Mar/Apr 2015 Dedicated to the Exposition and Defense of the Reformed Fa

heOutlook

www.reformedfellowship.net




Dedicated to the Exposition and Defense of the Reformed Faith

3 Singing in Jerusalem Rev. Wybren Oord

7  The Angel of the Lord (4) Dr. Harry Arnold

10 Eight Truths about the Lord’s Rev. Brian Najafour
Supper

11 Five Kinds of Hearers of God’s Wor&Rev. Brian Najafour

12 Nursery of the Holy Spirit — Mr. Myron Rau
Welcoming Children in Worship

13 A Catechism on the Holy Spirit (I) Rev. Daniel Hyde

17 Bible Study on Mark Rev. William

Boekenstein

25 Report on the Conference for Rev. Wybren Oord
Reformed Churches in Latin America

27 Choosing Leaders and Casting LotsRev. Shane Lems
Today

30 Crumbling Creativity Mr. Michael Kearney

33 The Next Generation Rev. Michael Schout

36 Christian Zeal Mr. Dave Vander Meer

38 If Christ Had Not Been Raised Rev. Wybren Oord

(ISSN 8750-5754) (USPS 633-980)

"Exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which
was once for all delivered to the saints."
—Jude 3

Journal of Reformed Fellowship, Inc.
Send all copy to:

Editor, Rev. Wybren Oord

PO Box 1191

Coalhurst, Alberta TOL 0VO

Email: editor@reformedfellowship.net
Website:www.reformedfellowship.net

Board of Trustees

Myron RauPresidentRev.James AdmiraaVice
President Rev. Corey Dykstr@ecretaryGaylord Haan,
TreasurerAgatha Lubbers, Vicar; Walt De Lange, Peter
Hoekema, Rev. Jerome Julien, Rev. Edward Knott, Don
Langeraak, Bruce Sterk, and Paul Wagenmaker.
Editor: Rev. Wybren Oord

Contributing Editor: Dr. Cornelis P. Venema

General Managean VanDyke

Business ManagerShellie Terpstra

Art, Design & ProductionJeff Steenholdt

This periodical is owned and published by Reformed
Fellowship, Inc., a religious and strictly non-profit
organization composed of a group of Christian believers
who hold to the Biblical Reformed faith. Its purpose is
to advocate and propagate this faith, to nurture those
who seek to live in obedience to it, to give sharpened
expression to it, to stimulate the doctrinal sensitivities

of those who profess it, to promote the spiritual welfare
and purity of the Reformed churches and to encourage
Christian action.

The publishers of this journal express their adherence
to the Calvinistic creeds as formulated in the Belgic
Confession, the Heidelberg Catechism, the Canons of
Dort, and the Westminster Confession and Catechisms.

Reformed Fellowship holds the copyright to all material
published in this magazine. All contributions represent

When Jesus entered Jerusalem on Palm Sunday there was singing i

the city. By the end of the week the people were shouting, “Crucify
Him!” What happened?

Dr. Arnold continues his study of the phrase “the Angel of the Lord”

in part 4 of his series.

Based on 1 Corinthians 11:23-30, Rev. Najafour employs 8 “C” word

to illustrate the Lord’s Supper.

Following the format of Rev. Najafour’s Lord’s Supper article, 5 kinds

of hearers are identi ed.

In this his latest book, Rev. Hyde explains why we should include our

children in our worship services. Read more about it in this review.

The rst of a series on the Heidelberg Catechism, focusing on the

personal and powerful work of the blessed Holy Spirit.

America.

Lesson 9: Ministry Around the Sea of Galilee, Mark 6:30-56
Lesson 10: Clean and Unclean, Mark 7:1-37

A report on the conference sponsored by CLIR for churches in Latin

Selecting leaders of the church by following the biblical route of

study, prayer, and wisdom.

world.

the personal views of the writers and do not necessarily
reflect the opinions of the members of Reformed
Fellowship, Inc.

Subscription Policy

The Outlook (USPS 633-988)published six times per
year (bi-monthly) by Reformed Fellowship, Inc. Annual
subscriptions are $25.00 per year in the United States;
outside the US, $33 per year (foreign subscribers please
remit payment in US Funds; Canada add GST). Unless
a definite request for discontinuance is received, it is
assumed that the subscriber wishes the subscription to
continue without the formality of a renewal order and
he will be billed for renewal. Anyone desiring a change
of address should notify the business office as early as
possible in order to avoid the inconvenience of delayed

delivery. Zip Code should be included. Periodicals postage

paid at Grandville, MI.

POSTMASTER:
Send address changes Thhe Outlook3500 Danube Dr.
SW, Grandville, M| 49418-8387

Advertising Policy

1.The Outloolcannot accept announcements or
advertising copy inconsistent with the stated purpose
of RFI. All advertisements and announcements must
be approved by the RFI board prior to publication.
We reserve the right to reject, edit, or request
resubmission of announcement text or advertising
copy. Books, pamphlets, or CDs to be advertised
are to be screened as to author and content prior to
publication of the advertisement, and such material
should not conflict with the stated purpose of RFI. We
reserve the right to limit the size of all announcements
and advertisements, and to limit the number of issues
in which they appear.

2. All advertisements or announcements are to be
submitted via email topresident@reformedfellowship.
netor to the business office at 3500 Danube Dr SW,
Grandville Ml 49418-8387, and must be received at
least two months before the publication date.

Considering the philosophical implicationsTbe Lego Movie
Why church membership matters.

Desiring to please God, to do His will, and to advance His glory in the

In this editorial, Rev. Oord looks at the signi cance of the resurrection.

3. Fees for B&Wigrayscale ads: $175 for full-page, $100
for half-page, $50 for quarter-page.

4. Fees for full-color ads: $220 for full-page, $125 for half-
page, $65 for quarter-page.

5. Fees for preparing artwork for ads (in addition to
advertising costs above) are $125 for full-page, $100
for half-page, $75 for quarter-page. These fees
are waived if advertising art is print-ready. Please
submit manuscript in an email or as an MS-Word.doc
attachment. If you have pictures or images, please
include as JPG files.

6. Preferred final file format for print-ready ads: High
Quality Print PDF.

7. Ad sizes specifications:

8.75x 11.25, trim 8.5 x 11"

Full page non-bleed: 7.25 x 9.75"

Half page horizontal bleed: 8.625 x 5.25"

Half page horizontal non-bleed: 7.25 x 4.5"

Quarter page (non-bleed) 3.5 x 4.5"

8. This Advertising Policy supersedes all prior policies,
resolutions, or other statements.

Editorial Office

Rev. Wybren H. Oord

PO Box 1191

Coalhurst, Alberta TOL 0VO

Email: editor@reformedfellowship.net
Circulation Office

3500 Danube Dr. SW

Grandville, MI 49418-8387

(877) 532-8510 Phone Toll-free in US and Canada
Business Mailing Address

3500 Danube Dr. SW

Grandville, Ml 49418-8387

Email: office @reformedfellowship.net

About the coverThe flowers have already appeared in
the land; The time has arrived for pruning the vines, and
the voice of the turtledove has been heard in our land.
—Song of Solomon 2:12



Rev. Wybren
Oord

Singing in Jerusalem

“Jesus entered Jerusalem and went to the temple. He looked
around at everything, but since it was already late, he went
out to Bethany with the Twelve.”

—Mark 11:11

0 you ever wonder why the greatedtoliness and astonishing ability,to be in uential over the crowds. Jesus
teacher of all time was so littlethe hum of business in town wouldwent to the crowds—ordinary people.
recognized during His ministry? hardly be hushed at his arrival. OnlyHe met with the humble peasants in
Why is it that the noblest Master toa few would come and listen to himGalilee and the loving children in
ever walk upon the earth was notpeak. Aer all, it is the women'sJerusalem.
widely accepted by those whom Hecurling championship this week, or
encountered? Perhaps our surpris¢he school’s big fundraiser is takin
would be lessened if we wouldplace, and Gospel Trio is in town.
put ourselves in the place of Jesug
contemporaries. Ei'he Welcome

In order to avoid false homage,
9YChrist came—and still comes today—
quietly. He does not come with peals
of thunder or as a national leader with
. - . a great army. His motto throughout
Suppose news came to your towr‘lo‘”. through His ministry there is His ministry seemed to be: “Shhh.

evidence that Jesus would have be

or city that in some distant place— Dontt tell anyone.”

. Icome if He had been quicker
say New Orleans—a child had beef] "¢ Weé . : )
born. It was so busy in the city'n His speech and arrived in a di erentPopular applause was suppressed.

; iti Natural enthusiasm was cooled. If
because of Madi Gras that the hote@anner: e people were awaiting th_e .
were all booked and a baby was bor£Storation of the theocracy, a kingthe people would try to take Him
in a stable. e mother had wrapped to rule over Israel and overthrow theb_y force and make _Hlm king as they
the baby iﬁ strips of cloth torn from Roman government. did aer one of His sermons, He

S . eparted and hid Himself from them.
her dress and placed her child in d Jesus had come with a band oﬂ the disciples saw a glimpse of His

manger. at would be a nice tidbit soldiers that He had gathered togetheélory as they did on the Mount of
of news to talk about at the co eeover the three years of His ministry;TranS guration, He would warn
shop for a day but nothing to loseif He had come announcing Himself,[hem to tell r’10 one. His miracles
any sleep over. as the One who would get rid of th ere generally perforr.ned with as few
en suppose thirty years later it Roman Oppressors, the’? they woul itnesses as possible, and those who
was reported that this child—now ahave cheered Him on with shouts OfW

dorati 4 deliaht ere blessed by Jesus would be told
man—was a traveling evangelist wh§doration and delight. not to publish it abroad. roughout

was performing marvelous works andOur Lord and Savior, however, didHis ministry Jesus avoided publicity.
e o e e . ot s <oy g, 01 e 112y of e st wesk o s

b € content with a worldly omage.”fe, however, Jesus wanted singing
couple of shermen, a tax collector,He never is. In fact, he turned awa

and some poor, uneducated men f th iest d the Phari H){n Jerusalem. e crowds had come
poor, ) rom the priests an € Fharsees. Ng,m all over the world to Jerusalem

Even though you may have read tha'i?fﬁtst?d to b%g‘ thelrtl)ght C'rilﬁs I?ir:h% celebrate the Passover. ey were
IME, rubbing €lDOWs with a ecoming to celebrate how Israel had
right people who thought themselves

he was a great teacher of unquestioner
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once been freed from bondage irThe People and lovers of peace. Abraham fought
Egypt. ey were longing for one esus entered Jerusalem on a co-? only one battle, and that was to
who would be able to free them onc%{I . ave his nephew Lot. e Jewish
again—this time from their bondagecOmin of 2 areat warrior. but a colt ®Messiah was to be a man of peace.
to Rome. symbog{ of or?e coming in’peace “Jsaiah had called Him the Prince
If only one would come, as IsaiahH _ of Peace. He would come with the
: ave you ever noticed that almostmarks of a man of peace—not on a
had prophesied, who could preach . . ) ) : . :
good news to the poor, give sight Svery na_tlon has incredible stoneqarancm_g steed w_|th trum_pets _blarlng
' bout their famous men of old? Mostor soldiers following behind him. He

the blind, and set the prisoner free. I . . -
only this Jesus from Nazareth would® &N history records the heroic eventscame meekly riding on a donkey.

give them some sign that His nam(-‘{o; msngft\/r\]/arér? 'T:Ogsﬁ;elzizad;{;]c rSomehow that symbol was lost on the
€ red, the Engls 9 Ucrowd. Excitement was running high

may be proclaimed. If only He would )
be willing to receive the crown thatand the Knights of the Round Table'in the city, as it always did during
In the states some of us grew up,

seemed to be His destiny. WEuch feasts as the Passover. e

learned about the military genius of . .
atural excitement was heightened by
On that rst Pam Sunday, Jesus wa&eneral Robert E. Lee and Generque procession, a strange, Impromptu

willing. He even arranged for His entryUlysses S. Grant. Who can forget th . !

into the city of Jerusalem. He sent outvords of General MacArthur, “I shall t%aradéa ththat.t wa_:, making its way
to a village for a young colt. When itreturn"? oward the city gates.
was brought to Him, Jesus sat on

and allowed a simple processional t
be formed. e processional increased
in number and enthusiasm as the
neared the city.

e crowds gathered, curious at rst,

i
(E y contrast, the Jews have as thebrut soon they were shouting and

early heroes men of peace. Abrahan), . , .
saac, and Jacob were lovers of Gr;%ngmg and turning the place upside

The Outlook #



down for Him. People were grabbingCertainly now He would make His The Paradox
anything they could get their handsmove. A er all, wasn't He the Messiah
on—tearing branches from treesthe chosen one of God? Wasnt H
and laying the clothes o their backsthe One who, with legions of angels
before Him—to form a type of red- would establish the kingdom of God
carpet entrance into the city. in Israel forever?

éb\nd then, the crowd grew quiet. e
only sound was a low murmuring as
they watched Him enter the temple.
ey seem to have kept one eye on
the temple and the other up to the
e hosannas grew louder and louder. Can you feel the anticipation? Do youheavens, because you never know
e green palm branches were waving get a sense of the excitement withigomething great is going to take place.
frantically. ey were shouting, the crowd on that Palm Sunday im d. en some more tim
“Hosanna! Blessed is He who comewhen Jesus entered into the temple-‘l.;;S:egaS;ee ) r:w afi)thi?l th(()a irc:wg
in the name of the Lord! Blessed is theose troubled, enslaved people, pn uneés regstlessness And then it
coming kingdom of our father David! groveling under the hated heel otaa enedlll '
Hosanna in the highest!” pagan emperors and their puppeth PP ’
L ) " .
Something was happening! Somethin overnors, had kept thglr faith all\_/etht happened? Nothing. Absolutely
. . throughout the generations for thisnothing happened. Slowly, one by
tremendous was happening! Laughing, . ;
. . very moment. is had been their one, two by two, a group here and
singing, and shouting, the crowd . L
: ope! is had been their inspiration there began to leave as the crowd
swept through the city gates anah .
; of worship! Jesus of Nazareth was thieegan to melt away. All that was le
nally stopped on the plaza in front of . o
the temple. One who would end the oppressionwas an ee_:rle_snence followed by an
and bring Jerusalem to new heights ofmpty feeling in the hearts of most of
Jesus got o the colt. Everyoneworld power. “Blessed is the cominghe people.
watched with anticipation. Some hadkingdom of our father David!”
seen the miracles and told others
Others had heard His teaching an

No story ever built up to a greater

J—|osanna! What a day this was! Whagnticlimax. Even the Gospel writer,
3;oy there would be in Jerusalem! Mark, couldn't get rid of the at taste

knew that Jesus spoke with authorit this episode le in his mouth. A er all

and not as the scribes and Pharisees.




the shouting, Mark ends the accountnemies” or “Turn the other check.”Christ did deliver exactly what He
of the triumphal entry with these Crucify Jesus. Aer all, who needssaid He would. We no longer need to
words: “Jesus entered the Jerusalemim? look for a King who will free us from
and went to the _temple. I_—Ie Io_okede truth of the matter is, you need Sgte_\ns bondage and remove the sin
around at everything, but since it was . within us. rough the sacri ce Jesus,
already late, he went out to Bethany = the Messiah, made on Calvary’s cross
with the Twelve” Jesus did not come to be king ovewe are no longer slaves to sin. He has
. . some earthly city in the Middle Eastpaid the price in full.
at's it. at is the whole story. . .

