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The Absolute Best Miracle Ever
Meditation

Rev. Wybren  
Oord
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“In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God.”  
—John 1:1 

When we confess our undoubted 
Christian faith, as we so often 

do when we recite the Apostles Creed, 
it is kind of like boasting about our 
God. He confesses that He is the great 
Creator and Provider, that He is our 
Redeemer and Intercessor, and that 
He is our Teacher and Sanctifier.

That word “boasting” often has bad 
connotations. We are told that we 
should not boast or brag. Were we to 
boast of our own accomplishments, 
we certainly should be reminded that 
we are not to do so. However, when 
we boast in the Lord, declaring His 
wonderful deeds, we are not boasting 
in a bad way. To boast in our God is 
to confess Him. It is to give wonderful 
witness to all the great things that 
God has done and continues to do 
for us. Certainly we have cause for 
such boasting!

At the beginning of John’s gospel, John 
confesses his faith in Jesus. John had 
much to say about Jesus throughout 
his gospel. He could not wait to write 
about the life of Jesus, the signs and 
miracles of Jesus, and the teachings 
of Jesus. Most of all, however, John 
wanted to write about the death and 
resurrection of Jesus and the freedom 
that we have when we believe in Jesus 
and commit our lives to Him.

Before getting to any of the things 
that Jesus did during His ministry 
on earth, John boasts about Jesus by 
telling us who He is. He writes, “In 
the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word 
was God.” Just a few verses later, 
he adds, “We have seen His glory” 
(John 1:14).

John acknowledges that Jesus is 
eternal. Everything was made by 
Him. John declares that not even the 
tiniest thing that exists in this world 
came to being without Him. In Jesus 
there is life. In Jesus there is light. 
Jesus came shining brightly into this 
dark world, shining His light into the 
darkness of sin, death, and hell. John 
writes that Jesus conquered them all. 
If you are afraid of any of those things 
(sin, death, hell), then you need to 
know this Jesus.

John continues to boast about the 
kingdom, power, and glory of Jesus. 
But he saves the best for last when he 
writes that “the Word became flesh 
and lived for a while among us.” That 
is the absolute best miracle that could 
ever take place. The God whom we 
confess as eternal, incomprehensible, 
invisible, infinite, and almighty came 
and dwelt among us!

There was a movie made back in 
1947 entitled “Miracle on 34th Street.” 
It is a cute little story about how 
Old Saint Nick makes a little girl’s 
Christmas come true by granting all 

her wishes. Many of the Christmas 
specials on television today follow 
a similar pattern as did that movie 
years ago. Someone wants lots 
and lots of presents for Christmas. 
Through events in the program, this 
person finds out that giving is more 
important than getting. Just before 
the closing credits, the child says, 
“You know what, Mommy? It really 
is better to give than to receive.” In 
brilliant worldly wisdom the mother 
replies, “Yes, dear. That’s the miracle 
of Christmas.”

What these Christmas specials do is 
show us how little we really expect 
from Christmas. All people really 
want is for their wishes to be fulfilled. 
We want stuff. All kinds of stuff that 
we will tire of and sell at the next 
garage sale. In the process, the true 
meaning of Christmas is lost. What 
Christmas is really all about is that 
the second person of the Trinity is 
with us.

That is the good news of this season! 
In Isaiah 9, the prophet declares that 
to us a child has been born; to us a 
Son has been given. The most exciting 
words in Isaiah’s prophecy are the 
words “to us.” It is to us that He has 
come. Very God of very God is with 
us. For us and to us God Himself has 
come in the flesh.
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Jesus is one with us in every experience of life from birth to death. We do not have 
a Savior who does not know what we are going through and therefore is unable to 
sympathize with us. The Bible teaches us that Jesus went through every aspect of 
life except one. He knows all about hunger and thirst. He knows all about loneliness 
and rejection. He knows all about pain and suffering. He knows grief, joy, sadness, 
and every other emotion we have. Jesus experienced everything we experience with 
the exception of sin. Jesus never sinned.

Not only did Jesus experience life, but because He was without sin, He is able to 
totally change our lives. He once said, “I am come that you may have life and have it 
to the fullest.” We can have that full life because of one more thing that Jesus did in 
His life: He died.

Jesus did not die because He had to die. He did not die just to go through the 
experience. He died so that through His death we could have eternal life. That is 
why Paul wrote that if he was to boast in anything, he would boast in the Lord. 
For Paul, what really mattered was that because of what Jesus Christ accomplished 
through His death, we have been reconciled to God. Those who know Jesus have the 
glad assurance that nothing will separate us from the love that God has for us.

“The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” That is the true wonder of 
Christmas. It is the absolute best miracle ever. John calls us to place our faith in 
Jesus. When God is with us, then we are with God. To Him be the praise and the 
glory forever!

THEWORDBECAME
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Two Kinds of Observers
There have always been two kinds 
of Calvin-biographies, and since the 
nineteenth century there have also 
been two kinds of observations on 
Calvin’s use of Scripture.

Historians, investigators in the 
broad field of history, never are quite 
unbiased. They always approach the 
facts as children of their time and as 
men of a certain conviction, and it is 
inevitable that even in their research 
work they are influenced by their 
personal opinions.

Some observers have clearly and 
unreservedly stated that Calvin 
evaluated Scripture as the verbally 
inspired, authoritative, and infallible 
Word of God. I quote two American 
theologians.

Dunlop Moore wrote in the 
Presbyterian and Reformed Review,

While recognizing the free and 
natural exercise of their mental 
powers by the sacred writers, 
Calvin yet unequivocally asserts, 
that both the matter and form of 
what they wrote are due to the 

action of the Spirit of God. To 
make Calvin admit that there 
are real errors in Scripture would 
be, by implication, to charge him 
with teaching that there are errors 
inspired by God. An inspired 
error is utterly inconceivable, 
and Calvin is not guilty of 
countenancing the existence of 
such an absurdity.1

The famous Calvinist B. B. Warfield 
wrote:

Such, then, are the Scriptures as 
conceived by Calvin: sixty-six 
books, dictated by God to his 
notaries that they might, in this 
public record, stand as a perpetual 
special revelation of himself to 
his people, to supplement or 
to supersede in their case the 
general revelation which he gives 
of himself in his works and deeds, 
but which is rendered ineffective 
by the sin-bred disabilities of the 
human soul.2

On the other hand there are authors 
who deny flatly that Calvin would 
have anything to do with a theory of 
verbal inspiration, and one of them 
even declares Calvin to be “the father 

of the scientific criticism of the Bible.” 
The Dutch professor J. A. Cramer 
exclaimed that

Not he follows in the footsteps of 
Calvin, who sticks to the verbal 
inspiration of the Bible, but he 
who, standing on the ground 
of the experience of salvation 
obtained from Scripture, goes 
on with boldness in his scientific 
critical research of Scripture, not 
shrinking from any dogmatic 
bias, even if he attains results of 
which Calvin himself could not 
have dreamt by far.3

And in recent time the Austrian 
theologian Noltensmeier declared: 
“Calvin very unconcernedly practiced 
criticism of Scripture.”4

Of course there is a theoretical 
possibility that both groups of 
observers are right. First of all we have 
to consider that possibility.

Two Calvins?
J. A. Cramer suggests that there 
have been two Calvins. He supposes 
that the Calvin of the Institutes was 
not the same as the Calvin of the 

Calvin on Scripture Dr. Louis
Praamsma
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commentaries. In his Institutes he 
was bound by his own dogmatical 
system. But in his commentaries he 
spoke out more freely, he let himself 
go, and therefore we find, according 
to Cramer’s opinion, in these 
commentaries the real Calvin, and 
in the Institutes a kind of Calvin in 
a refrigerator.

This is a clever hypothesis. But it is at 
the same time a quite unacceptable 
hypothesis. If one thing has been 
repeated very often, it is this: that 
Calvin was a most consistent 
theologian; there has been progress 
in his ideas, of course; there is some 
difference between the first edition of 
the Institutes and the later editions; 
but this difference is never a difference 
in principles; it is always a difference 
in development of thought.

And it is quite impossible to maintain 
that at the same time of his life Calvin 
differed with himself in opinion about 
the authority of the text of Scripture, 
the original text. Such a suggestion is 
not a solution.

The Suggested Contradiction
It may seem a fairly superfluous task 
to give some quotations from the 
works of Calvin that are relevant to 
the question at stake. They are found 
in many books. I shall only give 
some examples.

In his Institutes he speaks the 
famous words:

Here is the supreme power with 
which pastors of the church, by 
whatever name they are called, 
should be invested—namely, to 
dare all boldly for the word of 
God, compelling all the virtue, 
glory, wisdom and rank of the 
world to yield and obey its 
majesty. Although, as I have 
observed, there is this difference 
between the apostles and their 
successors, they were sure and 

authentic amanuenses of the 
Holy Spirit; and therefore, their 
writings are to be regarded as the 
oracles of God, whereas others 
have no other office than to teach 
what is delivered and sealed in the 
Holy Scriptures. We conclude, 
therefore, that it does not now 
belong to faithful ministers to 
coin some new doctrine to which 
all, without exception, are made 
subject. [Emphasis added.]5

And at another place he speaks in the 
following manner:

Since no daily responses are 
given from heaven, and the 
Scriptures are the only records 
in which God has been pleased 
to consign his truth to perpetual 
remembrance, the full authority 
which they ought to possess with 
the faithful is not recognized, 
unless they are believed to have 
come from heaven, as directly 
as if God had been heard giving 
utterance to them.6

On the other hand Calvin sometimes 
seems to correct the text of Scripture:
“In the Greek words used by Paul the 
particle of comparison as is placed 
after to every man; but the order is 
inverted. Hence to make the meaning 
more apparent, I have rendered it 
as to every man rather than to every 
man as” (1 Corinthians 3: 5). “These 
repetitions I deem superfluous” 
(1 John 2:14). And sometimes Calvin 
seems to question the accuracy of 
Scripture. “Whereas he saith that 
Jacob came into Egypt with 75 souls, it 
agreeeth not with the words of Moses; 
for Moses maketh mention of 70 
only. And whereas he saith afterward, 
they were laid in the sepulchre which 
Abraham had bought of the sons 
of Hemor, it is manifest that there 
is a fault in the word Abraham. For 
Abraham bought a double cave of 
Ephron the Hittite to bury his wife 
Sarah in; but Joseph was buried in 

another place, to wit, in the field 
which his father Jacob had bought 
of the sons of Hemor for a hundred 
lambs. Wherefore this place must be 
amended” (Acts 7:14, 16).

These samples are sufficient. There are 
many others of the same kind.

Some General Remarks
Before going on to consider the 
problem under consideration, I 
shall make some general historical 
remarks. The first is this: that it is 
unhistorical to create the impression 
that Calvin and the other Reformers 
lived in a situation and climate like 
that of the eighteenth century. With 
the exception of Marcion and some 
other heretics, it was the common 
opinion until that century, that the 
Bible in its totality was the inspired 
Word of God.

The Divine inspiration of the Bible 
was generally held to require belief 
in the truth of all its assertions on 
matters not only of history, doctrine 
and ethics, but also of cosmology, and 
natural science. In the earlier phases 
of the modern scientific movement 
(16th and 17th centuries) this view of 
inspiration was shared by Catholics 
and Protestants alike.7

My second remark is this: that 
consequently in the days of the 
Reformation there was no discussion 
about the inspiration of the Holy 
Scripture and its infallibility.8 There 
were controversies with the Roman 
Catholics about almost all parts 
of doctrine, but this point was not 
even touched. It is therefore a vain 
enterprise to seek in Calvin, as J. A. 
Cramer and others did, any basis for 
modern criticism of Scripture.

