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W            e’ve learned about missions across the sea,

and given of our money to fulfill God’s decree,

But a mission field’s waiting—it’s right at our door—

The children God’s given, whom we love and adore.

Our children are watching with eyes opened wide,

Watching our steps as they walk by our side.

Our children are hearing each word that we say.

They’re learning their lessons from our lives day by day.

What will they hear, father, what will they see?

Are you missing church to watch sports on TV?

What things in your life take priority?

You’re influencing lives for eternity!

Do you show that you love them? Do they know that you care?

Do you teach about Jesus and your faith with them share?

Do you tell the whole truth; do your lips never lie?

Do you promise your love to your wife ’til you die?

What will they see, mother, what will they hear?

Your tongue speaking gossip, or you shedding a tear

For the plight of a neighbor who struggles with sin?

Will you share words of life, or cause more grief within?

Will you do for your family the things that they need?

In patience and virtue will you take the lead?

Will you love your husband and do your very best

To make your home happy—a safe place to rest?

If we want our children to walk in God’s way,

We must be good examples, and thus humbly pray

For grace that enables our weak wills to do

The deeds and the words he has called us to.

What is the deepest desire of our heart?

What gives us joy that will never depart?

It’s seeing our children walk in God’s way

In the deeds that they do and the words that they say.

Mrs. Nancy Moelker
and her husband, Roger, are members of 

Bethany United Reformed Church. The 

poem, “Home Missions,” is taken from In 

God’s Arms: Inspirational Poems for the 

Christian Soul by Nancy Moelker.
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Faithful and Fruitful: 
Essays for Elders and Deacons
Edited by William Boekestein and Steven Swets
Foreword by Michael Brown

Healthy churches have healthy elders and deacons. When a local congregation is 
blessed with faithful officers the results are bountiful (Acts 6:7). Faithful and Fruitful: 
Essays for Elders and Deacons provides current and future church leaders with an 
exciting opportunity of personal development. Like its companion (Called to Serve), this 
collection of essays offers biblical and practical essays written by seasoned 
churchmen drawing upon a wealth of leadership knowledge, experience, and wisdom. 
Engaging study questions for each essay can help readers make the most of the 
Bible’s instruction and encouragement for those tasked with the responsibility and 
privilege of leading Christ’s church.

Continuing education is often required of secular thought leaders; should anything 
less be expected in Christ’s church?
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Available October 2019!

ESSAYS FOR ELDERS 
AND DEACONS

Edited by William Boekestein and Steven Swets
Foreword by Michael Brown

To order please visit:  
www.reformedfellowship.net
You may also order by calling Shelly at 
616.532.8510.


