The Seed of

Grounds:
a. The numerous overtures to this synod on this issue,
as w ell as decisions and reports of previous synods,
adduce good Biblical grounds for both positions.
b. The Scriptures (e.g., Rom. 14) and previous
synodical decisions advocate a position of tolerance
3
on nonconfessional issues.
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THE IMPORTANCE OF GROUNDS
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Synod 1995's decis ion to allow women in all the of56-62), Dr. Hendrik Hart of the institute for Christian
fices is the only d ecision of its kind that has not been inStudies
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specifically the ones dealing with homosexuality,
offices of elder, minister, and evangelist.
cannot be read as having Biblical authority, since the
apostle himself disagrees with the sentiments they
express. 7
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Hart's chief concern is with the verses dealing w ith
homosexuality (26-27), which on his proposal would
be deprived of their traditional status as apostolic
teaching ... '
Hart has challenged others to consider seriously the
possibility that Romans 1 does not, after all, teach us
that homosexual activity is sinful. I would challenge

him to seriously consider the possibility that this
chapter, and indeed every other passage of Scripture
that deals with homosexuality, declares that such
activity is wrong. 9
Hart does not take issue w ith these ch aracterizations
0fhis position. He freely admits that" ... my reading presents a possible undermining of our confidence that all
samesex behavior is unconditionally condemned .. ," 10
The main issu e in their discussion is Hart's method o/understanding and applying the Bible. Wolters' first criticism
of Hart's method is summarized in the foUowing quotation from Wolters' article.
What indications do we find in the text of Romans 1
that verses 1832 do not represent the apostle's own
voice, and (if they indeed do not) what evidence is
there that Paul himseU disagrees with this voice?
What is striking about H art's article is that he does
not raise these questions at all, let alone try to answer
them. He never asks the question, even implicitly:
"What criteria must be met for m y proposal to be
plausible?"  and he consequently never actually
argues that the text, in fact, does satisfy those criteria.
In my judgment, this is a fu ndamental method
ological flaw in his entire argument.n
Hart's answer to this criticism is summarized by the
following quotation from Hart's "Reply to Wolters":
Wolters twice mentions I have failed to "prove, or
even sugges t" the possible d ista nce I indica te
between Paul and the argument of Romans 1:1832. I
think this matter of proof indicates a hermeneutical
gap between us. I am not concerned to point out that
a traditional reading is wrong. Nor that a possible
reading that occurs to me is righ t or that we must use
thi s reading. I rarely believe that in significant
instances the right reading of a text is a matter of
proof. Rather, in the article Wolters refers to, I explore
poss ibilities. Various possible readings could
plausibly exist side by side for some time, possibly
even incompatible o nes. Rea din g Romans is a
complex task. In this case I noted that there may be
some dis tance between a passage and w hat its author
seems, on the w hole, to be saying in the rest of the
text. And, althou gh without treating m y findings
strictly as evidence that could serve as definite proof,
I nevertheless presented amply documented material
to support [my] possible reading .. ."
Wolters' second criticism of Hart's method is summa:;i rized in the following quotation from Wolters' article.
~
It is clear from the whole tenor of Hart's article that
c:
he wants very badly to fi nd an interpretation of
~
Romans 1 that does not s tand in the way of w hat he
".
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calls "this attitude of my heart, which I experienced
as very Biblical" (p. 58). The norm here appears to be
Hart's own attitude, which he frankly concedes to
be rooted in certain pivo tal events of his personal
experience. H e seems not to want to consider the
possibility that his attitude should be modified in the
light of this passageP
Hart's answer to this criticism is as follows:
Obviously, in any given instance, what I regard as
norm is norm for me. But I realize I must sometimes
review my position.
Let me explain. God in the Old Testament repeatedly
speaks of wanting to have the Law written on our
heart. So when I w rite that my heart instructs me, and
I also w rite that my heart is "molded by Godfearing
parents and a ChristianReformedChu rch
upbringin g, educated at Christian schools from
nursery school through my Ph.D., nurtured by Bible
study and employment at the Institute for Christian
Studies," I a m trying to prevent someone from
reading me as a subjectivist or an individualist.
That's what I have in mind with the phrase quoted
by Wolters when I refer to "this attitude of my heart,
which I experienced as very Biblical." Furthermore,
this all occurs in a passage in which I tell w hat
" brought me again to the Scriptures" and which
made me openly ask myself how my position "related
to my reading of the Bible on homosexuality." I do
not, qUite frank ly, know w hat else to make of
I nonnative and Biblical living. I think, in fact, that I
confess here what in Reformed thought since Calvin
has been accepted as the tes timony of the Holy
Spirit.14
When one reads everything that Hart says in his "Reply to Wolters," it is obvious that he seeks legitimacy for
his views on the basis of his claims that:
(1) he is led by the Holy Spirit to reassess the tradiI tional reading of Romans 1, (2) he is motivated by "this
attitude of my heart, which I experienced as very Biblical," and (3) he has presented"amply documented material" which supports (but does not prove, or even need
to prove) his new understanding.
Likewise, the proponents of women in office believe
that they are led by the Holy Spirit to reconsider the traditional understanding of what the Bible says on the subject of women in office. Most of them would claim that
"the attitude of their heart" w hich motivates them is one
which is shaped by the Bible. And of course, they have
presented"amply documented material" over the past
25 years to support their new understanding.
No doubt Hart would also claim that his perspective
and convictions about samesex behavior "honor the
Scriptures as the infallible Word of God," and no doubt
he would claim that the Scriptural grounds for his views
are "good."
Synod's rationale for allowing women in office and
Hart's rationale fo r condoning samesex behavior are
separated by a very thin line. That line consists merely in
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CLASSIS WISCONSIN TO OVERTURE SYNOD 1996 TO:
Declare that confessing members who deny that the Bible's teaching without exception condemns homoactivity have become delinquent in doctrine, and are on that account subject to the church's admonition
and discipline.
Grounds:
1. There are some in the church today who seriously propose the possibility that when the Bible condemns
homosexual activity, this condeIIUlation does not include the homosexual activity of a couple that seek to live
in a loving, monogamous relationship.
2. Although the Christian Reformed Church officially teaches that, "Homosexualism  as explicit homosexual
practice  must be condenmed as incompatible with obedience to the will of God as revealed in Holy Scripture," (Acts of Synod, 1973, p. 52) there are currently no provisions in the Church Order or in any synodical
decisions which clearly authorize official admonition and discipline of those who openly challenge this teaching.
3. Confessing members have promised to submit to the admonition and discipline of the church if they should
become delinquent ei ther in doctrine or in life.
4. H church members are free to deny the Biblical condenmation of all homosexual behavior, the result is likely
to be that eventually the church will fail to exhibit the marks of a true church (d. Belgic Confession Article
29).
5. The history of the GKN gives evidence that this particular heresy can be deadly in the life of the church.
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the fact that there is nothing in the Acts ofSynod or in any
Agenda for Synod which argues for the acceptance of samesex behavior. One wonders how soon that thin line will
be erased.

THE SEED OF HERESY
Ground "a" which was used by Synod 1995 to justify
its opening of all offices to women, neglects to make any
attempt to sort out the good and bad groWlds from among
the many arguments presented by either side. The decision as a whole gives the impression that as long as people
are trying to "honor the Scriptures." it is not terribly important to make these kinds of distinctions.
As long as Satan knows how to quote Scripture, these
distinctions are utterly necessary. I believe that groWld "a"
contains the seed of heresy in that it models and encourages carelessness in the church toward the conunand to
"test the spirits, to see if they are of God" (cf. Belgic Confession Article 7).

ACTUAL HERESY IN GROUND "8"
While groWld "a" contains the seed of heresy, groWld
"b" is heretical in and of itself. Look at it again:
b. The Scriptures (e.g., Romans 14) and previous
synodical decisions advocate a position of tolerance
on nonconfessional issues. 15
Like any heresy, groWld "b" distorts the truth of Scripture. Neither Romans 14 nor any other Scripture "advocate a position of tolerance on nonconfessional issues."
The church d idn't have creeds and confessions when the
Scriptures were first written. How could Romans 14 speak
about "nonconfessional issues" when at that time there
was no way to distinguish between "confessional" and
"nonconfessional" issues?
Romans 14 does indeed advocate tolerance in "disputable matters," but groWld "b" seriously distorts its message by substituting "nonconfessional issues" for "disputable matters." The two tenns are hardly synonymous.
Consider the following guideline as to what it means to
sign the Form of Subscription:
The subscriber does not by his subscription declare
that...every teaching of the Scriptures is set forth in

our confessions, or that every heresy is rejected and
refuted by them (Supplement to Church Order Article 5,
A., 2., italics mine).
According to this Church Order supplement, some
"nonconfessional issues" involve heresy. Issues that fall
in this category, of course, would not be "disputable."
But the result of ground "b" is that all "nonconfessional
issues" become" disputable matters"  including those
that involve heresy.
According to groWld "b," some heretical denials of the
teachings of Scriplu re can be tulerated as long as the teachings of the confessions aren't violated. Ground "b" makes
the confessions more authoritative in the life of the church
than Scripture itself. This contradicts the teaching in Belgic Confession Article 7, which says..
... Therefore we must not consider human writings no matter how holy their writers may have been equal to the divine writings; nor may we put custom,
nor the majority, nor age, nor the passage of time or
persons, norcouncils, decrees, or official positions above
the truth of God, for truth is above everything
else ... (italics mine)
GroWld "b" implicitly contradicts the confessions, and
on that accoWlt it is obviously heretical. Ground "b" is
also heretical by Dr. De Jong's definition of heresy. Dr.
De Jong defines heresy when he writes:
Reformed theology does not technically have
something called" the doctrine of heresy" ... But in fact
Reformed theologians have long realized and stated
that a departure from an orthodox position on one
point entails an unraveling of other doctrines. 16
GroWld "b" will inevitably lead to the Wlraveling of
other doctrines. For example, it seriously compromises
the church's understanding of church discipline. Taken
at face value, ground "b" leads to the prohibition of
church discipline when someone seeks a divorce on the
simple groWlds of "incompatibility" or "irreconcilable
differences" (a matter not explicitly addressed in the con
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is a perfectly satisfactory means of birth control (another
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matter not explicitly addressed in the confessions).
Ground "b" says, in effect, that any position, no matter how
unbiblical and immoral it actually is, is acceptable as long as
the confessions don't explicitly contradict it. If heresy is defined as that which leads to the unraveling of other doctrines, ground li b" is definitely heretical.
Could Synod 1996 use this same ground to justify a
decision not to accede to Classis Wisconsin's overture? It
seems conceivable.
Synod 1973 declared that "Homosexualism  as explicit homosexual practice  must be condemned as incompatible with obedience to the will of God as revealed
in Holy Scripture." However, the fact that this teaching
is not explicitly stated in the confessions means that it is
a "nonconfessional issue." Therefore, w hen members are
convinced that it isn't always necessary to condemn homosexual practice as sinful, ground "b" calls for tolerance, not admonition and discipline. Ground "b" could
be used just as it is to justify a decision not to accede to
Classis Wisconsin's overture.