He did not come to establish a neV\(Ne celebrate Palm Sunday not

at was the e.nd of all the singing world power. He came to be King .

and shouting in Jerusalem. From the . . —because a king entered Jerusalem

moment Jesus entered into Jerusale of your life. He came to display His It Sund d
. us . u lE}ower, not over a Roman governmen N a colt one sunday years ago an

and did nothing, His future was : did nothing. We celebrate because

that would eventually destroy itself, . . .

sealed. Just ve days later the paIrBut over Satan. sin. death. and hell the King of kings died on the cross

branches would be palms of hands B ' " one Friday and did everything. He

slapping Him. e hosannas would We are not much di erent from those shed His blood for our salvation.

become hideous mockery as soldiergeople who shouted “Hosanna’ onwe worship the King who came to

would strike the blindfolded JesusPalm Sunday so many years ago anférusalem to establish a kingdom not

and ask, “Who struck you, King ofthen “Crucify Him” a few days later. on earth but in our hearts.

the Jews?” e crowds that applauded We, too, o en sing praises to God on

Jesus on Olivet call out for His deatiSunday but reject His Son as Lord and

a few days later. Instead of calling ouKing of our lives through our actions

for Jesus, they cry out for Barabbas. during the week.
Rev. Wybren Oord

Jesus of Nazareth could not delivere people in Jerusalem saw the is the co-pastor of Trinity
what they expected, so they cried ou¥lessiah go into the temple. ey United Reformed Church in
for His death in exchange for the lifethought He had failed to deliver what Lethbridge, AB, and the editor
of Barabbas. At least Barabbas hade had promised. Unlike the people i The Outlook

fought against the Romans soldiersin Jerusalem, we are assured the

Barabbas had never said, “Love your
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Dr. Harry
Arnold

The Angel of the Lord (4)

hen we search our subjectin en the Scripture records: “ e angel of the Lord was

the book of First Chronicles, we then standing at the threshing oor of Araunah the
come to the account of David Jebusite” (1 Chron. 21:15). We are also told that “David

. looked up and saw the angel of the Lord standing between
ordering Joab to ‘90 through heaven and earth, with a drawn sword in his hand
Israel find count the_number extended over Jerusalem” (21:16). Without hesitation,
of ghting men,” that is, those “David and the elders, clothed in sackcloth, fell facedown”
capable of warfare (21:2, 5). Note especially that it was the angel of the Lord that David
David’s command was repulsive saw. Further, it was the angel of the Lord who ordered the
to Joab, who was in charge of thisProphet Gad to “tell David to go up and build an altar to

: he Lord on the threshing oor of Araunah the Jebusite”

ffef‘sus' Of greater Concern_|§ thalI(21:18). David then bought the threshing oor from
this F:ommand was also eV!I In Araunah, built an altar, and “sacri ced burnt o erings
the sight of God; so he punished 4nq fellowship o erings” (21:26). In this instance also the
Israel” (21:7). erefore, God sent angel of the Lord acts with the kind of authority we usually
the prophet Gad to David and gavexpect from God Himself. And David reveres and fears
him three options for punishment:this angel as one would were he standing before the living
“three years of famine, three God. Surely we have here another reason to believe that
lrge angel of the Lord is one with God. In words that Jesus

months of pelng _Sr\:vekf)t.away befo applied to Himself we might say of this angel of the Lord:
your enemies, with their swords “l and the Father are one” (John 10:30).

overtaking you, or three days of _ _ _
When David was in great distress because of Saul's attempt

the sword of the Lord—days of \ i/ pim "he feared for his life. At the same time, we nd
plague in the 'a”(?" with the angel ya¢ he comforted himself with the assurance of God's help.
of the Lord ravaging every part |n psalm 34:7 we read, “ e angel of the Lord encamps
of Israel” (21:12). David chose  around those who fear him, and he delivers them. David
none of these options but instead knew that his God is “an ever present help in trouble” (Ps.
decided to cast himself “into the 46:1). We see here that David calls on the Lord, but it is

; the angel of the Lord who guards David’s safety. It appears
.hands of the”Lord', for his rTercy obvious, therefore, that the angel of the Lord and God
Is very great” (21:13). us, “the

., Himself act as one in their care of God's people.
Lord sent a plague on Israel,” and

thousands died at the hands of th&? Psalm 35 David calls on the Lord to avenge him of his
destroying angel. When the angelenemies. He expresses this wish for his enemies: “May they

be like cha before the wind, with the angel of the Lord
was about to destroy Jerusalem, griving them away; may their path be dark and slippery,
the Lord said to the angel, with the angel of the Lorgursuing them” (Ps. 35:5-7).
“Enough! Withdraw your hand.”  Once again, David speaks of the angel of the Lord as a very
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special angel, the messenger of Gog
vengeance upon Israel's enemief
Surely this angel acts as God Himse
in administering justice. Can He be
less than God Himself? | think not!
It seems clear, then, that even i
prayer, the angel of the Lord hold
a place of special signi cance in the
believer David’s mind. We should
have that same high regard for Hi
in our minds also.

e prophet Isaiah mentions the
Assyrian king's attempt to conquer
Jerusalem. Isaiah mentions the matte
from the viewpoint of the threatening
letter that the Assyrian commander
delivered to Hezekiah. In great fea
of Jerusalem's destruction Hezekia
prayed fervently to the Lord. In
answer to his prayer, the Lord sen
Isaiah to him with a message of hope
assuring Hezekiah that the Assyria
king would not enter Jerusalem but
would return to his own land. It is
in that context that we read, “ en
the angel of the Lord went out and
put to death a hundred eighty-
ve thousand men in the Assyrian
camp” (Isa. 37:36) Isaiah conrms
that the agent of destruction of the
Assyrian army was the angel of th¢
Lord. Clearly this angel of the Lord
functions in complete harmony with
God’s assurance to Hezekiah that th
king of Assyria “will not enter the city
or shoot an arrow here” (Isa. 37:33)
e angel of the Lord, as God’s equal,
carries out the will of God as the
agent of destruction. Certainly this
angel of the Lord is more than a
ordinary angel. He gives indication
that He is God Himself.

e prophet Isaiah also refers to
God's merciful acts of salvation
to Israel in lIsaiah 63. ere he
mentions that God, so to speak
su ered whenever His people su er.
In such situations we read that “the

“O king, live forever!

My God sent his angel, :

and shut the mouths

of the lions. They have :
not hurt me, becausel

was found'_j_l-’ﬁqocent in
his sight” =« %




angel of his presence saved thentlere the angel of the Lord, the fact thapraise God for His presence in our
(63:9). Because God sent His specitiie king saw His appearance “like dives through His Holy Spirit.

angel to lead Israel into the Promisedon of the gods” makes it seem likely . :
Land, it seems reasonable to identifyhat this is another manifestation “ter:g Iasn %T,?iﬁﬁléluiofieg?nﬁisﬁa
the “angel of God's presence” withof the angel of the Lord. At least H na se(?tion where God is reviewin.
that angel. Both angels engage inertainly acts in a manner Cor]Sis'[erﬁsrael’s sins, the Lord mentions thaqt
leading God's people and securingvith what the Lord would do in such he has a charde against Judah: he
their salvation. is is the very a circumstance. It seems fair to say, o Jacgb “a%cording o

issi i i that this is another example of the X .
mission the incarnate Christ came p ways and repay him according to

gis deeds” (12:2). en, tracing the
nation’s origin back to Jacob, it is
\While o _ stated: “In the womb he grasped his
| was with them, | protected them Another unusual happening in which brother's heel; as a man he struggled
: God delivers his people is recordedvith God. He struggled with the
and kept them safe by that name yoy, ‘npanje| 6. In this case, Daniel'sangel and overcame him; he wept and
?ha(;/eorr]r;e.dl(\)lgrr:]igatz bdeeesrtlrlljo;itoﬁxgifgllqw administrators  conspired begged for his favor’ (Hos. 12:3). Itis
that Scripture would be ful lled” against. him. ey persuaded th_e clear from this textthgtthe angel and
(John 17:12). erefore, identifying king to issue a decree that for thirtyGod are th_e same. It is also clear Fhat
the angell of. the Loro’l as the pre-days people should not pray tOJaco_b desired the favor, or blessing,
incarnate Christ seems fully justi ed any god exce.pt to the king aloneof this angel with whom he wrestled.
- . g Because Daniel continued to prayerefore, we can believe that this
by the S|m|_lar functions Wh,'Ch eaChto Israel's God, the administratorsangel is the same angel of the Lord
performed in behalf of God's peOpIepressed charges against him beforgho alone can be identi ed with

e book of Daniel records the the king. e king was bound by God and also impart God's favor to
amazing story of three Jewish merthe decree, which, according to thehose who seek it.
who refused to bow down andlaws of the Medes and the Persian :
worship the image of gold that kingcould not be annulled. erefore, the %O f?‘r in our study we have found

- : consistently that the angel of
Nebuchadnezzar had erected (Darking ordered Daniel to be thrown to i . )

) . : : e Lord is God's equal, acts and
3:1-11). ey refused to yield to the lions. Aer a sleepless night the caks with a similar authority as
the king's decree that all peopleking arose early and went to chec pod Himself. is concerned forythe
must worship this image. eir on Daniel to see if his God had . : )

. . . welfare of God’s people, and is active
recalcitrance was reported to thesaved his life. In answer to the klng?n causing God's will to come to
king, who urged them to comply with inquiry, Daniel responded: “O king, ful llment gLittle wonder, therefore
the decree. Because they steadfastlye forever! My God sent his angel,that the church sees in this anael a
refused the king's command, theyand shut the mouths of the lions. re-incarnate manifestation. of %ur
were thrown into a ery furnace. ey have not hurt me, becauselwasE . . )

. : C e e . ord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Praise
Aer they were in the furnace the found innocent in his sight” (6:22). e to His holv name
king noted that he now saw “four Daniel's deliverance was e ected b>p y '
men walking around in the re . . . God's angel, as Daniel reported to the
and the fourth like a son of the gods’king. Who but the angel of the Lord
(3:25). e king called to Shadrach, can be called “his [God's] angel” in
Meshack, and Abednego to coméhis special sense here? Aer all, i  Dr. Harry Arnold
out of the furnace. When all presentwas “his angel” that God sent to leac IS a retired minister in the Christian
could see that no harm had comdsrael through the desert and into  Reformed Church and lives in
to these men, the king himself saidthe Promised Land. Once again, thic  Portage, MI. He is a member of
“Praise be to the God of Shadrachangel is undoubtedly the angel of the ~ Grace Christian Reformed Church in
Meshack, and Abednego, who sendlord. No wonder Daniel praises God ~ Kalamazoo, MI.
his angel and rescued his servantfor His presence in the lions’ den.
(3:28). ough this angel is not called is angel's presence always secures

salvation for God's people. Let us

to do: “to save his people frompre-incarnate Christ caring for His
their sins” (Matt. 1:21). Jesus did thigpeople in the guise of the angel of th
perfectly, as He relates to the Fathdrord.

in his high-priestly prayer:
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Eight Truths about the Lord’s Supper
. Based on 1 Corinthians 11:23-30

The Lord’s Supper is a
1. Celebration

with thanksgiving: “and when he had given thanks” (1 Cor. 11:24a). If Jesus celebrated the Last Supper wit
gratitude to His Father, should we not also celebrate the Lord's Supper with gratitude tordekat He has
done for us? rough the nished work of Christ we have received eternal life.

2. Commemoration

of Christ’s death: “Do this in remembrance of me” (1 Cor. 11:24b, 25b). In the Lord’'s Supper we remember Christ,
speci cally His atoning death. Christ died that we might live forever.

3. Command:

“Do this” (1 Cor 11:25-26). It is an ordinance; thus, believers in Christ must participate in this sacrament.
A person who claims to be a Christian and constantly refuses to partake of the LgefssSliygng in
disobedience to God.

4. Consecration:

“Let a person examine himself” (1 Cor. 11:27-30). e Lord’s Supper is sacred. Hence we also call it the Holy
Sacrament or Holy Communion. For this reason God asks us to examine ourselves to make sure that we come t
the Lord’s Table with a clean heart—a heart cleansed by the blood of Christ.

5. Communion:

“When you come together” (1 Cor. 11:17-22). In Holy Communion we are given a special opportunity to
fellowship with our triune God and with our fellow believers.

6. Covenant:

“is cup is the new covenant in my blood” (1 Cor. 11:23-25). It is new in contrast to the old covenant. In the old
covenant we had only the blood of an animal; in the new covenant we have the blood of Jesus Christ—the bloo
that has the power to cleanse us from our sins.

7. Communication

of the gospel: “you proclaim the Lord’s death” (1 Cor. 11:26). It is an acted proclamation gb¢heHgos the
gospel is proclaimed not through the written word but through the sacrament. In the celebir#tieh.ord’s
Supper, the gospel of Christ is communicated to us.

8. Contemplation

of the coming of Christ: “until he comes” (1 Cor. 11:26b). While in the Lord’s Supper we speci cally contemplate
Christ's death, we also meditate upon His second coming. erefore, as we come to the Lleq'eTas

not stop at Calvary. Let us also look forward to Christ’s glorious return. e Lord’s Suppesrtaste of our

heavenly banquet with Christ.




Five Kinds of Hearers of Rev. Brian G.

Najafour

God’s Word

But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yoursedlses.

anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at his natural face in a mirror.
For he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was like. But the one who looks intb the perfe
law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his
doing. (James 1:22-25)

1. Mr. Blind.

He is blind and thus unable to see the spots on his face in a mirror. Others see his aws, but he cannot see them
because of his spiritual blindness. He is so blind that he calls evil good and good eviingensiivand is not
bothered by his sinful life.

2. Mr. Afraid.

He knows that he has some spots on his face but is afraid to look at them in a mirror. He is like a person who
knows that he has a health problem but is afraid to see a doctor for a checkup. Mr. Afraid cannaaditgeper
tries to avoid the truth. He does not want to be confronted by God's Word.

3. Mr. Self-righteous.

He looks at his face in a mirror and notices some spots, but he does not do anything about his face. He is self-
deceived. He deceives himself by thinking that he is good when in fact he is bad. He thinks that he is good enou
to go to heaven. When corrected to change his wicked behavior, he reasons, “I don't reregktdvbhneighbor

does, but not me”

4. Mr. Pessimistic.

He looks at his face in a mirror, sees his blemishes, and thinks that they are too great to be washed. Mr. Pessimi
knows that he is a sinner, but he thinks that his sins are too great to be forgiven. He dwells on his misery. He
despairs, saying, “I am too sinful to be saved.” Mr. Pessimistic needs to learn from the ScottistRobest

Murray M’Cheyne (1813-1843), who beautifully states, “For every look at self, take ten looks at Christ”

5. Mr. Wise.

He looks at his face, sees his spots in a mirror and cleanses his face—that is, upon noticing his sins through Goc
Word, he comes to God for forgiveness in Christ. He prays with the tax collector, “God, be mer@fud to m
sinner!” James says that this kind of person will be blessed (James 1:25).

Which kind of hearer are you?

Brian G. Najafouis the pastor of Dutton United Reformed Church in Caledonia, MI. He is the autihbedfery
Heart of PrayemReclaiming John Bunyan’s Spirituality2012),Jonathan Edwards$iis Doctrine of and Devotion
to Prayer(2013), an€hild DedicationConsidered Historically, Theologically, and Pastora(#014). He also
blogs atbiblicalspiritualitypress.org
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Children in Worship:Book Review

Pastor Danny Hyde previously wr
Jesus Loves the Little Children:
We Baptize Childrenpublished b
Reformed Fellowship, Inc. In t
his latest book, he explains
we should include our children
our worship services. It is a six
nine page book with three chapte
Children's Church or Children
the Church?, Children in Worship
Scripture, and Parenting in the P
Pastor Hyde writes in a style tha
easy reading and easy to underste

Most readers ofe Outlook ver
likely are members of a congrega
where children are routinely includ
in all worship services and are
sent to separate children’s activi
We may think then that this book
not pertinent for us. e publicatio

Daniel R. Hyde

The Nursery of the Holy Spirit — Welcoming BYa%Y7EL

Rau

author traces this modern concept to
the beginning of Sunday school in the
late 1700s. He states that this changed
thoughts about the place of children
in the church from worshiping terms
into educational terms. Examples
from both the Old and New Testament
are given to support children in
worship. A brief explanation of the
covenant and how it includes infants
and children is given.