My third remark is, that textual 
criticism flourished in Calvin’s days. 
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The great humanists hunted for 
manuscripts. The Complutensian 
Polyglot was edited; Erasmus 
published his Greek New Testament, 
and some years later Beza brought 
out the second edition of his New 
Testament, supplemented by the 
“Codex Bezae,” which had been 
discovered at Lyons, the “Peshitta,” 
and a Latin translation of the Arabic 
version. Calvin has been a master in 
textual criticism. The original text was 
sacrosanct in his eyes. “But all that 
happened afterwards with the word 
of Scripture has been in the eyes of 
Calvin only human work. Not any 
more than the church was infallible 
in its confession of the canon, were 
the copyists of the manuscripts, and 
all who have labored in any manner 
with the text, free from error and 
mistakes. Yes, Calvin does not shrink 
from calling their work several times 
defective and injudicious. And he 
holds it as a duty of theology to find 
out and to correct the “menda” and 
“errores” which in this manner have 
been introduced in the inspired text.” 9

The Thesis of Dr. De Groot
The able Dutch theologian, Dr. D. J. 
De Groot, who died a short time ago, 
defended in 1931 his thesis about 
Calvin’s conception of the Inspiration 
of Holy Scripture, and his work is still 
of great value. Two of his conclusions 
have to be quoted here.

The first one is this; “The opinion of 
H. Heppe that Calvin did not accept a 
proper “Inspiration der Aufzeichnung” 
(verbal inspiration) is in conflict 
with clear pronouncements of 
the Reformer.”

And the second one is this: “The 
opinion of J. A. Cramer, that Calvin 
considered himself bound by 
pronouncements of Scripture only so 
far as they agree with the Christian 
experience of salvation, is wrong.”

Dr. De Groot offers convincing 
arguments in his thesis for these 
conclusions. He traversed the works 
of Calvin in all directions, but he 
never discovered two Calvins, but 
only one.

Only in the exegesis of one text did he 
find occasion for the supposition that 
the Reformer more or less lost sight 
of the limits between higher criticism 
and textual criticism. But then he 
rightly remarks:

The Reformer would have been 
a superman if he also in this 
point not once in a way had been 
mistaken.10

And he gives abundant evidence for the 
contention that Calvin was a defender 
of the idea of verbal inspiration.

The Solution of the Problem
What is the truth then about the 
supposed contradiction which 
some have discovered in Calvin’s 
conception of Scripture? That 
contradiction is fictitious.

Dr. De Groot speaks of three kinds of 
arguments that have been advanced 
in favor of this alleged contradiction. 
They are to be found in the area of 
exegesis, of introduction to the books 
of the Bible, and of textual criticism.

Dr. De Groot demonstrates that 
Calvin cultivated these three 
theological disciplines without being 
unfaithful to the doctrine of verbal 
inspiration. He adds that it is most 
amazing that again and again authors 
quote remarks of the Reformer based 
on textual criticism to demonstrate 
that he shared their liberal points of 
view! This is only an unpardonable 
confusion of thought.

Dr. De Groot gives examples of 
Calvin’s textual criticism. He had a 
rather low opinion of the work of 
the Jewish scribes, who gathered and 
kept the prophecies and to whom he 
ascribes the division in chapters.

On Matthew 27: 9 he writes that he does 
not know how the name of Jeremiah 
could creep in there, but he does not 
doubt that it is introduced by mistake 
instead of the name of Zechariah.

On John 1:1 he acknowledges the 
right to correct an apparently corrupt 
text, for he defends Erasmus who 
replaced a word with a better one.

On John 8:3 the research of the 
manuscripts taught him that there 
are text-critical objections against the 
pericope about the adulterous woman.

When he has said on 1 John 
2:14: “These repetitions I deem 
superfluous,” he continues: “It is 
probable, that inexperienced readers, 
who wrongly thought that he had 
spoken two times of the children, 
thoughtlessly added the two other 
parts.” Concerning Ephesians 5:14 he 
declares that some manuscripts are 
evidently mistaken.

In regard to 2 Thessalonians he 
concludes from an old translation and 
from some Greek commentators that 
the words of Paul had been tampered 
with, and he explains that a mistake 
with one letter could very easily have 
been made.

And so the list of Calvin’s critical 
remarks about the text of the several 
manuscripts can be multiplied.11

At the same time his conviction is 
unshaken that the apostles and the 
prophets wrote “dictante Spiritu 
Sancto,” by dictation of the Holy Spirit. 
This last expression does not mean 
that Calvin showed any adherence to 
a mechanical theory of inspiration.

He regards the writers of the books of 
the Bible as men who stood in service 
of God’s revelation with their whole 
personality, with all their natural and 
spiritual gifts; in whose writings their 
individuality and their environment 
are reflected.
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Rev. Louis Praamsma  
(1910–1984) served several 
churches in the Christian 
Reformed Church. He also  
served as an Assistant Professor  
at Calvin Theological Seminary.

On Matthew 4:5 he writes that the 
Evangelists had not the purpose 
scrupulously to follow the course of 
history; on Matthew 7:12 he writes 
that Matthew combined the chief 
contents of the teaching of Jesus from 
several oral sources; on Luke 1: 3 he 
speaks about the diligent research 
of the sources of the Evangelist. He 
compares the language of David 
and Isaiah with that of Amos and 
Zechariah, and esteems the first 
higher than the last; he speaks of the 
prolixity [wordiness—ed.] of Ezekiel 
and of the Hebraisms of Luke.11

Always he sees men writing the 
Bible—men with all their activities 
and capacities; but these men are used 
by the Holy Spirit to bring the truth of 
God; and this truth has to be received 
reverently, even when our heart or 
our understanding begins to make 
objections. That is the reason why 
Calvin answers his calumniator, who 
had calumniated against him, that he 
made the will of God the supreme 
cause of all the hardness of heart in 
men:

It is not I that said that ‘God 
taketh away the hearts of the 
princes and causeth them to 
err,’ or that ‘God held the heart 
of Pharaoh that he might not 
incline to humanity and mercy!’ 
It is not I that said ‘that God 
turned the hearts of the nations, 
and hardened them to hate his 
people’; or, ‘that he hissed for the 
Egyptians, and used them as his 
servants.’ It was not I that said 
‘that Sennacherib was God’s rod 
in his hand, to punish his people.’ 
I did not say all these things. 
They are all the declarations of 
the Spirit of God himself.13

   

1. Presbyterian and Reformed Rev., 
1893, p. 55.
2. Princeton Theol. Rev. VII, p. 259.
3. J. A. Cramer, De Heilige Schrift by 
Calvin, Utrecht, 1926, p. 75, 76.
4. A. Noltensmeier, Reformatorische 
Einheit, Graz—Koln, 1953, p. 79.
5. Institutes IV, 8, 9.
6. Institutes I, 7, 1.

7. Oxford Dictionary of the Christian 
Church, 1958, p. 167.

8. Cf. A. D. R. Polman Onze 
Nederlandsche Geloofsbelijdenis I. 
p. 197.

9. D. J. De Groot, Calvin’s opvatting 
over de Inspiratie der Heilige Schrift, 
Zutphen, 1931, p. 172.
10. op. cit. p. 131.
11. op. cit. p. 172–175.
12. On Ezekiel 2: 3; Acts 2: 3
13. Calvin’s Calvinism, Michigan, 
1956, p. 320.

Reprinted from the September 1959 
Torch and Trumpet
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God Provides a Redeemer
Ruth 2:1–3

Thou wast not born for death, 
immortal Bird!
No hungry generations  
tread thee down;
The voice I hear this  
passing night was heard
In ancient days by emperor  
and clown:
Perhaps the self-same song  
that found a path
Through the sad heart of Ruth, 
when, sick for home
She stood in tears amid the  
alien corn;
The same that oft-times hath
Charm’d magic casements, 
opening on the foam
Of perilous seas,  
in faery lands forlorn.

Many famous pictures and poems 
portray the young Ruth as beautiful 
but forlorn, as young but woeful. She is 
portrayed as haunted with the sadness 
of loss and filled with the despair of 
death—a despair that has driven her to 
a strange and foreign land. As Keates 
notes, she is homesick for Moab, and, 
like the beautiful nightingale, sings a 
charming but sad song that troubles 
the soul. According to Keates, Ruth 
stood among the sheaves, homesick. 
This imagery works well for art and 
creates excellent pictures for poetry, 
but compared to the actual story of 
Ruth, it looks like bad theology.1

The Bible actually paints a strikingly 
different portrait of our strong, young 
heroine. Ruth is not forlorn, but 
hopeful. She is at a new beginning, 
and she finds joy in her Lord. She is a 
new creature, and her life has a fresh 
new start. She is not homesick, nor is 
she sad and pining for her former life. 
To the contrary, Samuel portrays a 
fresh, hard-working and joyful young 
woman who is vibrant and filled with 
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In chapter 2 Samuel shows us the 
savior of the story, or better yet, 

one should say that God Himself 
provides a redeemer. Yes, every detail 
of this profound little story drives 
us forward to the coming encounter 
with the kinsman redeemer, Boaz. 
It may go without saying, but this 
author will still remind the reader 
that Boaz points us to the ultimate 
kinsman redeemer, Jesus Christ. God 
combines His sovereign might with 
His sovereign mercy as He creates 
the absolutely perfect man to snatch 
Ruth from the jaws of death. There is 
nobody in all of Israel more perfectly 
fitted to rescue Ruth from her unique 
situation than Boaz. The most 
creative artist in the world could not 
have crafted a more beautiful, a more 
poignant, or a more perfectly suited 
husband than the Boaz.

Elimelech’s actions have provoked 
the expected results of death and 
confusion, and so Samuel brings the 
reader to another important turning 
point in the story. From the chaos 
of the weakness and faithlessness of 
Elimelech, the Lord causes Ruth to 
emerge as the heroine. Naomi had 
resolved to return to Bethlehem for 
food while Ruth had determined to 
travel to the city in faith. The Jewish 
characters from whom one might 
have expected hope in the Lord have 
failed miserably. Only Ruth, the 
foreigner, turns in faith towards the 
city of bread.

The common portrait of Ruth as 
sorrowful and forlorn simply does not 
match the biblical story. John Keates 
(1795–1821) for instance, in his 
famous poem, Ode to a Nightingale, 
paints the all too typical picture of 
Ruth as haunted with sorrow and 
filled with despair.

Rev. L. Charles  
Jackson

an unsullied sense of purpose and 
hope in the Lord. As such, she leads 
the story forward for us. Unlike the 
foolish Elimelech, who turned away 
from the house of bread for food in 
the cursed land of Moab, Ruth turns 
to the fields of Bethlehem, and in so 
doing, she turns the entire story in a 
new direction. She turns to the Lord 
of Bethlehem in faithfulness.

Naomi wallows in her bitterness; Ruth 
looks forward to the salvation of the 
Lord. She is a vibrant, strong woman 
of devotion who sees with the eyes 
of faith. As such, she pulls the story 
forward with hopeful anticipation 
of the Lord’s goodness. This is how 
Samuel draws us from the death and 
sorrow of Moab to the life and harvest 
of Bethlehem.

Boaz
Chapter 2 inaugurates a dramatically 
different scene. Our two widows have 
come to Bethlehem at the beginning 
of the barley harvest, and a new man 
enters the picture. Samuel writes of an 
obvious change in the fortune of these 
two women that hinges on this new 
man, Boaz. He introduces the reader to 
Boaz, but in a way that draws or pulls 
one forward in the story toward the 
“hoped-for” center where Ruth and 
Boaz meet—and what a great meeting!