~

THE NEED FOR CLASSIS
WISCONSIN'S OVERTURE
H art concludes his article with these words.
I hope that in the discussion of homosexuality we
shall not have to learn all over again two things we
fina lly did learn in the debate about the role of
women in the church: (1) that this is not simply a
matter of those who are and those who are not faithful
to the Bible and (2) that we need to listen respectfully
to the sincere testimony of Godfearing homosexuals
about their faithful efforts at understanding the Bible
obediently in relation to their attempt at leading
morallives. 17
Hart's hope is almost sure to be realized unless future
synods are more concerned w ith Biblical fidelity and less
concerned w ith trying to please everybody with muddy
compromises. Classis Wisconsin's overture is a good
place to begin.
There are those who contend that Classis Wisconsin's
approach (or one like it) is too harsh  that the problem
is not that serious. I beg to differ.
I believe that Christians are called to love fellow Christians who struggle to overcome homosexual desires. I
believe Christians are called to love their enemies, includt es who attack Christian
ing militant gay rights a d ~oca
principles. I furthermore believe that the church has in
many ways failed to live up to God's call to love sinners
who struggle w ith this particular sin. I believe that the
church ought to conunit itself to do better in these areas
w ith God's help.
However, teaching that homosexual behavior may be consisten t with a moral life is not in accord with love toward homosexuals. To use an analogy, when we minister to drug
addicts we try to give them as much grace and unconditional acceptance as we possibly can. But no one who
understands their problem and genuinely wants to help
them would ever say, "Well, we just love you as you are,
and we will talk together about whether or not these
February 1996

drugs are really good for you, or whether it is really necessary to give them up. We'll listen to what you have to
say about that with an open mind." Any drug addict who
received that kind of treatment could easily get a lawyer
and sue the treatment center for malpractice.
The teaching that homosexual behavior may be consistent with a moral life is heresy in the fullest sense of the
word. It calls into question the salvation of those who
live by it, and of those who teach it. 1his is abundantly
clear from Scripture:
Do you not know that the wicked w ill not inherit the
kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the
sexually irrunoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor
male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders nor
thieves nor the greedy nor dnmkards nor slanderers
nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God (1
Corinthians 6:910).
Jesus said to His disciples: "1hings that cause people
to sin are bound to come, but woe to that person
through whom they come. It would be better for him
to be thrown into the sea with a mills tone tied around
his neck than for him to cause one of these little ones
to sin. (Luke 17:1 2)

CONCLUSION
The seed of heresy has already been planted in ground
"a," it has taken root in ground "b," and it will surely
bear much deadly fruit if no corrective action is taken .
The poisonous bud is already on the vine in Oassis Grand
Rapids East, and it is no doubt emerging in other parts of
the church as well. Unless the heresy is uprooted, it will
and spread its seeds throughout the church. It must
I bloom
be uprooted, or it w ill eventually strangle the church in
its deadly, clinging grip.

FOOTNOTES
1

"Freeing the Conscience," by James A. De long, pp. 67. (This is a
little booklet which was sent out to the churches, in which Dr. De
long elaborates and amplifies the comments he made on the floor
of synod last summer during the debate on women in office.)
Acts 0/ Synod 1994, p. 518
Acts o/Synod 1995, pp. 731732.
Dejong. pp. 1417.
"Reply to Wolters," by Hendrik Hart, CDlvin Theological/oumal, Vol.
28, No. 1. April 1993, pp. 170174.
6 "Hart's Exegetical Proposal on Romans 1," by Albert Wolters, Calvin
Theologicalloumal. Vol. 28, No.1, April 1993, pp. 166170.
Wolters, pp. 166167.
Wolters, pp. 168.
9 Wolters, pp. 169.
10 Hart, p. 173.
11 Wolters, p. 167.
12 Hart, p. 170.
13 Wolters, p. 169.
14 Hart, pp. 172173.
15 Acts o/Synod 1995, p. 732.
16 De Jong, pp. 2223.
17 Hart, p. 174.

Rev. Brollwerispastorofthe First Christian Refonned Church
of Waupun, WI.

We are printing the following bulletin from a "wedding" ceremony of two homosexuals. The names of the participants have been replaced with generic language to preserve anonymity.
This ceremony demonstrates that the issue of "faithful, monogamous relationships" (gay marriages) is not merely
academic. Such "marriages" are actually being performed by clergy w ith the blessing of the church. The Christian
Reformed Church is being urged by its Classis Grand Rapids East to "revisit" the legitimacy of this practice.
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DICTIONARY DEFINITIONS
' Concilp~s

' ehc:

Ulilawful, illiCit 'o r abnoruifse~l
Male Cult (Homosexual) Prosti~
whiCh Sodom was known.
Lasciv:~one
_ Shameful
and lewd, or wanto,
$od~it

. e: _

, ~e

desire; stro'n g or abnormal sexuar~p
. tie
; ~ pers9n who practices wmatural sexual perversi?n}pr
"
.
,: se~ualimorty.

Genesis 2:2325
23 And Adam said, This [is] now bone of my bones, and
flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because
she was taken out of Man.
24 Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother,
and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one

flesh.
25 And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and
were not ashamed.
Genesis 19:4, 5
4 But before they lay down, the men of the city, even the
men of Sodom, compassed the house round, both old
and young, all the people from every quarter:
5 And they called Wlto Lot, and said unto him, Where
are the men which came in to thee this night? bring
them out WltO us, that we may know them.
Leviticus 18:2~
2425
22 Thou shalt not lie with mankind, as with womankind: it is
abomination.
24 Defilt!: not ye yourselves in any of these things: for in
all these the nations are defiled which I cast out before
you:
25 And the land is defiled: therefore I do visit the iniquity thereof upon it, and the land itself vomiteth out
h er inhabitants.
Leviticus 20:13
If a man also lie with mankind, as he lieth with a woman
both of them have committed an abomination: they shall
surely be put to death; their blood [shall be] upon them.
Deuteronomy 22:5
The woman shall not wear that which pertaineth unto
a man, nei ther shall a man pu t on a woman's gannent: for
all that do so are abomination unto the LORD thy God.
(Transvestites)
Deuteronomy 23:1
He that ... hath his privy member cut off, shall not enter
into the congregation of the LORD. (Transsexuals)
Deuteronomy 23:17
There shall be no whore of the daughters ofIsrael, nor
a *sodomite of the sons of Israel.
2 Kings 23:7, 8 and 19
3' 7 And he (King Josiah) brake down the houses of the
m
sodomites (*male cult prostitutes), that were by the
~
h ouse of the Lord,

~

~
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8 And he brought all the priests out of the cities of Judah
and defiled the high places (temples of cult prostituhon)
where the priests had burned incense...
19 And Josiah removed all the houses also of the high
places that (were] in the cities of Samaria, which the
kings of Israel had made to provoke the LORD to anger, and he did to them just as h e had done in Bethel.
(He totally destroyed them.)
Isaiah 3:9
The show of their countenance doth witness against
them; and they declare their *sin as Sodom, they hide
(it] not. Woe unto their souls for they have rewarded
evil unto themselves.
Mark 7:2123
21 For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil
thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders,
22 Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, *lasci1Jiousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness:
23 All these evil things come from wi thin, and defile the
man.
Romans 1:26~
27~
31, and 32
26 For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections:
for even their women did chan ge the natural use into
that which is against nature:
27 And likewise also the men leaving the natural use of the
woman burned in their lust one toward another; men with
men working that which is unseemly, and receiving
in themselves that recompense of their error which was
meet.
31 Without understanding, covenant breakers, without
natural affection, implacable, unmerciful:
32 Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which
commit such things are worthy of death, not only do
the same, but have pleasure in them that do them.
Romans 13:13(NIV)
Let us behave decently, as in the day time; not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery...
1 Corinthians 6:9
Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the
kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators,
nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers
of themselves with mankind, (shall inherit the kingdom
of God).

Ephesians4:18,19
18 Having the understanding darke~,
being alien~td
from the life of God through the Ignorance that IS In
them because of the blindness of their heart:
19Who' beingpastfeelinghavegiventhernselvesover
unto lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness WIth greedIness.
Colossians 3:5, 6
5 Mortify therefore your members which are upon.the
earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affechon,
evil "concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry:

.

.

,

6 For w~ch
thin~
sake. the wrath of God cometh on
the children of dIsobedience:
1 TlDlothy 1:9, 10
.
.
9 Knowing this, that the law IS not made for a rIghteous
man, but for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and for sinners, for unholy and profane, for murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers, for
manslayers,
10 For whoremongers, for them that defile themselves with
mankind, for menstealers, for liars, for perjured persons and if there be any other thing that is contrary to
sound doctrine;
2 TlDlothy 3:15
1 This know also, that in the last days perilous times
shall come.
2 For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous,
boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents,
unthankful, unholy,
Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers,
incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good,
4 Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more

than lovers o/God;
Having a form of godliness, but denying the power
thereof:Jrom such turn away.
James 1:21
Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is
so prevalent...
Jude 1:7,8
7 Even as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities about
them in like manner, giving themselves over to fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set forth for an
example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire.
Likewise also these filthy dreamers defile the flesh,
despise dominion, and speak evil of dignities.

