit's
operation as He draws, convicts,
and illuminates. And then when 
the right moment comes, with all 
their strength they persuade sinners 
to repent and submit their lives to 
King Jesus. 

This article is reprinted from
MisSionary Monthly, March/2000.

Dr. Roger S. Greenway, Missionary
Monthly Associate Editor, has been 
rofessor of World Missiology at

Calvin Theological Seminary, 
Grand Rapids, MI, since 1989.

arlier, he and his Wife, Edna,
erved as Christian Reformed mis
ionaries to Sri Lanka and Mexico.
r. Greenway has served as pastor 
nd mission administrator and has
ritten numerous mission books
nd articles. 
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Censorin 

The Supreme Court challenge to the 
Boy Scouts of America and its policy 
against membership for known 
homosexuals and the new "civil 
union" law in Vermont are the latest 
in a string of advances by gay-rights 
advocates. They have managed to 
intimidate into silence many who 
don't agree with them. 

The surest way to expose intolerance 
and bigotry is to oppose anything that 
(shall I coin a phrase?) non-marital 
sexual practitioners want to do. 
Nothing homosexuals say or practice 
is objectively wrong for them or 
for society. Those who believe for 
whatever reason  societal, political, 
medical or moral - that practicing 
sex of any kind, heterosexual or 
homosexual, outside of a committed 
marital bond between a man and a 
woman is wrong are setting them
selves up for a barrage of criticism, 
even condemnation. 

Still, the dwindling number of those 
who are not afraid to speak, 
even while rejecting 
hateful speech and 
violence against 
homosexuals, must 
not be muted. 
That some among 
the psychiatric, 
clerical, educational 
and political elites 
have been forced to 
change their views 
by the steady 
drumbeat of 
intimidation and 
bogus "evidence" is not sufficient 
reason for others to abandon an 
unchanging standard that promotes 
collective and individual welfare. 
Life by polling is a recipe for decay and 
decline. 

Gay-rights activists refuse to debate a 
fundamental question: Can anyone 

the 0 osition 

change an attitude, a life style, a 
form of behavior? Or are only 
homosexuals unique in that they 
have been programmed in a singular 
way? Is it possible for heterosexuals 
to be transformed from promiscuity 
to fidelity within a marriage? Is it 
possible to muster the moral courage 
to remain a virgin until married? 

If answers to the last two questions 
about behavior are yes (and surely 
they are because many have done so 
successfully), why is it not possible 
for someone involved in homosexual 
activity to change? There is ample 
evidence that many do, but most 
media people, for fear of attack, refuse 
to report such stories. 

The Clinton administration has 
formally designated AIDS a threat 
to our national security. It claims 
that AIDS could topple foreign gov
ernments, ignite ethnic wars and 
reverse decades of effort to promote 
free-market democracies overseas. 
AIDS is contracted almost exclusively 

through sexual activity, usually of 
the kind we once called "illicit," 
before everything became "licit." 
While the administration seeks to 
change behavior when it comes 
to teen smoking and putting 

trigger locks on guns, in the 
case of AIDS, it looks for 
ways to allow people to 

continue their behavior 
while avoiding its conse

quences, rather than suggesting 
they can change. Much of this 

has to do with the increasing 
influence of the gay-rights lobby. 

Just mentioning the possibility of 
changing behavior is viewed as bigoted 
and discriminatory. People with views 
at least as deeply held as gay-rights 
advocates are now being censored and 
forced into conformity with the 
prevailing orthodoxy. 

Cal Thomas 

At Tufts University 
in Medford, Massachusetts, the 
InterVarsity Christian Fellowship 
has been stripped of its right to be 
recognized as a campus student 
organization and deprived of its 
share of student fees because it 
believes that homosexual practice is 
against God's will. Because it follows 
what the Bible teaches, InterVarsity 
also says that some other forms of 
sexual and non-sexual behavior are 
wrong. So now God has been remade 
in the image of others, and it's conform 
or else. 

It's the same at Vermont's 
Middlebury College where students, 
faculty and administrators are debating 
whether to require the Middlebury 
Christian Fellowship to allow 
homosexuals to hold leadership 
posts. Would they dictate the doc . 
trines of any other group? If they 
did, they would negate the unique
ness of the groups. In other countries 
such forced indoctrination has been 
correctly labeled censorship and mind 
control. 