Everything about the new setting 
corresponds to the theme of 
resurrection. As a reader you must 
notice that the scene in Bethlehem 
undergoes a marked change from the 
beginning of the story. For instance, 
Bethlehem has now been transformed 
from famine to harvest, and Boaz is 
at the heart of these changes—he has 
been the one who made a difference 
in the city. The city is now a place 
of bread, and Boaz is deliberately 
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connected to revival and to harvest. It 
is into this wondrous scene that Ruth 
enters the city.

Samuel uses the harvest to mark yet 
another fundamental turning point 
in our story. The barley harvest was 
the first of the cereals to be harvested, 
probably around April. This harvest, 
along with the wheat harvest, came 
to be identified with the festivals 
of Passover and Pentecost—times 
of celebration and praise. Harvest 
marks not only the blessing of 
Bethlehem, but connected with it, it 
marks the beginning of restoration 
or resurrection for Naomi. Harvest, 
then, has an appropriate resurrection 
connection. Our dead family returns 
to the land and is immediately 
confronted with the hope of harvest 
and resurrection. This is exactly what 
happens as the story unfolds.

Ruth 2:1 God Provides  
a Savior

There was a relative of Naomi’s 
husband, a mighty man of valor from 
the family of Elimelech whose name 
was Boaz

Samuel tells us that Naomi had 
a relative, but at this point he is 
unknown, and we do not know that he 
is a near kinsman—merely a relative. 
Samuel’s vague description of our new 
man is like the description of chapter 
1:1, “A certain man of Bethlehem of 
Judah.” However, our new man is 
described as a mighty man of valor. 
This phrase, mighty man of valor, 
usually refers to someone mighty 
or outstanding as a warrior. Some 
translations say that he was a “man 
of great wealth.” It is also important 
to note the King David will later be 
called an ish gabor hiyel or mighty 
man of valor. According to Andre 
LaCocque, “The parallel with David’s 
dynasty is not mere chance.”2 Thus, 
Samuel subtly makes the connection 
between the mighty man Boaz and 
his descendant, King David.

Boaz was certainly a man of 
great wealth, but his wealth is not 
emphasized in the story. Rather, 
Samuel points us to Boaz’s role as a 
powerful man of the city—not to his 
wealth per se. He was an influential 
and vital man in Bethlehem. His 
connection with David’s dynasty 
and the coming harvest is powerful 
in many ways; the connection is also 
eschatological because it speaks of 
the future.

Boaz was the ruler or judge of the city. 
If not in title, certainly Boaz was the 
man to whom everyone in the city 
looked as their leader. His exalted 
position enhances the humility and 
tenderness he shows as the story 
progresses. We should take note of 
his exalted position because as a 
Christ figure he will rescue Ruth with 
humility and tender mercy. All of his 
might is directed not to his own glory, 
but to the cause of the needy. As such, 
Boaz’s mighty position enhances the 
ultimate humility that he shows to 
this needy widow. What a stunning 
picture of our Savior!

As the story unfolds, Samuel reveals 
Boaz’s central importance as the 
kinsman redeemer. This is yet another 
of the many literary devices that 
Samuel uses to awaken the reader’s 
curiosity, as well as to foreshadow 
what will happen next in the story. 
The story is structured to force the 
reader to think about what God 
will do for the future of this dead 
family. The literary structure drives 
the reader to ask, “Who is this man 
that we have just met, and what will 
he do in our story?” This means that 
as we read the story we are driven to 
the future of this story, not only for 
what it means for our characters, but 
also for us. Indeed, this is what one 
might describe as an eschatological 
quality to the whole story. The reader 
is required to ask “Who are these 
people, and how do they relate to the 
overall story of the gospel?”

Samuel places Boaz in the first and last 
verse of this chapter, and he is clearly 

the pivotal character. He will mediate 
the “death to life” situation of our 
widows. He will act as the ultimate 
mediator. His description as a mighty 
man is not incidental to our story, but 
directs us to calculate his vital role in 
the unfolding drama.

It is helpful to notice that Boaz is related 
to the first men in our story but by 
way of extreme contrast. For instance, 
we can’t help but juxtapose this new 
strong man of chapter two with the 
weak man of chapter one. So far, all the 
men introduced at the beginning of 
our story were weak and failing. Now, 
however, God brings a strong man to 
the scene. Boaz will be the man who 
stands where the others have fallen. 
He is the one who remains strong and 
faithful where the others have been 
weak and faithless. You can’t miss 
Boaz’s role as the savior of the story. He 
emerges onto the scene and stands as 
the vital link between Ruth and Naomi. 
He rises as the link between the death of 
their family and the hope of life for the 
future. He becomes the link between 
the past and the future. Boaz holds, as 
it were, the destiny of these two widows 
in his hands.

Even though he is an old man, Boaz 
becomes associated with strength 
and hope. His name probably means 
alacrity (liveliness, alertness, action, 
willingness, readiness). He was an 
overcomer, a pillar. He foreshadows 
Jesus Christ and acts an example 
for those who would follow the 
Lord—Boaz is a pillar! One can see 
the theological connection of Boaz 
as a pillar in the temple of God in 
1 Kings 7:21:

Then he set up the pillars by the 
vestibule of the temple; he set up 
the pillar on the right and called 
its name Jachin, and he set up the 
pillar on the left and called its 
name Boaz.

This gives us great insight as to what 
it means to be a pillar in the house of 
God. Boaz, who is a pillar in God’s 
house, is like Christ, who is called the 
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foundation stone of the house of God. 
And, like Christ, his mercy and strength 
is focused toward redeeming the 
needy. Boaz offers a sterling example of 
Christ’s kindness as our savior.

In 1 Kings 7:21 the origin of the name 
of the other pillar, Jachin, is unknown. 
We know nothing more of Jachin 
than that he was a pillar of faith. He 
was a great man of faith, and was so 
great that he was named a pillar in the 
house of God. It is as if God has given 
us Boaz as a type of Christ, and then 
this unknown name points to the rest 
of us who follow in the way of Boaz 
or Christ. All the faithful of Christ 
become the pillars of the new temple, 
the Church of Jesus Christ. Maybe 
you are a Jachin. Certainly Ruth’s story 
highlights the extraordinary role that 
ordinary but faithful people play in the 
history redemption. According to Rev. 
3:12, “He who overcomes, I will make 
him a pillar in the temple of My God, 
and he shall go out no more. And I will 
write on him the name of My God and 
the name of the city of My God, the 
New Jerusalem, which comes down 
out of heaven from My God. And I will 
write on him My new name.”

Furthermore, those of us who long to 
be pillars in the house of God would do 
well to study the life of Boaz.3 It looks 
like Samuel is highlighting the life of 
Boaz to help us to understand the life 
of our blessed Savior Jesus the Christ 
and to amplify our understanding of 
godly character.

From the fields of Moab to 
the Fields of Boaz
Ruth turns to the field of Boaz, which 
becomes the setting for the family’s 
salvation. In a sense, there was 
actually only one field in the land. The 
fields of Israel were divided into plots 
of land for the various families. If 
you remember from the beginning of 
the tribal settlements, all the families 
were given plots of land, which 
belonged to them permanently. If 
they sold their fields, as Elimelech 
had done, they either had to wait for 

the year of jubilee or they had to rely 
on a kinsmen redeemer to buy back 
their land for them.

Ruth 1:1 stated that a certain man went 
to sojourn in the “fields” of Moab. 
Verse 2 says that the family entered 
the “fields” of Moab and remained 
there. Ruth 1:6 mentions that Naomi 
wanted to return from the fields of 
Moab, for she heard in the field of 
Moab that the Lord had visited his 
people by giving them bread. Finally, 
in the last verse of chapter 1, Samuel 
says, “. . . who returned from the fields 
of Moab.” This sets the stage for a 
contrast with the fields of Bethlehem 
in Judah. It is helpful in terms of the 
theology of the story to take note of 
the kinds of parallels or contrasts that 
Samuel uses.

The story takes us from death in the 
fields of Moab to the life in Boaz’s 
portion of the fields of Judah. Ruth 
has now left the fields of Moab, and 
she has taken refuge in the fields of 
Boaz in Bethlehem of Judah. She has 
left the land of her pagan forefathers, 
and she has now entered into the land 
of promise. She is taking refuge in the 
land of God’s people. She leaves the 
fields of barrenness and death, and 
joins herself with the fields of harvest 
and life.

Laws of Gleaning
Since it was the harvest, it was an 
opportunity for those who were 
being blessed to help those who were 
less fortunate. Samuel provides the 
reader with yet another setting that 
has powerful literary and theological 
meaning. It helps us to make sense of 
the gleaning laws that played a central 
role in the setting of our story.

The reader might be tempted to 
ask the question, “Why didn’t 
Boaz provide for Naomi and Ruth 
immediately when they entered 
the city?” After all, he certainly had 
enough wealth to help them out of 
their situation financially. Perhaps he 
had questions about Naomi. After all, 
what kind of a family leaves the land 

of Judah for Moab? Wasn’t Naomi a 
bitter old woman whose bitterness 
could poison the people of God? God 
gave gleaning laws to help men ferret 
out precisely these kinds of questions 
about a person’s character.

The gleaning laws were helpful 
for people in all the right ways. 
Gleaning, as we will see, was hardly 
a welfare handout program. People 
who gleaned were not “on the dole.” 
God required the poor who were 
able-bodied to work for what they 
gleaned—they had to work very hard 
for the help that they received.

The fields were not shared in 
common in some kind of a socialistic 
manner. Rather, each family owned 
and cultivated their field or plot of 
ground. Hence, in Ruth 2:7, Samuel 
tells us that Ruth asked permission 
to glean. Perhaps in order to guard 
against the abuse of gleaning laws, 
the owners were at least notified. 
This would have been a practical and 
necessary growth of the practice of 
gleaning. In fact, there would be a 
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very important need to ensure that 
only the truly needy gleaned from 
the property. True generosity always 
distinguishes between the “worthy” 
poor and others. This may sound 
callous and contrary to charitable 
kindness, but it appears to be a 
necessary part of responsible charity. 
There is no doubt that Paul makes 
similar distinctions in 1 Timothy 4 
when he speaks of widows who are 
worthy of the support of the church. 
Thus, God’s love to the needy requires 
personal responsibility, which 
ultimately blesses those who give and 
those who receive.

Gleaning
The poor of the land were to be assisted. 
But most of them were helped as 
they were allowed to help themselves 
to the excess of the wealthy—they 
were required to work. God provided 
that the corners of fields were not 
to be reaped, and if you accidentally 
dropped a sheaf, you were required to 
leave it behind for the needy according 
to the law of Moses (Leviticus 19:9; 
23:22, Deuteronomy 24:17ff). Extra 
blessings were to be left for the poor 
to glean. Similar laws were given 
regarding vineyards and olive yards. 
Note Leviticus 19:9,10—

When you reap the harvest of 
your land, you shall not wholly 
reap the corners of your field, nor 
shall you gather the gleanings of 
your harvest. And you shall not 
glean your vineyard, nor shall 
you gather every grape of your 
vineyard; you shall leave them for 
the poor and the stranger: I am 
the LORD your God.

And Deuteronomy 24:17–22,

You shall not pervert justice due 
the stranger or the fatherless, nor 
take a widow’s garment as a pledge. 
But you shall remember that you 
were a slave in Egypt, and the 
LORD your God redeemed you 
from there; therefore I command 
you to do this thing. When you 

reap your harvest in your field, 
and forget a sheaf in the field, you 
shall not go back to get it; it shall 
be for the stranger, the fatherless, 
and the widow, that the LORD 
your God may bless you in all the 
work of your hands. When you 
beat your olive trees, you shall not 
go over the boughs again; it shall 
be for the stranger, the fatherless, 
and the widow. When you gather 
the grapes of your vineyard, you 
shall not glean it afterward; it shall 
be for the stranger, the fatherless, 
and the widow. And you shall 
remember that you were a slave 
in the land of Egypt; therefore I 
command you to do this thing.