Church• Concerns
RegardIng the
I "Gay Right:s" Issue
BACKGROUND:
THREAT TO CHURCHES
The church community in the United States has played
a critical role in protecting and expanding civil rights for
qualified minorities. As a result, Americans of diverse
ethnic origin now enjoy a greater level of economic op
portunity and religious liberty than ever before. In turn
employers, employees, churches and church meb~
benefit from ethnic diversity in the marketplace and thell'
church homes.
However, a new definition of "minority" has crept into
the civil rights arena during the last two decades. Seven
states and more than 90 cities, cotmties and municipalities in America now prohibit discrimination based on
"sexual orientation." By so doing, these government entities grant protected class status to a group of individuals
whose identity is derived solely from their sexual behavior or desiresprimarily homosexuals. These laws, which
grant extraordinary status to what amounts to, not a true
ethnic minority, but a special interest group, may adversely affect churches and church members in several
ways. The following occurrences demonstrate how " gay
rights" laws threaten to coerce acceptance o~ homosexuality by those (including churches and theIr members)
who may conscientiously disapprove of that lifestyle.
When Wisconsin's former Governor Lee Sherman
Dreyfus signed into law that state's "gay rights" bill,
\
he was assured that the bill would have no effect on
religious institutions like the 40yearold Rawhide
Boys' Ranch, a Christian home for troubled boys.
Shortly after Dreyfus left office, two male homosexuals appeared at the Ranch, demanding to be hired as
boys' counselors. Evidence has surfaced that a council on lesbian and gay issues targeted the Ranch specifically for these gays' applications. According to
sources at Rawhide, heading off these conspiratorial
plans cost the Ranch in excess of $30,000. Rawhide still
has outstanding debts remaining from this episode.
In Madison, WlSCOnsin, two women were reprimanded

I

I

I

for not selecting a lesbian applicant as an apartment
roommate by the Madison Equal Opportunities Commission (MEOC). After the MEOC interrogated the two
roommates for 41/2 hours, they ordered the roommates to pay the lesbian $1,500. The roommates were
also ordered to attend "sensitivity classes" to be taught
by homosexuals, write a formal letter of apology and
have their living situation monitored for two years.

The Attorney General of Hawaii has stated that, under a state"gay rights" law, homosexuals must be considered for almost all positions in church employment
except the pastorate itself.
Under a gay rights" ordinance, the Catholic Archdiocese of Minneapolis was recently fined $15,000 and
assessed $20,000 in damages, payable to homosexuals
who complained that the Archdiocese denied their 1
club the "right" to meet in church",wned facilities.
II

On Saturday, November 16. 1991, a group of AIDS
demonstrators dressed in suits and ties infiltrated a
Family Concerns Conference brunch at First Baptist
Church, Atlanta. They peppered attendees with hundreds of condoms while chanting"safer sex saves
lives." Demonstrators were removed by church security guards and police, but there were no arrests.

No charges have been filed or arrests made at the past
two years' Gay and Lesbian Pride Parades in San Francisco. CFV has video footage of lewd and lascivious
Here in Colorado, Governor Roy Romer's Executive
acts, including public fondling of genitalia and acts of
Order granting "sexual orientation" special status in
what appears to be public anal sex; open promotion
state employment has led state agents to conduct
of pedophilia and savage ridicule of religious objects
sitivity training" about "gayness" for state employ-'
and symbols; clear evidence of police presence, plus
ees. At the conclusion of the training sessions, employfootage ofSan Francisco's mayor, who rode
ees were strongly urged, under condiin and endorsed these parades, marched in
tions of extreme peer pressure, to don
"Christialls
and attended by thousands, including chiland wear buttons declaring, "It's OK to
dren. Asked why no arrests were made,
are ullder
Be Gay." They were also urged to sign a
police authorities said their primary reform acknowledging their "imperfect
Cllrist's
sponsibility was to "reflect community
attitudes toward gays and lesbians."
/1/alldate to
standards and keep the peace." "HomoThe Boy Scouts in California have spent
sexual activists" behavior at non-violent,
' ... preach the
more than $1 million to defend the
pro-life protests has been violent and even
gospel to every obscene. A recent Los Angeles Times article
organization' s right to exclude homosexuals from being Scoutmasters. San
(October 6. 1991) reported male and female
creature'
Francisco United Way and Levi Strauss
homosexual" AIDS activists" spitting on
illcludillg 1/0have cut off funds to the Scouts to proand sticking needles into pro-life demontest their policy. Yet the Scouts in San
/1/osexuals ... "
strators, while others exposed their private
Diego have been ordered to pay $78,000
parts to demonstrators in deliberate attempts to offend. No arrests were made.
to the family of an eight-year-old boy molested by his
Scout leader. A nationwide 19-year investigation by
In Minneapolis, Big Brothers was prosecuted for
the Boy Scouts of America found 1,151 complaints by
merely telling one mother that a prospective Big
Boy Scouts of abuse of boys by Scout leaders, in all 50
Brother to her son was a homosexual. After years of
states and the District of Columbia. This makes, the
legal harassment, Big Brothers has adopted a "national
investigation concluded, "sex abuse more common in
policy of accepting' gay' men as prospective Big BrothScouting than accidental death and serious injuries ...
ers to fatherless youths..."
In that time, at least 416 men have been arrested or
Constitutional attorneys estimate the cost of fighting
banned from Scouting for molesting boys in their care."
charges filed under gay rights" legislation to a SuThe Boy Scouts have spent millions of dollars on litipreme Court decision as nearly $250,000. While recgation related to this abuse.
ognizing the threat" gay rights" laws present to the
A 1992 New Jersey"gay rights" statute prohibits all
free speech, free assembly and firmly held convictions
employers, including churches, from discriminating
of people consCientiously opposing homosexual beon the basis of sexual orientation in their hiring and
haviors and political agendas, Christians must never
firing practices. The same law could force churches to
forget our obligation to "hate the sin" of homosexualunite homosexuals in marriage. The Orthodox Presity, but " love the sinner." Therefore, Christians are
byterian Church launched litigation against the statunder Christ's mandate to "go into all the world and
ute (NAE Washington Insight, July, 1992).
preach the Gospel to every crea ture," including
In 1989, homosexual" AIDS activists" invaded a Rohomosexuals and those whose lives their sin impacts.
man Catholic mass at New York City's St. Patrick's
Cathedral, shouting obscenities and defiling Communion elements. Since homosexuals enjoy special protection under the city's "gay rights" legislation, it's not
surprising that police response to this incident was
negligible.
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What is the

"Christian interlude," called in astrolOgical circles the
of Pisces" (fishhistoric symbol of the Christian
I "age
faith), fueled by masculine "yang" energy, is now at an
end. is being superseded by the feminine "yin" energy

"NelNAge"?

It

A Review and Conunentary on:

THE GNOSTIC EMPIRE STRIKES BACK
by Peter Jones

c.r den Dulk
What is Gnosticism? A great question for a Bible study, seminary
exam, or discussion with fellow
ministers. I can remember studying
about it in seminary, but I must confess I had a difficult time getting a
handle on this heresy that plagued
the early church. I read and heard
how it had something to do with
" knowl e dge" (gnosis) and the
claims that false teachers had superior insights and revelations from
"angels" or other beings. Gnosticism also produced erroneous
views about the body, namely that

of the Age of Aquarius. For me personally, this would be
comical if it wasn't so serious and if the parallels that are
happening around us today weren't so striking! Shirley
MacLaine in her best seller, Going Within (1 989), states
that there is nothing new about the New Age. She goes
on to say, " [Ancient] Christian Gnostics operated with
New Age knowledge" (pp. 2930). Hence Peter Jones is
correct in asserting that the New Age is indeed ancient
Gnosticism revisited, however difficult it is to pin down.

TENETS OF THE NEW AGE
What are some of the tenets of New Age (Gnosticism)
which we can attempt to identify? Jones helps us look at
the teachings of New Age (Gnosticism) in these areas:
Cosmology, Redemption, Christology and Sexuality.

Cosmology

Because Gnostics believed the material, physical world
to be evil (mostly because it limits the self·actualizing of
the spirit within), it is a problem for their thinking. They
teach that the creation was the result of a cosmic"goof"
the material world was evil (matter is evil  Greek) and committed by the foolish Creator God (the Demiurge) of
the
Bible. The Gnostics knew that if their system was gosince body belonged to the material world, the body was
evil. Therefore it didn' t really matter what one did with ing to work, they had to get rid of the God of the Bible.
This
explains much of the anticreation and antiOld Testhe body. Likewise, against the cultural religious background of the early church with its pagan festivals, Greek tament sentiment found in ancient Gnostic texts. The
word"crea
tion" takes on a different meaning for Gnosand Roman deities seemed to be so distant from what
American Christians experience. The fact is however, that tic/New Agers. Creation for them is simply another way
of
referring
to the sum of all things, understood accordmuch of what the early church faced in the heresy of
Gnosticism is plaguing the church today. It has a new ing to a syncretistic pantheism. Creation (ex nihilo) is abname; it is called the New Age movement. Peter Jones horrent for New Agers. Shirley MacLaine writes, "God
does a remarkable job of showing how the New Age lies within, and therefore we are each part of God. Since
movement is really the old Gnostic heresy revisiting the there is no separateness, we are each Godlike, and God
is in each of us...We are literally made up of God energy,
world and the church, but with stronger force!
therefore we can create whatever we want in life because
we are each cocreating with the energy that makes the
WHAT IS THE NEW AGE?
Jones himself says that it is very difficult to "pin down" universe itself" (Going Within p. 100). A New Age United
Presbyterian minister in Colorado prayed
a definition of the New Age. H e likens it to
to the great Green One" referring to the
a "slippery eeL" It successfully disguises it·
u ••• 111llell of
goddess Gaia, Mother Earth, who gives to
self with its tolerant, softsell promotion of
the universe its basic unity. Christian litur freedom, equality, diversity, spirituality, rewhll t tlte early
gies beg her forgiveness, using Hindu
sponsible ecology and international peace.
church fllced ill chants to charmel her lifegiving energy.
It doesn't call itself a "religion," but rather
Vice President Al Gore, in his book Earth in
opts for the phrase, "human spirituality,"
the heresy of
the Balance: Ecology and the Human Spirit,
thereby making it into a public library's free
gives evidence that his involvement in ecolGllosticiS11l is
literature bin where specifically 'religious'
ogy is an expression of his belief in the connewspapers are not permitted. With its
pillguillg the
nectedness of all things, in the great value
claims of tolerance and diversity, it masks
of all religious faiths, and in his hope that
elll/rch todllY."
the real agenda of a secretive worldwide
ancient pagan goddess worship will help
religious network. Frequently Jones refers
bring us planetary and personal salvation.
to what New Age writers call the" Age of Aquarius." In
the new Age of Aquarius where there is neither good nor
Redemption
evil, the ultimate liberation of mankind will finally be
Though caught in matter, humanity can once again
realizedliberation from ethics, from guilt, from sexual
norms and from God. Only one religious option will not become part of the universal whole by a process of self
be allowed to live in peace, namely Biblical Christianity knowledge and selfrealization. The Christ of the Gnostics
(p. 4). Tom Williams, a priest of the Church of All Worlds, doesn't deal with sin by His vicarious atonement. Rather
labels Christendom as the "Christian interlude." This He comes as a revealer of gnosis," the knowledge of
one's own divinity and potential.
1/
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Haggai 1:6
Many of God's people in exile in Babylon had returned to
Palestine to rebuild the temple, but Opposition to the building
caused it to cease. The people began making eXcuses for their
failure to continue bUilding.
God sent His prophet Haggai urging them to examine themselves and their attitudes. "ConSider your
ways," he said. And then these words (1:6):
"You have SOWn much, and bring in
little; You eat, but do not have enough.
You drink, but you are not filled with
drink; You clothe yourselves, but no
one is warm; And he who earns wages,
earns wages to put into a bag with
holes."