Thousands of homosexuals marched 
in Washington recently in a cam
paign for marital and other rights. It 
looked like "an honor guard of sin," 
the words New York Times reviewer 
Barry Singer used to describe the 
musclemen and drag queens who 
flanked Mae West throughout her 
career. 

Homosexuals should not be censored, 
but neither should those who oppose 
their point of view. That's called free 
speech. 

Los Angeles Times Syndicate. 



Pleasin our Father 


A sad fact is that many children 
grow up with a parent who is never 
satisfied. My own father was a hard
charging, young army officer when 
my brother was born. Dad was 
tough and demanding. 

When I made my appearance into 
this world eight years later, our 
soldier/father had mellowed, 
which was great news for me, but 
the damage to my brother was 
clear. He never stopped trying to 
"please dad" until the day of his 
untimely death at 44. 

How many men long to hear their 
father say, "That's a great job, son. 
You've done well. I'm delighted with 
what you've accomplished." All too 
often the words never come and 
there remains a damaged heart that 
not even time can mend. 

But even if you had the best of dads 
you still may not understand the 
"heavenly Father" as revealed in 
Scripture. You probably intuitively 
realize that God is supremely holy 
and we are something far less than 
that. We sin and violate God's Word 
by nature. We rebel without even 
thinking about it. I've forgotten far 
more sins than I've ever confessed, 
and yet I long to please my Father. 

How is that possible? God needs 
nothing since He is complete in and 
of Himself. So how can we, as 
sinners, please this holy God? What 
can we feel or do or even think that 
would bring Him pleasure? 

Well, maybe it would help if we 
understood that God is more like a 
mountain spring than a watering 
trough. I say that because a 
mountain spring is self-replen
ishing. It constantly overflows 
and supplies life-giving water to 
others. But a watering trough 
needs to be constantly filled with 
a pump or a bucket brigade. 

So, if you want to "glorify" the 
worth of a watering trough you must 
work hard to keep it full and thus 
useful. However, if you want to 
"glorify" the worth of a fresh water 
spring you simply get down on your 
hands and knees and drink to your 
heart's content until you've been 
refreshed and have the strength to 
go back down the valley and tell 
others what you've found. 

Now, when you apply this analogy 
to the Father in heaven here is what 
you get: The way to please the Lord 
is to come to Him to drink - not to 
water. Thus, as John Piper puts it, 
"God is most glorified in us when we 
are most satisfied in Him." 

Gary Cox 

So our hope as 
desperately needy sinners who live 
in Death Valley is that God is the 
kind of God who will be pleased 
with the one thing that we have to 
offer - our thirst! God needs nothing 
and so He's delighted not by the 
resourcefulness of bucket brigades, but 
by the bending down of broken sinners 
to drink at the fountain of grace. 

In the last few years I've learned 
some things about my Savior. I've 
also learned some things about the 
depravity and sinfulness of my own 
heart. Through it all, I've grown in 
my relationship to Christ because 
I've experienced the freshness of His 
unconditional love. 

I told a friend a few weeks ago that I 
used to simply feel guilty when I 
would miss my daily devotional 
time with the Lord. Now, however, 
when I miss either because of a crazy 
schedule or just sorriness on my 
part, I don't feel so much guilt as I 
do a void - I simply miss my Savior 
and Friend. I miss the relational part 
as opposed to the necessity aspect of 
my daily prayer time. 

I have a Father who is not only 
pleased but delighted as I come to 
Him as the mountain spring of life 
and there, sinful man though I am, 
kneel and deeply drink in great gulps 
of grace. The Father is delighted as I 
simply bring to Him the only thing I 
really have to offer-my deep thirst. 
I hope you too have already or will 
soon discover that Christ alone is 
the fountain of life who satisfies the 
deep longings of the soul. 

Rev. Gary Cox is minister of 
Meadowview Reformed Presbyterian 
Church (PCA) in Lexington, NC. 
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In my previous articles on the doctrine 
of justification, I dealt with two issues: 
first, the nature of justification, what it 
is; and second, the ground or basis of 
our justification. Justification is God's 
declaration or pronouncement that we 
are righteous and acceptable to Him. 
When God declares us righteous and no 
longer under condemnation, He does so 
upon the basis of the righteousness of 
Christ. By fulfilling the law's demands 
and suffering the law's liability in 
our place, Christ has become our 
righteousness before God (compare 
1 Corinthians 1:30; 2 Corinthians 
5:21). We are justified, therefore, by 
grace alone on account of the work 
of Christ alone. Nothing that we do 
in the way of obedience to the law 
contributes to our justification. 