Gleanings are those pieces of barley 
or wheat that were either not gathered 
or that had fallen to the ground in the 
process of harvesting. These laws were 
perfect for the rich and for the poor—
they required the wealthy to have a 
proper sensitivity to God’s blessings 
and to those less fortunate. They also 
required the poor to be responsible 
to work, and to be accountable to 
property owners as well as thankful 
for the blessings they received. God’s 
people were not to obsess with 
collecting every drop of God’s riches. 
Those who were blessed at harvest 
were required to share, and those 
who were needy could not demand 
a handout—they had to work. Those 
who had abundance were to possess 
it with open hands. They were never 
allowed to grasp too tightly to the 
material things with which God has 
blessed them.

God’s people are all beggars and 
suppliants; we are all needy without 
the mercy of the Lord. God’s people 
should be so aware of the compassion 
that has been poured out upon them, 
that when they see the needy, they are 
reminded of their own lot without God, 
and it should help them to respond 
with God’s compassion to others. 
God’s people (with Boaz as the classic 
example) ought to be characterized by 
kindness and mercy.

Widows
Ruth’s story does not involve a needy 
widow as some kind of a massive 
coincidence. No, Ruth’s story has 
covenant or theological purpose to 
it. Ruth was by all accounts a needy 
person in the land. She most certainly 
qualified as a needy person at 
virtually every level. She was a widow 
and a foreigner, and she was exposed 
and without security. Ruth needed a 
protector; she needed a savior.

Widows were to be treated with 
kindness (Exodus 22:22, Deuteronomy 
14:29, 16:11, 24:17–21, 26:12, 27:19). 
In the New Testament the same 
tender regard for them is inculcated 
(Acts 6:1–6, 1Timothy 5:3–16) and 
exhibited. See also, James 1:27,

Pure and undefiled religion 
before God and the Father is this: 
to visit orphans and widows in 
their trouble, and to keep oneself 
unspotted from the world.

Ruth 2:3 The Beauty of 
Redemption: (God the poet, 
we his poems) 

Then she left, and went and gleaned 
in the field after the reapers. And she 
happened to come to the part of the 
field belonging to Boaz, who was of 
the family of Elimelech.

Samuel’s deliberate use of the phrase 
“happened upon” the field of Boaz 
actually heightens our sense of the 
sovereign hand of God. God is crafting 
a masterpiece of redemption. With 
better dexterity than a Renaissance 
artist, God has been at work for many 
years. Indeed, the man Boaz is so 
beautifully created to be the absolutely 
perfect man to redeem Ruth that it 
should amaze us and inspire us.

It is good to reflect on the sovereign 
artistic hand of God at work here in 
our story. God is the ultimate story 
teller and artist—he is the great poet 
of redemption. He not only creates 
the plot for the narrative, but he 
sovereignly crafts everything in all of 
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Questions for Consideration

Questions for Consideration

1. Explain why the popular portrait of Ruth is wrong.

2. What is the theological significance of the “harvest”?

3. What does the title, “mighty man of valor” mean?

4. How does this title highlight Boaz’s acts of kindness?

5. What can we learn from this?

6. What is the significance of the setting in “fields”?

7. Describe the laws of gleaning.

8. Explain the artistry in God using Boaz.

9. How is there always similar artistry in our own salvation?

history towards the perfect ending. 
Paul describes all Christians as the 
“poetry of God.” He says in Ephesians 
2:10, “For we are His workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
which God prepared beforehand that 
we should walk in them.”

We ought to mediate on the love, 
the attention, the care, the artistry 
that God gives to us. Here again we 
should be moved by that reality as 
we consider the work of God in our 
story. Of course Ruth did not just 
“happen” to walk up to the fields of 
Boaz. Think of the beautiful irony 
in the story so far. Elimelech didn’t 
“happen” to fumble his way to Moab 
from Bethlehem. The ironic reversal is 
unmistakable. Did a man and woman 
whose names meant “God is my king” 
and “pleasantness” really just happen 
to make the choices that led them to 
have two sons names “weakness” and 
“wasting away”?

The reversal of the curse of Moab 
through Ruth was not a miracle 
of fate. What about the incestuous 
beginnings of Moab as the source 
of the reversal of the incestuous 
break in the tribe of Judah found in 
Genesis 38 with Judah and Tamar? 
What a masterpiece of redemption! 
The reader ought to recall that Moab 
was the son of Lot from an incestuous 
relationship with his daughter. What 
a perfectly horrible source for hope! 
Maybe not; maybe this is a perfectly 
wonderful source of salvation to 
highlight the masterful God of grace. 
He uses everything that humanly 
speaking is completely the opposite. 
In God’s artistic love he highlights 
the strokes of an artist’s brush as he 
reverses the irreversible! No wonder 
one of the most popular hymns in 
history is entitled “Amazing Grace.”

The reader becomes blissfully aware 
that God had been at work in this 
man, Boaz, just as he had been with 
Ruth. Boaz is suited in so many ironic 
and artistic ways to be the perfect 
man for Ruth. If the reader follows 
the tidbits of information about Boaz 

in other sections of the Bible, then he 
is amazed. For instance, in Matthew 
1:5 we find recorded that Boaz was 
the son of Rahab the harlot.

Salmon begot Boaz by Rahab, Boaz 
begot Obed by Ruth, Obed begot 
Jesse, and Jesse begot David the king.

Think of it! Who would be better 
fitted to appreciate our heroine Ruth 
than a man whose own mother had 
walked in Ruth’s sandals? Yes, Rahab 
the harlot was Boaz’s mother. Could 
there be a better man for Ruth?

Boaz of all men knew of the plight of 
strangers in the land, and he didn’t 
know this plight from the Scriptures 
only. Because his mother Rahab 
had walked where Ruth was now 
walking, Boaz intimately understood 
the pain of being an alien woman 
in the land of Israel. He knew what 
it meant to need the mercy of the 
people of God. He had learned from 
his own mother to have a heart of 
mercy and kindness to the needy. He 
already knew what James would write 
centuries later when he said that true 
religion consists in looking after the 
orphan and widow in distress. What 
a poignant scene we have—Ruth the 
Moabitess meets the tender-hearted 
son of a former prostitute who had 
also been a foreigner in the land. 
What a beautiful story!

Here again Boaz points us to Jesus. 
Could there be a better Savior for us 
but Jesus? Jesus is the one who left 
heavenly glory to become a human 
like us. Jesus understands us. When 
we come to Him we are coming to one 
who is not a distant judge or remote 
king; but we come to one who has 
been tempted in all ways just as we 
are, yet without sin. Hebrews 4:14–16 
says, “Seeing then that we have a great 
High Priest who has passed through 
the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let 
us hold fast our confession. For we do 
not have a High Priest who cannot 
sympathize with our weaknesses, but 
was in all points tempted as we are, 
yet without sin. Let us therefore come 
boldly to the throne of grace, that we 
may obtain mercy and find grace to 
help in time of need.”

God, the artist of redemption, 
God, the poet of salvation, creates 
a masterpiece in everyone who 
believes. Who can remain silent in the 
presence of such amazing grace!

–––––––––––––
1. James Dennison, audio tapes,   
Ruth.
2. Andre LaCocque, Ruth, (Fortress  
Press, Minneapolis, 2004), p. 62. 
3. Jim Jordan, “Ruth.” 

December 2009 | 13



The Response of the Humble
Ruth 2:6–14

scholar comments that the word 
“behold” expresses wonder at this 
arrival and its timing.2 The savior of 
our story has arrived from Bethlehem. 
As the savior from Bethlehem arrives, 
he showers the workers with blessings. 
His first words are those of blessing. 
He said to the harvesters, “The Lord 
be with you all.” And they said, “The 
Lord bless you.”

Boaz greets them with a traditional 
blessing/greeting. In fact, this is the 
same greeting traditionally used in 
the liturgy of western and eastern 
churches. In such instances the 
minister usually greets or addresses 
the congregation saying, “The Lord 
be with you.” The people respond 
saying, “And also with you.”

Not only does Boaz bless them 
verbally, but he immediately engages 
in pastoral oversight. He is a pious 
and godly man in every way, and he 
immediately begins to oversee the 
harvest. One author says of Boaz, “An 
atmosphere of holiness pervades his 
person and everything around him, 
which will show itself repeatedly in 
the verses that follow.”3

Like our Savior Jesus, Boaz does not 
randomly spread good tidings in some 
kind of a broad or indiscriminate way. 
Rather he directs his specific kindness 
personally to Ruth. For instance, Boaz 
immediately recognized that there was 
a new gleaner. He recognized her and 
began to inquire about her. Samuel 
reminds us that Boaz met her because 
she “happened” to be in the tent taking 
a rest. She was providentially placed 
right in front of him.

So the servant who was in charge 
of the reapers answered and said, 
“It is the young Moabite woman 
who came back with Naomi 

..
..

..
..

..
..

..
..

..
..

..
..

..

The Encounter
The apex and center of chapter 2 
is the God-ordained encounter of 
Ruth and Boaz. Samuel designed 
their meeting to be dramatic, and he 
uses the dialogue, the structure, and 
virtually everything in the story to 
pull the reader closer and closer to 
the center of the chapter, where the 
hero meets the heroine.

Samuel almost toys with the reader, 
indicating on the one hand that Ruth 
just “happened” to be in the right 
place at the right time, and “behold” 
Boaz arrived from Bethlehem. He 
heightens the providential sense of the 
story, saying that Ruth “happened” to 
be in the fields of Boaz. More literally 
the text says, “Her chance chanced 
upon.” Well as “chance” would have 
it, behold, Boaz also went out into the 
field and addressed the gleaners.

Not only does Samuel accent 
their meeting with these kinds of 
statements, but he also uses the 
structure of the story to move us 
towards their encounter. The story 
takes a dramatic turn from Ruth’s 
travels to her meeting in the field. 
Suddenly Samuel turns the eyes 
of everyone in the story to Boaz. 
Boaz enters with the dramatic 
word, “Behold.” This is not the most 
common introduction of a character, 
and it is intended to create an almost 
theatrical flair to his entrance. One 
scholar notes that this word brings a 
touch of vividness to the narrative.1 
Indeed, we don’t have Boaz simply 
walking to his field, but it is more 
like an official “appearance” or a 
“coming.” Behold, Boaz has come!

Samuel’s description of Boaz as 
“coming” from Bethlehem is another 
element of divine planning. Another 
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from the country of Moab. And 
she said, ‘Please let me glean and 
gather after the reapers among 
the sheaves.’ So she came and has 
continued from morning until 
now, though she rested a little in 
the house” (Ruth 2:6–7).

So the man in charge had already 
granted Ruth permission to glean, and 
Boaz responded. He moved to her and 
addressed her directly. 

Then Boaz said to Ruth, “You will 
listen, my daughter, will you not? 
Do not go to glean in another 
field, nor go from here, but stay 
close by my young women. Let 
your eyes be on the field which 
they reap, and go after them. 
Have I not commanded the 
young men not to touch you? 
And when you are thirsty, go to 
the vessels and drink from what 
the young men have drawn” 
(Ruth 2:8–9).

Imagine Ruth’s overwhelming relief! 
She had been abandoned in the death 
of her husband, and she had left her 
homeland in pursuit of precisely this 
kind of covenant care from the Lord; 
now she has found it—better yet God 
has found her.

Boaz intended to supply all of her 
needs. He pledged that he would 
provide for her welfare from his own 
fields exclusively. He recognized that 
she was no mere gleaner; she was a 
member of his household, and he 
acknowledged that he would gladly 
take her as his personal responsibility.