The eXcuses of the people had indicated
that their social and economic plight had
made it difficult, if not impossible, to continue bUilding. Now God, through Haggai,
is challenging them to consider whether
their plight was really the cause of their neglecting the bUilding program, or was it the consequence? They were expected
to understand that God had withheld these things because of
their disobedience. Their hardship was a result of God's covenant curse on their disobedience (Deut. 28:3840). Their lack
of concern for God's house and for His glory was the reason for
their plight.

Sexuality
.
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Mrs. Mon sma graduated from Northern State College in South Dakota and received her Master's Degree in Library Science from the
University ofMichigan. She taught junior and senior high at Christain
high schools in Prinsburg, MN. Muskegon and HUdsonVille, Ml. She
leads Bible studies in several churches. The Monsmas have three daughters.

Ignorance
Is Not: Bliss

Harvard professor he says has "verified the sighting of
intergalactic aliens."
Lapham has a tough case to make, given the fact that
his secular soulmates have succeeded through the courts
Cal Thomas in stripping the schools of any favorable references to
God. (Blasphemy is protected by the First Amendment.)
A report by the Deparbnent of Education about Ameri- But he gives it a try.
Against the vivid cries and promises of transcencan public school students' ignorance of history is no
surprise. Similar studies have shown a mostly discour- dence," writes Lapham, "we have little else with which
to
preserve
and extend the world of civilization except
aging trend for more than 20 years. But the response from
those who are responsible for the deplorable intellectual the voices of experience." Right, and look what the
and social conditions in schools, "voices of experience" have produced.
Lapham gets to the heart of the problem when he rewhile not surprising, is a triumph
veals his own focal point of faith: "Across all of the
of denial.
world's
time zones, the adherents of one or another of
Government surveys asked
22,000 students in every state about the ancient superstitions wage their furious assault on
their knowledge of American his- what for the last 200 years has been known as the Spirit
tory. Half were found to be unaware of the Enlightenment."
It is that spirit, beginning with autonomous man reof the Cold War and nearly six of
10 knew little or nothing about the jecting God and wisdom that does not come from the
mind of man, that has produced more deaths at the hands
origins of our republic.
This, at a time when the nation is of governments in this century than any period in hisspending more money on schools tory. Yet, while we're waist deep in the Big Muddy, the
than ever, and unbelievably public big fools who brought us to this momentthose who beeducation activists tell us that the lieve in the perfectibility of humankindsay to push on,
reason students aren't learning is that we're not spend- with themselves in control.
No thanks. In "1984" George Orwell invented the
ing enough. Some might ask why we did a better job
educating children in oneroom schoolllOuses than in "memory hole." All history, all books were to be put down
pricey public schools. Taxpayers should wonder whether this hole to erase a people's memory of their past so that
the problem has less to do with money and more to do totalitarian forces might move in and create a new history. That is precisely what the real enemies of education
with what is being taught.
The modem education system has been frontloaded and of history have done in America. For them to blame
people who believe in a Power higher and
with elitist propaganda that does little to give
greater than themselves is like blaming
students a firm foundation of knowledge
"5cllool
gravity
for killing me if I jump off a tall
that will prepare them for the modern
building. Reject the truth and you suffer
world. One recent survey found that in
vOl/clIers alld
the consequences.
many cases four periods of the school day
tile freedom. to
Lapham's least favorite book notes that
are consumed by nonacademic subjects,
"God
is far wiser than the wisest man."
ciioose lIave
such as the environment, sex education,
Those who used to be in charge of Ameriselfesteem, driver's education and physi/lever beell
can education believed that. Does Lapham
cal education.
more Ileeded."
judge Abraham Lincoln and Alexander
Even the good stuff has been polluted by
Solzhenitsyn
as ignorant because they read
the politically correct who believe it more
and believed the Bible?
important to study 14thCentury African kings than the
The last Department of Education survey again proves
Magna Carta or early American heroes like Paul Revere,
Thomas Paine and George Washington. (Dead white the necessity of opening up government schools to competition
. School vouchers and the freedom to choose have
males with European roots, you know.)
Lewis Lapham, editor of Harper's magazine, thinks the never been more needed. But Lapham and his associates
pathetic state of contemporary education is the fault of won't easily surrender. We have to take back our chilthose who want to take us back to the days when chil- dren, at whatever cost, from a system that has betrayed
dren were taught differently  a period in which they them and the COWltry.
were truly educated. He blames "political demagogues"
for the ignorance of so many students. Writing in the New Los Angeles Times Syndicate
York Times, Lapham blames those who believe in the Bible
for dumbing down the children, not those, like himself,
who revel in their disbelief. He links such persons to a
1/
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The Dialect: of
Confessional
Indifference (2)
John Venneer
Last month we began looking at some common statements in
day that indicate a sense of confessional indifference. This
month we continue with another one of those statements:

OUT

2. "IT IS ALL A
MATrEROF
INTERPRETATION"
This s tatement comes in other
forms: "That's just your opinion,"
or lilt all depends on how you look
at it." Bible studies can nm this way.
Since no one can really be sure what
a passage is saying, we take the
eclectic approach; we toss
everyone's opinion together and
the sum total becomes the lesson
that we have learned for the day.
It can be understandable why we want to pursue this
kind of approach. If we say that no one is wrong.. it would
appear that we have hurt no one; it would appear that

1995 recognized "two different perspectives and convictions, both of which honor the Scriptures as the infallible
Word of God" (Acts of Synod 1995, p. 731.). Since both
interpretations were considered legitimate, synod declared that respect for such legitimacy be granted by the
opening of all offices to women, albeit in a restricted form
for the appeasement of dissenters (Acts ofSynod 1995, pp.
733, 735, 736).
Being sensitive to matters of adiaphora (indifference) is
always commendable, and it would appear that the
grounds given in this decision are an attempt to apply
this principle. However, adiaphora are matters that in and
of themselves are not right or wrong; Synod 1995 declared
the matter of ecclesiastical office a matter of right and
wrong. When it came to ecclesiastical office, Synod 1995
in essence said one of two things: either a) "God's Word
says, 'Yes' and 'No,"' or b) "We are not trying to declare
objectively what God says in His Word; we are attempting to declare what we subjectively think God's Word
says; in other words, we are not trying to declare the truth,
but our interpretation of the truth."
Both positions are dangerous, of course.
lf Synod was trying to say a), then we are positing something blasphemous in what would seem on the surface
to be a harmless statement about something "that is not
a matter of salvation." (See my first article.) We are saying that God can deny Himself, that He can speak out of
both sides of His mouth, and that, consequently. one cannot trust what He says-that the foundation of His Word
is not so firmly laid as one had hoped and confessed (We

we are respecting people for their opinion. Certainly this
would seem to be one of the goals of the "The Understanding Opinions Metaphor" used both at Synod 1993 receive all these books.,for the,.foundation ...of our faith [Beland the 22 denominational Listening Conferences put on gic Confession, Article 5]). Let us realize that, confessionally
by the Office of the Executive Director of Ministries of speaking, it is not God who speaks out of both sides of
the Christian Reformed Church. All participants look at His mouth; it is mankind: Neither may we consider any
the object and all come away with a different viewpoint writings of men, however holy these men may have been, of
of the object. In this d iversity we are called to find a sense equal value with those divine Scriptures .. .as ofequal value with
of intellectual wealth and appreciation that we should the truth ofGod, since the truth is above all: for all men are
value and from which we should be willing to learn as of themselves liars, and more vain than vanity itself,
Therefore we reject with all our hearts whatsowe pursue excellence and truth.t
ever does not agree with this infallible rule, as
Such an exercise gives the appearance of
"
...
it
is
Ilot
the apostles have taught us saying, Prove the
wisdom. After all, do we not make the prospirits, whether they are of God (Belgic Converbial point that two heads are better than
Godwilo
fession, Article 7).
one? Does not Scripture state that "iron
speaks alit of
It was Synod 1995-and not God-who
sharpens iron"? Is it, after all, not foolish to
both sides of
spoke out of both sides of its mouth.
ignore the counsel of others who may have
If Synod was trying to say b), then are
a perspective and insight on an issue that
His JIlolltil; it
we trying to regulate our ecclesiastical life
perhaps individuality has not seen beforeis JIlallkilld."
in a dream world, the same dream world
hand? Is this not what we mean in part
that plagues the world which we are called
when speaking of the communion of the
to confront with the truth of the gospel? Our
saints?
It is one thing to benefit from one's insight into the truth; world loves to state proudly that there are no moral abit is another thing to benefit by believing that everyone's solutes in order to justify whatever they do: "There is no
interpretation of the truth is as true as the next person's. truth per se, only what is truth for me."
Such statements, of course, are plagued with self-conIt is this latter mentality that won the day in the latest
Christian Reformed Church synodical decisions on eccle- tradiction and hopeless fantasy, To say that there are no
siastical office. When d elivering the latest decision, Synod moral absolutes is to state a moral absolute, and to seek
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W. Robert Godfrey
(This article is taken from an address given at the "Growing
Reformational Churches" conference held December 79, 1995
at First Christian Reformed Church in Chino, CA and jointly
sponsored by that church and Westmins ter Theological Seminary in California.)
Americans are forward-looking. Their
interests are in the future and in progress.
They tend to agree w ith H enry Ford w ho
said, "History is bunk."
Futurolog ists are fashionable, serving
as scientific prophets for the contemporary world. Technology fascinates us as it
makes vast amounts of information available in a matter of seconds .
The great danger that this Am erican

. .
.
..
.. .
to hve m a state where there IS no objective truth, It IS to
live in a world th ~ t is false, that does not exist, that is

hopelessly deceptive.