Unlike many of us, Pastor Hyde did
not grow up in uenced by Reformed
teachings. An understanding and
appreciation of the Reformed doctrines
and practices came later in his life. For
an appreciation of the subject at hand,
he credits the church with which he
was a part while he was new to the
Reformed faith. Hyde also credits the

of this book was rst graciously generations observing what othersexample of his own congregation at
o ered to Reformed Fellowship by theare doing, begin to think that their Oceanside in how they accept children
author. It was felt for that very reasonchurch should be doing it as well. Inin their worship. He states that it is
there would not be much demandaddition, some of us may not approved en loud, causing him to preach even
for it among Reformed Fellowshipof young parents not sending theirlouder, but that the Holy Spirit will use
clientele. e subject of this book, small infants to the nursery during this in the raising of their children as
however, should also be of interest tehe worship service, believing that it istn example for generations to come.
us for a number of reasons. disruptive. Hyde's biblical assessmenyj, closing, Hyde says, “e children

Your children ask, or a visitor to also includes these covenant Ch'ldrerbf believers, therefore, are children
your church asks you, why we keepe emphasis of this book is that of the church and belong in the Holy
children with us during worship. public worship is the nursery of the Spirits most child-friendly nursery—
You are an elder, and someone asksoly Spirit. Hyde uses a quote frompublic worship.” is book is another
you to explain why your church Calvin'sinstitutes4.1.1, “ e church, excellent contribution by this author
keeps children with the congregationinto whose bosom God is pleased tworthy of our reading even though
during worship services. How dogather his sons, not only that theywe may already be practicing this in
we answer? is book will serve to may be nourished by her help andour church.

reinforce our understanding of this ministry as long as they are infants

subject, supported by Scripture asnd children, but also that they may

explained by the author. be guided by her motherly care until

is book also should be in the hands they_mature and at last reach the goe
of our younger generations for their Of faith.

instruction. History tells us that as Some pertinent historical information
time goes on, particularly the youngeron this subject is provided. e

Mr. Myron Rau

is the chairman of the board
of Reformed Fellowship. He
is a member of the Covenant
United Reformed Church in
Kalamazoo, M.
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A Catechism on the Holy Spirit (1) Ry anel R

“Reformed theo|ogy has . .. While we as Reformed believers and preachers may have given
- this impression in our age that is so dominated by Pentecostalism,

ended up creating a monster of the question is whether the fault lies at the doorstep of Reformed
theology that dampens the place theology itself. Arima facieeading of one source of o cial
of our passion and partnership Reformed teaching, the Heidelberg Catechism (1563), may

. " reasonably seem to give the impression that the Reformed
with God.* Jack Hayford, Christian faith lacks any emphasis on the Holy Spirit. A er all,
president of the International the Catechism speaks for itself as only one question and answer is

Church of the Foursquare devoted to the Spirit of God in it (Q&A 53):

Gospel, recently spoke these What dost thou believe concerning tHely Ghost?

words about what he sees as First, that he is co-eternal God with the Father and the Son.
. . Secondly, that he is also given unto me, makes me by a true

the_ inevitable results of the faith partaker of Christ and all his bene ts, comforts me, and

beliefs of Reformed churches. shall abide with me forever.

His thought is not uncommon is seeming lack of emphasis has even led one within the
in evangelical circles today, as Reform_ed circle, Eugene Heideman, to c_onclude tha’_t in the '

) .. Catechism one nds, only the barest outline of Christian teaching
this Reformed pastor can testify apout the Holy Spirit . . . the Catechism's discussion of the
aer hearing |itera||y hundreds doctrines of the Holy Spirit and the church is de cient for our day,

. - in that the biblical concept of evangelism and mission as being

of visitors to my congregation essential to the ministry of the Spirit and the life of the church is
say Reformed churches are cold, absent?

lifeless, dry, and dead. Perhaps As one who has come out of Pentecostalism to be an inheritor of

it is because of our lack of the theology of John Calvin, | hold that it is vital that we recapture
. . , our rightful claim as sons and daughters of “the theologian of the

preachlng, writing, and teaChmg Holy Spirit” if we seek to minister the precious Reformed faith to

on the person and work of the  those who come to us in uenced by Pentecostaliés Sinclair

Hon Spirit that we have been Ferguson says about the Reformed emphasis on the Holy Spirit,

. ., “‘Indeed Edmund Campion, the famous Jesuit missionary to
called the “frozen chosen.” Our  gngland, said on one occasion that the great dividing line between
seeming timidity toward the Rome and Geneva lay along the axis of the doctrine of the person

s and work of the Holy Spirit’ We need to recapturr doctrine
HOIy Splrlt is what Hanord and emphasis upon the Holy Spirit, then, in order to counter
has picked up on, saying our the claim that our theology dampens a personal relationship
theology causes our passion with Jesus Christ. One way to make a beginning of doing this is
. . by examining the theology of the Holy Spirit in the Heidelberg
and partnership with God t0 be  catechism, as an ecclesiastical document of Reformed churches
dampened. across the worl.

PR,
=i i
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Only a Bare Outline? e eme (Q&A 1) and die happily?” e answer, like
. , ) i answer 1, is a classic in Reformed
Heideman's thesis stated above iguestion and answer 1 give thecatechetical literature:  ree things:

incorrect for at least two reasonsgverall theme of the Catechism aFirst, the greatness of nsin and
First, the Heidelberg Catechismpeing the Christian comfort derived misery. Second, how | amedeemed
is an ecclesiastical document thafrom the triune God: the work of from all my sins and misery. ird,
was intended to be a curriculumjesus Christ, the providential careyow | am to behankful to God for
for children, a basis for catecheticabf God the Father, and the work ofsych redemption?

preaching, and a form of unity for the Holy Spirit in assuring believers _ _
a region beset by theological andf eternal life and producing within QUEStion and answer 2 give the

political strife! A document such them heartfelt gratitude. overall structure of the Heidelberg
as this cannot be expected to say all ) o CateCh|Sm, as we will examine below.
there is on any given Subject’ nor What IS thy Only comfort in life As Heidelberg Catechism scholar
can we expect a Sixteenth_century and in death? Lyle Bierma has demonstrated, this

document to answer or anticipate all at I, with body and soul, both ~ threefold division of our knowledge
of our modern theological questions. in life and in death, am not my ©f our guilt, Gods grace, and our
Second, and more importantly for the own, but belong to my faithful ~9ratitude was a part of “the common
purposes of this essay, Heideman's Saviour Jesus Christ, who with Stock of Protestant theologyHow
thesis is incorrect because the his precious blood has fully do_es this relate to the purpose of this
person and work of the Holy Spirit satised for all my sins, and article on the Holy Spirit? As a part
are integrated into the overall redeemed me from all the power ©f theé common stock of Protestant
structure and essential content of of the devil; and so preserves me doctring, this common division had
the Heidelberg Catechism. Although that without the will of my Father @t least one contemporary expression
we would have serious issues with in heaven not a hair can fall from N €odore Bezas Altera brevis dei
his overall theology, this feature of my head; yea, that all things must CONfessio(l559), according to Walter
the Heidelberg Catechism has been work together for my salvation. Howeg. In his Confession, Beza
recognized even by Karl Barth, Wherefore, by his Holy Spirit, he described thls threefold kn_owledge
who said, “One may say that it is also assures me of eternal life, andthat_ the H_eldelberg Catechism uses
distinctively a theology of the third makes me heartily wiling and @S its outline as the threefold work

article, a theology of the Holy Spifit”  ready henceforth to live unto him. ©f God the Holy Spirit e entire
(emphasis added) Christian life, then, is one in which

As we look closer at what the _ _ the Holy Spirit works in us to convict
Heldelberg CateChlsm SayS abOUte ChI’ISt-Centel’edneSS OfthIS answer us Of Sin’ apply to us the grace Of Jesus

the Holy Spirit, we will see that it isis evident. What is so interesting ischrist, and create heartfelt gratitude
a pastoral exposition of the Spiritsthat because we belong to Christyjthin us. As we will see below, within
work.® From its beginning to its end, among other thingstis Holy Spirit  these three sections of the Catechism
the Holy Spirit is described in His assures us and makes us ready to liyge Holy Spirit is essential throughout.
person as well as work, in relation tdfor Him. e conclusion, then, is that _

Christ, the believer, and the chuféh. the Holy Spirit is of the very essenc@Uilt (Q&A 3-11)

The Spirit and the Overall of the Heidelberg Catechism's themeyo \ o move into the body of the

. of our Christian comfort in Christ. : : :
Structure of the Catechism . Catechism, question and answer 8 bring
Apart from the Holy Spirit we would home the all-too-real predicament the

In this essay, | want to recognize théave no comfort. Holy Spirit reveals to us, that we are

comprehensiveness of the Holy Spiritg o, yjine (QgA 2) “wholly unapt to any good, and prone
in the Heidelberg Catechism in light to all evil” e way out of this situation

of it macrostructure. Far from being Question and answer 2 are groupeg guilt and misery (Q&A 3-11) is to
a bare outline or a cold theology thatwith question and answer 1 as Lord'$e “horn again by the Spirit of God”"
dampens our passion for Jesus ChrisDay 1 of the Catechism, and so it oWsHere the Catechism draws upon Jesus’
we see that the Spirit lls the entireout of what was just said. Becausgymiliar double entendre about the
Catechism, and hence, our entireour comfort in Christ is the theme, work of the sovereign Spirit to cause
faith. the next question asks, “How manyys to be born again/born from above
things are necessary for thee to knowgohn 3). Apart from the Holy Spirit,
that thou in this comfort mayest live not only would we not be convicted of
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sins but also we would have no abilitforgiveness of sins, the resurrection he may be glori ed through us;
to escape them. of the body and the life everlasting” then, also, that we ourselves may
are all the benets of Jesus Christ be assured of our faith by the
Grace (Q&A 12-85) bestowed upon believers by the work fruits thereof, and by our godly
Furthermore, those to whom the of the Holy Spirit> walk may win our neighbors also
Spirit of Christ gives this new birth arepnended to the section about grace © Christ. (Q&A 86; emphasis
also given true faith. Not surprisingly,in the Heidelberg Catechism, which added)
the Heidelberg Catechism emphasizeg,cyses on an exposition of theWithin this section are exposited the
that it is the Holy Spirit who createsangsiles’ Creed, is an explanationfen Commandments and the Lord's
this faith in us, according to questionyf the means of grace (Q&A 65-Prayer. e Holy Spirit is central to
and answer 21 82), preaching, and the sacramentsghis section on gratitude, as well. He
What is true faith? In another article we will haveis mentioned in the key summary
opportunity to demonstrate the question on the Ten Commandments
pneumatological focus of preachingin question and answer 115:
e ey W then, o God so
... strictly enjoin upon us the ten
: >~ as the work of the Holy Spirit in : AR
which the Holy Ghost works in creating and con rming faith in the commandments, since in this life
me by the Gospéfat not Only to people of God: “Since, then, we are no one can keep them®?
othe_rs, but fo me alsq, forgiveness - 4e partakers of Christ and all his First, that all our life long we may
of sins, evgrlastlng nghteo_usness bene ts by faith only, whence comes learn more and more to know our
and salvation, are freely given by s aith2 e Holy Ghost worksitin  sinful nature, and so the more
God, merely of grace, only forthe - heartshy the preaching of the earnestly seek forgiveness of
sake of Christs merits. (emphasis holy Gospel, and con rms iby the sins and righteousness in Christ;
added) use of the holy Sacraments” (Q&A secondlythat we may continually
e Catechism goes on to say that this 65; emphasis added). e Holy Spirit, ~ strive and beg from God the grace
faith believes “all that is promised ughen, reveals our guilt and applies of the Holy Ghost, so as to become
in the Gospel” (Q&A 22)—a gospelesus Christ through the means of more and more changed into the

It is not only a certain knowledge
whereby | hold for truth all that

God has revealed to us in his
Word, but also a hearty trust

“which the articles [i.e., the Apostlespreaching and sacraments. image of Godill we attain nally
Creed] of our catholic, undoubted 5 4t ide (O&A 86-129 to full perfection aer this life.
Christian faith teach us in sum” (Q&A Q ) (emphasis added)

23). us, faith is created by the work e nal section of the Catechism, ¢ strict preaching of the Ten
of the Holy Spirit, and faith has as itsdealing with our gratitude for the commandments has as one of its
object the work of all three personsoverwhelming grace of Jesus Chrisgnds stirring us up to a constant
of our triune God—the Father whois organized around the Personpeqging for the grace of the Spirit to
created us, the Son who redeemednd work of the Holy Spirit. Just asiransform us in Christ's image.
us,and the Holy Spirit who sancti esHe convicts of sin and creates and o o

us (Q&A 24). What is telling about con rms faith, so also He renews ug?S Well, the Spirits centrality in the
the intent of the primary author of a er the image of Christ in a life of t[hI.I’d secthn of the Qatechlsm is seen
the Catechism, Zacharius Ursinus, igratitude: in its opening question and answer on

that at this point in hisCommentary, Since. then. we are redeemed prayer:

o e oo e o from our_misery by grace ~ WhY is prayer necessary for
gy through Christ, without any Christians?

third section of the Apostles’ Creed ) . )
merit of ours, why must we do Because it is the chief part of the

in the Heidelberg Catechism. In the d works? X .
Catechism's division into  y-two good WOrks: thankfulness which God requires

Lord's Days, the holy catholic church, Because Christ, having redeemed ~ ©f Us, and becausgod will give
communion of saints, and forgiveness us by his bloodrenews us also NS grace and Holy Spirit only to
of sins go together. In commenting by his Holy Spiritaer his own such as earnestly and without
on all the clauses in the third section image, that with our whole life ~ €€asing beg them from him and
of the Creed, he says “a holy catholic we may show ourselves thankful ~ "€nder thanks unto him for them.
church, the communion of saints, the to God for his blessing, and that ~ (Q&A 116; emphasis added)

AT T #
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Conclusion 3. Eugene P. Heideman, “God the Holy 13. Lyle D. Bierma, “ e Sources and
Spirit,” in Guilt, Grace, and Gratitude: A eological Orientation of the Heidelberg
In understanding this macrostructure Commentary on the Heidelberg Catechism, Catechism,” iPAn Introduction to the
; ; d. Donald J. Bruggink (New York: e Half = Heidelberg Catechisexq. Lyle D. Bierma,
of the Heidelberg _Catechlsm, we h_avﬁlloon Press, 1963), 112. Texts and Studies in Reformation and Post-
seen that the Heidelberg Catechism Reformation ought (Grand Rapids: Baker,

: : ; ; 4, B. B. War eld, “John Calvin: e Man and .
is far from being an insu cient, bare His Work” in Calvin and Galvinisme 2005), 86; cf. Paul Althaus, eology

outline of the person and work of theWorks of Benjamin B. War eld, ed. John E. of Martin Luthertrans. Robert C. Schultz

Holy Spirit, and is even further from Meeter, 10 vols. (1932; New York: Oxford (Philadelphia: Fortress, 1966), 272-73.

being a damp theology, because thidniversity Press, 2000), 5:21. 14. Cited in Bierma, “Sources and eological
S . . . Orientation of the Heidelberg Catechism,

Holy Spirit is the source of Christian5.John Owen: e Man and His eology, 83. Bierma goes on to demonstrate that

comfort as well as our ConstantggbzR)Oti%g_VX Oliver (Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R, 51\ veqs thesis of this threefold work of the

experience of our guilt, God's grac€ Bpiri as found In E,ezaggg%s,owce of
. . i u techism Is incorrect
in Jesus Christ, and our responsé: For further study see Daniel R. Hyde, “e He€ldelberg La '

. . . P Holy Spirit in the Heidelberg Catechism”  because both the Augsburg Confession
of gratitude for it. e Heidelberg g america Journal of eologyl7 (2006):  (1530) and the Apology of the Augsburg
Catechism, by its overall structure211-37. Confessior(1531) contained this very same

- language (85); cf. Lyle D. Bierma, “What Hath
and content—a content that focuses |y p, gierma, e Purpose and Witienberg to Do with Heidelberg? Philip

on the WOI‘k Of the HOIy Spll’lt |n Authorship Of the Heidelb_erg Catechism,’.’ in Melanchthon and the Heide|berg Catechism,”
relation to Jesus Christ, in relatlonAg IEtrl()dSCan to th‘le' Heldelt(;egg (gateghlsm, in Melanchthon in Europe: His Work and
it i i . . ) ts and Studies in d Wittenbergd. Karin Maa
to the Christian, and in relation to £, -Y'€ »- Blerma, 1ex : In uence Beyond Wi 9 g,
Reformation and Post-Reformation ought  Texts and Studies in Reformation and Post-

the church—helps us recapture thgGrand Rapids: Baker, 2005), 50-52. Reformation ought (Grand Rapids: Baker,
personal and powerful work of theg Learning Jesus Christ rough the 1999), 108-11.
blessed Spirit in these “spiritual” daySHeidelberg Catechisimans. Shirley C. 15. e Commentary of Dr. Zacharias Ursinus
Guthrie Jr. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1964), on the Heidelberg Catechigrans. G. W.
25; cf. Phil Butin, “Two Early Reformed Williard (1852; Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R, 1985),
1. Tim Sta ord, “ e Pentecostal Gold Catechisms, the regfold Oce, anq the 220.
Standard,Christianity Today}9:7 (July Shape of Karl Barth's_eologyScottish
2005): 26. Journal of eology44:2 (1991): 209-13.

m2. Cf. Fred H. Kloostef Mighty Comfort

2. All references to the Heidelberg Catechis . 2
(Grand Rapids: CRC Publications, 1990), 59.

are from e Creeds of Christendongd.