Having considered the nature and 
ground of justification, however, we 
must still take up the important 
question as to how we may enjoy or 
receive the grace of free justification. 

Q. 61. Why do you say that you 
are righteous only by faith? 

A. Not that I am acceptable to 
God on account of the 
worthiness of my faith, but 
because only the satisfaction, 
righteousness, and holiness of 
Christ is my righteousness 
before God, and I can receive 
the same and make it my own 
in no other way than by faith 
only. (Heidelberg Catechism) 

Through Faith Alone 
The question of the enjoyment of 
the grace of free justification can be 
expressed in different ways. One 
way to express it is to ask, how does 
the righteousness of Christ become 
mine? How do I come to benefit 
from Christ's work on my behalf? If 

Cornelis P. Venema 
justification is God's gracious gift, 
how am I able to receive or 
appropriate this gift as my own? 

The answer of the Reformation to 
this question is commonly 
expressed in the phrase, sola fide, 
"through faith alone." Justification, 
as the free gift of God's grace in 
Christ, is received through the exclu
sive instrumentality of faith. This 
does not mean that the faith which 
embraces Christ, as we shall see in 
subsequent articles, is ever a lonely or 
unproductive faith. It is a faith that 
works through love, as Paul says in 
Galatians 5:16. A "dead faith"-that 
is, one that is not fruitful in a life of 
good works - does not bring salva
tion Games 2:14). We may not sever 
the connection between justification 
and sanctification; these two 
aspects of God's grace toward 
us in Christ may no more 
be pulled apart than 
the two natures of 
Christ be tom asun
der (Calvin). But, 
when it comes to 
the means by 
which we obtain 
the grace of justifi
cation, a right 
standing with God, 
we must insist that 
this takes place by 
faith alone, and not by 
works. 

This is the consistent testimony 
of the Word of God. For example, in 
Romans 3:28 the apostle Paul 
declares, "For we hold that a man is 
justified by faith, apart from the works 
of the law" (emphasis mine). Or 
again in Romans 5:1, "Therefore 
having been justified by faith, we 
have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also 
we have obtained our introduction by 
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faith into this grace in which we 
stand." As you may know, Luther, 
when translating this verse, inserted 
the German word, allein, "alone," in 
order to make the point clear. We 
would call this a "dynamically 
equivalent" translation, but perhaps 
it was unwise for Luther to insert it.! 
He captured the point of the text, 
though. That's the sense of it. We are 
justified by faith alone. Only in this 
way can we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Similarly, we read in Galatians 2:16, 
"[we] know that a man is not 
justified by the works of the law 
but through faith in Jesus Christ." 

The whole argument of chapter four 
of the book of Romans emphasizes 
this contrast between "by faith" and 

"by works." The apostle Paul 
opens the chapter by citing 

the example of Abraham, 
the father of all believers. 

It was by faith, a faith 
which was "reckoned 
to him for right
eousness," that 
Abraham was jus
tified. Before he 
was circumcised, I 

before he did any
thing in obedience 

to the law-when 
he was, before God, 

merely a sinner-he 
was reckoned, apart 

from works, righteous. 

Thus, our justification comes through 
faith (per fidem). It is important to 
notice that the Scriptural language is 
not that we are justified on account of 
faith (propter fidem), as if faith itself 
were virtuous or the basis for our 
justification. No, our justification is 
on account of Christ (propter 
Christum) whom we can receive as 
our own in no other way than by 



only. John Murray, for this 
reason, argued that we shouldn't 
speak of faith as the "instrumental 
cause" of justification; this tends 
to suggest incorrectly that faith 
somehow is a partial basis for our 
justification. Rather, we should 
speak of the "instrumentality" of 
faith, recognizing that faith only 
serves as an instrument to receive 
the grace of God in Christ. Now 
perhaps you are tempted to say, 
"That's a distinction without a 
difference." However, Murray's 
point was to stress how faith 
brings nothing before God to 
commend us to His favor. Faith is 
merely the hand by which we 
receive what God grants to us in 
Christ. Faith is, as Calvin 
described it, a "passive" kind of 
act; it is content to rest in the 
work of Another. Faith is an 
"empty vessel" whose entire life and 
sustenance is from God's grace in 
Christ. The language of faith always 
sings, "Nothing in my hands I bring, 
simply to Thy cross I cling" 
(Augustus Toplady). 