I

tendency poses is that we w ill lose a
proper working relationship w ith the wisdom of the past. We run the risk of being
overwhelmed wi th the new and losing the venerable.
This character of Ameri can life affects Chris tian
churches. Churches can get so excited about the late:;t
fads derived from expert sociologists that they can fail

is Ito analyze those fads carefully. They can become so in-

Ye t such is what synod has stated, at least with the
sue of ecclesiastical office . Truth is in the eye of the beholder. Truth is up to the individual. Truth is a m atter o f
the self, not a matter of the divine. Furthermore, truth is
outside the grasp of the church; the best we can do is
interpret the truth, and one's interpretatio n is as good as
another's. It reminds one of the Kantian noumenon/ phe-

~ an

ot

volved in preparing "vision statements" that they forget their confessions. We may fail to evaluate strategies
and methodologies in a tho ughtful theological and pasto ral way.
.
.
The ~
at danger o f man:>:" A m e n c ~ chur0es IS that

the):' will lose the center of faIth. The):' nsk getting cau ~
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nomenon distinctio n: w e
know things as they Ieally are, but only as we think they are .
Such is .not the pe rsp ec
~v e ~ a ~d out by our Lord .. He
has pro nused us that by His SpInt He w ould lead us mto

to evangelism but do no t show that they know the
Gospel.
'
The great Reformed confessions contain for us the

the truth Oohn 16:13). Were it not for this truth as found

center that we need. They are the summary of Biblical

in Scripture we would not be able to discern pastorally, religion prepared by some of the church's best minds
p e rsonall y and tho roughly as Paul says that we can and m ost pio us hearts. These confessions - especially
3:15, 16). Certainly we do not always walk in the Wes tminster Confess ion of Fai th, the Wes tminster
the truth as w e o ught, but this is different from an under- Shorter a.nd Larger.Ca techisms, the Heidelberg Catechism,
standing that God has no t revealed His truth to us in His the B~lgc
ConfeSSion and the Canons of Dort - are fu ll
Word. Were this revelation not so, there would be no de- ~d
n ch. 1?ey must no t
seen as an Irrelevant or opfinitive gospel to proclaim, no definitive Savior to trust, j tIo nal perIphery ~ o the hfe o f th ~ church. Eve n less
h
uld
def"
should they be an Ignored foundabon. Rather we must
d
d fini' L d
~
no :
bve or t? w o m w e w?
owe a
ml- return to them again and again as the heart and core of

(2 TImothy

t>:

tive alleglance and obedience. Everything would then be

a matter of o ur own mterpretabon. But we know from
Scripture that such an idea is simply not the truth.

the life and teaching of the church.

The Apostle Paul in 2 TImothy 1:8-14 wrote of the

I character of the m essage that he bore as apostle, herald
Next month, the Lord willing, we will consider another state- and teacher. H e spo ke o f the Christian religion as "pat-

men t indicative of confessional indifference.

tern" (v. 13), as "deposit" (v. 14), and as "sound teach-

ing" (v. 13). While clearly recognizing that our Reformed
Rev. Venneer is pastor ofthe Firs t Christian ReJormed Chu rch
o/Sheldon IA.
,

confessions are not inspired, these concepts that Paul

applied to his own preaching can help us think about
the meaning of o ur confessions.

Februa ry 1996

THE CONFESSIONS 

A PATTERN

confessions show us the pattern of Biblical revelation. They are a pattern in the sense of an example or,
even better, a standard. They show us something of the
coherence and interconnectedness of God's truth. They help
us to see the system of doctrine that God has revealed in
his Word.
Many Ouistians know a variety of Bible stories or have
a measure of insight into particular doctrines of the faith.
But too often these stories or doctrines are left fragmented.
OUI

wisdom of past generations. They pull us together and
help us overcome the corrosive individualism of our time.
As we cherish and preserve our confessions, they will
help protect us from the fads and novelties that beset the
church today.

THE CONFESSIONS 
TEACHING

SOUND

The Reformed confessions are also  like the Gospel sound teaching. Sound teaching is a recurring concern of
Paul
in the pastoral epistles. He mentions it in 1 Tim. 1:10;
The real meaning of the stories and doctrines may be
missed because their relations to the whole of the Bible 6:3; 2 Tim. 1:13; 4:3; and Tit. 1:9; 1:13; 2:1; 2:2. By sound
teaching
he means healthy teaching, teaching that is not sick
are misunderstood.
The pattern of the confessions reminds us that the truth or poisonous. Paul knew that the church was often attacked
of God is not only coherent, but also broad and deep. The by the evil one who sought to destroy the church with
confessions remind us that God does not call us to an false teaching. In the face of such attacks the church needs
healthy, useful teaching. Such teaching it
abbreviated or shrunken Gospel.
has in its confessions
u ... tile cOllfesWe can see that clearly by the way in
Think for a moment about some of the
which Paul himself briefly summarizes his
siolls call allri
problems the church faces. Christians tomessage in 21imothy 1. He gives no bareday
live in a radically relativistic culture.
bones Gospel. Rather he speaks of the GosHl/ISt serve as
The confessions teach clearly about the
pel that brings the power of God for salvaballast
for
tile
unique
revelation of God's Word found in
tion and holy living. He speaks of this salthe Bible as completely trustworthy, tranvation as resting on the grace of God alone
cllllrcll."
scendent truth. Christians confront many
 a grace plaIUled and purposed in eternity.
cults. The confessions teach the Trinity and
This grace is brought to us by Jesus who
the person of Christ clearly. The church recdestroyed the death that was our life and who sovereignly
ognizes
its
evangelistic
responsibility. The confessions
and effectively has enlightened and enlivened us. This
Jesus will protect and preserve His own until the day of summarize the doctrine of salvation. The confessions may
His appearing. (Notice that in just five verses Paul speaks not say all that needs to he said today to face all of these
of or at least implies all five points of Calvinism!) His problems, but they do give us a solid foundation from
which to build and minister.
teaching is rich.
Look more specifically at the helpful teaching found in
That same richness is in our confessional heritage. In a
church that is shrinking because of starvation, we must some of the more neglected confessional statements. First,
bring out in fresh and clear ways the feast of truth that is from the Canons of Dort:
Therefore all men are conceived in sin, and are by
ours in our confessions.
nahIre children of wrath, incapable of saving good,
THE CONFESSIONS  A DEPOSIT
prone to evil, dead in sin, and in bondage thereto;
Our confessions are also a deposit. By deposit, Paul
and without the regenerating grace of the Holy Spirit,
meant a property that had been entrusted from one to another
they are neither able nor willing to return to God, to
to be guarded. It referred to a treasure that had to be valreform the depravity of their nature, or to dispose
ued and protected. Clearly the Scripture is such a deposit:
themselves to reformation (IIIIV, 3).
God's Word given to us. But in a secondary sense our
This article reminds us that men are utterly lost in sin.
confessions are also our treasure.
They do not seek God. No clever methodology can move
They were written by men who were heroic preachers, their wills. Only the Spirit of God can enliven them. So
wise theologians and faithful martyrs. They were writ- every method of evangelism and church growth must be
ten in an age of unusual devotion, learning and zeal. They examined to see if it really takes seriously the complete
have been defended for centuries by the best of our theo- deadness of the lost.
logians.
Or think of this article of Canons of Dort:
Perhaps most remarkably our confessions have reAs many as are called by the gospel are unfeignedly
ceived an amazing level of support through the cenhIcalled. For God has most earnestly and truly declared
ries. Often they were adopted in the first place by the
in His Word what is acceptable to Him, namely that
unanimous action of church assemblies. Year by year they
those who are called should come unto Him. He also
have been subscribed by the ministers and elders of
seriously promises rest of soul and eternal life to all
Christ's church. When we think how hard it is today to
who come to Him and believe (IIIIV; 8).
get a church assembly to do anything unanimously, the
This section of the Canons guards all of us from any
support these confessions have received is a marvel.
form
of hyperCalvinism that would make us passive in
Because such a remarkable consensus surrounds them,
the confessions can and must serve as ballast for the relation to our responsibility to make Christ known. We
must
preach Christ and passionately call people to bechurch. They provide continuity and stability for the
church as it sails through storms. They cormect the church lieve in Christ. We must promise all who believe that they
will
certainly
find salvation in Him. What a wonderful
to its own history and enable the church to share in the
encouragement!
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Regaining
Past:oral Purpose

Consider Westminster Larger Catechism, question 109:
What are the sins forbidden in the second
commandment? Answer: The sins forbidden in the
second commandment are, all devising, counseling,
commanding, using, and any wise approving, any
religious worship not instituted by God himself;
tolerating a false religion; the making any
representation of God, or all or of any of the three
persons, either inwardly in our mind, or outwardly
in any kind of image or likeness of any creature
whatsoever; all worshiping of it, or God in it or by it;
the making of any representation of feigned deities,
and all worship of them, or service
belonging to them; all superstitious
devices, corrupting the worship of God,
adding to it, or taking from it, whether
invented and taken up of ourselves, or
received by tradition from others, though
under the title of antiquity, custom,
devotion, good intent, or any other
pretense whatsoever; simony; sacrilege;
all neglect, contempt, hindering, and
opposing the worship and ordinances
which God hath appointed.
This very long answer can be so daunting that a Clrristian may not even try to read
or understand it. Yet it is not complex or
difficult if read section by section. It speaks very much to
the many questions about worship in the church today.
It reminds us that God takes His worship very seriously.
It emphasizes that we must do in worship only what God
commands  neither adding to it nor taking away from it.
It warns that neither tradition nor sincerity justify any
practice in worship. Most importantly it should force all
Reformed Christians as they talk about worship to go
back to the Bible to see what it teaches.

John R. Sittema

CONCLUSION
The Reformed confessions are the pattern, deposit and
sound teaching for us. In order for them truly to function
in that way we must become more familiar with them.
We should commit ourselves to read them at least once a
year. (It would be very interesting to survey ministers
and elders to see how often they read through their
church's confessions.) We should read not only our own
denOmination's, but also others. We need to read them
carefully. Where we do not understand them, we should
study further. Where we may not agree, we should reexamine the issue  and especially ourselves! We should
read them devotionally, letting their wisdom soak into
us.
Our confessions really will enrich us and fit us for service to Christ's church. They will help us experience the
blessing expressed by Paul: "Join with me in suffering
for the gospel, by the power of God, who saved us and
called us to a holy life... What you heard from me, keep
as the pattern of sound teaching, with faith and love in
Christ Jesus. Guard the good deposit that was entrusted
to you  guard it with the help of the Holy Spirit who
lives in us."