Philip Scha,, rev. David S. Scha (1931; 10, Cf. Klooster Mighty Comfort59; Rev. Daniel Hyde
Grand Rapids: Baker, 1996), 3:307-55. Appendix 4a, 4b, 5; Fred H. Kloos@yr is the pastor of Oceanside
Only Comfort?2 vols. (Grand Rapids: Faith United Reformed Church in

Alive Christian Resources, 2001), 2:660, 674
11. Scha Creeds3:307-8.
12. Scha Creeds3:308.

Oceanside, CA.

amaZon
You shop. Amazon gives.

Former pastors will be conducting the

Shop Amazon and support Reformed Fellowship. services on June 21 and June 28.
Amazon will donate .5% of every eligible purchase to help fund continuedYou are also Invited to join in a celebration
publishing &he OutlodReformed books & Bible study materials. dinner on June 24 at 6:00 P.M. on the

church property, with a program to follow

Go temile.amazon.consimply type in “Reformed Fellowship Inc” in the|
in the sanctuary at 7:00 P. M.

charitable organization section to sign up, and start shopping!
An RSVP is necessary for the dinner and

must be made by May 14, please either
email : helmholdt.amanda@gmail.com or
phone (616) 813-8531.

Handicap assistance will be provided.
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Bible Study on Mark Rev. William

Boekestein

Lesson 9: Ministry Around the Sea of Galilee
Mark 6:30-56

The Bible warns against eating theehoose the things we want to say twas said, is spiritual not physical. It
food of a stingy man. “He is the kindthe Lord. Sometimes we are reluctanhas been convincingly argued that
of man who is always thinking aboutto become too transparent. How o ena neo-Gnostic neglect of the body is
the cost. ‘Eat and drink, he says to yowlo we forget that “God [will] search pervasive among Christians today. By
but his heart is not with you” (Prov. this out for He knows the secrets ottontrast, “a renewed understanding
23:6-7). Sadly, many people view Gothe heart” (Ps. 44:21)? of our full-orbed creatureliness, with

as such a stingy man. ey doubt that due place given to the body, will

God wants them to be happy. ey i; d(;?f;ﬁfj Oe;lssoirrifurgllngorzj\?eg a:ir(])i produce safety, piety, productivity,
[ P P "and creativity® We glorify God in

blessings only to snatch them just jé(())v(;/ ic;er(lj o(ijnc; V\Ilr? gﬂ:( ﬁl\?eosq,t V\X/hha;tour bodies, which are the temples
quickly from their hands. ey insist . .. . - of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 6:19-20),
that God is tiaht- sted with His ai distinguishes our conversations from heduling tim f rest and
atodis ight- sted wi IS9'S- those of unbelievers should be mong’y scheduling times o rest a
e second half of Mark 6 destroys than the omission of vulgarity. God relaxation a_nd Iearnl_ng t0 say no to
any such notion of God. is at work in the lives of His Ch”dren.unnecessarlly wearying demands.
, , hether He is leading us through us instructed, weary and hungry
Despite being shamefully treated b%/\éiritual deserts or gardens we havdisciples headed to one of the most

those he came to bless (Mark 6:4) Jesgomething to talk about. Spiritual deserted places they could imagine: a

continued to represent His heavenly ; " :
. . “conversations are not opportunitiesboat on the open water. ey intended
Father by laboring generously in :
: . for us to boast about our work. ey to cross over to the other side of the

the midst of those who dishonor - ) , . . X
o . . . are opportunities to point out God's Sea of Galilee to a city called Bethsaida
Him.! Despite their unbelief, Jesus_ ~ ° . > . .

- e persistent grace in our weaknesse&f. John 6:1; Luke 9:10). But like
tenderly ministered to His disciples. nd struggles. Talking about whatmodern paparazzi the enthralled
He was moved with compassion for((3‘30d is ggl% i.n our Iivges is :ne waycrowd “rar? trl?ere on foot from all the
vast crowds of people, even thougrt‘hat we canq‘consider one another iﬁities ey arrived before them and
they misunderstand His mission - &Y

(John 6:15). Christ's open hands an rder to stir up love and good works”came together to Him” (6:33).

heart reveal God as the “over owing Heb. 10:24). Jesus Teaches the Cro{8d33—34)

fountain of all good?® With their adrenaline running high o
aer returning from the battle eld, Jesus and His disciples sought rest but

Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand . ihe pustle of the crowds that hadound @ crowd. Can you imagine how
(6:30-44) begun to gather around, the itinerantYOU might have responded in their

e Disciples Report Baci6:30-32)  preachers might not have noticegsituation? Sometimes we just want

their need to rest and eat. But Jesy§ trn 0" for a while. We don't
e disciples’ excitement was palpable. did. “Come aside by yourselves tdvant to be called. We don't want to

ey had just returned from their a deserted place and rest a whileP€ Pusy. We want to recuperate. is
rst tour of preaching and teaching. He said (6:31). Spiritual activity,'S JUSt what Jesus sought for Himself
No doubt they had experienced bothas important as it is, doesnt cancefnd His friends. And, as mentioned,
encouragement and disappointmentour need to care for our bodies Sometimes this is necessary. Yet, when
ey had probably exhibited bravery Jesus teaches us that it is a spiritub]® Saw the crowd He was “moved
and hesitation. But like generalsdiscipline to eat and rest. ere was an With compassion for them” (6:34) and
reporting to their commander-in- old heresy called Gnosticiswhich Welcomed them and spoke to them
chief they told Jesus everything thataught the essential separation ofout the kingdom of God and cured
had happened (6:30). Like thesenatter and spirit. Because matter wad10S€ Who had need of healing” (Luke
rst disciples, modern-day disciples essentially evil (and spirit essentially?-11; NIV)-

need not keep anything from Jesusgood) what happens in the body isyhat was it that moved Jesus to set
Sometimes in our prayers we pick angf no importance. Christianity, it aside His own physical and mental
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well-being for the crowds? He saw
them as sheep without a shepherc
e Jewish religious leaders were
not leading the people to the greer
pastures of God'’s grace. Instead they-
not unlike some ministers today—
emphasized a system of religiou
duties. As the good shepherd Christ’
heart went out to these lost sheeg
Moved with compassion, He begar
to teach the gospel. e gospel is still
a window into Jesus’ compassionat
heart. It tells us that God knows our
weaknesses and our sins, yet He tak
pleasure in saving sinners (Ezek
33:11).

e Miraculous Feeding(6:35-44)

As the crowd listened to Jesus
the disciples grew increasingly
uncomfortable. How were they going
to feed the countless thousands wh
had gathered (Matt. 14:21)? Showin
a truly miserly spirit the disciples
wanted to send the people away fo
food. ‘Aer all they thought, “we

didn't ask them to come here. We
certainly don't have to feed them.

How oen do we take that Samecalcul_ated the cost. Christ waspraying z_;lbout on the mountain. But,_
b e i .&eachlng them to count the cost,considering that Jesus could see His
approach o ‘outsiders™ Jesus di realize that it is more than they candisciples “straining at rowing” against
not consider it extravagant to care a IZand t rln Ito Him for hel ye di curI:; winds, we gr]1ave eveEJ ré:’ason
for the physical needs of the crowd Y, u P- . ' Y .
act that Jesus would shortly repeato believe that He was praying for His
even though many of them were there,_.” . : e , .
: his miracle of a great feeding (Markdisciples’ apparently futile struggle.
only to be entertained. Even though_ ) . ’ i
8:1-10) shows us His commitmentJesus was preparing His students
they would eventually demand thatto open closed eyes and so en hardor another lesson. He had made
He be cruci ed, he fed them. Rather P y '

. earts (8:18). them get into the boat and go to the
than seeing the crowds as a problerrp, other side (6:45). en. being God,

Jesus saw them as an opportunityA er the magnanimous feeding,\]esui|e caused th t wind t i
to showcase Gods superabundanimmediately dispersed the crowd, . use © grea wind o pre“val
provision. God’s people need to learrperceiving that they were aboutagamSt the? (6:48). John Says, q N
from Jesus to do the same. to forcibly make Him a king, and E?o?/viillrg;)"si]oﬁrfag'slz)a I\?I;E')[?r;[evv\\l/msa)xas

scaped to the mountain alone to pra t “the boat was now in the middle

Jesus also fed the crowd to test th%ohn 6:15). Jesus was, as the crow
faith of the disciples (cf. John 6:6). 0 ’ of the sea, tossed by the waves, for the

they acknowledge it would cost Zoqscgj?:%?ncéeidr;totrtwg \S\?oerlg'rczggﬁ:l Vgh&)lswind was contrary” (Matt. 14:24). But
denari—more than half a years L

. . . the whole time, Jesus was watching
wages—to feed everyone prese IRut this was nglther the time nor thethem in intercessory prayer!
) . manner in which He would reveal
(Mark 6:37). What was Jesus calllng:. s , . .
o is glory. Jesus sent His disciples ofouldnt Christ's intercession change
them to do? e disciples were 7 ) o
; : Lo ahead to meet Him in Bethsaitla. the way we look at life’s challenges?
still learning that Christs call to Children of God can have con dence
discipleship stretches His followersjesus Walks on Water (6:45-52) that Christ is watching them from
beyond their natural abilities, g

demanding us to depend on Him. Jesus Alon@:45-47) the throne of heaven as they battle

o ) against a barrage of temptaticn
e disciples despaired when they park doesnit tell us what Jesus w. J J P

afis loving providence God leads His
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; «i« . engage the dark spiritual realm for the
" sake of entertainment. Horror movies

and other dark arts cater to the same
sort of superstitious fear with which
the disciples seemed to be lled. With
Martin Luther, we must face the devil-
lled-world with the perspective of a
warrior, not a spectator.

And though this world with devils
lled should threaten to undo us,

We will not fear, for God has willed
His truth to triumph through us.

e prince of darkness grim, we
tremble not for him;

His rage we can endure, for lo, his
doom is sure; one little word shall fell
him.

Second, the disciples responded to
Jesus’ presence with fear because
their hearts were hardened (6:52).
Even aer Jesus urged them not to
be afraid, and aer He had calmed
the wind, “they were greatly amazed
in themselves beyond measure,
and marveled” (6:51). Mark adds

children into trying circumstances remember, Jesus had no need to wafRiS comment: “For they had not
even as Jesus was “led by the spitit the boat; He was doing just neunderstood about the loaves because
into the wilderness, being temptedwalking on the water! He walked neath€ir heart was hardened” (6:52). e
for forty days by the devil’ (Luke the boat to encourage the discipledlisciples” hard hearts prevented them
4:1-2). At the same time, “the Lordwith His presence. He could well havdfom grasping the signi cance of the
knows how to deliver the godly out ofwalked past the boat guiding it to theloaves. What does this mean? ey
temptations” (2 Peter 2:9). With thatshore through the storm. fa{':ﬁdcao_ l:nderlstalrgd tt‘r?t In Eumlpn
knowledge Christ always prays (Heb._ . . _ wi nst we lack nothing. Earier
7:25) for His children to resist sin, e Disciples Are Amazed6:49-52)  they were concerned about their
and that their “faith should not fail" you might think that the sight of their |26k Of food. Now they were terri ed
(Luke 22:31). Whether God's childrensavior walking toward them would about their lack of security. ey had
wrestle with sexual sins, dicult | the disciples with hope. Instead, "°t et leamed that Jesus meets every
doctor's appointments, or disobedientthey “cried out . . . and were troubled"need of His children. Nonetheless, as

children, Christ is praying for them. (6:49-50). In order to understand WhyWiIIiam Hendriksen points out, the

. : hardness of the disciples’ hearts needs
A Miraculous WalK6:48) the disciples respond with fear we ISCIp

need to know two things about them.©© be distinguished f“’”.‘ t_he har_d-
Again, Jesus is moved by compassidfirst, they were superstitious; therartedngss of the gnbellevmg scribes
for His hurting children. He waited had an irrational fear of the unknown.and Pharlsee’s._Behevers can haye
long enough for the disciples to realizesranted, it's very unusual to see thfard. hearts owing to Iapses_ in faith.
that they strained against the windshape of a man walking on the wate n th'? copnectlon, Matthew includes
in vain. en, “He came to them, but why should the disciples assum e.tersfalled attempt to walk on water
walking on the sea, and would havehe worst? Why did they not rather c_)lll_ustrate that not only Peter, but_aII
passed them by” (6:48). at sounds assume that it was an angel of God, |_s,C|pIes, are at times people of little
strange, doesnt it? Why would Jesusot Christ Himself? Given the natural aith, _prone, to doubt (Matt. 14:31).
walk by His disciples in their momenttendency to superstition that we shareUnpellevers hard hearts are not
of need? Scripture doesn't answer. Butyith the disciples, we should refuse @WIn9 to a temporary lapse in faith
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but to the obstinacy and hatred withwe see the simplicity of sincere faithGod. But when we understand that
which they reject Christ. To beg implies several things. FirstJesus Christ is the “express image” of
, , - it implies a great desire. We don'tthe person of God (Heb. 1:3) we get
:/r\]/ghog](;?z:;lg’ tshe?tg:scéﬂgﬁgreﬂlc?ﬁééeg for things about which we area completely di erent picture of God.
land of Gennes:;lret agre ion south 0| dierent. Sometimes Jesus askedn Christ, we see a God who meets our
Capernaum. B ;1 delgi]verancue " hose He met, “Do you want to beneeds with spectacular su ciency. He
L rF()j ] ui ' Iy Suntin dt N fhade well?” (John 5:6). What mayis a God who is willing and able to be
thoeir r?aﬁjcr?g;ri/s continued 10 SO €N seem like an unnecessary question fsr us what we cannot be for ourselves.
' meant to test whether or not people
Jesus Heals the Masses (6:53-56) are really fed up with their condition
nd really desire God's help. Secon . Bethsaida, where the feeding of the ve
ral . . . . . ousand occurred, is only a few miles from
begging implies a great humility. capernaum.
ithout humility a great cure may
e just beyond our reach (cf. 2 King

What happened next should no longe
surprise us. Immediately upon landing
people recognized Jesus and beg%

to spread the news. An ambulanc . 93 David Murray.

: 11 . y, “ e Most Overlooked
industry had cropped up arounde.s'll 12) osewho are truly trusting Doctrine;” accessed December 8, 2014, from
Jesus. Men would run through the" Christ for all things needful are not http://www.christianity.com/blogs/david-

: : . he-most-overlooked-doctrine.html.
region announcing where Jesus haaoo proud to beg murray/the-most-overlooked-doctrine.htm
come. e people would immediately e second half of Mark 6 reveals 4 atJesus'disciples are said to be heading

S S - . . o to Bethsaida both prior to and following
carry their sick to that place. It didnta willing Christ. He is willing to the feeding of the ve thousand (Luke 9:10)

matter, says Mark, if the place was iteach—we must listen to Him. Hepresents some interpretive di culty. Darrell
the villages, cities, or country (6:56). is willing to care for our ordinary Bock suggests that Luke is referring to the

: . . “city in the tetrarchy of Philip, located on
Apparently, news of the news of Jesu hysical needs—we must trust |_hmthe northeast corner of the Sea of Galilee”

healing of the woman with the issue' | 15 WIing 10 COTION Our 18IS = whie Mark uses a generic name to rofer 10
of blood had gotten around (Mark b '

; il _(Luke,Baker Exegetical Commentary on the
5:25-34). ose who touched the is willing to heal our deepest hurts

we must be willing to beq Him for New Testament, vol. 1 [Grand Rapids: Baker
hem of Jesus' garment were madﬁel One of the cagricatureg of seriouBOOkS' 19941, 826).
well. But as in the previous example elipion i 2 commitment to a stern
Mark's pOi_nt is not that Jesus’ ClOtheg ru%ish God who is reluctant to help,G- William HendriksenExposition of the
were magical. He says that the peopr% . ospel According to Matkew Testament
« i i it and eager to punish. Maybe some Qfommentary (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1976)
begged Him that they might just . : y pids: , ,
us have struggled with such a view af63.

S2. Belgic Confession of Faith, Article 1.

g. Cf. Heidelberg Catechism, Q/A 31.

touch the hem of his garment.” Here

Points to Ponder and Discuss

1. Why does it seem pious to be always busy? How do we cultivate a piety of rest and refreshment
(cf. Mark 6:31)?

2. In what way is Christian teaching—whether formal or informal—a demonstration of compassion
(cf. 6:34)?

3. How does Mark 6:35—-36 speak to the practice of congregational hospitality?
4. What seems to be the main point of Mark 6:42—447

5. How does it encourage you to know that Jesus “makes continual intercession for us with the Father”
while at the same time He “governs us by His Word and Spirit, and defends and preserves us in the
salvation obtained for us” (Heidelberg Catechism, Q/A 31)?