Boaz specifically told his harvesters 
to allow Ruth to glean closely without 
any harassment. It appears that 
the gleaners would follow from a 
distance because the reapers didn’t 
want them too close. Apparently the 
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reapers would swat them back so 
that they would not interfere or so 
that they were not allowed into the 
unharvested grains.

Boaz told her that the servants have 
been commanded not to touch her. 
She may have faced the danger of 
rape or abuse. This would very likely 
be the case for an unprotected widow, 
but this would particularly be the 
case because she is a foreigner and, 
worse yet, she is a Moabitess. To 
whom would she go if someone were 
to take advantage of her? It isn’t likely 
that Boaz would have workers of this 
sort. Still, it is possible. Boaz wanted 
her to have the special privilege of 
gleaning close to the reapers without 
being waved back or harmed. Thus 
Ruth has found a refuge under the 
wings of a redeemer.

Boaz gave her a status above the 
normal gleaner. She was elevated in 
her needy estate to that of blessed 
estate. She became someone with 
Boaz’s personal protection. For 
instance, she was given permission to 
drink from the water jar. No gleaner 
would have been able to do this. Water 
was the blessing of the owners and 
the workers who were harvesting. The 
gleaners would have had to provide 
for themselves. Therefore, when he 
gave her water, he elevated her to a 
status of privilege. He was acting as a 
true king in Israel. Boaz had a heart 
for the needy, and he responded 
instinctively to his responsibilities as 
a kinsman redeemer—he helped his 
family with a tender heart.

Boaz illustrates what a true king 
in Israel would be like, what a true 
husband would do. The true husband 
provides for his household. He 
pledges to be the sole provider of 
his household. What a great comfort 
to hear his words! What a warm 
encouragement to know that no one 
else will need to provide for your 
needs while you are in his household. 
There would be no need to look to 
anyone else for your welfare. Yes, 
just as Christ provides us with living 

water, so Boaz gave Ruth water to 
quench her thirst. Ruth will be the 
bride of the covenant, and Boaz will 
provide for her welfare. Boaz noted 
his reasons:

And Boaz answered and said to 
her, “It has been fully reported 
to me, all that you have done for 
your mother-in-law since the 
death of your husband, and how 
you have left your father and 
your mother and the land of your 
birth, and have come to a people 
whom you did not know before. 
“The LORD repay your work, 
and a full reward be given you by 
the LORD God of Israel, under 
whose wings you have come for 
refuge” (vss. 11–12).

Unlike the popular made-for-
television versions of this story, Boaz 
did not tell her that he loved her and 
wanted her because she was so good 
looking. Some versions of this story 
indicate that this was some kind of 
love at first sight nonsense. Boaz was 
not struck by the beauty of her body, 
but by the beauty of her character. In 
fact, the age difference seems to tell 
us that for Boaz, this was more of a 
fatherly concern. Ruth was probably 
around twenty to twenty-five years 
old, while Boaz was from Naomi’s 
generation and thus much older 
than Ruth.

We know this because he referred 
to Ruth as “daughter.” Remember, 
Boaz was a relative of Elimelech, 
and his initial duty was to Naomi. 
Consequently, the age difference 
between Ruth and Boaz would be 
roughly the same as that between 
Ruth and Naomi. In fact, later in the 
story he thanks her for her concern for 
him because of the vast age difference. 
Ruth 3:10,

Then he said, “Blessed are you of 
the LORD, my daughter! For you 
have shown more kindness at the 
end than at the beginning, in that 
you did not go after young men, 
whether poor or rich (verse 10).

While it turns out to be a stunning 
love story, Samuel makes it clear that 
Boaz’s initial concerns originated 
from godly intentions. Boaz intended 
to care for his obligations as kinsman, 
and Ruth sought a godly solution to 
her woes. Therefore, it appears from 
everything in the story that Boaz 
had no romantic intentions when 
he helped her as he did. This is not, 
therefore, a romance story. Boaz, as a 
man of honor, took care of Ruth for 
Naomi’s sake, and romance is not 
the focus of the scene. He showed 
her pity as one with a responsible, 
tender heart. Likewise, as will be 
clear to us as the story unfolds, Boaz 
had nothing personally to gain from 
pursuing Ruth.

He was moved to a tender regard for 
her because she left her people and 
identified with God’s people. She left 
her people and her land to follow 
after the Lord. Aren’t all of us moved 
deeply by a good conversion story? 
We are moved when we hear of how 
Paul hated and murdered the people 
of God but how God transformed him 
into an apostle. Certainly, Boaz was 
moved deeply by this young woman 
who followed in so many ways after 
the path of his own mother, Rahab. 
Boaz surely had Moses’ song in 
Deuteronomy 32:11 as the backdrop 
to his statement in Ruth 2:12 that 
Ruth had come to be sheltered under 
the wings of God.4 This is also a 
helpful key for how we see this story. 
It is much more than a love story; it is 
the gospel story.

The gleaning process had revealed 
Ruth’s true character; she was a 
woman of God. Indeed, as a woman 
of humility, she was constantly 
revealing her true humility when she 
responded to Boaz:

Then she said, “Let me find favor 
in your sight, my lord; for you have 
comforted me, and have spoken 
kindly to your maidservant, 
though I am not like one of your 
maidservants” (Ruth 2:13)
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Ruth 2:14  
Bread and Wine

Now Boaz said to her at mealtime, 
“Come here, and eat of the bread, 
and dip your piece of bread in 
the vinegar.” So she sat beside the 
reapers, and he passed parched grain 
to her; and she ate and was satisfied, 
and kept some back.

In this scene Boaz tells her to draw 
near. He served her and cared for her, 
providing her with bread and wine. 
Thus Boaz invited her to a covenant 
meal, making her a member of his 
household.

You don’t need to look very far in the 
Scriptures to see that eating a meal 
signifies far more than just filling 
up the stomach. Eating a meal was 
symbolic of much more. Indeed, at 
Sinai in Exodus 24 we see that the 
elders of the nation went part of the 
way up the mountain and sat down 
with Moses and Aaron and shared 
a meal.

Then he took the Book of the 
Covenant and read in the hearing of 
the people. And they said, “All that 
the LORD has said we will do, and be 
obedient.” And Moses took the blood, 
sprinkled it on the people, and said, 
“This is the blood of the covenant 
which the LORD has made with you 
according to all these words.” Then 
Moses went up, also Aaron, Nadab, 
and Abihu, and seventy of the elders 
of Israel, and they saw the God of 
Israel. And there was under His feet 
as it were a paved work of sapphire 
stone, and it was like the very heavens 
in its clarity. But on the nobles of the 
children of Israel He did not lay His 
hand. So they saw God, and they ate 
and drank (Exodus 24:7–11).

The word of God is full of festivals 
and meals to which the Lord invites 
us to come to enjoy him and his 
love. Heaven is even described as a 
great wedding feast of celebration 
where God’s people celebrate the 
overwhelming grace of God.

Sharing a meal was deeply covenantal. 
The host gave symbolically to the 
guest and thus shared life with them. 
When God shares a meal with us, 
He shares Himself with us. This is 
a helpful point to remember when 
we have the Lord’s Supper. There is 
something powerfully symbolic when 
God shares a meal with us. This is 
true of times in redemptive history 
when servants or outcasts are invited 
to share a meal with someone who 
rescues or saves them.

In some cases covenant meals 
indicated that the servant who was 
receiving mercy was in the meal being 
elevated to the status of a member 
of the household. There is a great 
example of this in the beautiful meal 
to which David invited Mephibosheth 
in 2 Samuel 9:7–13:

So David said to him, “Do not 
fear, for I will surely show you 
kindness for Jonathan your 

father’s sake, and will restore 
to you all the land of Saul your 
grandfather; and you shall eat 
bread at my table continually.” 
Then he bowed himself, and said, 
“What is your servant, that you 
should look upon such a dead 
dog as I?” . . . So Mephibosheth 
dwelt in Jerusalem, for he ate 
continually at the king’s table.

In this sense it looks like Boaz 
symbolically invited Ruth to join 
his household as she eats with them. 
Furthermore, he was the one who 
served her. Where it says he “served 
her roasted grain,” it literally means 
“he heaped up the portion of her 
food.” He gave more than enough for 
her to eat. He gave her bread and wine 
and fed her abundantly. She is served 
so much that she takes leftovers back 
home to Naomi. As David rescued 
Mephibosheth, so Boaz rescues Ruth. 
The picture is too beautiful to miss. 
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Boaz does for Ruth what Jesus does 
for all of His humble followers—Boaz 
is typological of Jesus.

Ruth has unique permission to glean 
anything that has fallen down from 
among Boaz’s personal harvest. These 
sheaves were the bundled piles or 
stands of harvested foods. The gleaners 
were not allowed to partake of the 
sheaves, because the sheaves were 
actually part of the harvest. This is a 
special provision of mercy that comes 
from his storehouse. He even told his 
men purposefully to leave some out 
for Ruth among the sheaves. Ruth is 
getting Boaz’s own personal harvest.

She had separated the kernels from 
the husks, the chaff and the stalks, 
and she still had a huge amount left 
over. Because of Boaz’s generosity, 
Ruth was able to glean so much that 
she had an ephah of barley. Scholars 
note that an ephah was about a half 
bushel of barley. This is such a large 

amount that when Naomi saw it, she 
was amazed. Not only did Ruth bring 
home an amazing amount of barley, 
but she brought her mother-in-law 
the meal from lunch.

Naomi announced a blessing. It 
appears that she was saying, “May 
that man be blessed of the Lord, 
and the Lord has not withdrawn 
his kindness to the living and the 
dead.” This appears to be Naomi’s 
repentance and confession. God has 
dealt kindly with her. Naomi is now 
becoming pleasant again. Naomi was 
gently restored from bitterness to joy 
in the covenant. Naomi says to Ruth 
in 2:22, “It is good, my daughter, that 
you go out with his young women, 
and that people do not meet you in 
any other field.”

Finally Naomi is giving someone 
good advice! Salvation is coming, 
and it appears that even Naomi has 
started to recognize that the hope 
of the covenant really does come to 
those who seek it by faith. Naomi 
finally begins to direct Ruth to safety, 
hope and protection.

A likely interpretation of Naomi’s 
advice is that she wanted Ruth to 
show Boaz that she trusted in his 
protection. If she went into other 
fields, the girls of Boaz might see her, 
and Boaz might think that she did 
not really trust him. It was important 
that she put her trust in Boaz. Naomi 
seems to indicate that since Boaz has 
taken care of Ruth, she should not 
look anywhere else for help. This is 
the way we also should look for help. 
Our help is in the Lord. This is why 
we humbly pray, “Give us this day our 
daily bread.” We are to look to Christ 
alone for help and life.

Ruth’s Reaction
Ruth responded as a humble 
suppliant. She was overwhelmed 
with Boaz’s kindness, and responded 
properly as a humble receiver of grace 
and mercy. She did not deserve the 
mercy she gained, but she had been 

blessed, and she recognized this with 
humility.

This is exactly the humility that Ruth 
had already displayed. Her humility 
led her here. Indeed, earlier she 
indicated that she already understood 
her humble lot as a foreign widow. She 
had told Naomi in Ruth 2:2, “Please 
let me go to the field, and glean heads 
of grain after him in whose sight I may 
find favor.” Ruth used a phrase that 
is quite revealing. It clearly suggests 
her demeanor as a humble woman 
of God. She used a phrase originally 
served as a formula in the royal courts. 
It was used of subordinates who are 
addressing a ruler in whose presence 
they don’t believe themselves and 
equal. Consider the response of the 
Egyptians to Joseph when he provided 
for them during the famine:

So they said, “You have saved our 
lives; let us find favor in the sight of 
my lord, and we will be Pharaoh’s 
servants” (Genesis 47:25).