But one of the questions that is 
pressing at this juncture is, why is it 
the peculiar office of faith, and not 
of works or any other virtue, to lay 
hold of God's grace in justification? 
What is it about faith that makes it 
such a fitting instrument? Now we 
have to be careful in answering this 
question, because the answer cannot 
be simply and solely because faith is 
worked in us by the Spirit through 
the gospel. Faith is not the sole 
instrument of justification simply 
because it is a gift of God's grace. For 
we know that our good works are 
also gifts of God's grace (Ephesians 
2:10). Every virtue in us is a gift 
given us of God's grace. Thus, that 
cannot be the reason why faith is 
the exclusive and proper instrument 
of justification. No, faith is this 
instrument because it is that attitude 
or disposition of the heart which 
finds its sufficiency in Another. Faith 
humbles us before God, and exhibits 
a readiness merely to accept the 
righteousness which is ours in 
Christ. Such faith is unalterably 
opposed to all boasting before God, 

to the idea that there is anything in 
me that would commend me to 
Him. This antithesis between faith 
and works is concisely expressed in 
Romans 4:16: "For this reason it is by 
faith, that it might be in accordance 
with grace." 

The Reformers groped for the right 
words to give expression to this. 
Calvin, as we noted above, spoke of 
faith as a "passive" thing, as a "vessel" 
that finds its filling in Christ. Faith is 
the sinner's acknowledgment before 
God that Christ alone is our right
eousness. We have nothing of our 
own to commend us to God. 
Horatius Bonar put it nicely when 
he wrote: "Faith is not work; faith is 
not merit; faith is not effort. It is the 
cessation of all of these. And the 
acceptance in place of them of what 
another has done, done completely 
and forever." Faith understands 
what the great theologian Warfield 
emphasized when he remarked, "We 
are justified, not so much by faith, 
but by Christ, and faith is our 
acknowledgment of this." 

This is the uniform testimony of the 
Word of God. Believers enjoy the 
grace of free justification when they 
embrace through faith alone the 
righteousness of Christ. Justification 
is by faith alone (sola (ide) for the 
same reason that it is on account of 
Christ alone (solo Christo). For faith 
is content to discover in Christ alone 
the righteousness that makes us 
acceptable to God and worthy of His 
divine favor. Faith desires to boast 
only in Christ. 

Three Concluding 
Observations 
But now I would like to draw our 
consideration of the doctrine of 
justification to a close. I will do so 
in the form of three concluding 
observations. These observations 
are in the form of suggestive 
remarks. They are by no means 
intended to be exhaustive. They are 
offered to prompt your thinking 
about these things. 

First, so far as the subject 
"evangelicals and catholics together" 
is concerned, it may well be possible in 
this terrible time in which we live 
with its "culture wars," its governmen
tally-sanctioned policy of abortion on 
demand, its abandonment of biblical 
morality - that we can be "co-bel
ligerents" with Roman Catholics. 
And it may well be that we have fallen 
short of the example set for us by the 
Reformers in our readiness to speak, 
meet, and talk with those who rep
resent the Roman Catholic Church. 
To paraphrase a remark of John 
Calvin, we should be ready to cross 
the seven seas, if necessary, to speak 
with representatives of the Catholic 
church, if it would serve the cause of 
Christ and testify to the truth of the 
gospel. 

But we may not craft joint state
ments that leave unaddressed, or 
misleadingly stated, the crux of the 
dispute between Protestant and 
Catholic. We may not agree to a state
ment that does not evangelically bear 
testimony to the gospel of free justifi
cation by grace alone, on account of 
Christ alone, through faith alone. 
Unless the statement represents a 
true consensus of doctrine, we 
should be wary of statements that 
compromise the truth that Christ 
alone is our righteousness before 
God. Our testimony to the gospel of 
Jesus Christ, as those who profess to 
be members of true churches, must 
include an unyielding testimony 
against the false church that crowds 
Christ out; that covers Him over 
with all kinds of human inventions; 
that compromises at the most crucial 
point by affirming merit and a right
eousness which is our own, which is 
in part, though not exclusively, the 
ground upon which we can stand 
before God. 