6. What is the relationship between “fear” and “good cheer” (cf. 6:50)?
7. When is the last time you “begged” anything of God (cf. 6:56)7?
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Bible Study on Mark Rev. William

Boekestein

Lesson 10: Clean and Unclean
Mark 7:1-37

|n the Old Testament God instituted fault with the disciples for—of all cover their lack of true piety. e great
a distinction between clean andthings—failing to wash their hands indanger of religiosity is that one can go
unclean things (Lev. 11). But of whathe traditional way. As Jerusalem wathrough the motions—attempting to
use is this distinction to us today? Irthe capital of the Jewish religion thisplacate God with sacraments, church
Mark 7 Jesus applies this importancriticism provides sad commentaryattendance, tithing, and so forth—
biblical teaching to His hearers. Inon the legalistic bondage (cf. Gal. 4:258)hile wandering far from Him. John
no uncertain terms Jesus says that @ind “slavish doctrine and worship Calvin put it well: “Nothing pleases
of us have become unclean becaugato which [rst-century Judaism] [God] that is not accompanied by the
of our de led hearts. e good news had degenerated.’e disciples had inward sincerity of heart’God calls
is that Jesus shows His compassioiecently traveled the countrysidehypocrites to de-mask by confessing
toward the unclean by making thempreaching repentance, casting outheir sins to God and others. God

clean. demons, and healing the sick onlycan already see behind our masks.
to hear the Pharisees say, “You don€onfession shows that we agree with
e rst half of Mark 7 (w. 1-23) wash your hands right!” Him about what He sees.

contains the last narrative describing
Jesus’ focused Galilean ministry. Jesug kind of washing prescribed by the Second, Jesus charges the Pharisees of
will be back in Galilee again but not ascribes and Pharisees wasn't meant tmeing legalists who teach “as doctrines
consistently as before. Itis telling, thentemove germs but to remove spirituathe commandments of men” (7:7).
that before Jesus exits Galilee, He @e lement. e Old Testament did ere is a great dierence between
subject to yet another attack from therequire people to wash a er becominglaw keepers and legalists. Legalists
scribes and Pharisees, this time ovareremonially unclean (Lev. 15:11)require what God does not require or
the issue of ceremonial cleanlinessrough the law God was teaching forbid what God does not forbid, and

is is the seventh such confrontation His people the principle of purity. But they make human tradition of greater
that Mark recordd Seven is the Bible'sthe Pharisees went beyond God's laweight than God. e Bible nowhere
number of fullness. Strikingly, in the and elevated their own law above Hiscondemns traditiorper seTraditions

next two narratives Jesus ministersnstituting special washings the Biblecan help keep us stable, keeping us
among “unclean” Gentiles. never required; it is “the tradition from making crazy mistakes on a
of the elders” that the disciples hadvhim. But they can also blind us from

The Source of Uncleanness undermined(7:3, 5)2 Jesus’ responseGod’s will, keeping us from exploring

(7:1-23) is scathing and should cause us talternatives to our well-worn paths.
In this confrontation with the closely evaluate our understandingn an honest moment irFiddler on
Pharisees Jesus rst publicly expose@nd use of tradition. the RoofTevye says, “Because of our
their hypocrisy. In so doing He jesus' Response (7:6-23) traditions every one of us knows who
provides opportunity for us to he is and what God expects him to
examine ourselves and to repent ofnstead of simply defending hisdo.” erein lies the problem. We
our hypocrisy. disciples for not washing their handsshould know who we are and what

Jesus uses Isaiah 29:13 to expose fhed expects us to do not through
Pharisees’ hypocrisy and legalismiradition but through Scripture.

For true fault- nders, opportunities Hypocrisy is the lip service of ag pparisees’ hypocritical legalism is
to criticize are never lacking. Adisinterested heart. A hypocrite iSjjysirated by the way they understood
delegation of religious experts whditerally one who wears a mask. e gpedience to parents (7:10-13). e
recently arrived from Jerusalem found”harisees wore a mask of religion t@parisees taught that monies properly

e Pharisees’ Accusation (7:1-6)

Mar/Apr 2015 p1



set aside for parental support couldde lement by listing twelve sins that scarlet they shall be as white as snow;
be designated as “Corban’ (meaningow from the heart. He rst mentions though they are red like crimson,
“a gi to God”) and then used at one’sevil thoughts. Our minds were createdhey shall be as wool” (Isa. 1:18). Real
personal discretion. In denouncingto be creative; a er the fall, they tendpurity is achieved as we repent of our
the practice of Corban Jesus got to thi create evil. Second, Jesus highlighténs and are washed by the blood of
heart of lial obedience and obediencethree sexual sins. When Jesus talkshrist. Bring your de led hearts and
in general. To “honor your father andabout “adulteries” He has in mind hands and exchange them for the
mother” (Exod. 20:12) requires more“all unchaste actions, gestures, wordgerfect righteousness of Christ. In the
than legal compliance; it requiresthoughts, desires, and whatevenext two narratives Mark shows two
heart devotion. In fact, there is no suchmay entice one theretb.’Closely Gentile sinners doing just that.
thing as selsh, reluctant, feigned,connected to adulteries is lewdnes
or coerced obedienéeA legalistic or a failure to bridle sexual or sensua
attitude undercuts true obediencepassions, but instead giving free pla§7124_37)
by focusing attention more on theto perverse impulsésFornications®  Mark now begins to write about Jesus’
rules (and the human audience) thardescribes sexual deviancy in its mostetirement ministry” From now on
on God. With such a mindset, it isgeneral form. Human sexuality isJesus withdraws more and more from
possible to develop an ethic thato be expressed between a husbangle crowds, spending instead more
strains out gnats and swallows cameland his wife. All sexual expressiongime with the disciples, preparing
(Matt. 23:24). outside of these bounds are sin. ird, them for His departure. He also
Not surprisingly, Jesus' words OendJesus mentions sins that speci Ca”)ovithdra_ws f_rom Ge_llilee, spending
the Pharisees. Matthew says th urt . ot[]ersi Jlesus thuntolt?(r_stanﬁclt“mor_e time in Gentile lands. Some |
the disciples came to Jesus privatell}r/nur ers’ not only as the taking or Galileans Wo_uld never again see _Jesus
fe but as maliciously harm (Matt. face, hear His rebukes, or experience

saying, “Do you know that the _ . e _
Pharisees were oended when the :21-22). Sinful hearts also “thieve'His compassion. Eventually they

heard this saying?” (Matt. 15:12). ogr take to themselves what rightlywould get back into their routines
course they were o ended (cf. 1 Pete elongs to others. "Deceit” is theand forget about His ministry. Many
2:8)! e disciples had yet to learn that sel sh use of trickery. "Blasphemy”missed their window to come to him
those who are living contrary to Gods> MUrous speech against God Oiin repentance and faith. For good
Word need to be o ended. We must berellglon. Fourth, Jesus speaks of threeason God says, “Today, if you hear

sensitive toward the weak but strong € '"d attitudes. “An evil eye” refers his voice, do not harden your hearts”
g[o envy, or displeasure over anothergps, 95:7-8). According to God's

toward the obstinate and rebellious . : s
in. Covetousness is the unholplan, o en when some harden their

(Jude 22). By contrast, Jesus tenderiy/ . N
shepherds the people who were nofes"e for what we have not. “Pride’hearts to the gospel others have a new

elf. Finally, Jesus provides the twgs was the situation for a woman

leaders. “Hear Me, everyone, an s " S ) .
understand” (7:14). e consciences general terms of “wickedness” androm Tyre, a city situated in Gentile

he Source of Cleanness

of the multitudes had been burdened °CISTNESS” to sum up the list. lands on the northeast coast of the
by so many non-biblical, Pharisaicaldesus’ conclusion is stunning. is Mediterranean Sea.
stipulations. Strangely, Jesuslist of sins leaves the profounde Syro-Phoenician Woman: A

announcement of good news soundsmpression that unrinsed hands picture of Bold Faith (7:24—30)

at rst, a lot like bad news. Jesus saywe the least of anyone’s problems!

that de lement comes from within, Rather than nding fault with those Once again Jesus sought peace
not from without (7:14-23). In so whose tradition di ers from ours we and quiet, now among people who
saying, Jesus makes clear that thghould take inventory of our own would have been less aected by His
dietary and other ceremonial lawshearts. Jesus' exposé demonstrat@pularity. Again, He could not be
are not binding in the New Covenant.how wrong it is to impose on thehidden (7:24; cf. Matt. 5:14; John
In fact, Jesus makes clear that thifeedom of others because we hav@12), “For a woman whose young
distinction between clean and unclearour own ugliness to deal with. e daughter had an unclean spirit heard
in the Old Testament was primarily good news is that real purity is notabout him” and requested His help.
meant to teach a spiritual and ethicabnly possible but it is promised by € womans request for healing is
distinction, not a hygienic orfe. God in Christ. With joy we hear God striking in three respects. First, we
S, “Come now, and let us reasomotice her humble posture; “she came

together . . . ough your sins are like and fell at His feet” (7:25; cf. Mark
3:11; 5:22-33). Her prostration is a

Jesus then gets to the heart
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twofold recognition, rst of Christ's “Even the table scraps of your mercygpeaking impaired, including
sovereignty and second of her owrwould be sucient for me” How cochlear implants, sign language,
inadequacy. beautifull What do we want from and texting. But this man was
.God? As a start, we want to havalmost totally excluded from human

Second, the womans request Iiﬁalthy bodies, good social skillscommunication. He had a huge need.

ZﬁcrjsI;;?Q:l;ir;h?/e;z%iic\)/];Jizl:m?alr.e‘E)set?éa happy_church, a beauf[iful _houseAt rst Jesus’ method of responding to
keptasking him” (7:26: cf. Matt, 15:23_clear skm, reasonable mtellllger?cethe man'’s ne_ed seems strang_e (7:_33).
26). Jesus responds 'to her persistenggmmumty respect, an easy life. is Upon close_r inspection Jesus is using
with a mini-parable: “Let the children woman says, “Just give me somea form of sign language to work faith
be lled rst, for it is not good to take crumbs!” e one V\_/ho e_ats crumbs of in this deaf and mute man. e man
the childrer;’s bread and throw it to the(_30d’s mercy is still eat_lng the bread ofouldn't hear, l:_)ut he could feel Jesys’
little dogs” (7:27). e Jewish people life; becau_se of her faith, the woman'sigers enter his ears and touch his
were the children of God's house. H aughter is restored. When we hav&ong_ue._ Jesus then looked to heaven
had adopted them, raised them from hrist, we can be content regardles® S|gn|f)_/ to this man from Where
their days of infanc,y in the time of theof how little else we have (Heb. 13:5)the healing would come. He sighed

patriarchs, made promises to theme Deaf and Mute Man: A Picture of to signal His compassion for sinners

(Rom. 9:4), toddled them through Regeneration (7:31-37) and regret over sin. Finally, Jesus did
the wilderness into the Promised something you might not expect. He

Acer leaving Tyre, Jesus met a deafstood face to face to the deaf man
t?ggr ?hugtgrrggégi?O?%ggekiﬁg)sph:rEmute man in the Gentile territory of and spoke. “Ephphatha,” He said. “Be
endured their rebellious teenage’yearthe Decapolis. - ree times already, opened” (7:34). How many people
during the exile. How can Jesus th% Mark, Jesus has said, "If anyontiad tried and failed to speak to this
bread of life ( John 6:35 48), ow’giv%as ears to hear, let him he#In man? Jesus spoke one word and the
Himself to Gentil es’; G’o d’s’plan Waﬁwe subsequent narrative Jesus asksan was totally healed (7:35).

: ’ His disciples, “having ears, do you
to bring the gospel rst to the ‘Jewsnot hear?” (8:18). According to Jesu .
(Rom. 1:16). having ears is not enough: your ear Iu_s.trates that only. God_can give
ird, the woman'’s request was bold. must be tuned to the voice of God.sloIrltual understanding. is man
She takes the words of Jesus’ parabi®w, here is a man who has eargOUId have slept through a _hou_se re
about bread and daringly tosses therbut cannot hear; he has a mouth bu nawarlz ?]f thebshou_ts ﬁf his friends. f
back at Him. “Yes, Lord, yet even the&annot speak; a perfect illustration o thz Cr?]lést ti;/aeutifelﬁnrrl]rllj;ice g:ledsig(;? do
little dogs under the table eat fromwhat Jesus has been teaching.

. nothing. So it is with natural man
the children’s crumbs” (7:28). Sh : )
acknowledges herself as an unwortr?mday there are  tremendousapart from the healing grace of God;

Ypportunities for the hearing and their ears are plugged by depravity (cf.

hrist's healing of the deaf-mute

dog begging for crumbs. She’s saying,
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Mark 4:12). God communicates allunderstanding! In response to 6.Cf Acts 15; Col. 2:16-17; Acts 10:11. Even
the time, but until He unstops the earshe healing of the deaf-mute theth€onomist R..J. Rushdoony acknowledged

. . L .__that “the primary principle of division is
His voice d_oes not penetrate to thepeople said, “He _has done all thingseligious, of which the medical and hygienic
heart. How is your spiritual hearing?well.” ey may simply have been is asubordinate aspect’ and that ‘the dietary
If you are spiritually deaf, ask God toexpressing their astonishment at Jesulgws are not legally binding on us (

.y P y P . 9 nstitutes of Biblical LajCraig Press, 1973],
give you ears to hear. healing power. But what a statementssg 307,

When those present saw the miraClﬁverything Jesus ever did was right,

they disregarded Jesus’ comman
“that they should tell no one” (7:36).
Sometimes we puzzle over why Jes
desired to keep His healings a secr
(and why the people o en disobeyed).
But Christ knew the temperament

in 7. Heidelberg Catechism, Q/A 41; cf. Matt.
e never had a lapse in judgments,g o0 aecnem Q cf. Mai

e never did anything out of mixed _
. . 8. HendriksenMark, 288.
otives. He never made a mistake.
Ir_%e never committed a little sin. e 9 € Greek word isporneafrom which we
] . - tu h .n
perfect purity of Jesus is exactly thd® Pornegrapy

good news that unclean sinners need0- Mark 4:9,.23; 7:16 (the latter is omitted by
to hear some translations).

of the PeOIO'e- ey were |_00k'ng for 11. For example, when Caiphas advises the
a physical healer and king. He told Jewish leaders that “it is expedient that one
them to keep quiet to minimize His 1 park 2:7. 16, 18, 26: 3:2: 22. man should die for the people” (John 11:50).

L He was saying that it would be better for Jesus
popularlty. is verse also teaches us to 2. John CalvinCommentaries on the Epistles to die than for the commotion caused by His
obey God even when ldeemsirong. o paul to the Galatians and Ephesi@mnd  teaching to bring problems on the Jews by the

It seemed so right to these people to telapids: Baker Book House, 1989), 140. Romans. But his statement is inspired by the
) ) Spirit to mean much more.
others what Jesus had done for ther@. Translations vary on the meaning of the

But Jesus had expressly commandediverb translated “in a special way” in the ~ 12. John CalvirCommentary on a Harmony
the OppOSIte elr actlons do not New Klng James Version. e point seems to of the Evange“Sl\wL 2,252.
. . be that the Pharisees were overly rigorous in
demonstrate enthu5|asr_n, exmtement,,heirwashings_
or uncontrollable gratitude but a

- : : 4. John Calvi H
failure to submit to God's word. John CalvirGommentary on a Harmony

of the Evangelists, Matthew, Mark, and Luke

. . Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1989), Rev. William Boekestein
Every so o en someone in Scri ture( :
y PIUTeyo1. 2, 253. is the pastor of Covenant

makes a statement that is loaded _ .
with meaning beyond that person’s5' HendriksenMark, 277. Reformed Church in

Carbondale, PA (URCNA).