The phrase expressed more than 
simple courtesy. It communicated 
a true sense of dependence upon 
someone else who you were 
recognizing as superior and capable 
of providing for your needs. Ruth 
recognized her position and her need 
of someone who would give her grace.

The scene, like that of a royal court, 
presents us also with the need of the 
king or redeemer to look upon her 
with favor. If the king, or, in this case, 
Boaz, found the servant “in his eyes” 
to be acceptable, he could choose 
to provide for her. Perhaps you can 
recall Queen Esther’s precarious 
position in approaching the great 
king Ahasuerus, who had already 
shown himself capable of treachery 
towards his own wife. That is, after all, 
how Esther had become queen. We 
can all recall the scene in which she 
approaches the king.

So it was, when the king saw Queen 
Esther standing in the court, that she 
found favor in his sight, and the king 
held out to Esther the golden scepter 
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Questions for Consideration

Questions for Consideration

1. Describe some of the ways Samuel highlights the importance of Ruth   
    meeting Boaz.

2. Describe how Boaz’s love was pointed and personal.

3. What specific things did Boaz do to show this love?

4. In what way does he play the role of a husband?

5. Explain the importance of the phrase, “under the wings of God.”

6. Why are meals important?

7. How did this meal symbolize Ruth’s entry into a household?

8. What indicates that Naomi’s heart was softening?

9. Describe Ruth’s response and explain why it should be our response.

understanding of this story, it comes 
alive with deep meaning.

Ruth’s response
So she fell on her face, bowed down 
to the ground, and said to him, “Why 
have I found favor in your eyes, that 
you should take notice of me, since I 
am a foreigner?” (Ruth 2:10).

How else could she respond? She has 
fled for refuge under the shadow of 
her new savior’s wings. She has not 
only been helped, but elevated to 
join in a meal with her master. Isn’t 
such singing and gratitude the only 
proper response? Wouldn’t anyone 
in such a position cry out with an 
overwhelming sense of thanksgiving? 
God’s grace has overwhelmed her, 
and she cries out appropriately.

There is salvation for all who will flee 
to the savior for refuge. Does this not 
also penetrate our own heart as we see 
our own condition before the great 
kinsman redeemer? Don’t forget, 
beloved Boaz has a son; Christ Jesus 
is the future son of Boaz, and He will 
redeem his bride in the same way. 
And likewise Ruth’s response is the 
response of all those who have been 
taken under the shadow of His wings.

Will you join with Ruth in her 
appreciation of the grace of God? 
Come to the table of the Lord as she 
did with a heart overawed by the 
grace of God through Jesus. Why, 
O Lord, would you love one such as 
I? Why, O Lord, would you take me 
under your wings for refuge? Ruth’s 
story is our story! Will you join Ruth 
in her response?
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(Fortress Press, Minneapolis   
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p. 75–77

that was in his hand. Then Esther 
went near and touched the top of the 
scepter (Esther 5:2).

The outsider is welcomed as an 
insider. The one with no ethnic claim 
to protection under the wings of the 
Lord is now assured of the very same 
protection. Boaz assured Ruth that 
the Lord God would cover her and be 
her refuge.

Surely Boaz’s heart was warmed to see 
this poor young widow taking refuge 
under the wings of the Lord just as 
his mother had once done. Boaz was 
acting in regard to his role as her 
protector—what a tender scene!

Salvation
The reader can hear the sound of 
salvation in the echoes of this story. 
Listen again to the description! Ruth 
fled to Boaz’s fields, but only as she 
had fled to the Lord’s protection 
“under his wings.” In our Lord’s 
ministry among the Israelites, He was 
constantly calling people to turn away 
from former things so they could 
turn fully unto Him. One way you 
hear this described is when Jesus says, 
“Leave father and mother and follow 
me.” Jesus says in Matthew 10,

He who loves father or mother 
more than Me is not worthy of 
Me. And he who loves son or 
daughter more than Me is not 
worthy of Me. And he who does 
not take his cross and follow after 
Me is not worthy of Me. He who 
finds his life will lose it, and he 
who loses his life for My sake will 
find it (vss. 37–39).

This is clearly a redemptive theme. 
Why had Ruth left Moab? She had 
nothing physically in Bethlehem; why 
would she leave? Boaz tells us that 
Ruth had left her father and mother 
in Moab, but why did she leave? It 
was for faith in the Lord that she 
left. She fled to find refuge under the 
wings of the Lord. When the reader 
keeps redemption central to his 
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Christ as King: God Rules 
Through His Royal Servants 

Rev. Talman
Wagenmaker

This month we conclude the series 
of articles about the offices of 

our Savior, as we consider Christ Our 
King. As with the other two offices of 
Jesus (prophet and priest) this one, 
too, defines who you are and gives 
purpose and direction to your life.

Like the offices of prophet and priest, 
the office of king is rooted in the Old 
Testament, finding its fulfillment 
in Jesus of Nazareth. The office of 
king was the last of the three offices 
instituted in the Old Testament, being 
filled by Saul and then David and his 
heirs. This does not mean that this 
office is less important than the other 
two. Reading through the gospel 
accounts, it is the aspect of kingship 
that is most in people’s minds when 
they think of the Christ. It was for 
the kingdom of God that the Jews 
longed. They hoped that Jesus would 
bring it about. The parables Jesus told 
were often said to be teachings on 
the kingdom of God. The charge that 
Pilate had written above Jesus’ head 
while He hung on the cross was that 
He was the King of the Jews.

The office of king was often the most 
visible of the three offices, as the king 
was responsible for ordering and 
governing the people, as well as for 
defending against enemies within and 
without the nation. It was especially 
through him that Israel understood 
God to be ruling and guiding and 
directing the affairs and well-being of 
the nation. When the king was exalted, 
it appeared as though God’s blessings 
were upon the nation, but when the 
king was defeated, it appeared as 
though God’s punishment was being 
poured out upon them.

This office of king was very important 
to the church in the old covenant, and 
it is as King that our Lord came; it is 

as King that our Lord continues to be 
praised, even to this day. Therefore, 
I proclaim to you that God rules 
through His royal servants. Let us 
look first at Our Humble King.

Our Humble King
We do not have a king in our 
country. Kings are all but gone in the 
governments of our world. Kings of 
earth often reigned by might and by 
force. They had an army for just that 
reason. Think of Pharaoh, Manasseh, 
Nebuchadnezzar, and the Roman 
emperors; they were often despots, 
able to reign because they were 
cunning enough and ruthless enough 
to gain and maintain rule. They did 
not hesitate to shed blood in order to 
assert their authority and power.

By contrast, our King Jesus governs 
us by His Word and Spirit. While on 
earth, Jesus turned water into wine; 
He multiplied the loaves and fish; 
He calmed the stormy sea. Consider 
the miracles He worked: was there 
any devastation? Was there any 
disruption? Was there any death? 
While on earth did Jesus summon 
an army of peasants to Himself to 
march upon Jerusalem and take it for 

His capital city? The Jewish leaders 
worried that He might try this, but 
they feared it only because it is what 
they themselves would have done, 
for it is what sinful man has always 
done. Not so our King, who is sinless, 
who is altogether and completely 
righteous. Sinful man would use 
miraculous power to destroy enemies 
and frighten foes; Jesus ruled gently.

Yet this King conquered greater 
foes than all the other kings of man. 
Nebuchadnezzar conquered Assyria 
and Egypt; Julius Caesar conquered 
Gaul and his rival for the Roman 
throne; consider today that the Allies 
in World War II defeated the German 
war machine and the Japanese 
military; but all of these are nothing 
in comparison to the enemies that 
Jesus conquered, for He conquered 
sin, Satan, and death.

Yet, how did He conquer? Was it by 
might as the world considers it? Was 
it with visible power and strength? 
No, it was by something completely 
unexpected by man: the shedding 
of His own blood. It was by offering 
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Himself as the only atoning sacrifice 
that Jesus conquered. It was by the 
one sacrifice of Himself that Jesus 
satisfied God’s justice and released 
His people from God’s wrath unto 
God’s favor.

If you are trying to defeat a competitor 
on the basketball court or the soccer 
field, do you lie down and let him roll 
over you? If the nation of Georgia 
sought to defeat the Russians, would 
they move to the side and allows 
Russian tanks to enter into their 
capital? No, such is not how earthly 
victories are won. But that is how 
Jesus conquered the greatest of foes—
He laid down His own life, shedding 
His blood, allowing sinful man to 
judge Him, to flog Him, to crucify 
Him. It is by doing this that Jesus paid 
the price for our sin: He suffered the 
penalty—the full penalty—for our 
sins against God’s law.

It is in the foolishness and weakness 
of the cross that Christ has conquered. 
It is through the weakest of means—
that of faith—that we lay hold of this 
righteousness. Those who trust in 
Christ for forgiveness of sins have 
complete forgiveness. Do not doubt 
your status with God simply because 
God uses the weakness of the cross 
and the weakness of faith to deliver 
you from sin, from condemnation, and 
from death. We have a humble King.

His humility is mirrored in how He 
rules over us—the humble means 
of His Word and Spirit. The church 
is the greatest of organizations, the 
greatest of institutions, for in it the 
kingdom of heaven is opened and 
closed. Eternal destinies are realized 
here. But what are the means of its 
government? We have a Bible. There 
is the invisible Spirit of God.

We do not have great works of art. We 
do not have lavish instruments. We do 
not have swords or guns. We do not 
seek to control or coerce. The extent 
of discipline within the church is 
not capital punishment, not physical 
death, but it is exclusion from the 
body, from the congregation. These 
are very humble means, as earthly 
things are measured. As the apostle 
Paul says, we do not fight using the 
weapons of this world. That is how 
some other religions fight. That is 
how the crooked crusaders fought. 
That is how extreme Islamists fight. 
Our warfare is a spiritual warfare, 
demolishing arguments and every 
pretension that sets itself up against 
the knowledge of God. It is by the 
Word, which is the revelation of truth, 
and the Spirit, who convicts us of the 
truth, that Jesus governs us.

Jesus governs us by His Word. He 
makes known to us in His Word 
what we ought to know concerning 
salvation. He clearly states for us how 
we are to live for Him. In Matthew 28, 
Jesus commands us to make disciples, 
and part of that is to teach those being 
discipled what Jesus taught, all that 
He has commanded us. Jesus rules 
us through His Word when we are 
instructed in the doctrine of Jesus.

Therefore, you must listen to the Word 
of God. Read and study the Word on 
your own, as families and individuals. 
As you hear, read, and study it, believe 
it and obey it. There are many in our 
world who live life as they think best, 
who disregard some or all of God’s 
Word, because it seems outdated, 
old-fashioned, or disagreeable to 
our culture and society. Realize that 
these are not man’s words but God’s 
Word, and that by them Jesus governs 
us. Jesus exercises His office of King 
through the Word.

Jesus does not rule over us if we 
own a Bible and never open it. Jesus 
rules when we have that Word in our 
minds and in our hearts. That is how 
Jesus governs us by His Word, which 
is related to how He governs us by 
His Spirit.

You and I can memorize the Bible 
and know the truths of the Bible; we 
can ceaselessly debate theological 
issues, but unless the Spirit of God 
changes our hearts and plants that 
Word within our hearts, we will 
not be governed by Jesus. We need 
both—Word and Spirit. It is the Spirit 
who takes the Word and changes us 
according to it. We read of this in 
Matthew 28:20b, where Jesus said 
that He is with us always, even until 
the end of the age. Of course Jesus is 
no longer physically present, because 
He has ascended into heaven, but by 
His Spirit He is never absent from us, 
even for a moment.