Dr. Godfrey, contributing editor of this magazine, is President of Westminster Seminary in CA and Professor ofChurch
History.
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(If TV stations can show reruns, this column can repeat articles printed some time ago. This article, on the Biblical understanding of the nature and spirit of the office of elder, was
first printed about 5 years ago. It is reprinted here without
apology to those who read it the first time. Fact is, many new
elders need to understand these Biblical truths,
and many who have served in office for a long
time already need to be reminded. Next month,
we'll reprise a similar article on the office ofdeacon. -IRS.)
I live in Texas. When I crossed the Red
River some years ago when moving from
the Midwest with my family, I had to learn
many new things and learn them quickly.
I had to learn a new language that folks
here actually call "Texas friendly": what I
had known as "baptists" were actually
"babdists"; where I had" done business"
before, I would now be "doin' bidness";
and where previously I had referred to a group standing
before me as "you," I would have to learn to say "y'all"
instead. (Actually, "y'all" is an allpurpose pronoun serving as both singular and plural, though local linguistic
"purists" insist that the plural of "yall" is "yalls.") I had
to master the difference between "tote," "fetch" and
"carry"; I had to learn that soft drink is not "pop" but
that all varieties are called"cokes" ("What kind of coke
do you want? Orange?"). I had to learn the strange Texas
lilt that raises the end of each sentence a note or so, so
that, to my Midwestern ears, every indicative sounded
more like a interrogative. I learned to say "fixin'" a lot
(as in "I'm fixin' to fetch a sixpack of cokes).
I also learned an important lesson in Texasstyle home
maintenance: to "water my foundation." Since most of
you don't know what that means, a brief lesson is in order. (Y'alllisten up, I'mfixin' to make a point h ere.) The
soil in Texas, especially in the Dallas region, is of such a
kind that it expands and contracts rapidlyalmost violentlywith the increase or decrease of moisture. This
soil volatility is so pronounced that there are few if any
basements; homes are constructed on specially prepared
slabs. Now, I'd seen cracked and parched earth before in
Midwestern droughts, but I'd never seen half inch cracks
fracture a lawn only days aiter a 5 inch rain! Unless the
soil around one's foundation is kept moist, the expansion and contraction cracks the slab, and wall damage
results. Repairs can be very costly, so wise homeowners
all water their foundations faithfully.
The church of the Lord has a foundation too. God's
Word says in Eph. 2:20: "You are...members of God's
household, built on the foundation of the apostles and
February 1996
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ply because its elders aren't paid "professionals," that
church will wither under the Evil One's assault.
Why have churches in our time lost the pastoral office
of elder in exchange for the paid religious professional?
fixed on the Word-as the inspired apostles and proph- The problem runs deep. Cultural analysts of our age have
ets transmitted it-and see to it that no cracks weaken observed the radical transformation of our society from
the walls and damage the holy temple in which God a rural agrarian base to an information base, from a
dwells on earth. Their task is an urgent one, not only to " hands on" style of work involvement to a "managerial"
preserve what God has already given us, but also because style of involvement, from face to face and person to perthe church is always under construction: " ... in him you son corrununication to that of phone, fax, modem, voicetoo are being built together to become a dwelling in which mail and e-mail. And the changes are coming faster than
God lives by his Spirit" (Eph. 2:22). The church is our ever. Two hundred years ago, 95% of the US work force
Lord' 5; she is precious in His eyes. He paid a high price was involved in farming, compared to less than 4 % today. But the greatest impulse for such radical change has
for her redemption-His own blood.
been in the last 50 years, and the majority
ELDERS ARE PASTORS
of that change has been in the last 15, tied
You may wonder why this colunm places
directly to the development and explosive
U ••• 're/igiol/ is
so much emphasis on the word "shepherd."
of the personal computer. Make no
lip' bllt '11/01'11/- growth
More than just a convenient handle, it demistake: these changes are not only changes
fines what the office of elder really is, a
ity is dowl/.'"
about how we make our money and comshepherding-that is, pastoring-duty. The
municate with one another. These changes
work of elders properly understood is nothaffect how we view ourselves as people,
ing other than the pastoral care of the flock of God. That how we understand our purpose on earth, our way of
Biblical imagery is one that is repeated from Genesis living before the face of God and our fellow man. These
through the New Testament. It describes both God's de- changes also affect the way we view the church, and
scription of His care and the needs of His people; it is within the church the way we interact with each other
dominant in both Jesus' description of Himself and His and care for one another in Christian love.
work, and in His assignment to the Apostles of His
We've become profoundly individualistic as a SOciety,
Church.
and that individualism has penetrated the church to her
"Wait a minute," you may say. "Pastoral care is the very marrow. American religion has become private, and,
minister's job, isn't it? After ali, he is the one called 'Pas- sadly, irrelevant as a shaping influence for public life. It
tor.' H e has the training and the experience, and he re- is fascinating-and grievous-that during the decade of
ceives a salary for his work. Elders are busy laymen who the 80s the pollsters report that "religion is up" but "mohave full-time jobs and many other responsibilities. Their rality is down." (You can read all you can handle on the
term of office is only for a few years (in most churches). subject by picking up a book by Chuck Colson, for exThey simply can' t do the job like 'the pastor' can. We ample, or one of the research reports by George Barna, or
shouldn't expect them to try!"
the thorough and excellent study of American religious
There is no doubt that a preacher ought to be busy beliefs and practices entitled Habits of the Heart, written
pastoring the flock, tending to their feeding and their care by Sociologist Robert Bellah .)
as a representative of the Good Shepherd. But is it just he
With such profound societal and cultural transforma·
(or, in the case of multiple-staff ministries, "they")-the tion going on all around us, it ought not to surprise us
paid "professional"-who is to do the work of pastoring that many within the church have begun to think more as the
the flock?
world does than as Scripture would have us think. Not w ithThe Bible won't allow it! Scripturally, the elders are the out reason does Paul implore us not to "conform any
pastors of the church just as much as any paid, seminary- longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed
trained preacher. The elders themselves must understand by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to
that, the people of God must understand that, and the test and approve what God's will is ... " (Rom. 12:2). Such
church must shape its life and ministry accordingly. In penetration of worldly ideas into the church's way of
fact, it is a central thesis of this article that the raging spiri- thinking is especially evident in the way modem churches
tual infection within the fevered body of Christ that has have begun to think about the role of elders in the life of
left so many churches weak, flaccid, and ineffective can the church. Simply put, elders are viewed today in an
be traced directly to the loss of the Biblical understanding administrative role, as the corporate officers of the busiand practice of the office ofelder. As we shall see, the Bible ness known as "church such and such." In fact, many
assigns to the elders in each local church the awesome churches have even adopted names that reflect their new
duty to protect and secure the health of the flock. It also "insights": they call their elders "board members" or
speaks some of its most frightful judgments to the shep- " trustees." And, of course, along w ith the shift in em·
herds who fail in this assignment. If the local church fails phasis and the change of name comes a corresponding
to insist
obedience to this
sim-

prophets, with omst Jesus Himself as the chief cornerstone." This book is written to train and equip elders be-

cause to them is assigned the important task of caring
for the foundation. They must keep the church firml y

change of qualifying prerequisites for the job. Gone the
way of the DoDo bird are the spiritual qualifications for
the office of elder that are explicitly set forth in I Timothy
3 and in Titus 1. They have been replaced instead with
the teclmical "skill set" necessary to be an efficient corporate officer.

ACTS 20:17FF: ELDERS, BISHOPS,
OR PASTORS?
Recall, if. you will, my thesis. Elders are pastors, not
administrators. They are to care for the flock of the Good
Shepherd, not merely to "manage the affairs" of a corporate entity. Let's look at Scripture, specifically at Acts
20:1738. In this passage, we read Paul's wellknown farewell to the Ephesian elders whom he had summoned so
as to give them his final instructions (v. 13ff.) In this important passage, Paul uses several words to describe the
men to whom he speaks:
• in v. 17 he refers to them as "elders" (using the Greek
word "presbuteros," from which comes the English
words" presbyter" and "presbyterian")
in v. 28 he calls them"overseers" (from the Greek word
"episkopos;" in English "bishop/' the root word for
"episcopalian")
also in v. 28 he charges them to be "shepherds" (the
Greek word is "poimein," the word for" shepherd" or
"sheepherder").
Must we speak of elders.. bishops, or pastors, or should
we speak of elders.. bishops and pastors? Are there 3 distinct offices, or is there only one with three names? What
is important to note is the relation of each of these Biblical words to the others. Read the passage carefully. The
office (commission, authoritative assignment) is that of
elder (v. 17). The passage simply but significantly calls
these men" the elders of the church." A few chapters earlier, in Acts 14:23, we were told that "Paul and Barnabas
appointed elders for them in each church." (Also see Titus
1:5.) The point is clear: the apostles and members of the
early church viewed these men as "elders." The work or
duty of that office and of those elders holding it is described in v. 28 as the "oversight" of self and of flock
(" episcopos," from" epi/' meaning" on" or "over," plus
"scopos," referring to "vision" or "sight" [like "microscope" means"small vision"] ). Finally, the spirit, the character.. or, if you will, the heart with which the elders are
to do the work of oversight is that of "shepherd" (an
English equivalent is "pastor").
What may we conclude? The elders who oversee the
flock are the pastors of the church! The Lord's church is a
flock that faces savage wolves who would tear the sheep
and devour the lambs with the bloody fangs of false doctrine and worldly lifestyle (vv. 2930). Caring for that flock
requires diligent oversight and alert watchfulness. Yet the
oversight and watchfulness assigned to the elders of the
church is a waste of time if it does not arise from a genuine and hearty caring for the flock. Pastoral careshepherding is never content with mere management
of livestock resources. It demands genuine concern and
love. Look at Paul's own example in v. 31. (For further
insights, read the delightful little volume by Phillip Keller,
A Shepherd Looks at Psalm 23.) Pastoral care demands the
involvement of the elder's total being in careful atten-

tion to the wellbeing of each individual of the flock. It
requires hearta shepherd's heart, one quite different
from the reluctant spirit and diffidence of the hired hand.
(Read John 10:1113 to refresh your memory of the profound and important difference between the two.)
In contrast, what we see in many churches today are
administrators. The senior pastor functions like a CEO
who "markets the vision"; the deacons (usually by committee) fulfill the corporate role of the CFO (Chief Financial Officer); and in such a modern corporate or business
model for the church, the elders become the Board of
Directors. To them falls the administrative responsibility
of setting direction for the life of the corporation. They
commission or develop a "marketing plan" for church
growth, and hold the CEO accountable for the implementation and success of that growth plan. They oversee and
direct professionallyrun fund raising programs for building or operations budgets. They delegate any and all pastoral duties to the professionals trained to handle such
contingencies.
All genuine followers of Jesus will agree that the church
must preach and teach the Word of God so as to evangelize the nations, incorporate them through baptism into
the body of believers by way of repentance, conversion
and faith, and disciple them thoroughly unto disciplined
Christian living. That's the mandate of the Great Commission in Matthew 28. When trying to fulfill the Great
Commission in our rapidly changing age, the church
meets new ideas, embracing some of them. Not all are
bad, either. The corporate business model, for all the criticism I level against it, often arises out of a desire for an
efficient use of the church's resources and a visionary and
purposeful approach to reaching Biblicallyassigned
goals. But efficient or not, goaloriented or not, it has come
at a high price; the transferal of her "pastors" to the new
department of" administration." And the flock suffers for
it.