Points to Ponder and Discuss
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Rev. W.H.
Oord

Confraternidad Latinoamericana De Inglesia

(Conference of Reformed Churches in Latin Americ;

his past autumn Confraternidad URCNA Missions Coordinator; Rev. Although most of the conference
Latinoamericana De InglesiasCasey Freswick from Bethany URGwvas in Spanish mixed with some
Reformadas (CLIR) celebrated itan Wyoming, Michigan; and Rev. Portuguese, | was struck by the zeal
twentieth anniversary by hostingWybren Oord from Trinty URC in for the gospel and love for the Lord
the General Assembly of Reformed.ethbridge, Alberta. Also visiting expressed by the conference speakers
Churches in Latin America. URCNA the General Assembly were severand those who attended. Many of
missionaries Rev. Bill Green andninisters of churches along the Gulfthe problems they are dealing with
Rev. Nick Lamme were joined byof Mexico. in their churches are similar to the
several speakers from the westerp{ev_ Alonzo Ramirez from Pery®ne€s we have faced in the past, such

hemisphere. began the conference with a seriedS feminism an_d_ biblical authority.
e lectures on ministry to the youth

e theme for the conference was of lectures that focused on pastoral id be b ol i ;
taken from Philippians 1:27b-28a:work in a pagan world. Rev. LudgeroWou € benecial in many of our
“Stand rm in one spirit, contending Bonilha from Brazil led a series ofChurChes throughout North America.
as one man for the faith of the gospékectures on the invasion of feminisml have to admit that when Dr. James
without being frightened in any way and the biblical view of masculinity. Wanliss began his rst lecture on
by those who oppose you.” MeetingDr. James Wanliss from the Unitedclimate change, | wondered why the
with Rev. Green and Rev. Lamme irStates addressed the issue of climatenference coordinators wanted
Panama were ministers from Boliviachange in three separate lectures. Revim to address the topic three
Brazil, Canada, Chile, Columbia,David Correa of Mexico spoke on thetimes. He was, however, fascinating
Costa Rica, Peru, Puerto Rico, andeign of God and youth ministry. Rev.as he explained of the dangers of
the United States. Attending from Wybren Oord gave a lecture on thethe environmentalist's world view.

the URCNA were Rev. Richard Boutauthority and su ciency of Scripture. Equally interesting was the question-
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and-answer period aer each ofFrequently when | introduce the As we work together in other parts of

his lectures. It became clear that a\postles’ Creed during the worshipthe world, may we realize the necessity
environmental philosophy and ethicsservice | mention that it is the creedof the bringing the gospel of Jesus Christ
is sweeping through Central Americaof the church “throughout the agesto this dying world!

and must be addressed by the churctand throughout the world.” As those For more information on CLIR, check

Between lectures the CLIR board@nered atthe conference in Panamg . i \vebsite at WWW.CLIR.NET

met to discuss how to addreSﬁSaa:]nguaW:?réizer?(;eulr‘]'(;(eer;;';e: v:/rz];\s%r contact them through e-mail at
di erent opportunities for ministry guag '

clircr@yahoo.com
throughout Latin America. struck by the truth that statement.

roughout the conference CLIR had roughou_t Fhe_ world - there are
tables of resource materials designeaeoloIe singing.

for ministry to the Latin American My sin—O the bliss of this
churches. CLIR has translated glorious thought!—

Calvin's Institutes, commentaries My sin not in part, but the
written by John Calvin, the Life in whole,

Christ catechism material distributed |5 nailed to the cross and | bear
by Reformed Fellowship, and it no more;

many, many other solid Reformed

publications Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,

O my soul!

POSITIONS AVAILABLE

Divine Hope is a dedicated prison seminary with 60+
students in campuses at the Indiana State Prison and
the Danville Correctional Center. We are committed
to teaching the truth of Jesus Christ for the moral
transformation of o enders. Professor of Church HistoryResponsibilities include
teaching required and elective courses in Ancient, Medieval,
Lutheran, Swiss Reformed, English, and American church
history. Preferred quali cations are M.Div., pastoral experience,
This position will develop and execute a successful fundraising| and a Ph.D. in church history.

strategy to enable the seminary to grow and ful Il its
mission. Preferred quali cations include proven success in
fund development (major gifts, grants, publicity events, and
fundraising) and freedom of travel. We pray that God would
use this position to help the seminary to meet the needs

of our ve-year plan that involves adding three additional
full-time faculty members. Excellent salary and bene ts.

The seminary also invites applications for full-time faculty
positions inChurch History or Ministerial Studies

The seminary is seeking a godly, personable, and dynamic
Reformed believer to serve ¥4ce President of Advancement

Professor of Ministerial StudiesResponsibilities include
teaching required and elective courses in Biblical Counseling
including; How to Help Others Change, Methods of Biblical
Counseling, the Christian Family, and Battling Addictions.
Preferred Quali cations include M.Div., pastoral experience,
C.C.E.F. diploma, and Ph.D.

For quali cations and job description contact Dan Woldhuis Jr. at The seminary hopes to I one of these positions by Fall 2015.

drw@woldhuisfarms.coor (815) 953-2793. Contact the chairman of the education committee, Tony Porte
Send resume to: Divine Hope Seminary, 831 Azalea at 708-983-9548.
SE, P.O. Box 638, DeMotte, IN 46310. Send resume teonyporte65.66 @gmail.coor Divine Hope

Seminary, 831 Azalea SE, P.O. Box 638, DeMotte, IN 46310
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Choosing Leaders and Casting Lots Today Rev. Shane

Lems

ne of the more signicant

happenings in the life of a church
is the selection of godly men to servguali cations. What complicates the
as elders. Elders are an essential p&glection of elders even more is when
of the local Christian church; it is anthe current cultural mindset a ects
apostoliccommando appoint men to these decisions. Occasionally men are
serve as elders in every local churcéelected because they are successful
(Titus 1:5; cf. Acts 14:23). Sometime#) the corporate world, because

this process isn't di cult, because thethey are popular, because of strong _
congregation and the current eldersfamily ties, or because they are th@Wwaré that churches in the Reformed

(consistory/session) fully agree that dighest nancial contributors to the tradition have practiced this method
certain man has the gi s to serve andchurch. In other words, sometimesOf selecting elders. What are we to
meets the biblical quali cations to bethe selection of elders is twisted bynake of it? Is it wise or unwise to

an elder (see 1 Tim. 3; Titus 1). @ democratic, capitalistic mindset.S€lECt elders by lots? Based on some
_ _ _ e church ends up running more biblical and Reformed principles,
But qUIte oen the process IS a blt“ke a small business than a body df believe it is unwise for churches

more complicated. For example,)ioyers. today to use lots to select their elders.
there might be several quali ed men ~ While 'm primarily speaking of
to serve as elder, but some of therBecause of these complications in thg|jers these points also apply to the
do not wish to serve. Alternatively,Selection of elders, some churches cagg|ection of deacons (which is why
one man may want to serve thougHots (or utilize something like lots) t0 | ;se the termeaderswhich means

some are skeptical of his gis orselect their leaders (on the basis q;Oth elder and deacon).
Acts 1:15.). Until recently, | wasn't
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First, it is important to remember 25:8), and the gatekeepers did thé@New Covenant) church has the gi
that Acts 1:15-26 depicts a uniquesame (1 Chron. 26:13). Israelites irof the Holy Spirit as well as the gi of
time period in redemptive history. In Nehemiah's day cast lots for di erentGod’'s completed, written Word. e
fact, it is a period that is completelyreasons (Neh. 10:34; 11:1). ough church today lives in an age where
unrepeatable: the risen and ascendetthe details are unclear, Israelites woulthe resurrected and ascended Christ
Christ was on His heavenly throne,even cast lots to settle argumentias sent His Spirit in ful llment of
but He had not yet sent His Spirit to(Prov. 18:18). In the Old Testamentso many Old Covenant prophecies
His church. e casting of lots for the casting lots involved something likeand promises (Num. 11:29; Isa. 44:3;
twel h apostle (Acts 1) takes place inthrowing stones or dice in the context59:21; Ezek. 36:27). e same Spirit
the ten days between Jesus’ ascensishere the Lord would use them toalso leads the church into the truth
and Pentecost. e casting of lots guide his people. It probably hadof the Word (John 16:13). By the
for Matthias was a post-ascensiorsomething to do with another Old illumination of the Spirit, the church
but  pre-Pentecost  occurrence.Testament practice we dont knowtoday is called to discern God's will
e apostles didn't have the New much about: Urim and ummim (Rom. 12:2; Eph. 5:10, 17), which
Testament writings to guide them,(Exod. 28:30; Lev. 8:8; 1 Sam. 28.6)as to do with the Word, wisdom,
nor did they have the Spirit in the Before the Pentecost ministry of theand prayer. e apostles in Acts 1
measure that they did on PentecosSpirit—the writing of the law on the didn't have these things as the New
and following. erefore, they used an hearts of people and guiding them inCovenant church does a er Pentecost.
Old Covenant practice for letting thethe truth—God at times directed His
Lord direct them in their selection. people with means that can be quit
e church today should be hesitant di cult for us to understand. Casting
to follow a practice that happened inlots in the Old Covenant wasn't a kind
a unique time period. of democratic tiebreaker but a mean

What is more, Jesus by His Spirit
?nspired Paul to give the church
speci ¢ directions about selecting
leaders. Elders should be humble,

) ) ?(nowled eable, godly men who have
God used to lead His people. Castln%ne Wife? (i the?/ a?/e married: see

lots was not something people did Tim. 3 and Titus 1 for more elder

apostle is much more important than?® @ I_ast resort when making a tpugquali cations as well as those for
that of elder. Out of divine necessitydec's'on' ¢ way the stones or dice deacons). Paul didn't tell Timothy or
based on Psalm 109:8 and Acts 1:2(}§ndeCI was gg|ded _by God to lead .thq'itus to roll stones but to use their
22, therehad to betwelve apostles. people in their decisions. (As a SIOIE'Scripture- lled Christian  minds

ere was little freedom or human note, it is an mterestmg curiosity toand appoint solid men to lead God'’s
: . . : hear of churches drawing straws or
wisdom involved in the selection of

names out of a hat to select IeaderpeOple' e church today should stick
the twel h apostle, so the apostles aosely to these instructions of Paul

didnt go by a list of requirementsWhen these practices are not even th\ﬁhen selecting leaders in the church
besides the one that the man had t

rather than overlook them and go
have been with Jesus during His entir&Vhat is important for our discussion back to the Old Covenant practice of
ministry (Acts 1:22). In a local churchis the fact that casting lots is nevecasting dice or lots.
e e L1 My be b, m i that cne
g the nu ' y b ‘rTeason some churches cast lots today
though plurality is important. Also, Paul never tells the New Covenanf L .
. . ; . _Is because it is a cop-out. Casting
selecting elders today involves mordelievers to cast lots when maklnq :
. . . s saves time, study, and the need
freedom and God-given wisdom,decisions. Forthese reasons,weshoulO

. : . : apply wisdom to a tough situation
which will be discussed below. be hegtant to adopt an Old Co_venan%Nhere someone might be upset over
practice today unless there is cle

atrhe decision. e church that casts

(stve\}/ §§|V?Qacnén\?:;;?an;ﬂ2; g%m;njolots as a sort of cop-out needs a rebuke
9 as well as a reminder that man's

Westminster Confessionhapter 19, opinions or feelings should not sway

sectl'ons 3_.4).' Just as it isnt wise tBiblical decisions (this also applies to
require Christian men to grow beards.church discipline). Applying the New

estament principles of leadership

One more thing to think about under
this rst point is that the oce of

game as casting stones or dice!)

Second, and related to the rst point,
casting lots is an Old Covenant
practice. e Israelites living under

the Mosaic (or Sinai) covenant
utilized the casting of lots for di erent

reasons. e priests cast lots to select ) .
a goat for sacri ce (Lev. 16:8). Joshu%?day (based on Lev. 19:27), neither

cast lots to divide the conquered't wise to go back to an Old Covenangelection is sometimes di cult; it
method to select leaders.

Promised Land (Josh. 18:6-10). does take time, patience, discussion,
e temple musicians cast lots to Finally, and this has to do with theBible study, and Christian wisdom,
determine their duties (1 Chron. rst two points, the post-Pentecostbut it is the church's job to select
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Rather than picking up the dice or grabbing at straws, tlﬁe Conclusion

church should engage in frequent prayer and even fasting! realize that selecting church leaders

) ) : . - will not always be an easy thing.

when making those di cult leadership decisions. . Serving as a church planter and

- pastor, I've learned that there are a lot

................................................................................... - of hard choices to make Concerning
leadership—it seems like there is

huge gray area! And | know it is

leaders following Paul’s instructions. be addressed with proper teachini )
ven tougher to select leaders in a

: from the pulpit, small group study, or .
ere are a few more things to . divid h) pN ttgthpd' yt large church. At the same time, |
consider when discussing the'natvidually. No matter the di erent elieve if we study the Word, pray
ways churches go about selecting . Lo
ithout ceasing, and use biblical

selection of church leaders and the lders or deacons. there should b
casting of lots (perhaps we could caff ’ isdom rather than the methods of
emocracy, the gray area becomes

it practical application). clear and sustained biblical teachin
uch smaller. My prayer is that

on the qualications, functions,
Prayer. One thing that we do nd and duties of an elder and a deacon.
hurches do not try to take the easy

the apostles doing before and aerPerhaps a short sermon series an( :
Pentecost is gathering to prayBible study would be helpful. WhenWay (_)ut_ of selecting leaders but follow
(e.g., Acts 1:24; 2:42). Paul alwayge've selected leaders at the churdhe biblical route of study, prayer, and
reminded the church to pray all the| serve as pastor, I've read the texf%'Sdom’ especu”?tll_y when it comes to
time (1 ess. 5:17; 1 Tim. 2:8). When before several services, preached (5 ose tough decisions.

churches today face a diculty in this topic, and reminded the people tol'll conclude with some comforting

selecting leaders, the church shoulgray about this and think in biblical reminders. Ultimately our great

spend much time in prayer. | think terms, rather than worldly ones, whencomfort is that church leaders
most churches do not pray enoughconsidering the selection of leaders. are neither the foundation nor

when it comes to selecting leaders. D . . cornerstone of the church—the
we spend a good part of our meetingE’roper instruction also helps those postles and Christ are! We know

. . : en who are being considered for thé L
humbling ourselves in prayer, asklng';Ce of elder or deacon (yes, I'm an that the Lord is with the church that

the Lord for wisdom and guidance? . i i

Do we meet simply to pra)?when W advocate ofp c_ertraml_ng!). Ifa man su;m:Z t;ivglss I\—/|\i/grcép\i/r\i/? ﬂsxigggx
face a tough church decision? Do th nows the b'b"c?" baS'CS‘. and basis "?ﬂ those who ask in faith. We know
leaders and members of the churcﬁ;hu.rCh leadership, he might nd. out hat God uses imperfect fnen to lead
wrestle in private prayer over thesg]e IS not cut out to _be a leader in théhe church. ough we must do our
things? While casting lots mightChurC-h' Also, he will, one hopes, béChristian best when we select leaders
not be wise when selecting IeadersSme'SS'Ve and humble if he is not ’

gy .. we realize that God will forgive us and
certainly prayer is! What should we doielzt(ﬁsd boisesiﬁntjrglbilrllcilh?snngrlsgefes'fore us if we repent a er messing
It we lack wisdomPray (James 1:5)! ight a)llso hel chrches tweak theit'P- Finally, we remember the gospel
In fact, we should even add fas’[ind?a%itions that I?';\re not clearl rootedtrUth: Because Christ is alive, loving,
to prayer. e New Covenant church in Scriture. Eor example ythere iSand powerful, the gates of hell will
fasted in the context of selectingPO bibﬂcal warrant thgt ’requires never prevail against the church.
elders (Acts 14:23; cf. Matt. 6:16-17). : . .

Application: Rather than picking up selecting elders every year; nor is

the dice or grabbing at straws, thethere a biblical requirement that
ore than one man should be put

church should engage in frequentm

prayer and even fasting when makinég rwlfirdt_f(;r. a|?1 (t) Ced n fﬂle c_hnurc:lh
those di cult leadership decisions. pplication. Instéad of tossing the

dice or picking a name from a hat,
Instruction. I'm glad that some the church should be well taught
churches do not want the selectingand guided by Paul's instructions
of leaders to turn into a popularity when it comes to the o ces of elder
contest. Certainly we should doand deacon. Christian wisdom is
everything we can to steer the churchhe prayerful application of Paul's
away from thémerican Idomindset. instruction to a speci ¢ situation.

| would submit that this problem can
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Crumbling Creativity — The Philosophical

Implications of

master builder crafts a carefully
organized cosmos, places people
within it, and provides complete
instructions for them to live happily.