What I am arguing for is this: though 
we may talk to and work with Roman 
Catholics in various ways as co-bel
ligerents, we may not sign joint state
ments that generate confuSion, that 
unnecessarily divide the evangelical 
church and compromise her testi
mony. The price paid for such com
promising statements is too high. 
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Second, we need to examine whether 
our own preaching bears clear and 
eloquent testimony to the doctrine 
of free justification. To be sure, I 
can't speak from any first-hand 
acquaintance with your preaching. 
But I sometimes wonder, why is the 
doctrine of justification so misun
derstood, so often neglected, so little 
preached in our day? Perhaps you 
remember the qUip of Martin Luther 
who, when asked, "Why do you 
preach on justification again for the 
twentieth time?" replied, "Well, they 
have forgotten it after the nine
teenth!" Something like that same 
spirit ought to grip us as preachers of 
the gospel. This is our solemn duty: 
to preach Christ and Him crucified, 
and then to preach Him again! 
Remember, you are a friend of the 
Bridegroom. You have a duty before 
God to bring before the people of 
God the indictment that is set forth 
in His Word; to remind them that in 
themselves they are guilty and lost 
sinners; to point to Christ alone as 
our righteousness from God; to 
summon those who hear the 
gospel to believe and trust in Christ 
alone for salvation. 

I rue the fact, for example, that in 
many Reformed churches the litur
gical act of "reading the law" has 
fallen on such hard times. 
Admittedly, this act can be carried out 
more effectively and meaningfully 
than is often the case. This is not a 
liturgical observation so much as it is 
a theological one. But I fear for the 
church and the minister that will 
not read the law of God. Why? 
Because such a church or minister is 
in danger of lOSing the doctrine of 
justification. For this is a doctrine 
that has everything to do with what 
Christ has done for us, in fulfilling 
the law's obligation and suffering its 
curse on our behalf. How then could 
you be a friend of the Bridegroom, if 
you should neglect to tell the bride 
how the law serves as a "pedagogue" 
to bring her to Christ? Of course, 
you are not to preach the law simply 
as a hammer that crushes (Luther). 
But you may (and must) preach it as 
an overture to God's mercy in 
Christ, as a prelude to the gospel 

question we must ask ourselves as 
preachers: if I take the measure of 
my preaching, have I been a true 
friend of the Bridegroom, who not 
only preaches the law but brings the 
glory of Christ in all of His sufficiency 
as the One who answers to our need 
as sinners? Have I preached in such 
a way as to summon believers to 
boast only in the Lord and His 
righteousness? 

And third, we need to remember 
what Calvin in his Institutes so 
wonderfully sets forth as the double 
benefit of this doctrine. According to 
Calvin, the doctrine of free 
justification has two great bene
fits. One benefit of this doctrine is 
the peace and comfort that it alone 
can give otherwise troubled sinners. 
If you are once gripped by the 
prospect of having to stand some 
day before God to be judged, you 
will want to be sure that every half
penny of your sins' wages has 
already been paid. You will want to 
be confident that Christ fell short in 
nothing with respect to the law's 
obligation on your behalf. You will 
want to be absolutely sure of this. 
Now, I am not denying for a 
moment that Christians experience 
times of doubt and seasons of 
despair. But the only solid peace we 
shall ever obtain with regard to our 
standing before God must be based 
upon this doctrine. Deny the doc
trine of free justification, argues 
Calvin, and you will be like a leaf 
blown and tossed about by the wind 
before God. For the wonderful con
solation of this doctrine is that it 
gives us what the apostle Paul speaks 
of in Romans 5:1 - peace with God. 

But the other benefit of this doctrine 
is that it gives credit where credit is 
due. God's honor is not divided 
between Himself and us. Christ is 
not presented as half a Savior, whose 
work we need to complete by our 
satisfactions, by our stay in purgatory, 
by our climbing and running and 
working. A true friend of the 
Bridegroom, Christ, understands 
this if he understands anything: 
what it is to be jealous for the glory 

and praise of the Bridegroom in the 
church. That's what drives you to 
preach: to declare Christ's praise, the 
praise of His righteousness, in the 
assembly of His people! 