I PETER 5:14: ORGANIZATIONAL
PASSION ORA WILLING HEART?
The pastoral character of the eldership is a theme not
only found in Acts 20. It is perhaps put even more forcefully in I Peter 5:14. "Be shepherds of God's flock that is
under your care, serving as overseers not because you
must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to
be." Here the radical difference between administering
and pastoring is most clearly seen. Administration is a
managerial function, applying resources to reach carefully
articulated goals. It is preeminently organizational and
intellectual. Pastoring, however, is a nurturing function,
involving care, demanding both strength and tenderness,
arising out of a passionate love for the wellbeing of the
flock. While good shepherding will involve the
shepherd's calloused feet (today bald tires?), his skill with
both rod and staff (both the ability to discern, and the
conununication skills necessary to challenge.. rebuke and
call people to repentance), and courage as he faces the
predators of the flock (willingness to make the tough calls
that generate cotton mouth" fear?), good shepherding
is preeminently a work of the heart, and depends greatly
upon the intimate bond between the flock and the shepherd as they hear and follow His Voice. "My sheep listen
II

to my voice; I know them, and they follow me" OeM
10:27). Pastoring focuses the flock on the voice of Jesusthe Bible as it shapes understanding and faith, and directs the flock to follow-to live in faith as the people of
God.
Before I close, I leave the reader with the following
questions. I challenge you to wrestle with them personally; let them stimulate you to self-examination and
church-examination in your local congregational setting.
If you are currently an elder, what occupies most of the
time you spend in your official duties: administration
(meetings, committees, organizational details) or
pastoring (meeting with God's people, praying with and
for them, admonishing them and instructing them)? Discuss with others how those time demands might be
adapted so as to reflect a more Biblical view of office.
If you are not an elder in your local church, think about
the visible work of the elders who hold office. Are they
involved in pastoral care, or is their visibility only that of
"meeting attender" or"committee member"?
On paper, make a list, based on Acts 20:28-31 and I Peter 5:1-4, of specific duties that arise from an understanding of the eldership as a pastoral office. Discuss this list
with others, comparing your findings with your perceptions of the practice of elders in your congregation.
Ask yourself whether you genuinely love the people
of God in your local church? (Yes, warts and all, lovable
and unlovable alike! Be honest, and admit it if you view
them more as porcupines or skunks than as precious
lambs.) H you can't state that you do, allow me to challenge you today to pray that God will forgive your sin,
and that God will grant you the grace to enable such love!
When I entered the ministry twenty-some years ago,
the most sage advice I received was from an old elder
who counseled me to "Make sure you love the people of
God. You might become a great preacher, you may become an astute theologian, you may have the skills to be
an effective administrator or church program manager,
but if you don't love God's people, they'll know it, and
your ministry will suffer." Sounds like he took it right
out of I Cor. 13, doesn't it?

\V\Vlhliallt \v\Vce lB~cei\V
What: About: -the
"Millenniunt"?:
An Int:roduct:ion
Camelis P. Venema

The title of a recent book, The Millennial Maze: Sorting
Out Evangelical Options,1 nicely captures the difficulty of
sorting out the differing views found among Christian
believers on the subject of the millennium. The person
who attempts to make sense of
these views faces a challenge not
unlike that of traversing a bewildering and confusing maze. One is often found going down a blind alley
or even coming to an abrupt stop,
but seldom does there appear to be
a clear way through to the exit. To
find a clear and direct way through
the oftentimes confusing and bewildering array of opinions on this
subject is a daunting challenge, indeed!
Perhaps some readers have had this experience already,
as we have been considering various aspects of the Bible's
teaching about the furore. But if the saying is true, lito be
forewarned is to be forearmed," it is likely that many will
find the subject of the Bible's teaching about the millennium especially challenging. Here we need to be reminded of something I emphasized at the outset of this
series of articles on the Bible and the future: staying within
the boundaries of the Scriptures; saying as much as they
clearly permit us to say but no more, is the only safe procedure to follow.
Due to the difficulty of this issue, I would like simply
to introduce the subject of the millennium in this article.
I will begin with a note on the meaning of the term, "milDr. Sittema, contributing editor ofthis magazine, is pastor of lennium," and then provide a brief retrospect and prosthe Bethel Christian Reformed Church in Dallas, TX, and au- pect of where we have been and where we hope to go in
tlwr of the book, With a Shepherd's Heart.
this series of articles on the millennium. I will then conclude with a description of what I regard to be the two
major types of millennial views and the four versions
found mQst often among Christ~n
believers.

THE TERM, 'MILLENNIUM"
When we speak of various "millennial" views, this terminology derives from a Latin word, millennium, that is
the equivalent of two Greek words which are used six
times in Revelation 20:1-7. This Latin term, like its Greek
counterpart, literally means a thousand years." Sometimes reference is made in this connection to chiliasm,"
a term which is a transliteration of the Greek word for a
"thousand" that is used in this Revelation 20 passage.
Millennialism or chiliasm, accordingly, are synonyms and
refer to the teaching about the thousand year reign of
Christ referred to in Revelation 20.
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Though this is not the place to consider the difficult future upon the first coming of Ouist and His return at
question of the meaning of Revelation 20,' the millen- the end of the age; and the biblical teaching regarding
nium or period of one thousand years in this passage the "signs of the times."
denotes a period in which Christ reigns subsequent to
There are a number of themes that have been promithe binding of Satan and prior to a "little season" of Sa- nentin our treatment of these subjects, themes which have
tanic rebellion before Christ's ultimate victory over His a bearing upon and intersect with many of the questions
enemies at the end of the age. When we speak of various which the subject of the millennium raises. For example,
millennial views, therefore, we mean to refer to various we have seen that the coming of Christ in the fullness of
interpretations of this thousand year period. Does it de- time was an "end-time event," a fulfillment of the promscribe a future"period in which Christ will reign upon ises of the Lord made to His old covenant people. The
the earth in a way that is significantly different than His I complex of redemptive events which coincided with
present reign at the Father's right hand in heaven? Or Christ's first advent-His death, resurrection, ascension
does it describe a circumstance that is presently realized and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost - mark
or about to be realized, one which characterizes the pe- off this present period of history, between the times of
riod between Christ's first and second adChrist's first coming and His return, as
the final epoch in redemptive history
vent? Furthermore, what is the nature of
this millennial reign of Christ? Will it be
prior to the consummation of all things
a period, literally, of one thousand years
when Christ is revealed at the end of the
age from heaven. Consequently, as we
duration, not one year more, not one year
less? Or are we to understand the milargued in an article on the return of
lennium as a protracted. period in history,
Christ, the second advent of Christ is,
during which there will be peace and
from the perspective of a biblical view of
prosperity, and the reign and rule of
the future, the last and concluding event
Christ will be almost universally acin redemptive history. It is, to use lanknowledged by the nations and peoples
guage I employed earlier, a "consummatof the earth?
ing event at the end of the age," one
It would not be difficult to multiply
which does not leave room for any furthese questions here. However, for our purpose we need ther expectation or additional events subsequent to it. 3
only note that they illustrate the complexity and range
Furthermore, in the articles we have just concluded,
of opinion held as to the meaning and significance of this articles dealing with the "signs of the times," we have
millennial reign of Christ. A further complicating factoIj seen that these signs are characteristic of the present age
as we shall see, is that Revelation 20 is the only passage in as well as the end times. Coincident with the Bible's teachall of Scripture that speaks of a "thousand year" period of ing that Christ's return at the end of the age will conOznst's reign. The meaning of this perplexing passage de- sununate the course of redemptive history, these signs
pends upon the extent to which it is interpreted in the mark off the entirety of this present period of history as
light of other Scripture passages, or it is allowed to stand one defined by the first and future comings of Christ.
on its own, teaching something that is nowhere else Each of these signs, though in differing ways, discloses
clearly set forth in the Bible.
the triumph of Christ's gospel and cause as well as the
Thus, when we address the subject of the millennium, . futility of all opposition to the proclamation and appliwe are addressing the subject of the Bible's teaching about cation of His Word by the power of His Spirit. They sigthe kingdom of God in the present and the future, espe- nal the present lordship of'esus Christ and the eventual tricially whether the millennium is a present or future real- umph of His cause in all the earth, whether they do so as
ity. It is not difficult to see that this is an especially im- signs of grace, signs of opposition or signs of divinejudgportant subject in the broader framework of the Bible's ment.
teaching about the future.
I mention these themes here because they directly bear
upon questions which will recur in our consideration of
A RETROSPECT
.
the subject of the millennium. No view of the millennium
To. il~trae
~e
i~portu:ce
of the subject of the mil- could be termed fully biblical, should it fail to do justice
lenmum m the Bible s teaching about the future, we need to these themes. For example, any view of the millento ~cal
by way of a retrospect, or backward look, the nium that relegated Christ's reign to some future point
in history could hardly comport with what we have seen
subjects that we have considered thus far.
So far in our considerati?n of the Bible and the future, already of Christ's present rule in history and His comwe have ~eatd
the f.ollowmg subjects: the ge~ral
blbli- ing triumph. Or a view of the millennium that treated.
cal teaching about history and the future of history; the the return of Christ as though it brought nothing new or
Bib,le' 5 te~ching
a~ut
the intermediate state, the state of promised nothing beyond what is already the case, would
believers m the penod betweendeath and the day of res- be equally suspect. A biblically responsible understandurrection; the central focus of biblical teaching about the ing of the millennium will have to be one which can be
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them and recognizing this will preserve some semblance
of simplicity in the debate regarding different positions.
Having distinguished the various millennial views into
A PROSPECT
these two major types, we may also note that each of these
Within the context of these biblical themes, as we have types has two primary varieties or versions. Among postalready developed them in previous articles, we will take millennial views, the two primary versions are aup directly the subject of the millennium. To orient us in millennialism and post-millennialism. 4 Among prethis enterprise.. we turn now to a brief prospect.. or for- millennial views, the two primary versions are historic
ward look.. of what lies ahead.
pre-millennialism and dispensational pre-millennialism.
In this next series of articles, I will be following a someIt would be tempting at this point to begin to explain
what standard approach to the various millennial views these terms and the versions of millenniallsm which they
that are representative and deserve consideration. In each represent. However, this will be our purpose in the arinstance, I will begin with a sununary of the position and ticles which are to come and so I will resist doing so. Here
its history (including some representatives) and then con- we need only note that these four millennial views are
clude with a general evaluation of the position. In addi- the ones we will describe and evaluate. In the articles to
tion to this general survey and evaluation
come, we will treat these four major
of these millennial views, there are some
millennial views in the following sequence:
features of particular views that will require
"All tlIC
historic premillennialism; dispensational
special attention. Here separate articles will
prernillennialism; postmillennialism; and
lIIillcllllial
be devoted to subjects like the .., rapture,....
amillennialism.
<'ie((15 ... eithcr
which plays such an important role in disFOOTNOTES
pensational millennialism, and the interpreregard tlIC .
1. By Stanley Grenz (Downers Grove, IL: Intervarsity,
tation of Revelation 20. Due to the impor1992). This book provides a good introduction to
111illellllilllll
to
tance of Revelation 20 to the entire dispute
the field of millennial views. Two others also prooccllr before or
respecting the millennium.. I will include in
vide similar surveys: Robert G. Gouse, ed., The
this series of articles dealing with the milMeaning of the Millennium: Four Views (Downers
after tlIC retll/'ll
Grove IL: Intervarsity 1977); and Millard J.
lennium an extended treatment of this pasErickson, Contemporary Options in Eschatology: A
o/Christ."
sage.
Study in tire Millennium (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker,
Though we will be giving attention in this
1977).
survey to a variety of views of the millenniwn, we will 2. I will devote one, possibly two, articles to this passage, at a later
point in our consideration of various millennial views.
restrict ourselves to the major views and their primary
3. In terms of language I will introduce at the close of this article, this
varieties. Those acquainted with this subject will underview calls into question any form of "pre"miJIennialism, that is, a
stand that it is simply impossible to do justice to all of
teaching that regards the kingdom of Christ as a reality to be commenced after the return of Christ at the close of the present age.
the details and nuances that surface in various discussions of the millennium. Our interest will be only to pro- 4. Astute readers (even some not so astute) may be confused at this
point by this terminology. One of these varieties of what I am callvide a broad survey.. a kind of map of the chief landmarks
ing the first major type, postmillennialism, has a name that sounds
and positions that have been taken on this subject.
like it hasno millennial view at all ("a" millennialism literally means
interwoven with the various threads of biblical teaching
that we have sought to distinguish thus far.
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TWO MAJOR VIEWS,
FOUR VERSIONS
There remains one matter of introduction to attend to..
before we take up the subject of these millennial views
directly. And that is an identification of the chief and rep I
resentative views which we will be describing.
In my judgment.. the simplest identification of the various millennial views is one which clearly distinguishes them