He declares his creation very good—
until his creatures begin to challenge
his restrictions. When they rebel,
he divides them into separate
continents and worlds, withdraws to

The Outlook BO

The Lego Movie

a distant throne room, and develops
a plan to make his creation perfect
once again. Does this sound slightly
like the Judeo-Christian account of
creation and the fall? Well, it's not.
It's from The Lego Movie.

| was just as excited as my college
friends about the release of a

Michael
Kearney

Hollywood production based
entirely on such a xture of my
generation’s childhood. With kids,
teens, and young adults as its
primary audiences, | expected last
year's blockbuster (pardon the pun)
to be typical animated fare: a plotless
comedy/action movie packed
with cheap jokes and clumsy pop-
culture references. But as | watched
The Lego Movie, | discovered
some unexpectedly deep narrative
themes.

Not only does the movie oer an
incisive commentary on several
popular worldviews of the twenty-
rst century, but also it considers
some fundamental aspects of the
Christian faith and its relation to
culture. | say this cautiously, because
overeager Christian reviewers love
to endow secular Ims, books, and
music with redemptive themes
and philosophical subtexts that
aren’t there. | don'’t think directors
Phil Lord and Christopher Miller
had Christianity in mind when
they created The Lego Movie, nor
do | think it intentionally presents
a layman’s sermon on culture.
Regardless, however, this movie
asks probing questions that every
believer should be equipped to
answer: Who or what controls the
universe? How much free will do we
have? How do we respond to evil?
How do we determine our identity?

In particular, The Lego Movie
comments on four prevalent belief
systems of twenty- rst-century
society, including a distorted
version of Christianity, and then
synthesizes these philosophies into
its own worldview of autonomy.



Mainstream Moralism

Like so many of its Hollywood
predecessors, The Lego Movie
ridicules rote rule following. In the
Im, the central city of Bricksburg
frowns upon innovation and expects
total and complete obedience to
“the instructions.” That's no problem
for the protagonist, a construction
worker named Emmet, who loves
instructions and cheerfully follows
them to the letter. Emmet guides
his life according to How to Fit
In, Have Everybody Like You, and
Always Be Happy —a book whose
cover charmingly illustrates a happy
person being devoured by a shark.
In fact, Emmet’s supreme character
aw is an utter inability to function
without rules; when he is called upon
to “create the instructions in your
head,” he repeatedly draws a blank.
Emmet eventually saves the world,
but not until he learns to harness
his innate creativity and escape
his bondage to the instructions.
As the movie seems to imply, rules
(whether they stem from old-
fashioned religious convictions, a
totalitarian government, or another
source) suppress the creative
originality with which we should
approach the world.

Oblivious Optimism

Unexpectedly, the Im also takes
a playful swipe at the irrationality

of mere “positive-think-ism.” In

a psychedelic world aptly named
Cloud Cuckooland, the e ervescent

character Unikitty explains that
“there are no rules. There’s no
government, no babysitters, no
bedtimes, no frowny faces, no bushy
mustaches, and no negativity of any

kind.” When someone points out
how many no’s are in that sentence,
she retorts, “And there’s also no
consistency!” Ultimately, Unikitty’s

bubbly optimism proves insu cient

to sustain Cloud Cuckooland when

real evil encroaches.

The Ethos of Entertainment

The Lego Movie humorously
articulates the dangers of living in
an entertainment-saturated culture.
As means toward the government’s
totalitarian ends, pop music,
television broadcasts, and city-
wide holidays like Taco Tuesday all
play a role to keep the masses from
revolting, worrying, and (above all)
thinking. The government-approved
song “Everything Is Awesome” sits at
the top of the government-run radio
station’s charts—and only when
the driving beat of this hyperactive
pop song permanently implants
itself in your head will you truly
understand its potency. Television,
meanwhile, provides inane humor
and  undoubtable information.
Emmet doubles over with laughter
at his favorite line in his favorite
show (“Honey, where are my . . .
pants?”), then pauses: “What was
| just thinking? | don't care.” Later
in the movie, another character
addresses viewers from the studio:
“Hey, everybody. You don't know
me, but I'm on TV, so you can trust
me.” And as he prepares to seal
his city’'s doom, the president of
Bricksburg broadcasts this ominous
announcement: “Hello, hi, welcome
to Taco Tuesday! Dont worry
about this big black monolith thing
that's blocking out the sun. What
you need to worry about is this
question that I'm about to ask you:
Who wants a taco?” Of course, the
irony of these satirical jabs at an
entertainment-dominated  society
is the medium through which they
are delivered: an animated comedy,
one of the most powerful and highly
developed channels of twenty- rst-
century American entertainment.
Neil Postman would certainly have
something to say.

The Christian Creed

While Christians can at least chuckle
at The Lego Movie ’'s playful satire
of the previous three worldviews,

the movie launches a more sinister
attack against the biblical story of
creation, fall, and redemption. The
story is haunted by the mysterious
presence of The Man Upstairs and
the tyrannical rule of Lord Business,
his incarnation in Lego character
form. According to one character,
“all the people of the universe were
once free to . . . build whatever
they wanted” before Lord Business
“erected walls between the worlds
and became obsessed with order
and perfection.” (Do you notice a
resemblance to the story of Babel?)
In lingo a twenty- rst-century teen
might use to describe total depravity,
Lord Business complains about how
the world has been lled with “weird,
dorky stu that ruined my perfectly
good stu .” The solution he and The
Man Upstairs develop is to freeze the
universe and destroy its inhabitants’
free will. In eect, The Lego Movie
sets up a distorted version of
the Judeo-Christian God as the
principal antagonist of its story.

The Solution: Be Special

Retaliating against Lord Business's
planofdestruction, Emmet,underthe
mantra that “the only thing anyone
needs to be special is to believe
that you can be,” uses his creativity
to save the world. Eventually he
confronts Lord Business face to face
with these words: “Look at all these
things that people built. You might
see a mess . . . what | see is people
inspired by each other, and by you.
People taking what you made and
making something new out of it
He continues, “You are the most
talented, most interesting, and most
extraordinary person in the whole
universe. And you are capable of
amazing things. Because you are
the Special. And so am I. And so is
everyone.” Emmet makes peace with
this godlike gure by convincing
him of the innate value of human
creativity, regardless of any disorder
humans cause or disobedience they
commit. The Lego Movie impresses
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on its viewers not only admiration
for Emmet's heroism but also the
inspiration to believe in themselves
more. Don't stop to ask how you and
I can both be the most extraordinary
person in the world; just go forth,
use your creativity, and enjoy the
glow of being “the Special.” And so,
after so deftly criticizing the various
worldviews of our current culture,
The Lego Movie ultimately o ers up
the same nal answer: the worn-out
message of self-esteem.

So Hollywood has produced vyet
another cookie-cutter story full of
self-glori cation and humanistic
autonomy. What of it? Why should
Christians pay attention to The
Lego Movie? For all of its aws,
this Im digs deeper than many
similar productions, calling viewers
to question their motivation for
living and working in this world. In
particular, | believe The Lego Movie
presents three elements that the
Christian church must address.

Caricatures of Christianity

First, we need to understand the
culture’s caricatures of our faith—
not in order to make peace with
the world but to map out the terrain
of the battle eld. Intentionally or
unintentionally, The Lego Movie
reinforces popular misconceptions
of Christianity: of God as a frustrated
Master Builder, “obsessed with order
and perfection,” mied when his
creatures rebel; and of his loyal
followers as mindless minions,
content to sing his songs, listen to
his messages, and—above alll—obey
the instructions. As we share the
gospel with unbelieving neighbors
and friends, we must seek out and
destroy such distortions wherever
they appear. (To refute this portrayal
of God, read the Canons of Dort. To
refute this portrayal of Christians,
read the Heidelberg Catechism.)
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Challenges to Christianity

Beyond lighthearted mockery, The
Lego Movie challenges Christians to
ght hypocrisy and inconsistency in
our own presentation of the gospel. If
we have made Christianity into mere
moralism, we need to remember the
inadequacy of the law in the gospel’s
full scope, where service comes only
after salvation and sin. If our faith
has been stunted by blind optimism,
we need to reacquaint ourselves
with the reality of evil in this world—
but also the reality of its defeat in
Christ. If Christianity has become
just a vehicle for entertainment,
we need to rearm the ordinary
e cacy of prayer, preaching, and
the sacraments. As groups claiming
to represent the Christian faith
continue to multiply, the need for
these corrections increases daily. It

is bad enough if The Lego Movie 's

analysis of Christianity is false, but it
is far worse for us if it is true.

A Call for Christianity

The most signicant takeaway
from The Lego Movie, however, is
its clear call for a better answer to
life’s problems. It applauds the glory
of human creativity but ignores
the reality of human sin. It fails to
acknowledge that in our fallenness
we create things that are not only
“weird” and “dorky” but often corrupt
and wicked. Evil exists, inside
and outside our hearts. For it to be
exterminated, we need a solution
far more radical than to “believe in
yourself.”

That better answer hinges on the
existence of a God far di erent from
the tyrannical Man Upstairs of  The
Lego Movie. We need a God so holy
that “evil may not dwell with [him]”
(Ps. 5:4, ESV), yet so compassionate
that “he remove[s] our transgressions
from us” (Ps. 103:12). Our Creator’s
loving work—not our own pathetic
creativity—must be the source of
our individual value. In the words of
the Heidelberg Catechism, to enjoy

true comfort we need not only an
“almighty God” but also a “faithful
Father” (LD 9, Q&A 26).

As Christians, we place our trust
in just such a God—a God who
responded to Adam and Eve's
reckless disobedience with the
promise of deliverance (Gen. 3:15),
a God who divided the builders at
Babel to protect them from their
own concentrated  wickedness
(Gen. 11:6), a God who, “because of
the great love with which he loved
us, even when we were dead in our
trespasses, made us alive together
with Christ” (Eph. 2:5). Like Lord
Business, this holy God demands
total perfection. But unlike Lord
Business, He mercifully “pervades
the inmost recesses of man” (Canons
of Dort IlI/IV.11) by His Spirit to give
us new hearts in Christ. He does
not wait for us to make peace with
Him, as Emmet was forced to do;
He makes peace with us. What a
refreshing alternative to  The Lego
Movie ’s chaotic world!

Here’s my recommendation: Watch
The Lego Movie. If you've already
watched it, watch it again. Contrast
the crumbling creations of man
with the everlasting ordinances
of God. Mourn for those who seek
comfort and hope from the dry wells
of autonomy and self-esteem. Pray
and work for these souls to know the
comfort that comes from belonging
“in body and soul, in life and in death,
to [our] faithful Savior Jesus Christ.”
And rejoice that we serve a God who
“is righteous in all his ways and kind
in all his works,” who “is near to all
who call on him, to all who call on
him in truth” (Ps. 145:17-18).



Why Church Membership Matters

“It's not a salvation issue,” the saying
goes, “so why do Reformed
churches make such a big deal
about becoming a church
member? Isnt it just a

piece of paper? Can't |

get all the same bene ts

of the church without

joining it? Are you

saying a person can't

be a Christian unless

he or she becomes

a church member?

What  about the

people who worship

regularly, participate
consistently, and serve

willingly,  but  aren't
technically members? Is it

really that big of a deal?”

In this article |1 hope to answer

these and other questions by
showing how church membership is both
biblical and practical. | have a growing concern that
we are increasingly biblically illiterate about church
membership. So while there remains a general
commitment to church membership among our
Reformed congregations, many of us aren’t sure why.

When we lose our biblical focus and depend on
custom, we aren't far from abandoning biblical
practices altogether. If we fail to teach ~ why church
membership matters, then our exhortations and
warnings and statistics ultimately ring hollow.

My goal is for you to walk away from this article
persuaded that church membership is not only
grounded in the Word but also God's ideal for your
spiritual and communal life. Like prayer and Bible
reading, joining a church is what Christians do. So
let's get started.

Where in the Scriptures can we turn to nd a direct
command to become a church member? Or is this
one of those issues where the best we can do is piece
together a number of implicit verses until we build a
responsible conclusion?

Rev. Michael
J. Schout

Admittedly, you will nd no verse
that says, “Thou shalt become
a member of a church.” But
neither will you nd a
verse that says, “Trinity.”
However, one cannot

be a faithful interpreter

of the Bible without
seeing that God has

revealed Himself in

three persons.

When it comes to

proving church

membership

from God's Word,

we dont have to

do hermeneutical

gymnastics. We're not

talking about an argument

from silence. What the

Scriptures teach is clear and

cogent. Church membership isn't

just a possible deduction from one’s
particular school of interpretation. It's a practice that

permeates the Bible.

We cannot read the book of Acts without being
impressed by the number of times Luke makes
mention of particulars. For example, in Acts 2:41 we
read, “So those who received his word were baptized,
and there were added that day about three thousand
souls.” A few verses later he describes those early
Christians as “praising God and having favor with
all the people. And the Lord added to their number
day by day those who were being saved” (Acts 2:47).
Later, in Acts 16:5 we read, “So the churches were
strengthened in the faith, and they increased in
numbers daily.”

When the Scriptures say “increased in numbers,” we
should take that to mean actual, particular numbers.
And to what were they added? To a pool of converts
who were left to wander on their own? No. These new
believers were added to the church. When they came
to Christ they came to Christ’s body.
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We also nd biblical proof for church
membership when we consider the
role of church leaders. Whenever the
elders are exhorted to shepherd the
ock, the Scriptures assumes that
they watch over particular souls. In
Acts 20:28, where the apostle Paul
leaves his nal words to the Ephesian
elders, he writes, “Pay careful
attention to yourselves and to all the
ock, in which the Holy Spirit has
made you overseers, to care for the
church of God, which he obtained
with his own blood.” Likewise, in
Hebrews 13:17 we read, “Obey your
leaders and submit to them, for
they are keeping watch over your
souls, as those who will have to
give an account.” How can an elder
faithful shepherd people who have
not fully submitted themselves to
the governance and ministry of the
church? Again, the Scriptures point
us to actual church membership.

A third rationale we nd explicitly
taught in the New Testament about
church membership is the many
exhortations about mutual love
and service. Could a regular visitor
use his gifts to bless others in the
congregation? Certainly, to a point.
But formal membership binds the
church together in mutual love
and loyalty. As we read in Romans
12:4-6, “For as in one body we have
many members, and the members
do not all have the same function,
so we, though many, are one body
in Christ, and individually members
one of another. Having gifts that
di er according to the grace given
to us, let us use them.” Paul is talking
about members who have willingly
bound themselves to a local body of
believers.

Church membership permeates the
pages of the New Testament. Far
from being a good and necessary
inference, it jumps o the pages,
particularly as we read the book of
Acts and the various letters written
to actual congregations.
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But becoming a member of a church
also has practical rami cations. To
begin, there is the important notion
of accountability.

To be sure, just because you
are a member of a church does
not guarantee that you will take
advantage of its accountability
potential. Ours is an age in which
membership is often a status more
than a reality. For example, you can
be a member of your local tness
club without ever going there to
exercise, as long as you pay the
monthly fee. The people who run the
place don't really care if you show up
or not, just as long as youre holding
up your end of the bargain.

i hope that's not the case in your
local church. When you become a
member, your church family will
care if you choose not to show up.
Church membership in a Reformed
church is not just a piece of paper.
It's a commitment. It's a promise, not
only on the church’s part to you, but
on your part to the church.

When a person becomes a member
of a body of believers, he isn’'t just
in it for himself. The church isn't

like a drive-through restaurant,

where you order what you want o

a menu, then drive away at your
own choosing. It's a place where you
covenant to receive and give.

You might need to rethink your
whole concept of membership.
The church is a place to practice
stewardship. Making profession
of faith isn't the nish line. It's a
wonderful step in the race of the
Christian life.

You and | need the church. It's in
the church where Christ gives His
means of grace. It's in the church
where others help us grow. It's in
the church where Christ calls His
people to fellowship together. But
the church also needs you.

Don't get a big head. You're not that
wonderful, and neither am |. We're

sinners in need of major redeeming
grace. We're so bad that it took God
to come from heaven and die on a
cross. Yet as a professing Christian,
you are called to meet the needs
of others. Which people? Yes, your
parents. Yes, even your siblings. But
what we consistently nd in the New
Testament about practical Christian
living is given in the context of the
church.

Whether it's the fruit of the Spirit,
or the many exhortations about
using our spiritual gifts, or general
reminders to love one another, we
can't ignore the emphasis placed on
the church. And not just the church
in general, but a local church in
particular.

About a year ago, | asked my (then
three-year-old) son if he could tell

me the name of our church. “The
holy catholic church!” he replied.

Yes! He was so right!