The Holy Spirit works within our 
hearts as individuals. He also works 
by calling and equipping men to serve 
as officers in the church, through 
whom the preaching of the Word, the 
administration of the sacraments, and 
Christian discipline are maintained. 
The election of office bearers is one 
of the tools Jesus uses to govern us 
by His Word and Spirit, a wonderful 
means by which Jesus calls men into 
the offices of the church so that, by 
their labors, Christ governs us by His 
Word and Spirit. These office bearers 
are servants of the King, instruments 
in His hand whom He uses to govern 
us by His Word and Spirit.

Our Powerful King
Even though Jesus is humble, that 
does not mean He is weak. Many 
people turn their back on God, 
thinking Him to be weak, since He 
does not openly punish wickedness to 
the fullness of its deserving. Yet such 
people err.

 
Our warfare is a spiritual warfare, demolishing  

 arguments and every pretension that sets itself  
 up against the knowledge of God.
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Jesus’ power is veiled from our earthly 
eyes at this point, even though He is 
reigning in power and glory, but there 
will come a time when His glory is 
manifested to all. Consider the glory 
and power of the one who commands 
the angels. Consider how powerful 
Jesus is: He will gather all the 
nations, the living and the dead; He 
can confer upon some the blessings 
of the kingdom prepared from the 
foundation of the world; He has the 
keys of death and Hades, as well as 
the keys of heaven. Jesus is the mighty 
King, King of kings and Lord of lords. 
This is what will be revealed on the 
last day.

On the last day, Jesus will commend 
those who gave something to eat to 
the hungry, something to drink to the 
thirsty, clothed the naked, and cared 
for the sick and imprisoned. Did they 
do this out of the goodness of their 
hearts? Look into your own heart 
and answer this question: is it in your 
own piety, from your own resources 
of goodness that you do any good? 
No, all the good we do comes from 
Jesus working in us by His Spirit. He 
powerfully works faith and obedience 
in us so that we are guarded and kept 
in the freedom Christ has won for 
us. On that last day when the Son 
of Man comes in His glory, He will 
look upon His children and recognize 
their good works, done not from their 
own resources, but from the working 
of the Holy Spirit within them, upon 
them, pointing to the basis of their 
righteousness in Jesus Himself. This 
does not come from us, but it is the 
powerful working of Jesus within us.

Our Kingly Office
As with the offices of prophet and 
priest, believers in Jesus share in His 
anointing as King. You are anointed 
to strive with a good conscience 
against sin and the Devil in this life, 
and afterward to reign with Christ 
over all creation for all eternity. You 
share in Christ’s anointing as King.

The Christian life is not one of ease, 
but one of struggle. The Devil works 
all the harder to distract Christians 
from their purpose in life—living 
for Jesus. The Devil does not have to 
work hard on unbelievers, but he does 
against believers. He will seek to cast 
doubt within your heart that God is 
your Father for the sake of Christ His 
Son. He will seek to sow pride that 
you are a Christian because of your 
good deeds, or that God is pleased 
with you because you have made such 
progress in sanctification, along the 
path of holiness, rather than resting 
and relying upon Jesus alone.

If you let down your guard, if you are 
not striving against sin and the Devil 
in this life, then you are opening 
yourself to their attacks. Consider the 
temptations that await a young person 
or an adult as he goes about finding 
information on the Internet: many 
wicked people try to lure others in 
by seemingly innocent offers or chat. 
Consider how the Devil works so hard 
with television and movies and books 
to introduce sinful thinking and sinful 
behavior, seeking to make such sins 
as homosexualism or living together 
while not being married appear to 
be normal and routine. Our striving 
against sin and the Devil includes 
being aware of these influences—not 
blindly or uncritically reading books 
or watching television or movies—
but also exposing the errors. Striving 
against sins is not only to cluck our 
tongue at them or shake our heads, 
but to speak up, to work against them, 
exposing evil for what it is, even if our 
society mocks and derides us.

We are, in this life, part of the ‘church 
militant.’ We are striving against sin 
and the Devil, not with weapons of 
warfare that the world uses, but with 
spiritual weapons, putting on the full 
armor God, and above all praying, 
praying that God would give us 
opportunity and boldness to testify 
to the gospel of Jesus, that God would 
have the preaching of the gospel fill 
every corner of our world.

This is not optional. You are a member 
of Christ and so you share in His 
anointing. God has commissioned 
you to strive with a good conscience 
against sin and the Devil in this life. 
You must not refuse this commission; 
it is your duty. To ignore your royal 
duty would be as if the president 
of our nation would refuse to act 
as commander-in-chief, as if he 
would take a vacation in the days 
immediately following a national 
disaster. Your entire life long is to be 
involved in this conflict. There will be 
no truce, no peace, until Jesus comes 
again. You will not cease striving until 
you join what is called the ‘church 
triumphant,’ until you leave this life, 
having your body buried in the earth 
and your soul taken to Jesus’ side in 
heaven. Therefore, strive. Fight the 
good fight of faith until the Lord takes 
you home.

There will come a day when the battle 
is over, when our King will come 
and destroy all dominion, authority, 
and power, when God will have put 
all enemies under His feet. On that 
day there will be no more need for 
striving against sin or the Devil, but 
instead we will reign with Christ over 
all creation for all eternity.

This is your future; this is your destiny. 
Are you living with this in mind even 
now? Do you live as though you are 
a pauper, as though you are still in 
Satan’s slums? For those who are not 
trusting in Jesus and have not turned 
to Him in faith and repentance, there 
is only wrath and condemnation; there 
is nothing good awaiting you after 
this life. Unbelievers will experience 
the wrath of King Jesus. But for those 
who trust in Christ, who by faith are 
members of Christ, be comforted 
and encouraged.

 
Rev. Talman Wagenmaker 
is the pastor of Grace United 
Reformed Church, Waupun, 
Wisconsin.
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Happy Birthday, John Calvin
 

Rev. Wybren
Oord

The year 2009 marked the celebration of the 500th birthday 
of John Calvin. Every denomination, every church with the 
name “Reformed” in it took note of this special occasion. 
Every religious periodical that has any affiliation with 
the churches of the Reformation honored John Calvin 
in one way or another. The Outlook, for example, ran an 
article each month considering various aspects of Calvin’s 
influence upon the church and society. Throughout the 
year, our art and graphics designer presented a different 
cover of the great Reformer in action.

The list of followers of the teachings of John Calvin is 
quite extensive. Why is it that so many denominations and 
federations want to have that name “Reformed” in them? 
What sets them apart from other churches? What is being 
Reformed all about? If we are at all serious about truly being 
Reformed, it is necessary for us to understand exactly what 
that word means.

5OO15O9 1564
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More Than a Name
When I was much younger, attending 
a small Christian School, I had to be 
involved with certain fund raisers for 
the school. I recall going from one 
neighbor to another pulling a wagon 
behind me with little bags of Dutch 
Babblers, a candy that was made at 
the Dutch Bakery. From door to door 
I would go with my opening phrase, 
“Hi, I’m selling Dutch Babblers 
as a Fund Raiser for the Christian 
Reformed School.”

Invariably, two questions would 
be asked in all seriousness: “Are all 
the classes in that school taught in 
Dutch?” and “You look too young to 
be going to a reform school. What did 
you do wrong?”

The school I attended stood on what 
may well have been the highest hill 
in town. Everybody in town could 
see this school; everybody knew the 
school was there. One may want to 
blame the people in the neighborhood 
for not knowing what a Reformed 
Christian School was, but I dare say 
it was more the fault of all of us who 
communicated so poorly, if at all, 
what being Reformed was all about.

A far greater tragedy is not so much 
that our neighbors have no idea what 
being Reformed means, but all too 
often we who call ourselves Reformed 
see it as nothing more than a name 
tag. We are unable to identify the 
major tenets of the Reformed faith 
or to speak knowledgably about the 
heritage to which it refers. Unless we 
know this, we will be unable to tell our 
own generation and the generation 
that follows us the great truths of the 
Holy Scriptures. We will be unable 
to make any kind of contribution 
to the world which seems so easily 
entertained by every wind of doctrine 
that comes along. We certainly will 
not have the same impact upon the 
church as did John Calvin.

On Being Reformed
Briefly and precisely, being a 
Reformed person is one for whom 
all of faith and all of life are totally 
theocentric. That is they are totally 
God-centered. The Reformed faith is 
summed up so beautifully in Paul’s 
doxology: “For from Him and 
through Him and to Him are all 
things. To Him be the glory forever” 
(Romans 11:36).

Coram deo. That may well be said 
to be the motto of John Calvin. It 
means “Before the face of God.” 
The Bible is usually thought to be 
a Christ centered book, and most 
certainly it is. But let us remember 
the lesson we learn throughout the 
Christmas season: that Jesus is the 
Son of God, very God of very God. 
The Bible could be called not only a 
christocentric book—that is, Christ-
centered—but also a theocentric 
book—that is a God-centered Book. 
The very opening lines of this book 
are “In the beginning, God . . . ,” and 
very near to the end, in Revelation 
22, just before the canon closes, we 
are told to “Worship God.” We learn 
from the Bible that it is the Word of 
God, that man was created by God, 
man fell into sin by disobeying God, 
light pierced the darkness of man’s 
soul when he was given the promise 
of a Savior from God, that the Christ 
of God came from God to restore 
man to God, and that man has been 
redeemed—not first of all for his own 
sake—but that he might live forever to 
bring glory to God. Everything in the 
Bible, everything in the teaching of 

John Calvin, everything in Reformed 
faith, focuses upon the sovereignty of 
God. He alone is the supreme God!

The angels in their song at Christ’s 
birth had their theology right. In their 
hymn on that hillside in Judea they 
taught us to keep a proper perspective 
on our theology when they sang 
“Glory to God in the highest.” That 
is what it is all about: the dominant 
theme is glory to God because He is 
sovereign over all things.

In its origin, implementation, and 
purpose the redemption of the 
human race is not man-centered, it 
is God centered. Paul picked that up 
in Philippians 2 when he wrote that 
every knee shall bow and every tongue 
confess that Jesus is the King of kings 
and Lord of Lords. Paul makes clear 
that this is not for our sake or for our 
glory. It is to the glory of God.

Jesus, in the Sermon on the Mount, 
instructs us to be a light to the world so 
that men will see our good deeds. This 
is not to bring honor and glory to us. 
Jesus says we do our good works to the 
glory of our Father who is in heaven. 
Anyone who is truly Reformed must 
put first things first and acknowledge 
God as the One who sovereignly 
controls all things at all times. With 
every ounce of our being we are to 
bow prostrate before the Living God 
and exclaim before Him “My God how 
wonderful Thou art!”

The human race is constantly caught 
up in a battle against this truth of the 
sovereignty of God. It may well be 
called the battle of the isms. It remains 
the same issue time and time again: 
man seeking to glorify man. Let me 
ask you: what governing principle, 
what point of reference are you going 
to adopt as the be-all and the end-all 
for your life? What is it that drives you 
in life? In what are you placing your 
hope for life and death?

 

The human race is 
constantly caught up 
in a battle against 
this truth of the 
sovereignty of God. It 
may well be called the 
battle of the isms.
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Communism and socialism claim to 
have the answer for you. They say, we 
want a government that will take care 
of you. The government will supply 
all of your needs. The government 
will be your all-in-all and your end-
all, taking care of you from birth (if 
you make it that far) to death (which 
may come a little sooner).

Traditional Roman Catholicism 
claims to have the answer for you. It 
is the church! The church in and of 
itself is the all-in-all and the end-all. 
The church will take care of you with 
all of its rituals and all of its traditions. 
Karl Barth, although he was wrong 
on many things, was right when he 
said the only difference between the 
Protestants and the Roman Catholics 
is the little word and. Catholicism 
teaches faith and works, the Bible 
and tradition, Jesus Christ and Mary. 
One of the saddest sights I have 
ever witnessed on television was the 
funeral of the last pope. Upon his 
coffin was a large M, the mark of his 
co-redemtrix, Mary. The Reformed 
faith teaches grace alone, faith alone, 
Christ alone, and Scripture alone. 
Those differences run deep.