Incidentally, this observation brings 
us back to my first concluding obser
vation. Why should we be so anx
ious to avoid "half" formulations oj 
the truth, to make a premature peaCE 
with the Roman Catholic Church? 

recalcitrant peoplE 
who are spoiling for a fight? Not a1 
all. Rather, it is because we want te 
follow in the pathway of Luther ane 
Calvin, and all the others who hav( 
gone before us, by guarding jealousl) 
the glory of Christ. It is because WI 

Because we are 

can think of nothing mon 
repugnant to our Christian testi 
mony and calling, than to compro 
mise with a "gospel" that short 
changes the work of Christ. We ar' 
not willing, in other words, to b 
party to any statement of the gOSpE 
that falls short in giving exclusiv 
praise to Christ. That's what the doc 
trine of justification is all about: IE 
him who boasts, boast in the Lord! 

Dr. Cornelis Venema, a contributil1 
editor of The Outlook magazinl 
teaches Doctrinal Studies " 
Mid-America Reformed Seminary i 
Dyer, Indiana. 

Footnotes 
1 However, cf. R.C. Sproul, who in his Fai 
Alone. The Evangelical Doctrine of Justificati, 
(Grand Rapids:Baker, 1995), p. 168, points 0 

that Charles Hodge identifies instances of tl 
insertion of U only" in the translation of t1 
verse in translations prior to the Reformati( 
of the sixteenth century. 
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Introduction 
If possible, I wish to raise an alarm 
without being an alarmist. The 
Reformed theologian, J. H. Alsted 
(1588-1638) said that the doctrine of 
justification is the article of faith by 
which the church stands or falls. Of 
course he was only summarizing 
what all Protestants learned from 

It has become clear since the publi
cation of the first Evangelicals and 
Catholics Together document in 1994, 
that many evangelicals are no longer 
willing to stand with us in affirming 
the historic confessional Protestant 
doctrine of justification. Sadly, one 
perceives that there is also, within 
the conservative Reformed world, a 
move away from the Biblical
Protestant-confessional doctrine of 
justification. Hence the alarm. 

It is not hard to discover the weak
nesses of ECT. It is not qUite as easy, 
however, to see the movement in 
the Reformed world, but there is 
evidence that a movement is afoot 
to change our doctrine of justification, 
especially as regards the teaching of 
sola fide (by faith alone). 

Two Instruments? 
The chief ground for suspicion is the 
claim which some are making that 
there is a uniquely Reformed doc
trine of justification in distinction 
from the Lutheran doctrine. 
Specifically, these folk seem to be 
claiming that we confess not just 
faith alone as the instrument of 
justification, but "an obedient 
faith ..; or sometimes it is said more 
baldly, faith and works are twin 
instruments of justification. Some 
even appeal to James 2:14-26 to 
support their argument. 

To such dairm the entire medieval 
church and the C£uxjl of Trent say, 

Amen. Genuinely confessional 
Reformed folk, however, ought to be 
more cautious. It is true that, at first 
glance, their claim would seem plau
sible. After all, as Reformed people 
we believe that there is a distinctly 
Reformed worldview and there are 
certain Reformed distinctives in the 
doctrine of salvation which do sepa
rate us from our Lutheran brothers 
(e.g., predestination). Not all that is 
plausible is true, however. The truth 
is, as B. B. Warfield once said, on the 
matter of justification the Lutheran 
and the Reformed are one. 

Those who are creating a new 
"Reformed" doctrine of justification 
have gone back, whether they know 
it or not, to the old medieval doc
trine of "faith formed by love." The 
medievals and Trent agreed that we 
are justified by faith, but when they 
said "faith" they did not mean it as 
we do, but rather they meant it as a 
synecdoche for the three virtues: 
faith, hope and love. Thus when 
they said "faith" they actually meant 
holiness or sanctification. 

The medieval church taught that 
God could not declare a man to be 
just unless he was actually, personally, 
morally just. In this view we are said 
to be justified because we are sancti
fied, and sanctified by the infusion of 
grace received in the sacraments. They 
spoke of "initial justification" received 
in baptism and "final justification" 
received after purgatory. This doctrine 
of progressive justification meant that 
no one could be certain of his justifi
cation, because he was never fully 
sanctified. In fact, it was considered 
sinful arrogance to claim to know, 
apart from special revelation, that one 
was indeed right with God. 