all as belonging to one oftwo major types: views which regard
the millennium as being established either "before" or "after"
Christ's return. All of the millennial views can be distinguished in these terms; they either regard the millenniwn
to occur before or after the return of Christ. Consequently..
there are two major types of millennial posi tions: those
that are postmillennial (post" because Christ comes after or postmillennium) or premillennial (" pre" because
Christ comes before or premillennium). It is important
to keep this basic distinction of millennial views in mind,
because this is the point of greatest divergence among

"no millennialism" or "no millennium"). The other variety has a
name that is indistinguishable from that I have given to the first
major type, of which it is one variety. This is confusing, to say the
least! My first defense, of course, can be anticipated: I began this
article by noting how confusing this subject can be. However, my
second defense is more substantial: this is the terminology that has
become" common coin" in discussions about the millermium. There
are two varieties of positions of those who regard the millennium
as occurring before the return of Christ; one is commonly called"amillennialism," the other is commonly called "postmillennialism."
For those who are still confused, I can only beg your indulgence
here and ask you to "stay tuned" until we take up these views and
the terminology associated with them in my forthcoming articles.

Dr. Venema, editorofthis department, teaches Doctrinal Studies at Mid-America Refonned Seminary in Dyer, IN.
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HOMOSEXUALS

FREEHOLD, NJ (EPJcitingthe Biblical account
of the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah as evi.
dence that homosexuality is immoral, New Jersey
SUperior Court Judge Patrick McGannruJed that the
Boy Scouts ofAmerica (BSA) can exclude homosexu_ .
als as scoutleaders.
"Sodomy is derived from the name of the Biblical
city Sodom, which, with the nearby city ' of
Gomorrah.. Was destroyed by fire and brimstone

rained down by the Lord because of the sexual fiepravity of their male inhabitants," ruJed McGann,
who added that "all religions deem the act of sod-

omy a serious moral wrong:'

McGann wrote, "It is unthinkable that in a SOCiety
Where the.re Was universal governmental eondem;"
nation of the act of SOdomy as a crime, that the BSA
could or would tolerate active homosexuality ifdiscovered in any of its members." Noting that homosexual sex Was considered a crimina] actin NewJer_
sey until 1979, McCann added, "The crinIinal law
has changed. The moral lawas to the act of sod_
omyhas not."

The ruling came in a challenge filed by James Dale,
an assistant SCoutmaster in the Monmouth Council
of the Boy Scouts, Who Was expelled after it became.
known that he is a homosexual. Dale argued that
the expulsion violated state diSCrimination laws, but

McCann said that as a private organization, the Boy
Scouts have a constitutional right to limit 'member_
ship.
"Men who do those criminal and immoral acts cari'

not be heJd out as role mOdels," McGann concluded.

A spokesman for BSA said Dale "knew very 'Veil
in advance what our values are" and added that
those values have been "very, very successful" fOr

the organization.

A similar challenge is underway in Chicago where
a hearing officer for the Chicago COmmission on Hu'
man Relations iSSUed a preliminary ruling
the Boy Scouts in September. Jeffrey Taren
BSA's daim that it is a religious organization arid
thus exempt from the city's human rights ordinance.
The finding came in a challenge brought by a fOf\ller
Eagle Scout who Was told he would not be hired by

BSA because he is a homoseXual.

Taren wrote, "The Boy Scouts' discriminatory employment policy is based upon the false myths that
profeSSional SCouters Who are homoseXUals will influence young men to change their sexual orienta-

tion and will pose a predatory threat to molest young
boys."
If the COmmission's final ruJing goes against BSA,
the orgaruzation will appeal to the COurt system.
BSA's firm stand against homosexuality has been
challenged several times around the nation, but has
always been upheld.
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plains how media antagonism backfired, generating
80,000 signatures for the Amendment 2 petition. The book
contains an episode in which news writers heartlessly
exploit the suicide of an AIDS victim, inciting dangerous
murder accusations against Colorado for Family Values.
A mediatouted" compromise" of Amendment 2 is exposed as just another ACLU / gay rights strategy.
The book unveils the ego battles plaguing CFV's
cofounders, and it explores the continuing internal debate over the use of gay behavioral statistics. It clearly
delineates how Oregon and Colorado took the nation's
gay rights temperature in '92, and it reveals what the news
media continues to concealthe key to the Colorado victory. In many instances, this book supplies the missing
pieces in the national conversation about gay rights.
Finally, GAY POLITICS VS. COLORADO AND
AMERICA sheds a frightening light on the perversion of
justice by Colorado's courts. Bransford describes the legal trap socially aggressive judges set for Amendment 2.
He furthermore explains why their rulings will eventually be reversed.
This is both a political howto, and hownotto; a hook
to send political correctness back to school. It relays the
hopeful message that in the end, the people will set the
standards of decency for America, not the courts, not the
media, and not the gay lobby. For anyone needing to
know the truth about what really happened in the
so<:alled "State of Hate," GAY POLITICS Vs. COLORADO
AND AMERICA delivers.

GAY POLITICS VS. COLORADO AND AMERICA: The

Inside Story of Amendment 2
$22 (cloth), 302 pages including photos, appendixes, and
endnotes.
Sardis Press (Box 11, Cascade CO 80809), 1994 Stephen
Bransford

Keen observers of the American scene are beginning
to understand that in 1992 Colorado handed the gay lobby
its agenda stillborn. The Washington Times called the unexpected passage of Amendment 2 the "brightest light
in an otherwise disastrous election year for conservatives,"
In GAY POLITICS VS. COLORADO AND AMERICA:
The Inside Story of Amendment 2, Stephen Bransford delivers the exclusive inside account of how a small
grassroots organization stood against the full fury of
America's cultural eliteand won. The narrative cuts
through the trendy arguments of social evolutionists, revealing that the heart of the amendment was not discrimination, but justice, fairness and moral freedom for
the private sector. Bransford looks at the gay boycott as
yet another example of the curious selfdestruction inherent in gay politicsa factor compassionate people on
both sides of the issue need to better understand.
GAY POLITICS VS. COLORADO AND AMERICA is
filled with facts totally ignored or missed by the news
media. It explains how in 1991 the gay lobby threatened
Colorado with felony harassment charges through H.B.
1059, creating the need for a protective law like Amendment 2. It contains the memo
revealing Governor Romer's
betrayal of the public trust in
his eagerness to overturn the
election. It reveals for the
first time how Amendment
Grandville.Ml 49418
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2 failed to win solidarity
-=:-..=:-'
from the religious right, even
though the news media continues to label it a religious
WITH A SHEPHERD'S HEART
fundamentalist" law.
Reclaiming the Pastoral Office of Elder
The book reveals the hyBy John R. Sittema
::} pocrisy of the media in cenm soring Amendment 2 comRevamped and expanded, this excellent guide for officehearers is now
~
mercials while making prime time
being offered by Reformed Fellowship. Published in paperback, this 271
g: available to the gay lobby. It also exo
page book will be available this summer for $8.00 per copy + postage.
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