Arminianism removes two of those 
distinctions set up by Catholicism: 
the Bible and tradition and Jesus 
Christ and Mary; but they keep one: 
faith and works. They make the claim 
that the sacrifice Jesus Christ was 
not enough. We human beings have 
within ourselves enough good to seek 
God and in some small way earn our 
salvation. God cannot save you unless 
you want to be saved, they claim. And 
they quickly add that once you have 
salvation you can lose it. While they 
claim to believe in the sovereignty of 
God, they deny the power thereof.

Secularism adopts this world as the 
measure of all things. It is the world 
that sets the standard. The toll taken 
by secularism even among those 
who call themselves Reformed has 

been devastating. It has drawn our 
attention away from that which is 
noble, that which is pure, that which 
is honorable, and that which is right. 
It has led us to indulge ourselves in the 
violence and voyeurism of this world.

Drawn up in battle array on the side of 
Satan are all those who march to their 
drumbeat. We are to be motivated and 
energized by a deep, deep conviction 
that the only life worth living is the 
life in and for our Lord, of whom and 
through whom and unto whom are 
all things.

As Paul writes, “To Him be the glory 
forever.” That is the true genius of true 
Christianity, and that is what it means 
to be Reformed.

The Reformed Hallmark
Reformed orthodoxy professes and 
confesses the absolute sovereignty 
of God. Basically, it is a question 
of whether or not we are willing 
to let God be God. In Reformed 
theology the Bible is accorded its 
rightful place as the Word of God. If 
we allow some new hermeneutic to 
enter into our interpretation of God’s 
Word, declaring that it is culturally 
conditioned or not relevant for today, 
then we are no longer permitting the 
eternal, everlasting God to be God. 
If we rip out a page here and there 
because we do not like its implications 
toward our way of living, then we are 
placing ourselves above God.

To quote John Calvin: “The Scriptures 
obtain full authority among believers 
only when men regard them as having 
sprung from heaven, as if there the 
living words of God were heard.” The 
uniqueness of Reformed theology is 
that it holds as its governing principle 
the Bible only [sola Scriptura] and the 
Bible always [tota Scriptura].

Reformed orthodoxy, Reformed 
doctrine, and Reformed theology are 
always God-centered. And because 
that is so, we must reject Arminianism, 
liberalism, humanism, scientism, 
and a host of other unscriptural 

“isms” because they shift the center 
of theology away from God, toward 
something or someone else other than 
God. They want to focus on man and 
man’s responsibility rather than the 
sovereignty of God. The hallmark and 
touchstone of Reformed orthodoxy is 
that it must always begin and it must 
always end with God at the center.

Because of that, the church must ever 
be diligent in her work. She must 
remain faithful. God most certainly 
has been faithful to His church! While 
we were still dead in our trespasses 
and sins, God in His mercy sent His 
Son to become our substitute. His Son 
took upon Himself our sin, facing the 
punishment that we deserved—death 
itself. Jesus, through His sacrifice, 
removed the sting of death from us.

As we close the year 2009, we must 
acknowledge that there are a few 
faces missing from our company. 
Several times we have been called to 
stand by the graveside to bury a loved 
one. One day it will be your turn, as 
well. Never think that somehow you 
will be exempt from facing that final 
enemy. Your turn will come. Where 
have you placed your hope? In the 
government? In Mary? In tradition? 
In your own works? What is your 
only comfort in life and death?

The almighty, sovereign God has 
supplied us with the way of salvation: 
His only Son. Indeed, God has been 
faithful. Look to Him, and to Him 
alone, for salvation. Rest on the 
finished work of the very one who 
came to save His people from their 
sins, Jesus Christ.

Live coram deo!
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Come, Ye Children,  
A Bible Storybook for Young 
Children
by Gertrude Hoeksema
Reformed Free Publishing Assoc.
Reviewed by Jeff Steenholdt

“Come, ye children, hearken unto 
me: I will teach you the fear of the 
Lord” are words that establish the 
tone of this Bible storybook, titled 
after this verse from Psalm 34:11.

I had the pleasure of working directly 
with the author, Mrs. Gertrude 
Hoeksema, as I created illustrations 
for each of her 198 scriptural 
narratives in this book. A Christian 
elementary school teacher for many 
years, Mrs. Hoeksema especially 
enjoyed teaching the younger 
children at the first grade level. It 
would not be uncommon to see her 
down on the floor, communicating 
directly with a young student if 
some closer attention was needed. 

With this level of communication, 
she could easily connect with 
the understanding level of these 
younger minds and also capture their 
attention. It was only natural for her 
to apply her talents to writing a Bible 
storybook.

The book begins with the creation 
account and follows through to 
the end of Paul’s life. The focus and 
central content of these stories is 
the fear of the Lord. Each story is 
scripturally sound and written from 
a Reformed perspective, with the 
covenant theme woven throughout. 
An illustration has been carefully 
created and placed properly in each 
story. The overall layout of the book 
has an open feel, with generous use 
of white space, so the stories won’t 
feel overwhelming.

To help young minds to remember 
the heart of the story and know it 
is special to them, a “Remember” 
has been added at the end of each 
chapter. This is the key to the 
spiritual application of the story 
that little ones can carry away 
in their hearts. Something that I 
always appreciated about these 
“Remembers” is that, even in early 
Old Testament accounts, the author 
thoughtfully applies the meaning and 
good news of the coming Savior. This 
is like a glint of light shining back 
into the darkness from the glow of 
the New Testament horizon ahead.

Come, Ye Children has been one of 
the top ten sellers for the Reformed 
Free Publishing Association ever 
since was first published in 1984.

To purchase this book, call  
616-457-5970 or visit www.rfpa.org

Training Hearts,  
Teaching Minds, 
by Starr Mead  
Phillipsburg, New Jersey,  
P&R Publications, 1977 
Reviewed by Rev W. Oord 

Starr Mead introduces her book 
by lamenting the fact that so few 
people have a true understanding 
of the basic teachings of the church.  
She proposes a solution by writing 
that “the purpose of this book is to 
provide a tool for Christian parents 
and churches who take seriously 
this task of imparting doctrinal 
instruction to their children.”

Indeed, if you are trying to teach 
your young children some of the 
basics of the Westminster Shorter 
Catechism, Training Hearts, 
Teaching Minds is the book for you 
to use for devotions.  Mead offers a 
brief meditation on each question 
of the catechism for an entire week 
(Monday through Saturday).   Each 
day focuses upon a different phrase 

Looking for

Devotions for 2010?
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short—one page in length—they are 
both practical and powerful. It is 
amazing how much Calvin could say 
in a short amount of space, but also 
amazing is the depth of what is being 
taught in that space. It is a wonderful 
combination of doctrine with life 
applications.

Four of the 365 titles in the 
devotional are: Perfectly Saved, 
Learning in Humility, Faith 
Undefeated by Fear, and Pardon in 
Prayer. There is a special section on 
the Ten Commandments. The book 
also includes an index of Scripture 
passages in the back that could be 
helpful when studying Scripture to 
get a quick explanation from Calvin’s 
teachings on that text.

In this devotional we are reminded 
of the great heritage of our faith that 
should not be forgotten. If you have 
not read much of Calvin’s works, 
or it has been a long time since you 
have read any of his writings, then 
this book would afford you a good 
place in which to get acquainted or 
reacquainted with Calvin.  You will 
be encouraged in this devotional 
to dig deeper into the thoughts 
and teachings of the man who so 
influenced Protestant Christianity. 

of each question and answer.  It 
offers in simple language a deeper 
understanding of what the catechism 
teaches. The daily meditations are 
short enough to allow time for family 
discussion afterwards.

A brief Scripture passage is 
include each day to illustrate how 
the catechism is not a document 
thought up by men, but one rooted 
in the very Word of God.  This book 
would also be beneficial for anyone 
unfamiliar with the WSC.

Morning and Evening
By Charles Spurgeon 
Hendrickson Publishers, Inc., 2000
Reviewed by Rev W. Oord

If you have never read Charles 
Spurgeon (and shame on you if you 
haven’t), this is a wonderful way to 
get a taste of his writing.  Charles 
Spurgeon was one of the greatest 
preachers of the nineteenth century, 
serving as pastor of the Metropolitan 

Tabernacle in London, which seated 
over six thousand people.

Morning and Evening has two brief 
meditations for each day: one to 
begin the day, the other to finish the 
day.   Spurgeon garners the topics 
for each meditation from passages 
throughout the Scriptures, using 
every book of the Bible to teach 
truths that fit every generation.

Hendrickson Publishers have 
updated the meditations, changing 
Thee and Thou to You and Your 
and using the NIV making it easier 
for younger readers to enjoy.  This 
devotional book would make a great 
gift for young teens and elderly alike.

Day by Day With John 
Calvin: Selected Readings for 
Daily Reflection 
by Mark Fackler
Hendrickson Publishers, Inc.
Reviewed by Dave Vander Meer 

Day By Day is a daily devotional 
that gives you some of John Calvin’s 
insights on certain Bible texts. 

Each day brings a different passage 
and a new writing on that text by 
Calvin. While these writings are 
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The Golden Booklet of the 
True Christian Life
by John Calvin
Baker Books
Reviewed by Dave Vander Meer

The Golden Booklet is one of my 
favorite books. My first boss gave me 
a copy as a gift when I was sixteen 
years old.  I still have it twenty-five 
years later.

The Golden Booklet is part of John 
Calvin’s Institutes. It originally was 
written as separate book but was later 
added to book three of the Institutes. 
The focus of this book is on Christian 
living in a world that is hostile to 
Christ and the gospel message. The 
five chapters of the booklet center on: 
1. Humble Obedience, 2. Self-Denial, 
3. Patience in Crossbearing, 4. 
Hopefulness for the next World, and 
5. Right use of the Present Life.

In an age where “easy” Christianity 
abounds, Calvin reminds us of the 
struggle true Christianity really 
is. Calvin causes the reader to 
think about what it means to be a 
Christian. He tells us what Christ 
did for us and asks how we will 
respond.  The reader should walk 
away from this book soul searching 
his commitment to the Lord. Calvin 
reminds us that we are just pilgrims 

passing through, and gives us hope 
of what is to come. 

I use this booklet in my 7th/8th 
grade classroom. I make a few 
comments along the way to make 
sure the students understand every 
point, but otherwise it is very 
readable. This booklet would be 
good not only for family devotions 
at home, but also for a personal 
refresher of what the Christian life 
should look like. 

Tabletalk
Parsons, Burk, editor 

Published monthly by Ligonier 
Ministries

Perhaps the best devotional a person 
could read is not a book but a 
magazine.  Table Talk is a monthly 
magazine published by Ligonier 
Ministries and R. C. Sproul.  Each 
month, Table Talk challenges the 
reader on a particular subject while 
taking the reader through a specific 
part of Scripture.  The November 
issue, for example, focused on 
Darwinism and led the reader 
through 2 Timothy 1; the December 
issue continues the study of 2 

Timothy while it considers the topic 
“The Already and the Not Yet.”

The meditations (Monday through 
Friday) are followed by a challenge 
entitled Coram Deo (living before 
the face of God), in which the reader 
is called to live the Christian life 
in a very specific way.   Instead of 
meditations on Saturday and Sunday, 
the magazine offers inspiring articles 
written by a variety of well-known 
Reformed thinkers.

To subscribe, call 1-800-435-4343 or 
visit their website at www.ligonier.org
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