Yet when we join the church, we join
a church. While we're called to pray
for the church around the world, God
gives us people right in front of us—
living and breathing people—to love
and serve. And here’s the thing. The
people at your church aren’t always
the easiest to love. Neither are you.
But that's what we're called to do.
That's how we grow. The church has
the perfect soil for sancti cation. A
group of needy sinner-saints. When
you become a member, you are
connected to them in the same way
that your foot is connected to your
body. You need it just like it needs
you.

I'll close with this challenge. Join
the church. Profess your faith.
Become a full member of your local
congregation. Fully participate in
the life and fellowship. Receive
the Lord’s Supper. Submit to your
elders. Serve the body. Pray for the
members. Attend regularly. Find
ways to use your gifts. Love Jesus by
loving your church. For all its warts
and weaknesses, the church is the



place where Christians gather. Stop
dating it. Isn’t it time to commit?

If you're already a member, seek to
become healthier. Do not equate
membership with a piece of paper.
You haven't graduated from the
need to learn. Get involved. Stretch
yourself. Move away from your
comfort zone. Ask yourself not what
your church can do (better) for you,
but what you can do (better) for your
church.

JUST PRINTED!

By His Spirit and Word:
How Christ Builds His Church
by Dr. Cornelis Venema

An excellent book on the Reformed
approach to true church growth.

Dr. Venema’s analysis of the Reformed
confessional teaching on the means of
grace encourages readers to examine
the confessions for themselves. His
careful study, especially his synthetic
analysis of the confessions’ teaching
on these topics, o ers a helpful
corrective to the current anemia

a icting many churches today.

Paperback, 208 pages, 5-1/2 x 8-1/2"

And nally, a word to my younger
friends. While full church
membership may still be down the
road, act as if you're a full member
now. Here’s what | mean. Come
gladly to worship the King. Find
ways to serve the body. Encourage
the downcast. Welcome outsiders.
Come to catechism prepared and
humble. Pray for your leaders. Love
Jesus. Serve the church. While
certain benets will have to wait
(communion), no one said you have
to wait to act like a Christian until

you make a public profession.

Church  membership is  both
biblically grounded and practically
useful. May Christ cause us to love
His body half as much as He does.

Rev. Michael J. Schout

is the pastor of Grace URC in
Alto, MI. He welcomes your
feedback at:
mikeschout@gmail.com

Bible Studies on 1 Timothy
by Rev. Henry Vander Kam

Although written several decades ago,
the content remains relevant for the
church of Jesus Christ today. This is
especially true of Vander KanBble
Studies on 1 Timoth¥his ever popular
study focuses on the instruction that
an experienced Paul gives to a young,
sometimes insecure preacher, also
relevant for all Christians.

The bulk of the lessons deal with the
advice that Paul gave concerning the way
those within the church should conduct
themselves. It also addresses the falling
away of the church and how Christians
are to remain faithful.

Paperback, 112 pages, 5-1/2 x 8-1/2"

Bible Studieson 1 & 2
Thessalonians
by Rev. Henry Vander Kam

The words for this book were also written
several decades ago, yet the content is
very current for Christ’s Church and for
our lives today. As Paul gives comfort,
encouragement and instruction for the
Christians in Thessalonica, you too will be
enriched in your spiritual walk with your
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

The second half of the book contains
some valuable studies regarding the end
times. Some of these chapter titles read,;
“Concerning Those Who Died Before the
Lord’s Return, Awaiting the Lord’s Return
and Coming to Judge

Paperback, 136 pages, 5-1/2 x 8-1/2"
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Christian Zeal

Mr. Dave
Vander Meer

“But it is good to be zealous in a good thing always.”

People are zealous about many
things in their lives: sports
teams, business, politics, family,
hobbies, and a whole host of
other things. We live in a culture
that would have us hide our
Christianity, or at least put it on
the back burner until Sunday, and
in church only. is is not what the
Lord wants or expects from us. Zeal
is sometimes associated with being
zealous or being a zealot. Usually
that connotation is tied to being
over the top or extreme. e word
fan (as in sports fan) is a shortened
version of the wordanatic, which

is de ned by Webster as “excessive
enthusiasm and oen intense,
uncritical devotion.”

In the passage above, Paul had
been addressing the Galatians
concerning their fears, most

likely because of the pressure that
the Judaizers had been putting
on them to return to their old

religious ways. e Judaizers had

been zealous in their cause to
convince the Galatian Christians
to return to Judaism. Paul had

to get the Galatians’ attention

by questioning whether he had
become their enemy. He was, in a
sense, reminding them of Proverbs
27:6, “Faithful are the wounds
of a friend, but the kisses of an
enemy are deceitful” e Galatian

Christians need to be zealous for
the cause of Christ, not just when
Paul is there with them but always.

Christian zeal is “a burning
desire to please God, to dc

— Galatians 4:18a

His will, and to advance His glory
in the world” (J. C. RyleWwalking
With God, 56). e reason why
the world wants us to put our
Christianity on the back burner
is that it has no desire to please
God. Pleasing God is not in the
nature of sinful people at all. It is
only because we are converted by
God's Holy Spirit and changed
by Him that we can even think
in these terms. We should not
be surprised. In fact, we should
expect others to not want us to
show our Christian zeal. Why?
Because it pricks the conscience of
unbelievers, and they must either
submit to King Jesus or attack
Him. Unfortunately, Christians
sometimes feel uncomfortable
with those who show more zeal
for Christian service than we do.
ere could be a variety of reasons
for this, but it probably stems from
some feeling of guilt for a lack of
zeal. is should not be confused
with being boisterous or loud; it is
about our desire to advance God'’s
glory, which will be tied to our
emotions.

If we have a desire to please God,
it will come with consequences.
e question is, Are we willing to
live with the consequences? Most
“great” people in history will put
aside everything to accomplish
their goal. What is our great
goal? Is our goal to be like the
apostles, the early church fathers,
the Reformers, or missionaries?
Many of these people




sacri ced their lives, and all sacri ced Christian zeal will come with bene ts sometimes make mistakes, but it is far
personal comfort to please God. e as well. e Christian will be blessed worse to be without zeal'Walking
world didn't like what they had to sayspiritually. He or she will know God'swith God,59).

a_nd how they lived. Sonje.throughout\/\_/ord more thoroughly,' which will We are all called to use our Christian
history have used (_2hr|st|_an zeal agive peace, comfort, joy, anc_l tr“ezeal, but not all in the same area
an excuse to do terrible thlngs,_ SO wéaappiness. If your goal is to strive forOf Christian service. We each have
need to know what true Christian God’s glory, hoyv can that _no_t bene t een gied di erently, have di erent
zeal looks like. you as a Christian? A Christian's Zea@allings, and have hearts for di erent

can have an eect on the Chur.ch'ministries. e world is zealous for its

according to God's Word. EvenA truly zealous person can aCh_'eV?/ain philosophies and wants to trap us
Peter, when he was a disciple, haFUCh' and that zeal |§oen contagiousy, s tanaticism. We must persevere
zeal on a few occasions that was nopt. the goqd_ of God's people and thefo do the will of God for His glory in

according to God's will and Word. Wegospel ministry.  Our c_ult_ure and our Christian zeal wherever we are
must have a true knowledge of God: oclety _benet from_C.hrlstlan .Zeal'called. We must keep Christ as our
Word and study it so we know how to. vangelism and Christian service arGst love in all things. We cannot be

serve Him. We need to examine thénSpIre<j by it, Christian ministries are concerned about what the world will

started and continued because of Itsay, but we must continue to minister

motives for our service. If the motives nd the world dies without it
are self-serving, our works of servicé ¢ wo €s out It to our children community, and the

lose their power. We can look at theWhat kills Christian zeal? e status world through God'’s Holy Word and
Pharisees as an example of this; theguo. If we don't do anything to serveour Christian service with a zeal for
had no humility. If you are looking for the Lord, what will happen? Nothing! God!
the praise of men, you have lost youburing the Great Awakening, George
power to please God. RemembeiWhite eld was not allowed to preach
God looks at the heart (1 Sam. 16:7)n some churches in England and
Christian zeal has to be concernedmerica. Why, you may ask? His
with what God is concerned with, preaching wasnt about the status
intertwined with love (1 Cor. 13). quo but to stir the hearts of men for
What God is concerned with is thesalvation and the service of God. J. (
salvation of the lost (1 Cor. 9:22), theRyle spoke of this attitude this way
holiness of His people (1 Peter 1:16)]f you are a Christian, be careful not
the keeping of pure doctrine (Titusto quench Christian zeal. Try to stir it
2:1), and so on. up within yourself, and be careful not
to oppose it in others. Zealous people

True Christian zeal has to be

Mr. Dave Vander Meer

is the administrator of Reformed
Heritage Christian School, a board
member of Reformed Mission
Services, and was formerly the
youth director at Cornerstone URC.

A URCNA Pastor’s Conference is Among the speakers, will be Dr. Michael Horton, Rev.
being planned for June 1-3, 2015. Ralph Pontier, Rev. Christo Heiberg, Rev. Danny Hyde,
It will be held on the campus Rev. Ron Scheuers and others yet to be announced. The
of Westminster Seminary in cost to register is $100.

Escondido, California with the

theme “An Ordinary Ministry” Further information can be found on the conference

website at www.urcnapc2015.com or contact
Rev. Andrew Compton at ndrwcmpt@christreformed.org
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If Christ Had Not Been Raised SgYaW'H'

ut Christ has indeed been raisedhe founder, foundation, and centerthey wake up they are still hungry. If

from the dead, the rstfruits of of a religion? Yet that is exactly theour faith in the risen Lord is in vain,
those who have fallen asleep. (1 Comessage of Christianity. there would be no victory over death,
15:20) . no assurance of pardon for our sin,
If Christ has not been raised—thenThe Necessity no re_concili_ation with God, and no
what? Have you ever sat down for o] _no_t take_ t_he central truth (_)f the promise of life eternal.
few minutes of quiet meditation and hn_sUan religion for granted. It is not
asked yourself that question? Howpu cient to attend church on Easter

would you answer it? If Christ had notSur_lday and_ then 90 back o you
been raised—then what? ordinary routine of life on Monday as

though nothing happened.

If Christ had not been raised, then
those who have fallen asleep in
'Christ have perished. Paul, Peter,
John, and all the rest of the heroes of
Do not take the fact of the resurrection : . falth_have perls_hed forever, We_ I.<now
for granted. It is not just an ordinary If Christ had not been ralsed—_thennothlng of their present condition.

event that happened some timewhat? en you would not be going Mary Magdalene, who loved Jesus,
many, many years ago. An ordinar)}o church on Easter Sunday, or anynd Mary, the mother of Jesus, have
event would be the sun rising inSunday for that matter. ere would entered the dark valley of death alone.
the morning and setting at dusk e no church to go to. ere would be Ou_r loved ones who had placed all
However beautiful it may be, however® triumphal message or transcendentheir hope_ and trust in Jesus were
many poets may write about it orgood news to draw you fo church.but misguided souls. We can oer

artists paint it, the rising and setting ere \_Noulc_l be no resurrection songs no comfort as we stand 'at the open
of the sun are ordinary events. GoOextollng victory, joy, peace, and powergrave of a believing family member.

has been ever faithful to His promisdf Christ had not been raised, thereA dreary funeral dirge would replace

of there being a time for planting andwould be no gospel. Jesus of Nazare{dﬁIe so_ngl zf hgpe. \F’)Vh"’llt a_tgospel of
a time for harvest. Because of Hisvas a mere mortal who died as ?oezgal?tiend ?neoréiys]ana;”\Ar::;ﬁs(’lwceo?re
promise, in the spring it is ordinary to martyr for a holy cause. His bodyls_lgg) '
see dormant seeds come to life. atwould be buried in a Palestinian™ =/

which was once buried in the graveaomb. Perhaps for a time some wouldThe Fact

of winter breaks open through themake a pilgrimage to His grave a . .

sod and arises to new life. Howevepeople do to the grave of Muhammed%éj; d?hr'St has been raised from the
amazing it may be, it is an ordinaryWe would however be still steeped in |
event that we can observe every yeaour sin and remain unreconciled tolt is no longer the darkest, gloomiest
it would not, however, be an ordinaryou.r Creator_. en.Jesus was either a day of hopelessness. inl_< qf what the
thing for someone who had diedmsgwded idealist whose I|_fe endedsaturday aer the cruci xion must
to arise from the grave aer three N bitter tra_gedy or a deceiver whohave been like for the disciples. ey
days. Nor would it be ordinary if he declared_ Himself as the Son of Godhad hoped Jesus would be the One
would live a normal life for forty daysWho miscalculated the probablewho would redeem Israel. e hope
and then be lied up into the skies course of events. that had once sent them out two by

never to see death and decay. It i§ Christ had not been raised, then ourtWO had faded into nothing. Peters

so extraordinary that if it happenedfaith is vain. We would be cherishingwords’ .Y_ou are tP e Christ, the Son
it would continue throughout the a delusion and chasing a er the wind.Of thg living God," were empty and
world’s history to be a very importantWe would be like those who fa"meanlngless.

event—an event that would be spokemsleep hungry and dream of sittingen suddenly everything changed.
of throughout the ages. Who hasat a great banquet table lled with“ere was a violent earthquake,
ever heard of a man dying, rising taall kinds of delicious delicacies. Ohfor an angel of the Lord came down
a deathless life, and then becomingvhat a wonderful dream! But whenfrom heaven and, going to the tomb,
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The Response

e fact of the resurrection is never
just an event that happened sometime
in history long ago for the person who
has repented of his sin and hungered
aer righteousness. To him it is the
core of his comfort. He realizes that in
raising Jesus from the dead, the Father
has set His approval upon the atoning
work of His Son accomplished upon
the cross of Calvary.

e penitent sinner has no di culty in
acknowledging the resurrection. Such
an extraordinary event has become
indispensable to him. He needs a
Savior who has faced the wages of his
sin and claimed victory over them by
rising up from the dead. Is Jesus the

_ _ o risen and living Lord to you? Does He
rolled back the stone and sat on itthe sunrise or springtime—to them.|jye in you?

His appearance was like lightningNor can it be ordinary to us! Wrapped
and his clothes were white as snowtip in the miracle of the resurrection € tragedy of much of modern
e guards were so afraid of him they of Jesus Christ is our comfort, ourChristianity is that it only nominally

shook and became like dead men.  assurance, our inspiration, our lifeCelebrates Easter. Dressed in new
view, our world view, our all. It is the SPring garb, we prattle about the

: 2~ anchor of all our hope for this life and€@wakening of nature. We wipe the
be afraid, for | know you are |00k|n9{0r the life to come.p chocolate from around our mouths

for Jesus, who was cruci ed. He is no . as we talk about spiritual values. We
here; He has risen, just as He saide fact of the resurrection makes get snapshots of the children with the

Come and see the place where He laghristianity the one religion of gaster Bunny while whispering about
" (Matt 282—6) triumphant Certa|nty and joyOUS the |mmortal|ty of the soul. ere is

Heaven and earth testlfy that He iSCOhV|Ct|0n. It lis the believer out of Something le of the form of godliness

light over darkness, day over night, life

. over death. It is the witness of God tfY faith we are to receive the
risen. e Word of God and the word L ) i
our justi cation. It is assurance from SUPremely important fact of the

of men (who told the chief priests o "o " 0 0 o believe ar@Odily resurrection of Christ. We

what had happened) testify that He “accepted into fellowship with God.Need to make our pilgrimage every

risen. It is the secret of new life throughEaster, every Lord's Day, every day to
Since that rst day of the week so manyhe power of the Holy Spirit. It is the (€ €émpty tomb and realize anew that
years ago, the church has constantijuarantee of the ultimate resurrectiont IS Only by the power of the risen,

borne witness to the glorious fact ofof the whole creation that now groandVing Christ that we can be lied

the resurrection by singing, “Christwhile it patiently awaits the new @P0Ve the power of sin. Because He
is risen! Hallelujah!” e echo of that Jerusalem. lives we can live a life of fellowship
victorious hymn resounds in the heart with the sovereign God who lives and

of every true believer on every Easteﬁ risen Lord is the rstfruits of reigns forever.
morming those who are asleep. ey may seem

gone, but they are with the risen and
Early Christians would greet oneascended Lord. He keeps them safe
another with the words, “e Lord with Him until the hour strikes when

is risen!” and respond, “He is risenHe comes again to bring all His elect
indeed!” e resurrection of Jesus with Him into eternal glory.

was not just an ordinary fact—like

“ e angel said to the women, ‘Do not

risen. e fear of the enemy and the
witness of friends testify that He is
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