The Biblical Doctrine 
Luther's great rediscovery was the 
Biblical teaching that the "just shall 
live by faith" (Habakkuk 2:4; 
Romans 1:17). He realized that in 

R. Scott Clark 
Scripture, "faith" does not mean 
"sanctification" (moral transforma
tion) but rather, by its nature, it is 
extraspective, Le., looks away from 
one's self and toward the only true 
object of saving faith, our obedient, 
righteous Savior. Paul reinforces this 
in Galatians 2:16-17: 

...man is not justified by the 
works of the Law but through 
faith in Christ Jesus, even we 
have believed in Christjesus, that 
we may be justified by faith in 
Christ, and not by the works of 
the Law; since by the works of the 
Law shall no flesh be justified. 

In the matter of the instrument of 
justification, God's Word clearly 
contrasts faith and works. 

It is not that faith should never 
produce works. Any faith which is 
genuine, saving faith, is a faith 
which produces fruit. This is what 
God's Word teaches in Galatians 5:6, 
"Faith working through love." 

This teaching agrees perfectly with 
James 2: 14-26. HereJames is chastising 
those in the congregation who daim to 
have faith but who give no evidence of 
it. James says, "A man says he has faith." 
He is not replacing faith as the sole 
instrument of justification, with faith 
and works; rather he is juxtapOSing a 
type of false faith with true faith. 
According to Scripture, there is no 
question that true faith ought to 
produce fruit, but that is a far 
different thing from making fruit 
an instrument by which we lay 
hold of Christ and His obedience 
for us. 

The Protestant Doctrine 
All Protestants have, since the early 
16th century, rejected the old error 
of justification by sanctification. The 
Augsburg Confession (1530), Art. 4 
says: 
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Also they teach that men cannot 
be justified before God by their 
own strength, merits, or works, 
but are freely justified for Christ's 
sake, through faith, when they 
believe that they are received 
into favor, and that their sins are 
forgiven for Christ's sake, who, 
by His death, has made satisfac
tion for our sins. This faith God 
imputes for righteousness in His 
sight (Romans 3 and 4). 

This confession, like our Belgic 
Confession Art. 23, teaches that we 
are not justified because we are sanc
tified (holy). It is not the justice 
which Christ imparts to us which 
makes us right with God, but rather 
the justice he imputes to us. Our 
Confession says that we are "not 
claiming a thing for ourselves or our 
merits" but rather, when we believe 
in Christ, we are "leaning and resting 
on the sole obedience of Christ 
crucified. " 

The justice by which we stand before 
God does not come from within, not 
even as God's gracious gift - that 
was part of the Roman and 
Tridentine doctrine - rather it 
comes from without. It is "alien" to 
us, strange, unnatural. This justice is 
outside us, because it belongs to 
Christ. He obeyed the law; He 
earned God's favor; He satisfied 
God's wrath; and His work for us is 
imputed (credited) to us and we 
receive Christ and all His benefits by 
faith alone. 

This is why our Catechism is so clear 
about the doctrine sola fide. 

Q. 60. How are you righteous 
before God? 

A. Only by true faith in Jesus 
Christ; that is, although my 
conscience accuse me, that I 
have grievously sinned 
against all the command
ments of God, and have never 
kept any of them, and am still 
prone always to all evil; yet 
God without any merit of 
mine, of mere grace, grants 
and imputes to me the perfect 

satisfaction, righteousness, 
and holiness of Christ, as if I 
had never committed nor had 
any sin, and had myself 
accomplished all the obedi
ence which Christ has fulfilled 
for me; if only I accept such 
benefit with a believing heart. 

The Catechism is careful to emphasize 
the judicial nature of justification: it 
is God's declaration about us sinners. 
Even though we have only a small 
beginning of piety (Q.114), we are 
nevertheless just. How? Faith alone. 
According to our doctrinal standards, 
there are not two instruments, but 
one only. Faith is the sole divinely 
ordained instrument by which we 
are able to receive Christ and His 
benefits. 

True faith includes certain knowledge 
and hearty trust (Q. 21) which God 
the Spirit creates in us through the 
preaching of the Holy Gospel and 
confirms by the Holy Sacraments 
(Q. 65). True faith believes that we 
are just before God merely of grace, 
only for the sake of Christ's merits. 

Our Confession is equally clear about 
sola fide. In Article 24 we confess 
about the good works of Christians: 
" ... which works, as they proceed 
from the good root of faith, are good 
and acceptable in the sight of God, 
forasmuch as they are all sanctified 
by his grace: howbeit they are of no 
account towards our justification. 
For it is by faith in Christ that we are 
justified, even before we do good 
works .... " 

If the Catechism and Confession are 
perfectly clear about this, there is no 
reason for us to be unclear. Why the 
present confusion about sola fide? 
There are at least four possible 
reasons. First, the Biblical
Protestant-Confessional Gospel is 
not natural and not easy to stomach. 
Not long after Luther, Protestants 
began tinkering with the gospel 
toward this same error. Second, since 
the 18th century, many Protestants 
have found personal religious 
experience more interesting than 
Protestant doctrine. Third, many 
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evangelicals have long agreed with 
the Council of Trent (1546) that 
preaching this gospel of justification 
by the imputation of Christ's alien 
justice will lead to immoral behav
ior. Fourth, all slogans, even sola fide 
are susceptible to misunderstanding. 

All these reasons are insufficient, 
however, to warrant abandoning the 
Gospel. First, it is true that the doc
trine of justification is a hard teaching, 
but that is as it oUght ~. It should be 
as large a stumbling block to the 
natural man as the incarnation. 
Second, religious experience is a 
chimera. It is not reliable. ~ot long 
ago, Christians were actually sitting 
in church pews barking like dogs, 
claiming to be led by the Spirit. 
Religious experience is no safe norm 
for doctrine. Third. the pure Gospel 
is the only source of sanctification. 
That is why our catechism is in three 
parts, Guilt, Grace and Gratitude. 
Biblical teaching and Christian 
history prove that to change this 
order is to destroy any sound basis 
for the Christian life. Fourth, let us 
recommit ourselves to e.xplaining 
clearly and patiently what our stan
dards teach concerning sola {ide. 

Conclusion 
To add an element to sola fide is self
defeating. Faith is simple, it is pure, it 
is alone, because it looks only to 
Christ who is our only righteous
ness. To add obedience to faith as 
an instrument is to corrupt it by 
changing the instrument and its 
object. If there are two parts, faith 
and works, then there are two 
objects: Christ and my own 
obedience. This seemingly minor 
modification is fatal to our entire 
faith. Would to God that my fears 
and suspiciOns are ill-founded, but 
our times and history suggest that 
they are not. May God grant us grace 
to believe and preach the Gospel of 
Christ's obedience for sinners and the 
free gift of salvation through faith 
alone and the courage to face those 
who would corrupt this doctrine. 
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In Memoriam 
Robert Donald Knudsen 
On February 21, the Lord 
took home his servant, 
emeritus professor of apolo
getics, the Rev. Robert 
Knudsen, Ph.D. He was 75 
years old. He had suffered a 
brain stem stroke five weeks 
earlier and was totally 
paralyzed, fully conscious, 
but able to move only his 
eyes and eyelids. 

Dr. Knudsen was born in Oakland, California, and 
educated at the University of California, Berkeley; 
Westminster Seminary ('47); Union Seminary, New 
York, and the Free Universi~ Amsterdam, where he 
received his Ph.D. in 1958. He was ordained by the 
Presbytery of the Dakotas of the .Orthodox 
Presbyterian Church in 1953, while teaching philosophy 
and sociology at Rockmont College, Denver. 

He and Ali Mulder were married in 1951, in the 
Netherlands. Four sons were born to them, Donald, 
Timothy (now deceased), Richard and Stephen. There 
are four grandchildren. 

He taught systematic theology and apologetics at 
Westminster from 1958 until his retirement in 1995. 
He continued to teach as emeritus professor of apolo
getics from 1996-2000. He was the author of The 
EncOunter of Christianity with Secular Science: History, 
Psychology, Sociology. He is a contributor to several 
other volumes induding Theonomy: A R.eformed 
Critique, and has authored numerous articles and 
reviews, He was a member of the American Scientific 
Affiliation and other scholarly societies. 

Westminster Theological Seminary was founded in 
1929 to tram men for the ordained ministry, to train 
men andwomen for service in the church and in the 
world and to serve as a center for Christian research 
and scholarship, Informally related.to the Orthodox 
Presbyterian Church, the Presbyterian Church in 
America,. the Korean-American Presbyterian Church 
and similar conservative churches, Westminster's 
graduates serve in these three denominations and in 
more than 100 others. Westminster currently has 620 
students (525 men and 95 women) from 40 countries 
and 115 denominations. 
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